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Statement to Gen. Wedemeyer by Christian Leaders 

Christian Middle Schools, Summary 

Training and Scholarships §—~ 

Summary of China Program, Cost 

Church and School in China, Johannaber, 
Walline to Merwin letter on ay 
Evacuation 

Some figures from China, Boynton. ; 

NCC Overseas Newsletter. 

NCC Proposed Program for Visual Aids 


NCC Committee on Christian Service in Industrial 
Relations 


Announcement of NCC Biennial 

Letter from Busby, C.C. Publishers 

NCC Message to ALL Christians in China 

Letter of Reassurance Regarding Missionaries 
Informal Conference on China Situation- New York 


Message from Chinese Leaders to missionaries and 
Societies 


Informal Conference on China Situation- New York 


" au " n " " " 
NCC Letter to Missionary Societies on Emergency Aid 
Informal Conference on China Situation- New York 
ane of YMCA in Commmist Dominated Countries 
S.C. Leung Address to Missionaries in Shanghgi 
Overseas Newsletter 11, Hayward 


Informal Conference on China Situation- New York 
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What is the NCC Actually Doing? Summary 


Confidential Letter from Shanghai 
Findings of Winona China Committee Conference 


Christian Middle Schools. sam 4 to Come. 
China Famine Relief 
Reply to Message from Chinese Christians 


China Passports for Americans 


Rural Service Centers in China 
Rinden Letter, Audio-Visual 
NCC Ad Interim Minutes 
Overseas Letter V, NCC 


Conference with Chou En Lai 


Industrial Relations- Community Centers 
Comments and Notes on Manifesto 


¥ 


_ Informal Conference China Situation- New York 


Manifesto 


Christian Farmer and Christian Service News 


istian Service in Industri] Relations 198-50 
NCC Biennial Meeting 


Overseas Newsletter Vll, Ikenberry 
Christian Service News-Letters\from NCCRSU 
Hubbard Letter from Tungchou 
of Sitection, by Rissionary 


Copland- Background Letter 


| Message from CCC 


First China Bulletin 
Overseas Newsletter Vlll, Hayward 
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51. Feb. Informal Conference on China Situation- New York 
53. Mar, 15, WSCF Asian Conference in Ceylon- Kiang Wen Han | 
ch. Mawes 16, China Situation Note, Peking. RNS Release, Shanghai 
5. Feb. | Miao- Advance in Christian Literature in China ¢ 
12, NCCRSU Barnes Report 
57. May 2, _ Statement on Christian Mission in China, FMC { 
58. May 16, CCP- Principles Governing Allocs ‘ions. | 
59. . duly 1, China Situation- China Secretaries Reports 
60. June 10, NCC Overseas Newsletter 111, Hayward 
61. duly 15, First Impressions of Communist Rule, Barr 
62. Maw, = Minutes of Ad Interim Committee of NCC 
63. Ang. 2h, Y.T. Wu Report to NCC on Religious Liberty 
64; sug. 26, . Christian Emergency Council 
65. Sept. lk, Christian Schools, Barr 
66. Sept. 16, | Memo on Mail to China 
‘67. Sept. 19, Two Articles by C.H, Lee=- Why the Goodwill Failed, 
Significance of the China Situation | 
68. Oct. 10, | Informal Conference on China Situation - New York 
69. - 2h, K.H. Ting- Report on in E. Europe 
Nov. Cable from George Wu ProteSting American aid. 
Notes from Shanghai- W. P. Mills 
7l. Dec. 8, NCC Executive Committee Minutes 
72. Dec. 10, NCC Third Message to All Christians in China 
13. Dec. 10, Message from Chinese Christians to Mission Boards Abroad 
The Dece 9, Informal Conference China Si tuation- New York 
75. Dec. 29, Cartwright- Protestant Missions in Commmist China 
| IPR-FE Survcy 
76. - Jane 3, 1950 Experience in E, Burope As Related to China-Anderson | 
77. Jan. 3, Experience of Christian Movement in China with Commmism 


15 statements, 31 pp. 
78. Feb. 8, Same, by a missionary. 
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108. May 10, Peking Conference Statement, Christian Publications 


109. May 21, | Copland- Background from Hongkong 
110. May 22, Letter from Returned Missionary 


111-12); May 24; 1951 to Feb. 12, 1952 -- China Bulletins 


Nos. 106 and 111-12) have been classed as Bulletins, and Indexed as Volume 1, because | 
they treat a variety of topics. But many of the topics included in the Index are : 
treated in the other releases, especially the Overseas’ Letters and the Informal 
Conferences on China Situation. 


For Vol. represents the balance of 1952, Volume lll represents 
© 


The Index is far from com plete. Very little has been taken from the sections entitled 
GENERAL NEWS, as many systematic studies of political and economic developments have 
been published. See Reviews, and especially the Bibliography reported in y111/19. 


localities are indexed under provinces, and Manchuria, Peking, Shanghai, Hongkong, 
Taiwan and Singapore. Only representative items have been included. To index the name 
of every Chinese leader and missionary would have been to multiply the humber of headings 
and only a few have been chosen. The most common form of a name is ordinarily given, Y., 
T. Wu, Wu.I Fang, Chester Miao, etc. 


Occasionally a reference is given that does not really belong under its heading, but 
should be of interest to the reader using that heading. There is often more than one 
item in a given Bulletin for one reference. ‘Some of the mentions are very brief, but | 
were judged to have value in ‘rounding out a picture. | r 


The reader interested in the point of view of Chinese leaders should look wder indi- 
vidual names, under National Christian Conferences under Three-Self Movenent, and under 
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Accusations, Attacks, De ations- 
I/II2, 114, 115,116,117 }$19,120, 121,123 
II/l, 3,5,6, T III/16 Iv/11 
VI/1, 6,7,10,12 VII/9,17,19 


Asa Refugee Chinese Intellectual's- 11/6 III/1,20, 22. 


v/2: 
Allen, A. Stewart - 


1/115,118,122 II/4,6 


American, Chinese in- See se Overseas Chinese 
America, NCCC in U.S.A.- 


See National Council of Christian Churches, etc. 
American Bible Society- 1/106 v/7,15 


American Government Policy Toward China- III/Ik 1v/3. 

Anglicen Church- See Sheng Kung Hui 
Amimei- VI/I3,19,20 VII/2,6,17  VIII/5,6,17 

Arrests- See Imprisonment 

Attacks- See Accusations 


= Iv/6,7; 


v/5,6 V1/6,9,21,22 VII/6,7,10,11,17, 
Baptists- II/I5 


IV/9,15 VI/I7,20,23 VII/I0,I% VIII/I5 


- IIt/7 IV/2,1I7 V/6,16,22 VI/I,3 


See Property 


| ‘Bradshaw, Dr. and Mrs. 


Iv/5 v/2I VII/I 
Buildings - 
/  Catholics- See Roman Catholics 


‘Caution Regarding Speaking or Sritins © to China- 1/106, 111,112 
11/6 v/8 


| vII/5,15, 

Chao Fu San- VI/3,23 

Chizo, T.C.~ 11/5,6,7,10,11,15,16  IV/4,I7,18,19 
v1/&,9,18 VII/5,12,13,16 

Cheeloo University- I/II7 Iv/2 


Chekiang- I1/2,I0 III/18 Iv/7,1I0 V/I4 VI/I3,19,20,22,23 
VII/7,9,13,14,16,18,20  VIII/8,14,27 
Ch'én, Marcus- I/I18 It/1,5 


SUBJECT INDEX | 


6,9, 12,13, T4,16,17,19,21 
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Ch'en, Robin- IZ/14 /3,11,14 1/16 v11/2,16 
Ch'en, III/l viI/4,12,15. .VII/1,9323 VIII/17 


China Bible House-Baen Li- 1I/1.6,121 V/2,5,16,17;19,20,21 
¥1,1,10,13,22 v11/2,5 vill/s 


China Bulletin Editorial Policy- v1/19 


China Information Bulletin (British)- IV/3 


China Inland Mission- II/10,11 III/12,16,21 Iv/6,14 vii/16 


V111/20 
> 
Iv/3 v/l 


1/113. 11/8 I11/14,23 Iv/7 


China Peace Conference- I1I/10,15,17,19 


Chinese Christian Leaders: Lists- II/13 III/3,j9  1¥/18,22 
v/19 v1/11,18 v111/14 


Chinese Foreign Missionary Union- III/11,17 1V/3 V11/10,17 
Christian and Missionary Alliance- III/17 vi1/14 v111/15 


Christian Colleges and Universities in Chiaa- 1/106 # 
Alumi- III/6  vi/8 
See for Government Higher Education- III/13,22 
See names of Individual Colleges 


Christian Farmer, The- 1/124 vV/18 1/3 vil11/2,15 


Christian Literature Society- 1/106,132,113 I1/15,16 
1v/10,14  vV1/5,13,20,22 


Chung Chi College, Hongkong- III/15 V/7,10,13,18,20 
Church of the Brethren-  V1/16 3 


Church of Christ in China: CCC- II/ll III/18,23 1V/3,7,9,10,12 
=V11/2,13,14,17,18,22 


Church of the Disciples- 1V/9 11/6,15,18 v111/15 


Church News- See sections on CHURCH NEWS in most of the Bulletins, 
as for example V1/20. Only selected items are indexed. 

Colleges- See Christian Colleges 

Communication between China and the West; 

By Mail, Telephone, Radio- 1/118,119,122 I1/2,8,10 

1V/13,15 v/8,11,12,22 v1/15 
V11/1,3,5,12,21 


By Sending Funds- 1/106,114,121 11/7 v/16 
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By Travel- I/121 I1I1I/16,21 v/9,16,22. 
V1/5,10,14,23 V11/5,10,23 V111/2,10,15,19,22 


By Visits of Represencatives of Christian Organizations- 
Qo V/2l vi1/2,11,15,17. vil/2,8 vi11/4,16,18,21 
For the last two, see also Reports of Personal Observations, 


Congregational Church- See North China Kung Li Hui 
Confessions- I1/2,8 III/4,12 1v/17.. v1/18 vii/7 


Corrections of Errors, and of Previous Reports Rumors 
 3/112,117,121,122 1v/4,5,7,12 vV/2,10,20 v111/13 


Council on Christian Literature for Overseas Chinese (CCLOC)- 
 .3/120 I1/1,9,12,18 III/2,6,9,16,18,21 1V/3,4 

vili/22 
Council on Christian Medical Work- II/5 


‘Den, Kimber- II/14 III/10 V/11 V1/13,15,23 v11/2,20 


Denunciations- See Accusations 


Endicott, Mr. end Mrs. James- II/3,5,8,13 III/4,13,21 v/7,22 
v1/8,22 vil/1,5 vi111/2,6,8,18 


Episcopal Church- See Sheng Kung Hui . 


Executions- 1/106,115,120,121 1III/7,19 1V/13 V/4,9,14 
v1/9 | v11/1 


‘Friedlander, A.P.- V/13 vil11/1 


‘Fukien- 1/119. ‘II1/1,5,6,8 1V/4,5,6,11,12  v1/9;12,18 
_V11/1,3,9,10,14,18 V111/15,19,22 


-’ Pukien Christian University and Huanan College for Women- 


Germ Warfare- II/4,6,7,8,9,10,17 III/17,23 1V/2,4 


Government Policy Toward Religion- 1/111,114,117,118,119,121 
1V/8,13,14,17  V/10,13,18,20 
V1/3,5,12,17321,22 
See also Religious Freedom 


Graves- See Cemeteries | 
Hangchow Christian University- 1/120 
Hayes, John D.- , III/7 v11/6 


Home Missions- 1/117 
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Honan- 11/1,8 1V/9 V/k vi/22 


Hongkong- III/23 1V/4,22 v/11,13,15 V1/1,4,5 
. See also Chung Chi College 


Hopei- 1V/12 v111/13,18 
Hsiang Ya- III/10 V1/1,13 


Hsieh Chin Magazine- 1/122 I1/4,15,19 III/3,19,22 
| Iv/1,6, 9,13,16 v111/15 


Huachung University- II/13 III/1,15 vi/5 Vv11/17 
Hua Hsi- See West China Union University 
Huanan- See Fukien Christian University 
/ Hunan- 113/19 III/4,18 1v/7,10 v/2 . v111/16,22 
Hupei- 1/116 1v/7 vi/22 vii/2,5 
Hymns- III/10,12,14,19 1V/6 £i1/17,20 
Arrests, Releases- 1/106,112,115,116,117,120,122,12) 
II/4,6,10,15,16,18 III/8,10,11,12,14,15,16,17,19,20 
1V/1,2,6,12,13,15,17,18,19  V/1,4,5,6,9,11,12,16,17,18,19 
21,22  V11/1,2,3,6, 
7,8,13,14,16,19,23 V111/1,4,6,10,11,13,14,15,17,18,19,20 


Induseo- 1/118 I1/12,16 


‘International Missionary Council- v/2 vi/u 


Interpretations of the China Situation- III/7,15,23 ; 
v/2l v1/5,11,16,19 11/5,7,18 See Lessons, Reports, Reviews 


Islam- 1V/12 V/15,21 vi/22 vi11/18 

Jehovah's Witnesses- 111/20 

Jesus Family (Jesus Homes)- II/16 III/10 1lv/11 v111/14 
Kansu- 1/12h It/1. V/16,18  v111/9,20 

Keung- V1/8,11 V111/15,17 
Kiang Wen Han- 1/119 III/23 V1/17 V111/3,15,16 
Kiangsi- 1/124. 11/19 y111/6 


Kieangsu- 11/15,19 1121/6 1v/8 vV1/9,13,20,21 
,V11/2,17,19,21 v111/9 


Kuangtung- nih 1V/1,11,16  V/5,6 vi/11,20 vi1/21 
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Kweichou- 1/1 V111/20 


Lapwood, Ralph 1/115’ II/12,15,17 IIZ/12,17,18 
V/1i5 
Lee, Tom- 
Lessons from the China rience- 1/115 I1/2,17,18 III/7,8 ~° 
V1/1l See ‘Interpretations 
Lingnan University- 1/123 I1/12,13,14,17,19 III/1l 


Little Flock, The- 1/119 V1/6,7,9,12,13,18,19 
V11/14,16,17 v111/4,19 


Lovegren, Levi H.- 1V/2 v/11,16,18 
Luh Chih-Wei- 1/121 ,I1/5,6,10,11,15 V1/7,14 


Lutherans// IIt/3 vi/s, 19 


Mackensen, Paul J.- 1V/2,19 V11/3,6,12 


Mail to China- See Communication 


Manchurie- 11/15,17,19 1V/4,8 v/20 vi/7,19 vV11/3,10,13,17,19 


V111/6,8,19 
Manifestos, Patriotic Covenant - vi/2l_ vili/9 v111/19 
Medical News- 3/121,123 I11/3,6 II/3 1v/1,8 

V/2,4, 10,13 vi/8,10,11 99,12,20 V111/21 
— See Peking Union Medical College, PUMC 


/ 

Methodists- II/6 III/5,10,14,18 1V/5,7,9,10 
V1/5,9,10,12,13,20 v11/6, 9,12,14,16 19 17 

Miao, Chester- III/9,17 v1Y16,21 


Middleton; Dorothy- 1/121 1v/2,17 V/16 © 


“Mills, Herriett- 1V/2,15  v/5,16,19 


Missionaries- See Statistics 
Mohammedans- See Islam 
Mongolia- v/ 47,16 


Nanking University and Ginling Women'*s College - 1/118,123 
11/8,15 vi/s 
Nanking Theological Seminary~ 1/120 II/15,16,17,18,19 
III/3,4,5,6,10 v/l ¥4/13,18 ,20 11/10 
v1li/2 
Nanking Theological. Seminary Board of*Founders- 1/112,119 
11/2,9 III/ll v/3,12 #vi13/20 
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. National Christian Conferences- 1V/15,16,17,18,20,21,22 


V1/9,10,16,18,19,21 v111/12 


National Christian Council (NCC)- 1/106,112 11/16 
111/17, v/22 vi/i3 


National Christian Council on Religious Education (NCCRE) 


1/106,115,122 . I1/6 


National Council of Christian Churches in the U.S.A.- 
111/6,8,9 1V/9 v/8 vl11/14,16,21 


New Church Magazine, The- II/12,16 III/5,12,18 V111/15 
North China Kung Li Hui- 1/114,120 111/23 V/6 vi/3 
North China Rural Service Union (NCRSU) 1/121 3 

Nystrom, Gustav- V/9,11,17 V1/8,9,10 v111/4 

Orthodox Church- 1I1/5,6,15 III/5,15 vV11/3,20 

Ouyang, Dr. George- 11/5 


Overseas Chinese in the West- 1/115 II/%,9,15,18 15,23 
1V/5 V/5,7,20 V1/3,7,8 V11/4,12 


Peking- 1/115 III/4,5,8, 19,20 1v/1,10 
v/4, 10 vi1/7,8 +#vi11/10 v111/7,8, 10 


Peking Conference- See National Christian Conferences- 
Peking Union Medical College (PUMC)- I1/3,5,12 


Pentecostal Church- 11/6,16 v111/18 


Perkins, Sarah- III/7 1V/2,17 v/l6 vui/2 


Prayers for China- 1/116 wh  ITI/2,5,6,8,15,19,20,22 
Iv/3,6,8,15,17,19 
| V1/1,2,4,5,8,12 : 
Price, Dr. and Mrs. Frank W.- 1/106,111,112,121 I12/14,15 
v1/i4 v111/19 


Property, Church Building- I/111,115,121 II/3,4,18 
III/8,10,12,14,15,18,22,23 1V/3,6,7,9,17 v/2,17,18, 20 
v1/10,15. V11/1,2,11,14, 16,18,21 v111/5,8,18,19,22 


Pubications- 1/112,113,116,120 res II/3,5,8,10,13,16,17,18 
III/1,5,8,9,11,12,16 1V/1,2,6,7,12,13 v/6, 9,16 
V1/1,7,9,12,19,20 12,14,16,17,23 


See also: Christian Farner, Council on Christian Literature 
for Overseas Chinese, Hsieh Chin, New Church, Reformation 


Translation Fellowship, T'sen Feng 
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Quaker Delegation and Report - V/18,21,22 1/17 Reply V11/3 
Refugees from Chine- II/1 III/3,17,21. 1V/4,6,12,17. v/2,12 
vi111/3,10,11,17 | | 
See Aid Refugee Chinese Intellectuals 
Releases from Prison- See Imprisonment | : 
Religious Freedom- 1/106,115 i1/8 III 15,22, 23 ~«1v/1,19 


V/3,8,9,10 V1/6,12,17,22 vil/4,6,8,20,21 V111/15,16 
. See also Government Policy Toward Religion 


Reports of Personal Observations by Western residents or by WAGiCErs, 
ia order of appearance in the pulictin- 3 


1/15 Ralph- Letter trom Yenching 
ful8 Letter from unnamed correspondent in Peking. 


/120 Guillain, Robert- in Manchester Guardian on "Communi st 
Terror." 


II/6 Report from " a friend who dines out very. recently" on 


Filion, Gerard- 20 on Peking Peace Congress, 
in Toronto Telegram. 


/9 Report by "a recent arrival from China" on discontent. 


/i2 Greene, Father Robert in China." Prison 
experience. 


Stockwell, Olin- "With | in Red China." 


/13 Moraes, Frank- "Report on Mao's China" of visit in 
April-June 1952. 


/18 Ralph oe letter w’th {mpressions of regime in Peking. 


IV/17 James, Dr. Marcus- Report on 6‘weeks visit, in Christian 


/19 Eberhart, Paul- Letter on'contacts with Christian leaders. 


v/2 Lindsay, Lord Michael- Impressions as interpreter to 
Atlee in Manchester Guardian. 


Thornton, , M.P.- of economic achieve- 
ments in Manchester Guardian Weekly. 


v/T Burwell, W.P., Anglican visitor- Comments on Chinese Church. 
/8& Frederix, Pierre- Articles in South China Morning Post. 


/8 Yen, Maria- "The Umbrella Garden" regarding her student 
experience. 
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/9 Interview with "a European who had been in business in Shanghai. n 


/15 Lapwood, Ralph ‘ond Nancy- "Through the Chinese Revolution." 
/16 Gould, Mr. and Mrs. Harry- Interview and letters, re Shanghai. 
/18 Matsunoto,Prof.- Report in the Kyodan Weekly, om Church. 


/20 Lonsdale, Kathleen- Letter, on Church. — ee 
Brown, Homer and Muriel - Report of sumer in Peking. See V11/13 


/21,22 Quaker Delegation Report on Church. V1/13 for 
pictures, V1/17 for printed report, V11/3 for Reply. | 


Vi/2 Kirby,E.Stuart- "An Economist's View of Commmist China," | | 
address reported in South China Post." 


letters from Shanghai. 


Dunlap,Dr.A.M.- "Behind the Bamboo curtain," quotes from | 


/3 Lai, Rev. Mary H.- Letters after return to Shanghai, in 
San Francisco Seminary Bulletin. 4 


/4,5,7 Guillain,Robt.- Manchester Guardian Reports on 2 months 
vis 


/16 Riccour,Prof.Panl- Report in Christianisme Sociale. 


"China Behind the Red Mask" by two reporters and photographer, 
in special issue of Realities. 


/17 Hall, Bishop R:0.- Report of June visit in Hongkong press. — | 


/22 Hromadka,Prof.J.L.- "The Church and Theology in Today's 
Troubled Times." A chapter based on China visit. 
‘Letter from a Christian in Shanghai, _ 


/23 Koether, Luella G/ and Surdam,T.Janet- "Two Hundred Days 
as Prisoners of the Chinese Commnists." 


Vl/1 Endicott, Mr. and Mrs. James - Reports of visit, in Canadian 

Far Eastern Newsletter. : 

/2,5,8,10 James,Alfred Francis- Reports of Archbishop Mowll . 

party visit, in Episcopal Church News, and V11/9 in 
Canadian Churchman. 

/2 Perkins, Sarah- Film on Experiences in Prison. 


/3 


Worthy, William- Reports on Paul Mackensen and on 
Shanghai, in New York Post. 


Archbishop Mowell- In Religious News Service. H 
Huysmans, Camille- Reports, on Catholic Church. ‘ 


/4 Aihara,K- Report on Y.M.C.A, and Y.WiC.A., of Y.M.C.A. | 
World Alliance Delegation. 


/6 Hunter, Edward- "The Story of Mary Liu" including observations Ez 
of accusations. 
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/1. littmarck,Tore- Report oh attitudes of Chinese Christians, 
in Intercolle | 


/13 Asano,Rev.J- Report on visit by Japanese Christians. 


/18 Freytag,Walter- Article in International Review of 
‘Missions on meeting Christians in China. 


Kinmond,William- Reports in Toronto Globe and Mail, on 
24 months visit. 


/20 Weming,Gill- Interview with Rev.Shen-I-Fan reper'ted 
Church and Community. 


McKenna, Warren- Reports on Chinese Church in The Witness. 
Anand, Indian Anglican Pastor- Report. 
7 Walmsley,Louis C,- Report. 

(2 Letters from "quite reliable sources" in Shanghai. 


Crook,David and Isabel- Interview in Endicott 
Newsletter. See also V111/21,22 


BB Rickett,Allyn and Adele- "Prisoners of Liberation," 
account of prison experience, critically reviewed rather 
than reported. 


/9 Holland,John- Report on day visit to Shanghai, in 
the Mainichi, 
Comments in Christi Science Monitor. 


 f/12 Williams,H.S.- Report on several days visit to Shanghai, 
in the Mainichi. | 


/13 Crook, David- article%n The of Foreign Lenguages 
in London Times Educational Supplement. 


/17 Refugee Students- "Our Appeal." 
| 
f/19 Personal interview with "a thoroughly reliable reporter" 
on briefing for interviews. 
/20 Wagner, Father Cyril- Report on prison experience. 


In addition to these reports to outside, various articles of 
interest have appeared in Chinese publications within, such as 


V/l, Su,Frank- Report of visit to home town, in China Reconstructs. 


| 
. /15 Chiang,Pearl- "Not what I Expected" in China Reconstructs. 
é VII/ll ly, Father Paul- "I Love God and my Country" in People's 
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10 
Returnees to Chima- III/2,14,16,23 V/9,21 V1i/1,9 
Reviews of Books, Articles, etc. about China (See $1s0 Reports) - 


By Publication: | 
Atlantic Monthly- Dec. 1958- Article on Taiwan v111/22 


Catholic International Fides Service- Articl 
A Secret Commmist Directive on Christianity V111/5 
China Returns to Feudalism V111/6 


China Handbook (Taiwan) 1953-54 Iv/ll —~ 
1954-55 v/8 


China Study Project, I.M.C.- V/2 
Christian Century- Editorial on Cleveland Message- V111/22 
Christianity Today- Letters and editorial V11/8 \ - 


Far Eastern Survey- Articles on Manchuria and ibet 1V/4 
on Chinese Census V1/9 


F.P.A. Headline Series- "Should the U.S. Change its China Policy?" 
Hungarian Church Press- Report of Speech of Bishop ince 
International Review of Missiong- Article and Reviews 1v/19 
Missions (Baptist) Editorial V111/22 


Mission Bulletin (Catholic) Summary of article by Communi st 
leader. 


“NCCC in USA- Fifth World Order Study Conference: 
"Message to the Churches" V111/21 


New Missionary Review- Article on Orthodox Church 


Paton,David- Five articles by others mimeographed, on Chinese 
Church today. 


_ (ime Magazine- Article v1/6 | 
U.N. Association of Great Britain- Pamphlet on "Formosa." 
By Individuals: 


. "A Former China Resident"- Statement on Chinese Government 
Policy III/5 


- 
. 
{ 
4 
: 
| 
- 
4 


"Competent Observer" - Unpublished of economic development. 
V111/10" 


Allen, Dr. A. Stewart- "China Under Communist Control" (pamphlet) 1V/10 
Anderson, P.I.- “Young China in the Valley of Decision" III/9 


: Baker, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert H.- "The Christian Pence Communism" 
(pamphlet ), | 


Beloff, Max- aes Policy in the Far East: 1944-51" lv/3 
» Blakeney, Raymond- Translation of Tao Teh Ching v/6 
Burgess, Alan- "The Small Woman: Biography of Gladys Aylward" V11/9 


Buck, Pearl- "Imperial Woman" V1/14 
Caldwell, John- “China Coast Family" | 
"Let's Visit Formosa" | 
"Still the Rice Grows" pe | 


Cary-Elwes, Dom Columba- China the VII/17 
Chang Chung Yuan- Two lectures on Confucianism and Taoism v/6 
Chester, Ruth (with Mrs. Thurston)-"Ginling" V1/4 | 
Chung Shih- "Higher Education in Communist China" (monograph) 1V/10 
Corbett, Charles- "“Shantung Christian University" 
Cressey, Earl H.- "Understanding China” WIII/}2 
Cronin, Vincent- "The Wise Men fren the West." v/20 


Day, C.B.- "Hangchow University" 


Endicott, James- "The Christian Witness &\changing Worla" 
(sermon) V/22 


| 


Fairbank, John K.- "The United States and China” 2nd edition. V111/20 
with Teng, S.Y.- "China's Response to the West." 1V/16 


Fitch, Geraldine- "Formosa Beachhead" III/20) 

Gamble, Sidney D. "Ting Hsien: A North China Rural Community" 1v/8 
Harrison, Brian- "Southeast Asia} A Short History" V/7 

Hayward, Victor- "Eafs to Hear: Lessons from(the China Mission." V1/1 
Hobart, Alice T.- "Venture into Darkness" v/8- | 
Hsia, Ronald- "Price Control in Communist China" (monograph) 1V/6 

Hsu, Francis L.K.- "Americans and Chinese: Two of Life" TIT 
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Huggins, A.M. (with Robinson,H.L.) "Wan-Fu" V11/9 


Hunter, Edward- "The Continuing Revolt" vi11/18 

Kiesow, Margaret- "China the Challenge" (pamphlet) V/4 See V/11 
Lamberton, Mary- "St. John's University" V1/4 

Lee, K.S.- "China in the Bible" (booklet) 111/10 


Liu Wu Chi- "A Short History of Confucian Philosophy" V/13 
, "Confucius: His Life and Time" V1/9 


Layne, James P. - "The Twain Shall Meet" V1/3 

Lyall, Leslie T.- "John Sung” (Biography) V/4 a 
McCartney, James L.- "Frustrated Martyr" Iv/12 

Macmillan, Hugh- "Then Till Now in Formosa" V/15 

Martinson,H.H.- "Red Dragon Over China." V11/12 

Mather, W.A.- “Everyman's Mandarin Dictionary" (phonetic script) VI/3 
North, Robt. C.- "Moscow and the Chinese Commmists" III/21 

Nym Wales- "Red Dust: of Communists" IIr/21 
Payne, E.A.- "Some Illusians and Errors," in Ecumenical Review VIII/11 


Pope Pius Xll- "Ad Apostolorum Principis" V111/18 

Price, Frank W.- "Selected Bibliography of Books, Pamphlets and 
Articles on Communi st China and the Christian Church in 
China." Occasional Bulletin. of the Missionary Research 
Library. V111/19 

Robinson, Hugh L. (With Huggins, A.M.)- "Wan-Fu" V11/9 


Rostow, W.W.- "The Prospects for Commmist China" V/9 
"An American Policy in Asia" V/12 


 Seott, Roderick- "“Fukien Christian University" 1V/15 
Sheridan, W.J.- "Watghing the Chinese Curtain Fall" V/6 
Smedley, Agnes- "The Great Road" V11/1 | 
Smith, Eugene- Report to NCCC in New York on Bishop Ting's views. v1/19 
Stockwell, Olin- "Meditations from a Prison Cell" vV/7 
Stuart, J. Leighton- "Fifty Years in China." V/1 
Swank, Emory C.- "The Moscow-Peking Axis." III/20 
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13 
Thomas, S.P.- "Government and Communist China.’ 
artshies on political’ developments, 
in Far Eastern Survey. V/6 
Sadumeen, May Bel- "Chinese Teenagers and God" V11/6 

Teng, S.Y. and Fairbank, J.K.- "China's Response to the West" 1V/16 
‘Thurston, Mrs. Laurence (with Ruth Chester)- "Ginling" 
Tsai, Christiama- "Queen of the Dark Chamber" III/18 
Varg, Paul A. - "Missionaries, Chinese and Diplomats" ‘/ae 
* Walker, R.L.- Article in The New Leeder vi11/19 


. Wang Ming Tao- Report of. Translation and ora of two Writings. 
V1/7 
White, Mary C.- “Just Jennie: The Life Story of Virginia M. 
Atkinson" + V/12 
Yen, Liang- "Daughter of the Khans" V/5__ 
Zinkin, Maurice- "Asia and the West." 
See also Reports 
Rickett, Allyn and Adele- 1V/2,15 v/5,16  v111/8 
Roman Catholics- I/115,119,120,124  I1/6,13,15,17 
3,14, 15,16,17,18,19,21 1V/1,2,10,12,13,18,19 
V/2,4,5,6,7,8,9,11 14,17 28, ,19,20,21,22 
v1/2, 3.6, 8 
V111/2, 3,4,6,7,8, 9,10,11,12,13,17,18, 20,21,22 
Russian Orthodox Church- See Orthodox Church 
St. John's University- II/4,13,16 III/3 vV1/4,13 
Salvation Army- V/20 Vi1/7 V111/7 


Schools- 1/106, 115 I1/3,11 III/13,15,19 
| . For general news of education see many selections SCHOOL NEWS 


Seventh Day Adventists- =vi/22 vi11/10,17 
219 


III/15,17 1V/6,8,9 vV/4,5,9,12,16 
V1/6,7,9,22 v1i/2° V111/2,7,12 


Shanghai American School- [III/15,18 

Shanghai University- 1/123 I1/13 | 

Shansi- 1V/9 111/18 

Shantung- 1/117 Vv1/18,23 15,162 83 v111/5 


17,20,23 vi1i/l, 3,8, 9,10,11,16,18,20,23° 
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Shantung chriftian University- See Cheeloo 
| Shao, Luther- I/114 11/18 vi/19,21 


Sheng Kung Hui- 1/114 1I11/6,8 1V/1,7,15,16 
V/5,14,18 v1/6,10,15,18 vil1/2,4,5,14,20 


Shensi- V1/13,21 
Singapcre- III/6,12, v/8 vi111/3 
Sinkiang- V/16 v11/19 


| Soochow University- II/5 III/9 v1/7 | 


Statistics- 
Of Chinese Church- I1/9,15 III/13,22 1V/1 V/14,18,21,22 . 
| V1/12,16,22 V11/3,8,11,13,14,20,22  v111/7,10,13,21 


Of Missionaries- 
V/4,9,14,16,22 vi/8 


Stockwell, Olin- 1/115,122 I1I/14,17 111/12 V/7,13 | 
Study Classes and Institutes: 1V/5,8,12,17,18 1/23  Vv111/12,13 
Szechuan- 1I/113,121 1v/lo vV/6,15 vi/9 vi1/1,5 


Taiwan- 1/118 III/1,6,9,23  v/8,15 vi111/17,22 
See also Tunghai University a 


Taocists- 1V/12 V111/13,20,21 


1/120 I1I/1,7,13,16,17,19 III/2,3,4,11,13 1V/2,11,16 
V/1,19,21 V1/1,3,5,8,12,20,22 V11/10,13,18,22 111/18 


Theological Seminaries and Bible Schools- | | 

See also Nanking and Yenching | 


Theological in Chinese Church- 1/124 1v/5,7 V/1,5,14,20 
10,18,20,21,22,23 V111/1,3,21 
id T'ien Feng - 1/119,121 12/16 1V/8,9,11,12,14 


V/14 V1/1,9,10,20 v11/2,7,10,13,15 V111/4,11,14 
and many other quotations from it 


Ting, K.-H.- II/13  II1I/3,6,9,15 V/1,3,11,18 v1/15,17,19 
V1l/22,23  v111/1,7,16 


Three-Self Movement- I/115 I1/7,13,15,16,18,19 III/3,4,5,9,14,19 
IV/5,15,16,20,21,22 V/1,4,11,14,22 v1/8,11,18,19,21,22,23 
V11/2,3,4,5,10,15,16,23 V111/2,14,15,20 

True Jesus Church- II/3 1V/9,1h v/3 V111/15,20 

Ts'ui, H.H.- V/17,19 V1.8,17 v11/15 


Tung Hai University- III/ig, 1V/6,8 V/1,6,10,21 
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15 
Tung Wu University - Soochow 


“United Board for Christian Colleges in China (Asia)- I1/9,16 


III/9,11,12,15 1V/3,12,18 vV/8,10,20 vi/% 


Wang Ming Tao- I1/3,8,16 III/16 8,12,18 v/6 ,11,12,15,17,18, 19,80 
V1/1,3,7,9,10,15,20,22 V11/3,4,7,13,19 


Watchman Ni- See Little Flock 
West China Union University- 1/118 I1/10,13 


/ 


World il of Churches- 1/118 v/5 Vi1/11,17,22 
v11/9,23 v111/2,11, 


Worship, Bible Study- 1/124 11/5 45,6, 10,11,15,20 
1v/5,6,11 336, V1/3,5,9,13,22 V11/6,9,11 5 
yi 


Wu I Fang- I1/8,9,13,15,16,18 I1II/13,17 1v/4,22 
v1/9 _v111/2,5,12 


Wu, = 1V/4,5,7,20,21,22 V/1,3,14,15,21 
v11/8 v111/5_ See also Three-Self Movement , 


T'ien Feng. 
Yale in China- V111/12 See also’ Hsiang Ya 


Yenching University- II/4,5,7,10,11,12,13,15,16 
III/13,20 v/6 


Yenching School of Religion (Yenching Theological Seminary ) - 


Y.M.C.A.- 111/24, 18 219,23, v/2, 15,21,22 V1/1,6,14,23 
/4,19,11 7,10,20 


Y.W.C.A.- III/19 V/13,21,22 #Vi/7 
Yunnan- 11/2,7,11,17,21 V111/15,20 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A._ | China—i. 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. | 

‘Far Eastern Joint Office 

CHINA COMMITTEE February 24, 1947 


2 
THE NATIONAL peng COUNCIL OF CHINA 


cussions and Regommenda tions 
Approved by the +welfth Biennial of the Counc, Shanghei 


December 
| 


During four days of the meeting those laaie were divided into four groups each 
of which discussed four main topics which head been selected. The groups had before 
_ them certain memoranda and papers prepared by small groups working with the staff in 
Shanghai. Part of this introductory material where it was given general approval is 
LO incorporated in what follows. The actual recommendations came up from the four groups 
| ‘to the plenary sessions of the Council, there they were approved as modified or 
changed.. They were then entrusted tu the Editorial Committce which met immediatcly - 
after the close of the Council meeting, for expaaes arrangement and details of wording. - 


‘When we consider the Church and its 
out significantly in our minds, 


In the first place, there are Giatontiche to show that everywhere in China durin; 
= this chaotic period there is a hunger oyd thirst for some sustaining spiritual power 
which can only be satisfied by Christ's ipestehs iatie which it is the tesk of the Church 
to proclain. | 


Secondly, in crder to stem the po trenc of moral standards in all relation- 
ships anc-situations, and at the seme time to build up a wholesome nation of good 
citizens, the Church is the only instrument available for such a great purpose. While 
national and local agencies may take over the work of the school anc the hospital, 
the task of spiritual regeneration will ever be the main concern of the Church. We 
may well be grateful that, in the Providence of God, His Church is in China at this 
critical juncture to save it from decay anc possible death. 


™ | In the third place, we must humbly admit thet the Church is still in a noticeable 
‘minority. On all counts, the number of Christians (Protcstant and Roman Catholic) in 
the whole of China is only one percent of the total population. With such numerical 
inferiority, we need not woncer at the ineffectiveness of our Christian witness, nor 
Can we help deploring the feebleness of our efforts in financial support of the work 
of the Church. 

The echoes of the words of Christ that tne fielcs are white unto harvest are - 

‘  gtill ringing loudly in our ears. The time bas come for a more intensive and akso a 
more Comprehensive anc concerted movement in evangelism. The spearhead of evangelism 
is the body of the Shurch members witnessing by life and word to their fcith wherever 
they live and work, As Archbishop Temple rightly s-ys; "There can be no wicesprecd 

ss evangelisation of Englanc wnless the work is undertaken by the lay people of the 
<> Church." (Quoted in the Report, "Towards the conversion of England.") What is true 
' of England’ is also applicable to China. Therefore the work of evangelization mst be 
the Ghief concern of everyone in the churches all -ver China. ; 
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II. he Meaning and Aim of Evangelism 


; Again the late Archbishop Temple has well defined the meaning of evangelism 
follows: "To evangelize is so to present Christ Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit 
that men shall come to put their trust in God through Him, to accept Himas their 

Saviour, and serve Him as their King in the fellowship of His Church." (Quoted in the 


Report referred to above.) | 


As to the aim of evangelism, we may quote from the same source; %The aim of 
evangelism is conversion. Conversion is the reorientation of life from self to God 
through Christ Jesus. Conversion may be sudden: a revolutionary experience, like a 
revealing flash of lightning which enabies the convert to commemorate @ spiritual 
birthday. Or conversion may be gradual: an evolutionary development, like the dawn. 
of the day, or the miracle of the harvest field (Mk. iv. 26-29). But whether sudden 
or gradual, it is the birthright of every ehild of God tobe converted, or (in St. 
Paul's phrase) to "be alive unto God in Jesus Christ our Lord" (Row, vi, 11). Short 
of this there is no stopping place for the evangelist, no sure resting place for the | 
convert. The act of conversion is the personal acceptance of Christ Jesus as Saviour 
and King... The aim of evangelism mst be to appeal to all, within as well as without 
the Church, for that decision for Christ which shall make the state of salvation we 
call conversion the usual experience of the normal Christian," | 


III. The Field of Evangelism 


While bearing in mind that there are still extensive areas much nearer the centre 
and there are huge masses of population around the churches in every province which 
offer almost virgin fields for evangelism, the opportunities may conveniently be 
grouped under the following headings, both in cities and in rural communities. 


onta : at Vi. 

artially Uhristian homes, that is, church families that still have non- 
Christian members, "A house divided against itself cannot stand." When all members of 
a home have the same Christian faith, there is much greater chance of Christian in- 
fluence to continue not only in the home itself but also in its neighborhood, for 
Christian families are the, roots of a Christian Church. 


(b) Students and alumni, including government 1s well as Christian schools and 
Colleges. Because of the changed attitudes of many non-Christian students and because 
of the preponderating number of non-Christian etudents, this field calls for much | 


greater effort than we have heretofore put forth. 


(c) Hospital ataff and patients, and workers in other institutions for social 
welfare, 


aj) Factory 
and g0 on. 
: (b>) Army, navy and airforce officers and men. It is needless to point out the 
importance and necessity of evangelizing these people, and ways and means to reach. 
them must be thoroughly explored. ih 


ee (c) Government officials and clerks, whether local, district, provincial, or 
onal. 


3, People in frontier unoccupied areas. The call of the frontier regions is being 


heard strongly in these days. Increased attention is being paid to these people by 
the general public, and the Christian Church should be in the forefront, pressing on- 
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China 


ward among the tribal peoples on Sn Mongolia, Sinkiang, Tsinghai, and Tibet. 

Seveyal churches end missionary societies have conducted work for many years in these 

areas and have built up considerable Christian communities. More recently, wder the > 
auspices of the General Assembly of the Church of Christ in China, the Border Service AM 


Department hes made steady pro progyges in five years of work, But the great neeiis of — 
these vast areas are still far frombeing met. There are no strongly organized non- 
Christian religious systems among the Miao, Kiang, Lolo, and other tribes. Their 
relative simplicity of life and thought offer good soil for the further spread of the 
Gospel. The stronger religious beliefs anc habits of the Mongols and Tibetans, as 
- well as of the Moslem communities, may seem harder to meet at first. But if thoy 
could be approached by means of mass movement work and won for the Christ in communi- | 
ties, their more serious convictions might turn out-tbe an asset. We call upon the | 
churches in China to take their full share in this work. If they do sowe do hope 
some plan might be devised that would avoid denominational competition. The most 
- serious problem in this connection seems tobe this: How can we have Christian minis- 
ters, teachers, doctors, and nurses, e enough missionary-minded to go to these 
places? Here lies a challenge to ep & ¢ Church. 


IV. 


The Council recommends; 
That the Churches anc in China undertake together a 


Nation meade beginning in 1947 and continuing for three years. 
R.2. t special attention be given to the spiritual preparation that must precede 
and continue during the le evangelistic campaign. 

That the National Christian Council organize uncer the Commission on the Life 
and the Work of the Shurch, a Forward Movement Committee to promote the program of 
the movement, and that a secretary of the NCC be especially designated or invited for 
this work. 


The Council gave general approval to the following prooosals which were referred 
to the NCC, Commission on the Life and Work of the Church to use as may seem advisable: 

| a. That each Church botly anc each local church organize committees to promote 
the Forward Movement, 

db, | each arca of China the leaders of Christian peiatantions consult 
together to share their plans for a forward movement, anc through prayer and careful 
thought decide upon certain joint projects which they can undertake better together 
than separately. 

¢. That the National Christian Coucil during the next three years promote the 
organization of teams for evangelistic work on a nation-wide basis. 

d. That certain methods and resources, /such as Christian literature, publicity 
and advertising, visual aids anc broadcasting, de used which require further coopera- 
tion both regionally and nationally. 

e. That we request the participating Churches in preparing for the Forward 


Movement to bear in e need for careful anc thorough follow-up work, for the 
training of engquirers, for the cre | gg of Church members anc for enlisting their 
participation in the life and work of /the — ‘ 


After analysing one set of reports from 777 local churches anc another set re- \ | 
turned by authorities of 44 church districts, the following picture emerges of presert 
day @hurches in China, if we may generalige from these returns. 


A. Most of the churches (60%) have less than one hundred members, Churches with over 
' two: hundred members only come to 17% of the total. This fact must be borne in mind 
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when considering the financial support of the churches. While the number of churches 


and that of other places of worship have decreased by 7% and 26% of the total respec- 


tively, the membership of the churches has increased by 55%. This may indicate a ten- 


dency to enlarge the membership of incivicual churches. Within the last ten years, 


8% of the members have left the church. While migration and death have been the main 
reasons for leaving, it is sigificant to note that 64% of the reports give "the lack 
of pastors" as one of the chief oauses. This seth 1: has an important bearing upon 
the question of leadership. f 


B. Among the dogen kinds of church activities listed, the greatest number of churches 
have "prayer meetings" (80% of the churches reporting), with "Bible classes" closely 
behind (70%). The least number of churches have "choir" (24%), with "Young People's 
Fellowship" (31%) not very much better. , This is only natural, as both a choir and a 
young people's fellowship require apesiel talent in running them successfully. Regard- 
ing Sunday Schools, most churches have them for childron and the least number of 


churches have them for youth. 


C. It is encouraging to find that friendliness to the church dominates the attiture 
of outsiders (53%), with indifference and the critical attitude in a decreasing order 
of importance. It is also important to bear in mind that farmers anc stucents seem 
to most church leacers to be the classes of people among whom there is special need 


or opportunity. 
D. While the number of self-supporting churches constitutes 26% of the total, those 


- finding funds insufficient amount to 80%. Though mission grants still occupy an im- 


portant positi.oa (45%) among the sources of church income, local contributions are 
5% of the totel. What is more encouraging, 83% of the churches expect.an increase 
in local contributions, and 46% of church members take part in the finencitai support 


’ of their own church. Rogarcing financial policy, it is interesting to find that 95% 


of the churches favor the policy of paying allowances for housing, medical care, 
children's maintenance, education, insurance, and pensions, in addition to stipend. 
At the same time, 85% of the churches favor the policy of supporting church workers 
from a central func. : | : 


II, Membership of the Church 


What we have to consider here is related to the environment of the church in 
nationel life and its evangelistic tisk. ‘The ability of the Vhyrch to meet the c \ 
that is being so clearly heard wiil largely depend on the inner quality of life to be x 
found in the local churches and congregations. 


In Holland during the war, amid all the difficulties of the occupation, there 
began a movement known as “congrega*tion- re-building!” The leader was Dr. Hendrik 
Kraemer, formerly ¢ missionary ir Java anc a prominent member of the Madras Conference 
of the anternational Missionary Courcil.. He and his colleagues found that many con- 
gregations were sieepy, elcers anc. ceacons were unaware of their responsibilities and 
the Dutch Reformed Church was rent by theological controversy which was weakening its 
hold on the living realities of Christian experience. 


What Dr. Kraemer and others dic was to visit church congregations up anc down the 
country. "'I cid one thing in our first meeting,' saic Dr. Kraemer. 'I described to 
the men and women present the Ghurch as it is. A lot of themresented it, but there 
were always people who got up and said, "How cid you know what our congregation was 
like? That is exactly what happens here," anc asked for help in beginning anew.! The 
Committee then sent carefully chosen younger ministers by twos to the 1,200 congrega- 
tions to meet the presbyteries anc to ask them three questions; ‘'What is a presbytery’ 
Wheat is an elder? What is a ceacon?' ‘The enswers they received plungec them into 
despair. It was clear that with a few exceptions the Presbyteries regarded themselves 
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as business committees of earthly institutions, and scarcely a note of spiritual res- 
ponsibility came into their account of their duties. Then the work began with all-day 
meetings of presbyteries from which business was banished anc the only topic of cis- 
cussion was the true task of the lay leaders of the Church. From this came what can 
only be described as a re-evangelism of the congregations themselves. Gracually the 
bickerings were transcended as they saw their task in relation to the district round 
them and the life of their country. The temptations to swing back to the easy-going 
ways are now strong, but the work of stimulation into which a great many of the cl 
have been caught goes on." (From the Christian News-Letter, London, 7th August,1946 1946.) 


The situation in Chine is not precisely what it is in Hollenc. But do we not 
need a Glearer understanding of the — of the weaned anc of the privileges and 
_ Objigations of membership in it? | 


the Church should be seen as cart of our Gospel, the creation of God anc more 

than a human society, the Body of Christ through which the recemption of the world is 
being carried on, a world-wide fellowship inclucing men of all races, nations anc par- 
ties, the People of Goc made one in Christ. In China there are many peonle who have 
been baptised and cal). themselves Christians, who honestly desire to follow the Chris- 
tian way of life, but who see no need for active membership in any church. They are 
- weceiving no nourishment for their spiritual life from the worship and fellowship of 

the church. They may read the Bible oecasionally but they are not growing day by day 
through hearing the regular preaching of the word of God or etucying the message of 
the Bible in the fellowship of the church. The sacraments mean nothing to them. They 
have little grasp of the great ‘octrines of the Christian faith (in contrast to the 
Marxists who are well instructe:) and they cannot be counted on for any corporate wit- 
ness for Christ or for any forward movement of cvangelism in the life of the nation. 
In fact, because they have no root in the life of the church, they wither away. There 
is far too much wastage of — to be found in nearly all the cities of 


China today. 


a ae Should we first try to deal with the 
present members who are still in our churches, especially the younger folk in the homer 


and schools, by proclaiming anc teaching a much more vigorous doctrine of the church 
end by creating a mich more living anc attractive fellowship in the church? Thus we 


‘ might hope that those who have become Christians in name, anc those whom we hope to 
win by a forward movement, would be struck by the cifferent quality of life they find 
in the church and be drawn in to active membership. 


Such a policy suggests certain lines of cooperative work. 


all should check their church membership roll. 
Theat all churches shoulc stress the training of their foommnell teaching them the 
meaning and nature of the church to arouse their church-consciousness. In parti- 
cular we request the NCC Commission on the Life and * of the Churches to examine 
existing literature on the subjcst anc, where Fog need is founc, to sscure fresh books 


literature agencies, 
B.7. That churches pay attention to those new Christians who joined the church in free 
China and who have now returned td the liberated areas. : 


pamphlets or magesine articles on the church, with the cooperation of the Christian _. 
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R,8. That in order te strengthen the inner life of the church, far greater emphasis 


should be laid on Bible study and worship. 

That the NCC in consultation with church bodies concerned arrange for retreats 
and institutes for lay members and workers during 1947 in strategic centers of 
China, 


C. For the strengthening of city churches 
oncerning the importance of city churches the Madras Conference voices the fol- 


lowing convictions? -"Attention should be centered on the city church, and on the 


great unrealized possibilities of drawing into it the modern trained leadership con- 
centrated in cities, particularly the great number who have been influenced by Chris- 
tian schools and hospitals." There are over 100 cities in China where there are middl« 
schools and hospitals. There are many strong churches in many of these cities. There. 
is good possibility of developing strong churches in all of them. Therefore, we rec- 
ommend: 
R.10, That as specialized training is necessary for the preparation of city pastors, 
certain theological seminaries in China be strengthened so as to make such spe- 
cialized training possible. Emphasis should be placed upon further specialized train- 
ing for men already in the city pastorate. 
Rell. That all these church bodies which have work in the larger cities take concrete 
steps to strengthen their city churches, We suggest; 

a) t churches which have work in the same city consult together concerning 
their policy and program in that city. . ; 

b) That the training of men and women for lay service in the church should be 
pushed forward (a fruitful field for cooperative work) and that churches in the same. 
city cooperate in mobilizing the lay forces of the city for service to the church and 
to the community. 

c) In view of the large number of people in big cities, especially graduates of 
our schools and colleges, who are hungry for spiritual fooc but who, for one reason 
or another, do not avail themselves of the ministry which the existing churches offer, 
we suggest that the Commission on Life anc Work, in cooperation with churches in such 


cities, work out a plan for the preaching of the gospel to such groups, through a spe- 


cially arranged program with competent leacership designed to meet their peculiar 
needs, integrating such a project in the tota. program of ministry for the whole city. 
A number of large cities in tne country may be seletted and a coordinate plan worked 
out in which the various denominations may agree on the part each will take in the 
whole scheme. 
R12. That the NCC through its representatives and staff, national and regional, try 
to secure specialists who will cooperate with churches anc pastors along the 
following specialized lines of work: 
8 eg church program, method, and church extension. 


tr: 
c) Church and School and Alumi work f) Work among troops 
Church and hospital. g) Work -in prisons 
e) Home and youth work. | h) Relief anc Social service 


D, the Strengthening Churches 
e majority of the ese people are rural people. The evangelization of these 
8 


e is an immense task. For the strengthening of the rural churches, we recommend: 
That the Rural Church Department of the Nanking Theological Seminary, the North 
China Christian Rural Service Union anc other agencies be asked to make a spe- 
cial study of the present state of the rural churches in China anc to make concrete 
recommendations as to how the churches can better meet the needs of the rural people. 
We call attention once more to the community or parish program es recommended by the 
Madras Conference of the I.M.C. in 1988, This includes better agriculture, better 
health, better recreation, better homes, better economic organization, the widening 
of intellectual horizon, the enrichment of rural life through music, drama and other 


forms of art, the develo t of community spirit in support of the vi important 


work of Christian and teaching, anc also guidance in worship, fellowship anc 


service. 
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: We request all specially trained personnel in city churches, schools anc hospital« 
to avail themselves of opportunities for field work in rural churches and to help in 


— agricultural products, health conditions, recreational activities and home- 


the Tor training anc maintaining well- 
qualified rurel workers, men and women, Chinese anc missionaries, and ask church 


mission and seminary apenas es to cooperate in this emphasis on specialized rural 


“the effect of modern life in a... the past century has been to breek up the 
family system of the past. The war had hastened the cisruption of families anc 


brought serious problems to them. Christianity furnishes the power tio integrate fam- : 


ily life and to produce a new’pattern in which Christ is the Head of the home. We 

need to train our church lers anc lay people so that they are able to go deeper in 

Christian home living and in their outreach to Christian and non-Christian fam 

ee To accomplish this we would recommends 

R15. That the observance of Christian Homes week which wes formerly hele during the 

: third week in October be continued and greatly extenced in 1947 anc succeeding 

years; that for 1947 the dates be October 19-26 inclusive; that the NCC Home Committee 

in cooperation with the Christian literature agencies prepare suitable litercture anc 

the necessary materials fcr the cultivation of the spiritual life of the Christian 

family, to be available by June lst; anc that during the following winter those chur- 

ches, groups of churches or Christian institutions hich co not find it convenient to 

observe this particular week, select some other week Curing the winter of 1947-48 for 

this purpose. 

B.16, That the national committees of the YMCA and YWCA be requested to promote the 
observance “of Christian Homes Wieck in various YMCA and YWCA centers; anc that 

the churches, YMCA anc YWCA emphasize Christian homes in the training institutes as 

well as in Youth Conferences that they may hold, 

R.17. That the N.C.C. arrange for oa team of trainec leacers on home and family life to 
travel for a limitec period of time; holcing conferences anc speaking in selec- 
tec places. 


’ R18, That colleges, seminaries, and Bible schools offer courses to Cevelop leacers 


preparec to train those who will carry on. Christian Homes Work, anc that the NCC 
ch these institutions to prescribe courses on home-making anc: to train workers 


approa 
in this field. 


R.19, That churches explore the possibility of establishing either cenominationally or 
as union work, Sother-craft or home training schools. In some places old types 

‘of schools such as primary schools and elementary grace of Bible schools have changed 

into Mother-craft schools which provide for training lay leacership in Christian home 

end family iife, preparing the stucents to live better in their own homes anc to as+: 

sume responsibility for such work in their communities. 

R.20, That courses in family living shoul be given to students in colleges anc middle 


.. 48¢Chools, in connection with boys anc girls clubs anc in school-enc-home projects 


of higher primary schools, anc that parent teacher associations anc short-term insti- 

tutes for parents be organised. 

R,21. That Christian churches, schools, anc hospitals cooperate with existing comm- 
nity organizations in family life training anc child rehabilitation. . We suggest 

that Parents Associations shoul’ be organizec in order to discuss problems CGoncernia-~ 

the family. Wursery schools shoulc also be established. 

R22. That. we request the NCC to promote the use of visual aics, racio programs and 
the use of the secular anc religious press in reaching a wider range of fam‘. i >: 
with Ghristian homes‘teaching. 


R.25, That the NCC promote the orgenising in certain areas of China stations for Crrir. 


tian home training, service and research. These would be located in a chu~:l. 
working with families of the neighborhoot end community. They shoulc be near eno%a 


to a Christian university or Seminary so.as to use their faculty as advisers and 
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helpers, the stutents to serve in field work or curing vacation as staff members 


® cation (CCEA) the consiceration of the question of sex education and of educa- 
‘tion in right relations between the sexes, \ 


FP, Mov f 
One ~, the most encouraging trencs in mocern church life in certain areas of 
China is the new awakening of the ty. A laymen's movement is emerging. The pur- 
pose of the laymen’s movement is to ilize lay forces in developing stronger local 
churches with larger membership, better program, anc a greater contribution to the 
Christian cause in cities, and in rural areas. We recommend that churches in China 
cooperate along the following lines: 
R,25. Thet each church seeking to develop a laymen's organization for service of the 
church arrange for joint meetings of laymen in local centers to stimulate the 
movement. We suggest that this might be done uncer the auspices of a Churchmen's Club 
which has already proved successful in certain cities anc should be extended to others, - 
Such joint prs re wn should lead to regular lay training courses to help laymen es- 
pecially in the work of evangelism, the uncerstancing of the purpose of the church, 
the introducing of Christian literature anc its Cistribution, and the hancling of 
church business anc finance, to relieve the burcen now resting so often on the pastor, 
thus leading to self-support of the church. 
B.26. That we request the Commission on the Life and Work of the Church to consider 
what effective measures shoulc be taken uncer present conditions to promote a ‘ 
nation-wide laymen's movement as part of the Forward Movement, anc if necessary to 
a secretary for this purpose. 
R,27, That the Commission on Life anc Work of the Church consider the desirability of 
raising a special func or Laymen's Foundation for certain special cooperative 
projects which might be uncertaken from time to time on a regional or national scale. 


Tag Basie of the Church, 
e economic basis cf the church is to a large extent a spiritual problem and 


there is good reason to believe that, with further advance in spiritual life anc ‘ wD 

through the Forward Movement, many of the problems connected with the support of the 

church will become easier. 

| In the findings on the Church and its ‘Leadership it was decided to ask the NCC tc 

set up a department to study concitions anc report successful experiments in China, to 

make available the relevant material that Mr. Merle Davis anc others have collected 

and to advise those who cesire to use its services in planning a program of self- -— 

support (see R.34). 

We here recommend: 
R28. That churches and Christian organisations that are members of the NCC coopera*te 
locally and nationally by emphasising the principles and practice of Christic: 

Stewardship and assist one another in a thorough plece of treining for the next threc 

years. 
\ We request the NCC to designate & secretary to assist the churches in promoting 


this 

sonnel, property and finance, and plan their work so as to avoid duplication, closin;; 
weak churches if necessary to put their strength elsewhere, or combining their re- 
sources to take hold of a new opportunity end build up a stronger church life. 


9 This question was considered by the Council in the light of the preceding topic-. 
There is a new sense of urgency that comes to us when we consider the international 
situation and the possibility that fresh trouble might arise in China which would onc 

again cut off the churches here from outside eid. There is an urgency also that will 
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of the church anc. its relation to the life of the worlc. 


be felt by «11 who hear the call to a nation-wide forward movement of evangelism and 
to the need for building up the inner life of the church. We shall be continually 
asking ourselves, what must we do to strengthen the leadership of the Church in China 
that it may ‘stand upon its own feet anc cerive new power from God in readiness for any 


emergency. 


_ From the same analysis of reports mentioned in connection with the previous sec- | 
tion on the Inner Life of the Church, we may draw the following picture of the present | 
situation regarding the ministry as far as those churches reporting are concerned. | 


A. Our present leacers may be ‘streamed as: (1) ordained ministers (29%), (2) women 

workers (50%), end (3) other men workers (41%). 

1. Among the orcained ministers, we finc middle school gracustes constittting 
the largest number (65%), and most of them are abvve 50 years of age (54%). College 
graduate ministers are only 17% of the total, while men below 35 years of age are only | 
9%. The meaning to be deduced from these facts is too obvious to require comment. | 

2. Among the women workers, most of them (51%) received an education below | 
senior middle school, though most of them (43%) are between 35 end 50 inage. College 
graduate women workers are only 7% of the total, while women below ‘35 are 32%. 

$. Most of the men workers other than ed men are midcle school gracuate: 
and their average age is 40+ years. 


B, Workers who left the service of the spemeeh during the last ten years number 


(15%, @ percentage not so great as most of us feared. The greater number of them (73%) | 


are in ‘the lower trained group, with men other than orcained in the majority (44%), 
and ordained men ‘shetenatelys forming the smaller number (27%). The main reason for 
their “ig is very naturally thet of insufficient support (43%-of the reasons 
listed). . 


C, It is sobering to realize that the workers sie eadta tin are only 23% of the 
number called for by the reports as needed in the coming 5 years. But it is encour- 
aging to note that the educational standard + those in training is higher than that 
estimated by church leaders. 


There are approaches question, corresponding to different 


: (a) For some the church is the Body of Christ, the new People of God, whose mem- 


bers experience the divine life of fellowship with God anc with one another into wich 
they would draw other men. It is Christ's — of redeption for this sinful wor’. 
The primary functions of the church are worship ond evangelism. The task of the ioi»is- 


- ~ ters of the church is to lead the people in worship to create fellowship, to prom +: 


the stucy of the Bible and deeper underst-nding of the Christian faith and to direct 

the witness and eervice of the church in winning the world for Christ. Hence pre2¢}:- 

ange group fellowship, toral work anc training members for 
be the main activities of the ters. 


- @) For others the church is also regarded as the Body of Christ with a new and 
wonderful fellowship, but more emphasis is put upon transforming the life of the woric 
and the commmity round about us. There is more social mindedness, often arising 01°. 
of deep religious conviction. We-are confronted with ignorance, cisease, powerty a-.. 
Sr eigg > and the task of the church in this land is to help in building a new 

China. t is said some that Christ came to give men "life abumcent" and the churc> 
of God." The task of the ministers is to lead in this 


work so a's to meet the urgent needs of men. Their training should be more practical, 
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to give them the skill and technique that is needed to qualify them tobe effective 
Christian social engineers. | 


These tvo points of view have certain theological implications into which we need 
not enter here. ‘In general we may agree that it is the function of the church to be 
the church, a unique fellowship created by God and not just one among the many social 

institutions created by man. When ic has been true to its own nature and pur- P 
pose the church has in fact hac far-reaching influence on the community, suchas fol- 
lowed the preaching of John Wesley and the evangelical revival of the eighteenth cen- 
tury in England. But the church in Shina is facing its own situation in which Goc may 
be calling its leaders and members to work anc witness that will meet special needs 
and make a special appeal to the practical character of the Chinese people. The edu- 
cational work of the church, its medical and relief program and the record of Christian 
service during the war which has won new confidence and openec up new opportunities, 
are all indications of the guiding hand of God upon us. Whereas in some countries of 
the West the Older Churches have declined, the Church in China has gone forwarc. It 
is felt therefore that we need not model ourselves too closely on the traditional 
training of the ministry in the West but while keeping to N.i. doctrine anc our ow 
experience, we should be ready to make new experiments and be sensitive to the leading 
of the Holy Spirit. 


As we look to the future anc ask wheat sort of men anc women are needed for the 
full-time service of the church anc how they should be trainec, we believe that the 
abiding truth in both points of view outlined above should be retained, avoiding the 
dangers on the one hand of an other-worldly piety anc on the other hand of an easy- 
going liberal humanism, The church of the future in China needs men and women able to 
understend the political, economic an sccial needs of the nation, to discern the moral 
and spiritual issues involved anc to take c proper part in the activities of the com 
munity in which the church has often led anc might still blage new trails. For this 
they will need training. On the othcr hanc, in the qualifications of our future 
church leaders nothing can take the place of persunal dedication to Christ, enthusiasm i 
for evangelistic and pastoral work, a real uncerstznding of the nature of the church 
and deep insight into the meaning cf the Gospel, In China there will be an increasing 
number of well-trained social workers, both inside and outside the ranks of the church, 
The distinctive function of the Christian minister is along the lines we have just 
suggested, anc unless the leacers of the church do that work, no one else will. If we 
talk of meeting the needs of men, the spiritual need of hungry souls is ao first clain 
upon the Christian ministry. 3 


III, Bplisting new workers for the Church 
In general there are two things that can be said. First, most recruits will neal 
to be handpicked from the home, the school and the church. While this recruiting ir a 
responsibility of all Christians (including parents) there will need to be a numer of 


experienced Christian pastors and missionaries giving a Cefinite portion of their tine 
to this work. | 


Secondly, a new vision of the church anc of the work of the Christian ministry is 
needed. When young men and women really see the greatness and glory of God's purpose 
for His Church in this country and throughout the world, no matter how difficult the 
task, we are more likely to get the offer of their enthusiastic service. To give «1 
economic security is an obligation falling on the church authorities and members. 
Social standing in the commmity is very desirable. But only a great love for Christ 
and obecience to’his call will suffice to bring to the church the men and women she 


C 


t the NCC, consultation with Christian agencies concerned with youth in’ 
home, school, university anc church, anc the regional Christian councils, take 


needs, 
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to revive the Student Dedication Movement or Student Volunteer Movement for the 
ministry, to secure a special secretary for promotion, and to emphasize through ad- 
dresses, smal’. groups and anoropriate literature the meaning, history, and work of the 
Church, stressing the idea of vocation as it applies to the high calling of God to the 
work of the Christian ministry. Deputations should be arranged by the churches, and 
stucent volunteers should in due course be related to the denominations, and sent by 
them for training in the seminaries. | 


There has been in many quarters a growing conviction that a higher standard of 
education is needed for men and women in the service of the church. The general level 
of education in China is rising. In city work we have to deal with great numbers of 
young men and women who have had a good middle school or college education. Even in 
rural work the ministers of the church should be able to meet with educated officials, : 
and leaders of the community on equal terms. In any case the peculiar problems of | 
rural vork call for well-trained minds to solve then. | 


Some church authorities now demand senior middle school graduation or its equiva- 
lent as a prerequisite for theclogical training. A few are insisting on wiversity 
degrees, or they are working out plans for training at the end of which the s tudent 
will have both a university degree anc a theological diploma. 


At the same time other churches are continuing to accept for training students 
whose educational standard is below senior middle school gracuation, believing that 
they cannot maintain their work without them. ‘Some feel that the door should never be 
shut against a man who otherwise has the right experience and ability just because he 
does not possess a senior midcle school certificate. 


, R.50. We record our conviction that theological students should have a deep sense of 


| the call of God to the ministry. We also recommend that the standard for the- 
ological students should be at least gracuation from senior middle school or its — | 
equivalent. We would also urge that the China Assuciation of Theological Seminaries 
take responsibility for the raising of standards. 


We recommend that the Committee on Theological Education of the NCC further study 
the matter of f some appropriate authority (as for instance the China Associa- 
tion of Theological Seminaries) vhich woul be recognized as responsible for preparing 
standard entrance examinations for such theological colleges as desire to utilize 
them. Such examinations would not be lower in general standards than senior micdle 
tee wep y anc would test the candidate as to his fitness for the special work 


and of theministry. 


V. Union Training Institutions 


We believe that there are great advantages in union institutions, partly because 
they are more efficient in view of our limited resources in teaching personnel and 
funds, still more because they bring students of cifferent churches together at a most 
impressionable time an@ enable them to share with one another and learn from one 
another without any sacrifice of conviction. This is really an important part of - 


their training. 
We reaffirm a policy of ee ae by which a limited number of union theol.. 


ogical sestinaries of college grace be main ed by the churches who are prepared to 
cooperate. The number anc location should be decided by the authorities through 


. mutual consultation in each of the main areas of Chine primarily in relation to the 


supported. 


number of students 
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We reaffirm the recomiendation of the Weigle Report that post-graduate 
be given in two main centers, one at Yenching anc one at Nanking Theological Seminary. 
VI. Tho Curriculua of Training 


‘ 

' We believe the time has come for fresh study and thought to be given ta the cur- 
riculum, There may be a tencency to reopen seminaries and.teach in the same tradi- 
tional way as if there hac been no war anc as if there were no world revolution tha 


should give us furiously to think, | 3 


If the conflict in China shoul¢c continue for long, if there should be political 
changes less favorable to religious liberty and to aic from foreign sources, if the 
labor movement should come into a position of greater influence anc the citics of 
China be industrialized, if our Christian faith should be opposed by active movements 
Claiming the allegience of workers anc stucents, would the present curriculum of train- 
ing in our seminaries fit future workers to meet such changing conditions? The funda- 
mental subjects in the curriculum will be retained, but they will need to be kept in 
living touch with the realitics around us by fresh material, supplementary courses and 
practical experience. They should be taught by men who have@-ught the vision of a 
church set amidst great dangers and opportunities, challenged by rival iceologies and 


summoned to new adventures in evengelisn. 


The students therefore must not only know the eternal gospel with ceeply rooted 
understanding. They must also know how to live it anc to present it so that this 
generation in China vill be zrippec by a wessage that is related to their Chinese 
thought.and experience. ‘4t is the responsibility of the seminary elso to produce 
ministers who will know how to fee! hungry souls, who will lead the members of the 
church (especially younger members) in their many acts of witness, and who will build 

8 up the Body of Christ in worship, fellowship, stucy and service. 


R,31. We recommend that teachers in theolocical seminaries confer with church leaders 

(including some younger men anc women) to relate the curriculum of training to 
the forward movement of the church as it faces the task of evanyelism in the national 
life of China today, | - 

We suggest that the question of theological curriculum be reforred to the NCC 
Committee on Theological Education for stucy and recommendations in\ the whole field, 
and that if necessary oxpert help from abroad be sought through the/ International 
Missionary Council. aa 

We commend to the churches and theological seminaries the vaper by Rev. A. F. 
Griffiths on "Christian Leccership and the Next Ten Years" for stucy. (One of the 


specig] papers, No. 7, issued by the eC.) 
VII. Retaining nen in the Ministry 


ae We venture to call attention to three or four points. We will not elaborate them 
: but they are sometines overlooke when we conside> ways of keeping good men in the 
ministry. 


(2) The placing of newly trrined workers, It is recommended thet the larger — 
church body which spongors the training of a stucent should accert responsibility 
(whether through a Bishop, general superintendent, stationing committee or cther auth- 
ority) for placing these recruits unless tiere is some compelling reason for cropping 

eh. 


ns (b) Supervision, guicance anc fellowship. Experience shows that it is often 

5 fatal to put a young worker in a lonely spot without colleagucs. To work in associa- 
tion with the right kind of senior man is a valuable if not « necessary form of con- 
tinued training. Fellowship with others in team work an¢ retrects for prayer onc cis- 
cussion are equally necessary. 
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of greater influenée and the cities of China be incustrialisec, if our Christian 


faith should be opposed by active movements cisiming the allesiance of workers 2nd 


stucents, woulc the present curriculum of training in our seminaries fit future 

workers to meet such changinz conciticns? The fundamental subjects in the curriculum _ 
will be retainec, but they will need to be kept in living touch with the reclitics 
arounc us by fresh material, supplementary courses and practical experience. They 

s hould be taught by men who heve caught the vision of a church set amicst great 

dangers and opportunities, challenger! by rival iceologies anc summonec to new 

acventures in evangelism. 


. The students therefore must not only know the eterncl gospel with cCeeply 
rooted uncerstandine. They must also kmow how to live it anc to present it so that 
this generation in China wéll be gripped by a message that is related to their 
pre thought anc experience. It is the responsibility of the seminary also to 
procuce ministers who will kmov how to feec hungry souls, who will lecac the members 
of the church (especially younj-er members) in their many acts of witness, an: who 
will build up the Bocy of Christ in worship, fellowship, stucy anc service. 


R.51. We recommenc that teachers in theological seminaries confer with church 
leacers (including some younzer men and women) to relate the curriculum of 
training to the forwarc movement of the church as it faces the task of 
evangelism in the national life of China today. 

We sug¢est that the question of theclozgical curriculum be re‘errec to the. 
_ NCC Committee on Theological Ecucation for stucy onc recommencations in the 
S whole field, anc thet if necessary expert help from abroad be sought through 
the International Missionary Council. 
, We commend to the churches anc theological seminaries the paper by Rev. 
A. F. Griffiths on "Christian Lez crsaip an¢ the Next Ten Ye-rs" for stucy. 
(One of the special papers, No. 7, issucc by the NCC.) : 


VII. Retaining mon in the Ministry 


We venture to call attention to three or four points. We 


will not elaborate them, but they «re sometimes overloocec when we consicer ways of 


keeping good men in the ministry. — 


(a) The plecing of newly trainec workers. It is recommenced that the larger 
church body which sponsors the training of a stucent shoulc accept responsibility 
(whether through c Bishop, general superinteni‘ent, stationing committee or other 
authority) for placing these recruits mlecs there is some compelling reason for 

(b) Supervision, guixance =nc fellowship. Experience shows that it is 
often fatal to put a young worker in a lonely spot without colleagues. To work 
in association with the right kinc of senior man is a valucble if not a necessary 


form of continued training. Fellowships with Othors in teom work anc retreats 


prayer anc ciscussion are eguclly necessary. 

(c) Perio ic chance of work. New work will help to keep « man fresh, anc. 
will keep a church fresh. Changes should not be haphagarc or lcft to incivi ual 
initiative but cirectec wider proper authority. 


BR.52. Concerning Refresher courses anc opportunity for further training. \e 
recommend that the interCenominational Retreats andRefresher Courses wuich 
were being organised before the ~ar anc were resumed to some extent in the 
Summer of 1946, be continuec in future yesrs. They might be related to the 
launched. Opportunitics for study cbroac, now 

ons anc founcations, shoul! be mace more wicely 
Ye urge that speciai courses be _roviiec in the seminaries for further 


and to aie from forcimn sources; ‘if Labour movement shoul: come into a position hey 
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training of those who have alrea’y been engaged in the work for some years 


and need further ecucational opportunity. 
We urge that the churches (cvise means for recovering workers who have 


temporarily left the work of the Church. 


VIII . Cequate 


This question is bound up with the problem of self-support. There 
aremany difficulties in times of financial stability, but in a time of currency 
. inflation the (ifficulties are greatly increasec. No pronouncement by this Council 

will solve them, and none will be attempted. We may, however, venture to put forward 

a few principles for discussion and a recommencation for cooperation in making 

available the experience of churches that have found a woy of meeting some of 
their cifficulties. 

(2) General principles. We offer the following propositions which received 
general endorsement from the Council: : 
R.33. That salaries of Chinese workers in the church (which have often been 

too low) should be acecuate to mcet legitimate needs, as they are in the case 

of missionaries. 

That an attempt should be made to reach 4 common stancarc as between 
workers in the same church, based on their neecs. We do not believe that a 
man shoul¢c be paic more highly simply beccuse he is fortunate enough to have 
receive: a better education. 

That needs will vary according to the type of work men are given to do, 
the place in which they hove tc live, their requirements for intellectual 
growth and the obligations cf their position. 

That these varying nee:'s could be at least partly met by a system of 
allowances for housing, mecical care, the maintenance and education of 

3 Children, insurance and old age pensions. The velue of social security is 

being increasingly recognized snc the Christian churches should take the lead in 

what is essentially a matter not only of justice but of wisdom if we are. 

to retain good men and set them free from constant worry to co the work to 

which they have been called. 

That the scale of salerices and allowances should be fixed by a central 
authority of each church, containing wice experience and objectivity, if 
possible in consultation with other organizations working in the sane area. 

We suggest that each church set asive one Suncay each year as ea special 
day for honoring the ministry. ~ 


—— (b) funds for the support of the ministry. At present funcs come 
from three sources = Chinese sources in Chine, mission grants ond relicf funds. 


; Relief funds, whether through cenominational xegencies or the NCC, are 
likely to cease during the first half of 1947, Missicn grants cannot and should 
not be indefinitely maintained at the present emergency level. The voroblem is how 
to increase Chinese support for Chinese workers. : 


Mr. J. Merle Davis, cirector of the Department of Social and Economic 
Research of the International Missionary Council, has published the fruits of 
his work in a book entitled "New Buildings on olé Foundations" (1945). He 
contends that it is not necessary to rely solely on higher economic standards or 
on clever devices, The church neces tc <iscovor new sources of spiritual cower. 
He believes that there has been a failure to train missionaries and native pastors 
¢ in the business management of the church, the organisetion of its finances and 
sacrificial giving. This has been 5 blinc spot in the strategy of the missionary 
movement. I+ ig difficult to wmderstan” why, when more than four-fifths of the . 
55,000 younger churches in the worl? arc being supported wholly or in part by the 
missions which brought them into being, acequate steps towarcs remecying the 
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situation have not been taken. The reality of church a corpor-te human 
society, which thrives or languishes in the “egree that it uses the means which God 
has provicec for its economic and social well-being, h-s been obseurec, The 
relation between spiritual health anc the economic enc social welfcre of the 
church has not been uncerstood. An in epen‘ent status to be secured by 2 congre- 
gation, by an individual, must, be worked for, It: will not happen by chance or 
by leaving it to Providence alone. .It will come about by patiently following 
definite policies anc by putting cefinite metho ’s into operation with practical 
instruction onc training of church leccers and membors (M. Devis, ». 112) 


The stucies mace by Mr. Merle Davis show how churches have actually 
‘accommlished the support of their ministurs... Some churches howevor (o not attempt 
to make each local church self-supporting, whatever its size, but pool resources 

of the cistrict or (diocese, thus enabling the strong to help the weak. In sone 
eases therc is 2 central func for the whole church. Foreign anc Chincse con 
tributions can both be paid into such a pool, anc the question of self-support 
then becomes a quostion of increasing Chinese contributions ‘r-vm fron a wide 
area. Actutly at the moment relief funds for C ristian workers comin; fron 
Cenominational relicf funds %. through the N:.ti nal Christian C-uncil to the 
euthorities of the various churches to be acministerec by them, constitute such 
a central “enominaticnal pool in ench case. We succest that the system wight 
continus, but with funcs reised in Cin: Ilsyins lerse increasing p-rt. 
Reba, That the NCC be cskec to set up an eppropricte cep-rtment with acequate 
staff to stucy concitions eon” report suecessful experimonts in China, to 
make available the relevant micricl that Mr. Merle Davis anc others have 
Tia collectes anc to acvise those tio “esire to use its services in planning 4 
q>) progrom of self-support. i/e urge the NCC to collict this m-terial c 
the maintenance of Christian workers on’ to recommenc a comparatively 
Cetailec schecule enc plen for their maintenance, 
B55, That the International Missionary C-wecil be invitoc to roncer expert 
assistance for the above purncses to the churches in Chine through the NCC. 
That church authoritios of each church bocy establish Systematic Giving 
Boor es or Stewarcship Councils, to wn‘ertake for the noxt three ycars a 
thorough piece of training in the principlis cnc uethocs of self-support. 
We requcst that each church have an annual observance of a "S lf- 
support Week." 


R.57. We comsend to the churches, to those institutions engagec in the training 
| of women workers for the church anc to the missions for their stucy, the 
Report uncer this title which ins drew up in April 1946 by 2. committee in 
Shanghai, (Cocies obtainable ot the NCC Office, stencil 877.) 


X. Training of Leyngn cné Vonen in tho Church 
A growing numbcr of churches src waking efforts to train their lay 
members anc leacers, We believe thnt there is room anc need for cooperative action 
in each aren of China as well as on a national seale, During the war lay members 
of the church often took new responsibilities. ‘ie uust try to conserve that cx- 
perience and extend it. Training for evangelistic work, for corrying on the life 
_ Of the Church, for stewareship anc sclf-support will be taken all the more seriously 
because of the national situation to which reference has ~lreacy been noe. 
R38, We recomenc that the training of lay workers through cooperative 
action be uncertaken by the regional anc city Christian Comcils, ask - 
3 ou the NCCRE to continue in the promotion of such prozrems anc the provision 
of suitable n=terials, ie also that the NCC cesignate or invite 
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a special secretary for the promotion of the training of lay workers. 
XI. onc 


R59. We requist that the appropriate committces of the NCC prepare a report 
on the number of staff members who are Christians in the Christian 
universities, miccle schools, hospitals, anc literature agencies, snd on the 
religious conditi-ns in these institutions. 


We request the NCC to consicer the exchenge of Christian workurs scrving 
in the countries of the younger churches porticularly in East Asia,inclu ing 
Incia, 


We welcouwe the steps alreacy tekon in inviting Chinese Church leaccrs 
t> tale exchange professorships in \.estcrn institutions, anc su jccst that 
such exchanges be further ceveloped. We would clso urge that young people 
consicering wissionary service have opportunity to consult with such leaccrs. 


Ve are agreed that the work of Christ in China galls for the continued 
sending of stauleneny personnel, many of whom shoulc have special training 
for specific tasks; anc that their coming is a vital aspect of the “eveloping 
ecumenical fellowship of the Christian Church. 


RB, i5. In view of the urgent neoc for training nationals for the service of the 
church in the present crisis, we vcul’ ask the sencing Boarcs to give larger 
amounts for this purvesc. 


D. ORGANISATION OF COOPERATIVE WORK 
r In view of the envi:+macnt of the church in national life, the | 
evangelistic task before us, the nuc for strengthening the inner life of the | “> 


church anc for ceveloping its lon‘ursbip, how cnn thé vericus proposals anc re- 

commencations for cooperative work be mace effective? There is - sense of urgency 

am ngst us anc a groving ~esire for further cooperation anc unity in common 

council and «ction. We must nov tun our attention to the practical means for : 


achieving these purposes. 
The Couneil acceptec in principle the following; recommen otions, 


which were amen to follows: 
I. Local cooperation 
le Need for cecentralisation, whilst some types of cooperative 


; work can bust be hanclec by 2 central organisation anc office (cg. relations 
\ with Government or with the International Missicnary Council anc other as 
chu ches overseas), there cre meny «ctivities wich can be mace effective 
only if they ore wncertcken by local cooperation. In this new perio’ on 
which we are entering, the instrumonts of local cooperation need to be 
strengthenec, 


&. Provious recownencations, Fresh emphasis on local 
cooperation hes alreacy been recommenced by the NCC Executive Comittee 


at its nceting in Janucry 1946, onc this policy met vith hearty approval 
of the All-Chinese Conference in New York curing the spring of 1908. 

5. of lo coopers In some areas the churches have 

re formec. regional Christian councils e¢. Ni. China). In other arcas there are 
provincial councils (eg. Kivangtung or Szechwan). Such Councils however, co not 
always succeed in representing or meeting the needs of every pert of the province | 
concerned. Local cooperation tends to be most effective in the larger cities \ 
where there are a er of ciffcrent © enominaticns and responsible Christian 
leaders, In many cities of China there care now Christian C.uncils, It would 
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seem wisest therefore not to attemot for the _resent any ambiti.us schee cf 
orom ting or vincial c.uncils in vi ry pr vine<, but t builc n cxisting -rgani- 
zati ns where thcre is us lifc. In cascs the c.uncil will bo 
rogi nal or provincial, But in nist cass wo sh ule rely on the city Christian 
“councils, many f which reach ut into surr-unding rural arcas, anc mekc the most 
of the spportunitics in these natural units of cvcperative work. 

We rec ommend that where thore are cxisting organs for cooporation those 
be strengthened; and thet stcps sh ulc be takon t. set up local -rgans for 
cooperation whore such d2 not exist; anc that the c-nfercnce colcgates be urged 
to initiate such steps. 

4. Main 2 ne Fortarc Movement and Evangelism. The last thing 
we wish to suggost is thc creation if organizati ns for their own sekc, civerting 
the limitec oncrgics wen from the proper work the churches. Actually nany 
of these councils already exist becaust men have felt the neec for thom. As we 
face the en rmous task of bringing the eo ple of China to Christ end heer the call 
ts far 2sreater acventures in the witness cnc service of the Church, it will secon 
natural to join together in unitec prayer and th ught anc acti.n, t. rclease now 
- Sources of divine power. 

To realise tho aims of the Forwarc Movement, in which the emphasis will 
be on Evangelism thr.ugh many activitics inclucing literature, the raciz, rural 
servicc, religious ecucati-n and necienl work, will be the main pur.ose f local 
councils in the com ng pericd. 

All organs local cooperativn shoul incluce the YMCA, the Wa, 

5. ci N We believe the relati nship between regi nal 
local ccuncils enc the sh-uld be definite or informal, as my be Cetermined 
»y the wish cf th»se concerned. The essential thing is to rctain a warm and 
friendly working relati-nsni> which will best s.rve the puroose -peraticn. 


Where there are no local councils, it is recomaencec that neetings Cen minati_nal 


bodies be held at the seme time anc in the same locality whenever possible, to 
promcte some form of cooperatin. 

_ 6. Regional conferences mtatives of local C. uncils: If the 
relationship referred to in the last preach is informal, this does not mean 
that local councils should have no ‘ealings with others. We unce d that in 
the United States representatives of city Christian Councils h lc regular 

conferences at Lake Genova {i/isc nsin), and that in Enlanc the British Council of 
Churches is developing contact with 120 local ¢c-uncils which have grovm up in the 
cities, to stimulate united evangelistic efforts. (In Incia, thore are repro- 
sentatives of the provincial Christian cothcils appointed to the NCO of In ia, 
but the provincial Councils are well cefinec wnits which, as we have seen, are 
less easy to organise in China). We recommend that representatives of local 


councils should meet cach other in regi_nal c-nferences, to consist of the officers 


and other appointed delegates from the city Christian councils in that area, 
together with represontatives of other Christian cooperative urganisations (eg. 
me@ical, educational or rural sérvice uni ns) and the representatives -f the NCC 
who are in that region. Such regional conferences might meet -nce in two years, 
choosing the ycar when the NCC Bicnnial Meeting is not helcy A Nat -nal Christian 
conference might occasi»nally be called, But te believe the emphasis in this next 
period of yoars sh.uld be put on local and regi.nal cooperative work. 

7. re | NC Before the Pacific war the 
appvintment of such agents was a p licy of the NCC and severel men were serving. 
Their work would be to keep in touch with local Christian C.uncils on the ong hand 
and with the NCC on the other, acting as liaison officers to ensure closer ore 
realistic contact between local and nati:nal cooperative work, particularly in the 
oe movenent program anc evangelism. Such agents should be regional sec- 

ies of the NCC and shvuulc meet with the Executive Committee and staff of the 
Nod at t omce a year. Owing to shortage of workers they might serve in this 
capacity AS part-time secretarics, the thet later could give full 
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time to this work as the need for their help becomes clearer. We suggest that such 


appointments be made as soon 2s possible in seven main regions of China, North na 
East, North, East, South East, South, Central and West China. The regional S 
secretary is to be appointed by the NCC in consultation with the councils and 
churches in the region concerned. . : 

8. Finance for local and regional cooperation. e question has been raised 
as to whether the NCC should subsidise local councils. ‘*hoere are obvious dif- 
ficulties in giving financial help to the many city Christian councils which now 
exist or which may be formed all over China. The NCC itself is seeking to become 
less dependent on foreign funds and to derive the major part of its support from 
sources in China. In these circumstances it would seem a sound and healthy policy . 
to encourage local councils to be self-supporting. Local resources should be more 
easily available for local purposes. ‘the function of the NCC should be to give 
financial help to regional conferences and to the work of regional secretaries, 
assisting the local councils in that way rather than by direct subsidies to their 
local budget. 


It. Commis 


The Council hes reviewed the work of the five commissions and various 
committecs through which consultation and joint action are carried on at head- 
quarters in Shanghai, and approves of making every effort by which the various 
commissions and committees may be better correlated and unified. 

-Our desire is to make the machinery cs simple as possible, to keep the 
number of committees within reason, to call upon the services in each case of a 
relatively few persons who would form a working group, to coordinzte their 
relationship with one another and to build on existing committees where there is 
spontaneous life rather than force them into a completely logical and tidy scheme. 

The Council approves the following plans : 
R45. 1. ° Life and Work of tho Caurch 
| The field of cooperative work coming within the scope of this 
Commission should be largcoly the same es that covered by a number of 
committees which deal with particular phases of activity. If the commission 
works parallel with them there will be duplication. If it dealg only with 
matters left outside the work of these other committees, the Commission will 
not have enough serious responsibilities. The phases of cooperative activity 
which need working groups or committces care as follows: 

The Forward Movement 


b) Stewardship and Self-support (this t be combined with (a)), 

c) The National Committce for Christian “eligious Education in China 
(NCCRE) and its relatcd working groups (children, young people, adults, lay 
training etc.), 

d) Visual Aids (This should be linked closely to the NCCRE) 

e) Christianising the Home, 

Student Evangelism in Government Universities, 

g) Training for the ministry, 

h) Legal Affairs and Religious Liberty, 

i) Broadéasting. | 
We ask the Commission on the Life and Work of the Church to consider the 

desirability of adding committees on city churches and on rural churches. 

Most of these Committees have been functioning during the past years. 
Those that are new seem to be nocessary if we are to carry out the recommenda- 
seis = this Biennial Mecting, particularly in connection with a Forward 

voment. 

We recommend thet each of those committees, as they are finally 
constituted by the authority of the Council, appoint two of ticir members (one 
of whom would normally be the chcirman) together with the members of the steff 
who are concerned with their work, and that these persons constitute tho 
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‘ Commission on the Life and Work of the Churches. 


In this way the Commission will be 2 working group receiving reports 
of the above committees, coordinating their work ond suggesting the main lines of 
policy. The commission should mcet cbout once in three months. The secretaries 
of the committees should constitute the joint staff of the Commission and have 
regular meetings under a cheirman cither appointed by the NCC or selected by the 
staff with the approval of the NCC. | 


2. Commission on Christien Education. 
We reccommend that the China Christian Educational Association (CCEA) 


continue to serve as the NCC commission on Christian Education. 


3. ssion on Christian Medical Work 

We recommend that the Council on Medical Missions (CMM) continue to 
Serve as the NCC commission on Christian medical work. 

We ask the Executive Committee of the NCC to make a study of the present 
existing commissions, their names, their scope and their relationship to the NCC, 
and to present proposals to the next Biennial Mecting of the NCC for constitutional 


changes if neccessary. 


4. . ission on tian Literat | 

We request the Executive Committee of the NCC to reappoint a Commission 
on Christian literature, to be composed of representatives of the Christian 
Literature agencies cnd the churches and other Christian organisations. This 
commission should consider the possibility of Newspaper Evangelism which falls 
naturally within its sphere. 


5. Comat | ssion on Church ond Human Welfare (Jen Ch'tm fu li). 

During the war in Free China the NCC undertook various war-time service 
activities and a commission on social service was authorised by the NCC 
Executive. | 

As we look te the future we forsee the need for a commission of the NCC, 
not to undertake an independent program of work itself, but to coordinate the 
activities of existing Christian social welfsre agencies and draw together for 
fellowship those working in this field, to watch for new opportunities in the 
developing national life of Chima-{eg. in industry and lcbour movements), to uphold 
Christian moral stancards in the life of the commumity and to bring the Christian 
conscience to bear on public life as opportwity offers. 

The NCC Relief Committee and its related committees on Relicf to 
Japanese and Korean Christians, will be changing the nature of its work curing 
the Coming year. The Committee on Orphaned Missions will continue for o time. 
This relief work should be related to this NCC commission. 

The International Mission-zry Council and the World Council of Churches 
in hugust 1946 at Cembridge (Euglond) set up a Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs. The constituent church bodies and National Christian 
Councils have been asked to cooperate. The NCC of China should respond by the 
appointment of a Committee on International Relations. : | 

We recommend that all his work be coordinated along the same general 
lines as we have suggested above for the commission on Life and Work of the 
Churches, by bringing together representatives of those varicus phases of 
activity into a working group, to receiVe reports, coordinate activities and 
Suggest main lines of policy, umfer the neme of the Commission on Church and 
Human Welfare. 


6. i 
We recommend that the following committees be continued: 
a} Finance Committee. | 
b} Missions Building, Board of Manaers and House Committee. 
(c) Committee on Staff. | | 
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We recommend that to meet a felt need a small 
(a) Committee on Church News and Publicity be appointed with some peyson or 
persons to act as Public Relations Officers who will develop more adequate 
reletions with the Chinese and foreign press and give oversight to the NCC 
Bulletins and Newsletters. 


18.3 ommitte istian Coopera 

We recommend that the NCC continue to participate in the work of this 
committee formed during the war in West China, to maintain friendly contact with 
Christian organisations that are not members of the NCC and cooperate with them 


as the opportunity offers, 
We recommend that the NCC as a constituent member of this Committee 


suggest that the word "emergency" be omitted from the name. . 


III. Membership of the NCC 


The present constitution of the NCC orovides for Church bodies 
(denominations) that have between 500 and 1000 members to become affiliated 
with the NCC (Art. 12). No provision is made-for Christian organisations with 
a constituency of less than 500. But there ere certain Christian bocies 
the presence of whcse represcntatives would bring strongth to the Council 
because of the nature and quality of their work. 
We request che Executive Committee of the NCC to prepere ec revision 
of the Constitution providing for the inclusion in tho membership of the 
NCC of churches with less than 500 communicant or accepted mombers, such: 
proposed revision to the Constitution to be circulated in ample time for 
Gefinitive action at the next Biennial Meeting. 
gic, We are aware that thore cre some Christian organisations which have not | 
i> felt able to enter the membership of the Souncil. Im some cases they have 
participated in cooperctive work in othor parts of the world or have shared in the . 
work of the International Missionary Council. %e desire to call their ottention : 
to the inter—denominational basis of the National Christian Council of China by 
which distinctive traditicns anc convictions are not only fully respected but 
heartily appreciatec cs adding to the richness and strength of our common 
Christian vitness in these «lnys of danger and opportunity. We ‘esire to i 
emphasise those convictions that unite us as Christians without minimising the . 
varities of insight which God has entrusted to each. ‘If such Christian organisa- 
tions are not ready to join in’ full membership of this Council, we still desire 
their fellowship and cooperation in any projects and aspects of work in which 
they feel they can join, heartily welcome their representatives to attend 
our meetings as fraternal celegates to whom we will never cease to stretch out the 
right hand of fellowship. et 


IV. Financial Support of the NCC 


In these days the Christian organisations to which we belong are facing 

the need for self--support anc making efforts to attain that goal within 

measurable time. It is natural that these efforts should be more successful 

in raising funds for work which appears to be of more direct concern to the life 

of each church, local and national. “he financing of an organisation like the 

National Christian Council scems to be a less immociate oblizat’.on to many, and to 

some it appears so remote 2s to be no oblization'st all. We "believe thet such a 

situation can only be chancec when cooperative work through such a Council is felt 

to be incispensible, anc when its ectivities are no longer regarcec by each of us 

as those of an outsice body but of our cw organisation performing its proper | 

cooperative function. 
The ideal solution, to which we must steadily work, is for member 


bodies to finance their cooperative activities by contributions in 
to their size anc strength. lip uncerstand that i. the principle chr the 
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Foreign Missions Conference of North America an* the Conference of Biitish 
Missionaries Societies have adopted. In Chine te are not reacy for the full 
application «f this principle, We are still in an emergency perfod. But we believe 
the time has come to begin to put this principl« into action, or rather to extend 
it; for there are cases of momber organisations making regular contributions in 
China. 


The plan we recommend calls for the following mcans of raising funds 

for the regular cooperative work as «ecided on by responsible representatives 

of the member organisations of the Council: 

(1) By contributions from each member body. We suggest that a plan be worked 
gut by which . certain proportion of the budget for 1947-48 be raised in this way. 
The sum fixed on would have to be divicedc among the members who would be asked to 
contribute so many shares in relation to the size ond capacity of each. It is 
proposed that part of the contribution of each orzanisation should come out of 


. its general budget. Part might come from collections taken up on a special Sunday 


~ 


when the money raiced woulc be crecited to each church or organisation. We propose 
that this NCC Sunday pe promoted by all member organisations nc that the cay be 
fixed as soon as possible by the Executive Committee of the NCC. 

(2) By a general fund raised from sources in China. Jie have in mind two 


ways of securing money uncer this heacing, by 


(a) Yearly contributions from "Friends of the NCC." Thos who send 
a fixec minimum amount would be entitled to receive Bulletins and Newsletters of 
the NCC in Chinese or English; 

(b) Financial campaigns, nationcl or local, uncertaken by the 
Executive Committce an‘ secretaries of the NCC, The amount raised might not be 
very large wnless considerable time end money were sper.t on such campaigns. But 
there are many potential Chinese supporters whe coule. be reached by interviews, 
letters or meetings in this way. Overseas Chinese Chirches would coubtless be 


: sions Building. The Missions 
Building in Yuen Ming Yuen oac Was civen 28 an encowaent for the NCC by the 
generosity of the Presbyterian Missicn. ‘he building in Muscum Roa? has now been 
adced to it. By careful management these two properties should produce a sub- 
stantial income in the coming year. : 

(4) By gifts from the Missionary Socicties aborad. lie believe that our friends 
in New York anc London will be ready to continue to stand behinc the NCC with 
considerable help, all the more so if they see that energetic steps are being taken 
to raise money from sources in China as outlined above. 

We recommenc therefore that the NCC try to raise a larger proportion of 
its 1947 budget in China, and ask the Finence Committec to work out detailed plans, 
Suggesting the orovortion of the NCC budget to be rceised in these four ways and 
getting a goal to which ve might work in the coming Pinancial year beginning 
April, 1947. 


A General Recommendation 


Council recommends that future Bicnnial Meetings of the NCC incluce 
tucy and consideration of the mecical enc. literature 
tas of our work. 
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‘Poreien Missions Conference of !' 4. China-2 
156 Fifth Avenue Wew York 10, !!.Y. 
Far Fastern Joint Office 

CHTNA COMITTIE February 27, 1°47 


NATTY. NAL CHRISTIAN CCUICTL O7 CHINA 
Svecial Paner No. 7 
CERISTIAN LEADERSHI” AND THY NET TE! YEARS 
Rev. A. ™. Griffiths 


The considerations urge@tin this short raver arose out of the 
discussions of the grouw> on the Le :dershi»n of the Church and it was 
felt that verhans sevarate treatment was justified. Fveryvy effort has 
therefore been made to avoid working over rround already covered, 


excent where reference is necessary. Christian leadershin is a 
Subject as old °s the Church in China, «nd there is no need to deal 


with material which has been reveatedly discussed wherever Church 
workers forerather. 

fhe »rovision of Christian leaders hos ‘lways been a first 
priority in the history of the Church, and considerations ard prorrams 
So often previously urged are still und ubtedly valid in 
terms, out in this day the agreed urrency of intensive efforts to 
raise un strong leadershi» in the Church needs to be considered a'’so 


egainst the backrround of changing international and national 
conditions, in which it is necessary’ to allow for at least the nrossi- 
bility thet western helo, both in staff and funds, may be seriously 
curtailed or cut off altogether by circumstances bevond our c-ntrol. 
We do not like to consider the »vossibility of another world war, but 
that-it is at lecst a »ossibility. ca not be denied. As individual 
Christi-ns we reassert our faith in s»ite of that »vossibility, and as 
members of a divine institution we have no doubt of the survival of 
the Church, but as servants of that Church we must tke this 
possibility intc account in our »lannine, for it would disrunt Church 
life, internationally and locally on a large scale, and cut off even 
more dr stically than in our recent e:merience, sources of aid both 
in versonnel and funds. e do not like to consider the »rossibility 
of restrictions being’ placed the im>ortation of »~ersonnel and 
funds for the work of the Church, and uvon our movements and conditions 
of work, but this also may hve to be faced in our »l-ns for the next 
decade or 8. Given unlimited time it may be true that rolicies for 
develonnment agreed woon ond adhered to over lone veriods should be 
continued whatever the contemoorary difficulties, but we can no lonrer 
think in terms of centuries, or even of half-centuries, and it may 
have to be admitted that even lone held princi~les should be changed 
_to meet the urgency of the resent situation. Tie is no lonrer on 
our side; it is against us. A pvrocra: for develovine a self su-vorting 
Church which is annlicable to the inaururation of work in virgin soi, 
or to the further ‘evelooment of our »resent wrk if ti e were no 
great oc nsideration, may fail c mmletely in providine what is needed 
for the Church in China today. Our sunremely urrent task for the 
next decade is the movision of more and sironger Chinese leadership, 
and 211 resources should be reviewed with this in mind. 
In o-rticular it is n°cessary for the resources of the }'issions to 
be reassessed, amd conclusions reached which will give maximum 
res: lts in this field. ‘ 

At this moment it is »robable that each of the larger Societies 
has 2 lonrer list of vacancies than et any nrevious »eriod in its 
history. Now, more than ever before, is the time for ~lanning a4 
readjustment of Mission budeets, ani decidine whether for the next ten 
years the rrowth of the Church would not best be served by sending 
fewer miesionzries, nd usgince the resources thus freed in an intensi ve 
program for develoning maximum Chinese le-dershi» in the shortest 
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possible time. Perhans each Socicty over its own field, and each 
s-ction of the Church in its own local areas, should »roduce a »lan 
allowing only for the minimum »ossible number of missionaries for 
educational standard will also keev the students in close touch with 
the actual conditions of their work. All that is taught in seminary 
is of indispensable valuc, but it ought to be »ossible to rive it 
without serregating the students for overlong »eriods, and making it 


difficult, in some cases imvossible, for them to readjust to rural 


or small town comitions. This could be combined with an attermt at 
a solution of one of ow birgest »roblems, which is the existence of 
many smaller churches without a nastor, a condition which has been 
ae ravated by the lack of men in trainine during the war years. The 
filling of these vacancics is an werent rroblem, and will not be 
solved by nresent College entrants, who cannot be rraduated for 
three to five years, even if such training were entirely suitable. 
There is < constant tendcncy for this vacuum to fill itself with low 
grade men, who, rerhans through no fault of their own, can never be 
yroperly qualified. It is true that this roblom, for reasons of 
church vernment, is more acute in some Communions than in others, 
but it is ouresent in all to samc oxtent. Tham etine ~f it can be 
eamhined: with new methods of training for the ministr’, and of the 
fitting of all workers, laymen and teachers and Hos~ital 
workers also to areal job of cvangelism and church-buildine each 
in his own sphere. we can call out of the Middle Schools and Colleges 
or from jobs in which they are already working, the men and. women 
we belie ve the churches nocd. They could live for certain ~ riods 
of the ycar in communitics under a local leador, some trusted nastor 
or missionary, from which thoy could serve the Churchos and 
tusic in the areca, in vo rk together 
work out the Christian lifS in their community. hose of them 
are cefinitely called to the ministry could be »ut tele 
in charge of local congregations and trained while they work. They 
could go into Serinary or College for say threo months in the year, 
finishing thoir trainine with a whole ycoar, or »orhans two in ag 
Seminary staffs could coo~cratc in such a by travelling par 
of the yrar and livine and studying and working with the students in 
such local communitics. The present cmorrency calis for the working 
out of new methods both of »rovidine for our churehecs and trainin 
the ministry. The same local community could »rovide for the ful 
ministry end page! iving of new insviration to othcr workers. It 
would need the setting aside of leaders locally, and the im cdiate 
providing o@f On an adccuate scale, and would c*-rtainly be 
much more extensive than oux yrcesont methods of al training. 


Vie have already cntcred a new »roriod in the life of the Church 
in China, and careful »vlanning is necded for the next ten yoars. - 
The so plans are not the vrovince of the N.C.Cc., but are a domestic 
concern of cach Church frouyn, although the main linos will inevitably 


be Similer. Before ve go forvard let us consider, above all. that 


wo may be facing an emerecney which calls for a com>lote re-thinking, 
perhans cven a reversal, of »revious conclusions ind »rorrams. 


Rov land M. Cross 
Scocretary 
China Commi ttce 
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.»Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. Chine-4 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eastern Joint Office | : (China-3 not issued) 
CHINA COMMITTEE ‘April 11, 1947 


A LETTER FROM Mit. JOHN H. REISNER 
Peiping, March 20, 1947 


Dear Rowland: | y 


On Merch 1st I attended a retreat of the N.C.C. centering about the Forward Move- 


nent. Its not new to you, but one couldn't help but be impressed with the paucity of 
proper leadership and the difficulties of trying to organize an idee or movement in 
the midst of such great national confusion and uncertainty. The situation calls for 
a great deal of oatience and faith. Naturally, I listened to the various statemonts, 
speeches, etc., with particular reference to the rural church and the rural Chris- 
tians, ond £ had the impression that much that was said had little basis of reality 
on the rural side. I omdeeply concerned over this whole rural church situction in 
China, I have repeated to a number of pceple what Frank Price said to us last August 
that if after 10 years, with all the help that could be provided, we could have 1000 
self-supporting, vital, growing rural churches, this would be all that we could hope 


for! No one has disagreed with Frank. After over 100 years of evanjelistic effort - 


. @ great deal of it concentrated in rural China - is thet ell we have to show for it? 


In what lasting cirection has all ourexpenditure of lives and funds gone? Why is 
there so little permanent rootae? 
| March Ql, 1947 


/ 


On ee Tuesday of this weck, we had a conference of people related to the 


N.C.C.R.S.U. called by its Bd. of Directors - very excellent for background - and yes: 


terday there was another megting of the Bd. of Directors to see if we couldn't get a 
bit further along on mattet.of prograti. The bottleneck is lack of a director - Hugh 
Hubbard was elected and as he.is not here - it's difficult to go forward with plan- 
ning. Tomorrow a.m. I am mecting with the Chief Adm. people of ABCFM (Kung Li Hui), . 
Presby. and LMS (CCC) and Methodist and S.?.G. for a bit of advice and to express a 
few thoughts of my omm. The Commmists are everyvhere in this area, and wherever the 


are it's difficult if not wholly impossible to carry on any church work. At a Union 


Church supper here with Louise Strong speakinz, it was brought out that there is not 
a single communist territory known where church work hes not been interfered with. 
Evidently, the civilian leaders at H.Q. don't know what their military comrades dol 
But at best its a discouraging situation. But to get back to the N.C.C.R.S.U. - thoy 
promised to get down to business and work out a program anc an estimate of its cost - 
under possible conditions - and let me have it befors I leave China on the 18th or 
19th. With China as it is, plans cond estimates can only be relative, Jim Hunter is 
doing a swell job as Chief Agr. Rehab. Office for U.N.R.R.A. and the same for C.N.R. 
R.A. = a Very unusual arrangement - but it certainly incicctes the confidence of the 
Chinese in hin. We went cut to Tungchow oh Sunday for a lobk around the “ural Center 
- admirably adapted to the plans the N.C.C.R.S.U. have in pind - but requiring some 


expansior . | 


This a.n. I am going out to Peking University College of Agriculture, of which 
my old student Dr. Yu-Tch fu is Doon. Out of 136 mon on his staff, over 1/2 arc grad, 
of the Colloge of Agr. anc Forosty in Nanking. Thoy tell me this is what onc finds 
everywhere in China where Agr. work is being done by Govt. agencies. “aturclly, I a. 
deeply gratificd. I hope also to sco Dr, Hu Shih, tho presicent - then lunch with 
our alumi, then to the N.C. Govt. Exo. Sta. ‘that the Japancse built - saic to have 


\ been one of the finest in Asia - in anticipation of Japan's permencnt occupation of 


North China. The Japanese took over cll cur improved strains and breeding materials 
frdm the Yenching Station and used them as the basis of thoir om progran of crop 
improvement. So - so far as “hina is concerned - nothing was lost of "our" cfforts 
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(U. of N.). They also used our work at Kaifeng and Tsuran and along the Tsingtao- 
‘Tsinan R.R. 


4 Later in the afternoon, I am going to Hai-tien (near Poiping) to sce the pas 
there - at request of Jimay Chilan anc thon over to Yenching. 


} Irma Hizhbaugh is here and working on a homes program. There are more well- -— 
trained experienced rural missionaries in this Hopei aren than any other comparable 
place in the world - they just need a bit of peace. 


f Meny thanks for the excellent planning and help you have provided. I'll report 
: in greater dctail,in due course. In spite of the turmoil - there is a great work to 
be done anc we must save this rural church situation or face grave consequences to 
the whole Christian-movement in China. 

My best wishes to all. 
Corcially 
(signed) John 


John H, Reisner 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Comnittce 
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_ preachers' training, to teach them how. We need to train them in hygiene, homes work, _ 


Foreign Missions Conference of China-5 
156 Fifth Aveme, New York 10, N.Y. | : 
Far Eastern Joint Office April 21, 1947 
CHINA COMMITTEE | : 
CONDITION OF THE RURAL CHURCH AND SURROUNDING THE RURAL CHURCH OF HOPEI 
The Occasion; Enlarzed meeting of the North China Christian Rural Service on occasion 


of the visit of Mr. J.H,Reisner of Agricultural Missions.Inc, ,New York, 
and Irma Highbaugh of National Christian Council, Shanghai. 


In Attendance: 50 church leaders, Chinese and missionary, gathered from the churches 
and cooperating institutions represented in the North China Christian 


Rural Union,ie. Churches and missions were: Church of Christ in China, American Preg- 
byterian, Methodist, London Mission, Congregational (Kung Li Hui),Anglican (Sheng 
Kung Hui) with some from Saanei Courch of tne Brethren--Yenching University, Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Union Bible School for Women, etc. District Superintendents, Pastors, 
Public Health Nurses, Agriculturalists, Homes Workers, Supervisors and Secretaries of 
Religious Education, with a few school principals. : 


Notes on Conditions gatnered from Discussion Speeches. (Irm Highbaugh recording) 


Rev. Tiien Li- , Methodist, Superintendent of Lan Hsien District, formerly one of 
the best districts of North China. Have just finished a lay leaders training class of 


‘ten days held in the city church of Lan Hsien. (Note: Lan Hsien has suffered a 


series of heavy earthquakes for two year period and there were several severe tremors 

whicn greatly frightened many who were there. Wo mention of this was made in the 

meeting, ) | | 

Tien: Lan Hsien District had 27 cimrches (all good ones) now only five are alive. 
for ten years the pastors were not allowed to preach. They don't know how to 

preach. Now they are in Communist area and still not allowed to preach. We need 


agriculture, as well as preaching. To show them HOW to preach to the present situa- 
tion. Why go on wasting their energy by doing nothing. | 


Presbyterian northwest of Peiping. The church work is not even allowed to 

breathe at the present. Unless the government changes, there is NO HOPE for 
the rurel church. If we are to live in the country, we MUST change our methods. If 
one wears a garment with a foreign flavor, one is not allowed tc live. If there is mt 
change the rural church ig DEAD. Pastors need a double salary to what they now have 


to live at all. : 


Tgung: District Superintendent of Tsunima District. Methodist. Northeast of Peiping. 
We had 22 clmurches, only three can live now because of the Communists. The 
Chinese farmer, if given the slightest chance will come up @gain, and plant and go 
ahead. We must do the game thing. Do what we can. Train the pastors and Bible Women. 
The meng eyes are bad. Let them know how to treat them. The government has not 
@ single tr@ined murse in ell that region, The Communists have started a "Fu Mu Chieh" 
Womans Organization with loud cries of equality for women with men, Wo literacy work 
for women. How can they be equal. The church started a literacy class and has 37 
women and girls, 15-50 years of age. (a) Do what we can now; (b) Prepare our leaders. 
@iote: They will hold lay leeders training next week in one of the 3 churches. ) 


Liu: What do the people need different from previously? We need to study their 
problems. 


ld Peng Chao: Religious Education Work for Women and Children on Tientsin District 

Methodist, We need to help the caurch members have a god time. They are so : 
@iecourazed and have hed @ sorry time for so long. They know what they believe, some 
of them do and stick to it. The story of @ man who vas called by ‘the Commnists 


* 
~ 
© = ? 
+ 
> 
4 
| 
- 
~ 


-3- China-5 


recently to bring charges against his pastor. He refused saying the pastor was al- 

: right. They released him, In that same place, the church people were required to 

| register. The churcn members fearlessly registered. The Catholics had been there for 

’ 30 years, not one registered. The Communists commended the courage of the church mem 

| ~—s bers who registered and said they mst be free of evil. They were allowed to contime 

their church activities. We need to study the needs, record them, train the leader- 
. ship and prepare literature to meet their needs. The old literature does not suffice. — 


Report of one church member whom we formerly knew. A man northwest of Peiping on Lan 
; Hsien District. When @ young man, he showed umusual energy and interest in new thing, 
i The pastor and Dist.Superintendent urged nim to follow new agricultural methods. He 
did. They looked out for new things for Him and often he did the new things opposed 

. to the ridicule of his fellow villagers. He gradually became a well-to-do man. His 
children went through school. ...The Communists have taken everything. Left a few mou 
| of land which his wife tills but not enough for her to live on, He fled taking his 

, deeds to land,etc. Now lives with daughter and cares for her children. 


Ortha Lane reported a church scutn of Lang Fang, which is half way between Teintsin 

and Peiping. This church, Pei Yin, was one studied in the Price Rural Church study. 

It was considered one of the dest all around churches in the study. A small village lp 
with live congregation, giving services to the community. Recommended as a desirable 
place in which to do Homes Center of work. Later investigation ghowed that they have 

had (a) the Japanese who were very cruel to them and many of their best leaders fled, 

(>) Four years of floods (c) now the Communists. Many walls of houses are down and 

very little population left. No leadership there. Communists in active control. 


. Bill Hsu reported the area in the three eastern districts served from Changli. Men- 

tioned his own home village just inside the Great Wall @s typical. Yung An Pu was a 

largish village. The Japanese, for purposes of control, wiped out ail villages round 

| about requiring the people tomve to the large village. They razed wells to the 

| ground. The people mostly went into the cities. This was the procedure all through 
that area. Another place, Methodist church, Shih Ke CHhng 8-9 miles west of Changli 
was always @ swampy place, They turned them into rice fields settling Japanese on the 
land and pushing out all Chinese of that area. When the Japanese left, no one at all 

there, The Changli echool asked for the rice fields for an agricultural project of the 
school. Granted to them but the Communists have moved in and taken it all. In all the 
east of Peiping area no villages where the leaders were not murdered by the Japanese, 
and often whole villages -the people were simply buried alive. Now, the Communists 
are in the same area. They only murder the leaders, bum the deeds of land and sup- 
press the people. They allocate three mou of land to e@ch farmer Sho thinks he is now 
rich. Actually it requires fifty mou for 4 Somtly of five to subsist in this dry 


land area. 


Rev. Chiang, Principal of the Tsunhua Schools, Metnodist. One day bus ride southeast 
of Peiping reports that the doors, windows, floors are all gone from nis school. The 
Japanese mace life very hard for him. Now, the Communists have a price on his head,so 
he stays in Peiping. His teachers run a small school in the remnants of buildings. 


‘Chun Tm K'ou, about ten miles from Tsunhua was a small village with a flourishing 
Christian Fellowship. One local boy nad taken agriculture training at Changli and 
regularly sprayed trees, since it was a fruit region. They organized a cooperative fc 
e@ring for goats to prevent their spoiling young trees. 22 young men and women took 
turns leading the meetings and the pastor from a nearby church came once a month, 

a Two young men were local pastors. School, church and Sunday achool all grew out of 
. the literacy classes. In the beginning most of the population were illiterate. Homes 
work included a Family organization with sections for adult men, mothers-in-law, 

’ daughters-in-law, older girls etc. Teams of young men and women took responsibility 


| 
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for literacy work and children's meetings in nearby villages. The young men dug out 
tne stream and cut off a place for fresh water supply for drinking near the springs, 
and others for washing clothes,etc.etc. One girl trained ag midwife. The Japanese 
buried al the young men leaders of that place. Many buildings were razed and it 
is now in the hands of the Communists. | 


The committee representing the various churches in the N.C.C.R.S.U. met to consider a 
location for the Homes Center for Christian work. A situation was considred half- 
way between Peiping and Tiensin where four of the cmrches' territory came together. 
The committee recommeaded that these places be visited to look over the prospects. 
The NCCRSU board turned it down pointing out that even a visit from such a team would 
bring trouble to the people there. The communists would bring reprisals and might 
even raze the villages, as they have done in many other places. 


March 21,1947 
Rowland M, Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 
Overseas Newsletter No. 47 —- March, 1947 
From Ronald Rees, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai 


I have recently been trying to collect some representative opinions of the 
general situation in China, from Chinese, American and British friends, in Shanghai, 
Wuhan and Nanking, I am mentioning no names and what I have to report is said on my 
Own responsibility. Zven so I would prefer to regard this part of my newsletter as 


confidential within tne family circle of those wno may read this report. 


1. The’ Economic Situation. The financial crisis of early February wes evidently very 
serious. It is said that only the prompt intervention of Chiang Kai-shek himself 
saved the situation which, if the government had lost control, threatened to lead to 
economic chaos, civil disturbances and possibly the fall of the government. Some be- 
lieve that the Communist party were interested in making 4s much trouble as possible. 
Another such crisis might bring about collapse. The present situation cannot last 


more than 12 months, according to the experts, unless some help is available from 


abroad. Hence the interest in a loan from the United States. Meanwhile the govern 
ment is floating an internal loan to absorb idle capital here in China, now that the 
speculation in gold bars and foreign exchange is controlled. Short term Treasury 


Notes equivalent to US$300,000,000 are to be issued, and Government honds totaling 


US$100,000,000. With tne new exchange of CNC$12,000 to US$1.00 and CNC$40,000 to the 
pound sterling, prices are stable for the timebeing. A few commodities have actually 
fallen a little in price. The black market for American dollars is very much under 


cover and even so not much different from the official rate of exchange. The bare cost 


of living for most of us missionaries on the coast or in uhan is around $15,000 to 
$20,000 a day which at the present exchange is not unreasonable. 


2. The International Situation. What is happening in China, or likely to 
not be separated from the general world situation. If there is a move to take a firm 


_ become more a@ggressive, America would probably give more aid to China as her ally, 


which again would mean a set-back for Chinese Communists. Consequently either way 
the prospects for China seem brighter (unless you're a commnist!) I had asked whe- 
ther we should look forward to twenty or thirty years contimuance of these disturbed 
conditions in China (I believe Professor Latourette thinks it may be forty or fifty) 
but the line of thought indicated above is offered as one ground of hope that more 
settled conditions may come here, bringinzg desperately needed epportunities for re- 
covery which in turn would affect our work in China. 


3. The political situation. I believe few would contend that the only way, or even 
the best way, to meet the challenge of Russia is by force of arms or loans or the 
sending of experts. Britain and America have to beat them to it be demonstrating a 
wetter way of life which would make other ways loge their attraction and seem unneces- 
eeary. So in China, If the present government leaders could give better government 
to the people, they would meet the challenge now confronting them. Whichever side can 
do that will win adherents. The battle for the control of China may be lost or won in 
Nanking, 


The Central Executive Committee of the Kuomintang (Nationalist party in control of 
the Central government) has been meeting in Nanking last week. They have definitely 
decided to broaden the dasis of the government. A state council] is to be appointed 
of about 40 members, Places will be offered to the other parties,the Commniste,the 
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| 
| line in the case of Greece and Turkey to prevent Russia from having tod great an in- 
fluence in the Near East whica would affect the position in India and even-China, some 
are saying why not take a firm line in China also? If Russia backs down iy response 
to this policy, Chinese Communists are likely to back down algo. If Russi ,) bre to 
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Democratic League, the Democratic Socialist Party, tne Young China Party and a few 
independents. By the time this letter is read abroad, the names of those appointed 
will probably have been made public, and also changes in the men who hold the min 
offices of government. Notice the selection of personnel, Wimt kind of reformed 
Chinese government is there going to be? Will the men responsible inspire confidence 
as more "Liberal"? If so Chine will probably secure a loan from America. At the same 
time I believe there is a feeling abroad even among men most friendly to America, 
| which is quite understandable, that too much pressure from abroad is a kind of inter~ 
ference in China's internal affairs. Some say that if all foreign powers would keep 
their hands off China, the issue would be settled more quickly even if it meant that 


the two main parties had to fight it out. 


4. The military situation. There is some disagreement &s to whether the capture of 
Yenan by the Central government troops is significant or not. (Yenan has been the 
Chinese Communist headquarters ever since they were dislodged from Kiangsi province 
and driven round West China into Shensi province where Yenan ig situated, north of 
Sian.) Some hold that the Commnist forces withdrew without serious fighting, to 
keep their main forceg intact, according to the principles of guerrilla warfare. 
Others believe it is a serious blow to Communist prestige, a psychological victory. 
Tne day after the fall of Yenan was announced, representatives of other parties who 
had been waiting in Shanghai hastened to Nanking. Also certain government leaders 
hope it will lead to a split in Communist ranks between those who are patriotic 
Chinese and thoge who look primarily to Moscow. The government forces needed a vic- 
tcry, In February several of their divisiong armed with American equipment were sur- 
rounded in Shantung and the Generalissimo hastened to that front, When they are 
winning toe Communists are intransigeant, demanding that the military position on 
January 13 de restored and the new constitution cancelled. If the Central government 
troops win some victories, that will induce the Communists to negotiate. But the 
+. Chinese friend who said this added that too great victories are not desirable; they 
Row would entrench the Kuomintang, who in their turn mst be made to gee they face an im- 
possible task if they have to clear all China of guerrillas. They too mst ncgctiate. 
: If the die-hards in the Kuomintang are shaken, there ig some hope. One very important 
test of strength will be the ability to reopen the two railway lines from Hankow and 
from Nanking northwards to Peiping, on which economic recoveryso largely depends, 


m 3 5. Some personalities in public life. I understand that the recent session of the 


. Central Executive Committee of the Kuomintang demonstrated again the predominant po- 
| sition of Chiang Kai-shek, It was he who insisted on the broadening of the base of 
government by taking in some liberal elements, He is said to have shown cigns of 
getting angry, and his colleamges are afraid of him‘when he ig angry. Chiang has been 
carrying the heavy burden of the Executive Yuan (a post equivalent to that of Prime 
Minister) since the resignation of T, V. Soong. TV took responsibility, but others 
are showing reluctance, (If Chang Chun is appointed, you will be glad to know he is a 
Christian who with his wife often attended services at the West China University, 
| Chengtu.) Unless some strong man can be found for this post, the burden will fall on 
Chiang I asked how it was that if he retains this ascendancy over his colleagues, he 
is not able to secure more success in the administration of the government which 
admittedly has been so unsatisfactory, The answer given me was that it is one thing 
to -hold his team together and weather a crisis, but another thing to secure better 
jadministration in the day to day affairs of every ministry or in the carrying out of 
policies at a distance from Nanking. YFor.that he ig obviously dependent on others and 
there are not enough really first class men available. I wag told that Chiang can put 
@ thing through if he really concentrates on it hard enough, but with the miltitude of 
responsidilities he has to carry it is not easy to select one thing and concentrate on 
7 it. Anyhow what is the one thing on which he should concentrate? 


y The regignation of T. V. Soong removes from tne government the man who probably has 
the ablest financial mind, Why has he failed? [It seems that by nature he is not very 
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sociable or easy in his relationships with colleages, He is not disposed to take ad- 
vice and has antagonized others by refusing requests for aprroprijations -- he is one 
of the few men who could say no to the Generalissimo. He was honestly trying to serve 
his country but his policies could not bear fruit immediately and he did not succeed 


- in explaining what they were to the general public so as to carry people with him. One 


friend to whom I spoke suggested that his education has been too western and too lit- 


_ tle Chinese (the reverse is the case witn Chiang Kai-shek) and that he had few polit- 


‘cal friends and no group benind him. [ do not believe there is any reason to doubt 
his personal probity. On the personalside tuis fall from power may be good for T.V. 
&@s in defeat his mind turned more kindly to the solace of the scriptures which he was 
heard to quote in a private gathering (Ps. 23 and Micah 6). 


The so-called CC Clique (led by Chen Li-fu and Chen Kuo-fu) is very powerful still 
and has been attacking the foreign minister Wang Shih-chieh for his weak policy 
toward Russia. It has been difficult to get rid of the Chen brothers because they have 
sucn & hold on the party macnine, with their henchmen in so many offices, right down 
to the hsien magistrates. Oddly enough, though reactionary in politics they hold rad- 
ical views about social welfare and if their very real abilities could be enlisted in 
activities for the welfare of the common people,that is just wnat China needs. 


. fhe question has recently been raised as to how we reconcile the failures of the 
government with tne fact of which we m@ke a good deal that there are so many Chris- 
tians in public life in China. I have asked gome of our friends about this. One 
Chinese friend countered by asking, are there so many Christians in official life? Are 
they really Christians? Anyhow, he said, he nad tested several pages of the Who's Who 
anc found not more than 10% were Christians instead of tne 50% whicn some speakers 
and writers have claimed. Ye may have to revise our publicity at this point. I believe 
there are true Christians in government service, but not enough to be very effective 
in carrying out policies rignt down oe all ranks. But I mst not pursue this 
point here. 


6. The Porward Movement. I have written the preceding paragraphs on the general sit- 
uation here because it is all relevant to the Kingdom of God in Chim and closely 
related to the life and work of the clmrches. Spiritual regeneration is at the heart 
of our problem here and everywhere. In the light of our present situation the Forward 
Movement ig seen to have deeper significance. Our objectives are beginning to take 


_shape and the movement to gain momentum. At a recent meeting of the special Committee 


in Shanghai Bishop W. Y. Chen told us of a writer some years azo who proposed a move- 
ment to Westernise all Chinese life. The phrase used was Ch'uan pan hsi yang ma yun 
tung Biship Chen said we are not concerned to Westernise, but we are to Christian- 
ise - our aim is Chiuan pan Chi tu hua, all for Christ, every aspect of individual, 
social and national life. This phrase is now being used as a notto. I am attaching 
to this letter some of the suzzestions waica are being nade for those who wish to 
take part in the Forward Movement. We invite the prayers of all lovers of China for 
the churches and Curistian organizations as tney undertake this movement under con- 
ditions beset with difficulty but so full of op»vortunity. 


Ronald Rees 
Shanghai, March 31, 1947 | | 


Rowland Cross 
Secretary 
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Second Paper) 


| In response to requests the Forward Movement Committee of the NCC is issuing a 
| few suggestions. But it cannot be too stronzly empnasized that each participating 
- group should work out for themselves by corporate tnouzht and prayer what is needed 
in eacn situation. 

I. MOTTO 


"Chiuan pan Chi Ta bua Yun tung", (All for Christ Movement) 


l. pads Christians 
@) Devotion to Christ. “Every Christian a praying Christian " 


To revive the spiritual life of the Church by fellowship, Biblé study and prayer. 
(bd) Stewardship for Christ. "Every Christian a serving Christian, " 

To offer our work, time, possessions, relationsaips and daily living. 

(c) Witness for Carist. "Every Caristian a witnessing Christian." 

To win men and women for Christ and to devoted membership of His Cmrch. eo 
To purify and strengthen tne moral life of tae nation. 


he Local Church 
a Every member enrolled in a fellowship group and pledzed to regular daily 
; habits of worship. Bible study and prayer. 
| Se A Stewardship Council, to promote Christian living. 
: c) A week of witness and a Cuaristian Home Yeek. 
(ad) A Church School to train children, young people ent: adults. 


The District or Synod Church body: 


. A Forward Movement Committee, to promote the work ‘initia the District 

within each Cmurch, and to cooperate with otrerr in this Movement. 

Emphasis on devotion, Stewardsnip and witness, 

: Cooperative work, coordinated through the local Christian Council; 

| (a) Conferences and Retreats for ministers, to encourage evangelism 

(bo) Lay training institutes 

(c) Team visitation for evanzelistic work in all cities, smallér towns and 
rural areas 

(d} & depot for Christian books and visual aids 

(e) Special efforts in Schools (Christian and Government), for teachers 

and students 

(f) Special efforts in hospitals, for staff and patients 

Ss . (g) Christian Home movement 


4. ty and nation 

@) In rural areas, making the Cmurch tne centre of healthy Christian living 
and influence in tne community 
. (bd) In cities, opening of new work in factories and shops, the armed forces 
and government offices. 
(c) Use of the local press for evanzelism and church news. 
(ad) rat the Christian message from local stations. 


IIL. SOME EMPHASES IN OUR MESSAGE 
Expoundinz our motto "All for Christ." Who He is, His claim on us. What He offers 
to each of us, His significance for China and all nations, the Kingiom of God - His 
laws, Judgment on sin, forgiveness,and redemption of all human life in Christ. 
The nature of the Church and its necesgity for us. 
: Guidance for living, Christian standards of family life, the use of time and 
ss momey, @ sense of responsibility for the common life, and what we should think and do 
~ as Christian citizens and peacemakers among men, 
Confronting men with @ choice they cannot escape, offering them faith, hope and 
love,and calling them to dedication of life to Christ and the service of His Church, 


II. OBJECTIVES 

: 
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December 1, 1946 


Present: Dr. Li Jungefang (chairman), James Hunter, Elmer Galt, Yang Chin-p'o, 
Liu I-hsin, Myfawny Wood, Ortha Lane, Chang Hsueh-yen, Robbins Strong. 


Elmer Galt opened the meeting with prayer. 
The minutes of tne last meeting were read and accepted. 


Elmer Galt gave a brief description of the work in Paoting and of their hopes to be 
able to invite a director to take char ze of tne work there. 


James Hunter gave @ summary of the Heifers for China project of the Church of the 
Brethern Service Committee. The jurisdiction over the heifers is a bit confused but 
it was felt tnat the NCCRSU had a good cnance of getting some. After discussion of 
tne way in which they could best be used and of our available resources for taking 
care of them until they became self-supporting, 


Voted: To ask for 100 heifers, not including Yenching, these to be divided as follows: 
Changli, 30; Tungchow, 30, Ming Hsien (Oberlin in Shansi) 40. We should ask 
tnat these heifers be sent to the place where they are to be located and that 
we receive the same treatment as those institutions receiving heifers from 
the Department of Agriculture and Forestry. 


<= 


To prepare a budget for a project to feed and care for these heifers until 

. they can become self-sustaining. This request is to be presented to the 
American Advisory Committee through the NCIRC. A committee of Yang Chin-p'o, 
James Hunter and Robbins Strong is to prepare a detailed estimate of tne cost 
a@s the basis of the request. 


Chang Hsueh Yen presented the 12 year program of the Literature Department. 
bea: To accept this report and to a it to the proper supporting agencies. 


Voted: To ask the American Board to at the early return of Mr. Hugh Hubbard to 
North China in order to expedite the revival of the NCCRSU. 


To ask the London Mission to consider sending Mr. J. B. Taylor to North China 
for a period of three years to head up the cooperative society work of NCCRSU. 


Voted: To ask Irma Highbaugh to come to North China as soon as she can to help re- 
organize the NCCRSU and to prepare tne way for the return of Mr.Hugh Hubbard. 

Voted: To ask the secretary to write to the constituent bodies urging them if they 
have not already déne so to appoint regular delegates to the NCCRSU and to no- 
tify the secretary of their choice. Members of the staff are not to be counted 

as delegates tothe NCCRSU. 
Voted: To approve the followinz officers of the Literature Department of the NCCRSU: 
- Wang Tze-ciung (chairman), Liu I hein (treasurer), Ch'i Kuang-tou (Chinese 

secretary), Robbins Strong (English secretary),Chang Hsueh Yen (Dept. head ). 


Voted: To write to the FMCNA and the Conf. of British Miss. Societies asking them 
to consider the problem of finding a way to use the sabbatical year of |. 


Chang Geueh-yen. 
English Secretary, 
Robbins Strong 


Voted 
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OUTLINE OF TWELVE YEAR PLAN FOR IMPROVEMENT OF £ LITERATURE IN CHINA 
H. Chang, Bai tor-in-Chief of gazine and 
Head of Literature Department of North China Christian Rural Service Union 


This plan has been revised by a Committee of Five appointed by a recent official 
meeting of the North China Christian Rural Service Union with the following as its 
revised form. The plan is divided into four periods of three years each. It is sub- 
ject to modification when necessary. It aims to develop a self-suvporting Christian 
service enterprise. 


First Period (1947-1949) 


The total effort of this period should be directed to promoting the circulation 
of the Christian Farmer Magazine, and to tne preparation of new projects. 


1947 Restoration of the original circulation - 50,000. 
1948 Preparation for compiling books for the establishment of rural libraries. 
1949 Establishment of relations witn publisners and publications in other countries 
to promote cultural contacts. Increase the circulation of the Christian Parmer 
to 100,000. During this period tne possibility of acquiring 4 printing-press should 
be investigated, perhaps by Dr.H.Y.Chang,the Editor,during his sabbatical year. It 
would also require a considerable capital. If acquired it should be worked as a co- 
operative. 
During this period a Montnly Rural Health “azazine should be produced in co- 
operation wito PUMC and the local Health Dept.wno may also be willing to help finance 
it. 


Second Period (1950-1952) 


1950 Begin to encourage and assist churches to establish cooperatives through which 
literature would be distributed and with a view to their being able to satisfy 
general rural needs. Begin to publish a Country Children's Monthly. 

1951 Complete compilation of 5,000 books for rural libraries. Start a correspondence 
school to meet advancing needs of ambitious self-made readers and to take care 
of readers' questions. 

1952 Publisn a Farmer's Pictorial. Increase the circulation of the Christian Farmer 
to 500,000. During this period a research department should be established in 

cooperation with universities, e.g., Cheoloc and Nanking and Yenching and other high 

standard institutions. This department would collect data for special studies on rural 


problems and publish @ Rural Research Magazine. 
Third Period (1953-1955) 


1953 Prepare an annual Farmer's Year Book. 

1954 Consolidate works already establisned and promote circulation of periodicals and 
books already published. 

1955 Add 5,000 books to the rural libraries to make a total of 10,000 titles. 
Increase the circulation of the Christian Parmer to 1,000,000. 


Fourth Period (1956-1958) 


The period's work is to emphasize tne following points: 
i) Completion of the Cnourcn cooperatives with literature work as major emphasis. 
ii) Addition of 20,000 volumes to toe rural libraries. A yearly minimum to be 
added nereafter. 
iii) Promotion of educational projects. 
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iv) If possible publish a single sheet, simple-styled Farm Daily partly re- 
placing the news section of tne Cnristian farmer, and convert the 
Christian Farmer into a weekly. 

v) The following circulations shoula be aimed at: 


Christian Farmer ..... 2,000,000 Rural Pictorial ...... 100,000 
Country Children ..... 100,000 Rural Health ...... -.» 20,000 
Rural Researcn ...... 10,000 Farmer's Year Book... 50,000 


If political and other conditions permit this plan to be carried into effect 
it should be possible during this period to become financially self-supporting. Then 
ea further plan would be necessary, which would be part of the responsibility of 
the researen department. 


This plan needs subsidizing from abroad as follows: 


First period - US $40,000 for each of the three years 
Second period - US $30,000 " 
Fourth period - US $10,000 ee. a " 


If any one year the funds are insufficient they should be raised in China. 


It is clear that the whole of this plan and particularly the parts relating 
to circulation depend to a great extent on political and economic factors beyond our 


control. It should therefore be regarded as flexible and subject to any necessary 
modification. 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary 
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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 


The Experience of a Stucent 


"I am the bay." This powerful expression and sweet promise both stirs and 
comforts me. Immediately following the "Pearl Harbour" incicent in 1941, Hongkong, 
where my family still remained, was soon captured b;r the Japenese. I fell into 
despair and a apirit of hopelessness overtook me. I began to doubt the value of 
my original ideal to buildup a new China by material improvement anc incustrial 
reconstruction. I began thinking again about our experiences in harmonious liv- 
inz which we had enjoyec_in the Christian Fellowsaip of the University, anc it 
Seemed that I could hear again the words of our Lore saying: "I am the jay." 


Our school was a governmental university, The National Chekiang University, 
locatec in Hangchow but moved inlanc to Kweicaow province curing the wer in 1940. 
"Christ is the way." Our Christian Fellowship hac been estcblished several years 
before, and-hac been promoting Christian living in its non-Christian environment. 
In the beginning our group was a small one, but it nevertheless establishec anc 
promoted a very devoted and happy type of life together. Many schoolmates were 
influenced by the enthusiastic life of prayer, love, anc cooperation of its men- 
bers. I was one of those who came from a non-Christian family anc hac no connec- 
tion with the church whatever. ‘I was deeply moved by the sincere faith anc 
hospitality, anc became one of their members. Afterward I was invitec to attend 
their meetings and became intimately acquainted with several Christian friends. 


"The Lord is the way." His love held me and did not let me go. I was 
elected as a member of the stancing committee and thus hac an opportunity for a 
more careful stucy of the Bible. I also hac many opportupities for contact with 
some leaders of the church. The more I learned about ine abe, the closer the 


_ bond of His wonderful love drew me to Hin. 


Aftcr a while, some strong Christian leaders came to our college and mace a 
strong appeal for Christian workers. Thoir arcent message servec as a challenge 
to me to offer myself for the ministry in service to the Church of Goc. After 
three cays of earnest prayer am heavy conflict within, I could not help but yield 
to Him anc cecicate my life to rn work. I mace up my minc to woes in the steps 
of former saints: 

"Expect great things from God 
Attempt great things for God." 


Christ is the way, He is the hope of the world, and the founcation-stone of 
a world-wide peace. The chief problem of China or even of the whole world is the 
problem of morality rather than any other else. Only Christ can deliver the human 
heart from corruption anc turn our face towards our Heavenly Father. This is the 


- preconstruction of human society anc the beginning of a new relationship. I de- 


ciced to finish my college courses in. the Civil Engincering Department of the 
National Chekiang University in 1943 and to begin my theological training in the 
Nanking Theological Seminary. 


"He is the way." ates rishi tl courses in the Seminary. In 
these three years of theological stucy, I learnec much more about Christianity, 
the church, anc the theology, anc I drew closer to our Lorc. His vital living 
message strengthens me to stand firmly in this dark anc sinful worlc. "I dco 
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believe I shall yet see the Eternal good to me, in the lance of the living." 
(Psalms 27:13, Moffatt's Translation) "Wait for the Eternal." I decicec to work 
in the church in Hangchovw as a Christian worker among the youths in my mother 
school, the National Chekiang University. I hope to have a chance for further 
study at some future day when I have got some practical experience through field 
work. Most of the young people of today remain stainless and pure as a piece of 
white paper, but they hesitate in the cross-roads lacking of guidance, longing for 
hight and righteousness. These youths can never fail, the only problem is to l 


- them into the way of our Saviour. | 


"He is the way." The Fellowship in the Chekiang University has lasted twelve 
years and grows stronger anc stronger. The Fellowship has createc her bright his- 
tory. There were more than forty mombers baptised and confirmec through the ~ 
Fellowship and five worked in thc YMCA and the YWCA, one enterec theological study 
to serve in the church, and ancther one decide} to stucy in the New York Biblical 
Seminary this summer. We have a huncrec and twenty stucent members in the feliow- 
ship this. semester in the school in Hangchow. They have worked out tueir regular 
programs. They have evening prayer meetings every week-Cay, anc their orn student 
Sundey Service regularly. They also help the church in the city on their church 
programs, by singing in the choir, attencing the Bible classes, and coing social 
service. 

In the school now they have cividec into seven groups, each one with its 
own program of activities onc a regular meeting once a week. They have included 
worship, stucy, fellowshio, anc social service in their yearly orogram. YSie be- 
lieve that God will guice us into a wicer anc ceeper work throurh thcse groups. 
We hope to have a permanent builcing consisting of a chapel an¢ a hall for social 
gatherings as our own center of cctivity. We believe that He is the way, He will 
lead us in His way. 


We have more than sixty fellow-Christians graduated from this University 
and we have organized already three branch-fellowships in several big cities, 
Chungking, Nanking, anc Shanghai, and some others in Formosa and Peiping will 
come into existence in the near future. | 


The church in this country needs new blooc, the Stucent Christian Movement 
wants an independent foun‘ation. "The Eternal is my strength and shiclc, uy heart 
has faitn in Him." He vill open the way of Christianity in Chine tocay. We pray 
for the conversion of the vhole nation. 


"I om the way." This comfortable promise makes me sure of the bright future 
of the age to Come. 


"I am helpéd, my heart exults, 
And I/sing to His praise, 
To the Eternal, the strencth of 
His people, a saving stronghold 
for His chosen. 
Save Thy people, bless Thine heritage 
Shepherd them, currying them forever. 


Stephen C. H. Chang 
Nanking, Feb., 1947 


. 

¢ 


Forcisn Missions Conference of N.A* | China - 9 
156 Fifth Ave., N. Y.10, N. Y. 
Far Eastern Joint Office ' 
China Committee May 28, 1947 


. THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 
Committee on Stucent Evangelism in Government Universi 


Minutes of Mecting, April 10, 1947 


PRESENT Mrs. Ruth Barr, Rev. A. Baxter, Mr. Hsu Yu-en, Miss Edith Lerrigo, 
Mr. Homer Loh, Dr. J. Usang Ly, Miss Gertruce Shao, Mr. C. S. Tsai, 
Dr. E. E. Walline, Mr. George Wu, and Rev. R. D. Rees. 


1. Choirman Dr. Walline was asker to presice at this meeting. 


2. Mr. Rees pateared to the origin of 
committee in the early cays of the war anc explainec that it hac function 
in Shanghai, then Chengtu anc Chungking. After the end of the war the Committee 
had been reappointed by the NCC Executive Meeting in January, 1946 anc had been 
reorganisec by vote of the Ad Interim Committee December 17, 1946, following sug- 


gestions mace by the leaders of the YMCA anc YWCA. This was the first meeting 


“of the new Committee. y 


3. Stucent Christian Centres. Mr. Hsu Yu-en presentec ec brief paper and 
explained the working of the centres. 


4. Personnel. Miss Lerrigo reported on the work in the 12 centres, point- 


_ ing out that there were 8 Chincse secretaries supported by the funds of the Conm- 


mittee and 7 vacancies to be fillec. A number of mem enc \omen were in training, 
due to finish their course by June. Five traincvus tere attached to government 
universities for training. There were 4 foreim workers giving full tine, anc 
2 part time for languase study. The totel number, Chinese and foreign, was 16°. 
now at work full time (see attached list for names, and status of centro building). 


It was asked if workers assigmec by churches or missions for part-time work 
could be usec. It was agreed that there were two types of workers. A certain 
number were neecec for full time work allocated to this Committce, if possible 
two Chinese and a foreign colleague in each place, to give undivided attention 
to the work anc build up a Student Christian Movement, as in countrics abroad. 
But if men anc women coing stucent work basec on their churches in any place 
would cooperate in a unifiocd program end form part of a stucent workers team, 
that also was very desirable. 


Mr. Rees reported conversations with representatives of the Lutheran Church, 
some of whom (eg. Messrs. Sigurd Aske anc Arne Sovik) were much interestec in co- 
sing with the other churches engaged in this work. 


Relations with the Inter-Varsity Fellowship were reforrec to anc it wass 
agreed that there was not much likelihood of their leaders cooperatin; us 
(which -voulc be the best solution) but that the right policy was 2 oositive one 
of a friendly anc vigorous initiative in the work we were Coing, making our evan- 
grtiatie work no less effective than theirs. | 


‘Mr. Rees was askec to take up with Mission eethorities abroac the neec for 
assigning men and women te this work. 


| 
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5. Finance. Mr. Recs presentec a statement of accounts for thefinancial 
year ending March 31, 1947. The balance in hand on that date was ON $435,196.76. 
B ut curing the last week in April remittances hac come from Great Britain (5500) 
and America ($2890) hich gave us f wds in hone of more than CNC$54,000,000 
which hac been put on Ceposit. It was believe: that these latest gifts hac been 
raised abroad as part of the 1946-1947 buceet anc that further remittances for 
the current year could be expected. | 


6. Bucket for It was reported that the present 6 Chinuse secre~ 
taries were needing some $4,000,000 a month, though the figure woulc incrcase with 


the cost of living. If 7 more were added wo should need $7,500,000 for 15 people 


(also increasing with the cost of living). It was agreed to continue to work on 

@ current budget of US$18,000 and to estimate the same amount for 19:8-1949. If 
the full amount is received, it would cover the saleries of 15 Chinese secretaries. 
And we shoulc remember that there were important universitics which we are not at 


present touching. 


7. Gonerel policy for futuro work. Reports were mace of the campaign being 
launched among students at Nanking, as part of the Three Years Forward Movement, 
It wa s agreed to ask the YMCA and YWCA Executive S ecretaries to report the Nan- 
king plans to all other centres, to enlist their interest and their prayers. 
Later information should be sent about the progress and results of the campaign. 
It was hoped that each place woulc uncertako some similar effort as might be most 
appropriate in cach case. The existing magazines publishec by the YMCA and YWCA 
might be usec for publicity anc if necessary some small part of our funds coulc 
be mace available for this ouroose. 


8. Appointment of Officers for this Committce. The following were asked to 
serve: Chairman, Presiccnt Y.C. Tu; Vice-chairman, Dr. E. FE. Walline; Becrotary- 
Treasurer, Rev. A. Baxter in place of Mr. Rees who was leaving the work of the 
NCC to return to England. The Chairman and Secretary were askec to represent 
this Committce on the Commission on Life and Work of the Churches. 


9. Resolutions of anpreciation. The Cormaittee desired to place on record 


its warm appreciation of the services given by Mir. Rees as secrutary, and also 
of the generous support continued so helpfully by the missionary sociéties in 
America and Great Britain. 


R. D. Rees 
Minute Secretary 


Mombers_of the Committee 
Rev. A. Baxter (LMS anc CCC) - Rev. Lyman Hoover Dr. Huang Siu-chi 
Mr. George Geng (Univ of Shanzhai) (Dr. Homer Loh) Miss E. Lerrigo 
Dr. E. E. Welline lir. Kiang Wen-han — Miss Gertrude Shao 
(N. Presbyterian, CCC) (ir. Hau Yu-en) Miss Phoebe Shih 
Mr. George Wu (Acting Gen. Sec.) Dr. J. Usang Ly Another 
A nother member of NCC Staff Mr. C. S. Tsai 


Pres. Y. C. Tu 


— 
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- Paic by other sources than Committee on St 


A Summary of Steff and Building Situation 


1. .Peking University #1. Chang Siu Rentins a building 
(Peipinz) o2. woman secrotary Planning to build in 1947 
Money avail-ble 
2. Wuhan University #1, Liu Nien Feng Rent at present 
: (Wuchang) o2. man secretary Building in Process 
Monuy availabie 
3. Amoy University #1. S usan Ting New builcing opened 
(Amoy) John Muilenberg ‘March 24, 1947 
(Part time) 
4. Chekian: University #1, Chon Ai Ching Building Completed 
(Hanzchor) #2, Viilson Chen November, 1946 
-5. Stephen Chang 
5. Tsinghwa University -1. Philip and Jean Center in University 
Lee Woolf Building 
Chao Fu Shan (trainec) 
03. man or woman 
( -  . 6, Central University *1, Chang Kucn Yuen Hope to build in 1947 
) (Nanking) *2,. Herbert Hahn Money available 
7. Sun Yet Sen Univ. -l. John Willians Using rooms in University 
- (Canton) 02. man Hope to build in 1947 
- 035. woman Money available 
8. Northwest University ol. man or woman 
(Sian) 
9. Kwangsi University ol. man or woman Own a builcing 
10. Northeast University 1. Jack Weir Rent a building 
(Shenyang) *2. Mr. Pan Chi-Hsi 
(Moukden ) 
1l. Chungking University ~ 1. Chang Shu Yung Ovm a building 
Shapingba) (Chungkins YVCA) 
Chungking) -2. Hsu Chih Hume 
(Chunzkinz YMCA) 
12. Yunnan University Wang Wan Ch! un Ovm a builcing 
(Relief sccrotary) 
# Paid for by Committce on Stucent Evangelism 
q © Vacancies - to bé paid by Committee on Student Evanzelism 
udent Evangelism 
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AL COUNCIL 

. COMMITTEE ON STUDENT EVANGELISM IN GOVERNMENT UNIVERSITIES 

| Accounts from April 1, 1946 to March 31, 1947 

RECEIPTS 

; 1946; April 1 Balance forward ....... $ 9,775,882.96 
Jwme 80 Interest for Jme ....-. $ 12,120.10 

July 31 " " July 59,892.50 

Aug. 31 © August 62,672.40 

Sept. 30 " " September... 157,245.50 

Oct. 31 October . « e 555,295.50 

Nov. 30 " November ... 596,377.80 

1947; Jan. 31 January 323,328.60 

Feb. 28 -" February .. 226,418.40 

Mar. 31 Merch. . 55,652.60 2,564,713.80 
Sept. 11 From Gr. Britain 5 225-0-0 3 : 
5 @ 11,500. $2,542,500.00 

Oct. 14 = BE 40-0-0 133,600.00 
Pa @ 13,500. 1,550,000.00 


@ 13,400. $35,000.00. 4,361,100.00 


_) 1946; Sept.30 "USA US$2,890. @ 3,350 $9,681, 500.00 
| 26,183,196.76 
PAYMENTS 
1946; April 18 Nat. Committee YCA ..... $2,000,000.00 
" 30 * YMCA ..... 2,500,000.00 
June 17 " " > 2,000, 000.00 
" 37 " YWOA 000,000.00 
Oct. 17 " " 2,000,000. 00 
Nov. 26 " " > 5, 000,000.00 
Balance on hand, Mar. 51, 1917 $ _435,196,76 
April 1947 Received from Gr. Britain 5500 @ CN$39,800 5 19,900,000.00 
Received from USA $2,690 @ CN$11,800 __ 344102,000,00 
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CHINA COMMITTEE | June 5, 1947 
"NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 
a Overseas Newsletter No, 48 - April, 1947 
Béited by Rev. Ronald D. Rees, 169 Yuon Yuen Rodd, Shanghai 


These English Nowsletters have been circulated rather irregularly since the 
end of the war, owing to shortcge of staff, This letter is to keep in touch with 
our constituency and to share with our f riends up 2nd down the country some of the 
news they might not otherwise receive about cooperative work and the activities of 
the NCC. I shall begin with c brief report of a visit to \/uhan and Nenking. 


News from 

The NCC was asked to send 2 representative to Wuhan for meetings on March 
13-14, at which the Hupeh Christian Council was to be started. Im the days before 
the war there was o Preparation Committee in that center which functioned very suc- 
cessfully as a Provincial Christian Council. Now this Council has been launched 
with a proper constitution and a good vrogram of work. 


There were 17 or more churches and Christian Institutions rep esonted at the 
meeting. The new Council has no organic affiliation to the NCC but vill «ork in 
friendly cooperation on matters of common concern. The chcirman is Rev. Stephen 
Tsang of the Sheng King Hui (Episcop-l) Church, and the two vice-chairmen are Rev. 
Wan Fu-lin (Church of Christ) and Rev. R. S. Bjorkdcahl (Swecish). The secretary is 


Rev. Chu Pang-pese {Church of Christ). Committees were appointed to coordinate 
medical, educational, 


be responsible for the Forward Movement, to which the Hupeh Christian Council has | 
pledged itself, joining with others elsewhere who are responding to this call from 
the NCC. One they desire to emphasiz e is Youth work, 


or 

Here, aS everywhere else in China, the door is wide open for work among young 
people. There ere 7 universities or colleges in this center containing some 5000 
students. Six of these institutions have a Christian President. I was told there 
were also 40 middle schools with 20,000 students. Here is a great field of work, 
and it can be best occupied by a common effort of all Christian forces. 


Huc Chung (Central Chine University) is of course one of these institutions 
with about 400 students, this number bcing ccliberately kept from inflation. (Boone 
Middic School has about 800 stucents on the some campus.) Dr. Francis ijei, the 
President, has begun to realize his dream of a five years course thich vill give 
combined training in arts and theology, interchanving teachers with the C. China 
Union Theological College to be reopened this month on the Chien Chia Kai Compound 
under Rev. J. J. Heady as principal. Dr. Huang Pu is in charge of the School of 


_ Education at Hua Chung, one of the few non-governmentschools alloved to train tea- 


chers, perhaps the only one. Hua Chung has for years maintained a very helpful 
relation with the Christiqn Middle Schocls,of C. China (Hupch, Hunan, Kiangsi). 


Recently they called a conference of principals end 17 out of the 25 were sent. 
In alternate years they will continue to have a summer institute for teachors of 


f the Christian Middle Schools, fixed for this coming summer. Next year they ill 


organize a travelling team of principals to visit other schools in South and East 


Wu-han University (jju-Ta) is a government institution of about 2000 students on 


@ Very attractive campus three or four miles out of Wuchang, which I visited. The 


authorities have mace excellent use of the site, builcing the main block on a long 
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Christian literature and socialwork. 4 special committee will 
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terrace on a ridge, looking across « valley to < wooded hill, beyond which are the 
faculty housts. Near these houses and just outside the campus boundary is the stu- 
dent center in a very attractive house and garden, established under the auspices of 
the NCC Committee on Student Evangelism in government universities. I stayed with 


Dr. Paul Kwei who has just returnec from a special job in Nanking to his teaching 
work. He and his wife are giving wise and devoted help to the Student Christian 
Fellowship. The activities include a Sumday Morning Service (there is no church 
within miles), two Bible classes, spring and summer conferences, two primary schools 
for the children of farmers, five night school classes, anc a Sunday School, and 
student relief work for \\u-Ba stucents. Recently ten students were baptised follow- 
ing some special meetings. I asked some of the leading Christian stuc_cnts why 
they beceme Christians, onc. most of them sai¢ it was through the influence of a friend 
who drew them into the circle of Christian fellowship. Here is the fellowship of the 
church (in the wider sense) functioning as the Spear-head of Evengelism, as so often. 
The only draw-back to this student center is its distance from the dormitories, but 
the university is offering a site on the campus cnd therefore nearer, on which it is 
hoped to erect a building if we can raise the fumds. Two student secretaries main- 
tained by the joint fund of our committee have been working at \.u-To, first in exile 
at Kicating in Szechwan province, then back on this campus. But the man secretary 
has recently been appointed as general secretary of the \.uchang YMCA, so we are in 
need of enother worker. Incidentally, he told me that last March his wife was 
killed by Commmists at their home in Shonsi, his mother die} of shock, his son was 
taken as a soldier, ond his two girls removed. All inquiries as to their where- 
abouts have been fruitless. He is now cione, vithout any femily, but his Christian 
faith is strong and he is xithout bitterness. 


In \WWuchang city on Sundzy evening I preached in the Swedish Mission Church to 
about 100 young people at their Imglish service. There is a great and widespread 
demand for English services and Bible classes. 


visi 


Across the river in Kankow, the war has loft greater demage, as the ex-settle- 
ment areas suffered heavily. i:hole bloexs of offices or houses have becn levelled 
to the ground, In other cases the buildings were burnt out with incendiaries 
dropped by American bombers, leaving the bare walls partly standing. The American 
Church Mission Compound has suffered in this way, but the bell cnd cross at the east 
end still stand, towering o'er the wrecks of time. Half of Bishop Roots! house is 
habitable. As I wandered through it, I thought of him and all the men <nd women he 
had helped and inspired--like Dr. K. C. ‘vu, the present mayor of Shanghai, :.ho told 
me he became a Christian because of the life anc friendship of Bishop Roots. The 
Bible House in Hankow has disappeared. Also the top floor of the RTS is destroyed, 
but Mr. Onley is just back anc beginning to develop the work again with some of his 
old staff. The Lutheran Home and the Union Church are in good shape, but the LMS 
houses are no more. The American Church Mission has taken over the Chine Inland 
Mission house. But this concession arce seems very different from the brave days of 


1958 when the Government of China was there, attracting pcople from all over China 
and from abroad. 


Happily the Methodist compound at i/u Shen Miao is intact. It was the conter 
of the refugee .zone under occupztion. The hospttal carried on gallantly 
through under Dr. H. T. Chiang. They even complcted the new building of the Nurses 
Training School, one of the best in China I should think, with 140 students now. 
The Union Hospital, though run as c« hospital by the Japanese, suffered more and was 
in a filthy state. It has been only half restored, but Dr. Cundall ance his collea« 
gues have done wonders. The Institute of Hospital Tecimicians is back there, and a 
new feature is the oponing of 2 training course in "medical mechanics" uncer an 
"American Friend attachec to the FAU, to train wen to run heating plants, electric 
installations snc other necessary things, evon to make crtificial limbs. They 
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expect 15 men for a one-year course, sent by their hospitals from various parts 
of China. | 


Nows from Nanking 
Failing to get a ship because some ships were being comnandecre’ by the mili- 


tary (including the old "Loong \Jo" sailing in the service of a -new Chinese Company 
created by Jarcine's), I flew cowm by CNAC plane to Nanking. The fare is up to 
$290,000 for that hour and a holf trip. The people who were folloving political 
developments closely seemed 2 bit more hopeful, as tne basis of the government is 
being broadened anc its personnel liberclized, which it thought might be frol- 
lowed by an American loan to relieve the economic situction which otherwise might 
collapse in less than a year. But this is not the place to comment on the political 


scene. 


¢d 


‘The Nanking Theological College seems to be flourishing, with 70 studcnts, of 
whom/18 are in a short-term refresher course, Of the rest 15 are post graduate stu- 
dents taking the BD course and 37 are taking the BTh course (o11 middle school 
graduates). Of them 52 regular stucents, 32 are men and 20 women. Across the rozd 
the Bible Teachers Training School unccr Miss McCain is planning its vork vith en 
phasis on Christian Home anc family, church anc community andreligious ecucation, 
a four years course requiring micdle school graduation, with a lower two years course 
for those of less qualifications. Relationships ith tae seminary sre being stucicd, | 
but there will certainly be close cooperation and interchange of teachers. i 


| Of church life anc the Vhristien Universitics in Nanking, I have nothing spe= ) 
cial to report. Thcy seemed to be making a good recovery. : 


<q I spent some time with those engagec in student work. The biggest government | ) 
university is the Central University with 5000 stucents. In Nanking our work is : | 
under the close observation of the government cuthorities. The Central University : 
has given a large room as a student service center, primarily for relief work. .But 
theworkers there, supported by the churciies, the Y or the NCC Committee are showing 
fine cnterprise in planning for a joint cempaign, as part of the Forwarc Movement. 
First there will be a campus-centered campaign May 4-11, followed by a church-centered 
campaign in the Fall. In May there will be tio centers for special meetings, and they i 
expect to have the help of Bishop |.. Y. Chen, Presicent Y. C. Tu, anc Bishop T. K . ) E 
Shen. At the same time, middle schools :ill be visited by other speakers. The gene- | : 
ral theme is "Christ and Youth in a world of chaos." Woe woulc like to enlist the | : 
preyers of oil who read these words, forspeakers.anc hvarcrs and workers in this | 
campaign. iie woulc like to hear of other centers whore campaigns are being planned | 
on this or other lines curing the present year. | | 


The Forward Movemont: \hat it is. | i 


za By this time we hope all our friencs vill be aware of the call to a Forward 
Movement, issued by the Biennial Meeting of the NCC least December, to bezin in 1947 
anc continue for three years. | 


a There is no nce to dwell on the timeliness of such a movement. Our Chinese 
friends are sufficiently emphatic and outspoken concerning the need for moral and : 
spiritual regeneration in national anc incivicual lifc. Some neople have fallen into | 
a pessimistic attitude about the future. They need to be rousec to new faith and 
hope anc love in the name of Christ, an to forget their troubles by losing then- 

4 Selves in 2 great cause. During the next period of history (let us call it the mext 

50 years) the population may double and China become a far greater nation with 
crowced cities and a developed incustricl life. i.e need not only more Christians 
but a stronger Church, rooted in the soil of China, providing its own support, fear- 
lessly living anc proclaiming the Gospel. Tho opportunitics now are immense. How 
long will the present receptiveness last? Can we put lesser things on one side and 


— 
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go forwarc together now with ncw enterprise anc power as God leads us on? 


- In Japan they have undertaken incepencently a similar movement, with the ob- 
jective of three million Christians in three years. Meetings adcressed by Dr. Kagawa 
anc others are said to be so crowded that they are charging 5 yen for tickets to a 
course of three meetings, and still the crowds come. | 


We have circulated a stencilled shect in Fnglish and a printed pamphlet in 
Chinese, with suggestions as to the content of the movement. The motto, "Ch'uan 
p'an Chi Tu hua" may be translated "all for Christ". Objectives can be worked out 
in terms of the intlivicual (cevotion, stewardship, and witness), the local Church, 
the district, and the generel life of community and nation. Our emphasis will be 
on Christ and what he offers, on the necessity of the Church, on Christian standards 
of caily living, and on confronting men with a choice they cannot escape. 


News of the Forward Movement 
We have alreacy reportec that the Hupch Christian Council is uncertaking oa 


Forwarc Movement in that province, and that Nanking is planning a campaign for youth. 


’ In Szechwan, the Methocist Church uncer the leacership of Bishop l.. Y. Chen 
has mace plans for team visitation throughout: the areca coverec. by that Church. Thoy 
aim at coubling the membership of the Church, coubling the contributions to the 
Church by an emphasis on Stowarcship, anc doubling the salaries of the ministers by 


raising an encowment func of $50,000,000. 


In Kwangtung the Christian Council is making pluns for the first year of the 
movement, aiming at ceepening the spiritual life of the churches and Christianizing 
the Home. They are asking for three workers to be allocated by their churches for 


this movement and they are preparing special literature. 


In N. Fukien, the Christian Council arrsngec a Retreat, with the For.ard Move- 
ment as its theme. They are planning special meetings for youth and sone team visi- 
tation. Related bodies are joining in the Student Christian Council, the Ecucational 
Association, the Council on Mecical work, anc the Committee on Christianizing the 


Home. 


Other areas are asked to send in reports of significant plans and what they are 
actually beginning to co. Anc the first necessity is for prayer without which no 
movement can be of God or come to full fruition. 


Easter Celcbrations. First reports of Easter refer to solemn Good Friday services 
anc a joyful Easter, with early sunrise services. Here in Shanghai, apparently for 
the first timc, there was o mass meeting of Christians hel¢ in the Canicrome at 7:00 
in the morning. The attendance is estimated to have been betwoen 7,000 anc 10,000 
persons. The huge grandstanc was peckec. The voices of the leaders anc Cantonese 
Church choir were amplifiec by loud speakers. Dr. H. H. Kung presicec and others 
taking part incluce. Mr. S. U. Zau, lir. George iu, Dr. Ralph Mortonsen, Rev. Ronald 
Rees, anc Dr. J. Leighton Stuart sho gave the adcress. Tho American Ambassador has 
not hesitated since taking office to continue to give his Christian witness in the 
most emphatic way. 


A Deputation from India. Mr. Ralle Ram, general secretary of thoIncian Stu- 
dent Christian Movement, anc Miss Chakko, principal of the Isabelle Thoburn College, 
Lucknow are visiting China curing April anc Mey. Places to be visitec incluce Soo- 
chow, Hangchov;, Peiping, Ticntsin, Shanghci, Foocho.., Amoy, Canton, anc Hongkong. 


They tell us that the vision of a united church has possessed the soul of Incia and 


give many illustrations of the way in which Christians ere cooperating uncer the 
leadership of the National Christian Council of Incia. 
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Christian Education. On the last day of March the Council of Higher Education 
met for a three days session, representatives attending from all of the thirteen 
Christian universities. In discussing the Christian character of the universities, 
one President said that more than 40 students in his institution last year joined the 
church. Others agreed with him when he said that students today are much more ready - 
than they were before the war to listen to the Christian message and join Bible clas- 
ses, coming voluntarily and without persuasion, because they feel they need something 
to strengthen them in face of the present turmoil; it is a big opportwity and we 
ought to make the greatest efforts to enter the open door. It was generally agreed 
that in Pe case of the faculty the situation is different because the teachers are 
much more affected by the political situation, the strain of war and financial wor- 
ries. 50 we need spiritual rehabilitation in their case. It was suggested that a 
few outstanding scholars fromabroad should be invited to visit these universities. 

The Chine Christian Educational Asgociation reports that there are now some 226 
Christian Schools in operation. Of these 149 schools report an enrollment of about 
54,000 students, of whom 37% are Christians or ingibres with 5620 teachers, of anced 


62% are Christians. 


Visual Education. Dr. Arthur Rinden arrived early in January from America to 
develop this type of work under the auspices of the NCC. He is making Nanking Uni-— 
versity his base and may be reached at that address. He has brought with him a good 
deal of equipment fordunlicating a supply of slides and film strips, colored and 
plain, here in China which should be of the greatest service to the religious work 
of the churches and schools. A first bulletin is shortly to be issued by Dr. Rinden, 
giving particulars of the work and those interested should send in their names to him 


at Nanking. 


N al - The recent Biennial Meeting of the NCC decided to 
set up a Committee uncer this name which has alreacy met several times under the 
chairmanshi» of Mr. John S. Barr. One project is to publish in the secular Chinese 
press a series of articles carrying the Christian message anc the articles are now 
being prepared. Those in other citics who would like to cooperate in the use of the 
local press in this way cre invited to  scachos to ir. Barr or to Mr. George Wu at this 
office, 

The Chinese Recorder. Up to the end of 1941, this English monthly was being 
published with Mr. John S. Barr as editor. Owing to high costs of printing, it has 
not been found possible at present. to resume publication in the original form, but 
it is proposed to issue monthly a "Cninese Recorder Newsletter" to start in May. We 


understand the first issue will be free. Those who would like to receive a on with 
C 


a view to becoming subscribers, should send in their names to Mr. Barr (c/o NC 


C » Dr. Chester liao is noi. cevoting major time to Ceveloping the 
work of the NCCRE in China. The Religious Education Fellowship has also resumed its 
activities on a nation-wide basis, the subscription being $5000 which entitles menm- 
bers to the Chinese and English bulletins. The first copies of each bulletin of the 
new series are now published anc are available in the NCCRE office, Shnnghai. Those 
who wish to join the REF should senc in their subscriptions at once. 


NCC Staff. Bishop W. Y. Chen, honorary general secretary of the NCC, was rocent- 


ly in Shanghai and has gone to Foochovw. 


Mr. George Wu, acting general secretary, is busy in the Shanghai office. Miss 
Mabel Nowlin has gone to Chungking and is acting as regional secretary for the NCC 
in West China. The staff of the CCEA, sith Dr. J. M. Tan as executive secretary, 
are coooerating as officers of the Ecucational Commission of tae NCC. The same ap- 
piles to theCouncil on Medical Missions of shich Dr. K. C. Wang and Dr. Bernard Read 
axe acting secretaries in Shanghai until the next meeting of theChinese Medical 
Association early in May. 
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Mr. E. L. Ikenberry, who has done such invaluable work for the: Relief Com- 
mittee of the NCC, has completec his term of office and in response to an urgent 


- Call will return soon to the work of his mission in Shansi and act as general secre- 


tary of the YMCA in Taiyuan. Mrs. Ikenberry will stay in Shanghai for the present 
and give help to the work of the Relicf Committee anc the preparation of 2 missionary 


directory. 


Rev. Ronalc Recs, ecitor of this Bulletin, is resigning from his work in the 
NCC with which he has boen connected since 1930 and will sail with Mrs. Rees on the 
Gencr:l Meigs, April 15, on his way back to England. He begs to take lecve of all 
his friends in China andto say that he vill always remember them vith the deepest 
gratitude for the gifts of love and friendship they have given him in the common 
tasks of cooperation through these past years. 


Shanghai, April 15, 1947 


Rovland M. Cross 
Secretery 
China Comnittce 
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THE RURAL CAURCH: At a meeting of the Ad Interim Committee held on April 29 | 
some of us were deenly perturbed to learn frow a report made by Dr. Irma Highbaugh 
x of the profoundly serious decline in the number of churches (or chapels) church 
pastors cnd leaders in the rural areas of Nanking and Peiping. This is a fact, : 
not a surmise, gathered from methociccl studies in these two great sections of 
Chinese territory, tue North-East ond Middle-East. In the Nanking area, thereas 
twenty-five years ago there were cighty recognized rurcl Church pastors, now tuere | 
are only NINETEEN, and in the rural creas of North China similar decline is recorde: 
It is of the hichest importance that the reasons for such catastrophic changes ‘ 
should be studied carefully and concerted efforts made to arrest tac decrvasc. If 
we fail to win the peasants of China, this country will nevor be Christianized. | 
Help to focus attention on this and other cognate matters will be found in a report © i 
which is being issued on a recent visit to this coutry by Dr. Reisner who, as an j 
expert, was sent by the US/ Agriculture Missions to st-dy the situation and to _ i 
take back recommendations dealing with a post-war rural rehabilitation programme. | 
It is generally felt that a vigorous campaign should be adopted conjointly by the 
churches and 2 long-term viev taken. It has also come to licht that during the 
last two decades, economic and political pressures have forced country leaders ir.to 
the "hsicn" cities so thet the rural churches are not only deprived of their pas- - 
~ tors but of their lay leaders too, and this increases the seriousness of the posi-- 
€ tion. Another aspect of the mattcr is that though formerly these country leaders 
were comparatively well-to-do, now they are poor, and are not in a position to give 
the financial support which once they gnve. These are parts of the effect of 2 | | 
long, military occupation, but it is well that the actual position should be both | 
realized and faced up to and that some hard thinking be done to cope with thé situa- 
tion. It is reported that in communist areas the communists have not interfered 
with Christian activities where they have found an active Church serving the nceds 
of the people. This is an angle that needs close attontion. Figures of the ac- 
vance or decline of the nation-wide Church, during the past ten years, are not 
available. It would be instructive if the coumtry could be surveyed province by | 
province and the facts tabulated as to whether the shrinking of rural work in other 
perts of China is as disturbine as that inNankine anc the North. The findings of 
any mission which has enquirec into these things would be appreciated by this office 


ant 


Various sugsestions are being and vill be put forvard to meet the increasingly 
recognized needs of rural work and the subject is raised in this newsletter because 
we feel it is the concern of us all, and not only of specialists. It is a pressing 
and immediate need which the Church should meet nor. 


] YOUTH CONFERENCE IN OSLO. We havc been heartened by hearing of the great con- 
ference for youth that is to take place in Oslo, Norway at tlie end of July 22-31. 
The organizations that have initiated this eathering are The Vorld's Alliance of 
the YMCA and YWCA, the World's Student Federation, and the World Council of Churches 
It is hoped that this world conference will capture youth imegination. Personally 
i am cheered to learn that the ago limit will be thirty and I hope that this vill 
be adhered to strictly. There is a danger of us ol¢c people being in too much evi- » 
dence. Eighteen to thirty are the Cefined ages, anc the primary Cesien of the 
conference is to give an ecumenical consciousness =n a more vital faith to the : 
youth of the war-torn continent of Europe. This wre "ecuncnicsl" is 
like the dear old lady's blessed tord Mesopotemia but this need not uorry us, 


A 


grasp its siznificance and -ct youth to comprehend it and some of the racial bar- 

riors will alrea¢y have been broken dovm. Twenty-nine Shinese young people are 

plannin: to attend Oslo anc ar. ‘to be flovn there. Delegates from both Korea and 

| Japen are also being sent to the conference. I om hoping that the Oslo atmosphere 

; py will fire our Eastern representatives with some of the Narwegian grit which Nazisn 

| found so impossible to crind. Nazism's greatest foe in Noruay was the Church...’ 

, not the universities, cultural, or learned socicties. May some of the Viking 
svirit be brought back to this country to cive us the uplift for which we are wait- 
ing. 


LITERATURE. The NCC Religious Ecucation Committee is experimenting with a series 

} of booklets for use in literary classes for children, anc the titles of these seem 
; to be eminently practical. Unit I, for October anc November months, "We build 
what we have"; Unit II, December anc January, "We builc better oersons"/ Unit III, 
f "Better Holes"; Unit IV, "Better Communities"; otc. Any uissionary ospecially 
interested in childeren's work should mako contact and keep in close touch vith the 
; Religious Education Committce. As we are so often reminded, the children of today 
will be the citiz ens of tomorrow, and what armies ofchilcren there are in this 
land! 


; A handbook for youth summer conference is also being prepared anc is already 
in the press. It is a source book anc is suitable for cither cenominational gath- 
| erings or gives helpful suz_estions on worship, Bible stucy, songs, games, etc. 

It is being vrinted by the CLS and will cost only three thousand dollars. 


f RADIO BROADCASTINGS. Racio fans will be interested to know thet the NCC has 
resumcc its weekly broadcast over the Christian Broadcasting Station (1120 K.C.) 
and that it is on the air cvery Moncay noon from 12:45-1:15. The zenoral theme of 
i | the broadcast, which is in In-lish, is "Relivion in the News." We voule like lis- 
mc teners to send sugrestions to Shonghai as to how this half hour may be used to the 
greatest service of the largest number of people. Should the broadcast have Shang- 
| hai people especially in vict;, or shoulc it onceavor to serve primarily the inter- 
est of up-country people? Any constructive suggestions :ill be ceeply appreciated 
/ and it would help the organizors of these broaccasts if they coulc hear from peo- 
ple in distant placem as to how the talks come throurch. : 


| CHURCH \JORKERS RETREATS. Plans arc being mace to hold Yhurch workers' retreats 
in such important centres as Mukden, Hankow, Nanchang, South Fukien, Swatow, For- 
mosa, Canton, Hainan Island anc West China. If these rotrcats naterlalize, they 
Shoulc anc will prove a real tonic to meny workers who have hac a long, weary trek 
without any break. The intention is to gather together church, school, medcital, 

and inceec every branch of worker and, whilst not neglecting sectional group meet- 
ings for those engaged in particular kinds of work, the main aim of the retreats 
will be to lead people to realize the oneness of all Christian work, and to send 
them back to their stations with glowing hearts anc deepened convictions. En- 
quirics about these can be sent to the NCC. 


THE FORWARD MOVEMENT. The really big thing many people would like to see 
happen in China, not on paper, but in reality, is a great forwerd movenent and we 


woule. ask our reacers to let this thought anc wish cominate their hvarts and de- 
sires. I feel that unless we are careful, the hope and visions of such movement 
may be submergec by the stern economic realities of the present situation. We 
cannot force a forvard wovenent, "the Spirit blows where it listeth," but we can 
| keep the thought of it ever before us, we can talk about it with our fricnds. We 
Can have an attitude of expectancy, and we can really mean business about it. 
Though it is four months since the iceca was launched, I question rhether it has 
got right dowm to the average Church worker...It is not onough that it should keep 
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eddying within committees anc official circles. The NCC would solemnly urge all 
Christians to mobilize for an all-out campaign. We would that we could all be 
caught up by the urgency of the present need. 


On May 1, the staff of the NCC was joined by D r. Frederick Hug, a gracuate of 
Fukien University, vith a doctorate from the Sorbonne anc a man who has hac con- 
sicerable teaching experionce in Government universitics. Dr. Hung's special 
responsibility ... he sives half of his time to CNRRA ... is the Forvarc Movenent, 
the planning anc working for it, Dr. Hung, who is keen anc anxious that the For- 
ward Movenent should capture China's youth,starts on his new work with our vory 
werm wishes; We especially commend to your prayers both Dr. Hung anc the Forward 


Movenent. 


Shanghai, May 16, 1947. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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A LETTER FROM MR. GEORGE K.T.W 
Shanghai, May 27,1947 


Dear Rowland: 

Since Dr. Allen will leave for America ly plane tomorrow I would like to pass on 
to you the suggestions from the NCC staff concerning the document "A Comprehensive 
Program for Advance in China". I shall try to follow the order indicated in the cocu- 
ment. 
1) Concerning Section I, "The Evangelistic Task of the Church" we appreciate very 
much that.the FMC expresses its willingness to cooperate to the limit ine 4 year Pow 
ward Movement. We are also grateful that you have taken measures to secure the aveil-. 


@ble materials in America for our conference. We @ppreciate also your kind offer of 


securing outstanding evangelists to help the Forward Movement, We shall contact you 
again as to the type of evangelists whom we would like to invite after we get a chance 
to consult with our Committee on Forward Movement. 


2) Concerning Section II, "The Inner Life of the Church" we strongly voice the 
importance of the laymen's movement and we weicome the visit of Mr.C.W.Ranson of the 
IMC, to help us to strengthen the self-support of the Ch-:ese churches, and we also 
hope he will be able to give us some lead in the study of the "State of the Church in 


China today". 
3) Concerning Section III, "The Church and its Leadership" we feel we should 


widen the scope of the Student Volunteer Movement to Youtao Volunteer Movement. In 
other words, in addition to the recruiting of students ue ought also to recruit the 


| professional youth into ministry and Coristien service. 


Concerning recommendation 32, paragraph.(2), we suggest that the China Christian 
Educational Association should be added following the Associated Board of Christian 
Colleges in China. In other words, we suggest that anything relating to the Christian 
Educational program should be cleared also through the CCEA. We make the same recon- 
mendation concerning Recommendation 41, that the CCEA should be consulted in this 
matter. 


4) Concerning Section IV, "The Organization of Cooperative Work" the NCC has al- 
ready taken steps to secure as much supvort from the sources in China as possible. 
You will notice that the revised budget for the year 194/--1948, of the NCC is counting 
about 45% of our income from sources in China. The present budget is really a very 
conservative one. Most of our staff are getting a salary which is only about one- 
fifth of the amount which they were getting in the pre-war days. We welcome your 
suggestion that during the visit of Dr. §,C.Leung and Bishop W.¥.Chen, yeu will ar 
range a conference on budzet mtters with the representaiives of the Vonference of 
Missionary Secieties of Great Britain and Irelanc and the FMU and other interested 
National bodies. 


" §) Concerning the Section "On Medicine", Dr, Allen will give you a full report 
of the new development in relation to recent meetings in China. 


6) Concerning the section "On Education" we would like to express again the im- 
portance of Christian secondary education. We hope Dr. Cressy will be able to help 
you in working out some concrete plans. | 

7) Concerning the Section “On Christian Literature" we would like to suggest that 
the United Christian Publishers takes tne responsibility for the distribution of 
Chrietian literature instead of the NCC. 


8) Concerning the program of "Christian Social Welfare" we have asked Mrs. Iken- 
to songnlt the American Advisory Committee and the Student Relief Committee 


3 


-2- China-12 
soncerning the implementations of your recommendation. 


Concerning physical relief, we suggest that instead of sayjng that "great needs 
in the area of physical relief and long-range rehabilitation wi]l persist for at. 
least a decade" it read: "great needs in the area of peyetens yesies and long-range 
rehabilitation will continue as long as civil war lasts." 


9) Concerning "Language Training for Missionaries" we do not agree of having new 
missionaries having their first term of language study in Ameriga. We feel if they 
can come to China to start their language study they will get so much more opportun- 
ity to learn tne language. 


10) Concerning the Section "On Christianity and Commnigm" we feel this is a real 
issue confronting the Chinese churches today. We certainly need to make more thor- 
ough study of this issue. Ye shall try to follow up and collect materials and supply 
information to you. 


The above is only a very brjef summary of additional opinions of our staff con- 
cerning your document, Those points which we have not mentioned are more or less 
accepted as they are stated in your document. Your document will also be rev’ewed 
by the Ad Interim Committee of the NCC, but I am sorry the ac [Interim Compittee can- 
not meet before Dr.Allen leaves. Therefore I can only pass to you the suggés*ions 
from the staff. I will send to you the antag from the Ad Interim Committee 
members after the Committee meets. 


Enclosed please find a copy of the povseed budget of the NCC. Bishop Chen will 
be able to explain to you more in detail if you have questions to ask. = As I say 
before, it is a very conservative budget. For instance. for salary alone we give 
only about a margin of 30% for necessary increase in re.aticn to the increase of in- 
flation. Actually we may need to increase about 40%,or more, for the month of May. 
In case the inflation situation should get worse we shail be facing greater difficul- 
ties in the future. We have only a small continzency in the budget to be used for | 
emergency expenses, so we hope you will be able to help us in meeting the amount 
which we hope the PMC will smre our load. © You will notice that we have put down 
US $2500 which we hope to get from the Agricultural Missions. [In connection with the 
visit of Dr.Reisner, at a Rural Conference in Shanghai it has been recommended for 
the NCC to have a Rural Secretary. We are hoping that the Agricultural Missions will 
be able to finance our rural program. Will you kindly consult Dr, Reisner about our 
request. 


Please convey our greetings to the members of the China Committee and express 
our sincere appreciation for their generous cooperation. We are living ina great 
era, Though our tagk is deffhitely more difficult, yet the upportunity for Christian 
witness and service is truly unprecedented. It is up to us Christians to take hold 
of our opportunity and contribute our part. 


With kindest regards, 
Yours in His service 


(signed) George K. T. Wu 


Rowland M, Cross 
Secretary 
China Committee 


PROPOSED BUDGET OF THE NATION HRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHI} | 


| r the Year il l 7 to March 31,1948 
I. RECEIPTS 1946-47" 1946-47 1947-48 1947-48 
Statement (US $ (Budget CN) 

No. Items (CNS) ) 
1. Balance forward 13,534,529.72 - 
2. §ources in China - - 

fa) Chinese Churches 
other Christian 
(b) Building Income . 24,258,126.77 ~ - 
(c) Contributions to 
Home “ork. - - - 
(d) Bank Interests . 15,411,978.27 ~ ~ 
(e) Other Sources. . 8,474,311.72 - 
3. Sources from abroad | - 
(a) American Societies93979,421.00 US $ 15,291.31 000 
Home Committee | 5,000 
Special Project (Homes)- : - 000 
Missions * | 2,500 
British Societies 
Biennial meeting 7,757,631.62 L577-16-2 - - 
Toward General | 
Budget. . ++  5,719,725.00 b460- 6-6 31,840,000. 00 %800 


(c) Canadian Societies > 
For 1945 ... 7,276,860.00 US$ 3,998.00 
" 1946-7 .. 5,218,250.00 2,979.00 85,400,000.00 13,000 
(4) Australian ; 
 §ocieties * 534,634.00 Rs 479-12~5 


2,000,000. 00 
4. Contribution to CORA - 123,110,000. 00 
Total Receipts . . $ 182,806,832.10 $ 795,943,631, 49 | 


* If this Special fund is not available, the getting of a paid Rural 
Secretary will have to wait until necessary funds are secured. | 


May 12, 1947 - kew 
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ROPUSED BUDGET OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA re a 


For the year April 1, 1947 to March 31, 1948 


II, EXPENDITURES - ap 
No. | March, 1947 : 
(Cnc $) _1 month 1 yea 
1. Salaries & Wages ‘ 
338, 
(1) Secretaries... (9)... $36,084 
(2) Office Staff . (6)... 23,16 220,511,710.00 
(3) Boys & Servants (3) 0162,950-00 8,082,620. 00 96,991, 440. 
4,497,990. 00 1 773 720 00 1,440.00 
| $ 48,900, 00 
(1) Rent,Elect.& Tater .. 5.46 200,008 
(3) Telephone 400,000. 00° 4,800 600.00 
1,722.00 300 , 00 3. 600.000.00 
(5) stationery & Supplies . é ron een 400 , 000. 00 4,800,000 00 
(6) Equipment & Purniture .. 800, 000, 00 9,600, 000 00 
(7) Repair & Maintenance , . "39 200,000. 00 2,400,000.00 
(8) « 1.4 3,500. 00 100,000. 00 200,000. 00 
3. Publication 
| $ 
(1) Chinese Bulletin ... 4.626 — 
(2) English , 000. 00 1,500,000. 00 18,000 000. 00 
(3) Reports & Pamphlets. . 1,000, 000. 00 12;000.000. 00 
(4) Other Printi 450, 000. 00 5,400, 000. 
95,000. 00 450 ,000. 00 400,000. 00 
4. Contacts & Relations — 
£3, 800,000. 00 
Travel Expenses . . 6,886, 925.00 § €3, 800,000. 00 
Social & Entert 4,016,667. 00 48 
5. Conference & Works 
800,000. 00 
(1) Ad Interim Committee pene. 
(2) 400,000. 00 4,800,000, 00 
Biennial xt 200, 000. 
(5) Meetings & Conference yee 424, 800.00 300,000. 00 3.600, a 
- 00 22 , 000 , O00 00 


6. Regional Work 30,000, 
$ 000 , O00. OO 
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II. EXPENDITURES - Cont. Apr. 1946 - 1947-48 
ca,1947 “Budget 
No. Items (onc $) i month i year 
7. Commission on Christian Education $ 123,110,000. 00 
(1) Secretaries (2) - - 24,000,000. 00 
Bey . - - 3,600,000, 00 
(5) Miscellaneous ......-. - - 500,000.00 
(6) Postage ...... - 900 ,000. 00 
(7) Telegram Cite 600 , 000, 00 
(9) Heating - - 300,000.00 
(10) Printing & - - 360,000, 00 
(11) Water & Blectricity..... - - 250 ,000. 00 
(13) Travel - - 10,000,000. 00 
(14) Office Expenses others...° - - 500,000.00 
(15) Books & Periodicals ..... 1,000,000. 00 
(18) National Conference .... 30 ,000, 000.00 
8. Homes Committee . ° # 53,100,000, 00 
(1) Publication of Home Yeek .. - 5, 900,000.00 
(2) Nat. Home Com. Meeting ; - - 10,620,000, 00 
(3) Eng. Reference Books ... - - 1,180,000.00 
(4) Chinese it et eee - - 590, 000.00 
(5) Exhibit Materials Gale 1,180,000.00 
(6) Postages & telegrams ... . - - 1 180,000.00 
(7) Miscellaneous ....:... - 2,950,000. 09 
(8) Contingent - - 5,900,000. 00 
(9) Special Project for Home Ctrs. - - 23 ,600 , 000. 00 
9. Library $_11,400,000.00 
§ 60,000.00 $500,000.00 6 ,000, 000,00 
. 162,476.00 300,000. 0 3,600,000, 00 
(3) Newspapers ......... 334,400.00 150,000.00 1,800,000. 00 
10, Other Payments | $_17,960,000. 00 
(1) Contributions to IMC .... - - 2,360,000. 00 
(2) Ins. & Retirement Reserve ~ 100,000.00 1,200,000. 00 
(3) Staff medical Expenses ... - 1,000 ,000, 00 12 — 
(4) Staff Relief & Renabd. » »1,852,500,00 - 
(5) miscellaneous... ... . -4,082,221.40 200,000.00 2, 400,000.00 
ll. GContinzencies ........-.., +1094 ,000.00 1,690,486.79 20,285,841. 49 


133,545 ,644. 60 

Bed Debts by crossing off a/c. . 17,557.01 
(¥.China Treas.&4Petty Cash & Pstg. ) 

$ 133,563,201.61 


Net Balance on 31/3/47. + + _ 49,243,631. 49 
$ 182,806,833. 10 


May 12, 1947 - kew 
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—-$ 795,945,631. 49 


¢ A LETTER FROM MR.JOHN S. BARR 
Shanghai, January 27, 1947 


Dear Mr. Cross: 


During the war years, the China Christian Education Association carried on 
work in Free China. In December, 1945, Dr.Cressy came to Shanghai from Chungking and 
in the first half of 1946 he was trying hard to rehabilitate the work of the CCEA on 
a national scale. In May, a reorganization meeting was held, and in September there 
was the first meeting of the Provisional Committee. Dr. Tan, formerly of Fukien . 
Christian University and Pukien Christian Educational Association, started his work 
as a national secretary at that time. Dr. Cressy left for the USA soon after, so Dr. 
Tan had a heavy load to carry. In October-November, he made a trip to Pukien and Por- 
mosa to nelp tne work of Christian scaools in those two areas. In January, the Pro- 
visional Committee held its second meeting, and set up a finance campaign. This latter 
concerns the finances of the CCEA. 


The Provisional Committee feel tnat we face great opportunities for Christian 
service. Students are coming into our Christian middle school in large numbers. The 
students are serious-minded. The situation in China causes many students to be eager 
to study, to be earnest in studying how to bes good citizens, and to be open-minded in 
inquiring about Chris fianity. On the part of principals and teachers, there is a de- 
sire to try hard to use the splendid opportunities now open to Christian schools. 
These principals and teachers seek the nelp of the CCEA. They are constantly asking 
for our help and assuring the Association of loyal support. The Provisional Committee 
is convinced it must push tae program of the CCEA in 1947 and in 1948 and so we are 
appealing for fund to enable us to carry on our work. In view of the adverse financial 
situation caused by the terrible inflation, our need is very great. 


Dr. Tan has the part-time assistance of Mr. John §. Barr of the London Mission 
Dr. T.Y.Fong and Rev. C.¥.Johannaber who work under the Middle School Relief Committe 
work in cooperation with the CCEA program; Mr. H.K.Ma is religious work secretary; 
Dr. Rinden has arrived to work in Nanking on Visual Education. 


The Finance Committee has carefully compiled the budget of 1947,and enclosed 
is a copy. We realize that the Cooperation Boards in the USA may have already fixed 
their budgets for 1947 and for 1947-1948, but we do ask you to understand our posi- 
tion and we hope theéugh our apveal arrives late that it will receive favorable consi- 
deration from all the Boards who supoort Christian schools in China. ‘Ye do not re- 
ceive any money from NCC, we have our own separate budget. For our current budget; 
we do ask for generous support, The Provisional Committee feel it is imperative to 
call a national conference of Christian educators, and we most earnestly ask you to 
realize the urgency and importance of such a gathering and we hope you can make a 
special contribution for that purpose. 


In 1947, the CCEA hopes to do worthwnile work, To enable it to carry forward 
this work, it apoeals for your favorable and generous cooperation. 


Yours sincerely 


/s/ John S. Barr 
Chairman of Finance Committee 


Minute of the Finance Committee: 
vO to present the budget as revised to Committee on Cooperative Budget of the For- 


€ign Missions Conference im.N.A. and to a similar organization in London, The same bud~ 
get with a covering letter snould sent to the field of the co- 


| erating in the C0 rative ressing the were made 


order to he can serve be for 
organised 
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Budget for the year 1947-48 


BSTImATED RECEIPTS 


Colleges and schools 5.000 ,000 
USC grants -10,000,000 


Missions 103,110,000 


ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES 


Secretaries (2) | 24, 
Staff (1) | | 7 
Rent | 2, 
Office Boy | 3 
Miscellaneous 
Postage 
Telegram 
Telephone 
Heating 
Printing and Mimeographing 
Water and Blectricity | 
Supplies 
Travel 
Office Expenses others . 
Books and periodicals 
Meetings 

Publication | 
National Conference ‘ 
Contingent 


~ 
- 


~ 


NOTE: 1. The fiscal year begins April 1, 1947 and ends on 
arch 31, 1948 

2. The budget for the year 1940-41 is attached here 
for comparison. 

3. The budget for the year 1940-4] consists of two parts, 
the general fund and the special projects with special funds. 
The budget for the coming year provides only for the general 
fund on account of financial difficulty. 

4. The contingent fund is put in with the hope of being able to 
initiate some of the work under special projects of the past 
years. In case of serious inflation, the contingent fund 
may have to be used for inflation adjustment. 

5. Tne national conference is greatly needed. It is hoped to 
take place either in summer or in fall. 
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CHINA CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
Budget _for the year 1940-41 
ESTIMATED INCOME 
Colleges $ 1,200.00 
Missions 5,000. 00 
Quarterly: 
Subscriptions 200. 00 
Advertisements 100. 00 
Special gifts 12,426.00 
Interest 300. 00 
Mimeograph 300. 00 
$ 19,526.00 
ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES 
Secretaries' salaries 8, 400.00 
Staff salaries 3,276.00 
Postage 800. 00 
Tele grams 100.00 
. Telephones 300. 00 
Supplies 800. 00 
Printing 400.00 
Travel 1,000.00 
Books and Periodicals 50. 00 
Mec tings 100. 00 
Quarterly 1,200.00 
Contingent 1,000. 00 


$ 19,526.00 


Budget No. 2 - Projects 
ESTIMATED INCOME 
Middle School and Church and Alumni “ork ~ 
Council of Higher Education 
ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES 
I. Regional Association: 
N. China Association $ 1,200 
E.China Association 1,000 
South China Association 3,000 
West China Association 1,200 
Fukien 2,400 
Contingent 1,500 
$ 10,200 
II. Middle School Religious ‘ork: 
Secretary's salary 3,000 
Travel 1,000 
Com.-meeting expenses 500 
Contingent 100 
4,600 
III. Church and Alumni ‘York; 
Secretary's Salary 3,300 
Rent 720 
Travel 2,000 
Com.meetinzg expenses 500 
Printing 500 
Local projects 9,000 
Continzent 100 
16,120 
IV. College Students Relief 6,000 
Ve. Council of Higher Education: 
Secretary's travel 3,000 
Meetings 3,000 
Misc. (printing, telegrams,etc, ) 1,500 
Chinese secretary 6,000 
| 13, 500 
VI. Contribution to CCEA General Budget; 
From Council of Higher Education 6,426 
From Middle School and Cmrcn 
and Alumni York account 6,000 
12,426 
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U.S. $ 2,000. 00 


3,500.00 
U.S. $ 5, 500. 00 


° 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. China-13 a 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. ' 
Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE | June 1l, 1947 


SHANGHAI RURAL WORK CONFERENCE 
April 17, 1947 / 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
We believe that there is need for a concentration of resources and power for 


the rural church similar to that in the universities and hospitals and that plans 
need to be made for a long period of time. Therefore we recommend 


1. The vooling of resources in personnel and finances of the rural churches 
operating in a given area, to establish service-training centers| for the rural 
church. We further recommend the utilization of all resources, Christian, private, 
and government for the enrichment of the life of the rural people. 


2. That such area centers should be planned on a ten year basis. 


3. That such centers begin with the Hopei Area Center of the ‘orth China 
Christian Rural Service Union, the Nanking Area Center (about to orgarmjze but not 
yet named) and be expanded to other areas as raphdly as personnel funds, and poli- 
tical conditions permit. 


4. That the budget and personnel be attached to an area Center in the same 
way as for institutions. | 


5. That the work of an Area Center shall provide an integrated program which 
Serves the rural families, helving them to meet theirneeds. It shall provide in 
Sservice-training for the paid leaders of the church, training for lay leaders of the 
church, pre-professional training for college, university and seminary students, and 
that such work shall be extended to other rural churches of the area. 


6. That the North Chine Christian Rural Service Union with its plan for a 
Hopei Area Conter serve as a pattern which will guide in planning for other areas in 


Note: This plan orovides for setting aside a group of specialists for 
. full time work in family life, agriculture, homecrafts, health, 

and religious education and worship, for work among rural families 

in connection with the service-traininy Cemonstretion center, and 

for literature oroduction and research. The plan is attached to this 

report, 
7. That an item for student varticinpation in the work of the center should be 
included in the budget of each area center. 


8. That research on home and family life, as outlined by Miss Irma Highbaugh, 
be included in the work and budget of cach Arca Contor. 


9. In view of the accumulated lag in literature oroduction during the last 
ten yoars, and the need for development of literature, the necds of rural life, we 
recommend a generous grant for literature production. 


10. That the training in Theological Schools and Bible Schools be greatly 
Strengthenec with snecial reference to suzervised ficld work. 


> 
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11. That fund be orovided for scholarships to send personnel abroad for spe- 
cialized training in various vhases of rural work. 


12. That the missions and churches be urged to give special opportunities to 
their personnel for training in rural work. 


13. That cooperatives be developed among the rural people toward improving 
ecomomic life, teaching »coplc to use wastelands, mused materials anc leisure time 
with profit,to share what they own in a more equitable way, and to secure for them- 
selves freecom from exploitation. 


_ 124. That coordination anc promotion of the rural church shall be strengthened 
through the addition of a rurel work secretary to the Staff of the National Christian 
Council and a secretary for organizing anc training in cooperatives. 


A SUGGESTED TE:) YEAR PROGRAM FOR THE RURAL WORK OF CHINA 


As wo consider the present situation of the rural church in China, with its 
accumulated lag in the training of now loaders, and refresher work for current pas- 
tors and Bible Women during ten yoars, we begin to realize the serious condition. 
We note the cevastation of physical equipment of the church, of the farmer's home, 
the loss of poultry anc animals, the ceath end scattering of the local leadership 
of the villages. We necdc to rethink the vhole situation of the neglected villages 
and recognize that our responsibility to the rural church is a responsibility to the 
whole Christian movement in its relation to the rchabilitation of China, 


A few areas such as South Fukien report the church in a healthy condition and 
growing even though resources cre few and scattered. West China, which suffered 
from overcrovcding curing the war years, suffors now from greatly denleted leadership 
as vast numbers who were there at work heve returnec to their former homes.. A few 
facts in regard to the rural church in the Nanking Area are startling. We quote 
the situation of leaders in the rural church twenty-five years ago and now. 


Church No. leaders 25 years ogo No. now 
Presbyterian 25 1 
Christian 15 4 
Methodist 40 14 


In North China, the rural church suffered first from the J scare sinial of con- 
solidation which wiped out small villages, either killing, moving to largur villages 
| or scattering the population. Leaders were quite systematically eliminatec unless 
they fled. They have encurcc civil wor curing the yoars since. Meany villages have 
| been taxed by both armies as they resnectively occupied thom. The most generous po- 
‘licy of non-government grouns is foudc in snots vhere land-ownership not to exceed 
$0 mou is left intact anc larger holdings re-distributed. The average rovorted is 
to allow three mou to each adult. (50 mou are necessary in these dry carvas for 
sustenance) . 


{ Some facts about the rural church cre listeds 
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Church Body Active Inactive 

Sheng Kung Hui (Anglican) All rural 
Kung Li Hui (Congregational) all hscin citics villages 
Loncon Missionary Socicty (no report) . 
Presbytericn (no report) 
Wei Li Kung Hui (Methodist) 

Lan Hsein District 5 22 

Tsuntruc District 5 19 


, On the other side of the picture cre a few facts to be notec. Thore are bright 
anc ‘weteitaine people among those left in the willeges vho may with epportunitics be 


Geveloped into leaders. WMeny rural chureh laymen, impoverished, are active 


in the church in the hsein citics waiting for a tine wae they my return to their 
old homes. Training for the rural church is being proviced in the Nanking, Fukien, 
and Peiping theological seminarics thourl the work needs to be strengthened in cach 
of these institutions. The swords of many-pestors of the north brings hope: "The 
pastors anc church members tho oxpress thoir Christianity through service to the 
villegers » arc not molested by Comaunists. We must train our church leacers in ways 
of serving the people anc living their religion." An example was given of co liter- 
acy class of 357 older girls anc young women concucted by the church in a place where 
the Communist women's organization called for equality beti.cen men anc women but did 
nothing to make women the cquel of non. 


In West Chine we are encouraging rcports come of the Border Service work of the 
Church of Christ in China, the rural Y.\W.C.A.wool weaving onc literacy work, the 
Huan Ying Middle School training in home-making, rural treining in the seminary, and 
or rural sociology cepartment with rural center of the West China Christian Univor- 
sity. | 


About 80% of the poople cf China are rural. The government recognizes this and 
hes set into motion far reaching plans for them. UNRRA and CNRRA have large pro- 
grams of rural rehabilitation. The winister of Agriculture has made the stctement 


that the government is dopencing on the rural churches to help to carry through their 


projects and has askec for more rural workers on the pert of the church. "If we 
allot; our rural churches to crift, it is not harc to inmazine that we lose that has 
been accomplishec in this 100 years of the Christian Church in China" says oneChris- 
tian leader. We must concentrate our efforts, and assemble our resources to help 
our rural churches to become a vital force in the nation. 


Administration and Organiz-tion 
1. To strengthen the work of the National Christian Coucil for promotion and 
rural secretaries should be added: 
a. S ecretary of rural work. 
b. Secretary of cooperatives. 

2. These secretaries should have their resiccncc outsice of Shanghai, possibly 

in connection with one of the Rural Area Centers. 


1. North China 
The Hopei Center is reacy to bogin the work anc other centers should be 
develoved in Shantung, Honan, anc Shansi, as rapidly as resources in personnel, 
finances, anc political conditions permit. 


3. 
a 
4 | 
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a. Churches nov in the wnion: Kung Li dui, Presbyterian, Methodist 
Loncon Mission, Sheng Kung Hui | 
Resources: (1) Christien: Yanching University, Peiping Theological 
Scninary, Union Bible Voman's Training 
School, T'ung-chou, Rural Institute, Metho- 
cist anc Kung Li Hui Hospitals. 
(2) Privates Peking Union Mocicnl Colluge..Public Health 
Training. 
(3) Governnents: Provincial Health Bureau, Peiping Municipal 
Health Burcau (this servis the area around 


Puiping. 


South China 
Fukion | | 
a. Churehes in the Fukien Christian Council with rural work: 


Kung Li Hui, Methodist; Sheng Kung Hul, Others. 
b. Resources: (1) ee Fukicn Christian Univorsity, Hua Nan College 
Union Theological Seminary, Union High Schoc 
Public Health Training Institute, (about to 
be started as a cepartuent of the Union Hospital), 
(2) Privates Unknovn 
(3) Government: Unimorn 
Nanking Aroa (this areca is cbout to organize a rural service-training union 
a. Churches intcrcestec in the Presbytericn, licthocist, Christian, 
Frionc, othcrs. 
b. Resources: (1) Christian: University of Nanking, Ginling College, 
University Hospital, Nanking Theological 
Scuinary, Bible Toachers Training School for \.omon, 
Ginling Collcge Rural Service Station, 
(2) Private: Chile iVelfare Work of the United Services 
to China. 
(3) Govornaonts Depertment of Agriculture 1.ith Home-making 
Public Health Departacnt 
Now Lift Movement \.omen's Rural Center 


4. West China 


Szechuan is the only province of viich we have any information at hanc. 
Others should be investignte’ anc »lannoc for as early as possible. 


Szechuan 

a. Churchos in the Szcchuan Christian Council coing rural work: 

Canacinn Mission, iMcthodist, Baptist, 
Friends, Sheng Kung Hui. 

b. Resources: 


. (1) Christaan: West China Union University 

( Chilc Stucy Center of Chengtu 

Hua Ying iiidcle School Home-making 

(2) Privates Unknown 

(3) Government: Provincial Health Bureau 
Agriculture Buroau 


B I 
| 


OF RURAL, \/0 
9 ou, < 5 p.m, April 17, 1947 


The Conference openec with a devotional service lec by Mr. WW. B. Djang. His 
message was besed on John 21: 15-17. de pointed out the fact that vhere there is 
love, there is servicc. 7 


INTRODUCTIONS Each person present was introduced. ir. Gcorge iu welcomoc the 
members of the group and paid tribute to the honor gucst, Dr. John | 
Reisner. "Dr. Reisner is : teacher of teachers of arriculiture in 
China, a missionary of missionarics, a friend of the common poople, 
a promoter of Christian world civilization." 


PLACE OF MEETING Community Church, Shanghai. 
ATTENDANCE Merlin 4. Bishop | Irving Y. Y Lin 


Chang Chi-.’cn Ve P. Mills 

Shis Pso Chen in. H. Mitchell 

i. B. Djang Pearl McCain 

Dwizht Ecwarcs J. C. Neévton 

&. J. Fishor | J. S. Russell } 

Edith Frecoricks | Mary K. Russ oll 

Bessic M. Hille Nine M. Stallings 

Irma Highbourch J. ii. Ton 
' andrew Ho W. L. Upchurch 

E. L. Ikenberry E. E. Walline 

Olivia Ikonberry Gertrude Vateman 

Peerl Willis Jones Hallie F. Wiant 

Marian Bih Lee George Wu 

Wu Lei Timothy Yang | 

Chang Fu Liang Lin Yu-Chen 


OFFICERS The folloring were clectedc: 

AND 

COMMITTEES Chairman: Mr. Chane Fu Liang 
Sccretarics: 


For Chinese Minutcs: Mr. Y. Y. Lin 
Mr. Andrer Ho 


For English Minutes: Morlin A Bishop 
Pearle McCain 
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Committee on Recommencations: 
Mr. Chang Fu Liang, Chairman 
Timothy Yang, Liu Yu-Chen, Irma Highbaugh, Dean Chang Chih-wen, 
the four secretaries. 


STATEMENT BY This Conference is thinking together. Our ciscussions have 
MR. CHANG FU LIANG no legal bincing but are in exchange of ideas. 


STATEMENT OF Dr. Reisner said that he was sent out by the Agriculture Missions, 
DR. REISNER RE Inc. USA, at the requcst of various Church groups to confer with 
HIS MISSION IN Church leacers, to study the situation here, anc to tako back recom- 
| CHINA mendations concerning the post-war rural rehabilitation program. 
| The jgeneral principles for this work, as set up by Dr. Reisner, are 
the following: 


1. The economic welfare of the Christian community is inextricably bound up 
with the economic welfare of all other sroups in the community anc of the country 
as a whole. 


2.° Any rehabilitation vrogram should seek first the full utilization of avail- 
able resources in personnel, funds, anc institutions, cnd wherever necessary, addi- 
{ tional financing should be provided in order to make their program more effective 
and as widely as possible. 


Bo 3. Uncer no circumstances can rehabilitation fimds be recognized as relieving 

organizations anc institutions of thcir responsibility in the use of available local 
resources. This rehabilitation program is not something apart from the Christian 
movement, but an obligation that inheres in it. 


4. All verts of the vrosram must be closely integrated into a unificd whole. 
This integration must be done at the training center level as ell Ke at the vil- 
lage level. 


5. Rehabilitation projects and vrozrams should be devolonvec that cre creative 
in character anc that will cxert the greatest possible influence in the solution of 
general fundamental oroblems. | 


6. To insure permancnt results the rehabilitation programs should be projected 
on a ten year basis. 


Any rehabilitation program projectec should be on the basis that at the end 
of ten years, it will be thoroughly intograted into the total Christian movement. 


8. The best method of help is to provide the means by which veople can help 
themselves. 


9. It is better to undertake a limited program and to do it thoroughly rather 
than to distribute fumcs among a multinlicity of projects. 


10. The greatest return on expencitures in such © program vill be moasured in 
terms of the develooment of trained and devoted personalities 


1l. Under no circumstances should funcs be used in a way to weaken the res- 
ponsibility of local groups to finance local programs or in any way weaken the pre- 
sent effort towards self-sup ort. 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT OF CHRISTIAN RESOURCES ON WHICH A RURAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM 
CAN BE BUILT. 
; Dr. Reisner reported province by province, on the significant rural 
work being done, and on tho trained personnel for such work. Though some significant 
work is boing done, the amount is small in comparison with the needs. There has been 
a large decrease in the number of rural pastors in the last twenty years. The neec- 

for strengthening the rural Church is imocrative. 


RURAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM AND PLANS OF THE AAC 

Rev. Wm. Mitchell told of some of the things, effecting rural ite 1 that 
the AAC has been doing. It has been the policy of the Committee to help financially 
worthwhile projects already functioning cnc new projects vhich are gearec to the 


meeds of the neople, 


WORK OF THE USC 
Mr. Dwight Edwards, Fieclc Director of the USC, said that tho USC is 


interested in the development of a rural Church with community-wide influence. At 
least 50% of USC fumcs functions through churches, In acciticn help is given to 
Christian orgenizations such as hospitals anc schools. 


COOPERATION WITH OTHER MOVEMENTS 

The question of possible cooperation with other groups anc movements 
was raisod. Mr. Chanz Fu Liang mentioned China Industrial Coovcuratives and the Mass 
Education Movement. Attention was also called to the fact that the government is 


engaged in the work of rehabilitation. 


AFTERNOON SESSION Aftcr lunch torcther, the group resumed consiceration of rural 
2:00 P.M. church work. The afternoon session opened tith the singing of © 
| "How; Firm a Founcation". Then follovec reports anc discussions. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR A TEN YEAR PROGRAM OF RURAL WORK IN CHINA 

Mr. Chane Fu Liang spoke on the "Christian Rural Commumity anc Its Pos- 
sibilities". He said that China's largest resources are in her man-power, and 
raised the question as to hor we can use that. He urged the chureh to find helpful 
ways of utilizing enforced leisure of rural people and the land not now being used 
for agriculture. He suggested the organization of cooperatives within the Chris- 
tian group as one means of raising the stancard of living. He stressed the need 
for org onization and integration. He also urged the re-establishment of the Rural 
vhurch Departmont of the NCCand suggestet that missions and churches be requested to 
give Chinese leaders some training in specialized scrvice comparable to what is made 
possible for missionaries at Cornell University. 


Miss Liu Yu Chen discussed "Hoy; to utilize the Grass Roots of China for 
the Growth of the Christian Life". She stressed the importance of the home and the 
fact that each member of the family has his omm contribution to make. She referrec 
to a visit to Mt. Omei last year, at which time she sow many beautiful temple® and 
thousands of people who made pilgrimages there to worship. She talked with some of 
the priests. Who gave the moncy to builc these temples? Not a few wealthy people, 
but the masses of poople. Why did they give the money? Why co they go there to wor- 
Ship? Evidently there is something that satisfics some neccd. Miss Liu stressod the 
necec for cooperation and training locel leaders, the need for studying the communi- 
tics and their needs and finding practical ways to mect these needs. Large results 
have come from simplo beginnings, ef., the introduction of peanuts and of tomatoes. 
Improving home and family life, fincing ways to meot needs, the training of local . 
lesders--these things will aic growth in the Christian Lifo. And finally we need to 
make use of college end university students curing summer and \inter vacation, to go 
to the rural ereas to promote mass mete es public health, and to conduct investi- 
gations in rural life. 


» 
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Dean Chang Ohih-wen discussed "The Place of the Christian Colleges and Univer- 
sities in the Proposed Ten Year Program for Rural Churches". He said that education 
is too bookish (teachers teach books and students read books) and has little bearing 
on life. Education teaches people to wear clothes, but not to raise cotton; to eat, 
but not to farm. He added that tye trend in education is toward the more practical. 
Before the war there were about three hundred reconstruction centers for experimen- 
tation and demonstration. These have affedted the courses of study in the wiver- 
sity by making them more prectical. Various institutions should cooperate in train- 
ing for reconstruction, cach contributing its best. Every institution should relate 
its program to the life of the commumity. The work of the collegos anc the program 
of the rural church should be interrelated and interdependent. Tho colleges will 
be able to provide the churches with secds, nursery stock, information, technical 
advice, opportunities for training rural church leaders (courses on several educa- 
tional levels) scholarships for students recommended by their churches who will re- 
turn to their ow community to work, end short training courses for rural workers. 


Dr. Irma Highbaugh gavo "A Review of the North China Christian Rural Service 
Union". Because this is lookcd upon as a pattern for work in other places, a full 
report of the plan is appended. 

DISCUSSION 

These reports were followed by discussion. The suggestions made are included 

in the report of the Committee on Recommendations. 


Suggestion: 1. The suggestion was made by Mr. VV. P. Mills that ways bo 
found to train in democracy in all of our rural program. 


2. A month training for pastors and rural leacers was made by 
Miss Stallings. 


Recommendation: A rovievwed and strong emphasis on lay education training. 


EXPRESSION OF Mr. Goorge Wu expressec appreciation to those who came to the 
APPRECIATION meoting, to the Community Church for the privilege of having the 

mecting there, and to Agriculturel Missions, Inc., for Dr. 
Reisner's visit. 


CLOSING Mr. George Viu led the closing meditation. 
DEVOTION ir. Jemes Chuan, Prof. Timothy Yang, and Miss “icCein led in prayer. 
Dr. Walline pronounced the benediction, 


The meeting adjourned at 5 o'clock. 


A TEN YEAR PLAN FOR BRINGING THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE 
, TO THE RURAL COMMUNITY 
(The North China Christian Rural Service Union) 
Revision of April 9, 1947 


OBJECTIVES 


Program. A church sponsored program serving rural indivicuals, families, and 
communitics, working toward the Christianizing of all life. The local Church will 
be the center of the intograted program, anc the family will be the basic mit of 
this service. 
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Personnel. It 1111 be the purpose to develop a basic staff, who with fair 
treatment, will look forward to a life time devotion to thiswork. 


Philosophy. We consider that cll of life is a unit and is religious. It will 
be expressed in different phases such as in family life, through health, agriculture, 
and iiterature, and we believe that the integration of a program of work is brought © 
about through such ea philosophy. Thorefore the whole program ill be evangelistic. 


Procedure. A group of people representative of the various caurches and coop- 
erating institutions in the North Chins Christian Rural Service Union, have met to 
think anc plan together. One group met to plan work on the home, another on health, 
another on agriculture, and another on literature. Each group had in its membership 
Some who hadspecial study in the ficld anc cthers who hed not but were general churcl 
workers. Plans mace by each group were thon brought together to be acrmonizec by 
those tho had made special studies in the respective ficlcs. For cxample, the home. 
work. health work, agriculture and literature people met to integrate programs and 
budget and to climinate overlapping. This ‘hen comploetec snould an inte« 
grated plen for starting the work. 


BACKGROUND 
- The churches of North China have been working together in 2 loosely organized 


fellowship for some fifteen yoars. An exchange of talents possessec by various 
church personnel cnrichec their regular programs of work. A fo. activities were 
carried on vith a common bucget. Some of the activities of the Union were: 


Literature Department. This cepartment put out the Christian Farmer, a bi- 
monthly magezine, from the oarly ceys of the union. | 


L_eadership Training. Short term training on a professional level for college 
trained church leacers, both Chinese and missioncry,was concuctec alternate years. 
This training was plannec in connection with the visit of some outstancing church 
leaders from abroad, and the group work sas concuctec: by members of the participating 
churches, cooperating institutions, anc the National Christian Council. Such 
leaders from abroad included Dean Vcigle of Yale, anc Dr. Felton ofDrew Theological 
Seminary Rural Church Department. The training was financed by the NCCRSU and delc- 
gates wero sent by the churches. The delogates incluced cistrict supcrintendents 
of churches, principals and staff mombers of training institutions, public health 
nurses and doctors, supervisors of education, agriculture directors (of 


church projects), etc. 


Coorcinating Agriculture The scveral pieces of agriculture work boing 
carried on by various churches were coordinated into one systoum, each being allocatec 
responsibility for some phase of work. For example; one procuged nursery stock and 
worked on soil conservation, another worked on chickens and pigs » one cared for 


farmers treining work and egricultural feirs. 


Visual Aids. Resources wore pooled, prodietion planned jointly, anc materials 
made available to the constituent churches anc. institutions. 


Parishes. These were plannec by tho rural church leaders and 
begun in several diffcrent church groups. | 


Homes \iork. Through an active Homes Committee, information anc inspiration 
were pooled. Annual mootings. of the committwe were helc in different church centers 
and drow in all church groups: operating in the vicinity of tho meeting place, edcu- 
cating them throughexhibits anc group thinking. Literature for tho home was pro- 
duced expcorimentally, and work in the churches was further expancec through letters 
and visits to their church neighbors by members of the Homes Comnmittoo. 


4 
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CHRISTIANS HOMES CENTER AND EXTENSION WORK OF THE 
TEN YEAR PROJECT OF THE NCCRSU 
(Revision of April 9, 1947) 


LOCATION 

The Homes Work Center will be the same as the health work and other phases of 
the Ten Year Project. It may be possibly in the T'ungchou, Peiping, Yenching vicinit) 
and will certainly be in a rural plece rather than a city and in connection with a 


live rural church. 


OBJECTIVES 
Service to Families. A program of Christian Service trying to help people and 


families of the community to meet their needs. 


Research. Research vill be carried on in connection with the service program, 
and will be the means of redirecting the program from time to time. It will provide 
facts about Chinese family life, its mutual relationships and the effects on perso- 
nality growth, its economic, health, oducation, and religious life. Carried through 
a long term, it will provide a factual basis for health, educational, and religious 
programs of work, which will replace our present observational or guess basis. 


Literature. It is the purpose to produce literature experimentally to meet the 


needs of fumily life. 


Training. The center of work will provide opportunities for pre-professional 
training for Seminary, College, and University students; in-service training for the 
paid leadership of the church; and short term training for lay leadersnip of the 
church. 


Domonstration and Extension. A successful program will meet the needs of people 
and be conducted so that parts of it can be duplicated by most rural churches. It 
will be extended by the visits of people to it, through the extension service, and 
through observation of those in treining. 


NEEDS OF THE FAMILY | | 
Some needs of home and family life which the center will purpose to help them 


meet are: 


Religion. Religion which presents life as o whole, all of which has to do with 
the Diety and with one's fellow man. Religion which integrates all activitios and 
all life. A program which works toward the establishmont of a faith which literates 
the individual for action and which brings the whole family to that Christian full- 
ness of life which Jesus wanted all to have. A religion which helps to establish the 
attitude that it is more blessed to give than to receive 2nd which prepares Christians 
to serve others as an oxpression of their faith. A religion which eventuctes in an 
intelligent basic knowledgo of their faith, a daily incividual and family worship lif: 
anc a working Christian fcllowship with good mental health, good physical health and 


good daily living. 


Health. A.program which includec preventive work, maternity welfare, sanitation 
with special emphasis on toilets and water supply, adequate diets, child health, and 
care of the old and sick in the home, 


Family Relationships. A program of Nursery Play Groups, Parent Education and 
Preperation for Home-lMaking for Youth, with special emphasis on groving personalities. 
The family doing things together; work, play, worship, and association with their — 
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neighbors which cnables them to work together to change community onda tions, so 
that all may have a botter lifc. 


Home Monagement. There is a need to emphasize better kitchens » anc more ade- 
quate working space since the kitchen is there the farm woman spends much of her life. 


Home decorations, the use of leisure timc, equipment uncrgy--all of those factors 
which cre vital to better family life. | | 


Home Crafts. The development of some crafts which use local matcrials.would 
have a local market and bring subsiciary income to the family. Due to prosent trcans- 
portation problems, such markets should probably be within one huncred li. This 
would look toward local Cooperatives which care for the output. 


Food Production. Study of diets will reveal the food lacks and indicate what 
needs to be added. Such edditions as bees, chickens, gardens or more products to 
gardens, fruit trees, etc., may be needed. 


Food Preservation. In the North where there is 2 long non-production winter 
season, expanded ways of preserving foods are needed in most if not all communities. 


Recreation. There is need.to develop recreation within the family group, and 
between families in the community. Recreation should be provided which is fun, is 
wholesome, and to some extent ecucationxzl. 


Literacy. There is a universally recognized need for literacy. ‘No other need 
is more basic to 2 growing religious lifc. It is the phase of work which ccn be im- 
mediately stressed and by means of which local people finc a way to serve others. 


Literature and Pictures. These need to be procuced experimentally, especially 
to meet the nseds of rurai people. 


Research. In order to know where to begin work, a preliminary study is needed 
in the community where the center is to be locatec. A long time research in each of 
of the above shases of family life will incicate the dircction the program should | 
take and provice the basis for future programs of work. 


Note: The neecs listed above are not the needs of any age group, but of any 
age groups. The program shoulc provide to help pcophe meet their needs 
at various age levels. The training program should particularly stress 
youth and young acults since they will provide the leadership for the 
carrying forward the program, expancing it in the future. 


STAFF 

It should be noted that while the Head of the Department, a current bucget for 
operating expenses, and possibly some staff members shoulc be provicdec by the NCCRSU, 
it is highly desirable that many staff members should be proviced by the cooporating 
churches at the request of the cirector, and the department heac, anc for specific 
persons. 


General Staff, who will serve the Homes Work. 
Director of the total integrated program. 


Religious Education Staff Member to train and direct the religious cducation 
and worshio in the total program. | 


Public Health Nurse - seo Health program. 
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Food Production Staff Member. A momber of the agricultural cepartment. 


Homes Staff 

t Head. This should be a mature person with a roligious personali ty, 
a desire for service, clarity and understanding of the Christian faith, training in 
Child Guidance anc Family Relationships, anc an appreciation of the imperative noed 
for research work in this field. | 


Family Life Staff Member. This person should be e collge gracuate with special 
training in Child Guidance and Family Relationships. She shoulc be able to develop 
the nurscry olay group work, parent education, and preparation for home-making work 
for youth, and to train parents end youth for leadership in these arvas of work. She 
should also be prepared to co research in family life. 


Home Crefts Steff Member. This person should be recommenced anc cirected by 
the specialist in this area when such a person is available. 


Food Preservation St-ff Momber. This work should be care: for by some other 
members of the staff in the beginning, but would later need a specialist full time. 


Extension Staff Member. This staff member woulc necc to be especially trainec 
in extension methocs of home work and responsible for extencing 211 phases of homes 


work to all the churches of the NCCRSU. 


Research Steff Member. One steff momber should be in cirect charge of the 
research work as such, but should at the same time give hclf time to the service 
project. The research work shoulc be cone in connection with the service program 
by all members of the staff. 


‘PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE TEN YEAR PROGRAM 
NCCRSU 


PURPOSE 
To interpret Christ's message for the xbuncant life through persons developed 


to their fullest capacities for aporeciation of God's gifts and for service to God's 

children. 

GENERAL PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM 
This takes into consiceration that each person is - part of a family group anc 

cannot be profitable consiceree cpert from that unit. To this end, ecucation and 

public health nursing must be furnished for home visiting. It includes health needs 

of the family such as 


infant and child health 
maternity 

nutrition 

communicable disease control 
care of the sick 


- 135 Chins-15 


SPECIALIZED SERVICES 
Ea ch family is also a wnit in o community anc incividual members of the 
family will often be most efficiemtly reached through services such as 


school health service 
immunization campaign 
health education meetings, as 
vublic lectures or films 
mother's clubs 
children's clubs 
Clinics, such as 
prenatal 
trachoma 
tuberculosis finding 
diagnosis 
centers, 2s 
well baby 
expectant mother's clubs 


Notes If the center is near a hospital, as is desirsble, perhaps the clinics 
would need to serve only as screoning to refer tne cases to the hospital. 


2nd note: In all clinic work, the aim would be not to compete with any government 
work but fill in where there is need, and to strengthen the government 


work. 


THE INTENSIVE PROGRAM 
The intensive program should be carried on in the Cnristian Homes Center, with 


Extension work carried on as far as there is available personnel, by workers already 
in the area to be reached by the NCCRSU. These workers (Public Hcoalth Nurses) will 

get specialized training in regular institutions and conferences held for the entire 
staff, and in some cases, special institutes. This person wiil often work with teams 


of specialized workers in extension work. 


TRAINING OF LAY PERSONNEL 
A. In short institutes 
B. In schools, as Theological Colleges, Farmers Schools, Public Schools. 


C. Field workers at the Christian Homes Center. 


TRAINING PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL 
Making a rural oractice field available for public health student nurses, end 


possibly for oshysicians, students, or graduates. 


PERSONNEL 
A. Resident Public Health Nurse (:ith widwife training) as supervisor. 
B. Resident midwife (Public Health Nurse) 
C. A public health teaching nurse, if No V (above) is undertaken. 
D. A doctor available, for regular clinic--not nucessarily daily 
E. If not trained in Public Health, then under the supervision of a public healt) 
physician. 
F. Nursing and medical consultants. 


EMPHASIS 

Emphasis on different »hases of the program will be cctcurmined by study of the 
community, probably starting with what the community thinks thcy necd. | 
RESEARCH AND LITERATURE PRODUCTION | 


Rowlend M. Cross 
Sceretary, Chinc Committee 
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156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eastern Joint Office . 
CHINA COMMITTEE June 17, 1947 


Fg ee CONFERENCE OF RURAL WORKERS 


jon Fostered by 


NORTH CHINA CHRISTIAN RURAL SERVICE UNION 


The churches which are constituent units of the North China Service Union, and 
the institutions which are its co-onerating units were asked to send representatives 
able to helo in the planning of the work of the Union in North China to a two day 
conference upon the occasion of the visit of Dr. John Reisner (representing Agricul- 
tural Missions Foundation Inc.) and Dr. Irma Highbaugh (representing the Homes' De-- 
partment of the National Christian Council). It was hoped that through the rural 
experience of this enlarged group, wisdom for the formulating of future plans would 
be gleaned, and that the execution of any plans made would be stimulated by the in-. 
siration received by those attending. Each group was asked to be res »onsible for 
the expenses of those whom they sent. 


The Conference was held in the YWCA, Peining, on March 17 and is, 1947, from 
9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. It was chaired by Dr. Li Fumg-fang, Chairman of the North China 
Rural Service Union Board of Directors. Mr. James Hunter, Executive Secretary of 
the Union and Chairman of the Planning Committee for the Conference acted as Chair- 


man of a Steering Committee throughout the seSsions. Miss Ellen Studley, Rev. Fieea 


Te-hain, and Dr. Chans Hsueh-yen were asxed to be the Findings Committee. 


: Forty-three registered the first morning. They represented the American’ 3oard, 
Anglican, Church of the Brethren, Church of Christ in China (Presbyterian and London 
Mission branches), and Methodist Churches. They work largely in arcas close to Pei- 
ping, Tientsin, Ch'angli, Paotingfu, Tungchow, and Taiku (Shansi). 


Through the courtesy of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, those 
attending the conference were invited to lunch together at the YWCA. This greatly 
increased the fellowship of the two days. 


At the opening session on Monday morning, Rev. P. H. Wang of the American Board 
Department of Religious Education led the worshio service stressing the concept of 
salvation whole, concrete and covering all of life as it should affect the country 


church and rural community throughout the world. 


Dr. John Reisner's presentation followed. He gave an cffective challenge of 
how the achievement of Christian discipleship and the witnessing to faith in God thru 
Christ could be parts of the same process in a creative vorogram which woulc root 
Christianity in the rural community (See attached transcription). 


Rev. Wallace Merwin of the Presbyterian Mission reported on the plans which had 
been developed in the early post-war scriod for the future work of the Union. (See 
MINUTES of the reorganizational meeting, January 19, 1946). It had been envisioned 
to invite Mr. Hugh Hubbard to be the Exccutive Secretary of the Union which would in 
Clude work in the folloving departments: Rural Church, Health, Horticulture, Crop In- 
provement, Animal Husbandry, Christian Homés » Literature, Ecucation, Co-operatives 
Extension, and Training. Ii was planned te center the latter, along with the execu- 
tive headquarters in the Peining-Yenching-Tunghsien area, under the leadership of Mr. 
James Hunter. The big question thwarting the immediate implementation of this plan 
is: "What have the missions and churches to contribute to it in the way of funds and 


personnel?" 


4 
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An informal discussion followed as to concitions and opportunities in the area 
served by the Rural Service Union. A few of the suggestions made follow: 


1. Rev. T'ien Li-kimg (Methodist) urgoc that a special training opportunity be given 
rural preachers now. He felt there was urgent need of this for two reasons: 


(a) Those now in service ere losing their abilities. For ten years they have had 
no freedom in the pulpit. Two years after Victory, 27 of the 52 churches on his dis-— 
trict cannot be active. They are forgetting how to preach. 


(b) We cannot wait for the Seminary to train those tho can carry out the enlarged 
program we envision. New Training is needed by those who have had the old style of 
training so that they can add to their previous skills, techniques in agriculture, 


public health, cooperatives, etc. 


2. Mr. Tung (a oriest of the Shon, Kung Hui) urged that pastors be given training in 
agriculture to such an extent that they could become self-supporting pastors. He saw 
no supoort or safety for them otherwise. He said that 2 of the 3 ordained men in his 
vicinity had beun killed. Young men who were church members hac turned Communist and 
aiced in the destruction of the church. Conditions in his area had become so terri- 


fying thet 32 Catholic pricsts hac fled their posts. 


3. e. Tung (iicthocist) urged the training of women as well as that of men. He also 
plead for the maintaining of the slogan: "Do all thet we can, and what we can co, DO." 
He spoke of the great o» ,ortunitics in one of the active churches in his district 
where the government is anxious for help in health work. There are a high school onc 
six primary school centers in one area :.ith no nurse nor doctor. The need for liter- 
acy for women is also fult. On \.omen's Festival they hele a mass meeting and tal kec 
of equality, but there can be no cuvuality :ithout ecucation. They have not been suc- 
cessful in ovening an acult litcracy class under the government. In the class fos- 
tered by the church, there were thirty-seven registrations. 


This pastor spoke with great entiusiasm of this optimistic outlook for the church 
basec on the belief that history vould rcepext itself: 1.¢., as soon as local concition 
permit, inactive churches vill azain be secon to hold great vigor. 


4. Dr. Li Jung-fang(Yenchin, University, School of Religion) said he basic his opti- 
mism for the future on faith in Goc who often works in unexpected ways, and in the in- 
terest now shown by stucents in the colleges. Many of the youth of tocay see the only 
hope of China in the church. He cuestionud the wisdom of setting a policy which would 
reduce all the ministry to the planc of farmers giving voluntecr service. 


5. Rev. Liu I-hsin (idethocist) folloi.ec this with the plea that we make a study of the 
nev; needs anc. methods required to meet present conditions which ere so different from 
pre-wer days. Surely a new type of ecucation anc new type‘of religious approach must 
be required. He held that the development of an active mind which could appraise si- 
tuations and adapt to them was a needed asset by those who woulc be successful in rura 


work. 


6. Miss Li Fong-ch'ao (Methocist) testificd that in some places the Christians had 
shown great courage in standing by thcir faith in the face of Communist questioning 
and opposition. She held that evangelists needed a firm grounding in "What is truth?" 
that thoy might give others a faith adequate for these times. 


At the close of this discussion Dr. Chang Hsuch-yen summariz ed saying it was 
evident we must move forward and not back. He presented three points about which 
there could be agreement: . 


\ 
‘ \ 
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1. The centrality of the cross is emphasized among us. We cannot move out of — 
disturbed areas. The church must save the people in these areas through a cross. 
2. Those now in training for future rural work should go to the country for 


experience and a part of their training. 


 §. A North Chine Christian Rural Service Center is needed as a focal point for — 


rural aid. 


Dr. Reisner closed the morning session with an appeal not to think of preaching 
as the chief method of Christian witness, ond therefore to hold no fear of unusual 
methods of witness. “If the word became flesh in Christ, so does it in us. In the 
village community not many members are great preachers. Their witness is their lives 
in home and community. The power of the Christian witness in any community is in di- 
rect proportion to the degree to which pastor and members have achieved Christian 


discipleship." 
pl be 


In the afternoon session, the main emphasis was on the Christian Homes! program, 
Dr. Ortha Lane presented a picture of the Homes Work of the present and the past in 
North China Rural areas by telling what had been cone in recent months in North China 
Methodism. She said that this was the first of her twenty years in China that she had 


not been able to get to any country places herself, which in itself bespeaks \idesprea 


political disturbances. She said a great deal had been done in rehabilitation work | 
through the distribution of vitamins, tie spiritual refreshment retreats, the re-open- 
ing of the mothercraft school in Ch'angli. A wnicue venture which had met with great 
success was the holding of a retreat for teachers' wives in Changli. One method of — 
getting informaticn anc interest in Christian Homes’ \ork into many communities has be. 
the department of the Christian Home incorporated in the Women's Societies of Christ- 
ian Service now a part of the work of ticthovist churches. She spoke of the need for 
inexpensive pictures for the rural home, and of songs appropriate for the rural home. 


\% ‘he next prosentetion emphasized plans for Christian Howes! Work for the future, 
Dr. Irma Highbeugh spoke as a co-operating secretary of the National Christian Council 
who had been resident in North China and helped in the formation of the Rural Service 
Union. She presented the plans of the Homes Department of the National Christian Coun. 
cil for 1947. These include the establishment of Christian Homes Centers for Research 
and Service in four areas of China, of which North China is one. Such a center should 
be established in accord vith plans covering work for ten years at least. It could ~ 
aiso be an evangclistic tool in new territory. Another new emphasis in the 1947 plans 
is for three periods for promotion of interest in Homes work in the local church: (a). 
Home problems to be discussed in the local and church press; (b) Homes Week; (c) A 
year's follow up program. Parent education for young parents is also to be stressed. 


Immediately it was recommenced that a welcome be given the establishment of a 
Christian Homes' Research Center in this area, and that the NCC be urged to allocate — 
L?. Highbaugh for resident work here. | 


Some time was also spent in considering the type of organization which would 
most effectively further the work of the Union. Dr. Reisner described the present 
Set up as a "fellowship of rural workers" which hac come into boing for mutual help 
anc encouragement. He believed that for the effective promotion of an enlarged progran 
it would also be wise to head up to\e group which could take final responsibility for 
policies and funds. There was a good Geal of discussion to whether or not the North 
China Christian Council or the Rational Christian Council could assume this function. 


The second morning held several high poiats. Dr. H. H. Ts'ui led a thought pro- 
voking devotional service. Dr. Chang Hsuch-yen presented the work of the "Christian 
Farmer" by charts, distributed pamphlets anc verbal description. He saic in part: 


"Since returning to the North, the largest number of subscribers are now located 
in Hopei. The difficulty of communications makes the maintenance of West China 


i 
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subscriptions difficult. Subsidies from the Wiest anc local contributions have pre- 
vented financial stress, anc have been an expression of international friencliness. 


"Careful studies have shorn the changec rcligious attitudes of reacers anc re-— 
vealed that helpful suggestions have been accepted by those in need of spiritual help. 
This makes me feel that here is a task worthy of the best efforts of a life time of 
service. To change to other work would be to lose the benefits of accumulative expert 
ence. This comes to me most poignantly vhen I try to answer correspondence from our . 
readers. In the quiet of the night hours, I am overcome with emotion as I stucy theirz 
letters. Each letter represents a large group with similar problems who never express 
themselves. Has the church a messcge for them? Have we power to meet all of these 
necds? We are stirred wnder the guidance of God to do all we Can. 


"One of the great nee’s of these readers is to be encouraged in self expression, 
They are humble folk whose lives are rich in human experience. Too oftun they Aave 
felt unworthy to present their thouglits about life and its meaning. Too often they 
have been overlookec by those of greater literary attainments, whose lives luck much 
of the reality known by this group. So to help them to express themselves, anc to put 
their thoughts in a form where they could reach the literary world, we printed a book 
of one hun¢red biographies of our readers. It has been excee ingly well received and 
achieved its purpose. | 


"Dr. Reisner has suggested a ten year program, but we have already laic out an 
expanding program for twelve years. During this period we hope to add to our faciliti 
for promoting and procucing literature for rural people and to become self--supporting. | 

A most cotailed anc illumin:ting report of the work which has been done by CNRRA 
in this area was presentec by Mr. wang Ch'uen-I of their staff. Having formerly .ork- 
ed with the Lu Ho Service Center staff, he was in a position to emphasize those phase 
of the work which are expectec to have a telling influence on the future program of — 
the Rural Service Union. (See accompanying "Outline of Program on Agricultural Rehabi 
litation Division"). Im his closing statement he saids | 


"From one standpoint you can say that I am not an active Christian for I never 
go to church to worship or study the Bible. From another standpoint, I vant to be 
classed among Christians for my philosophy of life has come from Christianity. Sol 
want to give my idea of the relationship of the rural church and rural rehabilitation 


"The church has been a leader in acvancing the literary movements end new cul- 
ture in China. This I have long felt, but most recontly Rev. P. H. Wang has given me 
great evidence of its great contributions along this line. 


"The heart of China's life is in the country. Why is the Communist movoment rif: 
there, end why has it entered the rural church? Because we have been lookec upon as ai 
organization built on capitalistic principles. Preaching has been emphasized rather 


- than e mingling with rural life anc a meeting of all of its needs. We have been hear- 


ing of the necossity of seif-support in the church and that the country creates, the 
city destroys. Then we should expect the rural church to be self-supporting before th: 
city. Is it so? No. Why? Because wo have not expressec our oneness with the shared 


creative life of the country. 


"Rural reconstruction should also cooperate with the government. But there is 
a barrier between the cowumtry man and the government. It is due to an old feeling of 
prejudice that the government is there to oppress, not to serve. After all, therefore, 
the best existing organ to be a connecting link between the farmer and the reconstruc- 
tion movement, is the church. 


He said in part, “I have 


"The Christian Citizen' should be our motto. Without Cepencable character, 
there can be no cooperation. No matter how fine our efforts, if we co not cooperate 
with the government, there will be no great results." 


The afternoon session was given largely to the report of the Findings Committee 
and to closing moments of inspiration. The following resolutions were acopted: 


1. That a Workshop be organized by the North China Christian Rural Service Ynion as 
a training center immediately available for pastors and women workers not able to 
carry on rural work in thcir usual places of responsibility. The purpose of the 
Workshop shall be to prepare these workers to carry on a full rural program when poli- 
tical conditions permit. We recommend that a committee be set up to develop plans 
and estimates for this. 


2. That we invite Miss Ortha Lane to be responsible for the organization of the Homes 
Committee. 


5. That we invite Mr. Liu I-hain to reorganize the Lay Training Committee. 
4. That we invite Dr. Chang Hsuech-yen to be responsible for the Literature Committee, 
5. That we invite Miss Lora Battin to reorganize the Public Health Department. 


6. That we invite Mr. Earle Ballou to call together responsible mission anc church 
executives to plan for the election of church representatives to organize the North 
China Christian Council as the highest cooperative church organization in North China. 
The Union and the above committees shall be relatec through it to the National Christ- 
ian Council and worlc church 


7. That we invite the Nationcl Christian Council to place one of its proposed 
CHRISTIAN HOME RESEARCH AND SeERVICE CENTERS in the North Chine crea. 


8. That we request the National Christian Council to allocate Dr. Irma Highbaugh for 
residence in North China as a cooperating Secretary in their Homes' Department and as 
Executive Secrctary of the Christian Home Research enc Service Center. 


9. That a letter be sont to UNRRA anc CNRRA csking that as they close ticir work, they 
turn over to the North China Christian Rual Service Union resources for carrying on 
their projects in Public Health, Child Welfare, Agriculture, cnd Industriat Rehabili- 
tation, and that we ask Mr. Hsu Wei-lien to present this request-from us to the Con- 
ference soon to convenc in Shanghai. 


10. That we ask Mr. James Hunter to take the responsibility of Executive Secretary 


for the Union, to develop plans, promote activities, and look after properties of the 
Mission. 


| irculeted among Church 
. ¢ Enelish copies of Dr. John Reisner's presentation be c 
be present, that the Chinese version be printec in The Christian 


Farmer. 


orc of challenge. 

ip service \ brought a final worc 
SO heavily on the N orth China Christian Rural 
ue to pioneer and demonstrate a new method of 


vice Union that I want to see it conto p a Homes Program, an Agricultural 


. Ihave no doubt as to your ability to cevelo 
a Public Health Program, a Youth Program. The place at 
is in integration, and the development of a village program that well pa 
I am convinced that in the long run the influence of the work that you co, will cepend 
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more on the place given religion than on any other phase of your work. It must bear 
an integral relationship to every department." 


The interest and soirit there was for backing a rural program in spite of the 
difficulties everywhere apparent, may be typified by the statement made informally by 
the presiding chairman. Dr. Li Jung-fang, Acting Dean of the School of Religion of 
Yenching University, has been outstanding as a Hebrew scholar and a member of the Chi- 
nese literati. He said, "Years ago Dr. Ch'en Yuan, Chancellor of Fu Jen (Catholic) 
University criticized the Nestorian Period of the Christian church in China. He as- 
cribed its failure to two factors: it was entirely a missionary movement vith no 
Chinese pastoral leadership; it was composed of too lowly folk, with no literati. In 
- our Protestant movement we have tried to correct this. We have many Chinese workers. 

There are many literati among the church members, of which I am one. It has been left 
to the Communist movement to show us our mistake. They have proven that unless a move 
ment is rooted in the masses, it has no power. To think that I gave ten years to the 
practice of calligranhy, just to become a literati! Now that my hair has turned white 
and my life pattern is set, I wish that I might ‘have contributed to the life of the 
church in the village. If I could re-live my life I would invest it in spreading 
Christianity among China's common people." / 


Ellen M. Studley 
English Secretary 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary 
China Committee 
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BUT ONE HOPE 


| An Appeal 
(CONFIDENTIAL - Tentative statement just received from China. It is to be signed by 
a selected groun of Christian leaders. Not for publication unless released from China 
and then only after checking with final, revised, signed covy for accuracy) 


China has but one hone today, but one way out - peace. For all over the country 
the suffering and wrest grow. The refugees, pitiful in their misery, are one sign of 
this. Rice riots are another. Those who shrink from rowdyism, yct nevcor know where 
the next meal will come from, are bitter. Farmers, who reap but little profit from — 
their toil, add to the discontent. Employers and employces clash, their cisputes, 
which arise largely out of the financial situation, increase the people's troubles. 
Educators, viewing the present in the light of the past, warn against disaster. Stu- 
dents, now and then misled, nevertheless by their forthrightness dramatize the nation's 
need and make real its plight. Finally, day by day, the press repeats the common story 
unending war, rising prices, fresh hardships, greater burdens; and every home and offic 
shop and factory, town and village, retell the dismal tale. 


In view therefore of the pressure of owblic opinion, it was natural that at its 
recent meeting in Nanking, the Peoole's Political Council should take measures looking 
towards peace. It called upon the Government to reaffirm its willingness to settle by 
political means the issues between itself and the Communists, anc it requested both 
) parties to resume peace nevzotiations at onca, without orior conditions on cither side. 
The Council further stated that the outcome of the peace talks should be both the 
democratization of the Government and the nationalization of the armed forces. And 
finally, the Council entrusted to its Presicium and its Committee in Nankin= the task 
of promoting, within the shortest pndssifle timc, the conclusion of peace. 


“ 


These measures have the approval of the public, for they embody what the people 
want: peace, wmity, and democracy. Morecever, the Government says those are the things 
it wants, and the Communists say they are what they too want. Why then, when all want 
the same things, does the war go on?‘ The Government blames the Communists, and the Com- 
munists, the Government. licanwhile the people feel that the responsibility for the war 


rests upon both parties. 


Can we blame them for so thinking? Look at the facts. In Government areas: 
corruption, inflation, administrative incfficicney, inequitable taxation, unjust 
conscription, and most recently, on the very verge of what has beon called the period 
of constitutionalism, a dangerous reprossion of civil libertics. In Communist arcas: 
neediess destructiveness, trials that are often a mockery of justice ("dou djan hwei"), 
forced levios on both grain and manpo:or, widespread economic detcrioration, hard and 
fast regimentation of community life, and a suppression of fundamental liberties which 
is the antithesis of democracy. It is thus no wonder that the people, when they look 
at conditions in both area, Government and Communist, feel that both parties are respon- 
Sible for thc nation's present unhappy state and for the continuance of the war. Somo 
extenuetion for the evils above mentioned, on both sides, can perhaps be found in the © 

: _ fact that ea state of war exists betiecn thom; nevertheless tne injurics wrought and 
4 thewrongs done by each party cannot in any large measure be excused or condoned thereby. 


Now, it should be added at once, and gladly, that the above picture, while true, 
is not the whole truth. There is good, much good, on both sides, just as there is the 
evil already spoken of. There are undoubtedly honest, harc working, capable officicls 

| 
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in the Government, men and women who seek only the welfare of their country. So too 
in the Communist ranks, there are those in whose fundamental integrity of spirit one 
is bound to believe. Furthermore both these groups, in the Government and in the 
Communist Party, have among their objoctivos certain measures (for example, land and 
tax reforms) which would be for the good of the country if they could but be brought 
to due and prover fulfillment. Neverthcloss in spite of these facts, namely, good ma: 
and good plans on cach side, the war steadily continues, anc the lot of the people 


everywhere goes from bad to vorse. 


The time has therefore come when the liberals of China must take a more active 
part in oublic affairs than thoy have hitherto done. Thoy cannot stand asice and see 
the country sink deeper and deeocr in ruin. They must not merely speak out on behalf 
of peace, but actively work for it, and support the People's Political Council also ix 
its efforts to this end. Moreover the liberals at this time must continue unceasingly 
the struggle for freedom of specch, press, and assembly, because, until these are von, 
democracy can have no sure foothold in China. Further, the liberals must also press 
steadily for administrative reform, and for honesty and efficiency in the public ser- 
vice. Fortunately some well-kmovn mon, both within and without the present political 
parties, are already earnestly secking these objectives. ‘Je vho sign this statement 
pledge them herewith our suport and trust that a great company 1111 soon likervise do 
so. For the liberals of China carry a heavy responsibility at this time and they need 
each other's help and encouragement. 


The appeal for peace here made is addcrcssed to the Government and the Communists 
alike. No personal ambition, and no oarty advantage, weigh in the balance ith the 
people's necds. We therefore ask cach groun to egree to an immediate armistice, to 
resume negotiations without celay, and to come to some reasonable and amicable set- 
tlement of outstanding difficultics. The issucs between the parties are not in them 
selves impossible of solution. They become so only when mun forget the larger good 
anc seek too eagerly the triumph of thoir ovn ideas, their ovn olans, and their om 
ambitions. China is greater than any one incivicual any single group. She should 
be served by all, but mastered by none and sacrificed none. 


Finally, resolute action for peace is now necessary. It is the first duty, as it 
is the supreme opportunity, of both Government and Communist leaders to think, not of 


the past, but of the future, and of the new Chine they both would build. If they builk 


together, they can build soundly; if they build sepsrately, or seek to destroy each 
other's work, only chaos can result. History awaits the answer, and with it the natior 
final judgment on Government and Communist leaders alixe. Those who in this hour ad- 
vance the people's welfare will win their undying gratitude, those who fail them tneir 
lasting condemnation. So too do Chinese liberals face challenge and opportunity and 
stand at the bar of judgment! Will they, at this time, play their part as peacemakers, 
and by their efforts establish democracy securely in the lanc, anc thus make Vhina: tru 
worthy of her rightful place among the nations of the earth? Here also history awaits 
the answer, and on that answer the nation's fate depends. 


Rowland M. Cross 

Secretary 

China Committee 
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Copy of Letter from Arthur 0. Rinden 


NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 
OFFICE OF AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS 
University of Nanking 
Nanking 5, China 
May 30, 1947 


Dr. Lloyd Ruland 
Rev. Rowland Cross 


Dear Friends: | 
Since the Shanghai Customs men still have their clutches on my shipment of sup- 


_ plies and equipment, including typewriter, I must again write longhand - but with 


apologies. 


A week ago we completed the first NCC Audio-Visual Aics \orkshop. We gave it the 
minimum of publicity, expected 10, but as you see from the enclosed picture, 25 came. 
We wanted it small because our facilities and equipment were so greatly limited, and 
we wanted it to serve as a "pilot" for a more ambitious effort next year. And, I may 
say, it served well in this regard. Moreover, this year's delegates. requested that 
next year's Vorkshop be for a longer period, which we thought was at least somewhat 
auspicious. The group you see is more than 2/3 Chinese, and it was well distributed 


‘as to denominations and types of work. There was a considerable demand that we have 


it later so more school people could come, but here also were difficulties. Maybe nex 
year we will have two groups ~ one for church workers, one for church and school folk. 
It is not good to allow the Workshop to be too large. If it serves its purpose, it ic 
largely practice, and that involves many instructors and a good deal of equipment, su; 


plies, etc. 


You will be interested to know that the delegates organized a "Audio-Visual Aids 
Peliowship" for mutual. . aid during the year - exchange of ideas and of certain materi- 
als. It is patterned on the V.E.F. of the International Council. Ours begins with on 
20 charter members, but really I'm sure it will grow and probably become an important 
factor in the development of Audio-Visual Aids use in China. 


You'll be interested to know that the transcriptions, dono in Chinese, on the Sow 
Seriber have proven to be very useful indeed. \'o have found men and women who speak 
good Mandarin, who enunciate clearly, and when this is played back with adequate vol- 
ume, it is very much better understood than when a speakor reads a script on the spot. 


I'vo just had word of the shipping of the Addressograph. I note that the price-h: 
increased considerably since it was ordered, well over a year ago. Also, I'm surprisa 
that it is being sent in three cases, but I am very glad it is on-route. We greatly 
need it. The University here has a vory inadequate mimeographing machine and it is on] 
Suitable for Chinese. That means that our Bulletin must be printed at very high com- 
mercial rates, and that is not really satisfactory. Our Bulletins will at once be 
larger, and since they must be in both English and Chinese, this mimeograph machine is 


exactly what we need. Now, let's hope it arrives soon, that all of it arrives, and 


that it works 0.K.! 


| 


* 
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Even though our supplies have not arrived, from various sources we have been 
able to buy or borrow various materials so that our production program is at last ~ 
getting well started. I dare say you may have wondered at our slowness in getting 
under way, but really, if you had been here and seen the circumstances under which 
we have had to operate, I think you would have understood well enough. Practically 
nothing has gone wrong - it's only that everything is so terribly slow. And it does 
not pay to hurry it too much either, as you both well know. Anyway, let me tell you 
that now we seem to be getting into second-gear at least, and that before the end of 
the year we expect to be able to send you some things that you can show to the con- 
stituency at home. By the way, I'm also sending a picture of the Center of the Wor- 
ship Service used on the last evening of our Workshop. The "world" is populated by 
the international family of dolls belonging to Miss Florence Mickles (So. Presby.) 
of the Bible Teachers Training School, where our women delegates stayed, and where we 
had afternoon Workshop. The forenoons were at the University of Nanking Visual Ed. 
Center. The drapes over the maps were as the rainbow - and the flags, as well as the 
dolls, represented the same idea - that the complete symphony requires all the colors. 
The characters above the cross, you know. *(They are not very clear, but I think they 
aro"Ch' ing Ping An Ohen Li"~- In commemoration of peace and truth. R.C.) It was a very 
impressive service. 


Now, vith commencement in only one more week, I hope to have more time and soon 
you may get another letter from me - typewritten i hope - and I 'spect you do too! 


Please tell me if there is any particular information you would like; and, I would 
like to know which denominations are giving us support this year. 


With aopreciation for your interest and supvort, 
Sincerely, 
/s/ Arthur 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary 
China Committce 4 
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CHINA COMMITTEE July 28, 1947 
a TO MEMBERS OF THE CHINA COMMITTEE 


Herewith a report from Mr. Johannaber of the C.C.E.A. staff. It is forwarded 
to us by Mir. J. M. Tan who is the Secretary of the C.C.E.A. As you know, Mr. Johanna- 
ber was allocated to the work for middle schools under CCEA by the Methodist Board. 


You will be interested to know that we have recommended to the N.C.C. that out 
of the balance available to the N.C.C. at the close of our year, March 31, 1947, that 
@ sum up to $5,000 be allocated to the C.C.E.A. to meet their expenses for this 
current year. A somewhat larger amount will be included in the Overseas Budget of 


the China Committee for the year 1948-49. 


A TRIP INTO CHEKIANG 
- May 19 - June 4, 1947 
Charles F. Johannaber, CCEA 


an Mr. Ma Hung Kang and I made up the team that made this trip into Chekiang Pro- 
ee C wince. We visited six centers of work, one of these (Sungkiang) being in Kiangsu. 
3 Our work in these places consisted of various types: calling on individual leaders, 
visiting institutions, speaking ia schools, churches and hospitals, and having indi- 
vidual conferences. We represented three organizations on this trip: the BCCEA, 
the CCEA, and the NCC. The whole trip covered 16 days. 


I. SUNGKIANG. The work here is done by Methodists, who have much property in 
this place. Ve had mectings with adults as well as with primary and junior middle 

School pupils. Also visited thé orphanage and had a mecting there. This orphanage 
is supported by the local gentry who got the local Christians to run the place for 

themi A Special talk on Guidance was given to a group of teachers. sungkiang has 

@ population of about 40,000. | 


TI. KASHING. Our first stop in Chekiang. Our purpose in stopping here was to 
_ take Principal Ku along as a third member of our team, but he did not find it possible 
to go with us. But we had a good visit and talk with hin and we tried to encourage 

his school work in these cisturbed times. | 


III. HucH Our trip by boat from Kashing to Huchow was an intercsting one. 
ig Upon our arrival, we olanned with local leaders our program of work for the two days 
&§ there. We had a full program of work in that city, which has a population of about 
j 200,000 and is a fine island city. The Methodists have a strong work here, and the 
Baptists have work Jicrc also. Everywhere the Christians are courageously repairing 
tai property. We visited the pastors, churches, schools, and the great hospitals 


@ ee We visited the schools of all grades. In fact, we were interested 

“Bn ‘every type of Christian work in each city visited. We had a number of large and 

Small meetings here. We spoke in both middle schools as well as in the large Metho- 
Hospital. Mr. Ma had a large meeting with Christian lay workers and also one 


Sincerely yours, 
Rowland M. Cross 
RMC : kn Secretary 


: with Christian students. I had a meeting with midéle school teachers on Guidance 
and also one with primary teachers on the same subject. ‘:henever we had the oppor- 
tunity, we presented the Forward Movement. We. also visited the Child \elfare Cen- 

tex run by the Methodists and the former Mothercraft School of the Buptists. 


tréaity Methodist Church in this city is an institutional church. 


IV. HANGCHOM. Our next stop in this field campaign was at Hangchow. Here we 
first visited several of the pastors and the middle school principals. On Sunday 
afternoon, May 25, Mr. Ma and I each had a meeting at 5:00 o'clock. Mr. Ida spoke at 
the meeting for all Christian students. At 5 p.m. that day I preached at the Union 
English service in the CMS Hospital. We spoke before students in all the Christian 
middle schools in the city. A special meeting was one for all middle school teachers, 
and another was a forum for all Senior II students of Wayland Academy and Union Girl's 
School. In the latter we had a very good time with about 150 boys and girls, consi- 
dering some of the great present problems of youth. We also visited Hangchow Chris- 


tian College and its president.. 


V. KINHWA. A long train ride next took us to Kinhwa at the center of Chekian; 
Province. The work here is done by fine Baptist people. It is an old-fashioned city 
with a povulation of 30,000. One does not have space to describe all the interesting © 
sights seen along the way in these travels. After we arrived, tue leaders came in 
and we made final plans for our work in this city. One special item of work here 

was to lead a large group of about 100 girls in a Bible study. At a Church Leader's 
mecting Mr. Ma again had an opportunity to present the Forward Movoment. One might 
say that the Forward Movement has alreacy begun in Kinhwa, for they had just baptized 
81 new Christians before we got there. Mr. Ma made a sight-secing trip to a famous 
cave near Kinhwa, and he came back with a glowing report. No doubt this story will 
appear some day in one of his books for young people! 


e For the first time, I had an opportunity to have a meeting only 
with teachers who were guidance leaders. The teaciiers wore from both the boys’ and 
the girls’ schools. Later on there was an opportunity to havo a meeting on this sub- 
ject for all teachers. One evening thore was a big welcome mecting for us and the | 
newly baptized people, on the law at the hospital. Ome day we had a great student 
ee in the church when 450 students and 16 teachers wore present. Mr. Ma and I 

th spoke. 


On Sunday the whole Sunday School hour was turned over to me, 

and Mr. Ma preached in the morning service. In the afternoon we had another forum 

for students. This was held in the church, which was nearly filled with students 

: from the government university. lir. Ma and I both gave short talks to introduce our 
questions, anc afterwards the studonts again really asked us questions. A number of 

. of students stayed for quite a while ofterwards to talk with us longer. Our work 

: / closed at Kinhwa with Mr. Ma giving an evening evangolistic message. 


VI. SHAOHSING. This stop was a very short one, but still worthwhile. Mr. Ma 

got an attack-of Malaria, and was not feeling so well. We had an evoning meeting with 
| . leaders to plan what wo were to do during our stay there. After the planning mecting, 
? I had an opportunity to give a message to these loaders. The noxt morning we visited 


a many Christian institutions in this city. Ono was the CMS junior co-educational mid- 
“dle school and another, tho Baptist Bible School. Then the Baptist Boys' Middle School. 
. | They also have girls, so it is co-ed. ‘le also visited the fine Baptist Hospital. 


Shaohsing u.as the most inspiring Christian center that we visited 
\ This was because of the excellent Baptist church end the splendid orphanage there. 

The church no doubt is one of the best in China. It is both institutional and self- 


Supporting. The orphanage has a sanitary dairy. This orphan home is an illustration | 


¥ 
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of Christians outliving the vorld. The church uas started five other churches. It 
maintains four schools undér its oim roof: a half-day school, a night school, a 
people's school, and a day nursery! The tio Christian middle schools joined together 
and had all their teachers come together for thcir noon mcal, and right after the meal 
I had the privilege of giving thom a message on guidance. Taen we left for the sta- 
tion to go to Hangchow and to return home from thet city. 


CONCLUSION: We trust that in these efforts wo havo helped the people with 
whom we came into contact. One teacher said, "We arc glad thet you came, for our 
Spirits were so low!" Another onc said, you have come and brought us courage. We 
feel that we arc not working alone, but there are many who care for us. We need your 
guidance and help. Vie hope you would come again anc help us all the time." 


We want ncople to gain confidence in our central organization 
through such visits. I think that vcerhaps we gained the confidence of both conserva- 
tive and progressive people. So these short visits no doubt have their value and are 
indeed worth while. But Mr. Ma and I both feel that we should have more extended 
opvortunitics to work with people. One plan we have in mind is month-long summer 
Schools for teachers. ie should plan definitcoly for such greater efforts to lift 
the morale and Christian life and professional ability of our workers. 


v 
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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 
Overseas Newsletter No. 50 - Jume, 1947 
Edited by Rev. W. H. Hudspeth, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai 


- A recent visitor to North China has brought encouraging news of the 
healthy churches he visited in Ealgan (Chang-chia~k'ou), Peiping and Tientsin. He 
was impressed with the ease and speed with which the journey to the north could be 
made. In a highly comfortable forty-four seater skymaster the trip from Shanghai 
to Peiping, 686 miles, was accomplished in less than five hours; quicker than in 
pre-war days. Our visitor told us however that the Christian work engaged in by 
these key cities is being more and more cut off from any intimate contact with work 
in the country. As was pointed out in the notes of last month, this means that ac- 
tive Christian contacts with China's peasantry, who form 80% of the population, ere 
being considerabl., narrowed and there is a grave danger that over wide areas it will 
be entirely climinated. This is a question which should be studice immedictely, more 
especially by the younger missionarics who have elasticity and who may be better 
able to sce the point of view of new political outlooks and methods. UNRRA personnel 
are allowed to go into Communist controlled territories, not because they individually 
are any more welcome than other people, but because they have something vital to con- 
tribute to the welfare of the common man. Is it possible to work out some schemo 
whereby teams of young Christien coctors, of educationalists, of social welfare ex- 
perts may enter Communist areas and show what they can do? If missionary work is 
not going to be elbowed out of numerous strategic centers something new anc something 
drastic will have to be attempted and personally I look to youth to make the attempt. 


It was suggested that in Kalgen, where a Communist regime held sway 
from August, 1945 to October, 1946, the fact that the four organized churches (Metho- 
dist, Norwegian Mission Alliance, Salvation Army, Seventh Day Adventists) had lived 


through the long Japanese occupation and were still offering a very real witness, indi- . 


cated that there was something virile end vital in these churches and that there was 
indeec a living church. An elderly missionary lady who had seen a good deal of the 
Communist rule said that it had taught her many lessons and that were she at the begin- 
ning and not at the end of her missionary life there were three things she would co: 
(1) Live in a much simpler house than she had done; (2) Live nearer to the common 
people and not be scparatod from them by a large compound; anc (3) accumulate very few 
possessions. Thore is food for deep thinking herc....simpler houses, no garcen-wall 
barricrs, few possessions. Communists would commend this. 


Contacts with Christian workers amongst the Mongols, and with Mongols 
themselves indicated that the chaos, Cisorder and disruption causec by the war in 
Chahar and East Suiywan were presenting grave difficulties to those who desire to re- 
establish missionary work in what was formerly knowm as Inner Mongolia. The impenc- 
trable curtain around Outer Mongolia, thich was lifted for a short while in 1945, has 
been let down again. The whole country is impervious to any missionary impect. The 
express train from Peiping to Kalgan and later Kalgan to Peiping was on time, an in- 
dication that the railway authorities are on their toes. , 


It was inspiriting to learn that of the 25 churches in Ticntsin and the 
15-18 in Peiping a majority are self-supporting being entirely independent of any 
overseas moncy. 
In Tientsin a Christian evening newspaper "New Life" with a circulation 
of over 20,000 is being run by Mr. H. ©. Ch'ang, who, a graduate in law of Michigan 


University, has turned his hand to journalism with ea view to establishing a paper 
that will disseminate the Christian message as well as the most up-to-date and 
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essential news. The paper has been so successful that he is contemplating further 
developments such as in three months time the issuing of a New Life Daily, and next 
year a New Life Weekly. Mr. Ch'ang runs a free school for his nearly one hundred 
newspaper boys whom he clothes in a special wmiform. iir. Ch'ang is himself the prin- 
cipal and teaches an hour each day. A number of not well-to-do middle-school scholars 
engaged to deliver the newspaper to subscribers are thereby able to earn something to- 
wards their support and in this way work their way through school. The newspaper is 
registered with the Government as a Methodist newspaper. I know of no other Protes- 
tant Christian newspaper in China cnd Mr. Ch'ang is to be congratulated on his vision 
and enterprise. He pointed out that Tientsin is "thirsty for Christian books"... 
these were his words...and that deplorably few Christian books were evailable. 


C . From that veteran missionary, tho Rev. Dr. Forbes Tocher vho recently 
passed ugh Shanghai, we learnt that both departments of the men's and women's 
hospital in Ichang are busily functioning...a European doctor at the men's, a Chinese 
lady doctor at the women's. As people have plenty of money to pay feos the hospitals 
are largely self supporting. iliore trained medical personnel are needed but it is 
proving exceedingly difficult to secure the service of Chinese coctors since they can 
make so much more money in private practice than in mission hospitals. | 


The educational work...clementary, higher clementary and middle 
schools...is thriving, there being a videspreac and in some ways unprecedented demand 
for education. The boys’ anc girls’ middle-schools, crowded to capacity, have more 
students than ever before in the mission's history , and since local cducation fees 
practically meet all the current financial needs thero is very little demanc on mis- 


sion funds. 


In the evangelistic work the great neod is pastors and evangelists of 
whom there is a disconcerting scarcity. During the war the educationalists were able 
to trek to Free China but not so theevangelists who, feeling that they must stick to 
their posts and guide their flocks, suffered very great hardships. In fact four men 
evangelists died as a direct result of war, one woman evangelist completely disappeare: . 
She too was probably murdered. The shortage of evangelists and the fewness of those 
in training is a matter of grave concern. 


poten ee A fev; weeks ego there was an important medical con- 
erence held in Nanking at which a Council of Christian work was organized. Three 
representatives to this will be from the China Medical Association (the National 
organization of medical personnel in China), and it is hoped that Dr. W. S. Flovwors 
of the British Red Cross will be Executive Secretary. In his report on this confer- 
ence Dr. Stuart Allen pointec out how urgont is the need of coctors, nurses and medi- 
cal technicians in many parts of China and how essential it is that mission hospitals 
and clinics should offer first class modical service only. There is no room for any 
grade less than the top and one of the aims of the Council will be to keep the highest 
possible standards for every form of missionary medical work, 


Dr. K. C. Wang, mecical staff member of the NCC, on behalf of this 
Council of Christian medical work, has opened an office in the China Medical Associa- 
tion Building, 41 Tze-ki-lu, Shanghai, and will be glad at all times to assist medical 
workers, especially those living up-country. Dr. Wang is organizing a St. Luke's 
Guild...an organization of Christian doctors in China. Though for the timo boing 
Dr. Wang is confining this to Shanghai, he plans to extend it throughout the country, 
and he hopes that some day China will have an annual Hospital Sunday held on the Sun- 
day closest to St. Luke's Day (October 18th). 


. The spiral climbing of prices continues and everybody is 


THE HIGH COST OF LIVING 
concerned at the appalling costs of food, clothing, furniture, anc general commodities. 


The June index figure for workers was 25,300 and for non-workers (i.e. clerks, 
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accountants, etc.) 19,700. This means that a worker in Jme '47 was paid 25,500 times 
more than he was paid in 1936 and since basic wagcs have been incroased the workers 


are, in gonoral, as well off as they were ten years ago. This is not true of the non- 
workers, nor is it truc of our ministors, clergy, toachors, anc professional people 
time. 


most of whom are having an extremely hard 

A daily paper now costs CNC $3000, which worked out at about seven 
pence per Copy. 

As the Government hes published a zonal area cost of living I will 
record the June figures: 


Zone 1 Shanghai, Peiping, Tientsin, Tsinan 100% 
. 4 Hankow, Canton, and perhaps Mukden 87% 
Kunming, Liuchow 71% 
" 4 Chungking 58% 

§ Kweichow 48% 


- Towards the end of the month there came the distressing news 
from Canton that the North and Vest rivers vere flooding and causing extensive de- 
struction. it is said to be the worst flood for thirty years. The Rev. C. W. Kiang, 
of Sheng Kung Hui, reported that in the Eastorn section of the delta nearly 20% of 
the houses in the villages have been completely destroyed. Considerable damage has 
been done in Samshui, Nam.oi, Shuntak, Timgiam, and Tsongshing. To méct immodiate 
needs CNRRA has handed over five humdred tons of rice to the Canton Christian Union 
of Churches. As no restrictive strings aro ticd to this gift anc since the Christian 
Union of Churches has been given the entire responsibility of distribution we feel 
rather proud. The Union has evidcntly a very splendid record to be trusted so impli- 
citly by CNRRA. Our deep sympathy gous out to our Cantonese friends who suffered so 
severely curing the war years and who must fevul that this further calamity is the 
crucl buffcting of fate. We hope the wnaffected churches inKwantung will rally to the 
aid of any who need assistance, and we would ask our readers to bear in mind this 


great calamity. 


GOOD NEWS FROM TAIYUAN. Yesterday the folloving letter came from the capital of 
Shansis “In the micst of wear anc general unrest the Holy Spirit is still working in 
the hearts of some of our people. A few of the keencr Bible stucants have expressed 
the desire to get dow to the 'original' as they call it, anc heve askec me to lead 

a class in Now Testament Greek. Though this means rubbing up my Grcek =-gain one is 

glad to sce such keenness for the Truth." 


I pass on this extract since I feel sure that aany will be heartened 
to learn that the stern oressure of events is in Taiyuan engendering this desire to 
know more of the Truth. 


LITERATURE. The "Hancbook for Youth" of which we spoke in last month's notes is 
now on sale at the Christian Literature Society, 128 Museum Rozd. The cost per copy 
is CNC $5,000, registered postage 51,000...four thousand dollars in all, if sent 


- through the post. It is a splencic little book and will be most helpful. 


Shanghai, July 11, 1947 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretery 
Chinen Cormittec 
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conference in Nanking on July 11, fron 4 to 9 p.m. Fifteon Chinese loaders net for 
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out that Christianity stané for freecon. The gospols are a mossoge proclaining froo- | 
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REPORT ON VISIT TO NANKING 
\ July 11 to 12, 1947 


In May, 1947, when the student movement was in full swing, Christian leaders 
began to be increasingly apprehensive about the internal situation in China. After 
o meeting in the Shanghci YMCA of friends interested in trying to help in the stu- 
dent troubles, three Christian leaders, Dr. Y. C. Tu, ir. K. Z. Loh, and Mr. Goorge 
Wu, offcred their services for mediction and their work wes much epprecicted. In 
the beginning of June, the military successes of the Communists in Manchuria showed 
that a crisis was approaching. After some discussion and correspondence in Shanghai 
and in Nanking, including a discussion by the Ad Intcrim Committee of the NCC, Messrs. 
S. C. Leung, K. Z. Loh, and George Wu went to Nanking and in company with Dr. Wu Yi- 
fang and Bishop Y. Y. Tsu, intervicwed severel Government leaders including Madame 
Chiang and Dr. Sun Fo. These Christian leaders in their intorvics, put forth four 
guestions - (1) How could tho Government answer the people's cry for peace; (2) How 
could the Government win the confidence of the people; (3) How could reform in the 
Government be achieved (4) How could the Christians give spiritual help in this time 
of national crisis. These interviews rovealed that conditions were really very scri- 
ous, and when Messrs. Loh anc Wu reported their nows to 2 meeting in Shanghci, it | 
was gonerally folt that the Christian leaders should take some positive action. 


August 7, 1947 


Two plans were suggested, viz. - to igsuc a stctcment, and to try to h-vo a moct- 
ing with Prosident Chiang. A statement was prepared. ‘There was consicerable agree- 
ment that the importance of the occasion demanded thet representative leaders of the 
Church be asked to sign this statement. As 2% consequenco, in secking to issue a 
Statement which would be acceptable to various pcints of vicws, thore was sone delay. 
Tae statement was a fair one, putting blanc both on the Kuomintang anc on the Con- 
munists. Howovor, it then bocane evident thet if an intervicw with President Chiang 
wos desired, it would be better not to preju’ice the sotting for the interviow by 
first issuing the statement. Hence the stateiont was withheld. (For purposes of 
recording the views of Christicn leaccrs at that time, a copy of the statement vas 


Just at the tine when errangenonts for holcing this interview wore boing made, 
the plicn for National Mobiligzaticn wes announced. Naturally this ncw Cevelopment 
created an awkward situation for the Christian leaders, as it misht secon disloyal to 
urge for peace just when virtuol war was being Ceclared on the Comumists. Much 
anxious discussion onsued. The cate for the interview was sot for July 12th. 


To prepare for this important interview, it was cecice’ to holc a2 pr 
discussion, anc three foreign friends also particivated. Dr. Y. G. Chun was Chairmen, 


The purpose of this conference was to consicer what were the chief objectives in the 
interviow, and to enceavor to reach a common mind on what should be saic. 


Dr. Tu presontec basic icens concerning freecon. He pointed 


fom, The Christian roligion progresses where freedom flourishes. Chine toccy espe- 
cially needs freedon from disease, from ignorance, fren suporstition, and from bad 
habits anc customs. The power of freccom is neoedec if China is to have reconstruction 
on a democratic basis. 


Mr. George Wu presanted basic ideas concerning morel regencration. Other points 


dn the discussicn were that freedon of Speoch anc freecon of assembly wore very 
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necessary. Communism is incompatible with Christianity. Our best approach is to 
point out that the best answer to Commmism is something better. Our sim is to show 
that the vresent effort of the Government - National Mobilisction - will foil; we 
wont more constructive reforms in the interest of the people. We wish to declaro 
that the peonle have lost confidence in the Govornment, because of its corruption 
and apparent lack of interest in tho welfare of the people. We come os Christians 
on behalf of the people to state our conviction that neace remains as the prime 
necessity 2nd thet the opportunity to achicve the much needed economic and political 
development will be lost if the Governnont's energies aro to be concentr-ted on nili- 


tary measures. 


. Madame Chiang had arranged that she would have a pre- 

interview with the group at 10 a.m. Eighteen Chinese Christian leaders met 
with her in the Bible Teachors Training School from 10 to 12:45. After the mombers 
of the group had been introduced to her, there was a short period of devotion. Then 
Dr. Y. C. Tu spoke, He bogan by stating that they had come as Christian individuals- 
not as representatives of any Christian orgenization- motivated by genuine Christian 
love for their nation, belicving that China was facing her groatest crisis. "Whatevor 
is right in the light of Christian faztn we are ready to serve as Christians always 
have done." Ho prosented the point that at the end of the war, the government which 
had led that struggle was held in the highest estoem; however, cat the present time, 
after two post-war years of disillusionment, the people have lost confidence in the 
government. Then he asserted that Christians always are out for pouces though as to 
communism we know there cre regions where it clashcs vith the fundamontal tenots of 
Christian faith, we fear any protracted war would demand from the people moro suffor . 
ings than they can bear. Moreover, success con only be cttained by winning back the 
confidence of the people, which ccn be done by paying more attention to minimum noeds 
for livelihood and personal security. "We appreciate the high intentions of combining 
the emergency measures of wor cffort vith the moasures for the protection of human 
freedom and richts and for the normal dovelonment of econcuke reconstruction and 
political democracy and moral regeneration, we can not refrain from questioning how 
the latter may not have to be sacrificed for the former as it has been always the case 
in times of war. In the present case, failure to achieve the latter would moan fail- 
ure for the former. We dread to think cnd imagine what dire and disastrous conse- 
quences such failure would bring to the nation for gencrations to come. We believe 
in the final analysis, the best veapon against communism is to establish an order — 
which acturily gives to the people bcttcr livelihood, more freedom, more equality 
than it professes to give. Such an order has always been tho dream of the Christian, 
and to it he will pledge his service." ) 


Then Mr. T. H. Sum, of Checloo University spoke. He said he had beon in « good 
position in the North to observc the attitude of the people. He felt that in spite 
of the defects in the present government, it romains the people's choice. The govern- 
ment has failed when it has not been true to its principles. However, when communism 
is true to its principles, then it is soncthing bad. 


Many of the criticism of the government are offore’ by woll-wishers, poople who 
detest the Commmists, but who co tant to seo an improvement in the Governnont. The 
present situation is truly critical as tho uorale of the troops is at a very low ebb. 
The people think the situation is hopeless, so the crisis is real. Yet sone still 
cling to the fcith that the government ccuse will prevail because (1) of foith in ite 
basic principles which (if carried out properly) are nore in line with the best in- 
terests of the people than commmist doctrines; (2) of faith that the Genorclissino is 
still the rallying point for most of the populace, There is « basis for hone if the 
Governnont will sincerely pay attention to (a) thoroughing refarm, (b) relicf of misery 
(c) protecticn of human rights. Mr. Sun declared strongly thet attention to these 
matters would restore the people's conficence in the government and be a direct 
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contribution to the task of the government. He also stated that President Chiang 
should step out of the leadershin of the Kuomintang, and become the leader of the 
whole people. There should be a frank facing of past mistakes; a sign should be given 
ef a fresh start. Botween the Goneralissimo and the people, especially the talented 
people, there is a deplorable gap. If the Generalissimo could secure the help of the 
talented liberals, they would help him to work against vested interests. It is impora- 


tive to do away with this gap. 


Mr. Sun concluded by cuoting lines about George Washington - The brave, the wise, 
the good, supreme in war, in council and in peace. Valiant without ambition, discrect 
without fear, confident without presumption. In disaster calm, in success modercte, in 
all himself. The hero, the patriot, the Christian, the father of nations, the friend 
of all mankind, who when he hed won all renounced all and sought in the bosom of his 
fomily and of nature, retirement and in the hope of religion, immortality. 


Mr. Sun soid these lines about Goorge Washington constitute our aspiration cbout 
President Chiang. 


Then Madame Chiang replied. She said she know about the hardships of the people, 


‘and so did the President. Her defense about the loss of confidence in the government 


4 


was that an inevitable reaction had to come cftcr the end of the war - during the war 
the people had been keyed up and a reaction was bound to come. In a government adminis 
tration, there shoulc be high officials, niddle officials, lower officials. China 
lacks well trained officials of the middle ond lower ranks, officials sometimes mis- 
Carry orders. The hope is in the next gencration, but if we look in our schools, we. 
find insufficient leaders there. She said that tho President wants peace, but she .. 
guoted Chamberlain's policy of apveasement as leating to the seconc worlc war. A doc- 
tor sometimes resorts to an operation in order to save life; similarly total mobili- 
gation is a necessary measure to shorten the war. Christians ought not to be just 
"goody-goody." Christ had no appessement with Sctan. Christians have a sense of 
Sponsibility and they shvulc use it properly to blame those on whom blane should be 
daid. The Communists have their total mobilization. The level of education needs to 
be raised. The govornuent should have opposing parties. Maccmo Chiang finished by 
seying thet her advice would be something the group would not like - the Christians 
Should give wiconditional support to the government. 


In the discussion that followec, ono or two pointed out the necessity of pro- 
tecting the rights of the people. In roply to Madame Chiang's closing challenge, Dr. 
Wu replied that a good system was lacking, there was a nood of good machinery of govern- 
ment. Madame Chiang felt thore shoulc be a "both way traffic." One or two of the 
group considered this statement to be wsatisfactory, as < prorequisite to the people 
helping the govornment was the granting of proper rights to the people. 


In refcrence to Mademe Chiang's illustration of a doctor resorting to an operation. 
the doubt in the minds of some of the group was as to whether this operation would bo 
successful. The group also consicered that Madame Chiang was wrong in asserting that 
the government reprosentec - came from - the people. The group fevl strongly there is 
a gap betwoen the government anc the people. The group feel that fighting by itsolf 
will not Solve the situation. It is necessary to pay more attention to the constructive 
pert of the mobilization program anc to grant more Cemocratic rights. The people have 
ability but have no chance to use their cbility as show in private enterpriac. 


After lunch the group had a ciscussion for an hour to consider what Madane 
Chiang had said, and to reconsider whet should be said to the President. The group 
felt that the interview with Modame had been conducted in a friendly, Christian atmos- 


phere. 


- 
¢ 
= 
>. 
+ = 
. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON, July 12th. The group went to the residence of the President and 
met from‘5 to 6:15. Their names had boen presented on a name list and they were 
asked to sit according to the order on the list. After an introduction, Mr. T. H. Sun 
who was the spokesman for tho group in the afternoon proscntcd much the same idoas as 
he had presented to. Madame Chiang in the morning, but he omitted the closing quotation 
about Gcorge Washington. The Presidont did not give a longthy roply. He stressod two 
points. He stated that China lacks chiefly - gooc people, and secondly she lacks gooc 
organization. As he felt that the Christion group had good pcopla anc good orgsni+ 
zation, he appesled strongly to thom not to stand cloof from the government. He criti 
cizec the Protestant group for not taking a clear stand as the Catholics have dono, 
they have come out in favor of the govornmont's mobilization plan. Ho cic not reply 
to the appeal that he should stcp out from the Kuomintang and become the leader of tho 
whole people. He concluded by saying that he would welcome ideas and suggestions from 


the group. | 


On return to the Bible Teachers Training School, the group hac a fincl hour for 
Ciscussion and eveluation. It was gomorally agreed that the Presicent head "left the 
door open" and that the group should try to think out certain ideas to bo sent to hin. 
One criticism wos made, namely that the Presidont (and Madame Chiang) seemed to uncor 
estincte the strength anc ability of the people to take part in a cemocratic form of 
government. 


Due to the increasing scriousness of the nationcl situation, the Christian 
leaders felt impelled to express their concern for the welfare of the Chines« people. 
Primarily therefore, the group sought an intervicw with Presicent Chiang to oxpross 
this concern by stressing the urgency of peace, 2m by stressing the necessity of the 
government paying more attention to improving the livelihood of the people. Rogarcing 
the interview with Macame Chiang, tho zroup felt there hac been a useful interchange 
of views in a friendly, Christian atmosphere. Regarcing the intorview with the Presi- 
dent, the group felt that he was now too ceeply committed to the National Mobilization 
Plan for him to change his views. As the Catholics have come out openly in support of 
the President and this P an, the Protestents cre in cifficult situation. The Presi- 
dent (and Madane Chiang) wish the Protostents to give all-out support to the prosent 
government and to the present plan; the group finc themselvos wuneble to agree to give 
such one-way, unconcitional support to the Kuomintang. 


However, as the President "left the door open," and as he expressed great appro- 
ciition of Christian work and workers the group will continue to see what can be done. 
Actually, one of the most positive and best results of this trip to Nanking was that 
after the group conference on tie Friday evening, everyone felt the coming together to 
think out the Christian viewpeint towards those problems and to seck a common mind and 
pinn, had been most worth vhile. 


Rovland M. Cross 


Secretary 
Chins Committee 
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THE CLRISTIAN FORWARD MOVEMENT 
NCC Bulletin, July, 1947 


BRIEF TENTATIVE OUTLINE 


I. PURPOSE 
"Ch'uen P'an Chi Tu Hwa" - "All for Christ" - "Making all of Life Christian" 


II, IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVE--To strengthen the inner life of Curistions and their evange- 


lizing outreach. 


1. The individual Christian 

2. The family 

5. The local church 

4. The synod, district or conference 

5. The community | 

6. The nation 

III. ENLISTMENT 

1. Of Christians in daily personal study of the Bible 

2. Of Christian families in daily family worship 

5. Of all Christians for regular attendance at Sunday worship end other church 
services 

4. Of each Christian to lead at least one other person to become a Christian this 
year 

5. Of each professod Christian in more consistent Christian living 

6. Of Christian laymen to assist and lend in the varied work of the local church. 


IV. ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES 


l. 
2. 


3. 
4. 


Retreats and training conferenccs for ministurs to strengthen direct evangelis: 

Short conferences for training of laymen in Christian living and the work of 
the Church. 

Systematic visitations to local churches and mujor centers by evangelistic tear 

Presentation of the call for wmited Christian cvangelism and the Forward love- 
ment at all ecclesiastical meetings of ministers gnd other Christian léaders 


V. SPECIAL CALENDAR FOR THE YEAR 


1. 


Church attendance rally--fall of 1947 
To reenlist all Church members and to welcome newcomers. This should be 
accompanied by systematic visitations by pastors and active laymen. 


A Christian census--fall of 1947 
Conducted in each parish to bring up to dete the record of all Christians 


in the community. This should be done cooporativoly where more than one 
church is concerned. 

Preaching missions end personal canvass during Lent (Feb. 11 to Mar. 28, 1946) 
to bring the largest possible numbcr of the wnchurched into the fellowship 
end the worship of the Church. 


The census and rally for church attendance help to prepare each indingdtel Chris- 
tian to take his part in the preaching missions during Lent 1948. 

Local churches and Communions will develop such special plans and natenbels for the 
own organizations as shall best equiv them for thet Christian evangclism for which there 
is such amazing oppertunity in China today. 


The Forward Movement proposed at the Biunnial Meeting of the NCC in December, 1946 
“was to be a movement--not meroly organized promoticn. During the intervening months 
there has actually been a forward movement among important sections of tho Christian 
Church in China though there has not been much organized promotion on a China-wid 


scale. Dr. Frederick Hug has recently become a secretary of the Forward Movement. 
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THE COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS 


(Formerly - United Christian Publishers) 


MINUTES of the Council Meeting of United Chri stian Publishers 


Dates November 6-8, 1947 
Places NCC Conference Room, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai | 
Present: Christian Literature Society - Miss Margaret Brown, 
Association Press - Mr. Y. T. Wu, Mr. S. C. Chang 
‘Religious Tract Society - Rev. F. G. Onley | 
Canadian Mission Press - Rev. John Kitchen - - 
Production Program - Dr. Francis P. Jones 
NCCRE -- Ghester S. Miao Christian Farmer - H. Y. Chang 
National Christian Council - Mr. George Wu 
Christian Youth - officially represented by Rev. John Kitchen | 
Guests - Mr. Stanley Dixon, Secretary of the Conference of | | 
British Missionary Societies, London | 
- Rev Z. K. Zia, Editor of Omnibook 
Secretaries: - Dr. Ralph Mortensen, Mr. indrew Ho 


November 6, Thursday: Morning Session: Q-12 a.m. | 


Morning Devotion was led by Mr. George Ju, who emphasized the importance of church 
unity. 


Mr. Y. T. Wu presided at the morning sessions, and Miss Margaret Brown at the 
afternoon sessions. 


Call, 

1. Agenda The suggested Daily Schedule was adopted as the Agenda of the Council 
meeting. 

Ronorts 


é. General Report The Coneral Report’ prepared jointly by Chairman Y. T. Wu and 
Vice-Chairman Miss Margerot 8rown was read and accepted by 
the Council with appreciation, (Appendix I) : 


inanc t The Financial Reports for 1946 and 1947 (up to October 31st 
as presented by the Treasurer wore recoived by the Council, 


It was decided to ask the firm Lowe Bingham £: Thomson to be the auditors 
of the CCP, to include auditing of the accounts for 1946 and 1947. 


Reports by the mombor socicties 


CMP - Rev. John Kitchen presented a printod roport on tho activities of tho 
Canadian Mission Press and its plans for the future. 

Christian Youth - Rev, Kitchon gavo a verbal roport on tho status of "Christian 
Youth". 

RTS = Rov. FF. G. Onley road his writtcn report on the rehabilitation plans of the 
Roligious Tract wsocicty, 

“Caristian Farmor - Dr. H, ¥. Chang prosonted the plan of the Christian Farmer in 

pamphlet form and called attontion to some of its important itoms. 

LPP = Dr. F. P. Jonos reported on tho plan for publishing Christian elassics; ome 

volumos’ havo already boon translated and oditead. 
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CLS - Tho Christian Litorature Socioty written roport was presented by Miss 
Margarct Brown, who touched on somo of its highlights. 
AP - Mr. Y. T. Wu gave a vorbal report supplomenting his briof conciso writton 


report 


4. NCCRE Momborship Approved On rocommondation of the Executive Committoo the 
application of tho NOCRE for mombership in tho 


Council of Christian Publishors w-s approved. 


Dr. Chestor Miao renorting for his organization, indicating the projects that tho 
NCCRE is now undertaking, 


Novombor 6, Thugaday: Aftornoon Sossion: 2-5 p.m. 
Dr. Chostor Miao lod in prayor. 


Draft Constitution The Draft Constitution was prescnted by tho Standing Committco 
for discussion. Some rccommondations wore presented for 


discussion by tho following mombors: 


a. Resolutions regarding the CLs and its ae to UCP - by Dr. T. Y. Hu, 
General Sccrotary, CLS 


b. Resolutions rogarding the RTS and its rclationship to - by Rov. F. G. Onloy, 
General Secretary, RTS 


5. Board of Tion-Fong and Omni book It was suggostod that the Ticn-Fong Weokly and 
Omnibook be publishdd undor a soparate board 


and that the <xccutive Committce take the neccessary steps, aftor considerable 
discussion. 


It was votod to authorizc the Exccutivo Committco to take tho noccssary 
steps, to organize a soparatc Board to undertake tho publication of Tiocn-Fong and 


Omni book. 


It was furthor decided to roquost the Exccutivo Committce to appoint tho 
members of the Board of Tion-Fong & Omnibook. 


6. Goneral Policy regarding publishing It was rosolvod that our organization 
adopt tho gonoral policy of not undortaking 


publication of books or periodicals, 


In the evening, all mombors proscnt at the Council mocting and thoir guests had a 
followship dinnor at Comluck Icstaurant. 


Novombor_7, Friday: Morning Sossion: 9-12 a.m. 
Tho morning dovotion was lod by Dr. H. Y. Chang, who strossed the importance of 


united effort in sproading the light of Christianity and its ovangolical firo and 
forvor. 


Mr. Goorgo Wu introduced Mr. Stanley Dixon, Sccrotary of the Conforonce of British 
Missionary Cocictics, London, our distinguished guost, who madc many valuablo con- 
tributions to the discussions throughout the Council mooting, 
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The Draft Constitution was discussed article by article and amended as follows: 


7. Name of the Council It was agreed to change the name of our organization 
from United Christian Publishers to "The Council of 


Christian Publishers". 


8. Coopted Members It was resolved to have six coopted members for the Council, 
to serve for a term of three years, two to be elected at 


each subsequent annual meeting. 


After the discussion, Dr. Mortensen was asked toshape the draft Constitution for 
final discussion and adoption incorporating the ideas which had been er 


« Nominating Committcc It was decided to ask the following to act as a 
Nominating Committees: Rov. John Kitchon (convener), 


Dr. H. Y. Chang, and Mr. Goorge Wu. 


November 7, Fridays Aftornoon Sossio Me 
informal Open Conference on Christian Litcraturo This session was sponsored by 


our. organization and was 
attondod by thirty poople from various Christian litorature organizations interestod 
in Christian literature and its publication and distribution. (see Appendix IT) 


After introductory romarks giving an historical sketch of the UCP, Miss 
- Margaret Brown asked Dr. Ralph Mortenson to report on the results of the. discussions 
regarding the draft Constitution of the proposod CCP. 


Several people montioncd the fact that there anpearcd to be duplication in tho 
scope of activitios of the Christian Publishors' Association and the Council of 
Christian Publishers. Aftcr a long lively discussion, the following statomont was 
agreed upon: "It is the sonse of this informal opon Confcrencoc on Christian 
Literature to rocommond that tho Exocutivo Committcos of the CPA and of tho CCP 
shall hold a joint mocting to oxplorc tho possibility of morging or coordinating 
the two organizations." 


Rov, Chin Yon-ching lcd in closing praycr. 


Novombor 8, Saturday: Morning Session: 9-12 a 


Mr. Stanloy Dixon lod the morning devotion undcorscorins the thought that man wast be 
good if he is to do good work for the benofit of mankind, 


Dr. Mortonsen presented the revised Draft Constitution of CCP to the Council for 
furthor discussion and rovision. tt was road, articlo by articlo and revisod, 


10. Chineso Name of tho CCP It was votcd to adopt the following Chinese namo for 
‘the Council of Christian Publishors: "Chi-tu- 


Chiao Chu-pan Hsich-hui", 


11. Adoption of Proposed Constitution of tho a The Proposed Constitution of 
CCP was unanimously adopted as 


finally rovisod by tho Council, (Appondix III) 


12. Prifiting of Constitution It was docidod ‘to print the Constitution of CCP 
as soon as possible and circularize it among the 


momber socioctics, 
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13. Names of Coonted mombors It was resolved to coopt Mr. Goorge Wu and Dr. Ralph 
Mortonsen 2s coopted mombers, tho other four 


mombers to be appointed by tho Exccutive Committoe, subjoct to tho approval by 
circular vote of the mombor organizations. 


14. Election of Officors and Exocutivo Committoo Mombors 


Upon the rocommondation of tho Nominating Committco the following officers 
and Exocutive Committee mombers woro oloctod: 
Chairman: Dr.. Chester Miao 
Vice-Chairman: Rov. F. G. Onloy 
Treasurcrs: Miss Margarct Brown 
Secretary: Dr. Ralph Mortonson, Mr. Androw Ho 
Exccutive Committcos 


Chester Miao G. Onley 
Margarcot Brown Ralph Mortcnson 
George Wu T. Y. Hu 

Y. T. Wu H, Y. Chang 


15. Momborship of Tion-Fong & Omnibook in tho CCP The Board of Tion-Fong. & 
Omnibook when organized, shall 


bocome a constitucnt mombor of tho CCP. 


16. Representation The following .llocation of representation was passed by tho 
Council, with the undorstanding that; 


1. magazino boards and non-publishing organizations shill bo ontitled to one 
representative ench. 


2. other organizations shali be ontitled to two or throe roprosontativos 
depending on volumc of thcir businoss, 


Christian Litornture Socicty 
Association Press 
Religious Tract Socicty 
Mission Press 
Christian Farmer 
Christian Youth 
NCCRE 
Litorzture Production Program 
Ticn-Feng & Omnibook 

Total 


It wis igrocd to nermit tho LPP to chinge its nme to tho Nanking Theological 
Sominary (Literature Departmont), if it so dosiros. 


November 8, Saturday: { ssion; 2- 


17. Coordinnted Program & Joint Distribution Tho Coordinatd Program and tho — 
Joint Distribution as recommonded 


y the Standing Committce of UCP wore accepted by the Council. (Appondices IV & 
V 
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18. Next Council Meeting It was voted to hold a general conference within six 
months with special emphasis on Coordinated Program and 
Joint Distribution, if possible at Hankow on the invitation of the Religious 


Tract Society. 


19. Chengtu UCP Bookroom It was decided to request the Canadian Mission Press to 
take back the Bookroom of the former UCP in Chengtu as 


from December 31, 1947. 


20. Dissolution of Chenstu Local Committee $$ In view of the situation it was agreed 
: to dissolve the Chengtu UCP Local 


Comnittec, 


21. First Exccutive Committee It was agreed to hold the first Executive Committee 
| meeting on Novombor 10, 1947 at 2:00 p.m. in the 


CLS Board Room. 


22. Budgot of Ti-r-For.e ~ Ommibook It was agreod to prepare a soparate budget for 
Tien-Fong and Omnibook. 


23. Stoeks of ii war docided [to instruct mmittee to 
erconge for the cuccx™ 2 oks of tho 


UCP, 


24. Financial £t-1-uen’, for 1936-47 Tho financial statomont of 1946 and 1947 (up 
to Octobor 31, 1947) as prosontod was 
approved, sus ,cct to audit by thc auditors. 


25. Budgot of CoP T. was voted to rpprcve and accont the Estimted Budget for the 
1¢ per'od November 1947 - October 1948, as a tontativo Budgot, 
subjoct revision uv the Exceutive Committec. 


26. Anpoal for Funds lt was agrood to royucst mombor organizations to prosont 
thoir neods to the CCP in torms of definite projocts undor- 


taken with doscription of resources availnablo, as soon as possible, so that by 
January the appoals can bo sont abroad. — 


27. Invitation to Rov. R. 0. Jolliff>o j§ It wns docidcod to wolcomo Rov. R. 0. Jolliffo 


to work for tho CCP, asking him to undortakeo 
a full survoy of 4 coordinated program of Christian Literature for China, 


2&. Distribution Sccrotary It was resolved to ask Rov. ifyron Torry of tho 
Prosbytcrian Mission and of tho CLS to serve as full- 


timo Distribution Socrotary of tho Council of Christian Publishors, 


29. Exocutive Sccrotary It was agrocd that wo approach the Amcrican Biblo Socicty 
and explore the possibilitics of socuring Dr, Ralph 


Mortenson as Zxocutive Sccretary. 


30. Relationship with CPA It was votod that Exccutivo Committcc be authorized to 
confor with the Christian Publishors Association with a 


viow to morging or coordiniting thoir orgnnizations, 


31. Teuth & Life Magagino and Omiibook Tho plan to combino tho Truth & Lifo 
Magazine with Omnibook, as suggested by tho 


Standing Committoo of UCP and Dr. T. C,. Chao in his lottor was approvod by the 
Council and refcrrod to tho Exccutive Committco for action, 
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The Christian Literature Socicty rnisod tho question of ro-issuing the magazino 
"Shining Light" for youth. The Council spprecinting its willingness to consult 
about the mattor, tgreod to lot tho CLS undortako tho magizine, if it found it > 
possible to do 80, 


Dr. T. ¥. Hu led the closing dovotions. 
The Council meoting wdjourned at 5:00 p.m. Novombor 8, 1947, at tho call of tho 
chair, 


Minute Sccretirics 
Ralph Mortconson 
Androw Ho 


PROPOSED* 
SONSTITUT 


of the 


COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN PUBLISH "RS 


Neme 
Tne name cf this organization shall be the Council of Curistian Prblishers. 


II. Purpose 


Tae purpose of this Cvuuncil shall be to promote cooperation among Curistian 
Literature organizationsand to coordinate their programs of programs of produc- 
tion and distribution, with a view to meeting the needs of the field ina more 


adequate nnd comprehensive way. 
IIIe Autonomy of Member Org nizations 


Members shill be free to enrry on their own progrnms of production snd 
distribution in hormony with policies muturlly “greed upon. 


IV. Mvumbership 


Any Curistinn org mizrtion eng-ged in the production or public’ tion of 
Caristirn liternture is cligible for membership in the Council of Christicn 
Publishers, on recommend tion of the "xecutive Conuittec. 


Ve. Represent-tion 


Ech mamber org miz-tion shrll be entitled to ons, two, or three ropresent”.- 
tives on the Council, the number to be detormined by the Council on recommend.- 
tion of the “xcecutive Cummittoc. 


VI. Officers 


Ths officers of the Council sh1ll be Choirmsn, Vice-chiirm:n, Secretnry 


and Trosurer, 
2. Tne officers of the Council shrll be elected ct the Annunl Mecting of 


the Council. 
VII. Functions of the Council | 


Tuo Council sh-ll: 

1. elect officers; 

2. dotermine genersl policy nd undert~ke joint projects; 

BS. ret on “pplic-tions for membership “nd dotorminc the numbcr of 
represont*tivos of masber org:niz tions; 


proposed by the orgwniz tionnl meoting of the Council of Curisti~n 
Publishers held in Saangh~i Novomber 8th 1947, “nd submittod to its constitucnt 


mombers for r-tifiction. 


© 


4. engage honorary and paid staff; 
Se be responsible for finnnce md slloction of funds; 
6. maintain contrct with Curistian org niz*tions in Chin~ abrord. 


VIII. Coopted Members 
le The Council shrill coopt six members from the genernl Christin 
community in Chinn to serve on the Council for ~ term of three yors. 
2e The specinrl function of the coopted members sh-ll be to dvise re- 
g .rding the -lloc::tion of funds contributed to the Council to 
represent the interests of the consumers of Caristi:n liter ture. 


IX. Exccutive Committcco 


| | le «at the Aunucl Mccting the Council sh-ll «ppoint "xecutive Comnittce 
to be responsible for the conduct of the goncr 1 businoss of the 
Council between Council meotings nd to implement its poligiscs. 

2e The Baccutive Comiittce shnll be composed of the officers of the 
Council meny monbers the Council may consider necessnry. 


X. Meosotings of the Council 
le The Cuuncil sh. ll mect rt lest ones a yeorr, 


2. The Annunl liscting sh-1l ordinsrily determine the timo “nd of 
the succecoding Mccting. 


XI. Quorun 


At Council Mostings the -uthorized reprosent-tives of of the 
member orgenis:tions sh~ll constitute quorum. 

2e At “Sxocutive Cumnittce mectings one-hrlf of the members shrll consti- 
tute quorum. 


XII. Dutics of Mombor Org-niz:tions 
Monber org*nizations sh ll: 


le cnrrry out projects mutuclly “greed upon; 

2e furnish Council He dqu rters vith .1 copy of liter ture progr’ns, 
minutes of mectings relov«nt to the work of tho Council, tnnu5l 
roports, “nd other information l n-tericl, md with copy of 
book, reprint, °nd periodic: 1 published; 

3. sond their ropresent: tives to the Council mootings ‘nd to the specicl 
conferences which it spousor. 


XIII. Ancondmonts to thc Constitution 


The Constitution bo -monded by two-thirds vote of tho monbers 
prescnt “t =n Annual Mocting of the Council, provided the his the 
endorserient of the “xccutive Committee and hrs been circul’rized ‘rong the 
members three nonths in -dv-nce of the innu-l Mesting. 


| 
¥ 
i 
rq 
| 
| 


: Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. China-21 
Far Eastern Joint Office 


THE NEW LITERATURE SET-UP IN CHINA | 


Important developments have recently taken place in the Christian Literature field 
in China. The following page reports the essential facts revealed in the earlier re- 
ports of the meetings of November and December, including | 

The organization of the COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS in succession to the | 

United Christian Publishers. | | 

The organization of an independent board to publish the Tien Feng Weekly and the 

Omni book. 
The decision of the Christian Publishers Association to make way for the 
Council of Christian Publishers. 


Mr. Y. T. Wu, former chairman of the United Christion Publishers writes fully on 
December 6, 1947 of these moves and of the background, together with information 
from which we quote: “ 


"Dr. Chester Miao was elected chairman of the C.C.P., Rev. F. G. Onley, vice- 
chairman, Miss Margaret H. Brown, treasurer and Dr. Ralph Mortensen, secretary. 
The NCCRE applied for membership in the UCP just at the time of the Annual Con- 
ference, which made it possible for us to clect Dr. Miao, the representative of | | 
the NCCRE chairman of the CCP... | | 

"We have extended an. invitation to Rev. Myron E. Terry,who will joint the staff 
of the CLS on his return to China, to become the Distribution Secretary of CCP. 
We have also asked Dr. R. 0. Jolliffe,who has already retired, to return to | 
Chine for a short period of service with the CCP. In addition we made a request 
to the Lutheran Mission to allocate Dr. Ralph Mortensen to the CCP as Executive | 
Secretary. (Note- Dr. Mortensen is at present serving the China Bible House as | on 
Agent of the American Bible Society). ee \j 

"A new set-up has already been carefully planned for the new management of the 
Christian Weekly and the Omnibookwr.to take effect from January 1, 1948...Mr. 
George Wu of the NCC was elected chairman, Dr. J. M. Tan, vice-chairman, 
Margaret Brown, treasurer, Andrew Ho and Ralph Mortensen, secretaries ex-officio, 
and myself (Y.T.Wu) | 

"You will note in the enclosed statement stipulations concern the amalgamation for 
the time being of the Omnibook and Truth and Life. This statement has already 
been accepted by the Life Fellowship, with several minor changes. (The Consti- 
tution of Tien Feng Society was enclosed but we shall await the approval by the 
Truth and Life Fellowship bofore mimeographing, R.M.C.). 

Mr. T. C. Chao and the Association Press have come to an agreement that the 
series of pamphiets (which Dr. Chao will sponsor) be published by the Association 
Press under his editorship...The titles are as follows: 


1. What is the Christian Faith? . 
2. How to Read the Bible 
3. Youth and the Church . - 
4. Christian Ethics and Life today . 
5. The Christian View of Vocation e 
6. Christianity and Commnism 
7, Christianity and Democracy 
8. Christian Philosophy of Life . ie 
9. Epoch-making Personalities of the | 
10. Christianity and Civilizati Yu Mu-ren" 


3 


N. Z. Zie (or ¥. T. Wu) 


Rowland M. Cross, Secretcry China Com. 1 


DEC 1 194] 


Word has just come from Chester Miao and Ralph Mortensen from China that 
the United Christian Publishers organization has now been superseded by the 
Council of Christian Publishers, A copy of the proposed constitution is enclosed. 


J The first postwar UCP meeting was held in Shanghai, November 5 - 8. It 
was called to re-study its policy in view of the yore situation and to 
re-evaluate its work in view of the opposition to Tien Feng Weekly. Every 
member organization was represented at the meeting, and in spite of a feeling 
of uncertainty the first and second days of the meetings, the group was able 
to unite on the constitution as proposed to the constituent members. They feel 
now that the constitution is a basis for’a wider grouping of publishers. 


First, it was suggested and quickly approved that the UCP should cease 
to function as a publishing organization and should become a Council of 
Christian Publishers, | 

Second, it was suggested and unanimously voted upon by the representatives 


that Tien Feng Weekly and Gmnibook (Quarterly) should be managed by a separate 
independent board which may become a member of CCP just as the Board of 


Christian Farmer or of Christian Youth Monthly. 


| A joint meeting of the Council of Christian Publishers and the Christian 
| Publishers Association was held to discuss the possibility of merging the two 
organizations; the result of this meeting was most gratifying, as it was 
decided that the cxcceutive committee of both groups should meot together and 
consider seriously what steps should be tcken, 


On November 27 the two executive committees mot in the China Bible House 
and the CPA decided to recommend to its member organizations that they join 
J CCP, noting that in case one of their momber organizations did not wish to join 

CCP, the CCP would offer them privileges of advertisement in the BOOKMAN and 
other publications, It is anticipated that thore will be regular meetings for 
the coordination of programs and for the improvement of distribution and 
circulation of publications, Article VIII gives opportunity for the consumers 
of Christian litorature to have .dcquate representation, 


The letters go on to say that since the CCP is at its embryonic stago and 
since the budget of both Tien Fong and Omnibook must be carricd for at least 
the first year of thoir independent lifc, it is hoped that the China Committe 
of FMC and the British CMS will give gonorous support noxt yoar,. Two meotings 
are sot for next yoar; one to bo held in Hankow for considering the question 
of a comprehensive program and tho other to be in Shanghai for formal adoption 
of tho constitution, 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. China-22 
Far Eastern Joint Office 
- =- GHINA COMMITTEE December 22, 1947 


Chinese Student Christian Moveneht 


(Communication from Kiang Wen-Han, Y.M.C.A. Student Secretary) 


; 131 Museum Road, Shanghai 
. October 28, 1947 


Dear Friend: 


Enclosed I am sending you a report of our recent National Y.M.C.A. Student 
Secretaries' Conference at Hangchow. It may help you to get an idea of how the 
Chinese Student Christian Movement stands now. I find the discussions quite reveal- 
ing to myself after an absence of two and a half years from China. I have only been 
back from America for two months and I certainly neod your guidance and prayers for 
the work in which we both are interested and concerned. 

Sincerely yours, 
(signed) § Kiang Wen-Han 


_ NATIONAL YMCA STUDENT SECRETARIES' CONFERENCE 


The National Employed Officers' Conference of the Y.M.C.A. was held at Yu 
Wang San, ea Taoist temple in Hangchow, from October 11 to 17, 1947. Since quite a 
number of the Y.M.C.A. student secretaries wire at that conference, the Strdent 
Division requested these secretaries to stay for a special consultation on student 
work, from October 18 to 21. Wie had about thirty-five people, representing fifteen 
different cities. Of these, I knew only’nbéut a dozen before I left China for 
America in January, 1945. It shows that there is an infiltration of new blood in 


the post-war years. 


In our busy program we had four main addresses. The first one was given by 
Dr. T. C. Chao, Dean of the Yenching School of Religion, on "The Religious Mission of 
the Student Secretary". He pointed out that religion is a living encounter with God 
and that the job of the student secretary is to help the students to accept the fact 
of incarnation. Bishop R. 0. Hall gave the second talk on "The Student Secretary 
end the Church." His main emphasis was that the Church is not simply an institution 
but the "Kingdom of Christ". Since "martyr" is the original meaning of "witness", 
he believed that the Christians in China should be prepared to sacrifice their lives 
for Christ. I had the opportunity to give the third talk on "The World Student 
Christian Movement" which helped to bring o. panorama of student life and thought 
throughout the world before the cyes of our much isolated colleagues. Y. T. Wu gave 
the fourth talk on "Tho 5.C.M. and the General Student Movement". It was a very help— 
ful analysis of the background of the general student movement.:in China and of the 
relationship of the S.C.M. to it. 


The first evening was devoted to local reports. An enumeration of the cities 
would show what a wide range of information we received from these first-hand re- 
ports: Mukden, Peiping, Tsinan, Tsingtao, Kaifeng, Lanchow, Chungking, Wuchang, 
Changsha, Nanchang, Nanking, Shanghai, Hangchow, Canton and Taipei (Formosa). Most 
of the delegates had to come to the conference by plane, and most of the places are 
critically affected by the civil war. In spite of the political and economic diffi- 
fulties, we learned that there cre unprecedented opportunities for Christian work 
among the students. We divided our discussions for the three days roughly as follows: 
Yor the first day, we concentrated our discussions on "Christian Evangelism and 
Service in Government Universities". More concretely we dealt with the multiple 
problems relating to the Student Christian Centers. On the second day, we exchanged 
our experiences in the tremendous "Student Relief Program" and shared our views re- 


| 
4 
P 
| 


garding its future policy. On the third day, we discussed the various problems con— 
cerning the Chinese S.C.M. The conference was closed with an impressive candle- . 


light service. 


Student Conditions From the reports of the different cities, we get the 
following outstanding impressions: (1) There is a universal poverty among students. 


, They do not get enough to eat. (2) Thoir revolt against hunger brought about their 
revolt against the civil war. They regard the civil war as the root of all the — 

trouble. (3) Most of the students took part in the general student movement this 
last spring for one purpose: peace and democracy. It seemed no longor a question of 
leftist or rightist ideologies. (4) The students possess a grect power in orgeniza- 
tion as evidenced by the widespread "Student-Aid Ccmpaigns" ("T'su Hsueh Yu Tung") 
which heve brought in tremendous sums of moncy. 


The Chinese §,.C.M. Owing to the eight years of war against Japan, the sense 
of a national S.C.M. has been greatly weakened. There was 2 great turn-over of 
student leadership. The distrupted communications made it almost impossible for any 
nation-wide student gatherings. Much was gained in the student relicr program and the 
work in siolated Government university centers. The students lacked a national link 
although the secretarial strength was quite noticeable. In those post-war years, the 
S.C.M. seems to be overrun by two different developments. The more active students 
have taken part in the general student movement to demand bread and peace. They may 
be recarded as political-minded, but to them there seemed to be no escape as the 
critical political situation has touched the physical needs of their lives. Then, a 
small but compact group of students have followed the lead of the Intervarsity Fellow— 
ship (I.V.F.), Nearly two years cgo, o group of such students was gathered in Chung- 
. king to form what was called the National Union of Christian Students. This is caus- 
ing a lot of confusion with out S.C.M. The I.V.F. tends to ignore the political 
realities and emphasizes the indoctrination of a2 few credal precepts. The lapse of a 
national student set-up of tho S.C.M. due to the long years of war with Japan in a 
way facilitates the summons of the I.V.F. 


t tion Some raised the question whethor there is ot present a 
Chinese Student Christian Movement. The consensus was that the war years had reduced 
the Chinese S.C.M. to a local movement with only a national hook-up of secretaries. 
In the face of political realitics, the S.C.M. has not put forth any clear-cut posi- 
tion or given any positive nationsl guidance. The torrential currents of the general 
student movement has somewhat swamped the S.C.M. Furthermore, the old student leaders 
of the S.C.M. have graduated and the reverse migration of the colleges to the coast 
has literally shaken the old foundations. There is no lack of vitality in the new 
student generation but the almost absolute lack of knorledge of the S.C.M. is not 
helping to exert any important Christicn influence in the universities. It was frank- 
ly confessed that even some of the student secretaries do not have a full understand— 
ing of the S.C.M. The task of S.C.M. education seems to be timely and important. 


koe go In regard to the I.V.F., the Chinese S.C.M. 
must stress the following: (1) Ours is a "Christian Movement of Students" and not 
a "Movement of Christian Students". Therefore, 211 our local units must be open to 
all students (including non-Christian students) who are sympathetic to our Christian 
purpose. The responsible officers, however, must be members of a local Christian 
Church. (2) The S.C.M. is inter—denominational but we are non-sectarian. In other 
words, we support the ecumenical clmrch. (3) The S.C.ii. is committed to "the whole 
Gospel to the whole student". We do not wish to draw an artificial line between the 
"Personal Gospel" and the "Social Gospel", nor do we wish to limit the fulness of the 
Bible by a few credal precepts. (4) The S.C.M. must be built on student initiative. 
any real vitality of the &.C.M. must come from the spontaneity of the students and 
not the indoctrination or domination of 2 few adult leaders. As regards political 
activities, the 5S.C.M. can only dwell in the realm of principles and rmst not get 
involved in a specific program. Members of the S.C.M. may take part in the general 
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student movement if their conscience so dictates, but they can do so only as indivi- 
duals and not in the name of the S.C.M. It seems to be wrong to be hostile or in- 
different to something which affects the welfare of all students and yet it is also 
not right to be blindly identified with it. Political activities do not free us 
from the common judgment under God. 


. What is Student Vork? Mine is a simple answer: "Student work is | 
Christian work emong students." Unless we have done our part in leading the students 
te "understand the Christian faith and live the Christian life", we have really fail- 
ed as student secretarics. During the last few years, we have been over—burdened 
with the student-relief program. Not a few of us have given the major portion of our 
time to meet the physical needs of our students. This student relief work has been 
in many ways a‘ clessing to us. For one thing, it hes helped us to gain a foothold in 
the Government universities. Ten or fifteen yearss ago, it would be unthinkable to 
have a Student Christian Center on the campus of a Government university. Now, they 
are well established in eight or nine outstanding Government universities. In view of 
the general lack of school life in the Chinese Government schools, our Centers will 
continue to make a contribution in a modest way. The official attitude of the authori- 
ties of the Government universities is religiously neutrel. But so far we have had 
the most cordial cooperation from them. In fact, most of our Centers are built on 
the land of the universitics with generous lease. So far we cnn see, there is practi- 
cally no open hostility toward Christianity in the Government universitics.* The 
general disillusionment and frustration tends to bring many stuaents to Christianity. 
Politics is the chief pre-occupetion of the Chinese stucents teday. Yet the increased 
pol*.tical pressure has caused many to turn to) the Christian reiigion. 


A.Christian Enlightennont Movenont We are on the eve of a great upheaval. 
It is generaily believed that thero must be some change in the China situation. "If 
there is no change, there will be no hope!" The student vorkers must launch oa : 
Christian Enlightenment Movement with the following slogan: "Kai Tsao Tzu Chi, Kai 
Ke Hsieh Shih" ("Reform myself and change the status quo"). This is a perennial 
challenge as the "self" needs to be constantly reborn and the "status quo" is always 
fraught with evil. The Christians cre to funétion as the leaven in the lump. Our 
job is to open the eyes of the students to tthe need of 1 spiritual revolution. One 
member reminiced us that the difficulty of this slogan is th:t it suggests the idea 
of "our" reforming of ourselves and "our" changing of the status quo. But humcnisnm is 
bankrupt from the Christian stand—point. Any real reform of self depends on the grace 
af God and any effective change of society is a manifestation of the power of His 
love. The Chinese students are realistic but not nihilistic. They are disappointed 
but they have not lost their hope. Our task as student secreteries is to help the 
students p:t their realism on a more profound besis and their hope on a firmer founda- 
tion. "For the grace of God has appeared to save all moni, and it schools us to re—- 
uounce irreligion and worldly passions and to live a life oi self-mastery, of inte- 
grity, and of godliness in this present world, awaiting the blessed hope of the appear- 
ance of the Glory of the great God and of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
up for us to redeon us from «11 iniquity and secure himself a clean people, with a 
zest for good deeds". (Titus, 2:11-14, Moffatt's ttcnslation.) 


November 15, 1947 


Dear Rowland: 
Wie returned to Shanghai on August 26th. I have been kept very busy ever 


_gince. The work in Government universities is progressing very well. We are still up 


ageinst the shortage of personnel. I wish you would do whet you can to urge thc 
Mission Boards to allocate some of their younger missionaries to work in this field. 
(Only 4, all Britishers are now at work in this student field. R.M.C.) A meeting of 


vhe N.C.C. Committee is tentatively set for December Ath. 
Kieng Wen—Han 
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China Committcoe 
Bulletin #23 
January 6, 1948 


XI. Transportation, 


Tunghsien is 14 miles from Peiping and the railway service is poor. We must also 
get out to the villages with our projects and transportation is a major problem, But 
friends have rallied to our rescue, Riverside Church donated US$1,200 for a Jeep 


and before we could get one given 
« How fitting that a Weapons Carrigr should be 


them by UNRRA for "red territo 


used for rural service, even though swords are not yct plowshares, nor spears pruning- 
f 


hooks? 
XII. New Acting General Secretary. 


When our Board of Directors could not see how they could refuse 
for help from its General Secretsry in connection with the China Pilot Project in 
rural reconstruction and international understanding, the Presbyterians again co- 


operated by giving us the services of Miss Margaret E. Barnes to take his place for a 
year, Miss Barnes is well known for her wide experience, gracious tact and deep 


knowledge of rural work, Mr. Hubbard will be allowed to return at least imes 
during his year with UNESCO and much may be gained by contacts and experience Ahus 
acquired, 


XIII. In Summary, there is fine cooperation on all sides in giving staff and funds, 
we are getting well organized and fairly well equipped, we are housed in ample quar- 
ters in Tunghsien, we are able to reach nearby villages, there is plonty to do and 
we feel a clear call from God to the service of the needy farmers and thoir wives 
and children and to His Church in this strategic part of the world, 


Hugh Hubbard 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. . China- 24 
Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE September 17, 1947 


A drama of great historical significance is being enacted in China since the 
beginning of this century. A quarter of the human race is struggling to achieve 
freedom, union, strength and democracy. The magnitude of this endeavor is accentuat- 
ed by the ever—accelerating tempo of modern life, the rapid development of scientific 
technology both in the arts of peace and weapons of war, by the cenfusion of modern 
political, social and economic ideologies, and by the global character of interna- 
tional relations. China is called upon to make a number of major revolutionary changes 
in a comparatively short span of time, which the western nations took centuries to 
achieve. Chaos and confusion are the necessary birth pains of a new nation. We know 


- the situation is critical, and is beset with serious dangers. And yet with the 


characteristic faith and hope of a Christian, we are in no sense in a state of panic J 
and despair. We believe a free, united, strong and democratic China will be achieved. @ 


America and the American people have been sympathetic with our struggle in the 
past, and have in many ways extended us a helping hand. Many of our young men and j 
women have gone over to the United States to learn what she has to teach us, in much , | 
larger numbers than to any other nation. In our stru: gle ahead, we trust the same 
spirit of sympathy and understanding will be maintained, even in a more effective and 


lesting way than beforc. | 


In spite of the confusion of political thought prevailing in the past few decades, 
the major movement in China is unmistakably towards democracy. Party politics, a new 
experiment in China, is bound to fall prey to undemocractic procedures cnd activities. 
When possessed with armed forces, it leads to the deplorable state of affairs as we 
find today. fihat makes it worse is that such party strifes should assume such in- 
tensity of antagonism and such an alarming character after such an exhaustive 
struggle against the common enemy of Japanese aggression. While the game of party 
politics must continue to be played, the value of personal leadership is still to be 
relied on, particularly at the present juncture. The Generalissimo is still recog- 
ae as the national leader; his leadership is still a determining factor in the life 


As Christians, we must stand for peace and peaceful solution of all problems. lie 
realize that mankind has not yet reached a stage when swords will be made into plough— 
shares and man will not learn war any more. In the present situation in Chine, while 
it appears that peaceful measures, desired by ali, have so far foiled, military 
measures, on the other hand, are not receiving popular support. Their success is 
being seriously questioned. Their failure will spell disaster. Even if they should 
succeed, that success alone can not solve our fundamental problem. 


As Christians, we believe in the fundamental and inalienable right and value of 
the individual. The primary task today is for the government to win back the con- 
fidence of the people. To achieve this, certain fundamental desires of the people, 
much of which came as a result of the war, must be met. In this connection we wish 
to point out that as a rule, the Chinese people are traditionally patient and long 
suffering and their desires are not extravagant. 


The following are our basic suggestions: 
a. Full participation of iiberal elements in the formulation and execution of 
national and local programs of reform. © 
b. Granting and protection of the fundamental rights of the people as citizens 
of a democracy, such as freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom from fear, 
not only by promulgation of law, but, more important still, by its faithful enforce- 
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ment. * 
c. Safeguarding the minimum livelihood of the people who have suffered so much 


through the ravages of the last war. 
d. Strengthening of the judicial system to put process of law above personal 


influences und judgments. 
We believe (a) is absolutely essential for the achievement of any programs of 


reform. 


Concrete measures designed to implement these basic needs, faithfully and 
strictly executed will win back the confidence of the people, will check the tide to~- 
wards communism, end will eventually defeat it more effectively than the use of armed 
force. 
As Christians, we feel we can and should play a significant part in the re- | 
construction of the nation at this particular juncture. Both our experience and our 
Christian emphasis lead us to fecl that we should endeavor to make our contribution 
along three main lines: 

@. Projects of relief within the scope of our facilities and personnel 

b. Fundamental training for democratic citizenship 

c. Moral regeneration 


The end of the second world war found the United States the leading power in the 
world. Her opportunities are great, her responsibilities are as greaS. Much is de- 
manded from her leadership, and much aid is oxpected from her for rehabilitation and 
reconstruction. What is taking place here in Chins is a counterpart of the larger 
conflict taking place in the world. Therefore, American policy towards China is 


part. and parcel of her world policy. ' Our con- 


victions, being Christian, not only apply to our own national problems, but also 
should apply to world problems. Basing upon these convictions, we would venture to 
suggest the following guiding principles for your consideration in regard to 
American policy towards China. 


Qa. We believe the community of nations must be composed of free, united, strong 
and democratic nations. Such is our hope and conviction. We believe the United 
States has the same hope and conviction. We hope that in the brond outline, 

American policy towards Chinn will be designed to heip China to achieve this end. 
Needless to say, such a policy mus n sustained one, not to be subjected to the 
vicissitudes of time. a 

b. Financial aid forms the backbone of American policy. Such aid is no doubt 
needed at the present time. In spite of the financial plight Chinn is in ot the pre- 
sent moment, we would not like to see such aid utilized for the prosecution of war, 
but for real reconstruction and rehabilitxtion, upon which the livelihood of the 
people depends. Furthermore, concrote measures should be adopted to enable such aid 
to be efficiently, faithfully and honestly executed, so that the people will receive 
the maximum amount of benefit for which the nid is intended. 

@. Through great sacrifice and suffering we are now finally freed from the 
pressure of Japanese aggression. It is for the good of America, for the good of the 
world and for China that Japanese militarism and wor potential should not be allowec 
to rise again. We are specially concerned with this issue, as France is concerned : 
with the Germcn issue. We would urge, therefore, that the American policy towards 
China and her policy towards Japan ore so geared together as to promote peace in the 
Fer East, om which the peace of the world depends. 


7 Sirned: 
David Au Samuel K. Ing Tsai Kwei (Miss) 
Chang Fu-liang K. Le Loh H. He Tsui 
Je S. Chuan Mamson Loh Y¥. C. Tu 
Princeton Hsu H, T. Su George K. T. Wu 


Frederick Hung Mrs. K. S. Wi. Sun 
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nearby villages and be ready for wider opportunities when they appear, 
h the generosity of the Church of the Brethren, we were given a 


Cows. Throug 
herd of 24 dairy cattle, Jersey anc Holstein cows, We regret that a necessary shuffle 


gave us inferior CNRRA cattle instead of the good cows from the Brethren, but we will 
keep the best and develop a dairy project, 


we also received 13 bicycles for country travel, 


From CNRRA Sprayers, 
two typewriters for the offices and a sewing machine, now in use by the Workshop 
making clothes over for the poor, 


Well. CNRRA also dug an artesian well on our farm, which will irrigate | 
100 acres, As every one knows, drought in the spring is o major agricultural problem 
in North China, Irrigation of some sort is the major cure and adds greatly to pro-= 
duction, Around this well has been organized a Cooperative of farmers, who will pay 
the cost of the electricity that has been run out from the city for its operation, by 
the county government, Funds have been loaned by the Farmer's Bank, All of this 
should afford a good demonstration of cooperation for increased production, 


These worthwhile contributions from UNRRA and CNRRA are in part rocognition of 
the outstanding picce of service to them by Jim Huntcr, loaned to thom as Chief Re- 
habilitation officer for this part of China during nearly two yoars, Jim's record 
made him the choice of the United States Relief Mission as chicf representative of 
our — in North China, controlling agricultural loans, for the next six 
months, 


IV. Health, 


» of the Methodist Mission, is in charge and we have had valu- 
able help also from t of that Mission and Miss Helen Disney of the 
American Board, The Methodists have probably dore the best piece of public health 
work in rural North China. They had a number of nurses, trained as midwives, carry- 
ing on in villages right through the war, supported by the villagers they serve, 

Miss Disney has organized Village Health Committees in this vicinity, At Paoting, 
the Congregationalists have loaned the premises of the former Mary Morrill School 


to the Provincial Medical College as a Midwifery School. 


V. Homes. 


We have invited - to head up this department, - Miss Ma is now with 
the extension work of the Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry, Formerly with the 
Methodists in North China, she has taken an M.A. from Cornell and has had two years as 
Extension Agent under the United States Department of Agriculture. Mrs, Mabel Hubbard 
is acting as head until Miss Ma's arrival and has been teaching in the Workshop and 
doing Homes work in this vicinity. 


VI. Rural Church, 


- Pastor K'ang Te-hsin, well-known leader in rural work under the London Mission 
churches in North China, is the head of this important department, His main respon- 


- gibilities this year have been in running a Workshop for Rural Preachers from Commun- 


ist areas, This Workshop here ot Tunghsien has completed its first term and is start- 
ing a second with 24 members and an additional 18 coming for six weeks from the 
Peiping Union Bible Training School for Women, For our fie})@ work we are taking some 
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4,000 refugees from a now living in temples around Tunghsien, A simple 
survey of the needs is now in progress and we have promise of left-over supplies 
from CNRRA,  Hand-in-hand with relief we plan health work, teaching, stories and 
games for the children and presentation of the Gospel in drama and talks, A fine 
— prevails among members of the Workshop and teachers from all the church groups 


the Union help in the inspiring leadership, 


VII, Literature, 


The Christian Farmer is the mouthpiece of the Union and is edited by Dr, H, Y, 
Cheng. However, Dr. Chang is invited to go to the United States and England next 
month under the auspices of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, In 
his absence a promising young graduate of Yenching University, lir. Chang Hsu~sheng, 
will act as head of this department, The present 
19.000 anc covers a surprisingly large proportion of China, Plans sre on foot to put 
out much needed rural literature of many kinds as soon as ve can finance them, The 
Hopei Synod of the Church of Christ (Presbyterian) are very generously furnishing the 
Christian Farmer with a home in Peiping. 


~ 


VIII, Audio-Visual Center. 


Our Union pioneered in Visunl Aids before the war, but the Japanese completely 
smashed this department, excepting for copies of over 100 filmstrips which we saved, 
We are now cooperating with the Presbyterians to organize a Peiping Audio-Visual 
Center, to supplement the work being done ot Nanking by Dr. Rinden and Dr, Swen, 
CNRRA have turned over to us 211 their equipment for making filmstrips ond movies, 
Mr. W. Burton Martin, of the Presbyterian Mission, will be the head and is a special- 
ist along these lines. The Presbyterians and College of Chinese Studies ore both 
offering good quarters, This project is another indication of the spirit of cooper- 
ation which is in the air. 


and 


USIS (United States Information Service) has lent us a good 
has plenty of films, with which we are putting on movies for the neighborhood, 
Health, agriculture, cooperatives are thus presented in attractive form to large 
crowds and a few cartoons and entertainment furnish the candy coating. 


IX, Buildings and Equipment. 


The North China American School is closed for the present and are kindly pere 
mitting our Union to use its buildings and equipment for class, office, residence 
and training purposes, The mission boards owning the NCAS are all in the NCCRSU, 


xX. Paoting Center, 


We are all proud of our Paoting Branch, which, in spite of diminished personnel 
and disturbed conditions, came out winner at o Fall Agricultural Exhibit, in which 
the Provincial Agricultural College, the County Agricultural Bureau and many others 
took part, Our Rural Service plot there took the overall prize, a' congratulatory 
banner from the Commander=in-chicf of North China, and the top-most first prize, on 
the excellence of our several varieties of corn, We are just taking on ao new cx- 
tension agent, to keep Paoting and Tunghsion in closer touch with each other, 
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NORTH CHINA CHRISTIAN RURAL SERVICE UNION 


Tunghsien, Peiping East 


CHRISTIAN RURAL SERVICE IN 1947 


Report to our Friends 


I, What is the NCCRSU? 


1. Religiously, it is Christian, heart and soul, It's 
primary field of work is in the hearts and minds of 

: people, to whom it brings that pearl of great price, 

' the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, 

: 26 Cc » it is a union enterprise of Christian 
churches and institutions pooling their resources 

in a great task, It skips the hurdles of ecclesi- 

astical organization and creedal statements to the 

urgent call of working together in a common purpose, 

: 3. Sociologically, it seeks to root the village church 
deeply in the heart of its rural environment by 

) applying the full Gospel to every need of the in- 

dividual and his society, It aims to make the 
village church a light and power that will attract 
the best of rural youth, 

4. Economically, it must grapple with the problems of 
poverty and its accemoaniments of disease and igno- 
rance so as to make possibie a fuller life and a 
seif-supportinz village church, 

; 56 Idesloricaily, it is the Christian answer to commu- 
crucial North china field, working with 
love, friendship and persuasion, instead of ruth- 

| less force and totalitarian regimentation, to bring 
; to the masses their rightful horitage of the abund- 
ans life as children of the Father of all mankind, 


! II, Organization and Staff. 


A glance at the margin of this sheet will give you the 

: names of our staff and Board of Directors. Note the sig- 
nificant pooling of personnel on the staff, = Hunter and 
Hudbards from the American Board, K'ang To-hsin from the 

| London Mission, Battin from the Methodists, Martin and 
Barnes from the Prosbytcrians and Wampler from the Brethren. 
We should also add the Hal Leipers, Presbyterians soon to 
get into rural work with us, 


III. Agriculture, 


| Jim Hunter, Head of this Department, is loaned to 
America to China Relief Mission until June 30th, to 

vise American loans to rural projects in North China, Mr, 
| Wang Hevan~i, formerly with us and recently with UNRRA, 
aoe he made a fine record, will be acting chief, fo. 
have made plans to bring our sceds and stocks and equip- 


' ment back to prime condition, to serve as wo can in the 
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CHRISTIAN MIDDLE SCHOOLS | 


Following are summary figures from the Sixth Annual Statistics (for 1946-47) of 
Christion Middle Schools, compiled by Dr. J. M. Tan of the China Christian Education- 
al Association, followed by comments from Dr. E. H. Cressy who compiled the five pre- 
ceding reports, bringing up to date information on work in this field. 


: 205 of 230 Middle Schoolsreport. 74,320 students (23,079 Senior; 
51,241 Junior) of M.S. grade and 27,266 below those grades. 39,574 of the M.S. 
students are in 112 schools in Kiengsu, Fukien and Kwangtung. 71 schools with 
31,241 students are in six cities (Shanghai, Foochow, Canton, Soochow, Nanking, 
Peiping. Thirty-six other cities with 93 schools enrol 30,896 students. 


: Co-educational schools (108) enrol 34,255 students: 42 boys' schools en- 
rol 18,401 and 80 girls' schools enrol 21,664 students. The percentagesin senior 
and junior middle schools are about identical. The number of co-educational schools 
has increased from 30 in 1932-33 to 108 1946-47, largely for economic reasons. 


Staff: 207 schools report 5,076 teachers (4,110 full-time, 966 part-time) ; 
3,417 men - 1,659 women of whom 2,729’are college graduates and 3,106 are Christians. 


: 182 schools report 14,089 out of 71,892 enrolled are chureh members. 
163 schools report 13,988 inguirers; total members and inquirers 28,077 or 3% of 
the enrolment. A gain of 2% over 1943-44. 149 schools report 38,776 students taking 
courses in religion or 52% of the total enrolment of 205 schools. 144 schools report 
3,006 baptisms or an average of 20.9 per school as compared with 21.2 in 1943-44, but 
4% of the enrolment as compared with 4.2% in 1943-44, reflecting the considerable ex- 


pansion in enrolment. ve 
Comment by Dr. Cressy | 


Evangelism: In 1946-47, there were 3,006 students baptized. This is the 
largest number up to the present. The pre-war figures are as follows: 1932-33 460, 
1933-34 1200, 1934-35 1200, 1935-36 2300, 1936-37 2400. Note furthor, that there 
were 13,988 students regularly enrolled in these schools as inquirers. This points 
to a great evangelistic opportunity. During recent years, there has boen criticism 
of the over~expansion of the student body of these schools, due to the finencial sit- 
uation. This has evidently been more than made up by the greater openess of students 
to the gospel. Note that 52% of all etudents are taking regular study courses in 


the Christian religion. 


Advance Program; The China Christian Educational Association was re-organized 
two months ago (October 1947) ot - representative national meeting with oan attendance 


of 150. Dr. J. M. Tan wns elected as General Secretary. Dr. Tan has had wide pre- 
vious experience as General Secretary of the Fukien Christian Educationcl Association | 
and as Dean of Fukien Christian University. He is an able worker and has tho 
Christian character of these schools very much at heart. The China Christian Educa— 
tional Association is part of the National Christian Council of China. Its budget is 
this year for the first time included in the budget of the N.C.C. 


It is expected that the Presbyterian Board will send Professor Stanton 
Lautenschlager to China in September 1948, for nine months of evangelistic work in 
Christian Middle Schools. During the first years of the war, Professor La. ienschleger 
went to 35 middle schools, spoke to 10,000 students, resulting in 600 baptisms and a 4 
large number of inquirers. We anticipate even greater results from this next year's 


campaign. 
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The C.C.E.A. has previously made use of visiting teams of three oxpericnced 
persons to go to one campus after another for throe days in each place for intensive 
evangelism and conferences. This has proved very successful and it is hoped to use 

\ this plen extensively during the next year or two. This will involve considerable 
expense. The supporting boards in the West may look forward with confidenee to a 
steady further enhancement of the Christian character of these Christian Middle 
Schools which are of the utmost importance to the church in China. 


A. 
| 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 
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Training and Scholarships 


Leadership training has stood in the forefront of the needs expressed in succes— 
sive conferences on rehabilitation and advance. In the present state of the Chris-— 
tian program in Chine it must be considered as holding a primary claim m personnel 


and resources. | 


The continuance and rehabilitetion of all available educational institutions, 
secondary, higher, theological cnd medical using both current and relicf funds, 
evidence the genuine desire to maintain and aument Christian leadership. In addition 
much attention has been given in the past year or two to inplementing progressively 
plans for supplementary training and refreshment, particularly those arising from 
field consultations and resolutions of the National Christian Council and cooperating 


bodies. 


First to be noted are extensive denominational training programs. A striking 
example, used simply for encouragement end illustration, is found in the Crusade for | 
Christ Scholarships of the Division of Foreign Missions of tho Methodist Board. Dr. | 
Diffendorfer's report as of December 19/47 gives names of 144 already selected for | 
special study in China (52) and the United States (92) of one or more years ct o | 
total expense of $251,225. Eleven of these have already completed their studies and ) 
have taken up their work in China. Included are adult church workers who are boing : 
given advanced training, ministers, doctors, nurses, teachers, administrators, rural 
workers, researchers, laborstory technicians, translators, social and evangelistic 
workers. This stimulating example should have muny parallels and successors in our 


advance program. 


C Second. In the United States "Tle Committee on Friendly helations among Foreign 

Students Plans, as a part of its program policy, to give special attention to those 

students coming out of Christian backgrounds, in order that leadership training may 

be given while resident in this country for more helpful service to the Christian | 
Church and its agencies in their home lands." | | 


Third. Certain field projects in China initiated by the N.C.C. and other co- 
operative organizations are being carried out with the financial assistance of Church 
World Service and local churches. Reports are in hand from three training institutes. 
In July regional gatherings in Hainan and Canton, considered training for all of life 
under such topics as Mass Education Methods, The Three Yorr Forward Movement, Rural | 
end City Churches, Stewardship, Religious Education in the Churches, Evangelisn, | 
Christianizing the Home, with sub-topics on Marriage, Health, Child-training, Feeding 
the Family and the Religious Life oi the Family. At Kuling in August one of the ten 
retreats for clurch workers sponsored by the N.C.C. brought together nearly 60 Chris— 
tiaw workers from Kiangsi ond hupeh, including Methodist, Anglicans, Lutherans, China 
Inland Mission and Y.M.C.A. Under the North China Christian Rural Service Union, 

Church World Service is making possible the conduct of a Rural Evangelist's Worshop, 

a continuing project. Similar worshops are to be carried on in the Kiangsu~Anhwei 
and en areas. This type of service of all the churches of the areas concerned is 
part of the tr g program of both The Committee on Home and Family Life and of the 
Christian Rural Service Union in the Rural Hebilitation program and should be expanded 
as rapidly a s resources permit as a part of tiie Forward Program of the years immed- 
iately ahead. 


Fourth. Denominational cand cooperative underwriting should be given to the 
leadership training program outlined ‘in the resolutions of the Biennial lieeting of 
the N.C.C. in December 1946, and approved in resolutions of the China Committee at 
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successive meetings of the China Committee in March and April of 1947. Bricfly those 
include: 


1). The revival, staffing and bdcking of The Student Dedication Movement, en- 
~ listing, relating to the churches and training for Christian service. 
2). The raising of standards of theological institutions, through standard en- 
trance requirements. 
3). The policy of concentration on a limited number of union theological semi- 
paries of college grade with post-graduate training at Yenching and Nanking. 
4). The relating of the curriculum of training to the forward movement of the 
church as it faces the task of evangelism in the life of China today. 
5). Acceptance of church responsibility for the placing of newly trained workers. 
6). Supervision, guidance and fellowship for the newly trained leaders. 
7). Periodic change of work to keep men and churches fresh and alert. 
8). Refresher courses and opportunity for furthor treining through interdcnomi- 
national retreats (like those reported above) and special courses in Bible schools 


and seminaries. 
9). Adequate maintenance to mect legitimate needs of Chinese Christian workers. 


10). Research in China to study conditions and report successful experiments in 
self-support. 

11). The establishment of systematic Giving Boards or Steward Councils for train- 
ing in principles and methods, including an annual observance of a "Self-Support \ork." 

12). The training of ley workers through cooperative attion by local and re- 
gional Christian Councils with provision for a special national secretary for the pro- 
motion of such treining. 

13). A report on the number and proportion of Christiens on tho staffs of 
Christian institutions and on religicus conditions in these institutions. 

14). The international exchange of Christicn workors by invitation, particularly 


j in East Asia. 


15). The increase in exchange professorships in Western institutions. 
16). The continued sending of missionary personnel, particularly those with 


special training for special tasks. 
17). Increased appropriations from mission boards for)the ponents training of 


nationals for the service of the church in the present crisis. 
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CHINA COMMITTEE 


I. Personnel and Maintenance 


_ (For information of 
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By 1953 the number of missionaries required in China will be 5,000. Of these 


60% or 3,000 will have to come from North America. 


At present (1948), however, 


North America is supporting but 2,500. There must thus be added another 100 for 


each year of the five-year program to bring the total up to 3,000. 
shows the cost of this program based on an estimated cost of $2,500 per individual.* 


Year Cahn Cost per Individual 
1949 2,600 @ $2,500 
1950 2,700 " " 
1951 2,800 " " 
1952 2,900 " " 
1953 3,000 " 


4 


Total cost for five-year period 


Amount 


$6,500,000 
6,750,000 
7,000,000 
7,250,000 


7 
$35,000,000 


The table below 


The average amount required peryear for five years is thus $7,000,000. 


II. Work on the Field 
= @ ere shows that the retio of this item is to item "I" as one to tro. 


S basis, the cost of this item would be one-half of 


$7,000,000 or $3,500,000. 


It seems wise, however, under present circumstances to raise the proportion some- 


what and to estimate $4,000,000 as the sum needed annually for the field work budget. 


III. Non-Recurring items (chiefly proverty) 


Dr. ©. F. Remer has estimated the value of American Protestant mission pro- 


perty as follows: 


- Since that time there has been relatively little new property bought. 


tear 


1900 
1914 
1950 - 


Amount 


5,000,000 
10,000,000 
40,860,000 


*In this connection it should be noted thmt the figure just given includes not 
merely the missionary's salary but also other items connected with his maintenance 
on the field. The amount stated is an over-all average based on considerable 


_ experience. 


eee March 19, 1948 
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Looking toward the future a reasonable forccast would be as follows: 


Building Program China Colleges § 7,000,000 
Non-Recurring Items Rural York Program 500, 000 
Repairs and New Building - all Boards 2,5 
Total 20,000, 000 


This would be $4,000,000 per annum for tae five-year program. 


IV. Summary 
item Yearly Five Years 
(average) 
Personnel and Maintenance $ 7,000,000 $ 35,000,000 
(3,000 @ $2,500) 
Work on the Field 4,000,000: 20,000,000 
Non-Recurring Items (Property) —43200,900 £0000 ,000 
Totals $15,000,000 5 75,000,000 


| This is a reasoneble program. In 1925 North America supported 5,000 mis- 

. sionaries and spent aporoximatcly ‘37,500,000. The goals here set are 3,000 

| . missionaries and an annual expenditure of $15,000,000. True, costs have more 

| than doubled since 1925, but so also has the national income. And more impor- 

| tant still, church membershin has increased by one-third, thus augmenting by 

™ that much the number of potential givers. The progrem proposed, therefore, 
though an advance over present standards, is thoroughly feasible. Indeed, the ’ 

question is not, "Is it too large a nrogram?" but rather, "Is it challenging 


enough?" 


Note: The following table may be found useful. Figures are for North American 
Societies only. The term "Appropriations" includes personnel, fiele work, 
and property items. 


Year j§§ Missionaries Appropriations 
1925 5,000 § 7,500,000 
1948 2,500 6,282,000 


1958 3,000 15,000,000 


The increases called for in China by the Five-Year Program are thus in round 
numbers: Missionaries, 500; Funds, $9,000,000. 


— Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
Chine Committee 
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Are we concerned lest our middle schools in China become increasingly "wei- 
chiao",.er non-Christian?. Are these middle schools less Christian in cheracter than 
they were before the war? In a sense, no doubt, the answer to this latter question 
must be, "yes". For these schools have had only a short period since the war to get 
back to their home grounds, to rehabilitate themselves and to start over again and 
rebuild their traditions. On the one hand, they have been pre-occupied with physi- 
cal reconstruction and financial needs, while on the other, they have received 
masses of new, non-Christian students. 


Observations from a recent trip upriver to the middle schools of the Wu-Han 
areas will be appropriate for this discussion. Perhaps the schools in that area are 
as fortunate as the schocls of any region in China as far as Christian character is 


concerned. The schools there all have their programs of discipline and religious 

activities. In fact, most of these schools are directly connected with the church 
in one way or another. The influence of the Shen Kung Hui is strong in that area, | : 
and that church seems to make an effort to keep church and school related to each 


other. 


7 


Each of the four S.K.H. middle schools in that section has a church related to : 

itself in an intimate way, and each has a pastor who serves as chaplain of the ' 
_ School. In the case of three of these schools, there is a church on the school : { 
. grounds, and the fourth plans soon to buy new grounds and then have church and school i 
right together. At least two other schools in. this section have churches on their 
grounds, while another has close connection with a church nearby, Yet even in this 
area, the leaders feol the need of a closer relationship between church and school. 


* 


The middle schools of Kiangsi, also in the central China area, seem to enjoy 
about the same comperatively good fortune that obtains in the schools of the Wu-—Han 
area. At Christmas time in 1946, the two schools in Nanchang received together as 
many as 190 new studonts into the Christian fellowship. One is not able to say at 
the moment just how woll these young people have been assimilated into the fellow~ 
ship which is the Church of Christ, but it was said not a great while ago that the 
faculty of at least one of these schools was 100% Christian, at least in numbers. | 


During the Christmas season just past, the large student church in Kiukiang 
received a total of 236 peoplo, mostly students, into the ranks of probationers, 
baptized, and full members. The church here is on the school grounds, and fortunate— | 
ly they have o strong pastor with a good deal of experience on a middle school | 
faculty. The schools at Nanchang also have their own pastor and the church there. is 


also on the grounds of one of the schools. 


But from other sections there come reports of a. different nature. A memoran- 
dum recently came to my desk bringing the following report: "One of the depressing 

s I find in Nanking is our neglect of the Christian middle schools. N 
for instance, there is a student 'y' in Nanking University Middle School but it is 
not an active group. I do not believe that the other Middle Schools are any better 

_in the way of organized student activities. The Nanking University Middle School has 

1,500 students but there is really nobody responsible for religious work. If it is 
true that an increasing number of the Christian middle school graduates are going in~ 
to Government universities, we must not continue to overlook the importance of the 
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Christian middle schools. The student 'Y' in the several Christian middle ede 
(in Soochow) have also been much neglected." 


The Burton Report of 1922 brought out the tremendous importance of the middle 


schools in the whole Christian enterprise in China. Where would our Protestant 


Christian movement in China be today, if we had not had these many middle schools 

scattered all over the land, turning out Christian leaders and workers by the 

thousands? Perhaps this is one of the main sources of strength for the Protestant 

work in China. At last the Roman Catholic Church is realizing the value of educa- 

ag institutions of the middle school level, and sd is now opening middle schools 
China, 


One school principal in the Wu-Han area spoke of the tremendous opportunity for 
bringing the Christian message to young people in and through the middle schools. 
A missionary in another area testifies to the fact that it was a mistcke for the 
mission to which she belongs to give up middle school work some years ago. Now, she 
says, in their work they have lost contact with all people under 40 years of agel 


But it would seem that something can be done about the matter. In the Wu-Han 
area at least, the school people are willing and ready to have church and school 
draw more closely together. The church is really the mother of all the vigorous 
institutions carrying on middle school work. Surely she does not wish to let these 
children of hers go adrift and leave their maternal moorings. She was originally 
the source and inspiration of all these schools, and she must make every effort to 
keep them connected with their original spiritual roots. Surely she wants to keep 
them planted and nourished in their original spiritual soil, and not permit them to 
become "cut flowers", as Prof. Trueblood would say, severed from their spiritual 
source. 


What, more precisely, can be done to help our middle schools maintain their 
Christian status? 


l. Visitation: Continued visitation of schools on the part of secretaries of the 
YMCA, the NCC, the NCCRE, the CCEA, of all types of chiarch leaders, to make sugges- 
tions, to give inspiration, to introduce literary helps, to help improve technique, 
and to bring the message and challenge of the Forward Movement. 


2. Prayer: Perhaps one of the best ways in which to get and keep the schools and 

their needs in our consciousness is to get their cause very definitely on our prayer 
list, and to remember them before the throne of God as integrally a part of our whole 
Christian movement in China. We are indeed members one of another, and each and all 
parts of the one great work. 


3. Greater Support for Middle Schools. Perhaps the best way of doing this is in 
the furnishing of more personnel for these schools. A very heartening report came 
from one of the outstanding heads of one of our leading missions in China, in which 
he said that his mission had determined to place two missionaries in every one of 
their middle schools in Chinal This is a strategic way in which to promote the 
Christian work in our secondary schools. And if a mission from the land of present 
great austerity can do a heroic thing like this, probably there is not a mission 
that could not do likewise. 


Ae ureaver © SAC *) Midd Schoc This would 
apply both to “teachers already in ~~ 55 and to those still in training. The 
former plan is being followed now by the CCEA and its related organizations, both 
through extended periods of visitation and through summer schools. Centrcl China 
University has an interesting plan to promote the training of Christian teachers 
while in college as students. Their plan is to prepare ALL future middle school 
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teachers for religious work in the schools where they are to be employed. They have “a - 
a five-year course, so that the teachers of all the various subjects in middle school " ; 
may not only prepare themselves in their chosen lines, but also have an extra year of ; ss 
€ training in Bible, religion and theology. We would do well to watch this experiment : 

and to extend its use, or something similar, if it turns out to be effective and 


prac ticable. 


5. Standards for Christian Schools. Perhaps we have been lax about this matter of 
determining standards for our middle schools. The church and school leaders, in 

joint session in the Wu-Han areu recently, took action asking their Commission on 

Education to draw up a set of standards. The CCEA is also interested in this matter, 

and will pay definite attention to it. If such standards could be set up, we could 

be guided in our school work and know more exactly just what we had to aim at in 

order to achieve Christian character in our schools. Then the schools could measure ¢ 


themselves and prepare to take action to lift themselves up to the standard. 


6. Closer Relat Betwee h and S - At the close of a period of school 
visitation in the Wu-Han area recently, 2 climatic meeting of school and church | 
ieaders was held, where action was taken looking toward the meeting of these united 
leaders once or twice 2 year, where in a face-to-face situation they may seriously 
consider the problems existing between these two institutions. Fear may be felt on 
the part of Christian leaders that our middle schools are losing touch with the 


Church and Christianity. 


These schools need our sympathy because of their many problems, cand especially 

now because of the need to restore their buildings and equipment and starting over 

agein in their work. Only some 10% to 27% of the students in the area just visited 
are Christian, but there is the encouraging fact that from 50% to 70% or more of the | é es 
steffs are Christian. In these schools we have an amazing opportunity, not merely to J ao 

S preach, but to demonstrate the Christian way of living. What one would suggest would . 
be that church and school draw together in « new intimacy, and through sympathy and 3 
understanding, work out together their mtual problems. These middle schools of ours 4 
; show a tremendous degree of vitality. Shall not then, we, - leaders both of church P| 
and school, - come together and make the most of these institutions, to the great 3 


end lasting benefit of both? 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


CHINA COMMITTER January 28, 1948 


To China Board Secretaries 


Dear Friends: 


Wie know how interested you are in the news from China and Dr. Lloyd &. 
Ruland of the Presbyterian Board, U.S.A., is sharing with us the following conficcn- 
tial letter sent by Dr. E. E. Walline to one of the missionaries in Peiping. 


THE CHINA COUNCIL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. 
519 THE MISSIONS BUILDING 
SHANGHAI (0) CHINA 
January 15, 1948 
Rev. w. C. Merwin 
Peiping 


Dear Wally: 


Events have moved swiftly in one area of the country since you wrote your 


‘letter of December 30 voicing your concern in regard to the present situation. The 


cold blooded murder of three missionaries northwest of hankow hes given poignancy and 
urgency to the question of preparation to meet the emergency created by the continuing 
communist advance. It is an old familiar but not inviting administrative problem 

that again confronts us. It takes us back to the days before the coxodus prior to 
Pearl Harbour when we faced 2 similar emergency. In all frankness it must be said: 
that most observers think that the danger to missionaries and especially Americans 

is greater than it was on account of the Japanese. 


A few days ago mission representctives in Shanghai were called to the Con- 
Sulate to receive advice that had been sent from the Embassy in Nanking. The advice 
was to the effect that Missions having members located in the area eust 6f Sian and 
north of the Yangtze should give consideration to the question of having “non-essen- 
tial" members moved to places from which it would be relatively easy to evecuate 
them in case of worsening conditions. lie judge from the way in which the advice was 
presented to us that no immediate omergency is envisaged, but the Embassy does not 
wish Americans to be caught flat-fotted in inland places in case there should be sub- 
stantial changes in the present situction. Pciping, Tientsin and Tsingtao were in- 
dicated as places to which Americans might go with the expectation that means could 
be prepared to move them in case of renl emergency. Tsinan apparently is not included 
in the places to which missionarics might go to await future developments. Apparent- 
ly the above views cre not given in an alarmist mood and are precautionary in nature, 
but those of us who are in charge of mission administration must keep on the alert 
for adverse devolopments and then proceed to move swiftly. 


The above sentences were part of a letter that I wrote to Dr. Stanley Smith 
and Dr. Lancaster who went especiclly to the Embassy in Nanking for first hand infor- 
mation. The above interpretation of the Consular advice was read to the Ambassador 
and he agreed that this substantially was the nature of the advice at present. How- 
ever, since then the tragic developments have taken place sbove Hankow. This should 
make us realize that conditions may change for the worse very rapidly, and wo must 


try to be prepared. 


One of the results of the conference with the Ambassador was that he ex- 
pressed ae desire to have a single person through whom he might transmit his advice 


Cc 


to tne mission administrators in this area. aA meeting ol sucn was calied in our 
Council office the day before yesterday. Seven Missions were represented. All of 
these have missionaries in the immediately affected nreas. I was asked to be the one 
through whom the Ambassador might communicate directly with these mission representa- 
tives and I have written a letter to the Ambassador to this effect. In view of this 


‘I hope to be in a good position to send on to you from time to time any special 
edvice that we may receive. Please keep this information to yourself since we do not 


wish unduly to stir up either the missionaries or our Chinese Christian brethren. 
Any information that I shall be sending to you as coming from the Ambassador we wish 
to be treated as confidential unless we indicate differently. We all realize, I 
think, that there will be no gain in getting people unduly wrought up prematurely. 


I am asking Dr. Stanley Smith to come to Shanghai within «- few days to 
eonsult as to plans for our North Anhwei missionaries. We were on the point of send- 
ing Dr. and Mrs. Howard Moffet to Hwaiyuean. Probably now we shall send them to 
Nanking and may deem it wise to take up the question of whether mothers with small 
children should not leave Hwaiyuan. We heve several missionaries in North Anhwei who. 
might easily be isolated by a break in the rzilrocd and we have to consider whet 


advice to give them. 


Doubtless you have received advice from the Consulate similar to that re- 
ferred to above. In view of this you are no doubt giving scrious consideration to 
the question of urging some ct least of the Paoting group to come to Peiping for the 
time being. We certainly hope you will soon be able to arrange for Mrs. Cochran and 
the children to come to Peiping. You will heve to consider the question of whether 
there should be a complete evacuation of our Pzoting missionaries on the basis of 


future Consular and other advices. 


In referring to those whom you would like to have moved to Peiping you will 
be a wise man if you do not use the Consular expression of "non-cssentizls"! We 
have already heard repercussions from the use of this phrase «s we did back in 1940 
and 1941 when the same phrase was used. You will be able to devise another which will 


be more palatable to our missionaries. 


In your letter of December you raise the question whether any more language 
students should be sent to Peiping in case conditions continue to deteriorate. 
Another factor enters into that situation about which I shall wish.to consult you. 

In response to my letter to Henry Fenn confirming the fact that the Presbyterian 
Board was sending 2 group of eight people to Chin: for the second semester of the 
language school, he stated that the institution was hard pressed for spzce and he 
Sincerely hoped that our new missionarics could be accommodated at the compounds. The 
missionaries are the following: Mr. and Mrs. F. Sauer and tio children, 5 and 4 years 
of age. Rev. and irs. C. E. Blanford, Rev. and Mrs. J. L. Judd and one child, one 
year old. Mr. and Mrs. C. i. Harken and three children, 5, 3 and 1 year old. Is it 
going to be possible for the school and our mission compound to crowd in so many more 
people, especially in view of the fact that the members of the Paoting station may _ 
also be coming there? If accommodations care practicclly impossible to arrange perhaps 
some of these new missionaries will have to proceed to their ultimate mission arecs 
which happen to be south of the Yangtze. However I believe the Board would deplore 
depriving these missionaries of the lenguage school so I hope that they can be accom- 
modated in Peiping. This group will be sailing the day efter tomorro., uccording to 
the advice we have received. 

- There will be more to write you later but I wished to get this letter off to 


you as quickly as possible. Sincerely, | 
(Signed) E. E. \Wiclline 


Rowland M. Cross, Secretary 
Chins Committee 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, Naw York 10, N.Y. China-30 
Far Eastern Joint Office ; 
__CHINA COMMITTEE _ __July 22, 1948 
OVERSEAS NEWSLETTER, JULY 1948 
as From 
- Victor E. W. Hayward 
Dear Friends: 


This letter is intended to supply some comments and items of news, supplement- 
ary to the material given in our "N.C.C. News," of which we have this year already 
issued an additional July number. This is, of course, a personal letter, end in no 
Sense an official document. 


1) Present citvation in China. Inflation comtinues steadily for the most part, 
but occasionally in panicky leaps and bounds, as just recently. The cost of living 
has almost doubled within the last two weeks. an ordincry foreign meal in a Shanghai 
restaurant now costs about CNY 1 million, and the cheapest bus fare is $60,000; in 
terms of foreign exchange, however, these figures are very low. The official rate 
including special premium now given by the banks is about CN§ 3,670,000 to one dollar 
gold — the black market rate is almost (6 million. Yet how about the price of soft 
coal, elready quoted at $140 million per ton! No one has any confidence in the 


fe nomic crash. This is by far the most serious element in the national situation. 

4 Freedom of speech demonstrated in the National Assembly meetings in May was a promis- 
ing sign, even though one wishes that more creative ideas might have emerged. The 
election of Marshal Li Tsung-jen as Vice-President, in spite of Kuomintang opposition, 
was another hopeful sign, and was obviously welcomed as such in many quarters of China 
n, however, nothing has appeared on the political horizon to rally despairing 
=. longings for a real alternative to the threatened chaos. The snubs administered by 

‘ President Chiang to Marshal Li have indicated how difficult even the former finds it 
to be truly democratic, in spite of his sincere desire to abide by the new constitutior 
: We seem to be confronted with the tragedy of 2 lost opportunity. The military situa— 
tion has been gravely deteriorating, and it is doubtful whether the mich publicized 
recent victory in Honan makes much ultimate difference to the downhill slide. Since 

| the government has not permitted independent reporting, it was for some days difficult 
| to assess what actually happened in Honan; it now seems assured that there was a real 

: Government victory, but it is‘ also equally obvious that the communists retain their 
vigour of attack on many other fronts. Taiyuan and Tsinan are both just now severely 
threatened. The picture is indeed black. It should be noted, however, that the 
communists have yet to prove themselves capable of holding and administering any town 
of considerable size. One would be foolish to predict a date for the ultimate 
collapse that seems increasingly inevitable, and the miraculous might yet happen; 

what is certain is that collapse, if it comes, will mean chaos. Yet the very fact of 
chaos, in spite of its enormous and manifold handicaps, may make it possible for more 
Christian work to be carried on for at least a considerable time than would be likely 


to be permitted under a stable comminist regime. 


; 2) Student demonstrations. In recent months, the student demonstrations which have 
become so familiar a feature of Chinese political life during the past thirty years 
have once again spread like an epidemic. They may bo regarded with greater scrious— 
ness than they deserve; on the other hand, it is more likely that they may be dis 
missod with a slightly contemptuous smile, but with no adequate appreciation of their 
sign se. They are undoubtedly a political factor in the nation's struggle, and 
they betoken an attitude of grave importance. Earlier demonstrations this year took 
the occasion of the Kowloon incident for anti-British propaganda; more extensive and 
more recent demonstrations have been against American policy in Japan. It is true 
that there has been genuine concern as to the danger of Japanese resurgence, but it is 


ability of the Government to stop the inflationary process, or to avert the final cco 
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| probably truer to interpret the motive of the hidden organizers behind both types | : 
Ga of demonstration as really anti-Chinese Government. This does not mean that ' 


majority of the students who took part necessarily had such ao motive, but that most 

students did not consider or care how their appeals to "patriotic" feeling might 

’ @ctually embarrass the Government, Whether or not all such demonstrations have 
actually been instigated by communists, there is little doubt but that the latter are 
quick to seize the opportunities offered even of agitations which they have not set 
on foot. There is moreover o very deep anti-Government feeling among an immense 
number of students, who are extremely conscious of the actual political shortcomings 
of the present administration, while tending to view the communist regime in an ideal- 
istic way which is as dangerous as it is naivé. Thus many who are not intentionally 
pro-communist become involved in activities which decidedly help the communist cause. 
Students are, moreover, gaining euch a ono-sided conception of freedom and of demo- 
cracy as to unfit them to play their part in ao truly democratic state. Against such 
& background as this, the responsibilities and opportunities of our Christian schools 
and colleges, and of our Student Centres in Government Universities, are immecsurably 


great. 


3) General Morale.¥From the foregoing it will readily be concluded that national 
morale is at a low ebb. The brenkdown of Confusian ethics, and the continuing in- 
fluence of the usual war-time immorality core further contributing factors. The most 
serious element in Chinese life today is the general feeling of hopelessness, which 
cannot but influence even many Christian communities, though they have the real 
answer, if only they will grasp and proclaim it - that of faith in the Lord of History | 
and Saviour of men. There is a2 unique opportunity for the preaching of the Gospel | 
by those who can proclaim it intelligently, in all its relevance to the desperate : 
need of the modern world in general, as well as to China's needs in particular. The 
position of the Christian administrator is one of peculiar difficulty today. His 
foremost and daily problem is that of coping with incessantly rising costs - fighting 
} an ever—losing battle. But there is a further constant tension. Compelled by con- 
viction to take an independent stand, based upon his Christian faith and outlook, he 
fe is g ed out for attack by the Left as being more of an obstacle than the decadent 
_ die » While at the same time he is also subjected to a pressure from the Right 
: which becomes almost intolerable. He often inevitably "fails", as illustrated by the 
recent resignation of President Y. C. Tu of St. John's University. Those whose 
_ Christian vocation lays upon them at this time burdens of special political and social 
+ esponsibility, which they have to bear without the support of a Christian political 

party, stand in especial need of Christian fellowship and constant prayer. Unless 
- they know themselves to be so ypheld, it is difficult for even their morale not to be 
affected by the loneliness and «apparent ineffectualness of their two-sided struggle, 


4 pressing questions in our minds is,What are likely to be the future possibili- | 
Ss ties of work in communist controlled territories? We have not sufficient evidonce as 

yet upon which to build our answer. A multitude of reports have been received from 

the areas now in the hands of the communists, and these for the most part, though not 
entirely uniformly, suggest that there is no future for organized Christianity under 
the communist regime in China. On the other hand, we still wait for evidence of what 

policy the communists will adopt if and when securely occupying larger cities. This 
is an underteking very different from that of administering rural areas, and there is 
every reason to believe that its difficulties would be met in a pragmatic wey. It is 
perhaps more likely than not thet in the earlier stages missionaries might be permit- 
ted to remain. Ultimately, however, it is for more likely that only those rendcring 
technical assistance or welfare services would be tolerated, if these, and then only 
upon conditions. We must wait for evidence. Meanwhile it is surely our task to carry 
on what we can, so long as we can, and for thoge who feel a call to it to prepare to 
make the great experiment. It will be a tragedy if all Christian forces are withdrawn 
from communist areas. Yet the risk of remaining will be grect indeed; tortureand loss 
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of life may be the result; being cut off from all outside sources of support is to be 
anticipated. Some missionaries say that they are determined to remain at all costs; 
others intend to stay, but leave final decision until thoy better gauge the possibili- 
ties. Others have family responsibilities which forbid their remaining; others, again : 
would like to stay, but realize that they do not possess such qualifications as would 
enable them to render a contribution that communist authorities could recognize. De- 
cisions can rightly be made only on the basis of individually received Divine guidance. 
The proposal has been made that specially suitable teams should be organized for work 
in communist areas, such as the Friends Servicc Unit has been doing. There is much to 
be said for such a plan, especially if experienced missionaries can be included. 
Obviously it must be on a voluntary basis. The N.C.C. will be glad to render what- 
ever required support and assistance proves to be possible - if any - in carrying out 
projects of this nature. Meanwhile re-allocations of evacuated missionary personnel 
are being successfully made by the Churches or Mission Boards concerned. Chinese 
Christian personnel have sometimes been similarly re-allocated and sometimes not. The 
N.C.C. and its allied organizations are eeger to help in these matters, when needed. 


< 
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5 Audio — Visual Aids Programme. A very successful Audio-Visual Aids W 
was held last month, under Dr. Arthur Rinden's leadership, at the Nanking Bible 
Teachers’ Training School. Representatives came from many different parts of China to 
take this practical course in the actual use of A.V. Aids. Although new programmes 
which we expect to be inaugurated by our recently set up Committee on Mass Communica~ 
tion cannot be drawn up or implemented before autumn, steady advance is continuing in 
this field, and a start has now been made on producing recordings of Chinese evangelisc 
tic msic. It has been arranged to move our NCC Office of A.V. A ids to Nanking Theo- 
logical Seminary, where wo hope it will be of great mutual benefit for the Seminary to 
have such close contact with the work of this department, and for our Office to have 
the participation of Seminary faculty and students in planning and producing A.V. 
matorials. We trust that co-operation with the University of Nanking will continue, 
although in new ways, and feel much appreciation for tho willingness to co-operate 
shown by both of these institutions. We wish that we could report similcr progress 
as regards Christian Broadcasting. There has in fact been some encouraging progress 
at a few local stations, but we have not yet begun to enter this field on a national 
scale. We trust that an adequate start will be made after the Committee on Mass Com- 
munication meets in September. 


—— 


6) The Forward Movement. In cooperation with Nanking Theological Seminary, a 
Forward Movement Leaders' Conference was held in Nanking from June 23 - July 7. 
Although we had originally hoped that there would be a larger number of delegates at 
this Conference, those who succeeded in attending were indeed representative of oa 
nation-wide Movement, coming from cities as far apart as Peiping,and Foochow, Hang- 
chow and Kweiyang, ten or eleven provinces in all being represented. A very compre- 
hensive study was made of the whole programme of church advance, and we were fortunate 
in having such a large number of experts in various fields to give lectures and lead 
discussions. The Conference gathered momentum, as was hoped, and it was a matter of 
great joy and encouragement that during the concluding days a united decision was made 
to follow on the lead given by repeated references by many different delegates to our 
Lord's command in Acts 1:8, and to make Christian Witness the central theme and task 
of the Forward Movement from now onwards. This will allow for a continued maximum of 
freedom in planning by the Churches themselves, while giving us spiritual unity throug 
a central, concrete objective, which is comprehensive enough to take up into itself 
most of our Forward Movement programmes, and is of especial relevance -to present need: 
in China. A simple Chinese slogan adopted, which intentionally avoided use of either 
singular or plural, since both individucl and corporate witness is intended, may be 
translated: "0 Lord, bestow power to witness for Thee." Following this Conference 
of picked Forward Movement leaders, there are several regional conferences being held 
this month and next, all of which have the Forward Movement as their central theme; 
according to estimates sent in, well over a thousand church leaders will be praying, 
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conferring, and planning together for future promotion of the Movement. Will you 


join us in praying thet the flame kindled at Nanking may become a spreading fire of 
Christian witness in China? 


7) Council of Christian Higher Education. We have recently been delighted to 
welcome back on a short visit to China Dr. Earl H. Cressy, who is now Professor of 
Chinese Studies at Hartford Theological Seminary. Dr. Cressy has been stressing the 
importance of the provision of opportunities for research with a view to achieving 
closer integration between Christian thinking and Chinese culture. Although he has 
now resigned from his work as Executive Secretary of the Council of Christian Higher 
Education, Dr. Cressy will continue to serve as 2 cooperating secretary in America of 
the C.C.E.A. The Council of Christian Higher Education held a very important con- 
ference on May 21-22, when it was voted to change the name of the Council to read as 
foliows: "The Council of Christian Higher Education Affiliated with the C.C.E.A." 
this means « closer official relationship in the future between the two bodies, the 
Council serving as one of the Committees of the C.C.E.A. It was voted "that we re- 
gard the Council of Christian Higher Education as a cooperating body within the CCEA 
as far as Christian Educational work is concerned; but that the Council of Christian 
Higher Education is to act independently in dealings with the UBCCC and that it moy 
take independent action in dealing with other secular organizations." Dr. J. M. Tan 
has been invited to serve concurrently as Acting Executive Secretary of the Council 


of Christian “igher Education, and the C.C.g.A. requested to allow him to give approx’ 


mately half of his time for this purpose, another secretary for secondary education 
to be found in his place. It is planned to hold a Study Conference on "The Relevance 
of Christian Higher Education to the present Situation in China" at Taiwan from 
July 30 to August 5. About thirty persons have been invited to attend, including 13 
college presidents, 5 specially selected faculty members, and 8 Church leaders. This 
will be a very important meeting. 


8) Council of Christian Publishers. The final report of the United Christian 
Publishers has just been printed. It has been very encouraging to see how the new 
Council of Christian Publishers has gained widespread support. Plans are now proceed- 
ing for the establishment of united distributing agencies in various major cities, an 
for the publishing of uniform price-lists by the various cooperating publishers. A 
special grant has been made to the Shanghai Christian Writers' Fellowship to hold a 
conference in Kuling. Much thought and discussion have gone into the recent reorgani- 
zation d@"Tien Feng." It has been felt that in spite of a carefully worked out 
editorial policy, the paper has in fact remained too radical in its general trend to 
fulfili the function for which it is designed. It is hoped to maintain the stimlat- 
ing quality of the Weekly, while keeping to a more middle path. Mr. George Wu, as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, has been taking much responsibility in the present 
endeavor to put the Ticn Feng She on a basis more generally satisfactory. Mr. 

Andrew Ho has been appointed Acting Editor of "Tien Feng", while Dr. J. M. Tan con- 
tinues to edit the "Omnibock." | 


9) Student Evengclism in Government Universities. The special importance of this 
department of our work in these critical days has been sufficiently indicated in the 
earlier paragraphs of this letter. Our wonderful opportunities still remain, al- 
though it is perhaps not quite as casy now to catch the student ear. The Inter- 
Varsity Christicn Fellowship has been making great progress in many of the Government 
Universities this year, and is presenting 2 very serious challenge to the Student 
Christian Movement. Unfortunately even when both sides endeavour to avoid conflict, 
which by no means always happens, it is still difficult to avoid a tension which al- 
most inevitably creates mitual opposition. The basis of the I1.V.F. is a fellowship 
of committed Christians holding a dogmatic and conservative faith; that the of S.C.M. 
is a wider fellowship of any who are willing to study the Christian faith and learn 
the Christian way of life. Ideally, two movements with two such different bases 
might be genuinely complementary one to the other. In fact, the rock upon which 


| 
| 


\ 
| 
+ 
es 
amy 
"> 
wer 
4 
* 
| 
~ . > 
rate 
a 


Overseas Newsletter, July 1948 -5- 


attempts to cooperate founder is that of fund smentalist dogmatism. Tho S.C.M., al- 
though at the top level for long desiring to have closer co-operation with the 
Churches, is still deplorably weak at its membership level in real understanding of 
the Christian faith and its demands. It will be a tragedy if too many of the keener 
Christians within the &.C.M. are drawn over into I.V.F. groups. The S&.C.M. accuses 7 
I.V.F, of its lack of concern for political and social issues, and maintains that its 
political "innocency" renders it very liable to be unwittingly used by political agent 
It is tc be feared that there is considerable truth in this contention, but also that 
there is a similar danger - often unrecognized too - of uninformed Christian idealism 
within the S.C.M. being politically used by the other side, If the &.C.M. cannot be 
greatly strengthened within the immediate future, the situation may even develop to 2a 
tragic issue. Against this’ background, we are planning to hold a special training con- 
ference and retreat for the secretaries of our ovm Student Christian Centres, both 
Chinese and missionary, from August 20 to September 6 at Kuling. Dr. Frances Wei, 
President of Central China University, has promised to take a course on the Christian 
Faith as meeting the needs of the world today. We may also be able to get some help 
from the Rt. Rev. Robin Chen, on his return from Amsterdam. Other speakers will be 
Dr. Kiang Wen-han, Dr. Huang Siu-chi and myself. We very much hope that this plan can 
be carried through, as its successful accomplishment may make a contribution of in- 
calculable importance. We have been much encouraged with the hope that further suit- 
able younger missionaries mey be assigned in the necr future to help with this work. 
~ may be approaching our last opportunity for 2 long time in parts of this strategic 
ield, 


10) Forthcoming Conferences. Further to the above there are three other very 
important conferences of which we can now give advance notice. The NCCRE plans to 
hold a Youth Workers' Conference ct Hengchow from October 6-13. Workers invited 
will represent various types of schools and churches, and will be drawn from many 
different parts of the country. The theme to be studied is "The Christian Message to 
Chinese Youth Today." Then from October 18-28 the Fifth Goneral Assembly of the > 
Church of Christ in China is to be held at Soochow, with its them "Reaffirming our 
Foith." Our own Thirteenth NCC Biennial Meeting is being called for November 1-9, 
The theme for the conference has not yet been finally decided. Discussion by the 
Advisory Committee on Program became limited to the following three suggested themes: 
"The Christian Answer," "Christ our Hope," and "God's Word to our Generation." May~ 
be the theme finally adopted will combine both of the first two. Present plans re- 
garding the proposed deputation to visit the Christian Churches in Japan, to express 
fellowship in Christ and renew Christian contacts, are for this trip to be undertaken 
after the meeting of the Biennial and before Christmas. Those whom the NCC has in- 
vited to serve on the deputation are Dr. S. C. Leung, Dr. H. H. Tsui, Miss Tsai 
Kwei, Dr. Yu Yi-fang, and the Rev. George Wu = also Dr. Chester Miao, if he does not 


make an earlier trip. 


11) Staff slembers ond Visitors coming to Chin. this Autumn. We look forward to 


welcoming back to our staff the Rev. Plumer “ills, as Secretary for the Committces 
on Legal Relations and on International Relations. ife also look forward to the Rev. 
Charles Boynton's return to Chine this fall for a period of residence in Shanghai. 
Although he will not be able to undertake any definite post with the NCC, we hope to 
receive much helpful counsel and assistance from him in various matters. By the end 
of September, we also expect to have Mrs. Leonard Tomkinson on our staff as our new 
Financial Secretary. Dr. S. Lautenschlager plans to be in Chiaa from October 1 untii 
the end of June 1949, with a period of two months in the Philippine Islands from 
December 15 - February 15. The CCEAis taking primary responsibility for setting up 
his evangelistic program in middle schools and colleges, but the C.C.C. and N.C.C. 
also hope to participate in planning and utilizing the opportunity of Dr. 
Lautenschlager's visit. Helen Keller, Polly Thompson, and Dr. and Mrs. Milton T. 
Stouffer plan to be in China from November 15 to December 30, and arrangements for 
this visit xre already being made. We hope that Dr. E. Stanley Jones will be in 
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25 to March 16, and that he will be able to bring much 
inspiration to the Forward Movement. 


12) Housing Project of N.C.C. Housing in Shanghai has long been a terrible pro- 


- Blem, and one which has not only affected several of our colleagues, but has also 


Sometimes prevented our securing very suitable people who would otherwise have been 
Willing to join the N.C.C. staff. During the last few months we have been making 
Serious efforts to overcome this difficulty, and are now happy to report that plans 
have been concluded for the purchase, at a favourable price, of two mou of land (one- 
third of an acre) from the C.L.S., with the intention of building thereon a block 

of eight flats. The C.L.S. and C.C.C. also plan to erect flats on the adjoining 
ground. If this project can be successfully completed this year, as hoped, it will 
be part of the "Forward Movement" within the N.C.C. itself! 


Mr. George Wu is at present attending a conference in Peiping, or he would 
join me in sending greetings to oll overseas partners in the Christian enterprise. 


Sincerely yours, 
(signed) Victor E. W. Hayward 


To China Board Secretaries 
and other Friends of China 


Dear Friends: 
You will be “interested in this July Overseas Newsletter from Victor 


' Hayward. He intends to write these occasionally to supplement the printed NCC month- 


ly Newsletter. This letter give us a real insight into the political and religious 
situation in China. 


Sincerely yours, 
Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. China-31 
156 Fifth Aaverme, New York 10, N.Y. | 
Zs Far Eastern Joint Office 
<> CHINA COMMITTEE 7 | October 19, 1948 


Proposed Program for N.C,.C. Department of Visual Aids 


The purpose of this program shall be to supply materials, together with instruc- 
tion for their effective use, to aid in the work of Christian Churches, hospitals, 


and schools in China. 


Because of the greet diversity of conditions under which our Christian work is 
being conducted, it is plenned to supply materials suitable for use in small village 
churches and schools as well as for Universities in urben centers. The materials to 
be prepered will be in three major cléesses. 

I. Flat pictures of verious types for use where electricity for projected 

\ pictures is not available. 
II. Projected still pictures, black and white as well as colored, silent cnd 
with sound. 
III. Movies, both silent end sound. 


Our finenciel policy will have to be carefully considered on the fleld before 
finel settlement, but may well be based on the minimum of subsidy from abroad. We 
should try to begin our work on such a basis as we will be able to maintain for a con- 
siderable period of time. 


= 


gi 


Nanking University has built up a Department of Visual Aids over a period of 
fifteen years. In it, personnel is trained, a distribution center is maintained, and 
( % production work is undertaken. Preliminary conversations indicate that Mr. Swen and 
_f#is associates of the University will welcome a cooperative relationship with the 
visuel aids work of the N.C.C. Two possibilities of cooperation appear to be immedi- 
étely possible: 
(a) Nanking University Department of Visual Aids to handle the distribution 
of all N.C.C. visusel eids materials. 
(b) The quantity production of the N.C.C. produced matericls. 


The cbove preposed arrengement would (a0 N.C.C. personnel to concentrate on the 
production of materials particularly needed in our church relited program, in promoting 
its use, and in conducting Visual Aids Workshops. 


/ Specifically, our N.C.C. program will be planned to furnish materiel in the field 
/ of (a) Christian teaching, for Church Schools, institutes, fairs, evangelical 
| campzigns, end church-centered recreetion. 

(b) International friendship and understanding besed on a belief in the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of min. This material will be 
suitable for gener:1 audiences, and will be building the essential 
foundation for a lesting perce. 

(c) Health subjects, for general groups us well es for special limited 
classes. The major emphcsis will be on public health practices to 
prevent diseases. Here we should include materials for the use of 
schools of nursing connected with our other medical institutions. 

(d) Recreation, for use «t church socials, in our schools, and in connection 
with conferences, etc. 


 (e) Viswml teeching. This is greatly needed because enthusiasm for the use 
Be of pictures docs not often carry with it e knowledge of the most ef- 


fective way to use visual aids in a teaching program. Institutes for 
instructing teachers in the purposeful use of visual materials and 
methods shoula be conducted «et summer resorts and elsewhere. 
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(f) 
regucstec by lar.e muwWcrs of eo dle. 


) I Flat pictures for reference use in connection 
preparing >ictures in Cainc. 


Uguijment for uaxing enlergec: snotos for imwaciate 
use, anc as Copy uinterial for process prints, for file strips, 
exhioits, cute, 

OQwega 

Enlarging vasel 

5 Stainless Steel Developing pans 
Chemicals 

Paver Stock 

Paper Cutter 

1U Fibre shipoing cases 

Angle Cawera lcns 

Leston Liznt ..cter 


II Projected Stilis 
A echrome Slic "Clinger 
5 Li Hale) 15.00 
5 Life of Pauli piciures) U0 
6 be dU 
4 The Oltacr tise tan 13.40 
4 Catacdral Christuas Sior 
Procigcl Son 
Goow Sasumritan . 
4 Raas of wicnikine 
5 "The Altar :iour® . 4..0 
4 "Chrisi the Pine Aris® 
4 In the otops of the waster (Pelesiine) 10.W 
B ilu Strios to be Purchased 
International Pence Founcations 5.00 
iscellancous avalta, internation:zl widcerstancing, 
Church school teachin, in tae suell church, etc. 
Chureh architecture Christian Syubols 
C  Slicos be 2%reoarec 
5 Church liistory (Bainton) <5,v0 
Illustrated ayuns 
4 “Lach vith dis O.n Brush® 10.00 
6 dot. the Bible Grer . 5.00 
6 Preoaring for Church .cubership, 5.00 
TOTAL 
D essoci eCtec 


£6 Aocaslice boxcs 
$0 Fibrebilt ship ing cases 


» for use —t Coniscscnces anc in certein cantcrs cons ianily 


Visuwel Aics Pro -ram. (sestinatec orices 
.ithout ciscounts) 


t. 
Love 

4 
VU 
£0. UU 
Ove VU 


40.00 


15.00 


12.5.0 
«O00 
40.00 
50.00 

656.00 


55.00 
00 


00 
20.00 
15.00 
20-00 
§0.00 
6.00 
©5.00 
DO. 00 
£0 UU 
451.00 


China+31 
200 plastic filustriy containers .10 20400 
'$,000 binders «5. per. 75.06 
Strip Developing tank 25.00 
Strip printer for single & couble [rane 193,90 
Film Stock £5400. 
Black & \hite title cards 10.00 3 
Inkj screen paper, pens, rubber cenent, 
frisket etc. 25200 ; 
Draving instrunents £5.00 
Cellophane title blanks 19.00 
Singlevrane canera 50.00 
2 SeVele wodel projectors 65. 150.00 
5 S.VeE. wodel CC projectors 60,00 
iz projector bulbs £5200 
4 Raciant screens 15.00 60.00 
Autowatic projectors 19..00 £00.00 
1 Homilite portable gonerator (45 ibs.) 225.0U 
i Record Cutter 10.00 & 
Blan« Kecorcs 100.00 
2 lilustravox wits 70.00 120.00 
TOTAL 655.00 
III Liovies 
A tobe 
1, Christian toaching 
ae 9 Cathedral filns 
b. Life of Poul series 3 
c. Book for the ..orla of Toworro\. | 
"The Pov er of Goc" 
"Typical America" -- U.S. GOVT. , 
Siuwilar filuws on england, Jovan, Australia, 
Siitzerlani, i exico, etc. | 


Heslth 
Disney Health filas 
U.S. Department of Heulth filns 


4. Recroation 
Aniucl pictures, curtoons, travol 


5. Visual j 


"Visual Aids in the Clessroou" Britannica 
"History of Photography" Bcll & Ho: ell 


Ageessories for ..ovics 
16 um, Sound projector 425.00 
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-4- China-31 
Illustrator anc icboratory helper ~ .50.00 wonta 600.00 
Trenslator anc «riter 50.00 600.90 
5. machine for scrints etc. 200. 
4. Paser stock, inx, ctc. 50.00 
6. Visuel Hucction books 25.00 
7. Visuel Educction pcriocicals 1c.U0 
8. Cut filn 50.00 
9 Aodachrone 50. 
10. Flash bulbs 50.00 
ll. Turntable for c:-hibits 10.00 
12.  Translite paver for 10.00 
Travel expenses in U.S. (4.0.2.) 250.00 
OW: of Cow 
i. Flot Pictures 451.00 
Projectec stills 856.09 


IID Projected Stills 
Accassories 1,655.u 


ovics 
accessories 4256.0 
uisecllancous 1,970.00) 
TOTAL 9, 00f eA) 


Basic Subject 


Color strins to be Undem rittcon by F.:.C. Visuel Aics Committce for rescle to 


.US ver picture? 


1. Life of Jesus, illian hale, 3:4 strins of »>ictures cach 
ee Life of Paul: < strins of .0 victures each 

5. Churea History: 4 strips of <0 pictures each 

te 61 Strip of «0 pictures 


Jan. 1945 
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March 1, 1948 


A MESSAGE TO ALL CHRISTIANS IN CHINA FROM THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
(Authorized English Text) 


Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 


At this time of stress and crisis, we are constrained by Christian love to send 
you a special word of comfort and of exhortation. We are one Body in Christ, and the 
sufferings of those of our number who are in want or are oppressed, the dangers of 
those in war-swept areas, the perplexities of those to whom their right course of — 
action is not yet clear, the spirit of hopelessness which is so generally prevalent, 
these are matters of the deepest concern to us all. In addressing such a situation, 
we have no desire to set forth our human opinions; our solemn duty is to seek to know 
and proclaim the word which God is speaking to us. We have waited upon Him; we have 
prayed and pondered long: thie is the message which we speak in our Master's name, . 


Let _ us take courage. "Lift up your hearts", brethren! Christ never promised us 
freedom from trials or suffering; He offers us the victory which overcomes the world. 
We have no faith in the processes of history; we have an implicit trust in the Lord 
of History, whose judgments are abroad in the earth. Again anc again the Church has 
been refined in times like these. Not even the gates of hell, as Christ declared, 
can ultimately prevail against her. Fear not for the Church; fear only lest we prove 
ourselves unfaithful. God can never fail; as His Spirit calls the world-wide Church 
into a closer fellowship, we glimpse enew His purpose to "sum up all things in Christ. 
Let us individually re-dedicate ourselves to the service of that holy will, "casting 
all our care upon Him, for He careth for us." 


.» At all times the Christian has the supreme privilege and duty of 
witnessing for his Lord. In times like these the opportunity for witness is especial- 
ly great. For this, let us praise the Lord. Although as individuals Christians 
rightly enter the political arena, the Church of Christ can never identify herself 
with any political party; we must obey God alone. We must never shirk our responsi- 
bilities as citizens of that country to which we belong; we must, however, seek God's 
guidance not only as to the ends we seek through our activity, but also as to the 
means we employ in seeking them: in all alike we are to express the spirit of Christ. 


In our present circumstances, there are two special tasks of witness to which we 
call upon all our brethren to exercise the utmost fidelity. First we must strenuous- 
ly maintain man's liberty to worship and serve God according to his conscience. 

Wany are the martyrs who have already laid dowm their lives in this glorious cause: 
their blocd has been the seed of the Church. Let no man take from us the joy of 
cpenty confessing Christ our Saviour. Secondly, we must not only rejoice in every 
¢x*cavour towards political and econcmic justice, but must ourselves practise these 
tunes. Let us in the sight of Christ, whose care was evor for the poor and afflict- 
ed, the outecass and oppressed, examine our own mode of living, our personrl relation- 
ehips, the .vuif’iment of our vocation, the running of our business or factory, the 
conduct of governnental affairs, and ask whether in these spheres we are glorifying 
God by showing true Christian love. "Let us be doers of the word, and not hearers 


ony." 
Let us seek God's grace. God calls us now as evsr to confess our sins and re- 
pent of our failures, to cast ourselves upon the redeeming mercy of our Saviour, to 


watch and pray, to maintain the unity of the Spirit, and to manifest love by mutual 
help and care. His guidance will not fail us if we seek it in loyal faith; His 


will more than meet our necds. 
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To our Father's care we commit one another; to the wholehearted following of 
Christ we dedicate ourselves afresh; and in the one Spirit we find our eternal 
fellowship. God's peace be with you all, ’ 


fifth Avenue, New York 10, 4.Y. 


Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE October 19,1948 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 
China-32 


N.C TTEE ON CHRISTIAN SERVIC NDUS AL RELATIONS 


Comments and revisions on April 1948 copy of Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America Advance Program for China. The point-of-vier of the Comnittee 
on Christian Service in Industrial Relations of the N.C.C. is that its approaches 
are through the existing agencies of the church, schools, hospitals, churches 
and not through new agencies. Therefore our program is merged into the Project 
entitled D.9. "Christianizing the Cities" for we know that most industrial 


workers are in cities. 


D.9 Christianizing the Cities. 


A. Strengthen the City Church, 
1) Specializec training for city pastors. 
One or two Theological seminaries at University centers (with avail- 


ablé courses in social work, sociology and economics) should be designated as 
training centers for urban pastors. These schools should also be the center for 
demonstration and experinentation mentioned in 3)C. These schools should provide 
in - service training courses for pastors and lay people so as to make the city 
churches alert and avare to new cata bein, available on city work and new projects 


on which they can make a wmiited front. Refer to Project 5. 
@100,000.- 


2) Development of City Council of Churthes, and joint 


planning for work and projects; women's work, new church locations, 
nen's fellowships, social service projects, industrial missions,etc. 10,000.- 
3) Lay leadership training for approaches to non- 
Christians by mass media, by commmity leadership, by literature, 
by religious education, by personal evangelisn. 
a) Mass Commumication (see project 6) 
b) Community leacership (see project 9. B 3) ~ 
c) Literature (sce project 3) 


@) Religious Education (see project 4) 
e) Personal Evangelism -- as one example, in the field of training factory 


workers tho are Christians to reach their fellow-workers vith the Christian 
This personal evangelism training is filled with great promise. 
cial croup ministries the cities 


1) Students and Youth | 
a) Church Youth Work -- city wide fellowships and strengthening of local groups. 


b) Student Youth Work (sce Christian Work among Students) 

The largest and most disturbed stucent groups are those in large urban centers. 
They need not only the presentation of the Christian message but more opportunity 
of expression of service and good .ill to others, through which they can find 


Christian faith and hope. 
Work Conferences for stucunts, who can work in factories anc learn by doing, 


the life of needs of the masses of people. Work Curing the day anc exchange of 
experiences by night under competont student Christian leacers would be a volume 


message. 


1 Ssset to the present conference set-up and a genuine recruiting center for city 


& 


Church work. 
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» : c) Alumni Work — to reach graduates of Christian Schools 


vho are not rclated to the Church $50,000, - 
"10,000 graduates of Christian Schools of China living 


in Shanghai alone who have no church relationship." 
Je Merlo Davis, I.M.C. 


2) Children end Parents. (Project 7) 
3) Community leadership approach. 


a) Guidance of Pastors in community leadership 
(Institutes, etc.) Project 8, A. 1. 


b) Christian neighbourhood houses. 
These centers of exnression of the Christian concern for 


the masses have a two way fumction. To give opportunity to the church 
to express its real concern and ability to serve "the people". To aid 
the church to learn to Imo: what the masses of people need and how to 
keep its program alert :md changing in methods to mect the eternal needs 


of men through a changing world. 


c) Demonstration and expcrinentation projects. Urban society is 
infinitely more complex than rurcl sccicty. We have many rurel study and 
service projects but no agency of the church in China is yet studying urban 

j society ond how the church can play its port in it. Evon though 80% of 
_ .. China's population is rural, the 20% dominates and determines the direction 
~ of the social, economic political, cultural life of the country. The church 
needs to study how it can affcct and guide cll of these. 
We knou., as yot, very little about tie offects of urban society on 
personality and how the church nust cenl :.ith the forces that tend to destr 


life. $100, .* 
¢) Joint YMCA, YICA ond NCC =, school for group workers and 
community leaders. | 
10,000.- 


Our share 


4) The Chincse Army and Navy 
This project is now largely handled by the New York 


Pocket Testament League. 


Estinated 2,000,000 blind in China. 56 schools train 


6) Industrial workers 


a) Industrial Chaplains 
Demonstrations jointly finsneced by labor, management and the 


church. There are at present scvoral chaplaincy programs. are financed 
Completely by Christian managers. To ere church sponsored. Some should be 


encouregec as joint projects. 
Our share § 10,000.- 


| 


i> b) Chaplain to Lebor Unions. 


There is need for several churchmen to identify themselves with labor - 
to understand them and to present anc interpret their point-of-view to the Church 
and community at large. 

Several could begin, as missionaries, serving as educational directors 
of unions. $ 10,000.- 


c) Workers Education Project 
Assisting tith the beginnings of Workers Education in the unions we 


can domonstrate the church's interest in the problems of the vorkers and help 
to solve them. We can also show how our interest comes from a long history and 
understanding of the needs of men's spirit and life. 


1. An Exchange professor is needed related to a School of Edcucetion 
to set up a yorkers ecucation program in the unions and train leaders to do the 
work, This form of wass education has been neglectec by the church anc the YMCA's 
much publicized programs. 


2. Literature, Film strips, Movies as tools from the church to help 
in these vrograns,. § 5,000.- 


Professional menagcment Personnel Project. 
1) An Exchange professor to set un in a School of Business Administra- 


4" - preferably Hangchow Christian College - training in progressive personnel 


egonent. 
2) To set-up on-the-job-training courses for managers and rere 
men.’ 


8) To organize progressive management groups who will continue to 
study and work for Christian principles as applied to Industrial Management. 


This is tne considered jucgement, to this date, of the 
N.C.C. Committee on Christian Service in Industrial Reletions, of the 
probable developments and essentials in the city fieids of China, vhich 
are today awaiting harvest. 


Henry D. Jones 


George Geng 


Secretarics 


Aug. il, 1948 


Foreign silssious Conierence of N.A, 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. China-33 
Far Bastern Joint Otfice 
CHINA COmmi October 16, 1548 


To China Board Secretaries 
anc other Frien:'s of China 


Dear “riencs: 


ur. George Wu recently returned from Amsterdam sent the following 
announcenent of the next Blennial bieeting of the National Christian Council. 
ile states tuat Dr. Brubacer cf the Church of tue Brethren anc Dr. Matthews 
of the American Board are expectec to be present at that weeting. Are there 
other Soarc Secretaries or Board Members visiting in Canina who should attend 
this Biennial Meetings? 


Sincerely yours, 
Rowland &. Cross 
Secretary 

China Committee 


dxtract from letter to ai) celerates to tie Blenmial heeting 


c 


The general taeue of the weetings 1.ill be "Gou's Worc anc Jur Witness." 
it is cesired to make as stronz a link as possible detween the inportant Fhitby 


2 


Conference of tire international Missionary Couecil in 1047 anc the recent First 


Assembly of the Woric Council of Churches in Austerdam onc our ow Bienaial 
Meeting this year. The cecision taken at ovr Forwarc Movement Leacers' Conference 
at Nenking last July to iuiake Christian Witness the central theme anc task of the 
present Three Years Forward ovement of the Christian Churches in China was a 
further factor taken into consideration wnen this general topic was acopted. 


In these critical cays, when history is moving so quickly anc so significant- 
ly, we feel it to be of paramount imoortance that we should seek togetaer to 
uicerstanc ang proclaim the word vod is speaking to us through the situation 
which confronts us tocay. The prophetic interpretation of history, which is a funda- 
mental nart of our Christian faith, leads us to listen in contrition for God's 
word of jucgement, upon the Church as well es upon the world, and assures us also 
of His promise of renewal to tose who truly repent. In Jesus Christ, moreover, 
He has spoken that final tordc uhich illumines anc answers every human necc anc 
every crisis of history, and to vhich as Christians we are callec upon to make 
our corporate and incivicual .itness. At the Biennial Meeting we shall seek, 
on the basis of God's word in Scripture and tarough dis lorc incarnate in Christ, 
to reach en uncerstencing of anc obedience tc the word He is speaking to us 
through contemporary events. 


It nas therefore Dvca plannec that at this coming Biennial iiceting we’ shall 
devote most of tne time to vrayer anc thinking together along these lines, in tho 
conviction that the ciearcr wicerstencing of vod's will vhich we saall seex togother 
is of far greater importance than anything else. We shall concentrate upon a 


vo 


=> few main issues, seeking a faita turough our stuly and tae spiritual 
power for acvance wiiich can come turough pomitence alone. other.ise 
valuable business :ill onve to be omittec, but a full meeting of the nevly 
elected #xecutive Committce 1.111 be cailec for November 10 anc li, in orcer 
to onsure that necessary acwinistrative action can be taken to inplumwent 
Coecisions anc to ceal wits matters for there will be no tine 
during tue full Biennial Meeting. 


PB 


TALRTHENTH BILANIAL meETLNG OUTLINE PLAN OF ADDRESSES 


NOViMBER L - 9, 1946 


4 
GENERAL THEME: "GOD'S WORD AND OUR LITNESS." 


| Moncay, Nov. 1 

Devotionai Accress: "Goc's Lord anc Cur Witness." 

Acé¢russ: "Revelation through istory." 

Tuo Keports on the First Asscably; of tne Yorle Council of 
Churches at Anstorcan. 


Tuescay, Nov. 2 
Devotional Acsress: Living Wore of Goc To-cay" 
Accress: “Witness in tas Present Crisis" 
Report on INC Confervnee at Whitby, 1947 


Report on Conferinc.. at Oogstgecst, 1945 


Wednescay, Nov. - Gou's on the Church the racical 
weaknesses of thick must renunt. > 


Devotional Addruss: "Hopentance as the Concition of Renewal of 
the Church." 


Acdresses (each fcllowec by unitec Ciscussion): 
(1) The Church's failurs to oreclain 2 living sore of God 
to this tion. 
(2) ‘ino Cawrenos' foilure to uncersten® tro neture ana 
histories). wissicn cf tis Churcu. (Failure to uncerstanc 
tas Mature of tie Cuurch as the bearer of Gowt's 
recemptive purvose in nistory, anc failure to present 
through a wmitec Church Goc's word to a ¢iviced yorld). 
(5) The Church's fsilure to show tho prophetic passiou for 
S0Cici Plenteousi.css. 
(4) The Church's failure to cnallenzs to full discipnieshin. 
(sailure to present Ciristienity as a challenge to total 
to canture for Christ the icealism of youth, 
f : or to mobilize the laity in cynamic cvangelisn.) 


“ 
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(5) Failure to root the Church cocply in Chinese soil. 


(Lack of Chinese theological conviction, videspread dearth 
of Chinose Christian leadership, inadequate self-support, 
failure to root religion in tie home, failure of Christian 
educational policy to build up the Church, failure of 
integration with Chinese culture, and lack of adcjustibility 
to changing conditions.) 


Thursday, Nov. 4 - Christ our Hope 
Devotional Adcress: "Christ our Rope" 
Accresss: 
(1) "The helevance of God's Act in Christ to our Present Situation." 
(2) "The Function of the Bocy of Christ". 
(General Secretary's Report. Reports from Delegates) 


Fricey, Nov. 5 - The Strategy of Renewal 
Devotionel Avdress: "Speak ... that thcy go forvarc" 
(Group Discussions) 
(Reports on concitions in Comsunist-occunied arvas.) 


paturday, Nov. 6 The Task of Witness 
Devotional Accrcsse "Thc Task of Witness." 
Adéress: "The Forwarc “ovement" (followed by ciscussion on promotional 


methocs) 
7 (Group Discussions on various phases and opportunities of Christian Witness) 
Adecress: "The Task of iJitmess in Areas" 


(folloved by united ciscussion) 


(Nov. 8-9 Business Sessions. | 
Nov. 10-11 Full meeting of new Executive Conmittec.) 


= 
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Foreign iitissions Conference of N.A. 
156 Fifth Avenuc, New York 10, N.Y. | China-34 
Far Eastern Joint Office Ne a” October 22, 1948 
CHINA COMMITTEE 


LETTER FROM C. E. BUSBY, SECRETARY, 
COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS 
SHANGHAT, CHINA 
October 7, 1948 


"Dear Mr. Cross, 


It seems lixe old times to be comaunicating with you again. I am writing 
to you now as one of the Secretaries of the C.C.P. to inform you concerning allo- 
cations recently made by our Executive Committee anc to ask you about our budget. 
The Funds Allocation Committee consisting of the six cooptec members met recently 
umd their recommendations tith two slight modifications rere adopted at the 
lixecutive Committee on Sept. 24th. The funds allocated were a total of L1745.1.6 
from the Conference of British Missionary Socictics and US$8890, being 70% of the 
unassigned sum of US$12,700 in the budget, from the F.M.C. of N.A. as we understood 
the full amount could not be raised. This put. the committee in the wfortunate 
position of being able to allocate only 80% of the requests from the member organiza- 
tions. So they cid the best possible wncer the circumstances with the following 


result: 


1) Allocation to the Association Press $10, OOOGY 
for the folloving:- 
3 _—Nei SS Personalities of the 01d Tostament Fleming Jones 

sprints Psychology anc L.D. Weatherhead 
What I owe to Christ C.F. Andrews 
The Science of Prayer Michael Bruce 
Theism & the Scientific Spirit W.M. Horton’ 
By am Unknown Disciple : 
The Meaning end Truth of Religion Lyman , 


In view of some reduction in the original estimates the allocation 
sufficient for more than these. 


will be ‘ 


2) Allocation to the Christian Litcrature Society $22, 800GY 
for the folloving:- 
New MSS Dictionary of Educational & J.M. Tan and 
Psychological’ Terms ° Chen Hsi-chu 
Great Hyms & Hyun writers Stephen Wang 
The Will of God Weatherhead 
Early Church History Garnier 
The Way | Stanley Jones 
The Life & Teaching of Jesus (Bilingual) Blakney 
Personal Counseling Russel Dicks 
For Translation 
Man Does Not Stand Alone Morrison 
Compnnion to the Bible Manson 


Geo Washington Carvor 


The Unquenchable Light | 


Shirley Graham & Geo D. 


Lipscomb 
Lalourette 


| 


3) Allocation to National Committee for Christian Religious 
Education in China $4, OOOGY 
— for a children's Hymnal 


4) Allocation to the Religious Tract Society $17 , 200GY 
for reprinting 3 Half size anc 7 Full size posters 
In view of their losses the ontire allocation was allowed for reprints. 


5) Allocation of 2,500GY for Prize Fund for original and wpublished MSS in 
Chinese in the National lanruage. 


Of these allocations half the amount in each case has been paid and ve hope to be 
able to pay the remainder at call on Jan. ist, 1949. The principles governing 
allocations are being consicerec. now and will be cetermined by the Annual Mecting 
fixed for November 17-20 in Hankow. For the above allocations I had prepared some 
suggestions for the committee's guicance anc these are now being revised in the 
light of the subsequent ciscussions. One point the committee emphasized - to give 
preference to original compositions over translations and to both over reprints, 
for which allocations should be made only wnder exceptional circumstances. 


We shall shortly be preparing the budget for 1949/50 and should appreciate it 
if you could let us Mow as soon as possible what we may hope to receive from your 
committee for next year. You way be certain that any grants mace will be used in 
the bost possible way anc in the case of those you desire to earmark for particular 
projects your wishes will be scrupulously ruspected. 


I had the pleasure recontly of meoting Margaret Barnes and iiugh Hubbard and 
bard from them something of thc present position of the "Christian Farmer". As I 
was on the NCCRSU vhen it was started by T.H. Sum I was naturally especially intecrest- 
ed and should be glad to be kept posted from your enc of any fresh cevclopment. 


Concerning the CHINA BOOKMAN you will see from my "editorial" in the August 
number something of our plans for the future. We plan a special Christmas number 
for the next. issue and should appreciate very heartily a Christmas message to our 
readers from the F.M.C. If you reply by air it 1.ill I think reach us in tine. 


We are cnxious to make contacts with American Chyrches and Christian organiga- 
tions. We should also appreciate the cooperation of American publishers of Christian 
literature. Some Imglish firms cre cooperating, sending me books for review in the 
CHINA BOOKMAN and offering to acvertise. With our hopes of enlarging the literary 
space this is important. We coulc offer a page an issue for USS6 and smaller space 
proportionately with special terms for 6 anc 12 insertions. Our circulation is about 
7,000 and as you imow is very videly cistributec. I am one of those insular Briti- . 
shers who hes never travelec in the Otates so I have rew American connections. 
Therefore if you could introcuce us to some friendly American firms particularly 
publishers we should be very crateful. 


We shall keep you postec from time to time with our plans anc trust you will 
write us for any information you nay cesire. 


Very sincerely yours, 


(signec) C. EB. Busby" 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. China-35 
, CHINA COMMITTEE November 10, 1948 
~ "A SECOND MESSAGE TO ALL CHRISTIANS IN CHINA FROM THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
(Authorized English Text) 


Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 


The widespread welcome given to the letter we sent out in March leads us to 
hope that a further message will be found helpful. 

As we ponder upon the life end work of the Church, and the responsibilities and 
opportunities of individual Christians, in these troubled times, there are many things 
in our hearts which we would share with our brethren in Christ. Some of these 
thoughts must be expressed later from time to time, but in this letter we shall speak 
briefly on a4 subject which is exercising the minds and consciences of very many Chris- 
tians. Has the Protestant Christian Church a stand of its own in regard to the issues 
of the day? A full answer to this vital question would necessarily extend far beyond 
the limits of a letter, but let us here suggest a few salient points in furtherance 
of our common thinking. | 

e Christian Chu € S a » We confess with shame 
that we heave failed to make this as clear to the world 6s we should have done. The 
Church's stand is of course a religious one, and not a political one. It is based 
upon Christian faith, «nd power to practise it consistently depends upon the experi- 
ence of being forgiven and mede new men in Christ. The Church can therefore never 
identify itself with any political purty, nor employ political power to enforce its 
ideals. It must remain ¢c spiritual fellowship, uncompromised by the exigencies of 
political action, functioning as & Christian conscience within society, and witnessing 
to the need and roslity of God's redeeming grace. Yet the religious stand of the 
Church, while supra-political, is intensely relevant to political action, and it is 
its duty both to speak end to act in regard to the moral issues involved in national 
and internationzi life. 


In the first place, Church e) minds man thet he is neve 
effect his own selvation, thet political action, though end of 


improving the conditions of man's life, can never solve his besic problems, which are 
spiritual. Tho Kirgdom of God must never be identified with a political Utopia, for 
it is a community of persons redeemed from self-centered living into the perfect free- 
dom of serving the will of God, and not an unrealizable perfect society of unregen- 
erete people. While ever concerned to help in creating better political systems, the 
Church denies to any the possibility of being considered absolute or infallible. 

In the second piace, the Church declares man's only true equality to consist in 
his equal standing with every other man as the object of God's love. This gives to 
Men and women, therefore, must always t pated a rsons, and never as pol 
instruments, es ends and not as means. The Stete ondote for man, end not man for the 
State. From this it follows that the Church must protest, on the one hand, ageinst 
all political action which denies man freedom cr opportunity for responsible cnd 
worthwhile living, end on the other hand against all cruelty and ruthlessness which 
secrifices the individual in the supposed interests of any class or social order. 

The Church's stand is for the right of every man and women to live cs a child of God. 

Christien men and women as individuals may be cilled to enter politicel life, 
and to serve God and their fellows by upholding Christian faith and stinderds in the 
politicel aren.. As Christicns they claim no particulcr politicel wisdom, save the 
insight of religious faith. Others are called upon to live as Christian citizens, 
making 2 witness in their several vocations to the principles of Christian faith and 
life. In doing this, they - as well as those called to political responsibilities - 
have supreme of Christicn and joint study with those who share their 


concerns. aL. sho one anotvne n vrave 
fc onc Pc lowshir € ena VO anc 
mrougn tne corporete iile olf the Unurcn, we may mike & laitniul witness ic 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. China-36 
Far Eastern "j oint Office 
—CHINA ——HNovember 10, 1948 


e China Board Secretaries and 
Friends of China 


Dear Friends: 


The taking over of Manchuria by the communists and the consequent rapid | 
movement of events in other parts of China has caused the Boards new concern about 
the policy to be followed in China. In the latter part of October the American Govern- 
ment sent word to American citizens in North China that, if they wanted to send out 
heavy baggage it should be done at once and if they wanted to leave they should pre- | 
pare to do so before December first. Transportation facilities would be available : 
until that date. British and French consular officials sent similar warning messages 


to. their citizens. 


In the light of the immediate crisis and the necessity for a policy for a 
long range program, these questions must be answered now: (1) Shall missionaries 
evacuate? (2) Shall all missionaries evacuate? (3) If they evacuate where should 
they go? (4) What-is to be the policy regarding work in communist areas? This 
bulletin aims to acquaint you with the procedure which some Boards are adopting and 
to give the latest news from China. | 


Presbyterian U.S.A. This Board feels grave concern about relinquishing 
large areas of China to the communists. It is evident that for some time to come the 
new regime will hold at least part of China. Therefore the Board has sent word to ; 
its missionaries that, if realizing the hazards involved, they decide to stay in : 

reas under or about to come under communist control, the Board will support them in | 
this decision. If missionaries evacuate they should be absorbed in other parts of 
China. In some cases this may be in cooperative work or with some other denomination. , 


In 2 bulletin dated October 13th Dr. Ruland reported a message which came 
from a trusted Chinese Christian through the State wane: as —— | 
sinan 


"All eight Americans who remained in the city/at the time of its 
capture were unharmed and well. They were courteously treated by the 
Communist forces, were promised food and were urged to continue their 
teaching, Tho Communists instructed all schools to remain open and | 
permitted religious liberty. While there was some denunciation of . 
‘United States imperialism’, there was no hostility shown toward | 
individual Americans. The new mayor of the city is a graduate of a | 
mission school." | 


Dr. Ruland reported two broadcasts picked up from North China as follows: 
North Shansi October 17th: "Checloo University and Hospital, 
all Chinese and foreign staff, students, workmen and families safe." 
Tsinan east suburb, October 5th: "We want you to know that we are 
safe in our own home in Tsinan, after the attack and capture of this city by the Eight! 
Route Army. The fighting wes surprisingly short, only eight days, two of which 
directly affected cast suburb. We lived in our cellar for twelve days and though our 
home was damaged by shell and fire, we ourselves were unhurt. The Eighth Route, or 
_ Army of Liberation as they called themselves here impressed us by their high ee 
1 fighting, and their friendliness to the people. They are protecting churches and 
hools. They have proclaimed freedom of religion. . and we were able to hold world 
wide communion service on Sunday with no hindrance put in our way. They are also pro~ 
tecting foreigners and foreign property, and have been most friendly of 'people' they 
say ‘whether Chinese or American or what not.' We are hoping conditions will turn 
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out so that we can stay here to carry on Christian work in school (Cheeloo is carry- 
.. ing on the last year of senior high and tho first year of college with an attendance 

ff 400.L.R.) and church which we came out here to do. John Hamlin, Frances Hamlin, 
~Richard Bryant." 

Dr. Ruland also said: "It is to be noted that this message was received .. 

from a Communist broadcasting station. We doubt if any pressure was used in con- 
3 nection with the sending of this message, but it should be understood, however, that 
| any message sent to this country from this source would have to be in accord with " 
Communist wishes." | 

In Peotingfu and Peiping Stations some missionaries are remaining and some 


couples with small children are evacuating. 


Seventh Day Adventists: No plans for immediate evacuation of North China. 
A conference of leaders is being held in Shanghai to study the overall picture and 


make recommendutions as to procedure in any part of the China field. 


American Board: Bulletin dated October 30th. Reassuring news has come 

. from the four women missionaries in the two Stations of Fenyang and Taiku, Shensi 

under communist control for over five months. Both hospitals are in operation; in- 

patients had dropped from 40 to 30 but the daily clinic was running from 20 to 40, 

¢ The schools in both cities had been re-opened at the request of the new officials. 

Orders were issued immediately upon the occupation in July that there should be no 

molestation of workers and these orders have been strictly obeyed. 

"What of the future? There are scraps of evidence pointing in both direc- 

: tions. In other areas, too, a more lenient policy seems to be followed at present 
by the Communists towards both middle class people and religious organizations and 
workers than was the case six months or more ago. Will this continue? Unfortunately 

fy few straws in the wind suggest that while the transition may be taking longer, the 

general pattern may prove to be the same as that with which we have grown only too 
familiar during the past two years: initial leniency followed by increasingly stern 
adherence to 'the line', with its 'reckoning of old accounts’, aggressively anti- 
religious propaganda, and general denunciation of all and everything related to the 
‘American capitalistic imperialists.' 

"Early this month anti-religious posters began to appear in Fenyang: ‘You . 
have freedom to believe; we have freedom to oppose your belief.' Maybe that's fair 
enough? Former text-books are not allowed in the school; all evangelistic workers 
are listed as cither school teachers or the hospital or school staffs - which en- 
titles them to a ration of one picul of wheat or slightly more a month. School fees 
are paid in grain. Communist officials are living in all the empty house6 jin the 
Fenyang compound and are regularly using both school assembly hall and ehurch for 
mectings, but Christians have the use of the Church on Sundays. Requisitions upon 
the hospital indicate no intention of helping to maintain it when present resources 
are exhausted. With 70 to 80 dispensary patients daily and 60 to 70 in-patients, and 
with the few Communist patients paying no fees, the future is a bit dim. Yet in one 
way or another the Christian witness will continue to be given." 

"Decisions are left by the Board with North China Kung Li Hui Executive Com 
mittee, with wide powers of discretion. Undoubtedly if things continue in the direce 
tion they have recently held, some of our folks will transfer elsewhere. It. seems 
equally certain that some of them will elect to sit it out. The Prudential Committee 
voted on October 5: 

"*Voted, that the American Board renew its expression of confidence in 
the Christian leadership of our churches and institutions in North China as they face 
the uncertainties and perplexitiecs of a changing political situation, rejoicing in 

| he assurance that the Christian witness will be maintained under whatever condi- | : 
tions may prevail, and that it pledge all possible support, material and spiritual, 
to any who, despite hazards known and unknown, shall decide to remain at their posts." 
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Chine =-36 
Methodist Boards - Quotation from Bulletin and Copy of Ceblegrem 
Cablegram from Bishop Ralph Ward, dated November 9-- 


€ "ADVISE NO PRESENT CHANGE SHORMAKERS (to Kiukiang) DECEMBER SAILING NO 


METHODIST MISSIONARIES YET EVACUATING THIS EPISCOPAL (Shanghai-—Nenking) 
AREA WORK PROCEEDING NORMALLY DESPITE UNCERTAINTIES STARTLING RUMORS AND 


NEW DEVELOPMENTS" 
Bishop Werd also reported: “Most North Chine Methodist missionaries, save Yenching, 


reported coming Shanghai." 


"A cablegram wes received from Peiping November 4 asking authorization for our 
treasurer there to provide funds for evecuation of any missioncries who may need to 
lezve. Evacuction had been advised by American consular authorities. We cabled that 
of course funds would be available for necessary evacuations to other <nd safer por- 
tions of Chine; but we urged that no Methodist decision be meade in Peiping without 
prior consuitetion with Presbyterians, Congregctionalists, and other American mis- 
Sionzries in that region. 

"We sec no reason for changing our policy as applied in other military emergencies, 
a policy which recognizes the field's right to make this decision, one wey or the 
other, and « policy which will beck up the decision whether it be for entire evecuation, 
for perticl ev-custion, or for remaining. We have an able, consecrated and very wise 
bishop in Peiping, Z. T. Kuung, one who secrificially remsined at his post under Japen- 
ese domination. He has high reg:.rd, even love, for his missionary colleagues and we 
trust him and his advisers. | 

"Some newspapers have plcyed up in big hecdlines the American military decision, 
announced November 6 (the day this letter is being typed), to remove soon from Nanking 
and Shunghai the wives and children of army and navy personnel. This is interpreted 
by the newspapers to mecn immediete danger in that lower Yangtze River area. This is 


f ‘%t & necessary conclusion. Such evacuation of the wives and children of military 


es is a routine process which mey or may not presage serious fighting. 

"By a fortunate coincidence Mr. Cartwright was in Weshington when the North China 
cablegram was delivered. It wes phoned to him and he was able within an hour to’ clear 
with both the Chinese embassy and the United Stetes Department of State. It wes clear- 
ly stated that no information had reached either agency indicating early serious threat 
to the North China cities or those in the Yangtze Velley. The consular advice regard- 
ing evacuation of North China wes interpreted to be cautionary, looking towurd the 
freezing of waterwuys in that region and the consequently increased difficulty of 
evacuation during the winter weeks. We are informed thut the State Department is 
leaving a decision as to evacuation of its own employees to the individuals concerned. 
This, you note, is in line with the policy we heve so far followed. 

"Wwe have no information cs to any plans of Chinese Christians. Some may leave 
threatened areas, Some Christian institutions my fecl it adviseble to move out of 
such regions. We know that heretofore some Chinese Christians hove felt that they 
should remain and bear Christian witness to whatever extent may be possible. Our ear 
nest prayers and our unfaltering support should be given to these mon and women who, 
whether they leave or whether they remain, face hardship and danger for the sake of 


Christ." 


We shall attempt to send out from the China Committee office frequent bulletins 
during this emergency end would appreciate it if euch board would keep us informed 
of any new plens or new policies with regard to your missioneries or Christian pro- 
gram in China. 


( Mey we join our hearts in prayer for Chine and our colleagues et work there. 
Sincerely yours, 


Rowlond M. Cross 
Secretary, Chine Committee 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10,N.Y. China-37 
Far Eastern Joint Office ‘ 
CHINA COMMITTEE _ November 17, 1948 
| China Situation 
Informal Conference 2 
| November 16, 1948 - 12:30~-2:00 - Room 503 
PRESENT: Frenk T. Cartwright Methodist - Divison of Foreign “issions 
Lenning Sweet Y. Me. C. Aw 
Luther A. Gotwald United Lutheren Church | 
Raymond W. Schaefer Americen Baptist For. Mission Society 
Miss Louise Robinson Woman's Division, Methodist Church ) 
W. Decker Ze M. Cc. 
S. F. Mack - Audio-Visunl Survey Team ‘ 
Le hae Albright I. C. 
R. M. Cross 


The following ropresentatives made statements —_—" the situation in China ’ 
and actions of their Boards. ; 


Dr. Carteright: A coblegram dated November 13, 1948 from the Ad Interim Committee of 
the Methodist Church in China reads as follows: 


"MANY WORTH CHINA AND MID-CHINA MISSIONARIES HASTENING SHANGHAI. 
POLITICAL SITUATION SERIOUS NOT YET CLEAR. CHINESE METHODISTS ie 
DETERMINED MAINTAIN CURRENT WORK UNDER WHATEVER REGIME. SOME 
DULY GUALIFIED MISSIONARIES VOLUNTESRING SHOULD REMAIN EXTENDED 
PERIOD OTHERS ESPECIALLY MOTHERS CHILDREN EVACUATING AMERICA." 


a As of November 16th the Methodist Roard has not taken action on this recommendation 
but probably will follow it. 


Dr. Sweets The ¥.M.C.A. has thvee familics with small children in Peiping and 
Tientsin. In the other cities of North China, there is no American 
staff. Because of the children, the three families in question have withdrawn to 
Shanghai. It is not yet decided whether or not they are to return to North China or 
to bo assigned elsewhcre in that country. As the Chinese Y.M.C.A. is entirely an 
nutonomous agency, policy decisions are in its hands, not in those of the Internation~ 
al Committee in the United States. The International Committee has, however, said 
that it hopes thet it will be possible for American Secretaries to remain in the 
North unless this proves enbarrassing to their Chinese colleagues. It is expected 
that as long as the Communists permit, the Chinese Y.M.C.4's. will be operating in 
Communist controlled territory. 
Dr. Schaefer: The Baptist Board has no one in the present Communist occupied 
territory. We had two families in the Language School in Peiping 
and after consultation with the Language School officials and the Government officials, 
it was decided that they should evacuate to Shanghai and they have done so. In the 
case of the Southeast and West flelds, a tentetive evacuation plan had been drawn up 
earlier. Except for missionaries in poor health and those retiring who would be re- 
turned to the United Stctes, other evacuees from China would not return to America 
but would go to other Baptist fields around the world. 


Or. Gotwald: The United Lutheran Church Mission, Headquarters Tsingtao, Shantung 
which is the present U.S. Naval Base. Permission has been given to 


missionaries to evacuszte either to the U.S.A. or South China; however, families with 
Small children have been strongly advised to return to the U.S. There is a possi- 
bility of medical work continuing with limited Chinese staff even though missionaries 
evacuate. 
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Wi. P. Bradley - Seventh-Day Adventists. Letter to China Committee Secretary, 
dated Nevember 12th: 
3 "T would liks to give you s brief summary of what our Boord is 
. We have been in touch with the State Department concern- 
ing developmonts in China and it appears that while facilities have 
been made available by the Novy for evacuation of Americans from 
Tiontsin and also from the Shanghai area, the majority of Americans 
are electing to remain at present. I gather that dependents of 
military personnel are leaving, but that from the missionary group 
the larger number are remaining at their stations. We have mission- 
urivs only in Poiping and Tsingtao. Those in Peiping have been 
given suthority to leave if and when they feel after consultation 
with Americun consular officials and representatives of other Boards 
thet it would be best to do so. We think that one mother and her 
children have come from Peiping to Shanghai and that several of the 
women with children will go to Tsiagtao. We do not believo that any 
of the men will be leaving at the present time, and possibly some of 
the wives will be staying also in Peiping. There is no plan to 
evacuate any of the families from the aron of Hankow, Nanking, and 
Shanghai. 
"T have been in touch with Pastor W. H. Branson, of Shanghai, 
who is ‘on the Vest Coast at present and will be returning within 
a few deys. He says their thinking in China is along the line of 
endeavoring to romain throughout whatever disturbances may come 
and continue the work even under a changed government that may be 
totally or larcoly Communistic. We inquired of our Shanghai head- 
quarters whother to send forward severnl of the families on the 
\:est Coast who are just about to deprrt and have had requests to 
> send three who are despernatoly needed, or who can make a special 
contribution at this time in the church beceuse of their long 
knowledge of China affairs. All others are being held pending de— 
velopments in China. The cable concluded by saying ‘conditions 
still uncertain. 
"We are uniting with Christians everywhere in praying that some— 
how these seemingly untoward circumstances may be overruled for the 
edvancement of His kingdom end work in China." 


The rollowing cablegr:m received from the N.C.C. Shanghai, November 13th 
was reported to the meeting: . 

"STRONGLY ADVISE IMMEDIATE PURCHASE 8000 RECORDS FINEST CHINA 

COLLECTION US DOLLARS 2500 URGENT SETTLE THIS WEEK OPPORTUNITY 

UNTQUE REQUEST YOUR IMMEDIATE AUTHORIZATION FULL AMOUNT FROM 

MACK'S COMMITTEE BLYOND BUDGET SUBMITTED" Signed BOYNTON HAYWARD WU 


Mr. Mack and Dr. Decker urged the purchase of the §,000 records and the 
Secretory was instructed by the group to secure the approval of the Administrative 
(Planning) Committee of the China Committee and to raise from interested Boards the 
£2500.00 required so that tho N.C.C. can be authorized to go ahead with the immediate 
purchase of these recorus. 


The group agreed on the following summary of the discussion: 


1. As of this date the opportunities to work in Commmist arens are somewhat 
£ more hopeful than wes the case five or six months ago. 
| 2. All plens for missionaries with regard to evacuation should be referred 
for full concultation with the Chinese group (responsible suthority) in the area. 
3-  Boa_rds will give moral and material support te those who evacuate and 
encouragement and all possible :id to those who decide to stay. 
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4. Special attention should be given to evacuating the aged, the infirm and 
parents with young children. 

5. In general emphasis should be placed upon re-location in some other part 
of China or in some other country, such as Japan, rather than upon evacuating to 
America. 

6. In consideration of the whole question of evacuating missionaries recog— 
nition should be givon to 2. probeble difference in attitude toward and treatment of 
foreigners according to their nationality. 

7. Approval was given to the policy of .advancing money for the purpose cf 
the purchase of grain or other food supplies either for Chinese Christian workers or 
for missionaries in areas likely to be taken over by Communists. 


Religious News Service Release- November 10 Riennial Mecting N.C.C., Shanghai, 
November 1-9, 1948 


Cen Christian missionaries carry on in the Communist—dominated areas of China? 
If so, what is the best way to continue their work? 

These questions were discussed at a day-long session here of the 13th bien- 
nial meeting of the National Christian Council of China attended by delegates from 
all parts of the country and representative churchnen from the United States and Great 
Britain. 

Delegates appeared to be unanimously agreed that the Christian Church mst 
keep working in tie Communist—held areas. They added, however, that the decision to 
stay or not to stay must be left to the individual missionary, and ways and means of 
carrying on must vary according to local conditions. 

"The whole situation must be looked upon as a great challenge and a great 
opportunity," one speaker ssid. "This is a period which will determine me place of 
the Christian Church in Chine for the next hundred years." | 

Another delegate, who seid he spoke from ten years'experience as a missionary, 
declared that in his area, whatever the fate of outside workers, the Chinese pastor 
can carry on “if he has 2 stout heart and a strong back." 

"Communists," he said, "do not permit church members to contribute to the sup- 
port, of their pastor, so he mist exrn his living as a farmer, or in some other work. 
As only small meetings are permittcd, he cannot call his flock together, but must go 
to them, generally on foot. He must dress like a common laborer. He must be mumble, 
patient, and able to endure persecution." 

The Chinese pastor's greatest protection, the delegate asserted, is his 
character and conduct. "Communists go about," he disclosed, "asking about him from 
his neighbors. If they give e good report, the pastor is safe." 

Several speakers agreed that in places where o church cannot be maintained, it 
is still possible to conduct hospitels as "a' moans of Christian witness." 

3 "Thero is no Communist surgery, no Communist medicines," one delegate pointed 
ut, adding thet "the nced for hospitals is great, and for that reason Communists in 


‘ many regions allow Christian hospitals to stay." 


He mentioned a small hospital where Commmists even an the staff to 
continue holding services and religious classes within its 

According to another delegate, who revealed there are twenty ‘Christian hospi- 
tals in Communist—hold territories at present, Communists treat these institutions in 
different ways. 

"Some have been taken over and the staff allowed to remain," he said. "However, 
Communist staff members have been added, and the Christian atmosphere thereby lost. 
In other cases, the institution has been completely taken over, the Christian staff 
dismissed, medicines and cquipment carried off, and the buildings destroyed or put to 
other uses. A few hospitals have been allowed to carry on in their own way, with 
some borrowing of medicines and equipment." 

According to the speaker, the chief difficulty hospitals in the Communist oreas 
face is the problem of getting supplies. He said he was hopeful a way might be worked 


; 
4 


4 

3 

on 
> 


| 
4 
4 


-4- 


out in cooperation with higher Communist authorities so that supplies might be sent 
in regularly without local interference, 


3 Several spenkers said it was recognized that in some cases, foreign mission- 


es, especially Americans, might be an embarrassment to the Chinese pastor-or _ 
Christinn worker. In such instances, it was urged, it might be better if the outside 
missionary evocunted. 

One speaker added thut, on the other hand, some missionaries, because of their 
experience and special skills and the confidence they have won, may be able to re- 
meji, in the Communist areas and continue making useful contributions to the Christian 

Summing up the discussion, the chairman of the meeting declared “We are all 
agreed that the Church mst never desert its mombers. Where we can serve; we must 
stay. Those who stay mst be strong in mind and body and spirit, and of deep faith. 
Living faith in Christ can meet any situation." 


The group decided that it was important to have during these critical 
days freauent, informal meetings of Board representatives especially concerned with 
work in China. Those interested are invited to meet for luncheon on Monday, November 
22nd at 12 o'clock in Room 503. It is necossary to meet at this early hour because 
some members of the group have eppointments at 1:30. Please let us know if you can 
come and especially if you wish to have us provide sandwiches and coffee. 


Rowland M. Cross. 


2 Secretary 


China Committee 
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Informal Conference 
November 22, 1948 -12:00-1:30 = Room 503 
PRESENT: Frank T. Cartwright Methodist- Division of Foreign 
Lennig Sweet Y.M.C.A. 
Fred J, Fiedler United Lutheran Church | z 
Raymond W. Schaefer American Baptist For. Mission Society | 
Miss Louise Robinson Women's Division, Methodist Church j 
Mrs. Cherles H. Sears Woman's Baptist For .Mission Society 
J. Eorl Fowler Protestant Episcopal Church 
Arnold B. Vaught Church World Service é 
Miss Catherine Briggs Y.W.C.A. | 
We C. Foirfield F.M.C. 
Le. A. Albright 
Robert J. Mclullen United Board Christian Colleges in China 
Gerald P. Winfield " " " 
Rowland M, Cross 
The following statements were made regarding the situation in China affect- % ¥ 
ing the various Boards. | ' = 
Dr. Gorturights The following cablegram was received from Nanking, dated 
November 19ths 
“SITUATION TEMPORARILY STABILIZED HERE STOP MID-CHINA 
—¢ a CONFERENCE WELL ATTENDED WITH INSPIRATION COURAGE 2 


VISION STOP ALL INSTITUTIONS REMAINING OPEN MOST 
METHODIST MEN SOME WOMEN REMAINING FOR PRESENT STOP 
MOTHERS CHILDREN REMOVED SHANGHAI." 


Dr. Fiedler: Reported a ceblogram from Tsingtao, China, that three families Ee 
with smcll children are arranging to return to the United States. A 

Tro single missionaries have elected to remain in Peiping at the Language School. 

They are exploring the possibilities of taking some missionaries to Japan. The 3 

United Lutheran Soard has advised their Mission that in case of evacuation mission- ; 

aries help Chinese workers in the matter of food and other commodities. They have : 

also advised some missionaries to seek temporary work and residence with missions in 

southern China. 


Miss Brizes: The Ye¥ieC.h. has five American Secretaries in China; two are new 4 
and at the Language School in Peiping; the other three are in the é 

region of Shanghai and have been in China for some time and have seon many changes and : 

have faced a numbor of difficult situations. Word has come from the two Secretaries 

in Peiping that they signed up to leave on the boat which was to take Americans to it 

Shanghai on November 18th. Howevor, they were not sure that they would decide to a 

leave; there was 2 possibility that tuey would stay. Their correspondence has shown b 

mixed feclings and rapid changes in the situation but in the most recent communica- 

tion they said: "Don't worry, we're now worrying." Of course, what the American 

personnel will do depends upon the decision of the National Board in China together 

with the Secretaries as individuals ond upon consultation with the Foreign Division 

@ -in-New York. 


Presbyterian Board, U.S. In response to a cable from the Executive Committee of that 
Board, a reply was received from Shanghai, dated November 
19th stating that all of thoir missionaries north of the Yangtze River were safe 
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thotgh some Haichow property had been looted and burned by the populace; that Shey 
were advising all missionaries in the danger zone to come to Shanghai. The Board 
was advised to cancel the passage of missionaries about to leave for China. 
A letter, dated November llth, from the Treasurer of their China Mission 
gives the following information: 
"Tt is not only the military situation which has caused the Consul 
General and the Embassy to send out this notice, as you will see from 
its wording. The shortage of food supplies and fuel is very acute at 
tho present time. We were threatened with the necessity of cutting 
short our Mission Meeting by several days because of this food short- 
age. Our continuance was finally made possible by the heroic efforts 
of the Chinese friends to carry on until Monday night, making it a 
session of four days not including Sunday. A severe rationing systom 
for Shanghai is being put into effect as well as in other cities. The 
new currency just adopted in August is practically in a state of 
callapse. Whereas the official rate is four Gold Yuan to one U. S. 
dollar I have heard black market quotations all the way from 23 to l 
to 80 to 1, though I know of no actual transactions at any of these 
figures. Prices, however, have sky-rocketed. It has been impossible 
to buy rice except in very small quantities and at most exorbitant 
prices. Some plans are under foot to provide some special supplies 
for American citizens, but there is a limit to what can be done along 
this line without rousing the jealousy of others. 
"Newspaper reports are to the effect that Hsuchowfu is being 
strongly attecked, or rather its outposts, and also that ocr is a 
strong force of Communists attempting to cut the railroad between 
Nanking and Hsuchowfu. We have no definite word of conditions in 
Heichow, but this morning's paper says that the Nationalists have 
withdrawn from Haichow and one report is that the city has fallen 
to the Communists though this has been unconfirmed. The McLauchlins, 
who attended Mission meeting, left for Tsingtao by plane this morn- 
ing. The general feeling is that it is not likely that the Nanking 
government will survive the economic crisis and the Communist nilitary 
attacks and’ some sort of turn-over is predicted within ao very few 
weeks." 


American Boards: Letters from missionaries in North China state that the Lutheran 

plane, St. Paul, had been chartered for November 20th to take 
two families with young children and probably two teachers from Yenching University 
to Foochow to work in the mission there; that the Consul had been given a list of 
nine missionaries who wished to be evacuated to the U.S.A. (This consists of one 
family with three young children; two single women due for furlough and one couple 
nenring the retirement age); fifteen missionaries had indicated their definite in- 
tention of remaining in Peiping and Tientsin. 

A bulletin of November 22nd gives some changes in the plans as 
stated abow; Several of the missionaries are proceeding to the Philippines for 
work there rather than returning to the United States and four missionaries 
booked to fly on the St. Poul are remaining in North China for the present. 

Amidst alJ these alaruns and excursions one missionary writes 
calmly and encourngingly of the two-day celebration for Principal Kuan of Bridgman 
Academy at Peiping, on his 70th birthday, November 5th. Gifts were presented rang— 
ing from a half~bushel of ergs to 1 swivel chair from students and alumnae, and 
speeches innumerable were made which had the ring of genuine honor and affection. Mr. 
Kuan seemed especially touched that the celebration centered in a religious service 
with the Teng Shih K'ou church filled to capacity. She writes: "He has seen one 
revolution after another and tragedy after tragedy during those 26 years he has given 
to the school, and still he preserves his faith in the future." 
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From a well-informed missionary doctor in China comes a letter dated 
November 2nd from which we quote: 

8 "We failed to evacuate the Mukden Medical College in time. They could not be 
ready by the date I suggested and wired me a few days ago to say they would be 
ready by November 6th. I had esked them to be ready not later than October. The 
planes had been booked and the ship to collect them from Tientsin, and my last word 
from Mukden arrived on the day the city fell. The only redemming feature is that 
they are all caught together, cheerfully willing to face whatever difficulties or 
obstacles may be ahead of them. We can only hope and pray that the winter will 
not be too severe for survival and that they will be able to continue their work. 

"Now, the evacuation of Peking and Tientsin is under way, and Tsingtao is also 
a place from which people are getting out. The military defeat in Manchuria has 
been a major Nationalist disester. T'aiyuanfu holds out but its days are undoubted~ 
ly numbered. There may be a brief halt before the next onward sweep of the Com- 
munist armies, but that there will be a further major offensive is beyond doubt. 

"Yore and more hospitals and mission stations are now passing behind the iron 
curtain. Information from them is scanty but it is sufficient to confirm earlier 
impressions that the Communists have modified their persecution and destructive 
tactics. Some church work is possible although pastors and evangelists mist earn 
their daily food by manuel work and must not draw on the bounty of their congrega~ 
tions. Hospitals may be able to carry on so long as their supplies last but they 
are expected to treat all patients free, and thus have no source of income from 
which to pay their staffs or to support themselves. It is difficult, not impossi- 
ble. There is some freedom of movoment but not a great deal and that is generally 
under some kind of surveillance, 

"There is no doubt that an increasing amount of Christian work is going to have 
to try to maintain itself in the Red areas." 


{ Our information bears out the news item carried by Religious News Service, 
Shanghai, under date of November 8th:"A general evacuation of American missionary 
personnel from Conmmunist—threctened ares of China is unlikely despite recommenda- 
tions made by Consular officials, according to mission headquarters here. American 
consulates have advised mothers with young children, older missionaries in failing 
health and others nearing their furlough periods, to vacate dangerous areas as soon 
as possible. ‘However,’ declares a missionary official, 'the decision has been 
left to individuals themselves,and those with whom I have talked are unanimous in 
their desire to stick to their posts.'" 


The latest letter from George Wu of the National Christian Council, dated 
November 15th contains this opening paragraph: 

"Undoubtedly you have heard distrubing news of the new development concern- 
ing the China situation. The failure of the Gold Yuan and the possible evacua~ 
tion of part of the missionaries have added some uneasiness to Church workers 
in China. But I am glad to say many of the Church leaders have expressed their 
willingness to stay on and witness for Christ under eny circumstance. We know 
the situation will become more serious as time goes on, but we are confident 
that God will lead us step by step and show us the way of overcoming our diffa— 
culties and problems. We need all your prayers and support." 


: The next Informal Conference will be 
5 12330 to 2:00 in Room 503. Kindly inform us 
wiches and coffee. 
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held on Wednesday, December lst, 
if you wish to have us provide sand- 
Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary 
3 China Committee 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 
156 Fifth Averme, New York 10, N.Y. China-39 
Far Eastern Joint Office CONFIDENTIAL | 
a CHIN A_ COMMITTEE {not for publication) December 2, 1948 
Informal Conference 
December 1, 1948 - 12230-3300 - Room 503 
PRESENT: Frank T. Cartwright Methodist—Division of Foreign Missions 
E. A. Fridell American Baptist For. Mission Society : 
Lennig Sweet 
Miss Helen Shirk United Lutheran Church : 
Miss Louise Robinson Woman's Division, Methodist Church 
Mrs. Charles H. Sears Woman's Baptist For. Mission Society A 
Arnold B. Vaught Clarch World Service 4 
Miss Mildred Owen Y.W.C.A. 
We C. Fairfield F.M.C. 
Lumm Shafer Reformed Church in America 
D. J. Cumning Presbyterian, U.S. 7 
Je W. Decker I.M.C. J 
Robert J. Mcllullen United Board Christian Colleges in Ching 4 
Rowland M. Cross , 
Reports were made by the different Boa‘ds and organizations represented at 2 
the meeting. 
United Lutheran; | Two families are on the way .ome. Of two missionaries in the 
S Language School, one woman i: returning to the United States and 


one man is staying in Peiping. The hospital at Isingtao is to carry on. 


Presbyterian U.S. We quote from their Bulletin of November 29th: 

"The news which comes from Cjina is full, but continues to be . = 
confused, and this is due first to the difficulti:s of communication, but still more if 
to the fact that the situation in China itself grows in its confusion." 5. 

"All of our missionaries are s:ife and accounted for either in 
Shanghai or Tsingtao, or in several of the stations south of the Yangtze where there Z 
is some possibility of the Communists being stopp d in their drive southward. Mr. 4 
Currie, however, is in Haichow or its vicinity. |'e was last seen when a ship attempt- 4 
ed to evacuate him and he refused to come out beceuse the 200 Chinese Christian 
leaders with him could not be taken out at the same time. 

"By action of the Ad-Interim Committee of the Mission its members 
have been classified as to priority in evacuation, and upon the strong advice of the 
American authorities and the procedure being follcwed by other Missions a group con- 
sisting of those with young children, the older missionaries near retirement age, and 
any who are sick are being sent out in the first group. 

“Except in the cases as indicated in this first classification, 
all missionaries have been given the privilege of deciding themselves whether to stay 
on and risk being in places occupied by the Communists or not. A number of the 
missionaries have elected to stay on thus even though the Communists take over the 
area where they are living. 

"There is some possibility that a group of the new missionaries @ 
with a few of the older ones can be evacuated to the Philippines in order that they 

q~ be nearer to China for possible reopening of the work in the future." 


"So far as word has yet reac va the others (about 25) im the 
North China Mission (Peiping-Tunghsien, Shansi) are not 
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to move - for the present at any rate. (This statement supersedes references in any 
of the interim bulletins to other possible transfers). But circumstances alter 
~>eases, and as close a watch as possible will be kept on developments in all direc- 
~tions. Yenching University’s attitude is typical. Through its Executive Secretary, 
Dwight Edwards, it has reported that 'the course recommended by the campus authori- 
ties' is to ‘remain open in the hope of reaching a modus vivendi whereby the univer- 
sity can run with some measure of independence still bearing its Christian witness.’ . 
The PUMC and Fu Jen (the Roman Catholic University) plan to stay on. The National 
City Bank in Tientsin, has not decided to move; the Peiping and Tientsin Consulates 
will continue. This seems also to be the policy of the national universities. The 
Communist radio at Yenan has expressed regret that so many foreigners are planning to 
leave. It is generally felt that it will be easier to stay through the overturn and 
adjust to the new situation than to reenter after the overturn, having meanwhile with 
drawn. Time will tell whether such decisions are the wisest, and hearty support has 
been given those who for one reason or another have felt it desirable to go else- 


where." 


Baptist Board: Reports in Bulletin dated December firsts 
"Indications are that the majority of the East China missionaries plan 
to leave China in accordance with advice given by the American Consultate. Letters 
received today from West China indicate that conditions are currently somewhat more 
stable in Szechwan Province; South China is evidently less disturbed than is the 
Yangtze valley as indicated by the fact that our missionaries there are suggesting 
the possibility of using in South China a few of the missionaries who may find it 
necessary to leave the more troubled areas. 
"It has been our hope that certain missionaries who are in excellent 
health might find it possible to serve in our Japan or Philippine Missions in order 
, to strengthen the work in these fields and also to be more readily accessible to 
« China if doors which might now be closing should be suddenly opened again. We know 
from history that these changes often come with unexpected suddenness." 


Methodist Board: The following confidential cablegram dated November 30th was re- 
ceived from Shanghai: 
"REGRETFULLY REPORT INCREASING NUMBER OF CHINESE METHODIST 
LEADERS LOWER YANGTZE BELIEVE ALL AMERICAN MISSIONARIES 
SHOULD LEAVE BEFORE POSSIBLE NEW REGIME THUS RELIEVE 
EMBARRASSMENT AND DIFFICULTY FOR CHINESE CHURCH. TRANSFER 
SOME MISSIONARIES WITH UNCERTAINITY (HESITATINGLY) TO 
OTHER CHINA REGIONS. HAVE COMMUNICATED MANILA, SINGAPORE, 
INDIA. ARE ANY ACCEPTABLE JAPAN." 


In reply the Methodist Board sent the following cable or December firsts 


"NOTIFY CHINA BISHOPS,CHINA COMMITTEE FMC MET TODAY 
REPRESENTING THIRTEEN BOARDS FEEL SYMPATHETIC CON- 
CERN YET APPROVE FIELD DECISIONS QUALIFIED MISSION- 
ARIES VOLUNTARILY WORK WITH ANY REGIME AND APPROVE 
EVACUATION AS DECIDED ON FIELD. ALSO ASKED JAPAN 
INTERBOARD CONSIDER TRANSFER SELECTED CEINA MISSION~ 
ARIES JAPAN. METHODIST SECRETARIES JAPAN AND CHINA 
ADVISE NO MISSIONARIES TRANSFER WITHOUT OFFICIAL 
WORD FROM JAPAN. ASSURE CHINESE AND MISSIONARIES OUR 
ABIDING CONFIDENCE PRAYERS." 
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"MANILA REQUESTS FEW SINGLE MISSIONARY TEACHERS AND OTHERS. 
SINGAPORE REQUESTS ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN RELIGIOUS EDUCA- j 
TION THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL ALSO TWO EVANGELISTIC MARRIED ¢ 
MISSIONARIES. THREE PREACHERS ENGLISH CHURCHES TEACHING 

4 ) ENGLISH SCHOOLS. THREE EDUCATIONAL MEN. EIGHT WOMEN 
TEACHERS. DO YOU AUTHORIZE TRANSFERS OF PHYSICALLY OTHER~ 
WISE QUALIFIED CHINA MISSIONARIES WHO CANNOT NOW WISELY : 
BE SENT OTHER CHINA REGIONS NOR REMAIN HERE. QUICK DE- 


CISIONS MAY BE REQUIRED PREVENTING PROMPT EVACUATIONS | 
AMERICA." : 


Bishop Z. T. Kaung of the Methodist Church at Peiping in a letter dated ) 
November 17th writes: 


"We feel we have a witness to make even when we are under their ; | 
regime. The Christian religion is non-political in nature but is funda- } ; 
mental to the lives of men. Without it may could have no vision, no airn, ; 
no contribution. People may be able to get along for a while depending . ) : f 
solely upon materialism but the hunger for the very best, that is for God, | : | 
can never be satisfied in anything but His love and His life. With this 


confidence we have some which will be needed by people whieh 
tians alone can give e to here Cc 


are not allowed tc warn by words and work we can certs fitness by 
our deeds and life. For the e be we und an omy e 
of regulations or rulings of the new regime bt our spirits will not be 


bound by an ng. We will be free in the th and in the life of God. 
Ne can be living witnesses at an ime under any circumstances. We think 
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I. In view of the situation, should the attempt be made to bring Chinese Christian 
leaders to North America? 


One Board reported a request for Chinese ‘eatin to come to the United Stctes. 
Other Boards reported that the tendency was the other way: some Chinese now in 
North America are hurrying back to China, feeling that they want to be in their 
homes with their families and their work when the turnover takes place. Some have 
expressed an anxiety to return but have been requested by their organization in 
China to remain to complete their study. In this connection it was stated that 


Chinese students here cn government grants are in difficult straits as the grants Bh 
will be cut off in the near future. 4 


II. Can funds be gotten into Communist areas? 


Those who stay must understand that they face the possibility of not getting 
funds from the outside. However, continued pressure will be made to get funds to 


missionaries in Communist territories. During the war, relief agencies did succeed 
in getting considerable amounts to Communist and enemy—held regions. 


« Should new missionaries be sent to China now? 


If they have had less than one year of language study they should remain for 
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nities in Japan for temporary service for China missionaries. On December lst, the 
following cable was dispatched by Mr. Bovenkerk, Secretary of the Interboard Com- 


"SOME MEMBER BOARDS EVACUATING CHINA MISSIONARIES STOP IF BOARDS 
SEND EMERGENCY SUPPLIES COULD COUNCIL ABSORB SOME MISSIONARIES 
ON TEMPORARY BASIS CONSULT SCAP STOP ADVISE QUICKLY NUMBER TYPE 
AND DENOMINATIONAL AFFILIATION STOP CROSS SUGGESTS COMMISSION 
CANVASS OTHER DENOMINATIONS. 


Meanwhile, a letter from Dr. Mayer, writing in Tokyo on November 24, 1948, stated— 
"Have you thought of sending some of the China missionaries to Japan in case any of 
them have to evacuate?" which indicates that our cablegram will find the Japan mis~ 
sionaries already considering this subject. The reports from Boards, given in 
earlier part of this bulletin, show plans that are going forward for transfer of 
workers to the Philippines and other countries of the Orient. 


VII. Deputation to Washington 


In view of the critical problems which the Mission Boards are now facing, the 
meeting asked Dr. Decker, Dr. Cartwright, and the Secretary to go to Washington to 
confer with Far Eastern Division officials at an early date, (Later— arrangements 


‘) have been made for a conference with William W. Butterworth,Jr., Chief of the Far 


Language study {n North Ameriet. This applies to misgienaries for all parts of 
| China. New missionaries shoulé act be encouraged to go to North China or to the 
> Yangtze Valley tut, after fiel4 consultation, approval would be given to their going 
~* e other places in China, Mecavhile, the search for new candidates should be con- 
Aimed, end they should be put into training at once. 
IV. Paseperte 
) Tt was reperted thet no American passports ere being issued to persons to any 
pert of Chins. The question was raised as to whether we should make an effort to 
Uke Listed with te cone Parte of nine. | 
in-the Sato Cimmmist advance be evacuated? If 20, 
. where to? | 
It wap fdlt that a wholesale shift ef missionaries to other parts of Chine with 
the hope of their returning te evacuated areas later was unwise. Where there is & 
situation in cen Yangtse and the military and propagandy 
increased denger in that region. Board would atteapt to de- 
nfsésionarfies should evacuate, but the principle, as statéd above, 
Yo more Christian colleges are being advised to evacuate. © 
tte Burope that it was possible to stay in Communist territory when 
Ble te go back in after ene had once left. While no Board is urging 
. [ERR to stay, it is encouraging and supporting those who do. oe 
_ Missionary service in other parts ef the Orient. 
The Secretary was asked to take up with the Interboard Committee the cpportu- : 


| Eastern Division, Friday morning, Decenbep Syd, conferences will be held 
during the day.) 


The of the Chine Group gilli be held 


the results of the erences | Please tet us know by early 


morning if you wish to have us get sendwiches eadfor ceffee for you. 


report 
Monday 
Rewlend Cross 
Seeretary 
China Committee 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A, 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y, China-40 
Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE _ (not tor publication) December 10, 1948 
China Situation 
Informal Conference 
December 6, 1948 - 12:00-3:00 - Room 503 

PRESENT : E. A. Fridell American Baptist For. Mission Society 
Lennig Sweet Y.M.C.A. 
Miss Helen Shirk United Lutheran Church 
Mrs. Charles H. Sears _ Woman's Baptist For. Mission Society 
Arnold B. Vaught Church World Service 
Miss Margaret E. Forsyth Y.W.C.A. 
W. C, Fairfield F.M.C. 
J. W. Decker I.M.C. 
Gerald P, Winfield United Board Christian Colleges in China 
Paul H. Collyer American Bible Society 
Rowland M. Cross 

Report of Deputation to Washington 


The deputation consisting of Dr. Decker, Dr. Cartwright and the Secretary 
of the China Committee had a day of conferences in Washington on December 3rd. The 
report was presented by Mr. Cross with a supplementary statement by Dr. Decker. Dr. 
Cartwright was in Buck Hill Falls for a conference of Methodist Board Secretaries and 
was unable to be present for this meeting of our China group. 


The officials with whom we talked welcomed the opportunity to discuss the 
Brine situation with mission executives and we felt well rewarded by our interviews 
with them. It is not appropriate to report much of our conference but a few signifi- 


cant impressions should be listed here. 


The United States Government proposes to discharge existing obligations but 
will try to avoid becoming deeply involved in a civil war. The Embassy and Consulate 
staff are to be maintained in Chinese cities; wives of officials and children and 
"female" secretaries are to be allowed to remain but will be given the option of trans- 
ferring to other places if they wish. The United States Consulate advised all who do 
not have “compelling” reasons for remaining to leave. The urgency of the American note 
in the North was to get people out while transportation was available before freezing 
in the harbor, etc. The latest advices up to December 3rd were that of the 600 
Americans in Peiping, 250 have evacuated. Of the 160 in Tientsin, 45 have evacuated. 


The Consular and Army language schools in Peiping are continuing. 


In general the government approves of Americans with "compelling" reasons, 
and this is interpreted quite liberally, remaining at their posts. The government 
would expect to @ijlp in extreme emergency if necessary to evacuate but it is not ex- 
pected that U.S. planes will be available indefinitely. 


With regard to funds, no guarantee can be made that they can be gotten into 
Communist territory. However, no embargo on funds or supplies for Americans in 
Communist areas is contemplated. It is a hazardous undertaking to remain in Communist | 
territory. This will be especially true at the time of a turnover. 


j Passports are not now being issued to any part of China, but missionaries 

experienced or new without dependents and who have “compelling” reasons for 
returning may be given passports if cleared through the Far Eastern Division. The 
Far Eastern Division would welcome having the Foreign Missions Conference act as a 
clearing house for missionaries to return. 
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The meeting concerned itself largely with a discussion of the implications 
of the deputation report. The following items of interest have come to the Secre- 
” tary's office since of December first. 


N 
Presbyterion U.S.A- - Bulletin dated 1948: 


"Many rumors are afloat. Opinions from those in China are almost uniformly 
pessimistic as to the near future. The policy being followed by mission boards 
and also by large business concerns is to stand by as long as possible, await- 
ing a hoped for change in the situation. We shall relocate as many families as 
housing permits in our work in Runan and South China. If further evacuations 
become necessary, plans are already being set for temporary transfer of certain 
families to our work in the Philippines, Siam, and India..... 

"Our Chinese friends who are in this country for study are carrying ea very 
heavy load upon their hearts. The tragic plight of their country added to 
their great anxiety for their own families weighs upon them. Miss Grace Yuan, 
the capable principal of our School of Gentleness for Girls in Peiping who is 
: studying at Hartford, is, with our full approval, returning by an early plane 
re to her school in Peiping in order to resume her leadership of the school before 
the anticipated turnover. 

"Our field administrators, carrying the many heavy responsibilities of 
decision in these pressing matters related to the welfare of our missionary 
force and the conservation of our Christian work, all of our missionaries in 
the affected areas facing very difficult personal decisions, and our Chinese 
friends and colleagues, all these should have our constant prayers. Tie spirit 
of the Chinese Church and our Chinese Christians is expressed well by 4 state- 
ment of one of our North China pastors: 

‘Our Christian duty is to continue to preach and teach as if 

3 we expected liberty. We've no right to shut down and run 
without even bothering to find out if we'll be allowed to 
stay.'" 


Methodist - N.Y. Times Article, December lst: 


"Fewer than 30 Methodist missionaries, out of a total of more than 300 
now stationed in China, are being evacuated to the United States. Many 
of the 30 evacuees are older missionaries in line for retirement, some 
are in ill health, some are mothers of young children." 


American Board - From a missionary in Tientsin, letter dated Oct. 5th: 


| "Yesterday was World-liide Communion Sunday...Perhaps you will sense the 

4 undercurrents and overtones of a World-Wide Communion Service here in — 
Tientsin, and the thoughts that ran through my mind as I held in my 
hand the tiny crumb of bread (which we almost didn't have because 
flour has suddenly become so hard to get). What but that Table of 
Remembrance could have brought me to this land of struggle, of 
ignorance, of indifference? Why did I feel that to have David Stowe's 

voice and mine part of the Chinese choir as it sang 'In Christ There 

y Is No East nor West' gave our song a power that should send it far 

j out beyond our congregation? Because for me those words surge up 
out of years of the strains and joys of being used in the creation of 
‘One World,’ -- of being misunderstood and forgiven, of being lifted 

4) up out of disappointment by a Chinese friend's deep caring." 
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"Dr. Ralph Mortensen, China representative of the American Bible Society 
reports that the joint office of the American, British and Scottish Societies 
in China - known as the China Bible House - is shipping half a million copies 
of the Scriptures by a plane to Tientsin, Peiping, Sian, Lanchow, Chengtu, 
Chungking end Kunming. The deliveries to Tientsin and Peiping have already 
been completed. These deliveries by air are made necessary by the spread of 
Communist forces and the difficulties of communication. 

"Dr. Mortensen reports that the general situation is agitated but is 
settling. The work of the Bible Societies is facing difficulties but with 
confidence. No evacuations of staff are being planned except the transferring 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Marthinson from Kalgan in Mongolia to Lanchow in Kansu. 

"Dr. Mortensen anticipates that if difficulties arise in Nanking and 
Shanghai, it is likely that families will be evacuated but that the senior 
missionaries and business executives will remain." 


News From China 


from Rev. C. N han 3 
"Chinese Christian leaders are facing the future courageously, though 
dismayed at the precipitancy of American evacuations." 


Overseas Newsletter from Vic 


om Victor Hayward. 
An eight page Overseas Newsletter has been received from Victor Hayward. 
This will be mimeographed and sent out later. 


An article by Frank Price."Bitter Dilemma in China" giving a clear picture of the 


forces and parties in the present dillema and the place of the church and the mission- 


ary in the present situation, has been received. This was written for the Christian 


Century and a reference copy sent to this office. If it does not appear in the 
Christian Century soon, we may have it copied. 


The reaction of our Chinese colleagues: 
Dean William Hung of Yenching said recently: "This is China's darkest hour." 


Dean T. C. Chao of Yenching, at the close of the biennial meeting of the N.C.C. said: 
"I am returning to Peiping - to Yenching - with joy. Not because I 
am in favor of Communism, but because the church must face a new 


situation, realistically, positively, hopefully." 


statement by ni outstanding Christian leaders, which is not for 
publication, reached the office ‘Deocatias 10th. This is so important that it is 
being mimeographed as a separate document. The following paragraphs from the accom~ 
panying letter of George Wu, dated December Ath,are significant: 

"following the biennial meeting the staff of the N.C.C. had two days 
retreat in discussing about our policy concerning the present situation. It 
has been decided that our Headquarters will remain in Shanghai, while we seek 
to have a few regional offices in other parts of China. 

"We hope to have one in Peiping very soon. We are hoping to open a 
liaison office in Hongkong if Shanghai is cut off. In case of necessity 
we may have one office in West China and one office perhaps in Fukien. 

"The news in recent days is both disturbing and discouraging and yet 


3 most of our workers have decided to carry on irrespective of the possible 


changes in our environment. The next few years are most important years; 
they are determining years for the place of the Christian Church in China..." 


Rowland M. Cross, Secretary 
China Committee 


American Bible Society 


Foreign Missions Conferenge of N.A. China-4l 
156 Fifth Avemue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eastern Joint Office : 
——_—-—_— CHINA COMMITTEE (NOT FOR PUBLICATION) December 13, 1948 


China is facing a great crisis. Its effect on the Christian church is a concern 
of us ell. Any action taken at this time will have its full significance in the days 
to come. Although we cannot as yet see our future very cleerly, we are perfectly con- 
fident thet God will lead us step by step. We are equally confident that the Chris- 
tian churches in China will stund the test which comes from the present storm. 


Because of the emergency situction, the question of missioncry evacuations his 
caused a great deal of concern emong many missionzries as well as Chinese Christians. 
Many of us heve been asked by our missionary friends to express our opinion concerning 
the question of evacustion. Although we are not in « position to offer advice, we 
fee] it our duty and privilege to express our convictions upon tee plicce of missionz- 
rics in Chins at this time of great crisis and opportunity. 


First it is our conviction that the Christian church in Chine needs missionaries 
now more than ever before. Their leadership, sacrifice and devotion have given us 
both inspiration and cncouraegement. We appreciate the spirit in which so many stayed 
in China during the recent war, or returned to China after the wer, and the contribu- 
tion that they are making today «s representatives of the Church Universal. 


Secondly we cre convinced of the great significance and importence of the ecu- : 
. menical character of our Christian church. Since nationalism and secularism are : 
—@ —unsring strength, it is more important for the Christian church to stress the ‘ 
| ecumenicity of its cheracter. At this time when the world is drifting apart towards ! 
different ideological and political camps, the Christian ideal of the Fatherhood of | 
God and the Brotherhood of Man should be strongly upheld. The ecumenical fellowship 
of Christians all over the worid is a reality. Herein lies the strength of our Churh | 

It is only natural that we should find th ectual expression of this ecumenical tie 

and fellowthip in our churches. 


We fully understend the reasons why some missionaries - aged or near retirement, 
in poor health, or with responsibilities for families of smell children ~ should with- ! 
draw temporerily from denger zones. We agree that difficulties would be greeter and : 
possibilities of for missionaries who leck cortcin types of trzining and 
experience, acquaintance with the Chinese people and lenguuge, and ability to adapt : 
themselves to radically new conditions of work. 


However, we wish et this time to express our confidence in our missionary co- 
workers, our affection for them, and our exrnest hope tlat a strong nucleus or "taak 
force" of each mission will remain to share with us the problems and opportunities of 
the deys ehcad. We would be sorry to see any precipitate movement of missionaries 

. away from China which might further reduce the morale of the Chinese people end Chines 
church, or suggest that the Christian world fellowship cannot transcend domestic 
strains end internetional tensions, or that it does not fully sympathize with the 
Chinese church in this crisis. Of course conditions vary from province to province 
and city tocity. In some areas the advice of Chinese friends might be in line with 
thet of consular authorities - that missionaries for their own sake and the sake of 
the church should temporarily evacuate. However, we believe that in meny arees and 
under many conditions, the witness of the missionary as well as of the Chinese Chris- 
tian lenders end church members will be strongly needed. Some missionaries might well 
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move temporarily from one area to another, or undertake special types of work in the 
emergency. The misgionary who decides to stay would have to face all possible even- 
tualities and this would make his decision of even greater influence, now and in the 


future of the Christian movement in China, 


We cannot believe that all doors will be closed to Christian witness and service, 
to medical and relief work, to Christian worship and fellowship, to demonstration of | 
true Christian feith and love. God will close some doors to open others, God can 
make the wrath of man to praise Him, With confidence in His sustaining grece end 
power, the Chinese Church faces the uncertain future. We pray that some of our mis- 
sionary brothers and sisters will stand by us and share with us the perils and the 
promises of this fateful period in China’s history. 


December 4, 1948 


Devid W. K. Au 
T. C. Bau 
Cheng Fu-liang 
S. J. Chuan 

Y. Hu 

S. K. Ing 
Henry Lin 

H, ©, Ling 
Lewis Mason (Meson Loh) 
R, Y. Lo 

J. Usang Ly 
Mao Keh-tsung 
Chester S. 
Robert Sheng 
Tsai Kwel 

H. H. Tsui 
George K. 36 Wu 


Wu Ke-ming 
S. U. Zau 


Secretery 
China Committee 


| 
Rowland M, Cross 


FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE OF NORTH AMERICA 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


December 13, 1948 


CHINA BOARD SECRETARIES 


Dear Friends: 


The Department of State has sent us SPEEDLETTERS with the following infor- 
mation from the American Consulate General at Shenghai:— 


The missionaries listed below left Shenghsai for the United Stctes aboard 
the USS Anderson on December 4: 


Andrew Allison 
dJemes Hamilton Ware 


From Shanghai for the U.S. aboard the USS Butner on November 22, expecting to dock 
at San Frencisco approximately December 21: 


Ernest ond Mary Kelhofer 

Esther Olson 

Henri, Berkeley, Richard end 
Juenet Pickens 

Charles Reeder 


USS Butner from Tsingtao: 
Ivan V. end Edith Larson 


USS Butner from Tientsin via Tsingtao: 


Mrs. W. H. Adolph Alice Clara Reed 

James and Robert Cochran Elizebeth Wright 
Dr. Alma L. Cooke . Archibald Baletho 


From Shanghei for the U.S. aboard the USAT Republic on December 1, expecting to 
dock at Seattle approximately December 233 


Pauline Pittard Martha C. Wilson 
Arthur S., Jr., James P., Gardner Lewis 
Peul G., end David Gillespie Viola and Rodger Lewis 
nk Normen Lorentz 
John Walker Elinor Joyce Winn 
Lucy Boone Ethel & Ora Woodberry 
John Wilmot Anite Ruth Irwin end William F.,J1 
Edward Francis Vinson Jessie Woodrow 
James Morrison William Frencis, III, and 
Alice Junkin 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary 
China Committee 


~ 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


Y.W.C.A. All foreign secretaries are now in Shanghai. The genera]. mood of both the 
Chinese Committee and the American staff is not defeatist but for carrying 
on the program. It is impossible to make budgets in advance. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. China-42 a 
Far Eastern Joint Office ‘CONFIDENTIAL ’ 

- China Situation 

Informal Conference 
| antes 13, 1948 - 12:00-3:00 - Room 503 

PRESENT: “Prank T. Cartwright Methodist-Division of Foreign Missions | 
A. Fridell American Baptist For. Mission Society 
“Lennig Sweet Y.M.C oA. 
“Miss Helen Shirk United Lutheran Chyrch : 
“Mrs. Charles H. Sears Woman's Baptist For. Mission Society ; 
VArnold B. Vaught Church World Service : 
~Miss Margaret E. Forsyth Y.W.C.A. 
“Luman Shafer Reformed Church in America 3 
~2J, W. Decker I.M.C. 
H. Collyer American Bible Society 
“Rowland M. Cross 
/Gerald Winfield 7 ny Board Christian Colleges in China 3 
Board News Items 


Reformed Board: Amoy is quiet; two women will probably come out. It ia reported 
that thirty-three have left the Shanghai American School, but the 
S School hopes to complete the term without vacation and then qecitn 


whether or not to continue. 


Seventh Day Adventist: Five families returning to U.S.A.; 3 from Peiping and 
Tsingtao; 2 from Shanghai. Seven families and one single 


woman remaining in Shanghai. Of these, several have made up their minds to stay 
through whatever comes. Two families from Central China being sent to Formosa; about 
five or six families being relocated in South China. About ten families, younger 
workers, will remain in the Hongkong-Kowloon area and study language. 


United Lutheran: § The Board has given its missionaries the privilege, if necessary 
to evacuate, of returning to America or going to some other place 


in China. At present all who are not on the way home are in Tsingtao. 


The following matters of policy were discussed: 


1. What plans should be made regarding missionaries who are evacuated to the 
U.S.? In this connection it was felt that it would not be wise or possible to keep 
missionaries waiting for a long time to return to China. But there was general agrec 
ment that the Boards should try to keep young missionaries or more experienced missior 
aries who are tc return to China for a period of six montos or more before deciding 
whether they can return or not. At the end of that period it was thought there 
would have been a change in the government and a reasonable understanding -f *he con- 

ij ditions to be faced could be ascertained. 


2. Correspondence. It is well to remember that there is some cencorship in 
China by both parties. Letters are freer from censorhip than cablegrams. 
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3. Stockpile of provisions. The Methodist Board is authorizing their treas- 
urerin China to make a six months' advance if he thinks there is good opportunity to 
purchase stores. Ordinarily the treasurer has the right to use one-twelfth of the 
annual budget on his own discretion. 


4. The question was raised as to whether it would not be advisable to plan to 
have a group of young missionaries studying somewhere "on the fringe of China” in 
Siam, Philippines, Malaya or elsewhere, preparing for work in Communist areas, or 
Communist dominated, where the challenge of Communism must be faced. 


5. A Conference on Communism and the Program in China is to be held 
near New York City, February 10 to 12, 1949. This will be the dremel Meeting of the 
China Committee and you are urged to save these dates, Definite information oo 
ing the place of meeting will be sent to you later. 


| The next meeting of this Informal Group will be held December 20 at 
12 o'clock sharp in Room 503, 156 Fifth Avenue. A summary of letters from Chine on 
what is going on in Communist dominated areas will be given. Kindly let us know 
whether or not you wish us to order sandwiches or coffee for you. 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary, China Committee 


News from Chine. A letter from Henry Fenn, President of the College of Chinese 
Studies, dated December 8th was received just before this bulletin 


was ready to go to press. It reads as follows: 


"Gardner (Tewksbury) and I are both planning to leave sometime next week 
if the flights of the Lutheran plane permit. We shall probably go to Shanghai 
and try there to get sailing for the States. We have in mind the Army Trans~- 
port GENERAL BRECKENRIDGE which is scheduled to sail from Shanghai December 27th. 

"So far we have had no word from Connie and the twins or from Carol 
Tewksbury after they left Tsingtao November 26th. We hear that the transport 
goes by way of Tokyo, Guam and Pearl Harbor to San Francisco, arriving there 
December 2lst. 

"We have dismissed most of the servants and all but nine members of the 
teaching staff. These nine will carry the remaining 17 students to the end 
of the term if possible. So many of the remaining students are doing advanced 
work on the tutorial basis that it will require nine teachers to handle them. 
Of course the list of nine teachers includes Mr. Jang, who will do the adminis— 
trative work, and Mr, Jin, whose work is almost entirely on materials. There 
are several items for him to wind up. 

"The over-all responsibility I am handing over to Trevor Bowen who plans to 
stay for some time at PUMC. We are placing a foreign caretake in house #1 as 
soon as Bowen can find the man he wants. It was finally decided not to attempt 
moving the library, chiefly because the National Library turned down our re- 
quest that they house our collections. Other universities simply do not have 
the facilities for housing it. So we are putting the art objects into the 
library and locking it up. I am afraid we just have té-teke our chances on 
its surviving. The Soundscriber equipment is to be loaned to Yenching Universit,. 

"We have taken in 90 students from the American Board Middle School in 


a) Paoting, who are refuging here in Peiping. Next weck we expect an additional 


400 students from the Government Middle School in Paoting. These two schools 
will combine and carry on a program on our premises." 


R.M.C, 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. : China~-43 
Far Eastern Joint Office oe 
(not for publication) _ December 22, 1948 _ 
China Situation 
Informal Conference 
December 20, 1948 = 12:00-2:30 — Room 503 
PRESENT: Frank T. Cartwright Lennig Sweet 
Lloyd S. Ruland Arnold B. Vaught 
E. A. Fridell Gerald Winfield 
Luman Shafer W. C. Fairfield 
Mrs. Charles H. Sears Earl H. Cressy -—Kennedy School of 
Paul H. Collyer Missions- Hartford 
R. M. Cross 


Board News Items 


Presbyterian U.S.A. The Board has given its approval to the leasing of the Phillips 
House in Hongkong. Several other organizations proposed that it 


be a joint thing but the Presbyterian Board felt that it would be simpler if they 
took the responsibility for it with space not required by the Presbyterians available 
for others. Mrs. Walline has agreed to be housekeeper. 

A letter from Sam Moffett stated that he had an invitation to 
serve temporarily om the School of Religion in Yenching and is planning to stay 
there with the rest of the people. James Crothers has been invited to teach English 
at Yenching and is also remaining there. A plane went into Hunan carrying consular 
"advice" to evacuate. Some of the Board's inexperienced missionaries there felt that 
they should come out without waiting to consult headquarters in Shanghai. These 
missionaries are now en route to the U.S. and the Board has granted them a first term 
furlough for study. 

Two missionaries were unable to get to Tsinan because of letters 
which they were carrying. Dr. Ruland said that people ought not to discuss the China 
situation in their letters to friends in China. 

A full report letter from Tsinan tells of missionaries still 
having freedom of action. A delegation from Weihsien reported that they are having 
people coming in regularly to give indoctrinating lectures on Communism but the Com 
munists place no restrictions on missionary interpretation of the lectures. The 
Weihsien group reported that many Communists come to call upon them and it has been 
found thet these Communists are ignorant of the whole situation with regard to 
Christianity. They have been fed up with misinformation and are engor to hear the 
other side of the case and especially to inquire about Christianity. They are dumb 
founded when they learn that Christianity advocates such things as "love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself." There is a wonderful opportunity to stay there and interpret 
Christianity and the social.concern of the Christian religion. 


Baptist Board: Six missionaries from China are now in the Philippines; two in 
: Japan; two leaving for the U.S. who are nearing retirement; 

three continuing at the Univorsity of Shanghai until the end of the semester; three 

still et Ningpo who are the only missionaries away from Shanghai now in East China. 


United Board Christian 
Colleges in China: Report has come that mail can get into Tsinan and if mailed to 


some one there it can be relayed elsewhere. A recent letter 
tated that the Research Institute of the East China University of the Communists 
has taken up quarters on the campus. 


‘Dr. Fride}l Reported that the Shanghai American School had decided to carry on 
through the spring term. 191 American students have left the school 
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but have not left China; 235 had registered and agreed to stay through the 
term. Mr. Andrew of the C.I.M. said that his Board has sent out 26 people to China 
the latter part of October, November and early December. A week ago they sent two 


families to Shanghai. They are sending everybody that has planned to go and was 


prepared to go. 
The Woman's Board of the United Church of Canada has sent a single mission- 
ary to China. No one of that Board has left West or South China. 


theran: One single missionary who was planning to return to the U.9. de~ 

cided to stay although all her freight had been sent on so that she will have to 

rely upon her hand luggage. One family bas now arrived in San Francisco. The Joint 
Ueiwvzan C ttee C reported: "There was a general discussion about the 

whole situation and certain resolutions were agreed upon: (1) That it seemed wise to 
evacuate all missionaries from areas of Communist occupation or threatened by Com- 
munists; (2) That any replacement of missionaries in South China should be made in 
consultation with other Lutheran mission institutes and Dr. Schiotz of the LWF and 

the officers of the Lutheran Church in China, and (3) Others who cannot be profitably 
re-employed or relocated should return to the U.S.A. or possibly seek work in some 


nearby country such as Japan." 


b 


Church World Service: Important Notice 


Mr. Fort of CWS reported that he has sent word to San Francisco and New York 
to have a bonded room in each warehouse to which missionary freight and baggage, 


which evacuating missionaries are bringing home from China, may be put in custody. 
It can then be examined in that room a customs official and afterwards shipped to 
the place designated by the missionary. At the same time Mr. Fort is making overtures 


in Washington to get exemption of all duty on missionary goods. 


A missionary of the Free Methodist Mission from Chengchow reports that her 
work has been moving forward. The school, hospitals and relief program are carrying 
on. The Communists do not oppose money coming from American churches provided it is 
used for schools, hospitals or relief work. They object to any money being paid for 
the support of ministers. She is returning with the approval of American authorities. 


Newspaper clippings from Shanghai report that Communists of the underground 
in Shanghai have sent notices to business concerns and a welfare organization, telling 
them that they cannot dispose of any goods on hand but that they will be held 
accountable for all goods. 


The Secretary reported in some detail the results of 2 questionnaire that 
had been sent out to people in North China, Shanghai and Nanking asking for factual 
information with regard to wheat was happening in Communist dominated areas and what 
might be expected to be the opportunities for Christian work, especially Christian 
education in Communist areas. Confidential replies to this inquiry were received 
from one Canadian, two Britishers and six Americans who are either mission secretaries 
of cooperative undertakings or members of the facultios of Yenching and Nanking 
Universities. A summarized statement with quotations from these different corres— 


pondents will be given in a separate report. 


In General: The various members of the group reported that buildings in process 
of construction should be and are being completed tit that no new 
money be sent out for building purposes, although the Methodists are sending some 


money for completing buildings in Fukien. 
Headquarters of most of the mission and church bodies will continuo 
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in Shanghai as at present but offices for business transactions are to be opened in 
Hongkong by the Presbyterian U.S.A., China Colleges, the — and the ion 


Mission Treasurers. 


The Peking American School closed December 17th. Whether or not it will . 
reopen in January or February has not been decided. 


You are reminded again of the important M which the China 
ttee will hold February 10-12, 1949 at some place near New York City. In 


preparation for that meeting I would urge you to read the book CHRISTIANITY AND 
COMMUNISM by Professor John C. Bennett, published by the Association Press. This 
makes a real contribution to our thinking "with respect to the meaning respectfully 
of Christianity and Communism in the present period of conflict." 


It was VOTED that meetings of this Informal Group be held each Monday at 
noon with the exception of January 3, 1949. Instead of having a a meeting in New 
York during the first week in January, the same informal group meeting of Board 
Secretaries will be held at Buck Hill Falls in connection with the FMC Conference, 


at 5:00 P.M. Wednesday, January 5th. 
The next meeting of this grcup will be held December 27, 1948 at 12 


o'clock sharp in Room 503. This will be a very important meeting and we urge 
you all to come. Mr. Paul B. Anderson of the Y.M.C.A., who has had long experience 
in "Y" work in Communist areas of Europe, will tell us what his experience shows as 


* to methods and principals of doing Christian work in Communist controlled areas. 


No China Secretary who can be present should miss this talk by Mr. Anderson. 


—_m place your order if you wish luncheon. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Comnittee 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. China-44 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eestern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE December 28, 1948 
ETTER MISS ONAR’ $0t IETIES REGARDING EMERGE) 0 


Prepered by NCC steff at meeting, December 16, 1948 


The National Christian Council is seeking effective ways of assisting the 
Chinese Churches to face intelligently and courageously any situation which may be 
brought about by the Civil War and changing political circumstances. It is desirous 
of bringing to as many Christian groups as possible not only the counsel and comfort 
which may be afforded by the visits of wise leaders strong in the faith and of good 
courage, but of suggesting the fundamental methods of carrying on under difficulties 
and limitations. Personal visits should be supplemented by a very wide and wise use 
of the best available literature. 


To this end it is convinced that in the immediate future it should be made pos- 
sible for the ablest Christian leaders to get about in their own and adjacent areas 
for personal contacts with pastors and laymen. This would mean their release from 
their ordinary duties and their reinforcement by such competent Western missionaries 
as are available for this temporary service and implemented by all necessary funds 
for quick transportation in the areas to be visited. If they ure to be handicapped 
by the use of only a rationed proportion of such funds as are usually available for 
travel, they may hesitate to dissipate these funds in immediate travel till such a 
time as it becomes impossible. | 


We ask therefore that mission boards plice at once at the disposal of the chuzh 
leaders of their own constituency as much money and as meny people as can be wisely 
used in this urgent situation. We realize that unusual funds are being required in 
connection with the withdrawal of missionaries and their transfer to other places, 
but surely this which may prove to be the last token of real spiritual aid to their 
colleagues in China should not be withheld. If necessary any remaining emergency 
relief or rehebilitetion funds might be set aside for this purpose, or an appeal mado 
to the churches for the reinforcing of Christian leadership to face an unprecedented 
crisis in church life. 


In order to assist in this work of local visitation, to coordinate locel efforts, 
to afford a channel of communication when ordinary lines ure cut, and to perform such 
functions in the several areas as would normally be attempted by the National Chris- 
tian Council, steps are being taken et once for the opening of regional offices and 
the eppointment either of members of the present staff of the NCC or of local person- 
nel from emong missionaries cut off from their normal channels of service of regional 
secretaries, who will do whut may be possible to maintain cooperetive efforts. Such 
funds end supplies cs may be made available will be placed at the disposal of these 
regional egencies to facilitate their work while it is still possible. 


A second great need will be the wide diffusion of Christian literature. We. 
envisege a situation arising shortly when it will be impossible to distribute from 
present publishing centers. Litereture agencies cre naturelly conservetive in send- 
ing out stock where there is no prospect of reimbursement, unless they have funds 
specially provided for this purpose. The NCC is usking for the services of some 
competent missionaries temporarily in Shinghai to select the publications now avail- 
able and most likely to be helpful in this emergency in strengthening faith and in- 
forming action. 
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We hope that friends ebro: d will consider: ble sums immediately available 
to these publishing agencies on condition that they decentralize their stocks at once, 
placing in every suitable Bible Depot and local book shop an adequate supply of suit- . 
able printed matter, in addition to the Bibles and Scripture portions normally avail- 
able, that when outside sources are cut off, Christians in every part of China may 
have available supplies of spiritual and intellectual sustenance as afforded in the 


printed word. 


To be quite specific, we should mention as possible beneficiaries of such grarts, 
the Christian Literature Society, the Religious Tract Society of Hankow, Association - 
Press, and the denominational publishing agencies. Some of those agencies have al~ 
ready taken this venture of faith and are utilizing every available means of getting 
their stock dispersed to distributing certers. 


we believe that in this time of crisis, not only should immediate and strong 
emphasis thus be afforded the Forward Movement of witness which has been launched and 
is in progress, but that particular emphasis should be placed on the development of 
Christian nurture in the home, lay leadership, and visitation evangelism. Our 
ehurches may be closed and large groups of Christians may be unable to gather together 
pastors may be forced to rely upon their own physical labor for their support, but if - 
the Church is reinforced and built up by home and local evangelism and aided by the 
accessibility of helpful literature, it will be forwarded in its endeavors under Gods 
guidance not only to survive but to grow in spite of the most untoward circumstances. 
These measures of substantial aid will moreover be not only a gesture but real evi- 
dence of our ecumenical fellowship, and the desire of their Western brethren to 
efford every possible support in the face of storm. 


We hope that you will read between the lines am realize the urgency of our 
need and supply according to your «bilities and faith. 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretery 
Chine Committee 
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Rowland M. Cross 
The Secretary reported the following cablegram dated December 27th from Peiping: 


“PEIPING MISSIONARIES LIVING COMFORTABLY UNDISTURBED SEND GREETINGS 
SCHOOL VACATIONS SOMEWHAT ADVANCED CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS AND OTHER % 
ACTIVITIES UNABATED SIMILAR WORD YENCHING AND TUNGHSIEN ALL CLASSES 3 e 
CONTINUING REQUEST BOARDS REASSURE ALL FRIENDS. GALT WOODS 3 
AESCHLIMAN HENKE." 


¢ December 28, 1948 
Informal Conference 
December 27, 1948 - 12:00-2:30 - Room 503 
PRESENT: Frank T, Cartwright Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. McMullen ; 
Paul B. Anderson Miss Helen Shirk 
Eric M. North Arnold B, Vaught } 
E. A. Fridsll Miss Louise Robinson 
Gerald Winfield Mrs. Arthur W. Sherman 
Luman Shafer J. W. Decker i 
Mrs. Charles H. Sears W. C. Fairfield 


Board News Items : 


Methodist Board: A Board bulletin dated December 28th reports that on that date 

thers were 15 missionaries in Peiping and Tientsin; one in 
Tsinan and two in Tsingtao. Nene have evacuated from West China or Pukien. 

"Bishop Ward has requested all missionaries in outlying stations 
of the Central China and East China Conferences to move to Shanghai, at least 
- With few exceptions they have acceded to the request...As of teday 81 
percent ef the Division of Foreign Missions missionaries are still in China. For 
the Woman's Division, the percentage is 89 percent. A cablegram from Shanghai dated 
December 10th reads: | 

"DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR BOARDS STRONG COOPERATION IN THIS 

NEW CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY IN CHINA STOP ALL METHODIST 

INSTITUTIONS CHURCHES LOWER YANGTZE VALLEY CONTINUING 

STOP CHINESE LEADERS FAITHFULLY WITH VISION PREPARING 

FOR FUTURE STOP MISSIONARIES SAFE NONE YET TRANSFERRED 

OTHER ASIATIC COUNTRIES VERY FEW PLANNING RETURN AMERICA 

NOW STOP THE CHURCH HAS ABIDING SERVICE AND MESSAGE FOR 

PEOPLE UNDER ANY POLITICAL REGIME STOP OURS IS A SPIRIT- 

UAL PRIVILEGE. WARD.' 


Undated but follewing the Communist control of Yenching University outside Peiping: 


‘ALL SAFE CLASSES CONDUCTED ON REGULAR SCHEDULE STOP 
COMMUNIST REPRESENTATIVE ASSURED US OF THEIR CONCERN 
FOR OUR WELFARE STOP THEY URGED CONTINUATION OF 
EDUCATIONAL WORK PROMISING ACADEMIC AND RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM.‘ Signed (Bliss) WIANT AND (Lucius) PORTER." 


G pevtist Boars: Word was received from the University of Shanghai urging all the 
missionary staff to remain. That procedure is a change because . 
it was expected that they would all be out by January 12th. 


a 
Pay 


L.M.Ce Dr. Decker quoted from an address by Mr. Se C. Leung suggesting that \/ 
missionaries stay with the Chinese. While the presence of missionaries 

may offer some difficulty to the Chinese, yet the Chinese must be ready to pay the . 

price. The full address by Mr. Leung is enclosed, 


Lutheran Board: Word received today indicates that all missionaries are continuing 
their work just as formerly in Tsingtao and Tsining. The Lutheran 
World Fellowship has been successful in purchasing a building in Hongkong which will 
be a center from which Lutherans will work out through China. The China Iniand 
Mission has leased the Lutheran building in Shanghai for their language study. . 


Episcopal Board: The attitude of the Chinese at St. Johns University in Shanghai 
toward Americans is, that they want them to remain. While some 

people had thought it would make it harder for the Chinese if the Americans re- > 

mained, the Chinese at St. Johns believe that it will be easier for them. The 


Episcopal Board is not now facing total evacuation. 7 


44 


The main business of the meeting was to hear the report of Mr. Paul B. 
Anderson of the YMCA who has had over 30 years of experience in working in Communist 
areas. His challenging statement of the experience of the YMCA and the methods of 
working with the Communists is enclosed herewith. 

The group asked Mr. Anderson to lead an extended session to explain to 
é Board Secretaries and 6thers interested, the basic principles of Marxist ideology 
: and Communist policy and the relationship of these principles to the concrete situa-— 
Ss tion in China. Arrangements have been made for such a meeting to be held on 

: anuary 94,5 00 P.M. on the n floor of this building with sandwich — 

supper together, the meeting continuing in the evening. Any who had the privilege 
of hearing Mr. Anderson at our meeting on December 27th will not miss this opportun- 
ity for a further consideration of the relation of Communism to our Christian pro- 
gram. It is quite likely that the actual consideration of principles and methods 
for our Christian work in China will require an additional session and if so we 
snall invite Mr. Anderson to meet with us for this purpose at one of our noon meet— 


ings. 
Kindly let us know whether or not you plan to attend the evening meeting on 
January 14th. There will be a charge of 75 cents for the supper. 


The schedule of meetings of the Informal Conferences of the China Group 
for the next three weeks is as follows: 

January 5, 1949 - 5 P.M. at Buck Hill Falls 

January 10, 1949 = 120'clock sharp in Room 503 

January 14, 1949 - 5 P.M. supper meeting - 13th floor, 156 Fifth Avenue 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary, China Committee 


P.S. May we ask that you kindly make two corrections on page 3 of our China , 
bulletin 43. In line ten the word "respectfully" should, of course, be 
4) "respectively" and in the third line from the bottom the word "principals" 


be “principles.” Sorry! RMC 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 
156 Pifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. : 
Far Eastern Joint Office CONFIDENTIAL , | 


: THE EXPERIENCE OF THE Y.M.C.A. IN COMMUNIST DOMINATED COUNTRIES 


These notes summarize our experience since the Revolution of 1917. 


1. The position of the YMCA in any place which may come under Communist Domination 
is in large measure determined by three factors: (1) The effectiveness of the pro- 
gram and popular interest in the YMCA in recent years, (2) The mood of leading men- 
bers, committeemen and secretaries, (3) The nature of relationships between such a 
YMCA and YMCA units or headquarters in territory not dominated by the Communist Party. 


Our earliest experience was in Soviet Russia. Here there was very little basic doa 
on which to build a continuing YMCA under taking: the Communists had probably never 
heard of the YMCA when they took over. It came to their attention in striking forn 
when they discovered YMCA personnel working with intervention armies in Northern 
Russia at the same time that the YMCA was operating the service to returning Russian 


prisoners in Moscow. They closed up the latter. 


In Poland, the YMCA had a sound basis of effective work and a wide-spread favorable 
' gvenown in the country, so that nearly any person taking an interest in public affairg 
knew of the YMCA, and knew it favorably as a Polish organization working effectively: 
with and for the people. This internal basis was sufficiently strong to offset the — 
parallel work conducted among opposition Polish forces outside of Poland. The pre- — 
— ——gumed-conflict between these two groups of Polish YMCA workers was reduced by the 
fact that many secretaries, committeemen, and members in the opposing groups abroad 
- Beturned to Poland and became effective workers or members within Poland; and admin- | 
istration of the work abroad was assumed by the world's communist. | 


II. Where YMCA work existed before Communist domination but for some reason has 

ceased to exist at the moment of their acquiring authority, the YMCA has not been | 
able to reconstitute itself. This has been true in Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, even | 
though the YMCA then was previously fairly well established, although not so far : 
along as in Poland or Czechoslevakia. It would appear therefore to be of greatest i 
importance that the YMCA should not, voluntarily cease to maintain its service. | 


III. The YMCA in any locality will be chiefly judged on the basis of its work in that 
locality, whether the Party reviews favorably or unfavorably the work and attitude of 
the YMCA in anotner locality or at YMCA National or International Headquarters. The 
local situation is generally decisive. In Roumania one local association after an- 
other has been closed by the Communists, yet the National Headquarters exists, as do 
several local associations. Another example, of contrary nature, is the clesing of 
the Polish YMCA in Byalystok near the present Polish-Russian border, even while the 
YMCA elsewhere in Poland continues satisfactorily. The emphasis therefore is on the 
local effectiveness of the YMCA. This conforms to one of the essential principles 
Geveloped during the revoluticnary period in the Communist regime, namely, the grant- 
ing of large authority to local Soviets or such bodies as perform the functions of 
Soviets. YMCA policy therefore should be to encourage local associations to take 

‘, initiative and responsibility and conduct their work in terms of local needs, 

: { __in line with local practices under the new regime and utilizing local resources. 


IV. When Soviet armes entered Estonia and Latvia the second time in 1941, and these | 
countries were incorporated into the Saviety Unjon, the well-established YMCA's in | 
these countries were immediately closed, under the game regulations as were used in | 
closing organizations called “enemies of the people." It is apparent the countries 
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or territories actually incorporated into the USSR are made to conform to USSR laws 
and customs; greater flexibility obtained in other countries or territories dominated 


by the Communist Party. 


V. Im practically every country or territory where Communism has been established, 
the early months, sometimes years, of the regime see a great leveling off in economic 
standards. In such a country as Czechoslovakia, where even the lowest standards are 
quite good, the new level is quite reasonable. In the Soviet Union, where there was 
a great body of people living in poverty or on the verge of poverty, and where drought 
and other netural causes further reduced economic resources, the level of the exist- 


ence became very low indeed. 


This leveling off in economic matters must be recognized as a psychological as well 
&s a physical element. People and institutions survive which cen make the psycholog- 
ical as well as the physical adjustment. Just whet this may mean in the YMCA in a 
place where work is conducted in lerge buildings with equipment, but in a country 
where the new level may be very low indeed, cannot be foretold, for the reason that 
these localities are productive and attrective to resources. 


Nevertheless, having in mind the desirability of living on local resources, the YMCA 
leaders in swh a situation will do well to use their ingenuity to adjust operations 
to a type which will balance budgets by operating income. Large fortunes will disap- 
. There will be no accumulation of wealth except in government hands. The YMCA 
will have to depend on earnings and on government grants. One or another ministry 
or depertment or project of government may be approached for assistance in one or an- 
other aspect or project in YMCA work; such approach need not involve the government 
in committing itself to the YMCA as an institution, it is simply that the YMCA is 
recognized es useful for a given purpose and therefore money is made available for 


this specific purpose. 


VI. After the establishment of diplomatic and trade relationships between the new 
regime and the United States or Canada, there has been, on the whole, no objection 

to the provision of funds from the International Committee for the use of North 
American personnel or as grants in aid to the YMCA of the country. Such transactions 
take place with the full cognizance of the regime, generally through state banks. Pri- 
vate transactions are not only discouraged; they are considered eas evidence of hos- 
tility to the regime, | 


VII. YMCA staff or committeemen who desire to continue YMCA operations in Communist 
domineted locality will find themselves chellenged by the revolution in outlook. The 
tendency on the pert of meny is to "wait and see." Such an attitude is condemned by 
the revolutionaries. A person or institution which considers its function as a con- 
tinuing one in society, and which therefore seizes upon opportunities for service and 
general operation with the same enthusiasm in the new situation as in the old, will 
more likely continue at work timn a person or institution which hesitates. 


VIII. The basic idea for the YMCA is of course its Christian foundation and aoe 
Christian purpose, The experience in Communist dominated areas in Europe, and so far 
in China, leads us generally to believe that Christian purpose can be expressed ina | 
Christian manner of living, even where there is restraint on the propagation of doe- 
trines. The YMCA is essentially an organization in which men endeavor to live like 
Christians. Insofar as they do this, the chances are good not only for survival but 
for useful expansion in the locality. 
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IX. There has been no objection to the presence and work of International Committee 
secretaries from the U.S.A. or Canada, wherever the work itself continues on an ef- 
fective basis, and provided they were there when the new regime errived. 


X. The YMCA in any country is of course under the administration of its own leaders, 
and they may lay down their own lines of action. These lines may or may not be sin- 
idler to what I have described above. So far as the International Committee is con- 
cerned, its staff must naturally conform to the purposes of the National Committee in 
that country. Nevertheless, the International Committee, representing two of the 
National Movements in the World Alliance which have played such a large part in the 
developing of new National YMCA Movements, may properly call to the attention of move- 
ments which may be affected by Communist influences or domination, the experience 

here outlined. 


Furthermore, the International Committee itself may well take a position which con- 
forms to these points, and in particular, welcome any opportunity for retaining 
fraternal secretaries in territories of Communist domination. The Committee should 
take full cognizance of the economic element and of the likelihood of complete isola- 
tion during the period im which civil war obteins es well as the possibility of 
difficulty in meinteining lines of communication for letters, telegrams, etc., until 
full diplomatic relationships ere established between the United States and Canada 
on the one hend and the Communist dominated territory on the other. Undoubtedly the 
International Committee will find in its staff or will be able to recruit men, some 
with their wives, who will willingly take upon themselves the high Christian adventure 
which would be involved. 


December 7, 1948 P. B. Anderson 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretery 
Chine Committee 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A, China-4,7 
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Far Eastern Joint Office 


By S. C, Leung 


During the last five decades the Christian Church in China has gone through 
three great crises which were nationwide in scope; first, the Boxer Uprising; second, 
the Northern Expedition; and third, the Sino-Japanese War, In all these crises for- 
eign missionaries and Chinese Christians suffered together and stood by one another. 


‘At the time when the Boxer Uprising took place, the Chinese Church was pri- 
marily a missionary enterprise or at best an infant Church, but it stood the test, 
Many missionaries were martyred by the Boxers but not a few Chinese Christians died 
for their newly acquired faith along with their missionary friends, It was at this 
time that I first came into contact with Christianity, After the crisis it had he- 
come clear to the Chinese people that a new way of life must be fourid afid it had also 
occured to many of the thoughtful Chinese that this new way of life might be found in 
Christianity which they had once despised. It was after the Boxer Uprising that the 
Church in China began to make noticeable progress along all lines of Christian work, 


Then came the pericd of the Northern Expedition in 1926-29. While there were 
within Christian circles some differences of opinion on certain current matters, the 
foreign missionaries and Chinese Christians by and large stood together and were able 
to make the necessary adjustments along the lino of devolution in the midst of the 
rising tides of national aspirations in those days. As a result, the whole Christian 
enterprise in Chine became more indigenous and more Church centered, Chinese icader=- 
ship was not only recognized but also greatly strengthened and further developed with 
the hearty cooperation of the foreign missions and missionaries in the ficld. It 


turned out to be a blessing in disguise, 


In connection with the Sino-Japanese War, the foreign missiomries and Chinese 
Christians’ from the beginning to the end stood together as ome man, The former 
stayed by the latter most loyally. They did not run away at the first sign of danger 
and many of them were caught when the Pacific War broke out, These missionaries had 
to go to the internment camps and went through much suffering until they were repa- 
triaged. Their devotion and spirit of sacrifice will never be forgotten by the 
Chinese Christians, During the war yoars Christian work went ahead in free China with 
continued support and encouragement from foreign missions and missionaries, Even the 
churches in the Japanese-occupied area, though isolated from their fellow Christians 
in free China and cut off almost completely from any mission support, were determined 
to carry on without sacrificing principles and to keep the fire burning until the 
dawn of a new day, 


In certain remote places in the interior into which educated youth had mig- | 
rated, where churches were lacking or had been serving people of rather low intellec- 
tual levels and found themselves unprepared to moet the spiritual neods of these new 
comers, spontancous groups of Chinese Christians got together and formed nuclei for 
norship, for fellowship, and for service, Without 2 Chinose pastor or a missionary, 
these Jaymen took turns to preach on Sundays, This was an evidence that the Church 
of China had taken root deeply into the Chinese soil. 


Now wo are called upon to face the fourth crisis, namely, the struggle for 


power between the Kuomintang and the Communists, I hope and pray that foreign mis- 


") sionaries and Chinese Christians will once again stand by one another and witness for | 
~» Christ together as we did in the threo previous crises, It is my conviction that the 


present crisis is a great ehallenge to the Church of which you and I are a part, We 
may find certain phases of our work interrupted and some opportunities taken away from 
us, But let me share with you a statement which I came across just the other day and 
which has givon mo a lot of inspirxtion and encouragement, It roads as follows: "It 
is practically a law in life that when one door closes to us another opons, The 
trouble is that wo often look with so much regret and longing upon the closed door 
that we do not see the one which has opened," 


Recently so much publicity has been given to the disturbed conditions prevail- 
ing in China that mny supporters of mission work abroad my have gotten the wrong 
impression that evangelistic opportunities are no longer present in this country, On 
the contrery, the YMCA movement with which I 2m connected has been sponsoring © na- 
tionwide evangelistic campaign under the leadership of Dr, Sherwood Eddy. He has been 
scheduled to visit 13 cities within 24 months in the fall of this yoar, Four remark- 
able things stand out in this campnign. First, his travel schedule, in most cases by 
nir, has been successfully carried out without 4 single hitch anywhere, Of course, 
the schedule was mde out six months ago and reservations were made well in advance, 
but. this is considered remrknble because of the difficult travel conditions in China 
todny. Second, Dr. Eddy is an old mn of 73.and he is still able to undertake this 
strenuous task with wonderful results, It all goes to show that whenever © mn is 
willing to put himself at the Lord's disposal, the divine power will work through him 
to achieve great things. Third, the meetings advertised beforehand as distinctly re- 
ligious in nature have boen well attended everywhere, For example, in Nanchang the 
largest hall available was able to hold only 800, but 1100 came, In spite of the fact 
that so many had to stand up for over an hour, the audience was quiet and attontive. 

A special meeting was arranged for the students of the National Chung Cheng University. 
The president gave permission to any students who my wish to attend, and 80% of the 
entire student body turned out to hear Dr, Eddy. At the end of his address he called 
for decisions to join Bible classes and about 400 were enrolled, Fourth, the reports 
wo have rocoived from ten cities so far indicate that approximtely 3000 men and women, 
mostly educated youth, have made decisions either to become Christians or to join | 
Bible classes, From the above facts it is obvious that the opportunitios for Christian 
witness are still very great today, perhaps even greater than ever among Chinese . 
youth, if the message is presented in the right way. 


The question is raised as to whether the Church should remain in the "liberated 
areas", My answer is positive, The Church is above politics and is religious in na- 
ture, Its object is to serve the people. So long as there are people to serve, it is 
our duty to stay. There will be restrictions, of course, We my not be able to do 
all we like to do and my have to be content for while with a curtailed program, but 
so long as we are not required to repudiate our Christian faith, to violnte our Chris- 
tian principles and to meddle with politics, it will be worth our while to hold cn, 


To be realistic perhaps we shall have a new political regime to deal with at 
least in North China for some time to come, It would be poor Christitn strategy for 
us to withdraw from this are= ct the first sign of danger, The door my be perm- 
nently closed to us if we shut it ourselves, Wht kind of impressions would we make 
upon the Communists if we “give up the mttle before we fight", if I om allowed to 
borrow a millitary phrase in this connection, Worse still will be the impression left 


‘(> upen the people if the Church should desert them at «1 time whon they neod f.ith and 
~~ and fortitude the most and if the Church itself seems to lack such Christian virtues. 


It is not right for us to assume that there is no chance for Christiinity at 
all in tho "liberated areas", If thore is any doubt, I would rather givo tho other 


- 


party the benefit of the doubt and would therefore put the burden of proof on actual 
experionce, It scems to me that our Christian duty is to endeavor to carry on until 
it has beon dofinitely proved beyond doubt that we are not allowed to do so, Other- 
wise, we would be guilty of a sin of omission. To be sure, to t&ke such a step is 4 
severe test of our faith, Has the Lord ever called upon his disciples to play safe 
and not to risk their lives for His Kingdom? Was the missionary fervor ever created 
by assurance of normal life, security and comfort? Even though Jerusalem was the 
place of his crucifixion, Jesus told his disciples to tarry in Jerusalem, When tho 
world was hostilo to the Christian gospel he commanded them to go into al} the world, 
and not only to tho peaceful parts of the world, 


With reference to the question whether it is wise for missionaries to remin 
in the threttenod areas, I feel that I am torn between two selves, the emotional 
self and the rational self, Purely as 2 Chinese I would speak emotionally, This is 
& civil war in China, All the trouble has been croated by ourselves and wo have no 
right to expect our foreign friends to stay on and suffer with us, As a Christian, 
however, I must speak rationally, Whether from the standpoint of idealsim or from 
the standpoint of realism, it is better to have our foreign eolleagues to remain with 
us wherever this is possible, Ideally spesking, the Church is international in chi- 
racter and worldwide in scope, It is illogical for us not to prove that wo are 
really an ecumenical Church which transcends nationalities and races, Should this 
prove to be .2n embarrassment to the Chinese Church, I feel that we mst be premred 
to suffer for such 1 principle, Realistically spesking, the mere absence of foreign 
missionaries in "liberated areas" will not convince the new regime that the Chinese 
Church has had no relationships with the Churches abroad, There is no senge in trying 
to deceive them on this point, Of course, this is 1 very grave decision th7t both the 
Chinese Church and the foroign missionaries are called upon to mke, Let us hope that 
any decision arrived at is made in accordance with God's will, I am sure our Lord is 
& living one, He will rule and overrule now ond forever, 


| Before closing I would like to leave with you this message given by the great- 
est missionary, St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romns, Chapter 8, from the 3lst verse 
through the 39th verses 


"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us? He that sparod not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that justifieth, Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed 211 the day long; we are accoun- 
ted as sheep for the slaughter, Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities,nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord," 


(Or. Leung is the General Secretary of the National Committee Y.M.C,A's of Chim. 
Hiving served the Y.M.C.A, Movement for over 40 years, he expects to retire on Janmry 
€..+. 1949 to take up 4 new post 38 Executive Secretary of the Eastern Asia Christian 
Conference sponsored by the International Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches, scheduled to be hold next October, Ho is also a Vice-Chairman of the 
International Missionary Council, and Chairman of the Hangchow University Board, ) 
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CHINA COMMITTEE 


OVERSEAS NEWSLETTER II 
Vis I TION 
Victor E.W. Hayward 


Dear Friends: 


This letter is several weeks later than I had originally intended 
owinc to the tremendous pressure of work curing the last two months, includ- 
ing preparations for and the holding of our NCC Biennial Meeting. Events in 
China have, however, been moving with such rapicity curing this perioc that 
this enforced celay is probably just as well - anything I had written earlier 
might have become out of date before this letter was received! As it is, 
although events are still in flux, it is by now possible to maxe certain 
general assessments, and also to report informally upon our most up-to-date 
planning. May I remind everyone who reads this that it is in no sense an 
official docuttient, but a private letter which must not be published, and 
quotec only with ciscretion? 


1. N.C.C,. Activities. Before turning to the burning question of the general 
situation in China today, and the ways in which we are seeking to meet emer- 
gencies and challenges, let me first report briefly on things accomplished 
since my last Newsletter in July - partly in order to start with an indication 
——- @—— and remincer of how much can go on against a background of disturbance and 
uncertainty. Subsequent to the Forard Movement Leaders' Conference held in 
. Nanking early last summer, seven regional conferences were held at Swatow, 
Peiping, Canton, Kuling, Chengtu, Ningpo and Foochow; most of these were for 
Christian workers from large areas in the various provinces; all were arranged 
by local leadership, but considerably assisted from Forward Movement funds 
and also wherever possible supported by NCC personnel. Among other publica- 
tions for the Forward Movement we have recently issued bulletins on Lay Evan- 
gelism and a Forward Movement in Christian Hospitals and Schools (including 
their relations with the Churches). An extremely worthwile Training Conference 
was helc at Kuling for the secretaries working at the Stucent Christian Centres 
sponsored by our Committee cn Student Evangelism in Government Universities; 
the religious work programs at these strategic centres are in addition being 
greatly strengthened by the adcition of further missionary personnel. In 
October the NCCRE held a week's conference at Soochow for selected Youtn Workers 
from all over the country;. two of the outstancing successes of this gathering 
were the fellowship and better uncerstancing achievec ith the two chlef 
leaders of the I.V.F. in Chine (who participated unofficially), and the group 
production of a stirring document which will be given the widest publicity 
entitled "The Christian Message to Chinese Youth Tocay." The new Committee 
on Mass Communication met for the first time on Sept. 22-23, and proved itself 
@ very creative, as vell as nationally representative group; planning for co- 
ordinetec advance is now well in hand; it remains to be seen to vhat extent 
financial support from abroad and internal conditions in China will permit of 
| the implementing of the Committee's resolutions. Constant demonstration of 
the effectiveness of A.V. Aids has been made at all kinds of national and 
| smaller gatherings, and Dr. Rincen is finding the new co-operative program 
at Nanking Theological Seminary highly satisfactory. The work of the Shanghai 
Christian Broadcasting Station has continued to advance, anc Mr. Boynton is 
now giving great assistance with their programs through use of the wenderful 
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collection of about 8,000 records of classical music recently acquired by the 

NCC through his negotiations anc the generous response of American friencs. 

Dr. Flowers and Miss Silver continuedc their most important medical and nursing 
field trips. Celebration of Christian Home Week, the theme for which this year 
was "Christian Marriage," made yet further progress in popularity and usefulness, 
end is even becoming influential in several other parts of Eastern Asia. The 

work of our Committee on Christian Service in Incustrial Kelations has mace con- 
siderable strides since the summer; not only is ever-increasing interest being 
arousec in this new field, but its work is already beginning to achieve signif- 
icant results. The Rev. Henry Jones has also completec a valuable investigation 
into the conditions uncer which Japanese P.O.W.s are being held in China: they 
have been concentrated in Shanghai the majority of them are now serving legal 
sentonces, of varying lengths, they are in tolerably good circumstances, and 

their spiritual velfare is being given Christian care. The Rev. George King has 
completed our newly published Directory of Protestant Missions in China. In 
August the NCC issued a Seconc Message to all Christians in China, on the subject |. 
of the Christian stand in politics; after Amsterdam we similarly sent out, in 
Chinese and English, the Message of the Worlc Council of Churches; while as 
further preparation for the Biennial Meeting we sent out papers on tne Biblical 
Doctrine of the Wore of Goc anc on Christian Witness by Drs. C. d. Docd and 

John Baillie respectively. Under the chairmanship of Dr. Frank Price we have 

nox set up a new Rural Work Department, with a strong Committee, a comprehensive 
Suggested program, anc a full-time Chinese secretery of experience. The Council 
of Christian Publishers has been stvadily consolicating its position and strengthen 
ing its program; in September it made its first allocation of funcs for special 
projects; unfortunately its Annual ideeting hac to be postponec at the last min- 
ute, owing to the cifficulties anc cost of transport to Hankow, and because it 
proved impossible to hold a fully representative gatnering at Shanghai at the 
originally determined time. The Christian Weekly "Tien Feng" has made a most 
encouraging increase in circulation curing the last three months. Anc so I might 
go on with many other items. Let me simply draw attention to the Rev. George Wu's 
comprehensive General Secretary's Keport‘and to various other departmental reports 
anc documents presented at the Biennial Meeting; copies of the former have been 
sent by sir-mail to Edinburgh House and F.M.C., anc copies of all are bein; sent 
by surface transport. (If other reacers of this Newsletter woulc like any of 
these, please request them from us.) Let me concluce this long section with two 
other items of news. The proposed ceputation to the Christian Churches of Japan 
has been postponed until next spring, on the suggestion of Japanese leaders con- 
tactec at Amstercam. Dr. Y. C. Tu will soon be succeecing Dr. S. C. Leung as 
General Secretary of the National Committee Y.iM.C.A. in China, and it is greatly 
hoped that Dr. Leung will then take up a year's appointment with the WCC and IMC 
as secretary in charge of preparations for their joint East Asia Conference to be 
hele in the autumn of next year. 


2) Visitors from Abroad. We are greatly indebted to the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions of the U.S.A. for a deputation visit from Dr. Harry T. Scherer 
and Dr. Edwarc W. Stimson, tro vell-known Pastors who have made outstanding con- 
tributions to the New Life Movement of the Presbyterian Churches in America. As 
speakers for our own Forwarc Movement they held meetings in twelve cifferent 
cities from north to south China betieen Sept. 23 and Nov. 12. They met with a 
very cncouraging response, anc their special emphasis on methods of lay evan- 
gelism through carefully preparec tiio-by-tvo visitation in the homes of people 
who have hac previous Christian contacts .as a most practical and important con- 
tribution to our Forvard Movement of Christian Witness. Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, of 
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the Southern Presbyterian Board, participated in the Nanking meetings of this 
team, and we are grateful also for this welcome co-operation. Under the auspices 
of CCEA, Dr. S. Lautenschleger has been engaged these months in evangelistic 

work in the schools, while Dr. and Mrs. Sherwood Eddy are now in the micdle of 

a nation-wide tour uncer the auspices of the National Y.M.C.A. To everyone's 
great rogret, the anticipated visit of Miss Helen Keller had to be cancelled, 

but Dr. and Mrs. Milton Stauffer have been travelling in China on benalf of the 
Cause she so signally sponsors. We have been cclighted to welcome the Rev. Noel 
Slater of the China Christian Universities Association of Great Britain, who has 
now almost completed his visitation of the Christian Colleges and his speaking 
engagemonts here on their behalf, anc will shortly return to convey our gratitude 
to the Association he represents. An equally welcome visitor has been Dr. John 
Temple, who has been assisting the Bible Socicties in making plins for future 
acvance. In passing, let me mention that special flizhts have already been mace 
to Peiping and Ticntsin, takinz to each city a plane-load of Bibles, and that 
Several similar trips to other cities are intenced.) Several of these cistinguishea 
visitors were speakers at our Biennial Meeting. Others whom we were happy to see 
on that occasion were Prof. E. G. Honrighanson, who has been serving WCC, and 

Dr. and Mrs. Rufus Bovman and Dr. and Mrs. L. S. Brubaker of the Church of the 
Brethren. We are very happy to know that plans are being mace for various speakers 
from both the States and Britain to visit us next year; at present it is impos- 
sible to forecast with any certainty the extent to which we shall be able to 
arrange itineraries; we hope, however, that tentative plans will proceed, so that 
if visits prove practicable at this enc, they rill also be possible from the home 
end. Even if only limited travel schecules can then be arrangec, the value of 
such fellowship and inspiration will be all the more deeply appreciatec. No can- 
cellation at present, please! 


3) Staff News. Since the lest Newsletter was written, our staff has been greatly 
strengthened. The Rev. Chas. L. Boynton has returnec for a brief period of some 
months, and has already demonstratec how invaluable is the service which he alone 
can render in conserving for future use the experience anc labours of the past. 
He, Dr. E. H. Cressy, anc the Rev. Ronald Rees were all appointed Honorary Sec- 
retaries of the Council at its last Executive Meeting. The Rev. Plumcr Mills, | 
who was heid up on account of the strike, is expectec within a weex or two. 
Mrs. Leonarc Tomkinson has alreacy provec, for her part, how much we needed an 
experienced anc efficient Financial Secretary, anc before long Mission Boards 
should reap the benefits of her ciligence, along with our colleagues here. Then 


Mr. Y. ¥Y. Lin, just recently back from stucies in America, and Mr. C. S. Wang, 
formerly on our NCC staff before the war, have nov returnec as secretaries; they 
will immeasurably strengthen our procuction of materials and documents in Chinese, 
both original and translatec. Most ‘recently of all, we have welcomed Mr. Wang 
Hsi-penz, who comes to us as our new Rural Work Secretary. We have some hopes 

of securing for Forward Movement promotion the full-time services of the Rev. 
Newton Chiang, and if N.T.S. sees its way to releasing him at the end of the 
present semester, this will mean a tremendous accession to our strength. On the 
other hanc, it was with a very Cweep sense of loss that CCEA felt obliged in 
September to accept the resignation of Dr. J. M. Tan, uncer whose leadership 

it has mace great achievements during the past year; Dr. Tan has returned to 
Fukien Christian University as Dean of the College of Arts. Mr. John Barr has 
been appointed as Acting General Secretary of CCEA. Fortunately, Mr. Chang Wen- 

ch'ang was appointec by CCEA as its secretary for secondary education shortly 
before Dr. Tan intimatec his cesire to return to Fukien, and wild continue to 
serve in that capacity. My last item uncer this heacing is the grevious announce~ 
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ment that Dr. W. S. Flowers hac a heart attack three cays ago at the air ficld, 
just as he was about to take off on an extremely important trip of reconnaissance 
as regards future possibilities for medical and other Christian .ork; had the 
attack occurred in the air, it would have been fatal; as it is, we are told he 
will be six weeks in bed, and have to exercise great care thereafter. 


4) The Goneral Situation. The sharp rise in inflation reported in my last News- 
letter led to the currency reform which after a brief perioc of apparent success 
led to such cisastrous results. Something hac to be done, anc the introcuction 
of the Gold Yuan was generally welcomec as a respite anc an improvement, even 
by those who were skeptical from the outset whether any such measure could stop 
inflation while civil war continued. Boing no economist, I hesitate in my com- 
ments, but the fact that many of the measures thea cnforced have noi. been com- 
pletely reversed in itself incicates that mistakes .ere mace. It woulu seem 
that the Government was at fault for trying to do two things at once, and its 
unexpected success in getting such immense sums in solic currency (gold, silver 
and foreign exchange) in exchange for the new notes led to the issue of about 
five times as much of the latter as had beon announced for the conversion of 


CNC. One of the promisec features of the now currency was that the Government 


would publicly announce from time to time the amount of paper money issued, and 
that this would be adequately backec. The discovery of this enormous over-issue 
vas in itself a blow to the crecit of the new currency, which began to ceteriorate 
rapidly once people founc that they coule not buy enough gooc's will all the money 
that was in their pockets. It vas not surprising that people preferrec goods of 
value to any new paper currency, and once there was a buying spree prices shot 
up. In Shanghai, where the Government made a particularly determined effort to 
peg cowm prices and wages to the level obtaining at the time of the reform 
(August 19), the result vas the predictable one (in incivicualistic China) that 
goocs cisappeared from the shops, anc the Government vas finally cefcatec in its 
attempt to compel the shops to sell. They close their coors, and famine began 
to appear, vith all its threat of riots. Meanwhile those who hac been law-abic- 
ing, and hac regretfully obeyec the ecict to change their savings into the new 
currency, sustained terrible losses, if they were not ruinec. The Government 

cid gain financially ~- but at tie expense of the people. Such conficence in the 
Government as had been at least potentially present vas tnaus irretrievably lost. 
Coupled with this has been the military loss of Manchuria, the fall of Tsinan, 
and the very serious threats to both north and central China. The morale of the 
troops, as well as of the people, has ebbed low inceed. Government forces put 

up a good fight at Hsuchow, but the issue there is still uncecided, and today's 
news is that Communists have already penetrated to within 35 miles of Nanking. 
This by no means necessarily implics that Nanking will fall in the immediate 
future - though it might; nor woule the fall of Nanking necessarily mean the 
collapse of the Government - though it might. More probably the Government would 
fight on from a new position, though no evacuation plans have been so far 
announcec. On the other hanc, the party within the Government which advocates a 
coalition might then gain the ascendancy. The announcement tocay of Dr. Sum Fo's 
appointment as Premier indicates a policy of looking to foreign aid, rather than 
of any radical or hopeful reform within the Government - but as said last time, 
that kind of opportunity seoms to have finally passec alreacy. There is an increas- 
ing and ominous tendency to blame both military anc cabinet failures upon the 
Presicent, for not leaving real control in the hancs of those who constitutionally 
shoulc exercise it, yet there is no incication of any one man who could replace 
him, while the Kuomintang itself is split into factions. Most serious of all is 


the feeling of the "man in the street” that the Government dovws not really care 
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@ = about him, but only in preserving privilege and power. In such circumstances, 
| the amount of American aic which woulc be required at this late stage to main- 

tain the Government would be colossal, while the amount of protest which would 
rise from vast numbers who are not themselves Communists but woulc oppose large- 
scale military aid in the circumstances might of itself deal ea ceath blow to 
the Government. Frankly, to most of us the issue seems in little or no coubt, 
though the time element is very unpredictable, as is also the question of some 
compromise (and temporary) settlement. My personal opinion is that the latter 
would actually in the long run most favour the Communists. 


5) Communist Occupation of Tsinan anc Policy towards Christians. Ever since the 


days when the Communists in the periphery around Tsinan were broadcasting encourag- 
ing promises to those who would quietly stay at their jobs within the city, the 
eyes of Christian leaders have been focussed upon Tsinan to gather such indications 
as could be obtained as to present Communist policy when taking over largcr cities. 
From this point of view, the first reports which came from the small anc gallant 
bane of missionarics who remainec. there were most encouraging. Later reports, 
after only a short time, dic incicate a tightening of control anc future difficul- 
tics. Mission work, however, is going on, and may be able to continue for a long 
timc. Past experience in the smaller towns proves that later stages of occupa- 
tion may leac stop by step iato active opposition to incivicuai Christians and 

to Christian work - there "Freedom of religion" gave way to the slogan of "Down 
with superstition," anc then to cefinite persecution. But large towns are cif- 
ferent. It would be foolish to be optimistic at this stage about what will 
ultimetcly be permittec. But all the incications arc that at least en experiment 
cen be mace: a Challenge to Christian witness romains, .hatever the logic of our 
uncerstancing of Communist philosophy anc policy, anc who care limit the possibil- 
ities of what loyal anc believing Christian witness can eccomplish? Attempts at 
liaison on the part of missionarivs between Tsinan and Tsingtao have so far been ; 
very Cciscouraging - but Mission work is going on in Tsinan, as also, for cxample, 
in Fenyang and Taiku in Shansi. What is certain is that no cxperiment can be 

made by those who are not there! 


6) The Biennial Meeting. Against such a backgrow¢, and \.ith such questions in 
minc, the NCC Thirteenth Biennial Meeting was culy held in Shanghai from Noven- 
ber 1 to 9. It was a triumph of faith to holc it at all! Foo vas becoming 
daily scarcer, and prices were soaring to unpredictable heights. Although we had 
put 2 special item in our budget for the Biennial Mecting, since tnis is not held 
every year, we ha’ been warned by FMC that no funcs coulc be mace available for 
this particular purpose, anc we still co not know how it will ultimately be 
financed. We also hac to change our place of meeting to s less suitable location, 
but all our celegates anc visitors - just over one huncrec of them - werc adequately 
é housed anc fec. Anc when has there ever been a time wnen the lceacers of the 

Christian Movement in China stooc in greater neec of meeting togetner for prayer, 
anc counsel, and mutual encouragement? The program planned before the recent 
days of stress met these needs, for it hac previously been dceterminec to make 
this Biennial Mecting a time for deep thinkins together, and for the gaining of 
spiritual insizht and inspiration, rather than an executive mecting for the pass- 
ing of many (enc important!) resolutions. Our theme wes "God's Word and Our 
Witness," and the first two cays were cesignec to link up our celiberations with 
the findings of the Worlc Council of Churches at Amstercam and of IMC at Whitby 

4 anc. Oegstgeest. iic sought to hear Goc's ..ord of jucguent upon the Caurch through 
contemporary events, and His promise of renewal in Christ to a repentant Church; 
we acceptec His call to witness. Our speakers servec us well - T. C. Chao, 
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Yu Yi-fong, M. S. Bates, Y. T. Wu, Kiang Won-han, T. H. Sun, anc several others, 
inclucing visitors from abroad already nemec above. ‘We hac group ciscussions, 
ana forvarc-looking reports from all cur cepartments; someone remarkcc to me 
that he had never before realized how extensive and important :.as the vork of 
the NCC - I imagine there were others like himy we spent a thole cay in talking 
through the general situation, anc the policies the Church shoul« adopt. The 
sixty-two Chinese celegates present came from about fifteen different provinces, 
while missionaries from various countries numberec thirty-nine. Together we 
gainer! a better understancing of the meaning of these times anc their challenge 
for us; even more important we gained a sense of facing things together, and 
with a deepenec faith in Goc. Three statements issued from the Biennial deet- 
ins, though the Executive Committee an staff were commissioned to work over 
them before publication: one is a meSsage to the Churches and Christian organiza- 
tions incicating general needs for Christian advance, and suggesting special 
emphases for work in lisht of present anc probable future concitions; the other 
two are statements entitled "A Call to Church Unity" (at local and practical 
levels) anc "Christian Faith and Politics." The first part of the Message, and 
tae latter two statements will be printed in the Decombor "N.C.C. News." (I 
may mention thet our Publicity Committee dic excellent work, anc that we had a 
remarkably good Press covcrage throughout the Meeting.) The Council's nevly- 
clected Chairman is the Rev. Dr. T. C. Bau, General Secretary of the (Northern) 
Baptist Chekiang and Shanghai Convention; its Vice-Chairmen are Dr. Wu Yi-fang 
anc Dr. S. C. Leung. ) 


7) Missionary Evacuations. As all idission Boara Executives will know, curing 
the last tnree weeks there have bien very extensive missionary cvacuations from 
north and central China. These have been precipitated by strong Consular warn- 
ings, though many hac. previously planned to leave when such a time came; in many 
cases Chinese Church leaders have acvisec in favour of such evacuation, or even 
Cefinitely asked missionarics to lenve. There has, however, Deen an understand- 
able but marked difference in the attituce acoptec by the American and British 
Consuls-—General in Shanghai, the former urging evacuation, anc the latter strongly 
acvocating that women as well as men remain, except of course in special casos, 
unless enc umtil a finel evacuation proves absolutely necessary (preparations 
having been meanwhile mace to meet certain contingencies). Any..ay the position 
in large ports like Shanghai is very cifferent from that of isolatce, inland 
citics. It shoule be burnc.in mind that Church authorities, like Consular ones, 
though to a lesser extent, naturally and rightly tend to the safer course, when 
lifc anc death may be involvec, leavin, it to those of strong convictions to 
“lisobcy," Many have felt that there has been an clement of undue precipitancy in 
some of the evacuations ihich heave alreacy taken place. It certainly seems 
tragic that some Christian hospitals, which everyone agrees will provide one of 
the best bases for pessible future work in "liberated" ereas, have already closed. 


8) NCC Staff Retreat. Yestercay and the cay previous our staff took two whole 
days for prayer anc team thinking as to our present responsibilitics and future 
policy. It was an extremely profitable time. Im conficence, I wokld share some 
of our thoughts anc decisions, though many of these avweit executive action and 

Ad Interin Committee approval, so that they may yet be modified. The conviction 
was expressed that this is « time of special opportunity for the NCC, though 

its immediate objective shoul: be the strengthening anc assisting of the Church 
even more than general evangelism; even if our sphere of work becomes greatly 
limitec later, that in itself may well afforc nex opportunities for more personal 
work. We shoulc continue to senc cut positive messages of guidance and encourage~ 


¥ 
ment, also collecting and preparing adaptec translations of special helpful 
sermons, such as Niebuhr's "The Ultimate Trust" (in "Beyond Tragedy"). We 
could invite Christian colleagues from other national organizations, together 
with evacuating missionaries, to meet every Monday morning in a united Prayer 
Meeting; and arrange special mectings for missionaries who are leaving, at which 
they may hear messages from Chinese Christian leacers to take home with then. 

It was felt that it would be very helpful to have a signed statement from 
Chinese leaders indicating the hope (which some of them had alreacy expressec) 
that in view of the permanent nature of anticipated change: concitions, anc most 
of the essentially ecumenical nature of the Church, wherever possible a "task 
force" of specially suitable missionaries shoulc remain to meet the challenge to 
our Christian witness - such a statement would bring support anc encouragement. 
- to missionaries who hac already deciced tc remain, anc miznt assist othcrs in 
making their cecision, while also giving the guiccance that many Mission leaders 
were desirious of gaining from Chinese collcagues at this time. Various policy 
Cecisions were taken. The central NCC Office should remain in Shanghai, but 
branch offices shoul” be set uo as required - immediatc steps for Poiping and 
Hankow, wita plans for west anc south Chine. Branch offices should be helped 
with funcs and materials and be given cuc autonomy while isolatec. Local Council 
members shoulc be written to and cncouragec to take full responsibility in this . 
connection; local leacership shoulc be recruited ror staffing, together with 
some members of our centrai staff, wherc this can be satisfactorily s.orxed out. 
Regional work shoulc be strenzthenec by getting re-allocatcd missionary (or 
Chinese) personnel, even if oniy for a temporary period. The Forvarc Moveuent 
must be implemcntec through intensive visitation of the Churches, largely by 
their ovm leaders. A small administrative office for handling certain finances 
and maintaining outsice contacts shoulc be set up at Hongkong (tomorrow morning, 
or rather this morning, since it is now 2.15 a.m.$ I am making « flying visit 
to Hongkong to make arrangements for this - we also have personnel in winc.) 
Small committees were set up for special stucy of the questions of revivin, NCC 
relief (since Christian relief has always been a form of our witness and uncared 
for needs will be on the increase) anc of the crganization of special units to 
attempt work in occupicd areas - in this connection the cifference vas pointed 
out of those who go in for temporary service from those whe woulc have to go to 
Stay, anc the neec for effective mobile mecical work to be based anyway upon 
hospitals, together with the doubtfulness of mobility being permitted; in gen- 
eral it was thought much better to encourage and help suitable personnel to 


remain in arcas where they ere known, than to plan the entry of raw recruits to ; ¥ 
China at this time. 
9) The Future? It is in God's hands, and for that reason we are unafraic, and F 


moreover prepareca to weicome many changes and enceavor to adapt ourselves to a 
nev; era. None of us, whetner here or at home, must think of the probabilities 
negatively. Yet we are not optimistic about immediate possibilities, only full 
of faith in the Lord of History (not its processes). Who is the Fathor of our 
spirits, anc convincec of a cuty to witness to this faith and to the Christian 
way of life; so long as an opportunity remains, so long should it be taxen; ve 
deave the rest to God. However, limitec personnel and opportunites may be, we 
anticipate that great giving will still be needed in the immeciate future and 
we Call for the maximum possible support - this is no time to go slor, or with- 
hold. Travel is very expensive now, and much must be cone while it can be cone. 
Christian literature agencies must be encouraged to empty their shelves vhile 
transport is possible, and they may neec some financial assurances, as well as’ 
money for the transport. Institutions such as hospitals and schools may need 
tremendous sums if they are to be kept running curing transition periods, before 
they can finc their feet under a hew regime, anc while contencing with utterly 


O« 
abnormal rates of exchange and remittance fees. Branch offices of the NCC should 
be given a foundation. Well, it may be "now or never." Please expect some finan- 


Cial appeal before long; meanwhile, get reacy, or con't wait! "The King's bus- 
iness requireth hasto"...anc demancs our all. 


Yours sincerely, 
(signed) 


Victor E. W. Hayward 
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China Situation 
Informal Conference 
January 10, 1949 - 12:00-1:15 — Room 503 


PRESENT: Frank T. Cartwright 
Miss Louise Robinson 
Robert J. McMullen 
Mrs. Charles H. Sears 
Dr. E. A. Fridell 
Miss Margaret E. Forsyth 


Lennig Sweet: 

J. W. Decker 

Earl C. Dahlstrom Evangelical Mission Covenant 

Miss Margaret H. Brown Christian Lite Society of China 


Rev. and Mrs. A. F. Ufford Baptist 
Rowland M. Cross 


Board News [tems 
Methodist Board::A letter dated January 3rd from the Treasuer of the Mission in 


Shanghai reported that several of the missionaries, including wives 
had gone back to their posts,.even to the interior. The only young people who have 
shifted their base are the ones who are working in the new Methodist office in Hong- 
kong...The doctor in churge of the Methodist Hospital in Peiping said the hospital is 

¢ now out cf bounds because the Nationalists took over the legation. 


Lutheran Board: Reported receipt of o letter from Tsingtao asking permission for 
missionaries to evacuate to Liuchow, South China. They will go into 


this field as a cooperative Lutheran effort with other groups...A German missionary 
couple who are retiring will be coming to the United States where he has been accepted 


as a lecturer at Chicago Seminary. 

Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, Executive Secretary of the Commission on 
Orphaned Missions of the National Lutheran Council,reported at Buck Hill Falls that 
newspaper stories stating that the Lutherans were withdrawing from China are quite 


inaccurate. The facts are as follows: 


"1. There are four of the Synods cooperating in the National Lutheran | 
Council who have work in China. Of these, one has practically its entire | ‘ 
missionary staff in China. The three others have withdrawn about one third | # 


of their missionaries. Some if these have gone home because they were be- ; i: 
yond the retirement age, others because of illness, and still others y 
because they had little children and they had arrived so recently that they bg 
Gid not have enough of language information to be able to do effective work 5 


at a time like this. 
"2. All workers on the several Lutheran Orphaned Mission Fields in China &;: 

remain. | | 
"3. The four Scandinavian countries who have several societies doing 

work in China are continuing their full missionary personnel. One of these, 

namely the Danish Missionary Society, has missionaries in Manchuria with whom 

i it has been exceedingly difficult to matintain contact. 
g : oa red All Lutheran Chinese Nationals in the occupied area are staying on 

ob." 


Dr, Schiotz also stated: 
"Buring the last week in November and the first week of December, the 
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Union Lutheran Theological Seminary, formerly located ct Shekow, north of 

Hankow, was removed to Tao Fong Shan at Shatin, just outside of Hongkong, 

in order that they may continue to prepare pastors for Luthernn congrega- 

tions all over China. 
"During the first week in December a piece of property was bought at 

33 Granville, Kowloon City in Hongkong in order that the Lutheran World 

Federation might maintain a headquarters for continuing work in China. 

"Now a word about plans for the future. December 14 representatives 
of the Boards of Foreign Missions of The United Lutheran Church, The 

Augustana Lutheran Church, The Evangelical Lutheran Church, and The 

Lutheran Free Church met in a joint committee in Minneapolis to discuss 

the future of their work in China. Out of this meeting grew several 

significant decisions. It was decided to ask the several boards repre- 

sented in this committee to recommend to their superintendents in China: 

-" 1. That a joint committee be set up consisting of the superintendents 
of the several Lutheran fields in order that all problems arising out of 7 
the present crisis might be dealt with unitedly. It was recommended that 
Dr. John L. Benson of thr Augustana Lutheran Church be named the con- 
venor of the committee. 

2. More money should be made available to permit Chinese supervising 
pastors and officers of the Lutheran Church to enlarge their program of 
visitation among the congregations. At present, Dr. Peng Fu, President 
of the Lutheran Church in Chine is visiting congregations of the Lutheran 
Church throughout the Communist occupied area. 

3. That sub-depots be established to expedite the distribution of 
printed matter. 

4. That new printed matter be prepared tnet might deal with the needs 
of the Christian Church in this period of stress and emergency. 

3 5. That Chinese Nationals might be given special training to provide 
greater mobility in the program of the Church. It is likely that in 
carrying out such a recommendction that we will lean heavily upon some 
of our fellow Lutherans from Europe who had specialized experience in 

occupied countries during the war period. 

? 6. That possibilities for loceting new fields for work in China should 

. be explored, but that no new work should be started unless it is done 

cooperatively." 


United Board for 


Christian Colleges: It was indicated that the people were formerly jittery had 
settled dom. A letter from the Acting President of Yenching 


‘ said the situation outside of Peiping was serious but that as far as he had been able 
3 to learn there were not casualties in the recent battle. One of the faculty members 
; had gone into the city on New Year's day with 200 Yenching students and on the way 
out and back saw no soldier of either side. It is expected that the Presidents of 
Nanking University and Ginling College will remain in Nanking. 


The Secretary reported on letters from China: Dr. Luther Shao, an outstanding 
Chinese leader in the Disciples Church wrote on December 18th as follows: 


"We called an emergency meeting here in Nanking. We mapped out our 
policies on emergency periods. Letters were sent out to all workers 
asking their opinions as how to face the situation. It is very hearten- 
ing that nearly all Chinese workers wish to stay wherever they are, and 
missionaries express the same attitude to stay, except a fow families. 
We all feel that our Christian organizations such as schools, hospitals, 
and churches are non-political. We shall carry on our work whatever the 
outcome may be. We have the sheep to shepherd, students to educate, 
patients to heal, and people to serve. All aim is to proclaim His gospel 
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and we know that we have a Christian message for them. The very pre- 
sence of all Christians, Chinese and Western, in these areas in 2 time 
like this is a real testimony of our abiding faith. We know that it is 
not an easy task to stay. We anticipate difficulties and even persecu- 
tions, but we are willing to suffer for His cause. 

"Do pray for us. This is the Christmas season. We do pray that 
the Prince of Peace certainly will bring peace to China and to the 
world. May Christians of all lands rededicate ourselves to Him and 
seriously bring His om tidings of peace on earth and good will to 
all mankind." 


One result of the evacuation of missionaries from one part of China to 
another is cooperation of church groups in Christian work in a given area. A fine 
example of this is the united Christian program of the Church of the Brethren, 
formerly of Shansi, and the Methodist West China Conference. The following principles 
for continuing cooperation were unanimously approved by both groups: 

"Tt is hereby understood between the Methodist Church and the Church of 
the Brethren that they will cooperate in medical, educational, and evangelis- 
tic work in the Tzechung-Neikiang arens of Szechwan, upon the following basis: 
1. Both the Methodist and the Church of the Brethren churches shall con- 
tribute in funds and personnel to the various aspects of mission and church 
work to the extent of their resources, and their representation on boards, 
and committees of ingtitutions and work may be on an equal basis, not accord- 
ing to any proportionate contribution of their churches. | 


2. The Coordinating Council, composed of five representatives from each | 
church shall be formed, which Council shall have charge of joint medical, 
educational, and evangelistic work in the Tzechung-Neikiang arec. 


3. This Coordinating Counsil shall have authority to determine, as need 
and opportunities arise, the specific areas in which each church shall pro~ 
mote its evangelistic program, and shall appoint a sub-committee for mutual 
consultation in regard to evangelistic plans and program. It is understood 
that within the areas determined by the Coordinating Council, each church 

shall be Speman ies free to promote the interests of its own denomination- 


al group. 


4. In the administration of medical and educational institutions support- 
ed by the cooperative effort of these two churches in the Tzechung-Neikiang 
area, one-half of such representation as the churches have upon the Boards 
of these institutions may be appointed by each church, thus giving the 
Methodist Church and the Church of the Brethren equal responsibility in 
directing these institutions. 


5. Each Mission will furnish housing for its own personnel. In insti- 
tutions, housing upkeep and repair will be the responsibility of the 
institution and allocation of personnel to that housing will be the re- 
sponsibility of that institution. 


6. This agreement may be reviewed or terminated by the agreeing parties 
upon a two-year notice by either party. This agreement shall go into 
effect upon its acceptance by the Church of the Brethren Mission and the 
West China Conference Ficld Committee of the Methodist Church." 


Dr. Brubaker writes from China: 


"Careful study of the above principles will reveal the fact that there are 
areas of work where we will cooperate with the Methodists and by so doing do 
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a better job than either group could do alone. There is also, however, 
ample opportunity for the Church of the Brethren to enter new fields 

where she can develop her own churches and follow her om polity. In 

all areas of work she will have ample opportunity to teach her beliefe 

and practices. We believe definitely that this is a great step for- 

ward in mission work in China and that we will have an opportunity to 

work together with the Methodist West China Conference in such a way as 
will challenge all the resources and personnel available in both churches." 


Mr. Ufford in referring to the situation in Peiping as reported above, said that the 
statement that there were few, if any, casualties in the fighting around 
Peiping wes undoubtedly true but that it was not true regarding other parts of China. 
One day 1200 seriously wounded men were evacuated from Hsuchow. Word came from 
Anhwei and Chekiang that missionaries were to be evacuated if they felt that they 
could not go through a period without proper food and without proper heating. We 
paid no attention to that at first. Later our Mission drew up plans for evacuation. 
Older people and young people with children are to be evacuated. Those without 
children will remain as long as they can. Southern Presbyterian and Lutheran mission- 
aries had gone through serious times at the hands of Communists. One young man had 
been taken thirteen times in twelve months. The Nationalists build walls around the 
cities and the Communists tear down the walls. A young Presbyterian Missionary on 
the boat coming home was able to consult not only with Protestant missionaries but 
with a group of Catholic missionaries and he got out a very helpful report on the 
situation. (This is a nine-page report entitled "The Advance of Communism in China 
in Relation to the Church." We have e« copy of this confidential document but do not 
expect to mimeograph it.) The reason people are steadier in Shanghai today than 
in some other parts of China is because there are 897 U.S. Marines on boats. Shanghai 
was a mad—house; people are trampled to death and trains so overcrowded that at one 
place four or five people were swept off and killed...There is varied opinion among 
our Chinese friends as to the cdvisability of missionaries remaining...There was no 
encouragement from the Chinese for missionaries to remain in Ningpo...The whole 
country is ready for any change; people believe it cannot be worse than the present 
situation...In some places Christiun work is closed up and in other places it is 
carried on. That it is Russian Communism is a certain fact. 


Mrs. Ufford said that her contacts had been very much with the students, and the 
university students have been deep pink to red in Chekiang University for 
some time. The Christian women are facing serious problems with regard to their 
families. They fear the indoctrination of their children into Communism and all we 
can do is to pray for them. Especially are they concerned for their young children 
who are not firmly enough established in the Christian faith...The women students, 
and men too, were very enthusiastic for o change. Any change would be better than 
the present government. However, some who had been the reddest were wishing they 
were out in the far west with their parents...When we came away the reds were sweep- 
ing down very fast and no one would have been surprised if Nanking had fallen within 
the week...The stress we want to lay in America today is on prayer; prayer for these 
young people trying to find God. Many have touched Him in their hearts but their 
heads have not found Him yet. Our message to the Church is that what China needs 


today is more prayer, 


Miss Brown: In a letter written the first part of September by a Friends Service 
Unit worker in Communist territory there wore two very siginificant 
points. The writer was working alone at an agriculutral oxperimental station. He 
was full of enthusiasm and anxious to return to the United States at the end of his 
period of service in order to interest those engaged in similar experiments in this 
country with a view to mutual help. He mentioned that he had paid a visit to the 
headquarters of the Border Region in the hope that his second six months of service 
might be more fruitful than his first. He reported a successful meeting with the 
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General in charge of the Border Region but found it disappointing on his return to 
find that he was to have a "body-guard servant every moment of the time and eat in 


splendid isolation." 

The second significant remark concerned his visit, on his return journey 
from Border Region Headquarters, to a village where he met two British research 
workers who were making 2 study of the Social and Political Developments in the 
rural section of Communist territory. He remakred that they were deeply interested 
in the experiments and felt that considerable progress had been made in the few 
months since they had first visited that village but they warned against people say- 
ing either "that it is simply wonderful" or "that it is simply terrible." They 


remarked that "there is nothing simple about it." 


General Discussion: Opinion was expressed that we are too optimistic about the 
situation in Communist controlled areas. Others expressed the 


- opinion that it was not optimism but a determination to stay and serve under whatever 
regime. They know the dangers but are willing to face them. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Comnittee 


| 
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PRESENT Frank T. Cartwright 


Miss Helen Shirk 

Robert J. McMullen 

Gerald Winfield 

Miss Margaret F. Forsyth 

Paul B. Collyer 

W. C. Fairfield 

Luman Shafer 

K. H. Ting ; . Student Christian Federation 
Bishop Michael S. Chang Fukien, China 


Board News Items 


Reformed Board: Reported letter from Fukien stating that the second semester is not 
opening until March. 


American Bible There is no real change in the situation in China so far as the 


Society Bible Society is concerned. The Secretary and his family are still 


| in Shanghai and the Secretary of the Scottish Society is now in 
process of moving to Hongkong. Chinese workers are doing a splendid job. An ex- 
cellent report has been receiving showing an increase in the distribution of the 


Seriptures up to 2,900,000 Bibles and portions. The appropriation for 1949 is 


slightly more than double that for 1948. Six tons of Scriptures have been sent to 
China and planes are taking the Scriptures to Chungking and other parts of China. 


YWCA : The field staff of the YW had dispersed after having been in Shanghai, the 

senior member of the staff had gone to Peiping and it is assumed that 
she is going to carry on work out from that city. They are going right ahead with 
their work. 


United Board 
Christian Colleges: The East China University Board was formerly organized as a 
Provisional Board. Every member of the Board was present when 
this action was taken...In Tsinan the Communists took two-thirds of the campus at 
Cheeloo for the Hua Tung University. This particular Communist university is not 
very stable as yet...Yenching University has been carrying on a fiar amount of their 
scheduled work. Communist representatives have been talking with the students, 
having the students come together for lectures on Communism but these representatives 
have carefully refrained from having any contact with any of the administrators. 
When they cp,e on the campus they avoid seeing the president or faculty. The reason 
given is that the Communists have not yet decided what their attitude will be toward 
institutions like Yenching and until that is decided their representatives will not 
discuss anything with the administrators for fear they may commit themselves in such 
a way as to embarras them...There is a certain amount of banking going on; the 
currency used is the Great Wall Note, the bank being used is the Northern Sea. In 
Tsinan the medium of exchange seems to be bales of yarn...All is quiet at Hankow. 


United Lutheran: Two families and one single woman have gone to Hongkong; two single 

women are going to Canton and two single men and one single woman 
are staying on at Tsingtao. They are turning over the work of the hospitals and 
schools to the Chinese. 
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The Secretary reported the receipt of a letter from W. P. Mills (who arrived in 
“> Shanghai December 17th) enclosing the following letter from a missionary of the Free 


“" Methodist Church of North America: 


"at the request of Rev. W- P. Mills, I am writing you briefly of my 
=~ F experience with the Communists. I have been a missionary under the Free 

: Methodist Church of North America, working in China almost twenty-eight 
years. For the past two years the two cities where I have been have been 
surrounded by Communists, but they finally occupied these two large inland 
cities the last of October this last fall. 

"Since the Nationalists withdrew there was no fighting in the cities, 
and no time of lawlessness. The Communists quite ignored me the first 
two weeks, though they saw me as I went about on my bicycle as usual. 
Later when I talked with them they were most friendly, and assured me of 
their protection and goodwill. They told me that I was free to go preach- 
ing the Gospel in the country or anywhere I chose, and under their pro- 
tection. They said they did not like America because she was helping 
their enemies, but that as a citizen I could not help that, and so they 
had nothing against me. 

"They said it was all right for us to assist schools and hospitals 
and to do relief work, all with Church funds from America. Their only 
stipulation was that we should not teach the Nationalists' Civil Govern- . 
ment text, and that the students should attend certain school rallies 
when sent the notice. Our Christian High School with over 400 students 
never lost a class. They had to go to two gatherings the first month. 

"Our Bible School likewise has continued and they say it may con- 
tinue to do so, that such is included in the newest. and last item of 
their creed which gives freedom of thought and religion. 

"They told me to tell the missionaries and other foreigners as well, 
to come back to work in their territory and they would protect them. They 
promised everything. There has been some land revision and earlier it was 
very drastic in the country places about us. However, even in these areas 
which have been occupied for about two years, our Chinese say conditions 
are much quieter and more normal than they were a year ago. It does 
seem that chnages are coming about and that as they take in more people 
and more territory that they ore modifying their polices. They say so 
themselves. One officer said, 'When the kettle belonged to Chiang Kai 
Shek we tried to destroy it, bit now that it is ours we want to preserve 
it.' Earlier, some of our Chinese leaders were afraid to have the 
missionaries stay, but now these same persons are urging me to stay, 
and feel it will not endanger them. If a few missionaries can stand by, 

I believe it will have great bearing on the future of Missions in China. 
We are here, and until we are actually driven out [ personally feel we 
should stay. The Lord has led me to stay, and even though it may be 
difficult at times, I believe there is a work to be done here right 
now. China was opened to the Gospel though great difficulty and loss 
of life, and down through the years there have been dangers, war and 
persecution. Why should we give up now? 

"I met several Christian Communists, and some of them were former 
school boys of mine. Even Communists have souls to be saved. A week's 
revival meeting was held in-- by a Chinese evangelist just be- 
fore I came to Shanghai this time, and many seekers were at the altar. 

No one stopped the meetings and that is a place where Communists have 
been in control for two years. I personally held a three days' meeting 
at our High School without interruption. I am going back, the Lord 
willing, to stay as long as I can, and I hope others may do the same. I 
hope the Home Churches may back us at this time." 


‘ 
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Bishop Chang of Fukien was invited to speak to the group. He has been spending 
some time in England and reported that the Church Missionary Society had decided to 
use the term "East Asia" instead of "Far East" to designate its work in that 
section. The Church Missionary Society is facing great problems with regard to 

its work in Mohammendan countries...Bishop Chang stated that the present Governor 
of Fukien is an earnest Christian, a man of prayer and of integrity of purpose. 
Some time ago at a retreat of the three churches, the Governor called upon the 


delegates to uphold him in prarer. 


of the Student Christian Federation told of the plan of the Federa- 
tion for getting in contact wii! students in universities in Manchuria and North 
China. The thought is that as « first step a group of selected people, most of 
them with China experence and representing several countries, would be sent with 
these purposes in mind: (1) To take the greetings of Christian students in 
other parts of the world. (2) To make a factual survey of the educational situation 
in those areas. (3) To explore the possibility of Christian work in these univer- 
sities. (4) To find out the possibility of Christian work in general. It was felt 
that such a group of people would bring encouragement to the students in those areas 
and would establish contacts that would be helpful in their spiritual development. 
This proposal was discussed at 2 conference of the Federation in Ceylon at the turn 
of the year and we are awaiting their recommendations. 


The Secretary called attention to the meeting of China Board Secretaries 
and a small group of other friends of China, for a two-day Conference, February 10-12, 
1949 at Ramapo, New York. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10,N.Y. China-50 


Far Eastern Joint ffice CONFIDENTIAL 


tion 
Informal Conference 
January 17, 1949- 12:00 - 1:30 - Room 503 


PRESENT Frank T. Cartwright 
Miss Heien Shirk . 
Robert J. McMullen 
Gerald Winfield 
Miss Margaret E. Forsyth 
Paul B. Collyer 
W. C. Fairfield 
Luman Shafer 
K. H. Ting Student Christian Federation 
Bishop Michael S. Chang Fukien, China 


Board News Items 
Reformed Board: Reported letter from Fukien stating that the second semester is not 
opening until March. 
rican There is no real change in the situation in China so far as the 
Society Bible Society is concerned. The Secretary and his family are still 


in Shanghai and the Secretary of the Scottish Society is now in 
process of moving to Hongkong. Chinese workers are doing a splendid job. An ex- 
—y port has been receiving showing an increase in the distribution of the 
Scriptures up to 2,900,000 Bibles and portions. The appropriation for 1949 is 
Slightly more than double that for 1948. Six tons of Scriptures have been sent to 
China and planes are taking the Scriptures to Chungking and other parts of China. > 


YWCA : The field staff of the YW had dispersed after having been in Shanghai, the 

senior member of the staff had gone to Peiping and it is assumed that 
she is going to carry on work out from that city. They are going right ahead with 
their work. 


United Board 
Christian Colleges: The East China University Board was formerly organized as a 
Provisional Board. Every member of the Board was present when 
this action was taken...In Tsinan the Communists took two-thirds of the campus at 
Cheeloo for the Hua Tung University. This particular Communist university is not 
very stable as yet...Yenching University has been carrying on a. fiigsr amount of their 
scheduled work. Communist representatives have been talking with the students, 
having the students come together for lectures on Communism but these representatives 
have carefully refrained from having any contact with any of the administrators. 
When they cp,e on the campus they avoid seeing the president or faculty. The reason 
given is that the Communists have not yet decided what their attitude will be toward 
institutions like Yenching and until that is decided their representatives will not 
discuss anything with the administrators for fear they may commit themselves in such 
a Way as to embarras them...There is a certain amount of banking going on; the 
currency used is the Great Wall Note, the bank being used is the Northern Sea. In 
—- gate medium of exchange seems to be bales of yarn...All is quiet at Hankow. 


United Lutheran: Two families and one single woman have gone to Hongkong; two single 

women are going to Canton and two single men and one single woman 
are staying on at Tsingtao. They are turning over the work of the hospitals and 
schools to the Chinese. 
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The Secretary reported the receipt of a letter from W. P. Mills (who arrived in 
'’ Shanghai December 17th) enclosing the following letter from a missionary of the Free 


“" Methodist Church of North America: 


"at the request of Rev. W- P. Mills, I em writing you briefly of ny 
experience with the Communists. I have been a missionary under the Free 
Methodist Church of North America, working in China almost twenty-eight 
years. For the past two years the two cities where I have been have been 
surrounded by Communists, but they finally occupied these two large inland 
cities the last of October this last fall. 

"Since the Nationalists withdrew there was no fighting in the cities, 
and no time of lawlessness. The Communists quite ignored me the first 
two weeks, though they saw me as I went about on my bicycle as usual. 
Later when I talked with them they were most friendly, and assured whe of 
their protection and goodwill. They told me that I was free to go preach- 
ing the Gospel in the country or anywhere I chose, and under their pro- 
tection. They said they did not like America because she was helping 
their enemies, but that as a citizen I could not help that, and so they 
had nothing against me. 

"They said it was all right for us to assist schools and hospitals 
and to do relief work, all with Church funds from America. Their only 
stipulation was that we should not teach the Nationelists' Civil Govern- 
ment text, and that the students should attend certain school rallies 
when sent the notice. Our Christian high School with over 400 students 
never lost a class. They had to go to two gatherings the first month. 

"Our Bible School likewise has continued and they say it may con- 

| tinue to do so, that such is included in the newest and last item of 
3 their creed which gives freedom of thought and religion. 

"They told me to tell the missionaries and other foreigners as well, 
to come back to work in their territory and they would protect them. They 
promised everything. There has been some land revision and earlier it was 
very drastic in the country places about us. However, even in these areas 
which have been occupied for about two years, our Chinese say conditions 
are much quieter and more normal than they were a year ago. It does 
seem that chnages are coming about and that as they take in more people 
and more territory that they ore modif:;ing their polices. They say so 
themselves. One officer said, ‘When the kettle belonged to Chiang Kai 
Shek we tried to destroy it, bit now that it is ours we want to preserve 

it.' Earlier, some of our Chinese leaders were afraid to have the 
missionaries stay, but now these same persons are urging me to stay, 
and feel it will not endanger them. If a few missionaries can stand by, 
I believe it will have great bearing on the future of Missions in China. 
We are here, and until we are actually driven out I personally feel we 
should stay. The Lord has led me to stay, and even though it may be 
difficult at times, I believe there is 2 work to be done here right 
now. China was opened to the Gospel though great difficulty and loss 
of life, and down through the years there have been dangers, war and 
persecution. Why should we give up now? 

"I met several Christian Communists, and some of them were former 
school boys of mine. Even Communists have souls to be saved. A week's 
revival meeting was held in-- by a Chinese evangelist just be- 
fore I came to Shanghai this time, and many seekers were at the altar. 

No one stopped the meetings and that is a place where Communists have 
been in control for two years. I personally held a three days’ meeting 
at our High School without interruption. I am going back, the Lord 
willing, to stay as long as I can, and I hope others may do the same. I 
hope the Home Churches may back us at this time." 
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Bishop Chang of Fukien was invited to speak to the group. He has been spending 
some time in England and reported that the Church Missionary Society had decided to 
use the term "East Asia" instead of "Far East" to designate its work in that 
section. The Church Missionary Society is facing great problems with regard to 

its work in Mohammenden countries...Bishop Chang stated that the present Governor 
of Fukien is an earnest Christian, a man of prayer and of integrity of purpose. 
Some time ago at a retreat of the three churches, the Governor called upon the 


delegates to uphold him in prarer. 


of the Student Christian Federation told of the plan of the Federa- 
tion for getting in contact wit! students in universitics in Manchuria and North 
China. The thought is that as e first step a group of selected people, most of 

them with China experence and representing several countries, would be sent with 
these purposes in mind: (1) To take the greetings of Christian students in 

other parts of the world. (2) To make a factual survey of the educational situation 
in those areas. (3) To explore the possibility of Christian work in these univer- 
sities. (4) To find out the possibility of Christian work in general. It was felt 
that such a group of people would bring encouragement to the students in those areas 


_ and would establish contacts that would be helpful in their spiritual development. 


This proposal was discussed at 2 conference of the Federation in Ceylon at the turn 


- of the year and we are awaiting their recommendations. 


The Secretary called attention to the meeting of China Board Secretaries 
and a small group of other friends of China, for a two-day Conference, February 10-12, 


3 1949 at Ramapo, New York. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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China Situation 
Informal Conference 


February 21, 1949 - 12:00 - 1:30 - Room 503 


PRESENT: Mrs. Charles H. Sears. 
E. A. Fridell 
.Luman J. Shafer 
J. We. Decker . 
Miss Helen Shirk 
John H. Reisner 
Arnold B. Vaught 
Robert J. Mcliullen 


Lennig Sweet 
Robert Tesdeli Commission on Youtn Service : 
R. M. Cross 

Board News Items 


The following cablegrams have been received recently from Peiping: 


"SHANSI DIRECT POST BRINGS FEBRUARY SEVENTH TAIKU ASSURANCE ’ 
TAIKU FENCHOW FRIENDS ENJOY NOXMAL HEALTh AND ACTIVITIES 
ALL WELL PEIPING TIENTSIN AREAS." Elmer Galt-American Board 


"NORTH CHINA WORKERS ALL WELL WCi?K CONTINUING FUNDS AND MAIL | 
CUT OFF AT PRESENT NOTIFY FRIENDS AND FAMILIES." 
Edward Aeschliman- Methodist Board 


"APPROXIMATELY 600 STUDENTS SPRING SEMESTER CAMPUS LIFE NORMAL 


Hongkong has gone to Canton to teach in the Bible School. There is opportunity 
for evangelistic type of work in a new area. 


NEW REGIME HELPFUL FINANCING COMMUNITY INTERNATIONAL POST TRADE § 

STILL UNAVAILABLE RELIGIOUS ACADEMIC FREEDOM ON CAMPUS INFORM K 

YENCHING CONSTITUENCY WE PLEDGE INTEGRITY GREETINGS TO ALL." 

Bliss Wyant - Yenching j 

United Lutheran: Report was made of a telephone call from Shanghai on February | . 
18th from a missionary en route to Hongkong who stated that the . 

four missionaries in Tsingtao were staying on. A Bible Training School has been an k 
opened there with other denominations assisting. One missionary who had been in ) ; 


C.u.S, A letter from a friend in Shanghai who is in the Research Department of 
Central Bank stated that the policy of the bank had been not to evacuate 
the staff. They were making no plans to move out of Shanghai. 


¥.M.C.A. Report is that business men and their wives are going back to Shanghai. 
The YMCA planning to send Mr. and Mrs. Magill back to China in April. 


American Boerd: Isabel Hemingway, an American Board missionary on furlough,writes: 
"Why I am Waiting to Go to Communist Chine 
"In Mey 1948 I attended the Council Meeting of the North China Kung 
Li Hui in Peiping where policies for the coming year were decided upon. The Big 
Question of how best to carry on our Christian witness seemed to have three possible 
answers: 1) Move personnel to other parts of China where they could continue even 
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if all of North China came under communist control. This was followed when mission- 
aries with small children went tc Foochow this fall, 2) Continue with projects as 
at present no matter what happens. Pastors, teachers, doctors and nurses are follow- 
ing this in communist occupied Taiku and Fenyang as well as in Peiping and Tientsin 
where there may be less change. 3) Set up some work in communist territory filling 
a need felt by the authorities there to show that we do not limit the Christian 
message because of the political group in control. 

"Edith Galt and I are both graduate nurses with additional training as 
midwives. Ve were both born in North China and have knowledge of local customs as 
well as the local patter. I have had more experience in Chinese hospitals and she 
has had more in teaching in America as well as Public Health Nursing. We felt 
strongly that a witness should be made to the Christian Faith in Communist China and 
the best way would be to offer to go ourselves. 

"Do all of you recognize the initials UNICEF? No? Well, I didn't either 
so I'll tell you this time. United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund. 
During the last year it has carried on a program for children in many countries in 
Europe on both sides of the Iron Curtain so there seemed good chances for work both 
from Nanking and Shichiachuang south of Paoting where the American Board has had 
work for years. It is also where the train branches off into Shansi so I have been 
there many times before it became the communist headquarters for that area. Dr. 
Eloesser felt that the greatest need for the children of that part of the country is 
medical care. The present plans are for 3-5 montns courses to health workers. 

These are to cover the germ-theory methods of transmission of disease disinfection 
and first aid. These courses are not to interfere with long-time training of doctors 
and nurses but to give a great many people a very elementary knowledge that is to be 
of practical use. Edith and I would be there to teach how to do clean deliveries - 
very simple ideas such as washing of hands before delivering the baby, boiling the 
scissors that is used to cut the cord and using a sterilized string to tie it. 

That sounds as though everyone knows it, but I am sure these ideas aren't being 
followed in North China right now. 

"How far have arrangements progressed? ABCFM Prudential Committee has 
approved of the North China Council lending Edith and me to UNICEF in that area. 
UNICEF has a policy of working with government or private agencies with long-time 
projects in its line and it feels that we represent a long-time project in China and 
that it can use us right now. The communist heads have been consulted and say that 
they would be glad to have two missionary nurses come with UNICEF personnel." 


Mr. Robert Tesdell of the Commission on Youth Service was present and spoke briefly 
of plans for Youth Work Camps in Japan and possibly in China. 


General Discussion: Dr. McMullen raised the question of policy with regard to re- 
leases both to our constituency in America and to the field. 


It was felt that a plan should be worked out for releasing information to mission 
Boards and responsible Christian organizations in China on matters affecting policy 
and program. 


N G: February 28, 1949 at 12 o'clock. We expect to have Mr. and Mrs. 
Newton Bowles with us at this meeting. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary ~ 
China Committee 
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China Situation 
Informal Conference 


February 28, 1949 - 12:00 - 1:30 - Room 503 


PRESENT: Frank T. Cartwright 
W. C. Fairfield 
Miss Helen Shirk 
Mrs. Arthur M. Sherman 
Earle H. Ballou 
E. A. Fridell 
Robert J. McMullen 
Arnold B. Vaught 
J. H. Reisner 


Lyman Hoover 
Mr. and Mrs. Newton Bowles United Nations International Children's 
Emergency Fund 
R. M. Cross 
Board News Items 


Lutheran Board: Report was made of the effort being made to have a Chinese girl come 
to the U.S. not as a student but to visit churches in this country. 


It appears now that she will be able to secure « passport. 


S Y.M.C.A. Mr. Lyman Hoover who has been in Chine recently brought greetings from the 
NCC and the group in Shanghai. Mr. Hoover said that the friends in 

Shanghai meet every week to discuss their mutual problems, in ea similar way to this 
informal group meeting here. He reported that Shanghai is a very active center and 
expressed the opinion that no one can know the situation in China who has been out of 
China for six months and sometimes six weeks; changes take place so rapidly that it is 
difficult to keep up with them. Mr. Hoover reported t6 the Y.M.C.A. thet he believed 
that in order to maintain contacts in the Christian movement it would be necessary to 
give a certain number of men freedom to go back and forth to China. There is nothing 
that substitutes for living in the situation. It will cost more money for travel but 
there is need to get the feel of things and the atmosphere and feeling of the people, 
especially for thosewho have the background language. There is a probability that 
the presence of missionaries will sometimes be an embarrassment to the Chinese fricnds 
but these friends have thought things through and know that it will involve a price 
but they have said that they cannot deceive the Communists and there is no use to try 
to do it. Many fecl that China will stand up better than the European countries 


under the new regime. 


Baptist Board: Nothing new to report. Further word has been received that none of 
the West China missionarios is coming out except tho -three who are 
due on furlough. 


United Board 
Christian Colleges: Report from the University of Shanghai states that attendance at 
ss religious services is voluntary but 32 per cent of the 1152 
students are Christian, which is an increase over any semester since the war. 

Excerpts from the UBCCC bulletin of March 2nd: 

HWA NAN In spite of the political turmoil which has caused strikes and unrest in 
many parts of the country, the student body at Hwa Nan continued unmoved, although 
pressure was brought against them constantly. The first semester was completed witb~ 
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ia out interruption. There were 312 students enrolled, of whom 119 were Freshmen.Many 
e tudents help in the Free School or in Sunday Schools and are greatly beloved. They 
fare 


wp ere gladly with the needy. 
Lingnan University has an increased enrollment of 211 students for the 


second semester, of whom 146 aro transfers or guest students from other institutions 
in north and central Chine. Among these are 25 from Ginling, 18 from St. John's, 17 
from Yenching, 15 from Nanking and 13 from the University of Shanghai. 
_ NANKING The second semester opened in the middle of February with prospects of an 
enrollment of 500 students as compared with 1344 in the first semester. The faculty 
and administrative staff actually on the campus numbered 186 Chinese and seven wester- 
ners. 
WEST CHINA A church building is being erected on the campus of West China Union 
University to supply a long felt need. The position of the faculty is that "this is 
the time for aggressive Christianity to take the initiative." The plan is the result 
of 18 years of prayer and determined planning. West China is also receiving an influx 
of students from other parts of the country. 


Church World 
Service: The following paragraph from a letter dated Feb. 19th from Shanghri was 
reported: 


"In regard to the situation in Tsingtao, there is a bit of confusion. 
On the one hand, the crowds cheer marines and sailors rut on the other hand throw rocks 
at American civilians. Also a number of the trucks delivering rice have been locted. 
This may be due to a group who are over zealous to establish themselves with the inm- 
pending regime, or it may be due to planted trouble makers from this side. The credit 
would go to the CPs but would originate from diehards. Anyway it gives us concern and 
may make it necessary to have very little movement of foreigners when we are first 

> eee over. The indications are thot cables and telegrams can be continued." 


Mr. Newton Bowles with the United Nations International Children's Emer- 
gency Fund told of the work of that organization primarily in countries that have 
suffered because of the war. The U.N.I.C.E.F. is actually 2 United Nations program 
which is at work in all parts of Europe without regard to political situations, and 
services have also been extended to China. Private and government agencies make dis- 
tribution of food to children; about 150,000 children have benefited by this United 
Nations program. The practice is to have governments match what the orgunization 


does. 
Mrs. Bowles reported on her work with the Institute of Pacific Relations. 
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a CHINA COMMITTEE March 15, 1949 


F ASIAN CONFERENCE C N 
Kiang VYien-Han 


The Asian Leaders Training Conference of the World's Student Christian Federa- 
tion was held at Kingswood College, Kandy, in Ceylon, from December 20, 1943 to 
January 4, 1949. The Chinese Student Christian Movement was represented by the 
following eight people: Miss Peggy Shen, (Shanghai YVICA student secretary), Miss 
Rosaline Hsieh (National Chekiang University, representing the Episcopal Church), 
Mrs. Elisa Cheng (Fukien Christian University), Mrs. Susan Ting (National Amoy 
University Student Christian Center secretaiy), Mr. Herbert Hahn (Nanking YMCA 
student secretary), Mr. Y. T. Wu (Head of the Association Press), and myself. Peggy, 
Rosaline, and Herbert left a week earlier in order to help the Local Committee of 
the Conference. The rest of us took a CNAC plane to reach Calcutta on December 15, 
1948. From Calcutta we took a train all the way to Kandy via Madras. We spent four 
nights on the train. Before the Conference was started, we participated in a 
Leaders' Retreat at Trinity College in Kandy for a couple of days. 


Kandy is seventy-three miles northeast of Colombo in the heart of Ceylon. It 
was the old capital of the Island. This little picturcsque town with a population 
of 50,000 is situated in the bosom of enfolding hills and amidst a wealth of blossom- 
ing trees. There is the world-famous Temple of Buddha's Tooth which Fa Hsien once 
wrote about. During the festival time in August, the Rebi is taken out in a grand 

~_ J —ane-pompous procession together with the gaily decorated elephants. Incidentally, 
the elephant has been chosen as the symbol on the national flag of Ceylon. Just 
about a year ago, Ceylon was proclaimed a Dominion of two main racial elements. The 

| _Sinhalse figure about four million anc their religion is Buddhism. Then there are 

. about two million Tamils who are Hindu in origin. The new,site of Ceylon's first 
university is being built near Kandy. It occupies an area of 2,500 acres and will 
take another 25 years to complete all the construction. Trinity and Kingswood’ 
colleges are really secondary schools. Trinity was founded by the Church Missionary 
Society 76 years ago. Its chapel is a fine example of a modern building in 
Sinhalese architecture. Kingswooc is situated betiicen the City of Kandy and the 
Royal Botanic gardens. The Methodist Missionary Society has been cenducting the 
school for more than fifty years. 


The weather we had in Kandy around Christmas and New Year time was warm but 
comfortable. The following thirteen countries sent official delegates to the con- 
ference: India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, China, Japan, Korea, Siam, Indonesia, 
Singapore, the Philippines, Australia anc New Zealand. The Indonesian, Korean, and 
Japanese celegates were four or five days late in arriving. Almost toward the end 
of the Conference, we had Mir. and Mrs. Bertrand De Luze from France who were on the 
way to do missionary work in Indo-China. We also hac Miss Gwenyth Hubble from 
England who gave a lot of help in our Bible-Study. The three secretaries of tire 
WSCF present at the Conference were Philippe Maury (French), M. M. Tnomas (Indian) 
and Winburn T. Thomas (American). India and Ceylon had the largest delegations. 

The others ranged from one to eight. The total attendance was about ninety. It waa 
especially significant that we hac two men and two women from Japan. This is their | 
tise such contact with the outside world since the close of the War. 
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ad: The theme of the Conference was "Tho SCM Witnessing to Christ and Him Crucificd". 
* We had two consecutive series of addresses on the subject in the evenings, one by 
D. T. Niles of Ceylon anc another by Y. T. Wu of China. The subjects given by | 
Mr. Niles were: (1) The Nature of the Gospel, (2) anc (3) The Content of the Gospel, , 
(4) The Challenge of the Gospel. Mr. Wu's subjects were: (1) Goc and Truth, 
(2) Christ and the Way, (3) Cross and Salvation, and (4) Kingdom of God and History. 
There was a little contrast betveen the two minds. Mr. Niles talked as a theologian 
while Mr. Wu spoke as a plain man seeking to witness his faith to a non-Christian 
audience. The latter mace it clear at the beginning that his approach is "humanistic, 


naturalistic, pragmatic end somevhat syncretistic". 


The Conference vas diviced into four Commissions to study the following four 
sub-themes: (1) The SCM as Witness to the One Saviour (Evangelism), (2) The SCM 
as Witness to the One Church (Ecumenism), (3) The SCM as Witness to the One Lord of 
Common Life (Politics) and (4) The SCM as Witness to the One Truth for the University 
(University). There were four or five talks on each subject in plenary sessions. 


We > had four session in our Political Commission. Im the first two meetings, 
we reported about the actual political issues that the SCis are facing in 
the different countries. It was surprising to find how ignorant 1.e are about cach 
other's concitions and how cifficult it is to goneralizo in our ciscussions. There » 
is always the tencency in an international gathering for each of us to project our 
owm concitions upon other people anc jump to conclusions or jucgments vhich suit our 
om taste. It is so hare to learn to listen anc yet listening is the only tay to 
reach some mutual understanding. We spent some time to ciscuss the Christian con- 

—™ ception of Democracy. This is a commonly used word but each one has his own cefinition. 
2 Because of the cifferent national and political backgrounds "cemocracy" carries very 
different content in each country. From the standpoint of the Christian faith, we 
felt that the essence of democracy lies in the responsibility anc dignity of each 
individual. Eut this sense of responsibility and cignity is rooted in man's relation 
to God, the Creator. Democracy is the rule of the people but the people are not a 
law unto themselves. Man as a moral being is ultimately accountable to God. There 
can be no real democracy unless it recognizes a law beyond itself. If society is 
the source of human responsibility, then society becomes a law unto itself anc the 
result is totalitarianism. But if God is the ultimate source, then there is a basis 


for protest against social tyranny. 


We also discussed the question of Race. Again, each country has its different 
manifestations. We found that four issues were outstanding. First, is the Asiatic 
reaction against Western imperialistic domination. In most of the cowtries in Asia 
the relation with the Western peoples is an acute problem. The "White Australia” 

| policy has aroused a good deal of criticism and resentment. Second, there is the 

ks interesting problem of economic domination by the Chinese people, especially in 

: Southeast Asia. In Siam, for instance, ninety percent of the business is in Chinese 
a hands. And fifty percent of the business in the Philippines is under Chinese control. 
a In Singapore, ninety percent of the population are Chinese. Of the four delegates 
from Singapore, three are Chinese. Third, the racial and religious minorities in 
several countries are seething with autonomous movements. The most notable examples 
are the Moslems in India anc the Karens in Burma. Fourth, there is the question of 
religious liberty. The dominant Buddhist influence in cowtries like Ceylon, Burma 
and Siam tends to restrict the work of the Christian churches. The domination of 
d4ohammedanism in Pakistan, Indonesia and Malaya oes not make it easy for people of 
other religious affiliations. 
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There are Christians who justify race as an "order of creation". In so far as 
= God has created human beings differently, the races should be left alone. This seems 
to be a rationalization on the part of those who exploit the underprivileged races. 
Actually,there is no pure race in terms of blood and the differentiation is largely 
in the area of cultural traditions. Granting that racial differences are real, evil 
does not arise from such differences but from the sense of superiority of one race 
toward another. We ere all essentially "men" before God. As "men" we are all fallen 
creatures. Racial vocation is therefore limited by divine redemption which is one. 
The ultimate meaning of race can only be founc in the receemed community. Further- 
more racial conflicts are often rooted in political and economic factors. Until 
political and economic justice is realized, all talk of racial brotherhood is unreal 


end hypocritical. 


Unfortunately, we did not have much time to ciscuss the issue of Communisn. 
The colonial and feudal conditions of most of the countrics in Asia serve as fertile 
soil for the spread of this mighty movement. A large number of the stucents in China, 
Japan, and India have imbibec the Marxist iceology. The challenge of Communism and 
Soviet Russia is very real in Korea but since our Korean delegates all come from South 
Korea, their fear and hesitation was quite understandable. The delegates from Indo- 
nesia, the Philippines, Burma and Ceylon tend to shy off the subject probable for 
the reason that they cic not want their cause of nationalism to be ciscredited by 
any connection with/Communism movement. Our friends from Australia anc New Zealand 
who really belong more to the West than to Asia do not find Communism as an urgent 
issue. Nevertheless, it was agreed that the communist challenge cannot be ignored 
and that Christianity should carry on a conversation with Communisii. A clear wider- 
standing of the Christian approach to Communism is necessary even though concrete 
political decisions have to be determined by concrete political facts which are 


@ifferent in different comtries. 


It was pointed out that from the Christian standpoint, our evaluation of poli- 
tical ideologies is based on the relation between Power, Justice anc Charity. In 
human relations, power plays an important role as it helps to bring about social 
order and justice. Political effectiveness will be impairec without the use of power. 
Evil-coers and law-breakers shoulc be punished anc men should be protected from the 
consequences of their own egoism and greec. But there is no guarantec that power 
may not become the bearer of injustice. We are inclined to be utopian or cynical 
in politics because we co not realize the corruptibility of power. The question is 
therefore whether we can use power to bring about a tolerable justice vithout oursclves 
becoming unjust. Further, power is a negative check doves not procuce positive 
redemption. Power may serve men by protecting them from anarchy but it cannot save 
them. Only within the context of charity coulc the use of power be mace redemptive. 
The Christian duty is not only to make the world a tolerable place to live in but to 
usher the coming of the Kingcom of Heaven. In this important task the Christian 


summorns ig repentance. 


The opening of our Ceylon Conference coincided with the Dutch second "police 
action" against the Inconesian Republic. We had two delegates with us from Indonesia. 
They were naturally most disturbec by the turn of events. Reports reachec them that 
some of the leaders of the Indonesian SCM were arrested and that the work of the SCM 
was being cripplec. It was decided that a lettcr should be prepared to be sent to 
the Dutch and Indonesian SCMs expressing our Christian concern over the matter. The 
irafting of the letter underwent some painful thinking anc polite cisputes among the. 
delegates. A majority felt strongly that the uwnilatcral military action of the Dutch 
Government should be unequivocably condemned since it had clearly stirred up world 
opinion and had aroused the attention of the United Nations. But this could not be 
agreed to by others on the following grounds. First, it was pointed out that press 
reports are not cependable anc that no political judgments ean be made with 
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insufficiont information. Secondly, the SCM is not a political organiz ation and 
honee it is doubtful whether as a Christian movement we can make any political pro- 
nouncement on a concrete political issue. Thircly, the WSCF incluces both the Dutch 
anc Indonesian SCMs but the Dutch SCM vcs not represented at our Conference. The 
question thus arose as to rhether a conteuplatec political pronouncement might not 
affect the wmity within our Federation fellowship. After a number of ciscus.ions, 

e .etter was finally drafted and the Colegates were left the option to affix their 
signatures. More than eighty out of the ninety celcgates signec the letter. The 
spirit was one of Christian humility but the irresistible Asiatic deman’ for natianal 
frcoedom and our in¢ignation over the wmilctcral "police action" were clearly regi- 


sterec. 


There was another matter that aroused guite a bit of discussion in the Confer- 
ence. It was on the question of inter-communion. This is a question of which most 
of the students in China for instance are harcly aware of. But our Chinese celegates 
to the different international Christian conferences are often baffled and disappointe 
by the tromendous significance ettachec to it. Our senior friends of the older 
churches are of the opinion that since the Church is civided, the younger generation 
shoulc be brought squarely to face the pain of division. Consequently, in the world 
conferences, communion services of the different tracitions are providec anc some 
of them are of a closed nature. Some of the younger leaders in Asia wish to review 
the whole question in the life of the Fecoration. It was pointec out that closed 
communion services are an offence to international Christian fellowship anc that the 
SCM shoulc pioneer the Church Universal through nev experiments anc not by exhibiting 
the forms of disunity. In the future, the Federation should consider making provi- 
sion only for open communion services or none at all in international gatherings. 


Since the Asian Conference hac the purpose of training, we also ciscussec a 
subject called, "Know Your S.C.M." For "Aim anc Basis" our group felt that the 
S.C.M. is an arm of the church but is itself not a church. We are a group for 
evangelism and service in a special field. As stucents our main job is to study the 
Christian faith and its relation to all aspects of life. Im the matter of organizgatio: 
the general trenc is for open membership. That is to say, all those who wish to sub- 
scribe to the Christian purpose of the SCli are welcomed to join although the leader- 
Ship anc control of the SCM should rest vith those who are baptizec members of tho 
churches. The SCM is both intercenominational and inter-confessional. There is no 
discrimination against Catholic students but in actual practic., there are few Catholi: 
members. The cifferent SCMs have different practices in their relations with the 
faculty, the graduates, anc high school students. It seemec difficult to work ofit 
any general ruling in such matters. With regarc to program of the SCM, there was a 
general feeling that we should put more emphasis on Bible-strdy, although the ciffi- 
culty usually is in the lack of competent guidance. Most of the SCMs have cone very 
little in the way of social service anc social action. It was felt that the vitality 
of the SCM often lies in its social expressions. By engaging ourselves in service 
projects, we will be led to discover our vocation, to deepen our social consciousness, 
to develop ourselves into the right kind of leadership, and to.demonstrate a cifferent 
spirit from the others in doing the same things. When we engage ourselves in social 
activitiocs, we will face the question of co-operation with other organizations. It 
was felt that such co-operation is helpful if it does not vivlate our own identity 


anc Christian purpose. 


= 


we. 
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¢ - The religious life of the conference was quite abuncant. Every morning we hac 
a per 


iod of worship before breakfast anc then a short period for common intercession 
before lunch. Three communion services were helc, ome according to the rite of the . 
Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, another according to the Anglican rite, anc still 
another according to the rite of the Church of South India. On New Year's day there 
was a special service concucted by the Australian delegation. One whole morning was 
set aside for a quiet period. During the conference we were also diviced into small 
groups of five to do Bible-stucy. We had six such mectings and each member was to 
lead by turn. Before each mectinzg, all the group leaders were traincc by iiss 
Gwenyth Hubble. We usec the thirteenth to scventeenth chapters of the Gospel of 
St. John as the basis of our study. 


There was also the lighter sice of the program. On the opening day, the 
whole conference was invited to the Phoenix Garden in the city of Kandy for a tea 
reception sponsored by the Ceylon SC#i. Quite a number of the Government anc Christian 
leaders were present. There enjoyed the Kancyan cance which was repeatec in the 7 
latter part of the conference. On Christmas Eve, the cifferent celegations joinec 
in an international Carol Service. 4nd on Christmas nizht we hac a Nativity Play 
called, "Angels and Men". There was c night for Sing Song anc another night for 
stunts. We certainly ciscoverec a lot of talents among the cifferent SCMs. One 
afternoon we all went out on an excursion in three big buses. We saw elephants 
bathing in the water anc visited the Temple of the Sacred Tooth, the Oriental Library, 
the Audience Hall, the artificial lakc, the ner; site of the Ceylon University anc 
the Royal Botanical Gardens. On Christmas cay we were distribute: into the nearby 
Christian homes for a Christiias Cinner. Evory cay there was a mimeographed bulletin 
edited by Mr. Chancran Devanesan, the Chairmen of the Incian SCH. This was a paper 
that all the members were eager to read curing breakfast tine. 


We hac some ciscussions about the regional concerns in Asia. The following 
were some of the concrete suggeitions: (1) In vicr of the vast cistance between the 
SCits in Asia, it was suggested that we shoulc form smaller regions for inter-uovenment 
contacts and action. During the conference, the delegates frow Burma, Siau, 
Singapore, the Philippines anc Indonesia tock the initiative of forming a kinc of 
Southeast Asia Council. The other two groupings could be Cevelopecd between Chins, 
Japan, Korea and India and betveen Australia and New Zealanc. (2) It was recommended 
that at the next teeting of the General Committee, the WSCF shou'd appoint an Asian 
to serve as a travelling secretary in Asia. (3) The different SCMs in Asia should 
finc ways and means to start some exchange of correspondence, staff, visitors, and 
scholarships in order to bring about better uncerstanding betiwcen the woveuents. 

(4) It was suggested that in connection with the University Day of Prayer each year, 
the Federation should prepare some special material relevant to the ncecs and prob- 
lems in Asia. (5) lie hope that the kind of conference we had in Ceylon could be 
repeated once in three years. - 


All of our Chinese delegates felt greatly benefited by this conference. We 
only wish wo hed more representatives there. The delegates frou the other countries 
were greatly interested in the concitions of China. We are certainly going through 
an unprecedented period of political change. Everybery woncered how China »ill cone 
out. In regarc to the work of the Chinese SCM, two things scem to have aroused their 
special interest. One was our work of evangelism and service among stucents in the 
Government universities. For instance, in India, the work among non-Christian students 


6‘ extremely cifficult. We were told that in one Christian university, there had 


ot been 4 Single conversion for the last forty years. It is impressive when they 
hear that in China it is not wusucl to have a dozen or more to be baptized every 
year in each university. In China, modern ecucation has practically undermined all 
the historic religions in China and the small Christian fellowship is usually a lively 
religious force in a university. It is quite ciffcrent in Incia and some of the 
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other Asiatic oountries. There you will find that the other relizions such as 
Hinduism, Budhism, and Mohammedanisnm still heve a strongholc on the younger genera- 
tion and oftentimes such relisions are closely linked up with the cause of Nation- 
alism. The other thing that had caught the attention of the other delegates was the 
deep political concern of the Chinese SYM. It is partly due to the fact that the 
changing political conditions affect the life of all the stucents including the 
Christicns. We are happy that the Chinese SCii is doing some witness in this time of 


political turmoil. 


 Poreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. China-54 
Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE March 16, 1949 _ 
China Situation - 


Dr. Frank T. Cartwright received a letter to which was attached ea sheet 
headed: "Important Information from an Unimpeachable Source." The information is 


as follows: 


"The chief reason why the Communist government seems reluctant to 
start peace negotiations is that the military schedule ran off so fast 
that the Civil Affairs Department is about three months behind. It is 
not because of any lack of desire for peace. 

"The municipal government in Peiping and Tientsin have kept practi- 
cally all the former personnel. Only Communist money can be circulated 
in the north. Silver dollars had been widely used until recently; their 
circulation is banned. 

"The person concerned attended church services and talked with a 
leading Westerner while he was in Peiping. The Westerner made no com 
plaints. All foreigners were reported to be as usual. 

"Soldier guards were posted at Yenching University but not at 
Tsinghue. The foreign faculty were not allowed to leave Yenching Uni- 
versity campus. No explanation available. 

"The Communist loaders explicitly denied any bossing from Moscow 
but since both Russian and Chinese Communists are disciples of Marx 
they naturally see most things alike and are sympathetic with each 
other's views." 


New rvice Rele March 1 


SHANGHAI -- A detailed picture of what life is like for a missionary in 
Communist—held territory is contained in a scries of letters brought by messenger 
te mission headquarters here. At the request of pission headquarters, the name of 
‘the writer and his whereabouts is withheld, 

, The mission has a hospital and two schools-—-a primary school and a junior 
‘middle school. The hospital has been run uninterruptedly sinco the changeover. The 
schools have recently reopened after the mid-winter holiday. 

Communist authorities who called to investigate the hospital refused to take 
tea and indulged in none of the pleasantries with which official visits usually 
begin in China. They got straight to the point and asked a series of questions as 
to the size of the staff, salaries paid, how medicines were obtained, how much money 
was received each month, how deficits were made up, and the location of mission 
headquarters in China. 

"We answered frankly and freely," writes the missionary, "and in answer to the 
question, ‘What is your object in running this hospital?' we got in a little propa- 
ganda of our own. We told them, 'We also are here to liberate the people: tho sick 
by healing, the illiterate by educction, and those shackled by superstitution, by 
the Gospel of God.'* | 

The missionary took advantage of the visit to ask the officials if they could 
do anything to stop sight-secing soldicrs from over-running the hospital. (The mission- 
ary explains in his letter that the soldiers, most of them country boys, came in a 
spirit of curiosity and had oven invaded the operating room during an operation.) The 
answer to the missionary's plea was unusual, but effective. 

A day or two later, a group of soldicrs were drawn up in front of the hospital. 

The officer in charge instructed them to inspect the hospital thoroughly, as this | 
would be their last chance. They were asked not to force locked doors or enter the 
operating room “as it might be harmful to the patient." Then the soldiers swarmed 


~ 
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over the hospital, looking at everything, for < period of two and « half hours. They 


have not returned since. 
When the mission schools were re-opened, Communist authorities banned the 


teaching of religion and ordered that the Boy Scout troop be dissolved. Students 
petitioned for religious teaching after school hours and such teaching is being given. 
English teaching has been dropped in the primary school by orders of the outhori- 
ties. In the junior middle school English classes have been cut from six hours 


weekly to three. 

Churches have been little affected by the changeover. At evangelistic services 
held on Chinese New Yecr's day, the churches were thronged and some Communist 
officials were among those who attended. Officials simply inform pastors that 
church buildings will be used at 1 specified hour for public meetings but this has 
caused no difficulty except in one instance. 

When told that a church was wanted for « mecting on Sunday morning, the 
Chinese pastor informed the cuthorities that it was not available because church 
services were to be held. His firmness won him his point. 

Economic conditions were hard at first; prices were high and commodities 
scarce. Later, as Communist currency became plentiful, the situction eased some- 
what. "Our sewing project is booming, our garments selling like hotcakes," reports 
the missionary. Merchants are travelling back and forth between Nationalist and 
Communist territory without hindrence. Prices are fixed daily at 2. conference be- 
tween the merchants and the Chamber of Commerce. 

Postal service with the Nationalist territory has been resumed and letters 
were received three times in a single week. In his last letter, however, the 
missionary notes that there wns some hitch in the postal arr-ngement and no lotters 
had been received for some dxys. 

Anti-Americanism is stressed at public meetings, he reports, but on the other 
hand, the mission receives « stream of visitors, most of them soldiers, asking 
"thousands" of questions about the United States. The great number of visitors 
seemed trying, at first, but the missionary realized it was an opportunity and now 
sits down with them and tries to tell them «ll they want to know. 

Of general conditions, he notes that officials dress as simply as enyone else; 
no one is called 2 "servant" any more; soldiers wear no insignia of any kind; 
foreign goods are almost non-existent. In this area, the Army has no automotive 
vehicles of any kind. A hammer and sickle flag is used at party meetings but at 
other meetings the flag of the Republic of China is displayed. 

The missionary observes that Communist military progress is well chead of 
civil organization, and that civil officers must work hard to catch up. Communist 
officials do not oppress or browbect the people, he says "but there is still a great 
deal of distress that they do nothing cbout." 

On the whole, the letters are optimistic and hopeful. With twenty-five years’ 
experience with the Chinese behind him, the missionary wonders “if Marxism won't 


undergo a change in China." 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretcry 
Chinz Committee 
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by Chester S. Liiao 


Christian literature has always been the right arm of the Church in China. It 
made 4 brilliant record in the past by such men as Robert Morrison, Timothy Richard, 
and Young Allen. What about its future? This is the question which we should like 


to take up in this short paper. 


Some of our friends abroad may feel this is no time to entertain the idea of a 
forward movement in Christian literature in China. They can point to the terrible 
civil war going on now in the country, which has brought not only devastation and 
chaos but also suffering and privation to millions of the people. In the expanding 
Communist - occupied areas religious freedom, they say, may be seriously limited or 
even strictly prohibited. Under such circumstances does it not sound somewhat in- 
practical if not foolish to launch at this time a forward movement in Christian 


literature? 


iio doubt in this viewpoint there is a creat deal of truth which merits due re- 
spect. However, in contrast to it, we venture to offer another way of looking at 
the situation a point of view supported by two basic assumptions: First, it is our 
belief that "iian's extremity is God's opportunity." As Christians we cannot believe 
| 4 that this is the end of China. We are indeed in a dark age of our history which is 
= unquestionably the result of our ovm sins, but who can deny that God may use this 
calamity es a further education of our people and so have better things in store for 
> China if only our people will repent and follow Him? It is the duty of the Christian 
Church in China, if she would be true to her mission at all, to shine in the nation's 
dark hour, thus leading the people to the way of God, In discharging this task, the 
Church has to sound her prophetic voice, mediated both through oral and written weds, 
Second, China's history is coming to a turning point. Her centuries’ old civiliza- 
tion is rapidly disintegrating. This civilization, woven around faith in a moral 
cosmic order which regulates social relations as well as personal behaviour, is like 
an old mansion cracking and even in danger of tumbling dowm. This is because the 
faith which used to act as the central pillar is weakened and has no longer its old 
sustaining power. This process of disintegration started years ago. The eight years 
of war against Japanese invasion only accelerated it. Hence we have before us today 
unprecedented moral confusion and degradation, the breaking up of the family system, 
. "travel marriages" and divorces, studentriots and labour strikes, warlords and poli- 
tical corruption. Communism seizes this golden opportunity. It tries to fill a 
moral vacuum and to build up a new China based upon the ijarxian philosophy of life; 
and in face of the breaking down of the Kuomintang regime under the leadership of 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, Communists seem soon to become the ruling party, at 
least for the time being. Does not this constitute a very great challenge to 
Christianity? Can the Church in China be like "a certain priest" or the Levite, and 
_ gee the country both stripped and beaten but "pass by on the other side?" The 
teaching of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, certainly does not approve this kind 
of spirit. 


om, & , “Furthermore, it is more than doubtful whether the growing Communism ‘ill or can 
satisfy the spiritual hunger of our people. Evidence of recent years illustrates 
tais. Here and there we have seen people groping for something that will give then 
a new outlook on life, a new mainspring of action, and a dynamic philosophy of so- 
cial reconstruction. In government as «ell as in Christian schools, spiritually 
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™" hungry students flock into Bible classes or evangelistic meetings, eager to find out 


who Jesus is and what His teachings are. Side by side with the intelligentsia is 
the great mass of the people, the majority of whom are illiterate and poor. They 
are "as sheep not having a shepherd.” They need not only material enrichment and 
social security but also leaders that have compassion on them and will teach then 
many things, for their mode of life through the war years has also been directly or 
indirectly influenced by the forces of cultural disintegration. If Communism could 
fill their rice bowls, that of course would be a great thing; but we must remember 
they are also human beings. Can they in the long run live by rice alone? Or will 
they ever be happy with such a kind of life? If not, who is to give them the abun- 
dant life they need so badly? 


Thus far, we have sketched only a few basic needs of the country today. We 
have used them as illustrations because they are problems of such urgency and di-_ . 
mension that they challenge what Christianity can give to China and her millions of 
people. The Church of Christ may be persecuted for that for which she stands, may 
even be forced to go underground, but she cannot hope to survive if she does not pre- 
pare to be on the aggressive and to cast her net into the deep. We who are followers 
of Jesus Christ believe He is "the same yesterday, today, and forever." But there is 
always the compelling task of reinterpreting Him and llis teachings in order to meet 
current human needs in their varying situations. The fullnegsof the times demands in 
China today just such a fresh interpretation, for in Him there is surely something 
quite indispensable for a new and better civilization, most thrist—quenching to the 
intelligentsia searching for a new and more satisfying philosophy of life, most up- 
lifting and life liberating to millions of the wnderprivileged common people. It is 
the very light China needs more than everything else in this dark hour. Should the 
Church put her lamp under a bushel? 


The most important question before us today is therefore how the Church can ful- 
fil her mission. On the one hand we realize more than ever our human limitations - 
limitations in our vision, in our ability to grasp the fundamental issues at stake, 
in our ovm spiritual resources to cope with the situation, and above all in our 
willingness to be used as God's earthen vessels. On the other hand, the task re- 
quires the best and most adventurous Christian statesmanship under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. 


From the standpoint of Christian literature, there are four essential things 
the Church must do. Firgt, all Christian literature organizations must participate 
in joint planning. Second, all Christian literature organizations must cooperate in 
carrying out whatever plans are mutually agreed upon. Third, all Christian litera~ 
ture organizations must appeal to whatever talents the Church possesses in the way 
of authorship. Fourth, all Christian literature organizations must make the fullest 
use of all tested techniques the world has to offer. For the sake of clarity let 
us elaborate these four points somewhat. 


First, joint planning should aim not only at the avoidance of overlapping or 
duplication but also at working out a comprehensive program of Christian literature 
for all China. We should have in our program literature for every kind of reader - 
intelligentsia and common people, illiterates and the partially literate, young and 

-, old, men and women, statesmen and soldiers, industralists and business people, sci- 
{) entists and coolies, aborigenes and other tribal people. We shotld also try to 
make suitable approaches to readers of different temperament or mental make-up e.g. 
the philosophical, the mystical, the poetical, the pragmatical, those liberal as well 
as those conservative in outlook, the adventurous. But in such great variety there 
should also be a centrality of purpose. The central purpose can only ry namely 
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2S to introduce Jesus Christ to the people in such ways as they can most readily under- 
stand and appreciate, and so lead them to accept Him as their Saviour and Lord. 
Such a comprehensive program of Christian literature can never be produced by a sin- 
gle Christian literature organization or any small group of writers, no matter how 
clever they are. Efforts must be made to survey the whole country by consulting all 
those who, because of their close contact with particular groups of people, know 
their life situation and needs. All data thus collected should be classified and 
woven into one total picture, and then presented to a most representative group of 
Christian literature organizations and Church leaders for screening and adoption. 


Second, cooperation should emphasize division of responsibilities in carrying 
out any comprehensive scheme agreed upon by all parties concerned. It is clear 
that no single Christian literature organization in China, no matter how old or how 
strong it is, can perform the total task alone, nor should any small organization be 
made to feel that it has no significant part in the game. Even such institutions as 
Christian schools and colleges, theological seminaries and Bible schools, Y.il.C.A. 
and Y.1.C.A. ghould be requested to give their best contributions toward the common ) 
pool, It is a job big enough for all and difficult enough to challenge the very best 
in everybody. It calls for Christian humility, mutual trust, and a common loyalty 
to one Lord and Christ. Only under such conditions is good team work possible in ) 
tackling a comprehensive program of Christian literature. | 

Third, good literature is not like sausages that can be produced mechanically. | 
It can come only from the pens of men and women who have had vital contact with life, | 
and who at the same time are inspired and have a burning message to share with their | 

( fellow men. Then there is translation of good Christian literature from the West: | 
that can best be done by people who not only have a sound working knowledge of 
Chinese and another foreign language, but are also familiar with the subject treated. 
For these and other reasons it is most important for all Christian literature organi- 
zations to look for the best qualified persons in the country - both professional and 
laymen - and assign them the tasks for which they are best fitted. This is not at 

,@11 simple nor easy, for it means that greater efforts must be made to discover writ— 
ers of talent, to inspire them with the challenging task in hand, and to make the 
most satisfactory arrangements possible for their writing. Also greater pains should 
be taken to discover and encourage promising young writers. Those Christian litera- 
ture organizations that are willing to pay the price for such a hard effort, will be 
rewarded with a harvest thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and even a hundredfold. 


Fourth, on the technical side we are primarily concerned vith production and 
distribution. Christian literature should, of course, be well written and well prin- 
ted in order to be attractive. Here we have a great deal to learn from great litera- 
ture produced in the past as well as from modern psychology and printing. With the 
rapid development of visual education, the scope of Christian literature should be 
greatly enlarged. This is especially needful in a country like China where we have 
@ vast number of illiterates and partial literates to whom pictures appeal as much as, 
if not more than, speeches. We are glad to report that a good beginning has already 
been made here and there in this field since V-J Day. However, it is much to be de— 
sired that such sporadic experiments should first of all be coprelated and then be 
integrated into the total program of Chr&stian literature. In the achievement of 
this, visual education will not lose its identity or freedom of action, but, on the 
contrary, its task will be made more meaningful, and in turn it will add richness to 
all concerned. Distribution is just as important as p@oduction. The two should, as 
a matter of fact, go hand in hand. No literature organization in a country the size 
of China should ever be satisfied with an edition of a couple of thousand conies. 
More than the question of the cdeélineas of a small edition is at stake. It is the 
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7 inertia and self-conceit of those responsible for distribution that constitute the 
most serious obstacle, for with such a spirit no effort will be made to try to in- 
prove methods of distribution or to take trouble in finding out what can be learned 
from the modern art of advertisement and salesmanship. In addition to this, there 
are needed ventures in joint distribution centres in large cities all over the coun- 
try. It goes without saying that such centres should be conducted on a sound co- 
Operative basis and under the most efficient management. An initial capital fund 

is no doubt required to help to start the project, but once on its way it should be 

on a self-supporting basis and at the same time give a great boost to the distribu- 
tion of Christian literature. 


4 


To some of our readers not familiar with recent developments in China, the - 
above paragraphs may sound somewhat like day-dreams. In a way it is true we have 
been dreaming of a forward movement in Christian literature in China. But meanwhile 
we have been trying hard to take some practical steps to realize our dreams. Here 

in the case of the Council of Christian Publishers in China is a concrete illustra~ 


tion. Let us tell the story briefly as follows. 


This Council was born in Shanghai in November 1947. It was very fortunate that 
both Rev. Stanley Dixon of the Conference of British ilissionary Societies and Dr. 
J. We Decker of the International ilissionary Council were able to be present; they 
shared in all the discussions leading to the inception of the Council. In a true 
sense, the is not an entirely new thing. It 
owes its origin to two former organizations. One was the U 
which was not workable in the postwar situation. In November 1947, a new constitu- 
_ tion was drafted and the United Ghmiatian Publishers gave way to the new Council of 
« The other former organization was the 
which for many years before the Second World War: had published 
a trade journal calied "The China Bookman." This association ceased to function after 
December 1941. When it tried to revive in November 1947, it was convinced after ” aia 
prayerful discussion that to do so would cause an overlapping of organizations. 
Thereupon it made plans to dissolve itself and to offer "The China Bookman" to the 


new Council of Christian Publishers in China. 


This new Gouncil of Christian Publishers in China has now a membership of 
thirteen Christian literature organizations of which seven were old members of the 
United Christian Publishers and six are new ones which have joined since November 
1947. These 13 are known as charter members. There are still a few Christian litere- 
ture organizations which have not yet come into the fellowship, but which we hope 
will join us in course of time. 


The new Council is unique in several ways. In the first place, it does not 
itself publish, aside from "The China Bookman" which, as a trade journal, is an aid 
for joint distribution. Secondly, its principal task is to plan for a comprehensive 
and wnified program of Christian literature to meet the needs of all China and to 
promote a unified effort in distribution. Thirdly, members of the Council are free 
to carry on their owm program of production and distribution in harmony with the 
policies mutually agreed upon. Fourthly, the constitution provides for the co-option 
of six members from the general Christian community each of whom is to serve the 
Council for a term of three years, their special work being to advise regarding the 

© Wellocation of funds contributed to the Council, and to represent the interests of the 
readers of Christian literature. Lastly, the Council does not intend to weaken the 
financial resources of its member organizations by taking away or redirecting their 
regular sources of income, but rather to strengthen them with appeals for new funds 
to suport new projects. To those friends «sho are interested in the advancement of 
Christian literature in China as a means of evangelization here is the Council of 
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i Christiah Publishers which can offer suggestions out of its wide contacts and can 


administer funds wisely through the channel of its impartial "Funds Allocation 
Committee." 


The Council is also fortunate in having been able to secure as its secretaries 
Dr. H. C. Ling and the Rev. C. E. Busby who has been kindly allocated by the London 
Missionary Society. The former is in charge of distribution work, the latter of the 
literature program. Under their leadership a good beginning has been made, with 
every good promise for the future. With all friends sympathetic with our dreams and 
efforts join us in our prayers for God's continuous guidance, so that this néw Coun- 


- cil may become a great blessing to the people in this great land! 


Chester S. [liao 


February 1949 
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Letter from Miss Margaret Barnes to R. M. Cross and J. H. Reisner 


North China Christian Rural Service Union 
T'ungchow (again!), Peiping West, China . 
March 12, 1949 | 


Greetings in the name of the Lord, who changeth never! 


It may be that tomorrow, by the hand of a friend, a few letters may be 
carried out to USA. This is my first attempt to get mail out since Peiping was 
liberated. Yesterday letters came in from Shanghai and points south, and a few, 
one month old, from USA. The paper announced at the same e, that the post 
office would receive mail for Shanghai. It lacks three days of three months since 
T'ungchow was liberated. In a way, winter has passed. 


The NCCRSU decided last summer and fall to remain in T'ungchow. Staff 
were offered opportunity to leave temporarily to avoid possible military activi- 
ties. Some would have gone te Peiping, could the truck have returned for them on 
the last day of the old regime. As it was, the truck could not return from 
Peiping, and the staff remained in T'ungchow, and there was no engagement. The 
Two Month Folk School of 37 students, Nov. 13 to Jan. 8, kept 26 students through 
to the end. On Dec. 27, a neighboring school from Shwang Ch'iao, numbering about 
forty, joined us for one month, when it appeared thnt their own location might be 
a front line defence. We thoroughly enjoyed them: a non-Christiczn school patternel 
after T'ao Hsing-chih's method, out in the villages doing educational and health 
work by day, and studying early und late. We hope to continue our happy relatix.- 
ship with them now that they have gone back to their temple home. 


We have taken twelve students for a one year training class. Examina- 
tions were held and a number of students refuzed, especially college students who 
were not sure of returning to the country. Our last year's workmen left us to re- 
turn to their land, as they were refugees. The plan is that the staff themselves, 
with the help of these young student—learners shall work the land and attend the 
animals. Already, however, several workmen have been taken on. It was thought | 
that the students would have to have « cook, else they would have insufficient time 
for the field 2nd class room work. So it goes. The staff and families number ; 
about 35 people. and we have about 100 mu of land all counted, so we stand a good : 
chance of retaining it. You know that the Rural Service Center when it operated, ; 
did so at a loss. We lack the equipment for hatching and housing chickens, which . 
was available then, as well as other equipment. But this year we must opercte on j 


a self-supporting basis. 


Our treasurer's balance on Dec. 31, 1948 was US$1,348.47, in the NCCRSU 
maintenance account. Our balance in grain from 1948 we allotted over the first 
six months of this year, Jan. 1 to June 30, as salary and wages, on the basis of 
- one tan of corn (about 150 1b.), to each unmarried staff, and graded smaller 

amounts for each member of the married staff families. We counted on whatever 
money we could get for helping with the year's class and other work expenses. Re- 
cently we have been notified by the American Board treasurer of a grant of U.S. 
$1,000 made in Oct. 1948 by their Prudential Committee in Boston to the NCCRSU. We 
We are not sure what time period that is to cover but we are exceedingly grateful 
for it. The Presbyterian China Council has sent us, in January, US$320., also with 
out explanations. With the mails opening up I shall be able to resume requests for 
grants. A lready the wages for workmen have increased to 1 1/3 tan of corn, and the 
staff are indicating that they must not lag behind. The new currency is now suffer. 
ing inflation as did the other. The staff contracts lapsed on December 31, 1943, 
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and they are being asked to continue their services, but without contract. 


The truck has been loaned for 1949 to the NCCRSU by the Church of the 
Brethren. and the sub-loan of it tc UNICEF has been approved by the C. of B. Bill 
Satterthwaite thought the latter committee stood better chance than we of retain- 


ing it and using it. 


I have urged the Kung Li Hui, and the NCCRSU Board to use every means to 
get Hugh Hubbard, who is still the General Secretary of the NCCRSU, to return to 
his job here at the end of June, 1949. My last information as to his commitments 
to UNESCO was to the effect that they would be completed at that time. I now under- 
stand that Jim Hunter's oft prolonged periods of loan to other committees should 
end as of the same date, and we have asked his mission and the NCCRSU Board to urge 
his return also. Hugh Hubbard has expressed himself as fully endorsing Yang Sheng- 
wu as General Secretary, with himself as associate. I have mentioned this idea to 
Mr. Yang himself, and also to Mr. Galt, and wish you would mention it to Mr. Yang 
when talking with him regarding his best service when he returns to China. Mr. Galt 
puts Paoting first on the needs for Mr. Yang's services. I would not presume to 
crowd that out. With present conditions development at Paoting might be deferred. 
But I do feel strongly that this year is crucial in determining the matter as to 
whether such Christian witness and service as the NCCRSU offers, may be allowed to 
continue in North China. I also believe that the present attempt to institute 
policies for the control of this section of China is so ill defined and unqualified, 
thet strong leadership with plans for the future, such as Hugh has for tho NCCRSU, 
if exerted now, this year, 1949, will be determinative. The hour we have been eox- 
pecting has come. This is our challenge. I still find myself nonplussed by the 
withdrawal of strong leadership at this time. For men of sinew, will and vision 
the NCCRSU now and here calls out with desparate and commanding need.+—— I 
thoroughly rejoice in my opportunity here. The staff works with me with a deep 
understanding. But the dream is tiugh's. I hold fulfillment of it for him. My 
method is unlike his. In being truce to him I cannot be true to myself. I came for 
one year. I have been here beyond my time. If hugh wants his dream fulfilled he 
must come now. I have been without communication with him even as with you. It 
looks as thought I might write again. I want you to write also. It seems to me 
that of all the places in the world where the party which at present controls North 
China holds the reins, this is the place where right now it is possible to get some 
Christian vitality and purpose into the scheme of reform. Wheat is done here with 
influence the ongoing forces headed for west China, and will affect the whole world. 
Medical work perhaps is best allowed, and agricultural work comes next. Why should 
we be left stranded at any time, but especially at this time? I sometimes feel that 
the mission Boards even consider us a2 bad risk! 


In the financial statement and budget adopted by the NCCRSU Board of 
Directors on August 28. 1948, you mzy have noticed the expenditure for the Work 
Camp as US$2,021.25. The budget passed for this item previously had been US$700.00. 
A printed report of the Work Camp was sent out from Peiping within the last two 
months with a financial statement giving the expenditures as US$894.25. This was 
Hal Leiper's project. The months of July and August 1948 he gave himself fully to 
this Student Work Camp for 18 college students. Since that time his connection 
with the NCCRSU has been broken <nd tenuous. At the end of February he returned to 
Tfungchow with his little family. While in Peiping he sent out this report, and 
has been asked to prepare and send to his mailing list a statement regarding the 
financial part of the report. He will no doubt have written to you among the first. 


Dr. Li Jung-fang, as chairman of the NCCRSU Board of Directors, has been 


responsive to need always, and ready to tcke responsibility. He spent a day with 
us at the Center recently. 
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Dr. Li Jung-fang is clso Chairman of the Literature Committee which 
is advisor to the "Christian Farmer" publication. He was appointed to this post 
by Dr. Chang Hsueh-yen. He has rallied the following members to his support as a 
Committee: Rev. K'ang Te-hsin, Exec. Sec. Church of Christ in Chine Hucpei Synod; 
Rev. Wei-Chen-yu, Exec. Sec. North China Kung Li Hui; Principal William Hsu, 
Changlis; Rev. J. M. Crothers, Church of Christ in China Hopei Synod Exec.; Mr. 
Chang Yun-sheng, newspaper editor and writer; Chang Hsu-sheng, Acting Editor of the 
Christian Farmer; Miss Tung, Business Manager of the paper; Mr. Hauske, Treas. 
(recently elected), and ex-officio M.E.B. We cre in touch with Mr. Busby of the 
Council of Christian Publishers in Shanghai. Chang Hsu-sheng attended their meet- 
ing in Shanghai in November. We are working on the budget and policy which you 
want for your May meeting. Miss Tung presented a budget for over US$14,000. and 
was asked to revise it, before the Committee sends it to Shanghai to Mr. Busby. I 
shall enclose a copy of a translation of the editor's policy as presented to the 
committee. This is only for your information as it has not been passed here and 
should go to Mr. Busby then to you. March first an issue was published after 
several months lapse. Three days ago the newspaper published rules for applying 
for registration of publications. It is now Sunday the 13th, and the Lit. Com.is 
to meet at 3 P.M. to work on these registration problems -- too lnte to include 
findings in this letter. Chang Hsu-sheng is determined that the paper will be 
Christian, or, if this be forbidden, close down. Miss Tung wants to marry and has 
asked to resign. The Christian Furmer accounts showed a balance on Dec. 3, 1948 
of US$2,773.57 plus an item of $375. In Jan. they received US$3,100. from the 
Foreign Missions Conference, end US$400. from the Women's Missionary Socicty of 
the United Church of Canada, making total credit US$6,648.57. We appreciate 7 ™ 
interest and your patience, and hope thet mails will allow us 2 way to keep you 


informed again. 
Bill Satterthwaite is very ill with pleurisy. We are anxious. 


We need your prayer, your confidence. 


Faithfully yours, 
(signed) Margaret E. Barnes 
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THE CHRISTIAN MISSION IN CHINA 
A Statement by the China Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference, May 2, 1949 


introduction 


China is in a period of fundamental transformation. Internal conflicting 
forces - social, economic, and historical - have become surcharged by connection 
with foreign stimuli. Thus unwittingly and inescapably, the Chinese people find 
their daily lives and the destiny of their country enmeshed in the snarl of a world 
revolution. 


The position of the Christian Church in China is determined by the fact 
that its mission is to persons - to all persons both as individuals and as members of 
the community. It is the will of the Founder of the Church that His gospel and way 
of love should be spread everywhere. For Him there is neither North nor South, East . 
nor West. ‘ 


The Church meets each person in his particular situation and helps him to 
be ea Christian in it. Christian leaders will tke account of changed or changing 
political forms and make necessary adaptations in program and methods. Yet the basic 
character and purpose of the Church remains the same, for Christ dwellsin His Church 
and His love does not change. The Christian mission in China is seriously affected by 
present turmoil, but its permanence is not in question nor is it a question of the per- 
manence of one political agency or another. The destiny of the Church rests upon the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and, humanly, upon the convictions and daily work of all 
Christians. 


I. Factors Affecting Attninment of the Goals of Communism in China 


It is of course futile to attempt specific predictions on the attainment of 
Communist goals in China, either as to speed, or order, or final outcomes. The pre- 
sent factors appear differently to non-Communists and Communists depending on their 
respective presuppositions. There will be an interplay,of course, between the posi- 
tions here shown in varying degrees of couu.rcst. 


The points set forth below, that embody at least some of the inescapable : 


factors, are briefly characterized as they might be viewed respectively by (A) non- 
Communists and (B) by Communists. 


l. The size of the country in population and arec affects the problem. 


A. Sheer geographical size and 
bulk of numbers result in 
inertia that resists radical 
change. 


B. Post-war miseries have led to 
readiness to welcome any ‘ 
change eas a promise of better 
things. 


2. The Chinese people have had little consciousness of national unity. 
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A. Persistence of primitive means 
of production, manufacture, 
transportation and communice- 
tion share with localism based 
on dialect, family ties, and 
so on, in maintenance of pro- 
vincialism and disunity. 


B. Communism builds upon war experiences 
which produced an awareness of 
national unity that made millions 
know for the first time the meaning 
of nationhood. 


There is a strong historic tradition of political decentralization. 


A. "Heaven is high (and) the 
emperor is distant" is a pro- 
verbial expression of a 
strong distaste for civic re- 
sponsibilities apart from the 
neighborhood. Responsible 
loyalty to any impersonal 
public service is lacking. 


B. Political decentralization may suit 
present purposes of Communist policy; 
local Soviets (committees) under 
Communist direction are the government. 
Leaders may wish to avoid total re- 
sponsibility while consolidating 
their power in areas having varying 
degrees of autonomy. 


There is a social tradition of compromise and tolerance. 


A. "The Chinese...are tolerant 
and easily compromising in 
matters which appear to them 
to be small issues and which 
appear to other peoples to be 
important points." (T.C.Chao) 


B. The Communist system of local self- 
governing committees (Soviets) with 
an open invitation to "self-criticism" 
may provide a technical mechanism where— 
by the habit of decision by compromise 
may find expression under the rigid 
control of the Communist Party. 


There is an extreme conservatism of village and family life. 


A. During the war-time migra- 
tions, the stolid conserva- 
tism of the interior withstood 
the impact of the mores of 
the coastal fringe. 
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Bb. The amorphous mass of the Chinese 
people, characterized by Sun Yat-sen 
as the "plate of sand" may suddenly be 
transformed into a modern dynamic 
society under the "terrific pressure 
and heat" of events. 


6. The intelligentsia have been deeply influenced by Anglo-Saxon democracy. 


A. The articulate leaders have 
been powerfully influenced 
by Western ideas of freedom, 
whether humanistic or Chris— | 
tian in form, and will not 
easily sacrifice this heri- 
tage, which links closely with 
a strong Chinese sense of 
personal worth. 


B. The significance of the Communist re- 
volution is the shift in basis of 
power from such "intellectuals" to 
that portion of the population who 
have never known economic or political 
freedom. 


é 7. There will be need of industrial resources from the U.S. and other countries. 


A. Technological possibilities i 
| for China's development, for 

instance through water power, 

must be realized to assure 

the very existence of the 

Chinese people, not to speak 

of the development of the 

Chinese state. Only from the 

West can the know-how and the 


tools of power be speedily : 
procured. 


\ 


B. After achieving political power in the 
country, the Communists may adjust the 
speed of technical development to the 
rate at which the Soviet Union may 
help in training technical personnel 
and may provide physical equipment. 


8. Communists see the value of maintaining the legitimacy of the Government. 


A. Legitimacy of succession and 
de jure recognition are 
necessary if the Chinese 

¢ Government is to secure 
oy. advantages provided under 
various international trea- 
ties and through normal pro- 
cesses of trade; Western 
powers may establish cer- 


i 
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tain political or socicl con- 
ditions as prerequisite to de 
jure recognition. 

B. The Chinese Communists will probably 
welcome all sorts of international 
relationships, provided they do not en- 
tail weakening of the socialist (Com- 
munist) form of economy and government. 


China holds the place of a great power within the United Nations and 
its organizations. 


A. The Western nations may reject 
the legitimacy of 2 Com 
munist government in China, 
on grounds of its seizing 
power by military usurp:- 
tion, and thereby weaken 
Communist China's position 
in the World of Nations. 


B. A Communist government in China will 
undoubtedly claim legitimacy, as being 
the truly and accepted representatives 
of the Chinese people; the Soviet Bloc 
will eagerly support them, for China 
would be an additional Communist—domi- 
nated vote in the Security Council and 
other primary bodies in the United 
Nations Organization. 


Internal strains exist in Chinese Communism. 


A. The geographical and psycho- 
logical Ccistance between 
China and the Cominform 
countries, and the tredi- 
tional isolation of China, 
may increase tension within 
the Party and lead to a 
peculiar Chinese type of 
Communist-state, quite dis- 
tinct and not dominated by 
the Cominform. 


B. Present Communist leaders have per~ 
sistently declared unfailing loyalty 
to the Cominform. Such strains as 
exist are more personal than tactical. 


The policy and program of Christianity in Chin: has a vigorous competi- 
tive counterpart in Communism. 


A. Christianity has been a 
leading influence in intro- 
ducing a new dynanic into 
Chinese sccial history, 
evidenced by reform of 
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custom, by intellectucl 
revolution, and a new wor- 
shipping community; yet 

often without precise pro- 
posals for the specific 

needs of an emerging society, 
and with tendencies to become 
identified with propertied 
classes and their interests. 


B. Communism represents 2 very rapidly 
growing body in China, attractive be- 
cause of its specific program for 
present relief of the great majority 
of the population, with a vast goal 
at the end, considered so valunble as 
to call forth any personal. sacrifice 
and to justify the use of any means. 


II. Policy and Program 
1. The Rural Church 


The maintenance and cultivation of the life of the 12,000 Protestant churches 
in China becomes under present circumstances our primary and most promising task. 
The vast majority of these churches are in the villages and market towns. Communism 
has made its principal impact there, on village life as a whole. The program of the 
church has long emphasized the improvement of rural life, although all too little 
has been done. | 


(1) We are clearly challenged to concentrate attention, personnel and other 
resources on the village church and community. The aim should be the strengthening 
of the inner life of that clmrch and of its evangelistic witness, and the enlarging 
and enriching of its service to the community as an integral part of that witness. 


(2) The China Committee is convinced that it is desirable for (a) Rural 
Church Committee of the NCC to formulate the practical strategy and program re—- 
quired under existing circumstances in China, (b) the churches to work out 2 common 
plan, deploying their resources, and (c) the Boards to support whole-heartedly 
the plans which the Committee may work out. 


(3) We suggest to these agencies that in formulating such a strategy and 
program the following subjects be considered: 


(a) Resources now available to the Christian movement should be utilized 
at once, without delaying for additional men or money. 

(b) The program should minister to the total needs of any community 
concerned -—- including health, land productivity, literacy, recreation, literature, 
etc. 

(c) The program should enlist the services of institutions of all kinds 
and grades, and of students and young people. 

(d) The program should call out o maximum of local resources; it 
should definitely be designed to help people to help themselves. 

(e) Stress should be put on leadership training, especially for lay 
men and women, on a Christicn spirit in the home, and on nurture in the Christian 


faith. 
(f) The Committee's plan for Rural Service and Training centers should 


e 
f 
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be emented as rapidly as possible. 
Py sk (g) Christian literature adapted to the use of rural peoples is clear- 


dy needed. 
(h) Increase the use of audio-visual methods with more indigenous 


materials. 


2. The City Church. 


(1) The China Committee believes that this emphasis on rural life and its 
needs will not weaken but reinforce Christian work in the cities. It is necessary: 


{a) To build up the Church more and more as a worshipping community 
through its service and the sacraments, laying stress upon family participation 
and personal devotions of the individual. 

(b) To make each congregation, and, as far as possible, the entire 
Christian community in each place, more truly the family of Christ, bearing one 
another's burden in the manner of the apostolic Church. 

(c) To draw upon the highest intellectual and spiritual qualities of 
pastors and lay leaders in a common effort to understand and evaluate the meaning 
of both Communism and Christianity. 

(d) To encourage these pastors to seek special training, including: 

1) Education in modern social and political doctrines 
and practice 

2) Counseling and forms of social service 

3) Skill in some craft in order that they may share in the 
productive life of the community and, if necessary, 
support themselves entirely by their own earnings. 

(e) Por all churches and Christian agencies in each city to join in 
close cooperation and planning in order to adjust to the requirements of the 


community. 
(f) To widen the witness of the Church through thorough preparation 
of laymen for church work. 


(2) The broad Christian ministry of social welfare, aiming at improvement 
of community and individual life, should be maintained and enlarged with special 
adjustment in changes in business and industrixl life of the city. 


3. Youth Work. 


The churches and the Christian Associations should continue to expand their 
programs of youth work. Young men and women in China have a most significant role 
to play. They form the cadres for the effective achievement of the just aspirations 
of the people. The Christian Churches and Associations will encourage their young 
members in activities which are socially constructive and are penetrated with the 
spirit and example of Jesus. Educational institutions have the task of helping each 
student find his way through theories and doubts to intelligent courageous Christian 
convictions. Christian social service, which for long has been characteristic of 
Christian Association program, assumes even greater significance, as young people of 
all classes, economic status or religious conviction share in local and broader 
tasks of reconstruction. 


4. Education. 


—_ Christian higher educational institutions have endeavored to introduce the 
highest type of training in science, medicine, engineering and agriculture, as well 
as cultural subjects. The most significant contribution these institutions can 
make in China during future years will be to achieve a combination and integration 


of these elements: (1) high academic standards, (2) a Christian outlook on life, 


: 
: 


| | 
| 
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(3) practical experience in relating theory to actual life processes. 

Christian schools mst link instruction with practice. Every student 
should be led as part of his regular school work to participate in projects for 
the betterment of society. The Christian outlook will come from cxample end wor- 


ship as much as from instruction. 


5 Health Program. 


Within the limits of qualified persons available, City Churches should 
effectively cooperate with the medicul staff of hospitals in local and city-wide 
health work, as has been experimentally done in several centers. 


6, Literature. 


First in importance will be the continued production and circulation of 
the Bible. If the Communist doctrine of "freedom of the press" proves to be follow 
ed, religious journalism including possibly a newspaper becomes even more important 
than in the past years. 


Literacy has increased and is advancing rapidly. Newspapers and periodi- 
cals appear using simple language. Christian literature is more needed than ever 
with careful attention to producing things relevant to the felt needs of various 
sections of the population, to simplicity of style, and to adept methods of distri- 
bution. Churches and Missions are urged to give full support to this kind of litera 
ture as an effective means of maintaining the relevance of Christianity to daily 
problems with the objectives of education, inspiration, and practical service. 


7. Personnel. 


A. Missionaries 


The Chinese Church continues to welcome missionaries. Outstanding Chris- 
tian leaders have made it clear that they want their Western colleagues to remain 
and others to join thom. Mission Boards sre continuing to recruit and send out 
missionaries to China. The requirements for missionaries who are to work in con- 
temporary China are of an exacting nature. 


(1) Missionaries mst have such a vital faith and radiant Christian per- ; 
sonality that they are able to make an effective witness in their daily living. 

(2) They must be thoroughly integrated with the Chinese Christian move- 
ment and be prepared to carry whatever responsibilities are agreed upon in the 
common task of Chinese and Westerners. 

(3) They mist be prepared to live under rugged conditions. They may be 
called upon to live very simply as regards food, clothing, housing. There will be 
need for a return to the close identification with the life of the Chinese community 3 
which characterized early Christian missions in China. . 

(4) Mission Bocrds may for the present recommend the recruiting of single 
missionaries, whether men or women. For the years immediately ahead there may be 
special strains on the conscience, nerves, and physical health of young married 


couples with little children, working in areas where tension is strong. } 


(5) Missionaries must be emotionally stable and spiritually mature. 
Psychologiccl tensions are extremely severe in China today. Fear, worry, uncertainty 
and frustration produce problems which affect older missionaries and new recruits 
alike, and which only calm nerves, living faith in Christ, and clecr intellect can 


t. 
(6) Missionaries should be able to make @ contribution along three lines: 
(a) Through personal relationships 
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(b) Contribution of knowledge, method and inspiration to 
Chinese colleagues in Church leadership 
(c) Technicel skill required in Christian institutions or 


projects of ol] kinds 


In the new situction the missionary must be especially qualified to serve the common 
people. Doctors, nurses, agricultural speciclists, home and family life workers, 
men and women with a trade, teachers -—- those who can earn their own living or teach 


others how to make a living, will be wanted. 


(7) Missionaries mst be creative, willing to experiment with new methods 
of Christian work, adaptable to changed conditions. 

(8) In addition to a thorough training in Chinese culture, they mst 
acquire an understanding of Communism - theory, practice in Cominform countrieg, and 
Chinese developments. In the old days it was necessary to know Chinese religions; 


it is even more important that the missionary of the present day know Communism. 

(9) Careful acquisition of the Chinese language with the modern terms is 
essential. Nothing will contribute more to the identification of the missionary with 
the community than his facility in use of the language. Experienced missionaries 
with knowledge of language and conditions can render large service; but for then, 
understanding of Communism becomes the more urgent and important. 


B. Chinese 


Now more than ever before the responsibility for developing the Christian 
community rests upon the Chinese Church. Missionaries are eager to help in every 
way, but in the last analysis it is the Chinese Christians who must create the 
Christian community. The recruiting, training, and use of Chinese personnel is, 
therefore, a first priority in the program of the Christian Church in China. Every 
Christian is a worker and needs training to make him on effective witness. The 
Church may well increase the participation of lay leadership. Women will have an 
increasingly important place in the Christian community. As in New Testament days, 
the Christian family will be the center of the fellowship. Some who have been paid 
workers may find it necessary to follow the example of St. Paul and earn their 
living in secular occupation. Therefore the church, in its training program, needs 
to develop leaders who, besides thorough grounding in the Bible, the Christian faith, 
and modern ideologies will also have a vocational training for earning 2 livelihood. 


We close with a statement of eighteen Chinese Christian leaders: 


"We cannot believe that all doors will be closed to Christian witness 
and service, to medical and relief work, to Christian worship and fellowship, to 
demonstration of true Christian faith and love. God will close scme doors to 
open others. God can make the wrath of men to praise Him. With confidence in 
His sustaining grace and power, the Chinese Church faces the uncertain future, 

We pray that some of our missionary brothers and sisters will stand by us and share 
with us the perils and promises of this fateful hour of China's history." 


For the China Committee 


Paul B. Ander son 
Frank T. Cartwright 
Rowland M, Cross 
Everett M, Stowe 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. China-58 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eastern Joint Office 


CHINACOMMITTEE May 16, 1949_ _ 
COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS IN CHINA 


PRINCIPLES GOVERNING ALLOCATIONS 


The following principles are set forth for the guidance of the Funds Allocation 
Committee in making their recommendations to the Executive Committee. 


1) The value of the special project should be considered from the point of view of 
subject matter, literary style, special constituency and popular appeal. 


2) Preference should be given to original compositions over translations and to bot» 
over reprints, for which allocations should be meade only under exceptional cir- 
cumstances. 


3) Both the general resources of the Society applying for the special project end 
its facilities for carrying out thet project if allocation is made, should be 
taken into eccount in making the recommendation. 


4) If for any particular project request is made for only e pert of the cost, the 
member organization concerned shall stute how it proposes to raise the balance. 


5) If the project cannot be undertaken at least in part during the current finan- 
cial year, the Committee may recommend deferring the allocation to the following 
financial year. 


> 6) Allocations for special projects shall be based upon the requests incorporated 
in the budget in accordance with By-Laws III 3, and any adjustments necessary 
shall be made in the light of:- 
1) The total amount available for allocation. 
2) Changes in general conditions. 
3) Changes desired by the applicant society. 


7) If member organizations, when applying to the CCP for allocations for special pro- 
jects, send simultaneously like requests to other sources, they shall notify the 
CCP of the fact; and if funds are received from other sources for the seme pro- 
ject, notification to the CCP shall at once be made with a view to adjustment 
of any allocation recommended or made. 

t 


-8) All funds allocated by the Council to member organizations shall be subject to 
audit, no further allocation being made until a financial statement covering 
the previous allocation has been received. 


9) In addition to recommendations for the special projects of member organizations, 
the Committee may also at its discretion recommend the eppropriation of funds 
for the CCP itself for distribution grants, prize funds, scholarships, or any 
other purpose which in its judgment is consonant with the general aims of the CCP 
as defined in its constitution or set forth in particular recommendations of uri 


10) The Funds Allocation Committee shall meet at least twice a year 
¢ 1) Before the Annual Meeting to consider applications for allocations from member 
orgenizations to be included in the budget. 
2) As soon as possible after the Annual Meeting and within the first quarter of 
the fiscal year, to determine the allocations for the current financial year. 


11) The foregoing principles mey be modified by the Council at any of its duly 
called meetings, on the recommendation of its Executive Committee. 
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At a meeting of a group of China Secretaries on July 20th the following 
news items were reported from Chine: 


Baptist Board: The statement was made that South Chine had been little affected 

and a large proportion of their missionaries were still in West 
China. The financial problem is a big one and they are setting up some plan by 
which they can get Chinese currency into West China. 


Episcopal Board: j# Mr. Fowler reported a telephone conversation with their 
treasurer in Shanghai. He also reported the receipt of a cable- 


next September. 


United Board Dr. Fenn stated thet the State Department advised that there 
hr would be no difficulty in issuing passports for those going to 
a coin, their colleges in China, though entry permit would have to be 


obtained from the Communist authorities regarding essential 
personnel and evidence that the applicants had lived there before the turnover. 


United Lutheran: Miss Mae Rolfs, a missionary from China, stated that missionaries 
were evacuating Yunnan because of robber bands. 


Y.¥.C.A. Miss Briggs reported two letters from Peiping describing the way 
in which the YWCA is meeting the present situation. She also 


~~ Yeported that Miss Brennecke had arrived in Hongkong where she will remain. 


Mr. Vaught reported the receipt of a cablegram sent from 
mail clearing Hongkong. 


Mr. Collyer reported the receipt of the following cablegram dated 
June 18th from Shanghai: 
"DISPATCHED SCRIPTURES NANCHANG HANKOW TSINAN PEIPING 
PRINTING BINDING UNINTERRUPTED UP TO DATE NO 
RESTRICTIONS SITUATION HOPEFUL PORT REOPENING FOREIGN 
SHIPPING AIR MAIL NEGOTIATING ALL WELL." | 


The Secretary reported the receipt of two letters from his 
Sister in Peiping stating that no notices are circulated now except in Chinese and 
letters must be addressed in Chinese.,..Yenching is in great favor with the authori- 
ties. Bridgman Academy going on much as usual "although we have to be ready for 
changes. The faculty has opened a night school for girl workers in some of the 
factories near the school." 


Dr. Cartwright reported the following telephone conversation with Bishop 
Viard in Shanghai about 10 A.M. June 28th: 


"All Methodist missionaries in this area safe and well, except one 


—~Yetired missionary who had a stroke a few deys ago. Work is con- 
tinuing quite normally. The schools closed their spring term last 
week. Missionaries have not yet been allowed to leave Shanghai but 
the last few days a few have come from Nanking and been allowed to 
return. Some students from Shanghai American School were taken 


— 


Shanghai stating that the work was proceeding...checks negotiable- 


\ 
Church World 
| | 
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back to Nanking. No plane sorvice or steamers as yet. The treasurer 
stated that it is possible to send money to all liberated areas 
including North China; he reiterated his appeal to keep tke money 
coming along...We are meeting daily as representatives of the 
different denominations. We are coming into closer unity all the 
time. We recently had an important meeting of East China and Mid 
China District Superintendents in Shanghai which gave us a good 
view of this part of our work." 


The Secretary reported ag following two cablegrems from Shanghai: 
C 


"WORK PROCEEDING CABLE TOTAL AMOUNT EMERGENCY LITERATURE 


FUND FROM FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
BUSBY LING" 


(The total amount of emergency literature fund received in North America 


was $6,450. An additional amount was paid by Boards or Missions in 
China, direct). 


Juno 28th from National Christian Council: 


"RURAL WORK COMMITTEE LAUNCHING THROUGH RURAL SERVICE UNIONS 
IN LIBERATED AREAS SHORT TERM VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS FOR PASTORS 
EVANGELISTS HELP CHURCHES TOWARD PRODUCTIVE SELF SUPPORT 
URGE YOU AND REISNER SECURE REGULAR SPECIAL FUNDS INITIATE 
THIS NEW PROGRAM PLE.SE SEND BALANCE ONE THOUSAND IMMEDIATELY 

WANG PRICE" 


(We had on hand $750 contributed by Riverside Church for the Rural 
Department of the N.C.C. which was deposited at once to the N.C.C. 
acCOUnT/ 


On June 7, 1949 the Executive Secretary and Secretary of the Council of 


Christian Publishers wrote as follows: 


on 


"It is with a sense of deep thankfulness to God and to those of you in 
the homelands who have had us in your hearts and preyers during these times 
of anxiety that we write to you this first letter after the change over. 


"You will have heard from the N.C.C. that mission personnel and property 


are safe. Probably also you will have heard further deteils by the time 
this reaches you. 

"This is to tell you that our premises came through without e scratch 

there was fighting by the bridge over Soochow Creek at the other 

end of Huchiu Road and some windows were broken in the C.L.S. and National 
Y buildings but nothing serious. It is too early yet to know all the 
effects on work. But arrangements cre in hand to register 'Tien Feng’ 
and the four magazines of the C.L.S. The China Bookman as a trade journal 
has not till now been registered and we do not yet know what regulations 


will be put forth concerning this type of literature. But we hope to con- 


tinue all the work of the C.C.P. American and British owned daily news- 
papers continue publication, 

"As reported to you in Mr. Busby's letter of May 3rd, the Emergency 
Fund ig being distributed as received and to date a total of US $3,125 has 
been disbursed. As C.L.S. have used reserved and earmarked funds in 
advance in anticipation of tho funds being available now, wo hope as soon 
as possible that you will let us know the emount in hand. 

"We rejoice that in all the chaos of the present time, Christian 
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work continues and earnestly pray, as we are sure you do, that the 
Christian forces may be enabled to meet the needs of the time. 
_ Our Executive Committce resumes its monthly meetings on June 10th. 
We are sending a copy of this letter to Rev. S. Dixon. 

"We are sending this vic : 
Rev. M. E. Terry 
ll-4 Carnarvon Roac . 
Kowloon, Hongkong. 


who will we hope send on to you by air. Please reply by the seme route till 


air mail direct is established. 
"With cordicl grectings from us all, 
Very sincerely yours, 
Executive Secretary 
C. E. Busby 


Secretary." 


Dr. WW. Pe. Mills of Nation:l Christian Council wrote as follows on 
8, 1949: 


"In a cablegram sent to my wife on Mey 28th, I added a sentence saying . 


'Tell Cross George Chester others all well.' I hope this message reached 
you all right and that the meaning wos clear, namely that our colleagues 
on the staff of the Council all came through the recent fighting in | 
Shanghai without mishap. No one was injured whether among the secretaries, 
office staff, or servants. Moreover the building, although in the down- 
town section where the lest day's street fighting took place, was also 
damaged. Ye were fortunate indeed to have come through the two weeks from 
May 13th to 26th so completely without harn. 

"Most of the tine the fighting was on the outskirts of Shanghai, but 

it drew closer to the city. Oftentimes during the day there 

would be little or no sound of firing, though nearly clways at night it was 
audible for periods of varying length. As the armies swung towards 
Pootung and came nearer to the city on other sides as well, we became 
increasingly conscious that, no matter what our hopes for peace might be, 
Shanghai was not going to fall entirely uncontested. 

"This was especially true on the night of Saturday, May 2lst. I 
slept little then, as the guns were going steadily all through the night 
until dawn. On Sunday, the 22nd, we were however able to go to church 
as usual, and on Monday the 23rd to the office; but while we were at 
staff meeting on the morning of Tuesday the 24th, word came that the 
Communist army was beginning to enter the outskirts of the city. It 
was therefore quickly decided to close the office at noon so that staff 
members could return home at once and thus avoid getting cut off from 


their families. This plan worked well, and everyone managed to get 


back home without difficulty, before any great number of troops came 
into the city. | 

"On Tuesday night the Nationalists retreated as the soldiers of the 
other side came in, but for a time there was considerable street fight- 
ing, part of which was quite close to us (at 18 Route Winling). It was 
not until six o'clock in the afternoon of Thursday, the 26th, that all 


fighting ended and the city was at peace again. : 


"With kindest regards, 
Cordially yours, 
( signed) W. P. Milis." 


| 
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The American Board Newsletter dated June 13th reports the receipt of 
3 a radiogram on June 16th urging carly return to NoPth Chine of four missionarics 
| - now on furlough in the United States and of two Chinese leaders studying in this 


— eountry- 
The Newsletter also reporteda message from Ned Smith who first went 
to Foochow in 1901. He wrote on May 22nd: 


"T have been called to baptize hundreds on my visits to these country 
churches. Last week Topping and I traveled 100 miles up country here in 
Ingtai. Each place was eeger to welcome us and we had a grand time. Easter 
Sunday he preached: here while I baptized 30. At Dai Kow Church on Palm 
Sunday 24 men, women and students were received to fellowship. Up in Sa 
Sang on a week day 8 men and 6 women came into the church. Yesterday our 
Academy here celebrated its 58th birthday by all-day services. Some 400 
students and alumni gathered in the Grace Memorial Hall here on our hill 
among the trees. We have a fine faculty and school. Some over 100 of 
our elumni are in educational work in Ingtai and Foochow." 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 


| 
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Victor E. W. Hayward : 
‘May 25th, 1949 
(Completed June 10th) 
Near Friends: 


During the sunny hours of this long day, Shanghai has been in process of 
"liberation." Liberated myself from duties in our NCC office, which I have been 


unable to reach today, since between it and my home lies the Soochow Creek over 
which fighting has been raging for the last eleven hours, I have at last found my 


long-sought opportunity of re-starting this letter! It is now almost six months 


since I wrote my last Newsletter, and three months since I started this letter for 
the first time. And then, one after the other, came calis for emergency consultation 
or speedy action, and continuance of the newsletter nad to be postponed so many times 
that it became evident that what had already been written had lost its news-—value, 
and the letter would one dey have to be commenced again. Meanwhile documents of 
various kinds have been sent out, and these have no doubt better served China than 


my own writing would have done. , 


1) The General Situation. My original paragraph under this heading was an extremely 
long one. As things now stand, however, I am sure that there is little that I can 


offer by way of significant news. Some of us were listening hopefully this evening 

to a foreign newscast ——s the Shanghai situation! Let me therefore simply make 

a few general comments. When I last wrote, neither Hsuchow nor Peiping had fallen. 
Now, after a brief lull during which peace negotiations were initiated but broke dow, 
the Yang-tze has been crossed, Nanking has fallen, and the whole of China seems like 
an over-ripe plum for Communist picking. How has such rapidity been possible-especial 
ly in view of the fact that the Nationalists have been far better equipped? The 
answer would seem to be the simple one that the Communists are fighting for a cause 
in which they devoutly believe, whereas the Nationalists now have’no such faith or 
motive. Moreover, in spite of tensions which no doubt exist within their ow ranks, 
the former are fighting on a united front, while the latter are obviously divided 
among themselves. What a lesson for the Church lies here! The Generalissimo com- | 
pletely failed to create the broadly-based and socially-reforming government which at. : 
the time of the inauguration of the Constitution he genuinely seemed to desire» He : 
proved equally unable to achieve the absolutely necessary reforms among his less | 
worthy colleagues and kinsmen. Thus, failing a governmont actually based upon 
practice of the Three People's Principles it professed, China could not in fact 
afford, it seems to me, not to go through the throes of ea Communist revolution. 
Liberals have never offered a practicable third alternative. . It is worthy of note 
that, except when actual war swept near to people's homes, inflation was a far more 
constant topic of everyman's conversation than political revolution. Even those whos<« 
resources have been in foreign currencies have by no means escaped their difficulties, 
but it is almost impossible for those without experience to realize how perpetual and 
how grim has been the struggle for the multitude of individuals and institutions whose | 
income has been in Chinese currency. A school fee paid a few days late may be worth 
‘ut half its intended value. Telegraphed remittances depreciate to a fraction of 
uheir original value before actually received - and the same process happens to the 
sum sent later to cover the first loss by depreciationit It is facts like these which 
constitute the problem, rather than astronomical figures. In earlier stages, the cost 
of living would only double or treble itself within a month (1); between March 15 and 
April 15 it multiplied itself 11 times, and than again by 23 times during the next 
two weeks. Imagine doing business under such conditions, and add to it the difficulty 
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-~ from time to time of available cash being insufficient to meet demands. The cost 

~<- of one egg yesterday was GY 1,500,000. At present exchange rates, this means about 
Sd., or just over US¥.06. A pound of potatoes was one-third of this price. 
But to indicate the realities of inflation, in terms of the CNC used up to August 
last year, that one egg cost $4,500,000,000,000. ~ instead of about CN314,000 a year , 
ago. The most wonderful thing about it all is how steacily life has gone on amid | 
cll this financial shaos. And we went to market and bought that aforesaic eye while 
street fighting was in progress a mile or two distant in the tom. 


2) (gee a A great deal of information has by now been re- 
cs.ved bearing upon the question of Communist policy towards the Christian Church. 
Ca his return from the Peace Delegation to Peiping, Dr. W. W. Yen reported that he 
had personally been told by Mao Tse-tung and Chou En-lai that uncer Communist rule 
in China there would be freedom both of religious faith and of disbelicf. 
It would seem that these freedoms includc tliose of religious anc of anti-religious 
propaganda. As regarcs actual oractice in various liberated areas, there has been 
no uniformity, but certain oatterns of concuct have tendec constantly to emerge. 
In country districts the initial ;roclametion of ""reecom of Religious Faith" has 
usually been followed by slogans of "Down with Superstition", ané often subsequent- 
ly by open or disguised attacks on Christianity. In Manchuria, where the new regime 
has been stricter, not only were pastors forbidden to receive salaries, but even free 
will offerings from the congregation were not permitted. It scemec as if various , 
Christian institutions woule be forced to request that they be taken over by the new 
government, since on the one hand thcy were not permitted to close up, but on the 
other hand were not allowed to receive foreign grants or local fees! Reports from 
elsewhere have told of places where voluntary contributions were permitted, although 
pastors had to engage in "productive" work, and were not allowed themselves to solic- 
“™ it contributions. Undoubtedly the Church will later be encouraged to throw off all 
"foreign control." As large cities have been occuvied, the Communists have often 
shown a friendly attitude towards missionaries who have remained, and have sometimes 
asked why others have left, but such initial encouragement has usualiy been clouded 
over before long by various forebodings, if not actual setbacks. Thus, for example, 
the early news from Tsinan was extremely good, but later reports of threatened heavy 
taxing of school oroverty, and of permitting students to determine themselves what 
they would do in regard to school fees made the future of Christian schools there 
Seem very dark. Again, the Rural Service Union at Chuhsien reported taat when the 
Communists first came, they expressed great admiration for the work carried-on there. 
Saying that what was being done was exactly the kind of thing that they themselves 
planned; later, however, we heard that this work had had to be discontinued. 
It is obviously unwise to build too muci on early reports after liberation has taken 
place. On the other hand, it is equally apparent that it has been tremendously 
worthwhile to make the experiment of continuing on into the new regime. Even had it 
already ended in complete failure, it would have been a wortiy and a Christian fail- 
ure: to be forced to curtail or discontinue the work of the Cnurch is one thing, 
voluntarily to abandon it is quite another; the way in which work stops may seem to 
make little difference at the time, but may make a world of difference at some date in 
the future. Yet these experiments have not stopped; they are only in their initial 
Stages. There may be many ‘ups' as well as 'dowms.' The inexcusable attitude is to 
ssume that the future of the Church uncer a Communist regime is already fixed. 
vaith speaks not so. Yet easy ontimism would be as foolish as the former attitude is 
wrong. International relations may be exnected to have a profound influence upon 
\ the development of Communist policy towards the Church, and may mitigate the logical 
~ outcomes of a materialistic philosoohy which at best can only give a cynical tolerance 
to outmoded superstition. Apart from outside pressures, there will be »erhaps even 
more serious strains within the life of the Church itself. There will be many temp- 


tations, and many misunderstandings. Brethren, pray for us. 
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3) - We have greatly ap»vreciated the thinking and con- 
cern ested by many of our good friencs abroad, as they together with us have 
been facing the challenges of this new situation. We would like to give them as- 
surance that during these many months we for our part have been engaged in constant 
thought and discussion, es we have orayerfully sought God's guidance for the future. 
At an early stage we realized the importance of doing our utmost to strengthen thc 
work of regional Christian Councils. There are more of taese in existence than 
many people realize, and even where organized and functioning Union Councils do not 
exist, there are often embryo organizations which times of difficulty can always 
touch to life. The North China Christian Federation, which was revived iihen | vis- 
ited Peiping last January, has proved its value during past months; we have been 
much encouraged by reports of its activitios, and now look forward to resuming com- 
munication with this Federetion, as well as with many other churches and Christian 
councils, in the liberated areas. The Kvangtumg Christian Council needs little as- 
sistance from us; for strategic reasons we have laic particular stress on assisting 
the active Christian councils in Foochow, Chungking, Chengtu and Nanchang. All the 
former three have been visited several timcs this year, and Nanchang was specially 
visited last year; all of them have been given special "grants-in-aid" to assist 
with their gencral program expenses. It was originally planned to hold a second 
National Forward Movement Conference early this summer, to be followed by regional 
conferences, as last year. This plan was, however, abandoned through force of cir - 
cumstances, in favour of the holding of a larger number of regional Forvard Movement 
Conferences. A very favourable responso was received to the letter we sent out to 
over twenty especially selected citics. Owing to war conditions, some places were 
unable to get a reply to us, but from those with which we were in touch we knew of 
plans being made for regional conferences at Canton, Chengtu, Shungking, Foochot., 
Hainan, Kweiyang, Swatow,, Tainan ard Taineh. Special materials ere sent to these 
and other cities to assist in the porepvarctions for these conferences. Tie nov look 
forward to helping with regional Forward Movement Conferences in liberated areas. 

The following extract from the letter we sent out last month will adequately indicate 
what we have had in sind for the programmes of these regional conferences: "As pre- 
viously announced, our suggested theme for regional Forward Movement conferences this 
year is ‘Advance through United Witness.' You are, of course, at perfect liberty 
to change this, if you desire, for your own conference. But let these three notes 
of Advance, Witness, and Unity, ring out, whatever particular harmony you prefer! 

As we face a developing situation, whatever clse we do, we Christians must go forwarc 
to meet its challeuges and opportunities. May the power of Christ cast out the 
devils of fear, of self-interest, and of defeatism. It is our glorious privilege tc 
bear witness in every way possible to the reality of our Lord's power among the lives 
of those who trust and cbey Him. Unity was what He Himself prayed for His followers 
(see John XVII). If only ali of us can start to think of the Christian enterprise 
in our locality as-one single movement, to which our various Churches, and our sever- 
el different departments of work, all make their own perticular contributions, we 
Shall find a new joy and confidence in facing the future. We are all prone to think 
of our own particular piece of work or of our own Church as the unit, instead of the 
larger cause, and of cooperation <s an extra which we may (or may not) add to our orn 
endeavors. Can we do all our thinking together at these regional conferecaces in 
this spirit of all being but parts of one whole?" (If I may venture to say so, this 


plea for a truly united approach to whet is after all our common task is vitally reic- 


vant to all Christian cooperative endeavours. A united front is never a luxury; 
as the world situation develops, it becomes for the Church an imperative necessity.) 
For many months a small group of Christian executives have met weekly over a sand- 
wich lunch to share news and views. Lust March the NCC arranged a special all-day 
Retreat to consider the future of Christian work in China. This was attonded by 
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sixty-seven Christian leaders (40 Chinese and 27 missionaries), representative of 
verious cenominations, of many difforent Christian institutions, and of several 
spheres of Christian work. This conference proved highly significant and helpful. 
The confidential report afterwards issued (copies of which were also sent abroad) 
was greatly appreciated for the stimulation it brought to Christians in othor cit- 
ies. More recently a similar group of twenty-six Christian administrators (half 
Chinese and half missionary) was similarly called together to face these questions 
snecifically from the administrative point of view--and in particular the question, 
'{s the Christian Movement sufficiently wmited as it faces a new situation? 

Ave further steps toward unity desirable, or possible?" As a result of this con- 
ference, an Emergency Council has been sect up on a temporary anc informal basis, on 
which are represented certain Christian bodies whose churches are not at present in 
the NCC (the China Inland Mission, the Saivation Army and the Southern Baptists 

The Chairman and Secretaries of this Emergency Council are the present corresponding 
officers in the NCC! The foregoing will be sufficicnt evidence, I trust, that con- 
siderable thought and pkanning have long engaged our corporate, as well 2s our inciv 
idual thinking. Nevertheless, we co not feel at all ready at this stage *to pro- 
pound solutions to the problems we expect to face. Actual probloms, wac they ar- 
rive, have a way of being somewhat diffcrent from their anticipated nature: 

vihat we fecl certain of are such convictions as these: the need of a truly united 
acvance into the future, for adaptations of a positive anc creative nature in our 
programs, and such racical organizational changes 1s may be necessitated by finan- 
tial as well as other factors; e call to stand for the abiding values of the Church’: 
programs and for the Church's ecumenical nature; the faith that God's provicential 
and redeeming grace will certainly create, in His own time, great opportunitics is. 
fundamental changes for good. We deprecate hasty anc superficial "sclutions. 
Valuable, for uxample, as have been anc will continue to be, the contributions of 
medical anc other social service mobile wits, we feel that in the nature of things 
they can do but little towards the fundamental task of maintaining and building up 
the Christian Church. The past success of such toams has in no smail measure do- 
pendec upon the existence in the backgrownd of Christian forces more permancntly or- 
ganized. On the other nanc, it may well be that the future typical missionary (if 
permitted at all!) will be someone who has a technical contribution of high value to 
make to the social and productive programs of the new regime. Let us report more 
on these matters as we gain experience from living in this new situation. Meanwhil- 
we continue to make contacts with the new regine, with which we intend to cooperate 
completely in all financial matters, as well 2s in all that pertains to the common 
welfare and uplift of the common people.  liecent regulations regarding foreign ex- 
change are encouraging, and official pronouncements concerning foreign residents 
remain reassuring. 


4) Emergency Literature Program. The Council of Christian Publishers wes wfortu- 
nately thwarted by war conditions on each of its two attempts to call its Annual 
Meeting this year, but much steady progress has nevertheless been achieved in tho 
Council's work. This will be separately reported on elserhere. Here, however, I 
would specially mention the stups that were taken to enable a wics diffusion of 
Christian literature to be made before communications became increasingly difficult. 
The need for such steps was pointed out in a special appeal from the NCC last “eces- 
ber. Subsequent to this, FMC requested CCP to prepare a special emergency bugot 
for Christian literature. All member organizations were invitee to submit appeals 
in this connection, and a total sum of US§29,750 was finally requested, for grants to 


different pub organizations uncer various such as emergoncy print- 


ing, special transport (including airlift where necessary), and the establishment of 
additional or stronger distribution centres. Unfortunately FMC was only able to 
promise US$6,000 for the month of May (of vhich but $1,500 has actually been received 
es yet), and regarded $8,000 as the maximum that could be hoped for. Nevertheless, 
we are very glac that something was able to be specially done in this connection, 


| 
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wish also to express our appreciation of the interest incicated by a small dona- 
_ for the same purpose from the CMS. The China Bible House started at quite an 
early date sencing out, with its own funcs, special plane-loads of Scriptures to 
cities which it was anticipated would be cut off from communication with Phanghei 
for a time. Dr. Mortensen reports that they made a total emergency distribution of 
no less than 120 tons of Bibles, Testaments, and “cripture portions betwoon November 
lst last year and May 25th. Of this total, 45 tons was eir-liftec (almost all by 
Lutheran plane), at a total cost of over US$26,700. This distribution wos mace to 
the following cities: Canton, Chengtu, Chungking, Foochow, Hangchow, Kunming, Lanchow, 
Peiping, Sian, Sichang, Taiwan, Tientsin, Tsingtao. The general principle was to 
ensure that each city had a2 three-years' supply in hanc. A Bible Van was purchase< 
and equipped for the distribution of Scriptures throughout the cistant provinces of 
Northwest China. The Christian Literature Society spent about US$3,000 for emergen- 
cy distribution of hymnbooks anc other Christian literature to: Amoy, Canton, Chong- 
tu, Foochow, Hangchow, Hongkong, Nanchang, Swatow, Taiwan. A further $1,000 was 
spent on special printing to replenish stocks to met emergency neecs. Both the 
China Bible House anc the C. L. S. took special steps to sen¢ sample copies anc 
printing shells to places of safety. The Canadian Mission Press has also been seeck- 
ing to meet the special neecs of the time, and many books heve been re-printec in 
Chengtu for circulation in West China. It can thus be seen that considercblo steps 
have actually been taken to ensure a good supply of Christian literature throughout 
the country for some time to come, 


5) NCC Activities. During the perioc uncer revicw less travel has of course been 
possible thy* would have been cone uncer normal conditions, but a surprising amount 
has proved possible. Last February Mr. Gcorce Wu attended the important Annual Meet- 
ings of the Fukien “hristian Youncil in Foochow. Dr. Highbaugh has spent most of 
this year in either Szechuan or Fukicn, both of which provinces she has visitec 

twice. This is in lino with the special help we are giving the regional Councils of 
these two areas; Dr. Highbaugh has also or-cnized Area Conferences for the Homes Con- 
mittee in both Foochorw end Chungking. wr. Henry Jones hes travelled in East, “est, 
_@and Southwest China, and Mr. S. P. Wang has visitec Sastern, Southeastern and Southern 
provinces. Last “ecember I mysclf went to Hongkong, to make tentative arrangements 
for the later setting-up of a small office there, anc in January I visitec Poiping, 
shortly before its liberation, in order to take funcs anc materials, anc arrange for 
the appointment of an NCC Regional Secretary for North China--in result, tne Rev. 

P. H. Wang was appointed in the dual capacity of Exccutive Secretary of the revivec 
North China Christian Federation, and North China Regional Secretary for the NCC. 

As regarcs promotion of the Forwarc Movenent, we were greatly incebtec to the timely 
visit of Dr. E. Stanley Jones for a month's evangelistic work in Chine. “e wore 

able to arrange for Dr. Jones to visit Nanking and Shengtu, as well as Shanghai, Amoy, 
Canton, and Hongkong. His messages, and the very fact of his coming at such a time, 
were of tremendous encouragement to the Chinese churches. Dr. Sherwooc “dcy's work 
under tne auspices of the National Y. M. C. A., and Dr, Leutenschlager's evangelistic 
work for the C. C. E+ A., also made invaluable contributions to the Forward Movement 
in general. 280,000 simple evangelistic tracts were prepared and distributec in con- 
nection with the Week of Spring Evangelism, and 250,000 further evangelistic tracts | 
were later similarly distributec. The latest Shinese Bulletin issued has comprized | 
@ long progress report giving news for the past five months. In the Forward Movement | 
Series the following two books have already been published this year: "“welve Addross- : 
es to Youth by Kev. Newton “hiang, and "What Can the Church Do for the Rural People?" 
edited by Dr. Irma Highbaugh. Preparations made for regional Forwarc Movement Con- 
ferences have been reported on above. During this perioc, the following new depart- 
ments of NCC work have been set up: a2 Commission on the Church and Human Welfare, a 
Rural Work Committee, anc a Woran's Work Committee. All are very active, and have | 
forward-looking programs. In addition, the NCC has very fully participated in re- 
lief work set up in Shanghai. Very encouraging progress has been mace by the Yommit- 
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Chris Service in Industrial Relations. An excellent poster depicting 
prey & nosteile and several other special materials were given the widest pos- 
sible distribution and publicity, in promotion of ea Christian interpretation 6f La- 
bour Sunday, this year May lst falling on 4 Sunday. Mr. Henry Jones, at the re- 
quest of IMG, investigated the conditions of Japanese POW's in China, and he and 
others did a fine piece of work among these prisoners in Shanghai before they were 
repatriated, twenty-seven of whom were baptized in the camp. The NCC did large 
scale promotion work in connection with the Universal Week of Prayer at the begin- 
ning of January, the National Day of Prayer to which Chinese churches were specially 
invited on January 30th, and the World Day of Prayer on March 4th sponsorec: by Coun- 
ecils of Church Women. In Shanghai itself the NCC has sponsorec a Weekly Joint Pray- 
er Meeting on Wednesday mornings for workers in the various national Christian organ- 
izations in this district; this continues in strength. On the occasion of Dr. John 
R. Mott's briof visit to Shanghai in April, NCC mace arrangements for the very suc- 
cessful gatherings of Christian leacers who met with him. An informal group of 
young Christian leacers, with Chinese in the majority, have been meeting rogularly 
once a fortnight to discuss theological anc kincrec subjects. Our A-V A Department 
moved to Shanghei from Nanking last December and all have felt the benefit of the 
closer working connection with this important branch of NCC work. The Department 
reports steady progress, and its assets hevo been greatly increased by the splencic 
collection of over 8,000 classical music gramophone recorcs, acquirec through the 
good offices of Mr. Boynton. Dr. Rincen has also superintended the thorough remod- 
elling and renovation of our NCC offices now in progress, as a result of which our 
general working efficiency will soon be greatly enhancec. | 


6) Our Allied Commissions. In this section I wish to give the high-lights of news 
from our allied Commissions. The outstanding piece of work this year to the eredit 
of NCCRE is the production of a special 108-page "Guidebook for Christian Homes", ed- 
ited by a special Committee set up for the purpose by the 10th Annual Meeting last 
year. The Guidebook is in two parts. Part I deals with the Christian home, its 
outward marks and inward belicfs and standards: its relationship with God, the 
Church, and society; its special occasions (weddings, betrothals, anniversaries, home 
dedication, end the many other occasions that occur in family life). Part II gives 
the selected material for family worship: Bible readings, hymns, prayers, etc. 

Its publication has already run to four editions totalling 50,000 copies, apart from 
@ special edition being prepared in West China. This wnprecedentedc sale indicates 
general appreciation of the particular relevance of this book in China today. 

In addition, 6,000 copies of this year's Handbook for Youth Summer Conferences on 
"The Living Christ" has been cistributecd. Two pictures prepared by our A+V A Depart- 
ment, one a special setting of Sallman's "Head of Christ" anc the other promoting |. 
"Grace before Meals", have been given a similarly wide distribution. Mr. Layton Wu 
has recently returnec from his stucies in the States, and has been asked to give 
special attention to promotion of Chilcren's Work during his first year back. 

It has been decided to make the NCCRE Chinese quarterly a monthly publication. 
Several months ago CCEA reported that Dr. James Ding had consented to servo as its 
General Secretary, in succession to Dr. J. M. Tan. Unfortunately, for one reason or 
another, Dr. Ding's arrival from Foochow has been long delayed, and Mr. John Barr con- 
tinues amidst all his other dutics to give splencid leadership as Acting General Sec- 
retary. One of the Outstanding contributions mace through CCEA since last autum 
has been the sponsoring of Dr. Stanton Lautenschlager's evangelistic work among stu- 
dents in all parts of China, especially among middle school students. The list of 
schools and cities thus visited is impressively large, but of yet greater signifi- 
cance is Dr. Lautenschlager's report that, experienced worker in this field as he is, 
he has found a response among students today which has been "amazing and unprecedent- 
ed." Mr. Victor Chang paid a very worthwhile visit to South China in April, in the 
interests of Christian secondary cducation. He is now taking a special interest in 
the promotion of productive education in our schools. Mr. H. K. Ma, who accompanied 
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“ry, Lautenschlager to Nanking just before its liberatiop, and was unable to return, 
took the opportunity to do a fine piece of work among several East China cities 
which had just been taken over by the Communists. CCEA has been actively partici- 
pating in the various conferences which have been called to discuss future policies 
in the Christian Movement. A conviction has been expressed that, since the new 
government has as yet inadequate cducational resources, private schools will be per- 
mitted to continue for some timc to come. The indications are that religious work 
among students will also be permitted, provided it is done off the campus, and out 
of school hours. Reference may here be made to the encouraging visit of the “cov. 
Noel Slater, who so assictusly covered the whole field of Christian University 
work. We ere sure his reports at home must havo been of great interest anc valuc. 
The Council of Yhristian Medical \.ork has continued its full program until recently 
but is at present sadly handicapped by lack of both funcs and personnel. W e are 
ell profoundly grateful that Dr. li. S. Flowers mace an exccllent recovery from the 
heart attack, which might so casily have proved fatal. Coronary thrombosis dcfeais 
the purposes of even so indefatigable a worker as Dr. Flowers, but before his reluc- 
tant return home, he made one or two more field trips. The Council's Nursing Sec- 
retary, Miss E. Silver, having completed her assignment under the British Red Cross, 
has also left for England while Dr. K. C. Wong himself felt coimpelled for reasons 
of ill health to insist on resigning this summer. It is well for the Council that 
he has magnanimously agreed to continue as Executive Secretary until such time as 
the Council's work can again be put on firm foundations. It is certainly unfortu- 
nate that this Commission should be in such difficulties at a time when its services 
and leadership are specially required. Apart from its reguler promotional work, . 
CCMVi has rendered invaluable help in assisting in the relocation cf displaced medi- 


cal personnel. 


7) Budgeting. This last spring, consicerable work was done to grvat effect in all 
departments of NCC finances. Past accounts which, for one reason or another, had 
been running on untouched for considerable periods were all cleared up; some adjusi- 
ments were made in our accounting systems, and in fincncigl administration. 

A special effort was wade by all concerned, under the leadership of our Financial 
Secretary and Mir. Pluuer Mills, to budget this year on more realistic lines than 
hitherto, and to integrate the various cepartmental bucgets into a more thoroughly 
consistent whole. Whether rightly or not, the NCC staff felt quite proud of the 
budget it finally presented for the current year. Many circuustances beyond our 
control, and beyonc our present knovledge, will probably necessitate roadjustments 
of various kinds, but we feel that NCC finances are at least on a sound budgetary 
footing. A sterling account in London was recently opened, in addition to our 
long-standing accounts in New York. May I vonture to make the suggestion at this 
point that perhaps rather more mutual consultation between FMC anc CBMS would enable 
the income sice of our budgets to be clarifiec beyond the stage of our first pre- 
Sentation? It may well be that such consultation takes place, but if so, we sven 


to remain rather ignorant of its results! 


8) Staff Nevs. There have been considerable changes in our staff personnel since 
the last newsletter was iritten, anc it may prove helpful to sumiarize these in the 
present paragravh. Last autumn we rojoicec to welcome back to China Mr. and irs. 
Charlies Boynton and the Rev.:li- P. Mills. Unfortunatcly the Boyntons vere not able 
to stay with us long, but in any ways we were able to benefit fron ar. Boynton's 
encyclopaedic knowledge. Mr. Mills came back te take up the Secretaryship of our 
Committees on Legal Relations and International Affairs, but from the start he has 
been making an all-round contribution to the Council's work which is greatly appre- 
ciated, and was signalized in his appointment as Acting Associate General Secretary. 
Mrs. S. P. Wang joined our staff as a Secrotary giving half time to the Homes Con- 
mittee and half time to the Women's Work Department. Thanks to the cooperation of 
CLS, Mr. Leonard Tomkinson has been giving part-time service as the Secretary of 
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the new Commission on the Church and Human Welfare. Miss Ruth Mather gavo special 

secretarial help for some months before ceparting for Szechuan. Mr. “u Loi has ro- 

turned to the NCCRE, as revortec above. The Rev. Georgo King gave much anprociated 
help for several months as Hanager of the Missions Builcing; he was succeecec by the 
Rov. Wallace Merwin, who has also been kindly acting as Financial Secretary since tic 
return to England of lirs. J. Tomkinson, who hac rondorec a year's invaluablo sorvic- 
es in that capacity. We are very grateful to the B. M. S. for their loen of the 
services of Mr. R. H. P. Dart, who will take over fron lir. Merwin once he is able to 
get here from Hongkong. Reference has already been mace to the nuch rogretted ce- 
parture of Dr. S- Flowers and E* Silver. 


9) Looking “orward. Two wecks have now passed since this letter was begun--tuo of 
the most eventful weeks in Shanghai's history. The smoothness with which the turn- 
over to a new regime has taken place has been literally amazing. At the present 
stage, one has nothing but admiration for all that the new authoritics are coing. 
One of their chief, immediate problems is, of course, that of inflation. It is to 
be fear ed that most of the churchcs scattcrcd through the country are hardly able 
as yet to take a positive attitude tov.crds toc racical changes now being accomplish- 
ed, but it is very evicent that top leadership in the Church is taking < vory dis- 
cerning attitude, which is both inde »encent and creative. Present indications are 
that now authorities are very sensitive to all that pertains to Vhinese national cig- 
nity, and that for this roason they are in no hurry to seek foreign recognition until 
other countries are prevarec to extend this on really equal terms. On the other 
hand, providec this equality is recognized, they way naturally be expected to wel- 
come foreign trede. In spite of the rapidity with which their conquests Lave been 
made, it is evident that many long-range and clear policies for both internal and in- 
~ ternational affairs have already been tiought out, but also that many of the more 
- specific issues await clarification from experience. The Chinese Sommunist is a 
thoroughgoing Marxist, and proud of his orthodox adherence to the pure party line. 
He is also clear that he is unequivocally on Russia's side in the oresent world strug- 
gic, and Tito has been officially repudiated in China. Yet the new regime seoms in 
a mood to learn, as well as to teach. It does not seem to be in any procipitate 
hurry for change, but definitely intends that whatever changes are wade shall be in 
the interests of the common oceople. A general line of approach to general policy 
seems to be, Wuy give a small minority an ex cnsive university cducation while the 
| common masses do not even enjoy primary education; “hy texc long years to train a 
comparatively small number of exvert doctors when on six months' training myriads of 
doctors" could do about as much for the good of the neglected peasants as an expert 
could do without equipment in the vast rural areas which heave no hosvital? 
Or course this does not mean that the necessity of the expert to devise and supervise 
- general policy is overlooked, but rather that "good" is defined in terns of what is 
| literally the "common good." It must slvays be remembered that the present dynamic 
liberation movement in China is far vaster in extent tiian the relatively small number 
of convinceé Communists who supply its political drive and top leadership, and who 
are recognized as alone able offectively to head up the revolution actually in prog- 
ress. It is a great srivilege to be working within the Christian Church in China to- 
dey. There can be few more stinulating onvironments or more challenging duties. 
We rely upon your understanding support. Let me conclude with the reminder that, 
long though it is, this is a personal letter, and in no sense an official document. 


Sincerely yours, 
7. /s/ Victor E. W. Hayward 


/ 
VEWH /ksw 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. China-61 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


: Far Eestern Joint Office - for 
CHINA COMMITTEE  beckground material only.) July 15, 1949 
First Impressions of the Communist Rule 


In one of his recent writings Meo Tse-tung says that education should be con- 
ducted in a democratic spirit, with the scientific method end for the benefit of the 
mass. Of these three fundamentels, the last one is undoubtedly the most importznt. 
Continually one hears the word "people" strongly emphasized. On the first night when 
the Communist soldiers came into our school, our stuients esked their permission to 
give them e welcome meeting. The Communist officer said that it was rether late at 
night and he had work to finish. But he welcomed the idea of a meeting on the follow- 
ing day adding, with « huge smile, "it should be a people's meeting." In reference 
to the attitude of missionary teachers in a certain college, the Communist officer 
stated that the most importent point was to test if the purpose of these teachers was 
to help the mass. 


Favorable reports continue to be received concerning the good discipline of 
most of the Communist soldiers. When a Communist wis asked the reeson for this good 
discipline, he replied that it wes because they subjected themselves to self-criticisr 
Generally this seems to be the case, as I have heard one or two instences where the 

_ soldiers have discussed among themselves concerning some small ection such as buying 
expensive cigarettes. 


> © Amongst educetors there is « prevailing fecling that the new government for the 
whole country mey not be set up until September or October. Hence national policies 
for educetion may not be completely worked out before then. Concerning the group who 
have taken charge in Shenghai, educators feel that they may be reasonable and open to 
suggestions, insofar as these do not conflict with the fundemental objectives of the 
Chinese Communists. It is understood thet due to lack of money, personnel, etc., 
they could scarcely establish sufficient schools for the populace in a short time, and 
so private schools may be permitted to operate for e few years. If, therefore, the 
Christian privete schools can do good work during these years so as to win the favor 
and approvel of the general public, there might be hope that this would influence the 
Communists to let these schools continue. 


One other tendency should certainly be mentioned in any early report of the new 

regime. This tendency is evidenced in their attitude towerds the foreign consulates. 
A story was told thet a foreigner hed been caught in Chinkicng when thet city fell. 
The foreign consulate in Nenking approcched Communist authorities there csking thet L 
this men might be released. The officials betrayed no interest in the case, but the . 
iocel Communist soldiers in Chinkiang, the following day, sent the foreigner beck to | 
Nenking. The Communists feel thet it is not up to them to make eny early moves to win 
tne recognition of foreign nations. They expect rather, the other nations will make 
the first epproaches to them. The Communists scem much more concerned about their own 
country and less concerned about foreign countries than the Nationalists were. In line 

with this ettitude, it is only natural that they stress greater use of the Chinese lan- 
swage Whilst not prohibiting English; e.g., letters inside China should beer the ad- 
aress in Chinese rather than in English. Clearly this is a proper step to take. 


One Chinese friend who hed previous experience of the Communists in the north | 
come time ago, declered that he felt the attitude of the higher Communist officials 
towards Christien work and towards foreigners was now somewhat different to what it 
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was formerly. There is no doubt whatsoever that the Communists live very simply. 
They are not wanting people to give them great feasts. Agtin we find here such a 
remarkable contrast between them and their predecessors. This attitude is adopted 
very sincerely, and so people who are dealing with the new cuthorities come to believe 
thet greeter honesty will tend to prevail then we witnessed formerly. Many people 
are now seeking to read the writings of Mao Tse-tung and other leading Communists, so 
as to begin to understand their basic philosophy. Some mistakes may be mde due to 
lack of experience or knowledge, but there ere signs that some leaders realize the 
difficulties that lie ahead. It wes encouraging to note that immediately efter the 
liberation of Shenghei, the authorities announced that they had already prepered sup- 
plies of coal and rice to be sent into Shanghai from the north. 


Reports coming from different parts of China may give a slightly veried picture 
of the overell situation. But at present the preveiling tendencies ere certeinly no | 
worse than we had expected. The new euthorities have so many large problems on their 
hands that they mey go slow on imposing too rigid restrictions end regulations on 
Christian work, specially on Christian schools. Some encouraging reports that have 
come to hand so fnr indicate that even as regards the knotty problem of finance, the 
new officials may continue to allow some financial support from cbroad end may not 
restrict fees or seleries too greatly. Of course, in « few places, the local offi- 
cials may press more severely. Whilst changes in the educational system mey be made 
gradually, definitely we have to be always on our guerd. It is too early yet to be 
completely optimistic, but truthfully, it can be said that there is no ground for 
great pessimism. Probably the min difficulty of the Christian schools in the future 
is likely to be one that hes been foreseen for meny years; i.e.,‘ religious activities 
may have to be conducted outside of school hours end off the cempus. If there should 
continue to be freedom to believe as well as freedom to disbelieve, our educators 
must try to use new methods es well es some old ones to present the message of Christ 
in a form so as to win the allegiance of the students in our schools. 

/s/ John S. Berr 
Acting General Secretary 
Shanghai Chine Christian Educational Assoc. 
6 June 1949 


P. S. As the new authorities ere trying so hard to work for the benefit of all the 
people, many of them seem quite open-minded. Realizing clearly the immense 
difficulties they face, they are being slow and careful in meking decisions, 
especially as they do not wish to make mistakes. I wish to add one comment 
to what I have written ebove which is that it is abundantly clear the Conm- 
munists are very Chinese-minded. It hes always to be remembered that they 

heave hed a very long end hurd struggle during the past 25 years. As they 
heve trod this herd way, it is not suprising thet oftentimes they ere almost 
revolutionary in their nationelism. Thoy may be slow to change some of their 
current views regarding internal effuirs and international effeirs. All in 
all, the two mein impressions left in one's mind at present are that (1) they 
are Chinese-minded, (2) they are still in the stage of making their policies, 
and so there certainly remains the possibility thet they may meke changes. 


¢ Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
Chine Committee 


| 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE AD INTERIM COMMITTEE OF THE N.C.C. 
-3 p.em., June 28, 1949 


PRESENT Mr. J. S. Chuan, Miss Margaret A. Frame, Miss Bessie Hollows, 
Dr. T. Y. Hu, Mr. S. K. Ing, Dr. R. Y Lo, Dr. J. Usang Ly, 
Dr. Ralph Mortensen, Rev. Frank Short, Rev. H. }!). Spillet, 
Rt. Rev. Y. Y. Tsu, Dr. H. H. Tsui, Dr. Y. C. Tu, Mrs. H.S. Young, 
Bishop Ralph A. Ward and Dr. Y. T. lu of the Committee. 
George K. T. Wu, Mr. w. C, Chang, Rev. Henry D. Jones, 
Mr. Y. Y. Lin, Mir. K. Y. Ma, Dr. C. §. Miao, Rev. Plumer Mills, 
Mr. C. S. Wang, Mrs. S. P. Vang, and Victor Hayward of the staff. 
Dr. Frank Price, Dr. A. Roy and Mr. Wan Shou-jung were also 
present as visitors. 


Bishop Ralph A. Ward was elected to the Chair for the mecting and Mrs. S. P. 
Wang led in opening prayer. 


MINUTES OF The Minutes of the last meeting were approved as circulated. 
LAST MEETING 
13-66 
REPORT The General Secretary reported that CCEA had been arranging special 
. 13-67 classes on Productive Education, two to be held in Soochow, and two 
—. in Shanghai; they were also planning to hold an Enlarged Meeting of 


the Council on Christian Secondary Education in Peiping at the end of July or early 

in August; a similar meeting for Christian Higher Education would also probably be 

held in Peiping some time in the summer. The Committee on Christian Service in 

Industrial Relations had arranged opporturnities for theological students to 

acquaint themselves with labour conditions and labour problems through actual ex- 

perience in factory work; to date 18 students had registered for this project. 10,000 

copies of a special Bulletin on "The Church and the World Economic Crisis" had been 

printed for distribution among the Churches. CCMW had published 2 book for nurses 

on Elementary Hygiene. Letters had been received from the Rev. P. H. iiang, Dr. T. C. 

Chao, and Bishop Z. T. Kaung of Peiping. The American Advisory Committee had donated 

a set of pamphlets on home and family life and other subjects. A Study Group pro- 

ject had been organized among the staff, so that they micht better acquaint them- 
selves with the aims and policies of the new Government. 


ADDRESS BY © The Chairman expressed the Committee's welcome back to Dr. Y. 7. Miu, | 
DR. Y.T. WU who had recently returned from Peiping, and invited him to address ; 
13-68 the meeting. Dr. Wu started by outlining his various movements since 


leaving Shanghai last December, and explained that his visit to 
Peiping for consultation with Communist leaders and his subsequent participation in 
activities of the new United Front had been at the express invitation and request of 
the authorities of the new regime. He declared that he had found the attitude of 
these authorities towards the Christian movement in Chine to be very cordial and 
sincere; they themselves felt handicapped by lack of adequate information regarding 
the Christian Church, and therefore took the initiative in seeking help from himself 
and others. He explained that the reasons why religious freedom was being reiterated } 
by Communist authorities as a genuinely permanent principle of the new regime, and | 
not a temporary political expedient, in spite of their know rejection of religion, 
were that they recognized Christianity as o real social force, and desired to win its ee 
cooperation in the new United Front, while on the other hand they believed that | | 
oppression of religion would be a mistake. This latter attitude is readily under- | | 


— 
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standable, since, in the view of a Marxist, religion being the product of an un- 
healthy social system will in course of time die e natural death, when the need for 
it no longer exists. He then stated that in general all of the various types of 
difficulties and even reported cases of persecution which the Church in China had 
experienced under the Communists were indeed facts, but that they were not in accord 
with the intention of top-ranking leaders; he listed the various rensons for such 
divergencies frcm\- policy in the acts of local authorities, and reported that he had 
been requested to submit detailed information of serious difficulties or incidents 
of oppression, so that the top authorities could deal with them. Tho Rev. P. h, 

Wang in Peiping was now engaged on collating such data for him, and similar informa- 
tion would be welcomed by Dr. Wu himself here. It was intended to submit a formal 
letter to the proper authorities at the time of the new P.P.C. mecting. Dr. Wu 

spoke of the liaison work done by himself and by Mr. T. 4b. Shen and Miss Cora Deng, 
all of whom were invited to participate in the work of the Preparatory Committee for 
the forthcoming new P.P.C.,; they themselves and two or three other Protestant 
Christian leaders would be invited to the P.P.C., through which the new Coalition 
Government was to be formed. He spoke of his meetings and retreats with Christian 
leaders, as well as of conferences with United Front authorities, and of the work he 
was doing as a representative on vwarious Government commissions. He declared that, 
while certain dead branches of the Church in China would be cut off and various hot- 
house products wither, the Church itself would move with increasing rapidity along 
the paths of independence, self-support and self-propagation. Its difficulties 
under the new regime would diminish as time went on, and as it learned to attune 
itself to new conditions and responded to new challenges by way of genuine Christian 
love and self-sacrifice in action. Eventually radical changes would be necessitated 
in medical and educational progroms. Dr. Wu then indicated various things which 
the Church should now engage in doing, among them boing widespread visitation of the 
Churches as travel conditions permit, the holding of regional retreats for re-orienta- 
tion, and the preparation of the kind of Christian literature now required. He 
Suggested that the NCC itself should consider questions of reorganization, since new 
authorities would give legal recognition only to organizations regarded as completely 
Chinese in nature; he expressed the hope that some positive statement would be pre- 
pared, coming out of the heart of Christian Faith, and proclaiming its stand in 
relation to the new regime. Dr. \Ju concluded by urging that serious attention should 
once again be given to the question of starting a Christian daily newspaper. The 
Chairman warmly thanked Dr. Wu for his illuminating address. 


NEXT EXECUTIVE It was resolved to request the staff to plan o meeting of the full 


COMMITTEE Executive Committee in the latter half of September. 
MEETING 
13-69 
NEW MEMBERS OF On the recommendation of the Board of Managers of the Missions 
BOARD OF MANAGERS Building, it was resolved to invite the following persons to 
OF MISSIONS fill the existing vacancies on the Boards Class of 1950 - 
BUILDING Mr. T. S. Lowe, Rev. R. A. Torrey,Jr.; Class of 1951 - Miss 
13-70 Marian Bih; Class of 1952 - Miss Kyung Paec—tsung, Rev. Wallace 
C. Merwin (to take effect when the new Buildings Manager 
arrives). 
APPRECIATION OF The General Secretary reported that Mr. K. Y. Ma would be 
SERVICES OF retiring from active service next August, having then 
MR. K. Y. MA completed three years service with tue NCC. It was resolved 
13-71 | to place on record the Committee's nigh appreciation of Mr. 


Ma's Christian character and loyal. service, both as Administra- 
tive Secretary for the NCC, and during his long years of activity in various 
capacities for the Christian Cause in China. It was VOTED to give Mr. Ma three 
months’ additional salary on his retirement. 
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It was unanimously resolved to accept the following resolution 
jointly drafted, by request, by Dr. K. C. \iong and Dr. T. 
Outerbridge: "That we record with deep regret the death of 
Dr. Bernard E. Read on June 13th, 1949; together with warm 
apprecietion of his constant active interest in and valuable 
contributions toward the development of Christian medical work 
in China. We recall with particular pleasure and appreciation 
his long helpful association with this Council through the 
Commission on Medical Work; and join with thousands of fricnds 
in China and abroad in expressing to Mrs. Read and Robert at 
this time heartfelt sympathy touched with joy that he is now 
freed from suffering and has entered into his reward." 


The meeting was adjourned at 4.50 p.m., with prayer by Dr. J. Usang Ly. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Victor E. W. Hayward 
Minute Secretary 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 


MEMORIAL 

RESOLUTION 

REGARDING THE 

LATE DR. BERNARD 

READ 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND RELATED QUESTIONS 


IN PRESENT-D.Y CHINA - Y. T. W 


The following is 2 rofigh draft of the report given by Dr. Y. T. ifu to the 
N.C.C. on June 28, 1949 at Shanghai. (A summary of this speech was given in 
B No. ‘ 

has been for thirty years a well-known Chinese Christiun leader 
in student religious work, in the Christian literature field as author, translator, 
nnd editor of the Omnibook and Tien Feng, 2s head of the United Christian Publishers 
and more recently of the Y.M.C.A. Press. 

In the beginning of his uddress to the N.C.C. he explained that his "visit to 
Peking for consultation with Communist leaders and subsequent participating in the 
activities of the new United Front had been at the express invitation and request of 
the authorities of the new regime." 

This optimistic report is based on conferences held in Peking with Communist 
leaders and others on questions of religious liberty and the place and progrem of the 


Christian Church in the present situction. Coming from « man with Dr. Wu's back- 
ground, character and ability this report is of significance. 


Rowland Cross, Secretary 
China Committee 


There is a sincere and honest desire at the top to maintain religious freedom, 
_for at least two reasons: 
; (1) A wish to secure the cooperation of and maintain a united front 

with any organization in China thot exerts a genuine social influence. 

They are interested, not in what Christians believe, but in what their 

numbers are, and the extent of their influence. If Protestant Christian- 

ity is not a reactionary or counter-revolutionary movement, and proves 

to be a living force, it will not be disturbed, and the new government 

will come to some terms with it. ; 


(2) A bolief that religions arise from unhealthy socisl conditions 
in which people are unable to get whet they want and need through 
normal channels. Suppression, according to this analysis, would only 
increase the unhealthy growth. It is better to leave religions alone, 
in so far as they are not a direct challenge to the governing power, 
and concentrate on changing the unhealthy social conditions which pro- 


duce them. When this is done, they will in time die of their ow 
accord. 


Explanations given for the fact that locally the above policy is often not 
observed: | 
(1) Divergence in application of policy on the part of local 
Seaders, who, knowing that Communism is officially critical of cll 
religions, and, finding in rural cress many superstitious, primitive 
pr harmful sects, tend to lump cll religious manifestations together. 


in (2) Historic reasons...the connection of church bodies in China 
( with imperialisn, with the reactionary Kuomintang regime, etc. 


(3) Special war-time conditions necessitating the taking over of 
buildings, hospitals, etc., for temporary use. 
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(4) The non-use or partial use on the part of religious bodies 
of many of their facilities, involving needless social waste. 


ar Mr. Wu's recommendations to Christians: 
(1) Contact witli those in the new regime. 


(2) The presentation of facts, where they are verifiable and 
accurate, of ony non-observence of policy with respect to religious 
institutions. 


(3) The influencing of future policy through religious repre- 
sentatives in the new P.C.C. 


(4) Meetings and retreats for the study of the new situation 
and its ideological materials. 


(5) A two-way interpretation of facts...to the church member- 
ship as well as to the new political regime. In this interpreta- 
tion...the use of a telescope for a long view, before a microscope 
is applied to details and mistakes in local application. 


On the new North Chine Higher Education Commission, T. L. Shen is a momber, 
and Y. T. Wu has membership on the section dealing with privete Universities. IY. T. 
Wu is on the preparatory committee for the P,C.c., not as a Christian, but as a non- 
political represent-tive. Later, seven representatives of religious bodies will be 
appointed, probably not including Roman Catholics and Moslems. (Moslems are treated 
as a minority race, and would so be represented), The P.©.c. may be constituted by 
_.. October 10th or soon thereafter. 


Suggestions with regard to tne future: 


(1) A great challenge to the Clurch is involved. Dead branches 
will be cut off, and hothouse growth will wither, but the genuine 
Christian movement with life, will live on. 


(2) Oppression and discrimination will gradually diminish, as 
understanding grows. 


(3) Independence, self-support and self-government will pro~ 
ceed apace in the Chinese Church, 


(4) The Christian gospel will face - serious testing, in which 
acticus will count heavily. 


(5) There will be many new opportunities for Christian service 
and productive activities. 


(6) Hospitals will be needed, but the question may be raised as 
to whether or not they should remain Christian. Schools will face 
increasing difficulties. For the time being there will be little 
interference, but ultimately they will be considered a government 
responsibility. Seminary and religious courses may be given as 

cy electives, but not required. Independent Seminaries will probably 

= not be touched, but none will be allowed to continue as parts of 
a University. Missionaries will be under suspicion for some time, 
and certainly should not occupy any dominating positions. Any 
foreigners who prove to be here to genubnely help the Chinese 
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people will eeded and welcomed; others, business men, etc., 
may be needed Dut will not be particulurly welcomed. Financial 
support from abroad for institutions in Chine will presumably be 
welcome; at least, no official contrary statement has cppeared. 


Recommendations for immediate action: 


(1) A reliable investigation of the actual condition of the 
Christian movement in China. 


(2) Immediate visitation, wherever possible, to scattered 
Christian groups. 


(3) The reorganization of the Nationel Christian Council. 
No legal recognition can be secured for any body having non- 
Chinese members on its governing council, and, even if recogni- 
tion is not sought, there may be a noticeable sentiment against 
such bodies. 


(4) Regional retreats for consultation. 

(5) The production of literature with a new orientation. 

(6) The preparation of a statement of the Church's attitude 
toward the new situction; not a superficial statement stating the 


least that could be agreed upon, but, a clear one from the heart of 
the Christian faith. 


(7) Consideration of the pousibility of starting 2. Christian 
daily newspaper. 


AA 
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cee ¢ CHRISTIAN EMERGENCY 


Report of Special Meeting held on July 4, 1949 


| This special meeting was held, through the courtesy of Mr. K. Z. Loh, in the 
Pa Hsien Ch'iao Y¥.M.C.A. Proceedings commenced at 2 p.m. and concluded at 8.20 p.m. 
Dr. ¥. C. Tu, Chairman of the Council, presided over the meeting, which was cttended 
by 25 members of the Council and 25 specially invited friends. The guest-speakers 
were Dr. Y. T. Wa, Mr. T. L. Shen and Miss Cora Deng, in whose honour an evening 


“meal was taken together at 6.15 p.m. 


After informel shartng of news for a quarter of an hour, the Chairman formally 
opened the meeting, calling upon Bishop T. K. Shen to lead in prayer, and himself 
welcoming the speakers. 


The three speakers addressed the meeting one after the other, and after 15 
minutes recess there followed free discussion from 4.20 to 6.05 p.m. A resume of 
tne three speeches, in the order in which they were given, appears below, followed 
by a brief report of important points brought out in the subsequent discussion. 


Dr. Y. T, Wu 


, The new regime under which we are now living is really new, and m mere change 
of dynasty. For the first time in China's history, the rulers are now the people. 
(Although this rule of the people cannot as yet be fully implemented, it is already 
. a fact by intention, and will become completely actualized in course of time). We 

ie € —have-indeed great cause for rejoicing. We must, however, rerlize that so radical a 
revolution cannot but be hampered for some time to come by legacies from the past, cn 
account of which progress will often inevitably be slow. This revolution has been 
accomplished chiefly through the Communist Party. Yet we are not to think that we 
are already entering upon Communism, or even the Socialism which, according to 
Marxist theory, must precede it; we cre at a still earlier stage - one to which the 
name of "New Democracy" has been given. This New Democracy differs from the 'democ- 
racy’ of the old bourgeoisie, under which the common people had nominal political 
equality, tut were actually under capitalistic domination, and were not free economi- 
cally. China is as yet materially unprepared to embark upon the coming socialistic 
stage. Thus, under the New Democracy, small-scale capitalism and private enterprise 
will be encouraged, although large industries will be nationalized. The land reform 
which is to enable the tillers themselves to own the land which they work has not yet 
been carried through in many of the newly liberated areas, lest the revolution should 
move too quickly. Whereas in Russia social revolution has been advanced through the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, in China many other classes besides the industrial 
workers are being called upon to further the common purpose of bringing China out of 
her present semi-feudalistic and semi-colonial status. The New Democracy means not a 
dictatorship, but a United Front. This common platform will be formulated and in- 
plemented by the New Political Consultative Conference, through which a Coalition 
Government is to be formed this autum. While comprising many different parties, the 
Coalition Government will naturally be led by the Commmnist Party. The attitude of 
the new Government towards Christianity will therefore be determined by that of the 
Communists, whose avowed policy is that of religious freedom. This policy is not to 
be regarded as a temporary political expedient, but as a gemuine and permanent 

ie _principle. On the one hand, the Communist Party recognizes Protestant Christianity 
as a real social force, capable of cooperating in the new United Front, and there- 
fore desires to win such cooperation. On the other hand, since in the view of 
Marxists religicn is the product of on unhealthy social system and will in course of 
time die a natural death when the need for it no longer exists, the Communist Party 
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regards oppression of religion as such as 2 mistaken policy. The difficulties and 

even certain cases of persecution actually eynerienced by the Church in China have 
~ not been in accord with the intention aoftcp-wanking leaders, but have been diver- 
gencies from policy made by locel cuthorities tor various not unintelligible 


reasons. 
Miss Cora Deng (Secretary in charge of industrial work of Y.W.C.A. for many years) 


Women have a very important place in the New Era, a place which has been earned 
through their activo participating in the revolution itself. Thus the women of 
North China, formerly incapacitated from such active work by their bound feet, have 
for some time been doing most of the farm labour, while their Immsbands and sons have 
gone to fight at the front. Even in the army itself they have rendered various forms 
of invaluable non-combatant service. The intellectual classes of women have also 
been doing their part, and standing on the side of the proletariat. A women 
engineer, working on vital dyke-repairinz, said, "One can be useful only when one is 
with the people." Miss Deng further illustrated her point by the stories of other 
women in important industrial positions. In the liberated areas, women do not live 
on the merits of their msbands, but acquire their ow status in the Community. 
They are one of the important groups in the New Democracy, and a Federation of 
Democratic Women in China has already been orgrznized. Women will play an important 
pert in the forthcoming P.C.C. Although thus participating in production work and 
public affairs, women in the new socicty will continue to care for their home re- 
sponsibilities. Although home duties will not take priority over other social 
duties, home life is to be preserved. Under the new marriage laws, much greater 
stress is laid than hitherto on women's rights. Monogamy is the system recognized, 
with both partics in marriage being responsible for the homes; divorce will not be 
easy. In the new society, women are not concerned to struggle for equal rightr rith 
men, but to make their own particular contribution to the social revolution. 


Mr. T. L. Shon (Principcl of the Medhurst Middle School for Boys (L.M.S.) 


Mr. Shen spoke of the favourable conditions obtaining in liberated areas. The 
period of military control usually lasts about three months. There are many differ- 
ences of conditions in various areas, including differences in the treatment of 
foreigners. The remarkable speed made in military progress naturally cannot be 
matched by even the highest possible rate of progress in economic and social life; 
understanding and patience are therefore called for. The four classes which will 
unite under the New Domocracy are the proletariat, the farmers, the petty bourgeoicie 
(intelligentzin, small shop owners, etc.), and national capitalists (who work for 
the good of the naticn “-as a whole, in contradistinction to compradore and bureau- 
cratic capitalists,. Communists have clear idees about the various religions in 
China. They regard Moslems as essentially o2 racial minority, Taoists as supersti- 
tious religionists who may be ignored, end Roman Catholics as reactionaries taking 
their orders from the Vatican. The Buddhists are regarded as relatively unorganized; 
they are therefore paying chief attention to. Protestant Christians, for whom they 
have a real respect as being more liberal and capable of cooperation in the patterne 
of New Democracy. Thus at the forthcoming new P.C.C., it is probable that of the 
seven seats to be allocated to religious groups, two will be given to Buddhists and 
five to Protestant Christians. In the field of education, the first steps being 
taken are to restore normal conditions. Far-reaching experiments are being made in 
North China, where various special Colleges have alrendy been set up, inciuding a 
People's Revolutionary University, and North China University, where among the 

wm 10,000 students enrolled are many College professcrs, who are taking post-graduate 
“@ Studies. Military control over education has already ceased in North China, 
where a Commission for Higher Education has already been set up. A Commission is 
also already functioning to provide newtext—books for secondary and primary schools, 
which are to be ready this summer, and will be first used experimentally in North 
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Chiria. It is noteworthy that students who were eating rice but complaining about 
their food before liberation are now eating only millet, and yet are happy! The 

« New Democracy Youth Corps is to be the centre of students’ political activities, 

~ and no other political groups will be permitted to function in schools and colleges. 

Since the Communist Party itself will be recruited from this Youth Corps, care will 
be taken in enlisting members, students with poor records as regards either studies 
or discipline not being admitted. In North China, the membership of the Communist 
Party is now being made public, which means that students now known to be in the 
Party or in the Youth Corps will be extra careful that their conduct reflects 
credit on these organizations. No interference need be anticipated with religious 
instruction or worship services in schools, so long as these are not compulsory. 
Most troubles actually experienced by schools during the period of liberation were 
due to the reactionary records of their authorities. In other cases, difficulties 
which arose over the collection of fees have now been rectified. In has been es- 
tablished that schools may determine their own rate of fees, but also that they must 
provide a satisfactory percentege of good scholarships for really poor students. As 
regards foreign support, there has been no indication that this may not continue, 
provided the schools are not under foreign control. Universities and Colleges are 
to be governed by the Committee system. Secondary and primary schools will continue 
to be controlled by their Principals, who will, however, be assisted by School 
Councils, on which teachers will be in a majority, though there will also be student 
representation (in some cases school servants will also have their representatives, 
but these will function only in dealing with staff welfare matters). Yenching Uni- 
versity has a fine reputation and status with the new authoritics, as a result of 
which the People's Government has given them very considerable help and encourage- 
ment. There is here an example of the way in which Christian educational institu- 


tions can cooperate with the new regine. 


Discussion 


The following points were brought out in replies by Dr. Wu or Mr. Shen to 
questions asked: | 

It is not yet clear whether missionaries can remain on the Boards of Christian 
schools, if recognition is desired; they certainly can continue to serve as staff 
mombers. 

The Government will be unable to give legal recognition to any organization as 
a “People's Organization" in China if any non-Chinese members remain on its con- 
trolling Board or Committee. This applies to nationally organized Churches or 
Christian organizations, as well as to others. | 

The question was asked whether it would be possible for new nissionaries 
already assigned to China to sail to this country during the coming summer. Dr, Wu 
offered to take up this question with the United Front authorities in Shanghai, as 

had already done in Peiping. He also promised to set up liaison facilities be- 
tween Church organizations and United Front authorities in Shanghai. 

Schools in North China which heve continued to function without any break 
have not been required to register again. 

Although the three major parties which will be joining with the Communist 
Party in setting up a Coalition Government will each have their own particular 
emphases, they will not have separate political platforms. but will all unite in a 
common New Democratic Front. re 

No definite time-table, for the industrialisation’of China and the period of 
New Democracy has been set, Dr. Wu offered a guess of 15 years for the period of New 
Democracy, and 30 years for the subsequent stage of Socialisn. 

& It is probable that Chinese participating in ecumenical gatherings abroad will 
be permitted after foreign recognition of the future Coalition Government. 

The present treatment meted to foreigners by the new regime must be understood 
against its historical background. The present temporary policy is a comparative 
ignoring of all forcigners without distinction. At a later stage more favourable 
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treatment will be given to those who are trusted as being cooperative with the new 
regime. 


The Communist Party not only practises constant and thoroughgoing self-criticism; 
it will also gladly accept any criticism from those it recognizes as being truly 
friendly in intent. In this sense, there will be toleration of divergent political 
opinions under the New Democracy, provided they are non-reactionary. Free election 
will also be permitted, though not in the Western bi-partisan sense. 


In later discussion, Dr. Wu expressed the opinion that, since Communism is prac- 
tising what Christianity merely professes, Christians have no right to stress the 
points on which they differ from Communists, until they are similarly practising thdr 
beliefs. Bishop Houghton pointed out a fundamental difference in thet when « Chris- 
tian hates his enemy, he knows he is doing wrong, wherees when a Communist does so, 
he believes he is doing right. Bishop Tsu said that the fact thet Christians have e 
point of reference beyondtheir own group, from which to judge themselves, makes a 
vital difference between them and the Comnunists. 


After the evening mesl, in which forty-two persons perticipeted, Dr. Wu gave ea 
talk on his visit to the Peace Conference in rrague, and to Moscow, expressing in the 
strongest terms the inspiration end encouragement he experienced at both places. 
After his address, Dr. Wu replicd to severel further questions. 


The Chairman concluded proceedings with the reminder thet all truth, whether in 
Christianity or in Communism, will eventually manifest itself as truth, no metter how 
much it may be opposed, end with the warning thet the most serious challenge for 
Christianity in China ct present erises from the fact thet es yet the Christian Church 


here is so little indigenous in nature. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Victor E. Hayward 
Recording Secretury 


Rowlend M. Cross 
Secretiry 
Chins Committee 
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A new government has come into power in Chine. Although China has experienced i 
many political changes in the past forty years, the present change may turn out to 
be the greatest of all. The new authorities have sincere convictions regarding the © 
philosophy of life which they hope to impose upon the Chinese people. This new 
democracy is meant to cover the most fundementel phases of human life, and so revolu- 

‘tionary chenges are in progress. Though some of the ideas may have come from the 
Soviet theories, much of the practice has come from the work of the pest twenty years 
in the rurel districts of China. It has been well said that the present lecders care 
very Chinese-minded. They are going all out to work on behalf of the masses. They 
desire to work in a democratic way and with a scientific spirit. 


Ageinst this beckground, in the educational field, we see that there is a 
great emphasis on mass education. The second emphasis is on scientific education, 
and the third emphasis is on a political education which will get rid of old reac- 
tionary ideas and implant the theories of this new democracy. At present, the new 
authorities may not have sufficient resources to open enough government schools for 
the education of all the boys and girls of China. For the next few years therefore, 
it is probeble thet the assistance of the private schools, including the Christian 
schools, will be welcomed so long as these schools conduct themselves in a way that 
is not entegonistic to the new policies. If the Christian schools in the next few 
yeers can turn out graduates who have high scholarship, good skills and e spirit of 

#4 --nonest, unselfish service to their fellowmen, the general public may support the 
aes sleim of the Christian private schools that there ought to be e place for them in 
the future educetional setup in this country. "Good skills" are most essential, és 
formerly too much learning was confined to book-learning. The Chinese student in 
future should heve more useful knowledge and ability in using his hinds to do prac- 
tical work. 


In considering the policies of Christian schools, it should be made clear that 
principals end teachers must be fully cognizant of the fect that they are living in a 
new socicty. Christian schools heve to make some changes in their progrem. Perhaps 
as regards such matters as curriculum, textbooks, fees, salaries, etc., the Christian 
schools mey follow pretty closely the new policics. However, it is of percmount in- 
portance that the Christien educators should think out what specizl contributions 
they heave to offer, as they must not be content with playing merely 4 passive role. 

If the steff of each end every Christian school will do some herd thinking in the com 
ing vecation, the results should be shared with other schools, so thet as e group, 
these schools will show they «ere progressive-minded. 


The first contribution that should be offered by the Christian school is its 
concern for the individuel. The strong point of Christian doctrine is the emphasis 
on the velue of the individual . In the Communist presentation of democracy, the 
emphasis is on the mess. Surely ell Christians know thet Jesus taught us thet the 
individual person has a value of his own, be he rich or poor, be he a sinner or a 
good person. Given a good environment =.nd a loving up-bringing, many a seemingly 
ordinary individual is capable of rising to greet heights. Oftentimes in our modern 
society, an individusl feels that he is only a very small end almost insignificcnt 

ee (ort of something so big that he cannot influence it. Truc Christicnity and true 
democracy bring hope to the life of such a person. Although it is highly desirable 
to reise the stendard of living of the masses, it is to be hoped that educators may 
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still pay attention to the development of each individual personality end thet en- 
couragement will still be given to develop the innate capacities of people who my 
be artists, musicians, scholars, etc. Let us therefore, continue to preech the 
Fatherhood of God clong with the doctrine of the Srotherhood of Man. 


| The second contribution that should be offered is in the stmosphere of the 
Christian school. We use the method of love rether thin of force. In the modern 
world there is too much propagition of hetred. It is our responsibility to counter- 
ect this by increasing our tecching of the way of love. The Communists mey hceve love 
for the masses, but they ere not inclined to love their enemies. The Christien tries 
to overcome evil by good, end so wants to persuade his enemies to chenge their evil 
woys. Furthermore, it will ulways remain « strong point of Christianity that Chris- 
tiens seek to follow closely the example of Jesus in cering for the sick, the outcast, 
the weak and the old. Whatever political system there mzy be instituted in eny coun- 
try, there will still be people who are sick in body end in mind. Politicians tend 
to win the support of those who cre strong. Our Christian graduates should be teught 
to give relief, sacrificial service and unselfish love to the weak members of the 
community. A men in prison, in a leper home, or in e hospital may later become a good 
member of society, if he is surrounded with loving care when he happens to be in unfa 
tum.te circumstcnces. 


The third contribution that the Christicn school my offer is to provide good 
vocationel ond technical treining, so cs to turn out graduates who have prectical 
skills. Meny educators agree that educetion in Chine has been too bookish, cnd if 
the Christien schools are to show th: t they are alive to the needs of the times, 
these schools must push 4 progrem of vocetionzl training. Leck of equipment and lick 
_ of treined teachers mke it difficult to cerry out this cim. Also students are lozth 
“to enter vocations] schools, as they fecr they may not be able to get suitable empio- 


3 —~ment after they graduate. Jesus Christ worked as a boy in « carpenter's shop. It is 


é Christian duty to trein oneself, so th.t one mey be cble to contribute something to 
the life of the community. All kinds of productive education, such as hendicrafts 
end the growing of vegetables and fruits should now occupy on essenticl pert of our 
school program. Principals need to urge seme teachers and students to go for trein- 
ing, so thet they my teach their fellows end increecse the number of people who are 
fostering self-support. Some Christizn schools heve been receiving financial suppor. 
from abroad. We must help these schools to work up mecns of locael support, in case 
this foreign money is cut off, 


The fourth contribution which the Christien school cxun offer is in its inter- 
netionel aspect. Meny Christian schools hive one or more missionary terchers on the 
staff. In the case of the few Christian schools that do not have a forcign tezcher 
on the staff, usually there is some foreign friend who enters into the life of the 
school directly or indirectly. Christicns believe in pecce, «nd work for pesce and 

understanding cmongst all nations. Today we see that there is quite a strong trend 
towcrds world government or towards much closer internatiom.1 relationships. We not 
only have the United Nations in operation, but also we find thet scientists, doctors, 
businessmen, young people, etc., of the various countries are meeting in international 
conferences, cs they realize the greet values to be gained from a greater exchange of 
ideas. China has much to contribute to the family of nations, and it is hoped that 
China may be able to have those connections with foreign countries which will help in 
the gigantic tesk of reconstruction. Whatever be the political problems between 
national governments, Christians cxn continue to promote friendship between peoples 


peoples. 


The fifth contribution which the Christian school is in « good position to offer 
at present is in the field of discipline. At the present time, the new euthorities 
are very keen to ebolish the old proctor system which they consider to be somewhat 
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reactionary. In its place they sdvocate « system of self-criticism to be cerried 
out by the students in smell groups. In theory, this sounds good, but in practice, 

i it is quite difficult. It is only neturel thet in the first flush of victory end 

“™ dn the exciting etmosphere of « grest revolution, young people cre carried away by 
enthusiesm. The students feel thet they heve been un active part of the movement 
for < new democrucy. The students desire greetly to teke their shere in the exciting 
changes thet ere seen on all sides. The ectivities of the city student union are 
highly orgenized, and the students are really expected to spend time on political 
activities in their out-of-class hours. An interesting problem is thus cre: ted for 
the school teachers, as the new authorities are urging that students should work 
harder. Hence a student finds himself torn in two directions, th: t of spending more 
time on political propugenda «mongst the people, end that of devoting more time to 
his own studies. A good solution of this difficult problem is of the highest impor- 
tence. It would seem thet the Christizn schools may try to eset an eximple of dis-~ 
ciplined freedom. Freedom is « fine ideal. Christian doctrine tezches that complete 
liberty of the individucl to do as he likes, is not the highest form of freedom. The 
finest freedom is echieved when <n individual exercises his freedom in the service of 
some worthwhile cause. To lead students to cchieve a good self-control is an impor- 
tant duty for our Christian schools. 


Recent reports from various centers show that if a Christian school does set a 
high standard in various fields, its contribution in the treining of boys and girls 
is readily appreciated and approved by the people and by the new authorities. Remem- 
bering the past and present record of the Christian schools, it is hoped thet they <« 
can continue to offer a positive and worthwhile contribution to education in China. 

"But the Christian school can only do its true work, perhaps it can only 
survive, if it prove itself to have a peculiar virtue and the power of 

making a contribution to a country's best life so precious that it need 
— no defense beyond the evidence of its own achievement." (Lambeth Report, 1948) 


Shanghai 
July, 1949 John S. Barr 


In a letter to Dr. Slater, China Christian Universities Associction, London, 
Mr. Barr writes, under dete of August 16, 1949 -- 


"From our study of these probiems in recent months, the following three points seem 
worthy of attention. 


1. In regard to the boards of directors of the Christian schools, it is sug- 
gested thet the Chinese church should be the principal body to meke nominations for 
for part of the board. Included in this part, the Chinese church may appoint one or 
two missionaries. (The missionzries should not be eppointed directly by the mis- 


sionary society.) 


2. In severel cases recently, there hes been internzl trouble end not so mich 
external trouble. It is very important to build up a strong loyelty to the institu- 
tion. Hence it is suggested thet more old students should be on the school board, 

og? if at all possible, should be employed es members of the st<ff. 


3. Perhaps the problem which demands the greatest attention, is how the school 
can best serve the needs of its local community. Eech school ought to plcn out a 
well-rounded progrem, possibly in conjunction with the church, to offer better cul- 
tural and education:1 fecilities to its neighbors." R. M. Cross 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. Chine-66. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE September 16, 1949 


The Main Post Office, New York, gives the following information with regard 
to mail Bervice to China: 


Regular mail and printed matter are accepted for all parts of China. It will 
be delivered as boats are willing to rum the blockade. (It is reported that boats 
are carrying direct to Tientsin from Seettle.) 


Airmeil is received for the following provinces: 


Tsinghai (Kokonor) 


Szechuan 
Taiwan, (Formose parcel post 


(Airmeil does not go to Shenghei, Peiping, or Tientsin.) 


The Post Office estimates thet regulir mil will be delivered in about 
six weeks, and cirmeil, in five or six deys. 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretzry 
Chins. Committee 


DUM {AIL SERVI CHINA 
Fukien 
Hunan 
Kdengsu ) Kons 
Kiungsi 
Kwonghsi 
Kwengtung 
Kwenchow 
Ninghsia 
Yunnan 
| 
Sinkiang 
Sulyuen 
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Sa We are sending you these two articles by Mr. C. H. Lee, a Chinese 


Christian layman, to read and to share with your friends. Because 
of their thoughtful analysis of the present situation and of the 

decline in American influence they should stimulate earnest thought 
and discussion. Please do not publish either of the articles with- 


out permission. Frank W.Price 


WHY THE GOODWILL FAILED 


Among the Great Powers the United States has been the most considerate, the 
most helpful, the most sympathetic, and the most generous toward China as a state and 
toward the Chinese as a people. Until recently the Chinese have regarded the United 
States of America as the most democratic, the most productive, and the most promising 
country in the world. The American and Chinese republics have been very friendly 
while the American people have been very fond of the Chinese, and vis-versa. 


Politically, economically and socially, in the modern sense, the United 

States has been marching on far ahead of China. Logically it might be assumed that 
the American republic and the American people would have helped the Chinese republic 
and people in a most democratic, most productive and most promising program of pro- 
gress. However, strange as it seems, or even disappointing, no help was carried out 
to this effect. No constructive economic, political and social help was given, as 
expected. It will be generally .dmitted that there was goodwill in American dealings 
with China and the Chinese in almost every case. Might it also not be admitted that 
the-goodwiil was not effective enough in some convincing direction? 


Conviction implies a revolution of mind, a change of heart, a readjustment 
of attitude, the adoption of an ideal and constant exercise of the will to work, to 
learn and to be trained for the application of what is understood or believed. It 
implies the realization of something definitely good, beautiful and true. Goodwill, 
in the social sense, cannot be effective without some conviction on the part of the 
one who expresses the good will and on the part of the other who receives it. This 
should be considered in the criticism of American-Chinese relations. 


We may begin to review American-Chinese relations in the religious field, 
the year 1839. It was in that year, 110 years ago, that with some plan as well as 
Christian faith, hope and love, the American missionary enterprise began to operate 
in“Canton. The enterprise was intelligent enough to utilize the intelligence of the 
Chinese people in order that they might help themselves. Consequently, education and 
religion went along together as a Christian missionary effort. Later, medicine and 
relief work were added. To save the body, mind, and soul of every Chinese became the 
immediate objective of the American missionary movement. Of course, this was to en- 
able the Chinese to have a better and more abundant life, to bring about a brother- 
hood of man and entrance to the Kingdom of God. Throughout the missionary movement, 
however, there has never been a clearly defined theory, practice or experiment by and 
for Chinese Christians as to what a better and more abundant life, the brotherhood of 
man or the Kingdom of God would mean in China. To, by and for the Chinese the Chris- 
tian message was one of personal salvation. There was no clearly defined-sotie- 
personal preaching that one could be saved only in relation to the society in which 


~ he-Lawees—The result has been that the Christian convert in China might become a 


better parent or child but not a new man of the world us St. Paul exemplified, nor a. 
new citisen of his community. Without new citizens there can be no new China. 
Accordingly Christianity has % far failed. 


\ 
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It cannot be denied that through the Christian movement the standard of 


living not only of Christians but also of many non-Christians has been raised. 
Daany old evils have been eradicated or minimized, such as concubinage, foot~binding, 


fe) rstitions, inequalities of sex, narrow education, unscientific medicine, 
of family life, business inefficiency, industrial backwardness, 
and so on. On the other hand it must be admitted that there is as yet no clearly 
defined Christian standard of life, not to say demonstration of it, which a Chinese 
can intelligently observe and systeuwntically convey to others. In isolation a 
Chinese Christian may be at his best; but in « dynmaic, changing sociocty he may be 
only a zero in spite of his Christian convictions. his senso of judgment is not 
well trained and his ability to do what is right in various situations is not firm a 


and strong. 


From Canton the Christien movement spread northward along the coast and 
then to the interior. Then there was a multiplication of missionarics. _Denomina-— 
tions divided them. They differed in behavior and in devotion even to tue point of . 
conflictt> “Actually some missionaries drew Cluristians rather away from than toward 
the idea pf the brotherhood of man. Individuzlism was intensified ond selfishness 
somehow suggested. Furthermore, there wis no clear indication to enable the 
Chinese at large or the Manchu officials in p»rticular to understand why and how 
Catholics and Protestants differ in China cnd elsewhere. As a result there hes been 
a subterranean confusion toward Christicnity and inside the Christinn movement in 
China. This confusion has clouded Chinese-American goodwiil and Bas caused consider- 
able harm. 


To tell a Chinese to be 2 Christinn, to instruct him to read the Bible, to 
counsel him to love God and follow Jesus - al) this is not enough. He has to learn 


how to act upon Christian principles in the problem that confront a Christian every 
. day, in this common, mundane world. Positively he has to know what he can do and 2 * 


learn how he may do it and understand why he nust do it, so that there may come a 
new world in which he can enjoy = better, more abundent life and real brotherhood of 
man. This means that missionary entiusiasm is not enough. It means that goodwill 
to be effective in the missionary ficld must be accompanied by high intellectual 
caliber, extraordinary training =nd wide social experience. How many leading 
missionaries are there who have such qualifications? Our answer may indicate the 
future of Christianization in China. 


Next we may speak briefly about American advisers and officers in the 
Chinese government seryice. The first we may mention is Burlingame who was employed 
in the diplomatic service in the 1860's. After him came technical, educational, 
political, financial, economic and military employees amount to several hundreds. 
What they did and saic is unknown, to say nothing of the "why" and "how" of their 
words and actions. Their achievements or failures remain a mystery to the Chinese 
people. It may be true that their service was well rendered. Their publications at 
home to enlighten the American people may have been valuable. However, it cannot 
but be regretted that none of them succeeded in promoting Chinese leadership in 
public service. Nor did they publish in Chinese, directly or indirectly, what they 
considered the things the Chinese should do as a nation and tho ideas that they 
should understand. None seems to have grasped such a thing as a national ideal for 
the Chinese or even to have developed the purpose for which he was invited to China. 
Perhaps the most disappointed adviser was Professor Goodnow who advised the Chinese 
to have a monarchy instead of = republic. His words led enlightened Chinese to 
ridicule not only his post in our republican government but alse American education 


and training. 


American teachers in our schools have proven themselves much better in- 
struments or factors for the advancement of education end culture in China. In 
writing some of them have rendered excellent service to the world as well as to the 
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Chinese intellectural circles. Yet very few - and this may be called a shortcoming - 
have ever attempted to inspire or develop a creative leadership for the building of 


a new China and for the work of a revolutionary society. 


In spite of many temptations the American government never acted alone or 
conspired tc take any portion of territory from China. However it did join the 
other great powers in securing for the American people some special privileges and 
rights and even concessions (which have been returned to Chinn). It was the 
American Government that saved China from international partition at the turn of the 
century. The United States was the first power to remit a large part of the inden- 
nity resulting from the so-called Boxer Uprising and the first great power to recog- 
nize the Republic of China. American diplomacy checked Japanese imperialism against 
China in 1915. and 1921. American military forces helped to defeat Japan in the last 
World War. It was due to the influence of President Roosevelt that China came to be 
regarded as one of the Five Great Powers. Through the gencrosity of the American 
nation large-scale relief and reconstruction aid were rushed to Chine after 1945. 
American policy toward China has been based on the conviction thet the political and 
territorial integrity of China must be preserved. The American state has clways re- 
garded China as an equal state; there has been no superiority complex. 


Nevertheless 2 superiority complex did exist in the minds of most 
Americans. Only in recent years have American merchants and military service men 
coming to China regarded us Chinese as their equals. This is true also of American 
people we may meet in America. It takes time to change ao superior attitude, an 
attitude of discrinination. 


The American people are accustomed to live in independence and freedom. 
The consequence is individuclisn and this in turn leads to everybody thinking for 
himself. Once we Chinese are permitted to enter the United Stctes wo are free to 
live as we like. So long as wo obey law and observe order we can go about with al- 
most no interference. Still numbering nearly 80,000 (ct one time as many as 150,000) 
we come and go as officials, merchants, restaraunteurs and laundry workers, and > 
students. We are scattered all over America, although largely concentrated in San 
Francisco, New York and Chicago. Sooner or later we return home to be leaders in our 
respective communities. We may all have the opportunity to introduce certain 
American customs, traditions, practices to Chinese society and to interpret American 
ideas and ideals to the Chinese people. This opportunity, however, the American 
people do not seem to have appreciated. They do not seem to care for the Chinese 
enough to "educate" them socially and dsonomically, not to say politically. 
Association and friendship, if such there are, are allowed to floct like bubbles on 
the surface. No great results in the making of 2 new Chinn may be expected. 


Even Dr. Sun Yat-sen who was in the United States over three times as the 
Chinese revolutionary leader received no particular American attention, to say 
nothing of sympathy, advice cr support. General Huang Tsing came to live in Penn 
Syivania for a few years after he had been defeated by Yuan Shih-kai. Yuan Shib-~kai, 
it was generally known, tried to overthrow the Republic of China. No Americcn 
leader in government, politics or internationcl affairs went to call on General 
Huang. Later Mr. “in Sen went to travel severnl years; he was then ex-president of 
the Senate of the Republic of China and subsequently in Nanking and Chungking was 
President of China. No political or social leader in the United States ever paid 
him a visit. In spite of what John Hay said no leading Americans as individuals or 
in groups have taken deep interest in the possibilities and opportunities of China 
as a democratic nation. American goodwill or sympathy has been expressed only 
occasionally and so vaguely, unsubstanticlly and disinterestedly that the Chinese 
recipients were not given any definite direction or helped to realize what they 
themselves should do. | 


> 
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For instance, after the American recognition of the Republic of China 

"” early in 1912, one might have expected some concrete American assistance and co- 

“ operation to follow. Many well-trained and warm-hearted Americans should have arriv- 
ed officially or privately with ideas, materials, methods, techniques and even money 
to meet the needs of the Chinese in their struggle for "mst succeed" application of 
democracy. American founded missions and schools in China should have added to 
their regular, ordinary work manifold new resources and services to bring about re- 
publican promoters and usher in democratic institutions. However, there was nobody 
really helpful in this field and nothing was done dynamically. Not even books on 
the organization and administration of democracy were sent over or translated for 
popular consumption or necessary guidance. Across the wide Pacific which made close 
relationships rathor impossible America gave only lip service to democracy in China. 
What might have been the remedy? Who can think out a solution of this problem 


Finally - and we wish to emphasize this point - there have been thousands 
of Chinese students in the United States since 1844 when a missionary took along two 
students on her furlough and especially since 1900 when both the Chinese Government 

end the Christian missions felt the urgent need of a new generation. They have been 

educated in colleges and universities all over the country, though largely in the 
eastern states. Most of them have become leaders of their respective fields of 
interest after returning to China. Some rose to hold key positions in government, 
politics, business, education and religion. Yet with a few exceptions they herve 
foiled, not in their respective professions, but in constructive citizenship from the 
American point of view in general and from the Christian point of view in particular. 
They have not brought about a new China as has been expected; they failed in their 

~™ revolution or failed even to participate in it. While they were dAducated in the 

@ States they studied and lived just like American students, loosely and rarely with a 
consciousness of some great social or national ideal. American individualism in- 
tensified their Chinese individualisisz. They have had no common denominator sc as to 
be brought together for the formation of a most desired Chinese Republic. They 
aspired, of course, to be leaders, but without some clearly defined national or 
social purpose. The purpose uppermost in their minds was personal, for wealth or 
fame to confirm what success in the American sense or tradition means. They were not 
taught or shown convincingly how and why America had been explored and developed, 
why America became great and what greatness deeply meant to Americans. Furthermore, 
on and beyond the campus no one would take a particular interest in them or help 
them to learn other facts, theories and "know—hows" besides the principles, assump~ 
tions and prophecies that they read in books or heard in classes. They were not 
taught to think and to judge. They were conscious of being students, but not con- 
scious of being citizens, and even more important, servants instead of masters of 
their fellow-countrymen. The American teachers, fellow-students and friends were 
either kind or indifferent to them in the enjoyment of life, but not very helpful in 
preparing them to become socicl engineers. 


Americans face no problems of internal disintegration or of external dis- 
turbance such as have for generations endangered us Chinese. In the United States 
there is no illiteracy or poverty comparable to that which the Chinese suffer in 
large dimensions. Americans may go on to develop their nation through a process of 
evolution while Chinese have to catch up by revolution. The American way of life as 
it is may not suit the Chinese need. Americans should not treat us Chinese as if we 

om Were exactly like them in all aspects of life. Our circumstances and traditions 

~~» and in many respects are dissimilar. Instead let Americans study our problems 
and think of us with understanding and sympathy. We are now in adhost peculiar and 
precarious situation that calls for an extraordinary kind of holp. 


| 
today? 
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Fifty years ago John Hay called attention to the importance of China, not 
in the past but in the future of world politics. Since then the American government 
and people have not responded to John Hay adequately and effectively. China has been 
only slightly considered. Should not the American attitude toward China be re- 


evaluated now? 


Geographically and politically China, like eastern Europe, is now linked 
through Communism with the USSR. Geographically, historically, economically and 
socially Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaye, Indo-China, Siam, Burma 
and India are linked with China. In the same way Iran (Persian), Iraq, and Arabia are 
linked with India; Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Egypt are linked with Iraq. 

All these countries - bound together with large, medium-sized and small links - 
occupy continuously about one half of the landed area of our globe and embrace a 
great majority of the world's population. Netural and miman resources are plentiful; 
nothing is wanting for the development of an independent society and free social life, 
What then is the significance of thechanging-trends in China as can be observed? 


é Roughly the borderline of the USSR and China extends from 70 to 140 degrees 
longitude, or about 9,000 miles. International culture has extended largely in one 
direction, from the north to the south. International trade and migrations have 
taken place. And yet both in goods and in ideas Chine has experienced an adverse 
belance. There is no indication that the balance will be reversed in the next genera- 
tion. What is the significance of the fact that the international balance is now so 


strongly in favor of the USSR? 


In spite of the short tine since it was planted thirty years ago Communism 
has taken deep root in China and its fruits have become svrprisingly attractive. 
Communism has become Chinese not in that it has been modificd to suit the Chinese 
tast but in that it has been wisely adapted or reslistically adjusted to mect the 
conditions in China. It has become or is to become the underlying principle in all 
walks of life in southeastern Asia. In other woriis, as a system of thought it is to 
displace Confucianism, Taoism, Suddhism, Christianity and any other thought systen. 
It is intended to become the end and means of life, not only in China but elsewhere 
throughout the world. As the politio-economic theory and as the social movement it 
is to be the guide in Chinese philosophy, literature, certs, sciences, industry, © 
government and politics. Freedom shall exist of, by and for it. Through re-cdicae. 
tionall ideas to the contrary will eventually die out. What is the significance of — 
a new China conceived according to Communism? 


The impact of Russian imperial influence was almost entirely confined to 
north, northwest and northeast China. It was far away from Peking, and farther 
still from Shanghai, Chengtu or Canton. The Chinese in China Proper did not feel 
the influence. Then the USSR arose and repudiated imperialism as well as czarisn. 
The October revolution was an historical event greatly inspiring the Chinese who 
were then so disappointed with the progress of their own revolution and the results 
of World War I. It was the USSR that then extended substantial help to organize 
the Communist party, to reorganize the Nationalist party, to apply in a measure the 
teachings of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, and to carry out the northern expedition against the 
Peking Government in 1926. It was the USSR that first cancelled the unequal*; 
treaties between one imperial power and China, that first gave military aid to China 


in the War of Resistance against Japan, and that finally eliminated Japanese imperial- 


ism from Manclmrie in 1945. It is the USSR that has been insisting on the elimina- 
tion of colonialism everywhere and that has favored building up a new worl for the 
poor. -I[t is the USSR that is now leading the Chinese both in military and civilian 
education with a Marxian-Leninist philosophy and in a clear-cut revolutionary spirit. 
Small wonder that so many Chinese regard the USSR as the friend and even ally of 


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHINESE SITUATION : 
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China. What would be the significance of a complete alliance between China and the 


USSR? 


The Communist is optinistic. His thinking is logical-evolutionary. He 
is fanatically hard-working in faith and uncompromising in his revolutionary endea- 
vor. According to his belief ninety per cent or even more of humanity may be 
classified as propertyless. A great majority are proletarian and agrarian. They 
are everywhere dissatisfied with the present state of affairs; they are inclined to 
revolt against the existing order. Imperisnlism, autocracy, monopoly exploit them 
and are their common enemies. Oppressed and suffering they struggle more conscious- 
ly today than before. Larger in numbers, better in organization, with higher goals 
under the invincible leadership of the USSR, they believe they will certainly win ... 
out against the capitalistic system. China is being liberated from autocracy, 
monopoly and imperialism. A new democracy is to be realized under which state enter- 
prises will flourish; proleterians cnd ceprcrians will be better organized, better 
educated, better trainea. A period of socialism will follow .nd finally communism 
will succeed as the new and only order of life without class distinctions. "From 
each according to his ability, to each according to his need." What will be the 
significance of the new Chinese as Communism pictures hin? 


There may be opposition to communism in China; there certainly will be 
indifference to a great extent. But there is no alternative in view which in 
theory, principle and movement is dynamic enough to meet Communism in a Chinese 
group. One may not be certain of the outcome of the present Chinese revolution, 
yet no one can deny that its current is powerful and its direction definite. Com- 
munism in China will face clsmot unsurmountabdle difficulties in the process of con- 
struction. It is not only o great unperalleled social experiment; it is also a very 
large-scaled intellectual adventure. Its leaders insist that any and all of the 
difficulties will be overcome; they are convinced that the long experiment of the 
USSR and its actual support of Chinese Communism will help to promote solutions in 
China. They are confident that their own experience in hard struggle over twenty 
years will enable them to succeed in tieir new and larger endeavors. How much can 
the USSR spare in material resources, technical ability and man power to help China? 


Elements of space and time must both be considered in the Chinese situa- 
tion. Formation of right policies toward the Jeveloping situation in China re- 
quire more than sympathy for the Chinese people. It is necessary to understand - 
the Chinese as individuals - and as a nation. Both foresight and insight are 


essential. 
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At the meeting of the China Group of Board Secretaries on October 10, 1949 
in my office, we were privileged to have with us Sui May Ting (Mrs. K. H. Ting! ; 
General Secretary of the Chinese Students’ Christian Association in North America. 
We give below Mrs. Ting's excellent report: 


"Let me first of all express my appreciation for this opportunity of 

_ presenting to you the situation of the C.S.C.A. For this opportunity, I want 
to thank you all, especially Dr. Cross and Dr. Fairfield for arranging this. 
Since most of you have a much longer duration of acquaintance with the 
C.S.C.A. it seems a bit strange to have me as the person to present the 
Situation. I had heard of the C.S.C.A. even while in China, but had never 
dreamed that I should be so closely associated with it. When the C.S.C.A. 
first approached me to take temporarily my present position early in 
February, I was quite aware of the criticisms current of the C.S.C.A., 
namely, its insufficient Christian emphasis and the naive or unwise politi- 
cal stand taken by some groups in the C.S.C.A. However, the potentialities 


of such an organization as the C.S.C.A. appealed strongly to me, especially 
because I myself came to the Church through the Student Christian Movement 


in China. 


Statistics contained in the Committee on Friendly Relations’ annual 


census show that there were in the United States in 1948-49, 3,719 students | 
from China distributed throughout the country as follows (numbers shown 
by states were 15 or more are found within a state): 


New York - 685 
Californic- 347 
Michigan- 280 
Tllinois- 272 
Massacmsetts— 225 
Pennsylvania- 169 
Ohio- 158 
Minnesota-— 161 
Washington- 157 
Wisconsin- 118 
Iowa— 114 


Kansas - 
Indiana- 
Colorado- 
Missouri- 
D oC 
Texas— 


Connecticut- 53 Virginia- 


Oregon— 
Maryland- 
Tennessee- 


114 Louisiana - 43 
108 New Jersey- 38 
92 Kentucky- 35 
81 North Carolina 33 
Georgia- | 
72 Utah- 


47 Nebraska— 
LL Rhode Islarid- 
44 Florida- 


Others— 
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"as I reat over the past records of the ©.S.C.A., certain features 
seem quit: predominant to me. These features remain the same throughout 
these years. #i.sstiy, the ©.S.C.A. is an arm of the Christian Church 
stretched to the Chinese students here, irrespective of whether they are 
Christian or non-Christian. Inadequate as it may be at certain points, 
the fundamentel fact remains that it is an arm of the church. Because 
of the predominant non-Christian background of China, this arm has always 
been stretched to non-Christians as well as Christians. This is the 
same as the situation in the S.C.M. in China which also has non-Christians 
as members. 

"Secondly, the program and emphasis in C.S.C.A. have always reflected 
the happenings in China. People who attended C.S.C.A. conferences 20 
years ago remarked that the tone then was all out for the Nationalists. 
During the Sino-Japanese War the emphasis was all for the war effort. 

"Thirdly, C.o.C.A. has always had as members some Chinese Americans 
and other students of Chinese ancestry born outside of China. These 
people are oriented towards China. Thev rere very conscious of the past / 
contributions given by overseas-Chinese ‘towards China's reconstruction. 
They want to take part in the ©.s.C.A. in wnich they are eager to claim 
recognition. 

"Now-a-days the material needs of Chinese students here have béen 
very much stressed and, I think, may be a little too much stressed to 
the liking of some Chinese students themselves. It would be interesting 
to study the difference in scholastic standing, in prestige, and in all 
that goes to make up a personality between those who enjoy to inform 
people of their financial needs and are willing to accept assistance de- 
finitely tinctured with elements of charity, and those who would rather 
labor and sweat and hide their needs. I feel the more acéeptable needs 
of most worthy Chinese students are scholarships and fellowships given 
on the merit of academic standing, and chances to work and earn a few 
dollars rather than any out-right subsidy or grants. For those who are 
planning to return to China, aid in financing the return passage will | 
be greatly appreciated. 

"Nevertheless, it seems to me that the greatest needs of Chinese 
students here lie in the non-material, moral and spiritual sphere. 

These are caused by spiritual dilemma and bewilderment brought about 
by the changes in China. This fact was evidenced by the mushroom 
growth and sudden spur of activities of the numerous organizations of 
Chinese students on various campuses. There are sometimes as many as 
10 Chinese students’ groups of one kind or another on one campus. I 
wos in Boston last weekend and was told that there were altogether 14 
Chinese students' organizations in Boston alone. These show the felt 
need of Chinese students at this moment to get together and exchange 
Ptmonge themselves their news and views about China. 

"The dominartt feeling among Chinese students now is a dissatisfaction 
with the past and an amount of uncertzinty about the future. The 
‘questions they are most concerned about are as follows: 

(1) Is there freedom in China now, freedom to choose and change 
‘jobs, religious freedom, personal freedom, freedom of press and speech, 
freedom to study and to do research? If there is freedom now, will 
there be freedom in the future? 

(2) Will there be chances to develop and utilize the technical 
training they are getting now? {/ill there be chances to apply what 
they learn? 

(3) As American-educated students and as people connected with the 
Christian Church, will they be discriminated against? 
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"Of course, there are varying degrees of opinions towards the new 
changes in China, from very favorable to very unfavorable. But, all in 
all, thevattitude is 2 positive rather than a negative one. They feel 
that they ougi:t to and can do something for China. This, I think, is 
very good. If this group should feel pessimistic about the future of 
China, then there is certainly little hope for China. 

"What, then, is the role of the C.S.C.A.? First of all, the C.S.C.A. 
as an organization not for but by and of Chinese students, can accomplish 
far more to help Chinese students here than ay other organization which 
is merely for but not by and of Chinese students, given the same amount 
of resources. Students are more apt to call on the assistance of such 
an organization as the C.S.C.A. Last summer, we placed over 100 Chinose 
students in various kinds of summer jobs. We could do that much in spite 
of the smell staff of one and one-halfwwomen in the Central Office be- 
cause the students helped each other in the various units. 

Secondly, the ©C.S.C.4. provides 2 chance for Chinese students to get 
together in a fellowship to exchange their ideas, information and feel- 
ings. It helps one tremendously to air one's worries and feelings to 
others in the same boat. ; 

"Thirdly, by its very nature, the C.S.C.A. can do a lot to build up 
Sino-—American friendship. This point cannot be overemphasized nov. 

"However, most important of all, and without which all other points 
bear no meaning, the C.S.C.A. provides opportunities for a common search 
of the Christian faith. It offers the Christian conviction and hope in 
looking at the many problems in the minds of Chinese students todcy. 

"Recently, I had a visit with Dr. J. Leighton Stuart, who, later, 
stated about C.S.C.A.: ‘The Chinese Students’ Christian Association in 
North America has always been a useful agency for conserving Christian 
faith among those students who have come here from China as Christians 
as well as for extending religious influence among others. But in view 
of the special perplexities oll Chinese students in this country ore now 
facing; I am impressed by the unique value of this organization in pro- 
moting the case for which it exists.' I sincerely hope the C.S.C.A. 
can truly live up to this unique value. 

"Organizationally, the C.S.C.A. at present has 13 active local units; 
but we nave cctive members in 40 more lccalitics. The membership is 
roughly around 1,200. Of this 70-80% are graduate students. Most of 
these are in very technical fields of study. This picture is quite 
different from that in the United Student Christian Council. Sixty to 
70% of this membership is composed of Christians, by which, I mean members 
of specific churches. This figure is « little ligher than that of the 
S.C.M.- in China. Eighty to 90% of this is composed of former students 
of the Christian colleges in China. The percentage of American-born 
Chinese and other Chinese born outside of Chine is between 20 to 25%. 
Some of them are naturalized American citizens, some have been in China and 
ate few of them have parents who went to China as missionaries. 

"The C.S.C.A. has always taken o great pride in stating that among 
its former members it can count many who hold important posts of leader- 
ship in China. It would be presumptous, of course, for the C.S.C.A. to 
claim the credit. But, many among the present leadership in the social, 
educational and church life in China did play an active role in the 
C.S.C.A. in their day. The present leadership of the C.S.C.A. lies in 
the hands of those who have been active in the Chinese S.C.M, Everywhere 
I go among our units I meet many former students of mine from St. John's 
University and from St. Mary's 5all. The national C.S.C.A. president for 
this year was formerly very active in the University Christian Fellowship 
in Shanghai University, One of Jimmy Yen's sons is an officer in our 
Eastern Dept., Chang Fu-liang's daughter was active in the Midwestern 
summer conference. ‘alter Chao, T. C. Chao's son, has been until re- 
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cently chairman of the Bashville chapter. A responsible officer in the 
New York Chapter, I understanu, has been asked to be the General Secre- 


tary of the YWCA in Hankow. 

"Yet, as it stands now, C.S.C.A. is very inadequate. There should 
definitely be more Christian emphasis in its program on various levels. 
But, together with this inadequacy, there are potentialities. The 
potentialities lie in the growing Christian consciousness in C.S.C.A. 
This is evidenced in the changed constitution. In the old constitution, 
it is stated, 'The purpose of the C.S.C.A. is (1) to organazie all 
Chinese students, especially Christians, into cooperative efforts, and 
to develop strong character and personality through Christian fellow- 
ship and student activities; (2) to render needed services and whatever 
help possible to Chinese students in America; and (3) to promote mutual 
understanding and friendship between American and Chipese peoples.’ The 
present version is: (as adopted in September of this year): 'The C.S.C.A. 
as a fellowship of Chinese students, aims (1) to give encouragement and 
provide opportunities for a common search of the Christian faith, and 
for the realization of our convictions in personal living as well as in 
cooperative efforts towards a better society, (2) to help meet the 
personal needs of Chinese students in North America; and (3) to further 
mutual understanding and friendship between the American and Chinese 
peoples.’ 

"The potentialities also lie in the quality of its membership. This 
consists of technicians very much necded in the building of China. No 
government in power, whatever it may be, can very easily ignore this 
group. That means they will be in positions of influence. Then, the 


/very fact that people like to join such groups as the C.§.C.A. means 


that they will extend thei influence in the future far beyond their 
narrow technical fields. In the evangelization of China, this group 

is rather strategic. They both possess the possibility of being evangel- 
ized and that of becoming evangelizing agents. 

"What the C.S.C.A. needs most from Christian leaders and Christian 
orgenizations in this country care their prayers and guidance. A sympathe- 
tic, understanding attitude and constructive suggestions as to what it 
ought to do can help jt a lot. Criticisms aimed at it should call for 
a strengthening of what little existing ties it has with Christian groups 
rather than weakening of the same. In the latter case, the result would 
be only to push the C.5.C.aA. in the very direction in which we do not 


_ like it to go. It would discourage those elements in the C.S.C.A. which 


strive to increase the Christian content within it. As an organization 
of foreign students it needs the protection of some Christian organiza- 
tion here. It has to remein ‘adopted’ by its foster parents. That 
means that the connection with the Committee on Friendly Relations should 
be made even closer than it is at present. 

"Then, the C.S.C.A. also needs the financial support of the American 
Christian organizations. A lot should be done in the area of counselling, 
and personal contacts; yet, as it is now, the staff is too much occupied 
by what Dr. Everett Stowe termed as ‘gathering up enough steam to blow the 
whistle.’ Well, it may not be a good whistle, but it is an important 
whistle, for it will be heard in China as well as in America, and, there- 
fore, deserves the attention and care of you all." | 


Mr. K. H. Ting, Secretary of the orld Student Christian Federation, was 


also invited to be present at th- mecting and he give -. ae. report from the 


standpoint of the Federatian, & copy of his full report 


enclosed. 


tten ‘for the W«9.C.F. is 


~ 
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From a representative of the Board of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States in Shanghai comes this CONFIDENTIAL letter dated 
September 21, 1949, two paragraphs of which | quote: 


"T have just heard from the Sutsien field that 106 outstations have 
been closed in that field alone. The same conditions exist in the Haichow 
field and to a large extent in the Tsingkiangpu field. Our information in 
regard to the Yencheng field is meager, but we know of at least four places 
where worship is still carried on. The authorities appointed six teachers 
at the Hsuchowfu Middle School and took away two or three of the best teach- 
ers. While similar reports to that of the Sutsien field come from other 
areas (Honan-Anhwei-Chantung-Hopei-Manchuria, etc.) in the larger cities 
the work of the churches is continuing very much as usual and even with 
increased attendance in some places. Some activities like D.V.B.S. and 
Youth Meetings have been frowned upon... 

"When these families (with children) go there will be twenty of us left 
in Chine proper. Nine of us came out in '46 and should have some relicf 


next year, if possible." 


A letter from Dr. Luther Shao (Disciples) dated June 24, 1949 from 
Nanking is of particular interest: 


"Today it is exactly two months since we were liberated. This is the 
first letter that I have sent out after being liberated, April 24. I 
know that you are all concerned about our safety. Fortunately, my family 
came back on March 5 and we all were here when Nanking was liberated. 
There was no fighting. It took one day for us to change from one regime 
to another. It was very peaceful. My family is all well. 

"So far our work has not been interfered with at all. Religious 
freedom is fully assured. No religious teaching is allowed in school 
houses and in school buildings, but religious instruction in the Church 
is not prohibited. I preached in our first church (Drum Tower) on 
April 24 (Sunday), the first day of liberation. The work of all our 
stations is carried on as usual, except in some rural areas, but it is 
not true in Chuhsien (where Goulters and Cherryhomes are). In fact in 
Chuhsien, the work has been increased in variety and in quality. The 
spirit of our workers, Chinese and missionsries, is fine. In Nanking, 
the Nanking Church Council is very active in union enterprise. We had 
one-day retréat of all Christian workers in Nanking. At this meeting we 
tried to understand the political philosophy of the new regime, the 
meeting of the pressing needs of the people by Christian Churches, and 
its offices. It was a good conference to lift up the morale of our 
Christian workers and to discuss how Christian Chmrches and institu- 
tions could be fitted best to meet the needs and to contribute to the 
building of New China...May God bless you. Remember us in your prayers." 


According to the statistics of the Rev. Charles L. Boynton the number of 
missionaries from America, Great Dritain and other European countries in China dur- 
ing the period between April and September 1948, was over 3,000. Since that time 
the number has steadily decreased but in September, 1949, after the S.S. General 
Gortom had sailed with 50 Protestant missionaries there were ostimated to be 2,000 
Protestent missionaries remaining in China of whom 1,000 were Americans. 


et of the China Group will be held in my office on Monday, 


The ne 


October 24 from 12:00 to 2:00 P.M. Dr. Plumer Mills,who came back on the General 


Gordon and has just reached New York will give us an inside picture of what has 
happened in Shanghai. Don't miss hearing him if you can possibly come, 


Rowland M, Cross, Secretary 
China Committee 
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with special interest in the light it throws on China 
K. H. Ting, Secretary, World's Student Christian ‘ederation 


Before my return to United States lest July I had an opportunity to visit 
Czechoslovekia and Hungary. I tried to look at the situation of the churches there 
as objectively es I could, but with a special view to learning those things which 
might be relevant in the new Church situation in China. In this report I shall just 
limit myself to this special interest. Another limitation is that my contects were 
mainly with the Protestant groups in those two countries. 


Let us first recognize that there are two important differences between the 
* general situetion in Eastern Europe and that in Chine. Some of them are as follows: 


(1) The Eastern European countries ere much more highly industrialized. The 
standard of living there is much higher. Most people live in cities where most of 
the churches also are. In China, for years to come, rural areas will still have an 
importence in influencing the verious cspects of the national life quite unknown 


abroad. 


(2) The Bastern European countries were liberated from Nazi rule through a 
foreign communist power while the changes that are taking plice in China are not 
caused by any direct Russian intervention but cre achieved through the leadership 7 | 
and struggle of the Chinese Communist Party. No one can deny thct the revolution in : ge OO 
China is more indigenous. 


(3) The middle class in Czechoslov:ki« end Hungry does not seem to possess the 
kind of utter disgust with the previous regime end of warm hope and even entausiasm 
towerds the new which marks the middle class of Chine today. While this is perhaps 
pertly due to the disillusionment of thet cless in kastern Furope cfter four years! 
communist rule,. the more or less imposed nature of the revolution in Eestern Europe 
as contrested with the more indigenous nature of the revolution in Chine is definitely 


s frown. 


(4) In Czechoslovakia and Hungery communists compose no less then 17 per cent 
of the totel population while in China they probably do not compose more then one per 
cent. The extent of illiteracy is an importent ceuse, I believe. This comperison 
perhaps suggests that the Chinese communists form a more disciplined party cnd thet 
it inevitzbly has to call on the cooperation of elements outside of the perty. 


(5) The churches in Eastern Europe cre clmost completely indigenous -— histori- ) 
celly, ideologicaliy, financielly, emi in personnel. In China the churches are still 
too greatly western in background end support. The proportion of Christians to the 
population is also mich lower in China. | : 


Whet is the view of the communists in Eestern Europe on religion and whet is 
_ their basic policy towerds the churches? | 


~ « Of course the communists themselves do not believe in God and would not admit 5 
of any awareness of any theological or religious problem. But from their experiences 
they have come to know that it is not wise to teke any drestic step to annihilcte 
religion and the churches, The Czech Minister of Information seid that as long as 
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there age still people who find it necessary to believe in God, religion should not 
discardd&&. The communists believe that, with the emergence of the clessless society 
and with the matericl security thet society will bring, religion will cutometically 
lose its hold on men cnd churches will lose their influence on society and "wither 
away" without the drustic measures of the State. But, until then, cny drastic action 
is premature end dangerous and only makes e« fanatic of the religious person. Thus, 
they evoid making religion an occasion for issues to arise. Religious issues cen 
set in motion strong emotions that are hard to handle. They can be a powerful force 
in clienzting the people from the State. In spite of all the news in pcepers of the 
Church-St:te conflict in Eastern Europe, the authorities in both Czechoslovekia «nd 
Hungery ere persistently trying to impress the people thet there is no "religious 
issue" involved, thet "religious freedom" is not at stake but guaranteed and thet 
only some reactionary leaders of the church hierarchy cre misusing thet freedom for 
political purposes. 


Aside from this negetive policy of refraining from inciting religious senti- 
ments, what do the communists try to do with the churches and the Christians? I 


think this may be swmarized under two c:tegories: 


(1) The meximum expectation is that the churches and the church lesders should 
support, by words and deeds, the program cnd cctivities of the State end collaborate 
with the Stcte through their influence on the people. 


(2) The minimum expectation is thct the church should "mind its own business," 
i.e., those Christicns who do not fulfil the above-mentioned expectation should be 
isolcted from concrete issues <nd the churches ere to "specialize" in "spiritual 
matters" of personal pietism. 


In carrying out these two the State usually discour: ges internetionzl contacts 
among the Christicns. It has « speci:1 suspicion of the ecumenical movement. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft has described the measures of the Stz.te towards the 
churches es those of "domestication. " I am inclined to egree with him zs the situa- 
tion is certainly not one of persecution in the ordinzrily accepted sense of the 
word. However, it is importent end only fair to point out ut the same time that the 
churches in Eastern Europe are quite used to "domesticction" by the Stcte end were, 
indeed, in many weys quite "domesticated" by the previous regimes. And "domestica 
tion" of the churches, the press, education and civilien orgenizetions is certcinly 
not merely the secret sim of the communist regimes but, in one way or another, the 
tendency of all political and financial power-concentretions. Ever since Emperor 
Constantine officialized the Christien religion every Stite hes, in its own ways, 
tried to render the churches docile and “"hermless" and to be "domesticated" is cer-~ 
teinly « danger to the churches in every ege and in every pléce, 


' And we must also recognize « weakness, perhaps, but a fact of the churches in 
Eastern Europe, nemely, they have never understood religious freedom in the wey 
Christiens of Great Britcin cnd Americ: not: bly do. To include in religious freedom 
the right to make criticism of the political order "from Christizn convictions" is 
something quite unknown both to the communists cnd to Christians there in general. 


Now, how have the Christicns in Czechoslovekia and Hungary reacted to the 
changes? 


At the first period of liberetion the very fundiment: list cnd pietist wing of 
the churches wes not heppy at all, quite negetive and even entagonistic. The more 
liberel-minded cnd socizl-minded Christi:n leaders were optimistic in verious degrees. 
The denial to the Romen Citholic Church of its egelong privileges was well accepted 


by all Protestant groups. 


Sb 
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Gredually the optimism of the exrly period faded awzy, but with noteble excep- 
tions», the other hind, the Jlecders in the vcrious pietist sects hi.ve come to 
find/very much ct home in the new situction cs they geined their new position of 
equclity with other church bodies. Also, their view of religious freedom finds the 
communists! view very congenial. 


Thus, when I went to Ecstern Europe, I found both "wings" in the Christicn cir- 
cles. In both, of course, there are very meny who do not crystallize their politic:l 
opinions in uny concrete form. but, le: ving these cside, I found th:t the libercl- 
minded ind soci: l-minded church lezders ire more likely to be cmong the disillusioned 
while some of the more outspoken supporters of the present governments ure .bsolutely 
pietistic in their religion. For instince, the professor of biology in the University 
of Bude pest who disproved of my "bringing politics into religion" seemed to me to be 
taking politics out of religion himself, though unconsciously, eich time he mde his 

speech on grezt Stite end municipal occzsions. 


Of course, there ure ulso other Christicn le:ders who support the present govern- 
ments not just becuuse of the s:tisfictory extent of religious freedom they enjoy, but 
beczuse they believe thet is ht ppening in society «nd in their countrics is besi- 
celly cnd essentielly right, much cs they <bhor some of the methods. They feel thct, 
es Christi:ns, they heve no criticism to mke of the besic direction in which their 
countries are going cnd th: t they eccept the communist pcrty cs the body to give the 
lezdership «at this stcge of history. but they feel thet they ought to mintzin their 
vigilence on religious freedom :nd essentiel humin rights. Their most importcnt job, 
they feel, is evengelism :nd to be the instrument for the ushering in of c¢ new 
spiritucl revival. 


There has emerged in Hungzry a student Christicn group, formerly of <« most 

. pietistic type, which now goes so fcr thet it seems to me to be in some denger of try- 
ing to fit the Christian fxith into the Merxist framework. Yn their effort to even- 
gelize the communists, (and I cen testify their utter sincerity cnd reediness to 
suffer humiliatiom for the sake of thut effort) I think they cre in dcnger of 
"de-evingelizing" themselves <s they try to make Jesus eccepteble to the M:rxist and 
not to meke the Merxist acceptible to Jesus. But this does not represent cny signi- 
ficent trend among Christiens in generzl ind is interesting to me chiefly cs c type 
of Christicn deviation. 


On the other hind, I found those who could not mke the necessery emotional «d- 
justment to the new situation. They cre inclined to be very neg:tive ind lazy. Their 
attitude to the "spiritusl revival," so enthusi:sticully reported by those more happy 
about the situztion :nd ezger to mke the most of it, tends to be one of cynicism ¢nd 
indifference. They are in danger of resigning to "fete" or expecting their deliverenc. 
to come from some catastrophic development of world events. I felt very sorry for the 
in their fruitless ind berren stite, without expectation ind hope. 


Everywhere the Christians yeern for direct cnd indirect cont: cts with Christicns 
elsewhere end like to be cssured thet they are not forseken. But, with this, there is 
&lso some tension end disappointment arising from their awereness that Christi: ns in 
other countries misunderstind them end cre not very kind in words <bout then. 


The above observations cre entirely personil, made during « visit in Czechoslo- 
vekia and Hungary th:t l:sted only four or five weeks. Some of them mey be wrong or 
inaccurate and I em quite prepared to change my view if [ «m enabled to know better. 


Whet insight did I gain from Ecstcrn Europe thet may be of help to my under- 
stcending of the Church situation in Chine? Summcrizing whet I hive said I shill give 
these: 


% 
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(1) After seeing the reactions of the Church leaders in Czechoslovekia end 
 Hungery to their new regimes cnd remembering the fect thet the middle clcss in Chine 
“hes an even greeter readiness for « chenge, I cen auch more ecsily epprecicte the op-. 
timism end enthusiasm of many Chinese Christicns in welcoming the liberction. I do 
not doubt thet they ere utterly sincere and their expression of hope end joy hes not 
been mede under any pressure or with « desire to pletse any group. 

(2) Upon entering the new situation of communist control, if we must err, I 
would prefer to err on the side of nzivety ruther thin cynicism. The cynic bangs the 
door of opportunity himself «nd lends himself in nothing but spirituel frustretion cnd 
greeter cynicism. But the nzive Christicn worker sticks to his job. Doors t&nged 
agt.inst him will eventuelly give him the needed corrective «nd meke him e true reclist. 
Thus there seems to be some redeeming possibilities in nzivety which cynicism lecks, 

(3) No metter how the extreme pietistic and sectarien Christian groups are 
reecting to the new situation now, I do not see any ground to suppose thet they will 

« not develop in the wey their counterperts in E:stern Europe heve developed. Before 
too long we shall probebly find thet they are the groups in Chine which cen survive 
end thrive much more smoothly than others. 

(4) Consequently, while the Stuient YMCA-YWCéA in Chin: seems to curry on rather 
norm.lly thus far, I think the IVCF in Chine will eventually mke a hcppier cdjustment 
end will be liked by the authorities more then the Student YMCA-YWCA. This will also 
apply to other church groups similer in nziture to the IVCF, I do not think that, for 
e longer period, hoepitels end educetionezl and socizl service institutions will neces- 
sarily continue to be acceptible under Christicn cuspices. But there are many other 
factors which condition this development. However, I do think there will cmerge new, 
pietistic and semi-nationalist groups with literclist epproech to the Bible, thet will 
direct their attack on the "modernist, western cnd social-gospel churches," 


J (5) A strong temptction to Christizns in communist lends is opportunism, i.e., 
to put our trust in tempor:l] powers, either the powers thet cre in cuthorities or 
those which may be trusted to overthrow them. We must resist anything to district our 
_ attention from our one permanent task of evingelism,. We cannot tell God when end where 
there should be « revivel, but we must hold fest to nothing else but the tesk of evan- 
gelism in China in the situation we find ourselves. This will defend us from both easy 
optimism end bitter disappointment. : 

(6) Religious freedom is essenticl as it is the corner-stone of all human free- 
dom. As such we cennot «fford not to defend it. Yet, we are concerned not merely 
with defending our own religious freedom; as Christicn Chinese citizens we still need 
to make our judgment on the Stcte socially, culturally, economically, «nd politically, 
on its own merit, on the besis of its service to general humen welfcre cnd of its 
acceptebility to the citizens of Chine as a whole of whom the Christicns ere only a 
minority. 

(7) After seeing what the ecumenical contact, long deprived, could mean to the 
Christiens in Eastern Europe, I think the struggle for the meintenence of communication 
between the Chinese Christiens and those outside is very importent. We must at the 
seme time be cereful not to give eny ground for others to accuse us of misusing the 
privilege of international Christian cont<cts. 

(8) Christians in the West mey be tempted to make rush conclusions on the words 
end deeds of their fellow-Christicns in Chine. But the litter ere cctually dengerously 
neer to the forefront of Christian living, cnd they ere there on behelf of the whole 
Christian world community. Christicns' confidence in them from «ebrocd will surely 
strengthen them as they cerry on amidst unsympathetic elements without (end, perheps, 


September l, 1949 


“Rowland M. Cross, Secretary 
Chine Committee 
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November 10, 1949 


' To China Board Secretaries 
and Members of the China Committee 


Dear Friends: 


The following cablegram dated Shanghai, November 7, 1949 has been 
received: 


| "330 LEADERS REPRESENTING 180 CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS 
INSTITUTIONS MEETING SHANGHAI STRONGLY PROTEST AMERICAN 
AID REACTIONARY KUOMINGTANG WHOSE RECENT BOMBINGS KILLED 
( NUMEROUS INNOCENT CHINESE CIVILIANS STOP APPEAL AMERICAN 
CHURCHES URGE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CEASE FURTHER AID 
GEORGE WU MEETING CHATRMAN" 


This is an urgent appeal from our colleagues in China and calls for 
immediate action. If you wish to make that action effective you should do the 


following three things: 


1. Write to Dean Acheson, Secretary, Department of State, sending copies 
of your letter to The Honorable Tom Connally, Chairman, Foreign Relations Com 
mittee of the Senate and to The Honorable John Kee, Chairman of the Committee for 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives. 


2. Write to your own Senator and Congressman. 
3. Present this matter to your churches and church leaders. 


Sincerely yours, 


Brot 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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One of the chief impressions of this past year in China has been that of 
change. This has been startling and dramatic. Within less than a year practically 
all of East end Central China, from Peiping to Centon and from Shenghai to the bor- 
ders of Szechwan hes been brought under Communist control. 


Why did Nationalist resistance so completely and suddenly collepse? 

Many reasons have been given with which we are all more or less familiar, but the 
turning point seems to have been reached with the inability of the Government to 
maintain the Gold Yuen currency. It will be recalled thet the Government intro- 
duced this in the summer of 1948, and for e while strove earnestly to keep it at the 
announced rate of GY4 to US $1, the people being both exhorted and compelled to turn 
in their foreign exchange. The patriotic did so readily and the reluctant yielded 
te pressure, but the result was that for many their savings simply disappeared, and 
their confidence in the Government was irretrievably lost also. 


It wes interesting to see the attitude of the people towards the Generalis- 
simo et this time. Even though they condemned his regime, they showed a willingness 
to recognize the services that he personally hed rendered to China in earlier years, 
thus revealing a degree of feir-mindedness which wes, under the circumstances, highly 
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their entry into Shenghei. Perfect order end discipline were meinteined end this 


Apart from the fighting et Tientsin, Tsinan, end Hsuchow, there was rela- 
tively little resistance by Nationelist troops to the southward march of the Comm-= 
hist. The will to resist had gone. Cities like Nenking, and those along the 
Shanghei-Nenking railway as far as Soochow, fell virtually without a shot. 

Even at Shanghei there was little more then token resistence and rear guard ection, 
though for two or three weeks there wes some fighting, chiefly at night, on the out- 
pkirts of the city. A dey or two sufficed for the capture of Hangchow and e few : 
sew the end of resistence at Ningpo, and so fell the provinces of Kiangsu end j 
hekiang, two of the richest end most populous in the lower Yangtze Yelley ‘ 


Of more significance than the fighting et the time of the capture or "lib- 
ération", es the word now is, of Shanghai, hes been the blockade enfcrced by the 
Netionalists egeinst the coesteal cities of Chine from which they hed bsen expelled. 
At first one wes not inclined to take this seriously, <s the Chinese Nevy was smell 
end the number of airplanes relatively few. None the less they were effective in 
keeping foreign shipping out of the harbor, and considerable demage wes done by the 
sir raids to instellations in the city cnd further inland along the reilweys. 

At Nanking, for example, the electric light plant was twice struck by bombs and put 
out of use for c time. There wes reletively little bombing or strefing of the resi- 
dential or business sections of Shanghai, but still inevitably some loss of life oc- 
curred, and often people felt it wise to take shelter from the mechine gun cr anti- 
eircraft fire thet wes cracking sherply eround then. 


—— Great credit should be given to the Communist soldiers for the manner of : 


has been true ever since. The behavior of the soldiers in their use of the trams 


» 
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and busses is also a welcome change from earlier days when one was accustomed to being 
crowded out of seats in public conveyances by the number of troops requiring accommo- 
dation. Much property has been teken over in Shanghai by the Army, but that is of the 
sort judged (and probably rightly in most cases) as "enemy property." Private proper- 
ty, as a rule, hes been left strictly alone. 


The press in Shenghei hes undergone considerable change. Onady one English 
langu: ge newspeper, the North China Daily News, is now being published, «nd the nunm- 
ber of Chinese deily papers seems ciso less then before. Furthermore there is a 
striking similerity in their content. However there is apparently no direct censor- 
ship of the press, but rather a certein indirect guidance which is just us effective. 
If either news reports or editorials cre "out of line," apologies :nd retr«ctions 
almost inevitcbly follow in the columns of the offending newsp.per a few deys liter. 
Much of the mtericl thet cppeers in the press is propcgende end up to the present 
most of this hss been directed aguinst America, the Stete Depcertment's "White Paper" 
coming in for especially bitter criticism. 


In spite of this propzg-nd:, however, < rem rk: ble friendliness is still 
shown towerds Americens cs individucls, «nd indeed the line is often drawn by critics 
between the Americ: n Government :nd the americ:n people. In severel months of almost 
deily trivel beck and forth from home to office, end of intim:te contzct with the 
people on the etreets :nd in the shops, the writer does not recell < single instance 
either of unfriendliness or discourtesy. Whetever one my feel should be seid cebout 
the propegend: in the press, :nd it is bed end much of it untrue, one should neverthe- 
less immedi:tely offset his strictures by « testimony to the kindness cnd friendliness 
of the people. Exceptions there my be, but they :re rere. 


Trcvel in Chine ct present is difficult for foreigners. Even the Chinese 
themselves cre not free to move about entirely ct will, cs they must, if moving from 
one "militery area" to enother, clso secure a permit; but foreigners have to get 
passes even for short trips between two neurby cities. Often these ere recdily given 
on epplice.tion, but not infrequently they cre either delayed or refused for retsons 
that are not cleerly stcted. In some "walled" cities, foreigners are confined, gene- 
relly speeking, within the limits of the wells, though they «re quite free to come and 
go es they desire within those limits. 


Something has been szid above ebout the good order and discipline shown by 
the Communist soldiers. At this point therefore other good fectures of the regime 
muy also be mentioned. The leaders are herd working, live simply, <nd have a good 
repatction for incorruptibility. They put clso great emphcsis on self-criticism and 
study, and show a commendeble readiness to clter their methods when these ere proven 
wrong or inefficient. For example, the drastic reductions mde in the taxes levied 
for this hclf year in Shenghai, were clecrly made in response to the protests sub- 
mitted by both Chinese cnd foreign landowners. Also, in the recent issuing of "exit 
permits” to those foreigners in Shanghai who wished to leave China by the Gen. Gordon, 
the later stages of that process were simplified and made less expensive once the 
authorities saw that the procedures earlier adopted were both too cumbersome and in- 
volved too great a cost. 


Much has been published about the undue pressure put upon certain foreign 


- employers in Shanghai by their employees in "locking them in" their offices until 


their demands had been met. These demands usually had something to do with "back pay” 
_ & "severance pay." At first the Government more or less refused to take these dis~ 
“™ putes in hand, cleiming that cepitel and labor must solve their problems themselves. 
Of late, however, labor has been reminded thet it must not make "exorbitcent" demands 
and thet they too "heve responsibilities in building the new order." The situation 
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has therefore been somewhat eased of late. In the same way students have been re- 
minded that they also heve responsibilities, one of which is to study, with the 
result that recent weeks have shown «4 decline in agitction and grecter attention to 
academic routine. 


Economic corditions in Shanghai heve not been good during the pest months. 
In part this hes been due to the natural exhaustion following the long years of war, 
in pert also to the recent blockade, but the Communists have shown real energy and 
boldness in attecking their problems. They have dealt with the finenciel situation, 
especielly exchange, more realistically and more successfully then did their prede- 
cessors; and while there has been some inflation, it has been on the whole fairly well 
controlled. The Communist policy of allowing the officiel rete of foreign exchange 
to rise in kecping with the rate on the "open" market is better than the old Netionel- 
ist policy of a "pegged" exchange which soon lost any real relction to actual values. 
Also the so-called "parity unit" which keeps the currency closely related to actual 
merket prices has proven in experience another step forw:rd., Given time, and en end 
to the war, which now seems in sight, the Communists will doubtless solve their finan- 
cisl problems. 


A word ebout the Church must bring these "Notes" to a close. The policy of 
"religious freedom" is fuirly well observed in the major cities, but in some of the 
smaller places end in rural areas the story is a different one. Many churches, once 
flourishing, have in the Communist pressures of recent years, been closed and it has 
not been found eesy to re-open them. There seems to be now little or no direct per- 
secution of the Church, but the etmosphere is often unfevorable. On the other side, 
there are encoureging instances here and there of increasing Church attendance, and 
even of boldness in carrying on the work. A combination of courege, determination, 
end shrewd native wit hes often meade it possible to continue religious work against 
otherwise difficult conditions. ‘uch hes also been szid about the formation of a 
"common front" between the Government and other liberel orgenizations in the country 
including religious bodies. This is right and proper, provided it does not involve 


any compromise of fundamental principles. The Church, however, needs to be much on 


its guard at this point. 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretery 
Chine Committee 
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ENGLISH MINUTES, MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
N. C. Ce 


October 25-27, 1949, Missions Bldg., Shanghai 


PRESENT Dr. Wu Yi-fang (Chairman), Dr. M. S. Bates, Mr. J. S. Chuan, Miss Bessie 
Hollows, Dr. T. Y. Hu, Mr. S. K. Ing, Bishop Z+ T. Kaung, Dr. R. Y. Lo, 
Dr. J. Usang Ly, Dr. Ralph Mortensen, Dr. Luther Sheo, Rev. kh. W. Spillett, 
Miss Tsai Kwei, Dr. Y. C. Tu, Bishop Ralph A. Ward, Dr. Y. T. Wu, Mr. Ying 
Kai-~shih end Mrs. H. S. Young of the Committee. 

By special invitation: Rev. Ai Nien-san, Rev. Ma Fu-chiang, Rev. W. C. 
Merwin (vroxy), Dr. Frank Price (proxy) , Miss Shih Peo-chen (proxy), and 
the Rt..Rev. Stephen Tsang. 

Present as guests: Rev. Hsu Shih-chi, Rev. Li Yung-wu, Dr. T+ S. Outer- 
bridge, Rev. Louis Tsai and Mr. and Mrs. Weng Yen-po, George K. T. Wu, 
John S. Barr, Merian Bih, Victor Chung, Alice Gregg, E- L. Ikenberry, 
Olivia D. Ikenberry, Henry D. Jones, Y. Y. Lin, H. K. Ma, Chester §. Miao, 
S. T. Mih, arthur 0. Rinden, L. Tomkinson, C. S. Wang Doris Pen Wang, 

S. P. Wang, K. ©. Wong, Wu Lei and Victor E* W. Haywerd of the Staff. 


The Committee met in six sessions, «s follows: Tuesday Oct. 25, 9:00 e. m. - 12:30 
DP. m. end 2:00 - 5:00 p. m.; Wednesduy Oct. 26, 9:00 - 11:30 a. m. and 1:00 - 5:00 
p. m., with a closed session from 3:15 ~- 4:00 p. m. to deal with Resignetions; 
Thursday Oct. 27, 9:00 m. = 12330 p. m. 


In the absence of Dr. T. C. Bau, through illness, Dr. Wu Yi-fang (Vice-Chairman) pre- 


sided over ell business sessions. 


Morning devotions were led by Dr. Luther Shao end Bishop Stephen Tseng. Closing 
prayers were led by Mr. Ying Kai-shih «nd the Kev. Me Fu-chiang. Dr. Shao suggested 
the following eight requirements of Christians in this new age: a frenk ettitude and 
straight-forward speech, humble willingness to learn, service to the common people, 
productivity both material and spirituel, revolution reaching to grass roots, achieve- 
ment of strength through unity, readiness to suffer for righteousness' sake, and 
actions to match what is preached. Bishop Tsang slso spoke of the demends made upon 
Christian fellow-workers in this time of change, declaring that wa mst heve clear 
recognition both of ourselves and of the age in which we now live, and adapt our- 
selves to meet the challenge of the times. 


The General Secretary welcomed Committee members cnd visitors, and introduced to the 
meeting all who were: present. 


ADDRESS BY At the Committee's first session, Bishop Z. T. Keung geve a stirring 


BISHOP speech on "The Position and Task of the Church in New China." He de- 
Z. T. KAUNG clared thet, in view of the profound changes which would be demanded of 
13-90 the Church in this new ere upon which China has now entered, the NCC 


Executive Committee necded two months rather than two days in which to ~ 
take up its vitel tesks. The present mecting could only do a little preparetory 
work for the joint thinking and action which would yet have to be done in the neer 
future. He cclled upon the Committee to heve a clear recognition of the new unity 
now being achieved throughout the whole life of the nation. As Christians, we have 


~ to be clear concerning our own position. Only those who have a recognized contrit- 


tion to make to the life of the people will heve a place within the New Democracy. 
Our specific Christian tasks and contribution must follow from our Christian faith. 
The whole Christian cause must achieve a unity compareble with that of the political 
United Front. The Church zmmst clso become truly self-supporting, if it is to be 
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able to win its due Jlece under the new regime. Something similar to "Re-thinking 

Missions" must be done again, but this tino it mst be e revaluation by Chinese 

' Christians of the whole Christisn Movement in this country. Many fundamental adap- 
tations will be celled for, but especially mst we show that we really have « spirit 
of self-sacrifice. Christianity must be shown through deeds, and not simply preach- 
ing. As regards foreign aid, our cppecl for this also should be unified and pre- 


sented to the Mission Boards es one joint request. 


PROPOSALS BY The Chairman reported that Dr. T. C. Cheo, being unable to attend the 
DR. T. C. CHAO meeting personally, had requested her to present on his behalf cer- 
13-91 tein important proposels for consideration cnd action by the Execu- 
tive Committec. She outlined the iore important of these, copies of 

Dr. Chao's letter in Chinese having been distritmted. The four mein heeds of Dr. 
Cheo's suggestions were: re-organization of the NCC, so as to make it completely 
Chinese in administration; the setting up of < ncetional Christian organizetion with 
executive powers, to act in the interests of the whole Christian Movement in China; 
discontinuance of the present Forward Movement *s such; and promotion of revolution- . 
ery reform within the Chinese Church, deepening its faith end relating it closely to 
reality, promoting sclf-support and independence through productive work and through 
an active sense of responsibility on the part of all Church members, and advancing 
Church Union in China. 


SPEECH BY Apert from introducing Dr. Chao's proposals, Dr. Wu reitereted the 
DR. WU YI-FANG need for complete frankness of speech in this new era, and declared 
13-92 that religious freecom would be a reality under the New Democracy. 


Chceirmen Mc.o Tse-tung hed himself lauded the missionary spirit. The 
Christian Church in China must strike its own roots deeper, and in the spirit of 
Christ make its distinctive contribution towards implementing the social revolution 
being carried through according to the new Government's policies. 


GENERAL The Genercl Secrotary presentec a report of NCC work during the past 
SECRETARY'S year, entitled "The Fruits of our Labor." 
REPORT 13-93 
MINUTES OF The Minutes of the lest mecting of the Ad Interim Committee were ap- 
LAST MEETING provea as circulcted. 

13-94 


ELECTION OF NEW On the recommendation of the sub-committeo cppointed for the purpose 
EXECUTIVE COM. at the previous meeting of the Ad Interim Committee, it was resolved 
MEMBERS 13-95 to invite Dr. Luther Sheo cnd Mr. Fang Fu-an es members of the Exec- 

utive Comaittce, in place of Miss Margaret Frame and the Rev. A. J. 
Gedye, who had left China. ; 


PRIVILEGES OF It wes resolved that during present meetings of the Executive Comait- 


THE FLOOR tee, all specizlly invited proxies end gucsts, together with ell 
13-96 staff secretaries, shcll have the privilege of the floor, though 
without vote. 
FINANCIAL The Rev. E. L. Ikenberry, as Acting Financiel Secretary, presented en 
REPORT audited financial statement of NCC accounts for the fiscel year 
13-97 1948-49, unc e summerized statement of receipts cnd expenditures dur- 


| ing the first six months of the current fiscal year. He also made a 
strong plea for moving tow-.rds greater self-support in Chine as regards the Council's 
own work, and for the ecrly appointment of a Chinese Financial Secretary. 
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AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION It wes resolved to propose that the following amend- 
1. AFFILIATED CHURCH BODIES ments to the NCC constitution be adopted at the next 
13-98 Biennial Meeting: in Section III, Article 12, omit 

the words "but more than five hundred." 


2. CONSTITUTION OF EXECUTIVE For Section VII, Article 25, substitute: "The National 


Committee, 13-99 Christian Council shall appoint an Executive Committee 
of not more then thirty persons, all of whom shall be 
Chinese. This Executive Committce may also co-opt missionary representatives, not 
to exceed one-third of its original membership in number, who shell have the privi- 
leges of the floor, tut no vote. The term of office shall be two yeers, but comnit- 
tee-men shall be eligible for re-election." : 


REORGANIZATION OF It was resolved that steps be taken to mcke the Commission on Life 
COMMISSION ON LIFE and Work of the Churches « clearly organized and strongly func- 
AND WORK OF THE tioning Commission, and, to this end, that the Chairman and Sec- 
CHURCHES, 13-100 retaries of the following Standing Committees of the NCC be ap- 

pointed as the members of this Commission, with power of co-op- 
tion: the Forwerd Movement Comittee, the NCCRE, Committce on Christienizing the 
Hone, Committee on Rural Work, Committee on Women's Work, Committee on Student 
Evangelism in Government Universities, Committce on Audio-Visual Aids, and Committec 
on Theologiccl Education. It was further resolved that the functions of this Com- 
mission shell be to correlcte end develop the programs promoted by its elreedy exist- 
ing Committees, «nd to recommend the setting up of eny further Stending Committces 
which it deems necessery. 


BUDGET FOR It wes resclvcd thzt, in view cf the fact that the Commission on 
COMMISSION ON Church end Human Welfare had already been set up, es suggested 
CHURCH AND HUMAN by the 1946 Bicnnial Mecting, but hed not yet been granted the 
WELFARE, 13-101 funds requested in the tudget adopted for the current year, the 

Finance Comittee be authorized to make, within the limits of 
money available, such edjustments in the total NCC budget es are necessecry to pro-- 
vide this Commission with its required operating expenses. 


MEMBERSHIP OF It wes resolved thet from now on, the principle be adopted that 
STANDING COMMITTEES «t least one-third of the members of ell Standing Comittees 
13-102 should be ective Christian laymen or lay women not employed in 


any Christian organization or instituticns. 
THE FORWARD MOVE- It wes resclved that < full-time Chinese secretcry be secured 


MENT AND SELF- for the Forward Movement, with special experience and abilities 

SUPPORT IN THE in the promotion of Christian stewardship and sclf-support. 

CHINESE CHURCH It w.s further resolved to request thet the Forward Movement Con- 
13-103 mittee from now on place a major emphasis on the teaching and 


practice of stewardship and self-support in the Chinese Christian 
Movement, co-ordineting the cctivities of all NCC departments both to this end and in 
the task of meking the NCC itself nore self-supporting. 


JOINT OFFICE IN It was resolved that e Joint Office be established in Peking by 


PEKING, 13-104 the Church bodies and national Christian organizations interested, 


to fulfil liaison functions between the Christian Movement and 
the Central People's Government, the details of this undertaking being referred to 
the Ad Interim Committee for ccnsidecration and action. 


PROPOSED NATIONAL [In recognition of the need of a National Christian Organization 
CHRISTIAN EXECUTIVE with not merely coordinating end adviscry functions, but empow- 
ORGANIZATION ered to act in certcin cdministretive capacities, it was resolv- 
13-105 ed to request the Ad Interin Committee to invite, in the name of 
the NCC, 211 Church bodics and national Christian crgenizetions 


; 
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to make a thorough study of the desirability of such a national organization, in 
order to achieve closer actuel cooperation within the Christian Movenent. 


PROMOTION OF It was resolved that, in furtherence of existing policy, the 
REGIONAL COUNCILS specific goal be ndopted of cssisting to organize or to revive 
13-106 or to strengthen the work of regionel Christian Councils or Fed- 


eretions in every provincial capital or special municipality in 
China by the end of 1950; and that this task be committed in the first instence to 
the Forward Movement Comittee, on the understanding that responsibility may be de- 
volved upon the new Comaission on the Life and Work of the Churches, as soon as the 
latter is ready to assume it. 


INGIGENITY OF THE It was resolved that all Church bodies and Christian organizati- 
CHINESE CHURCH ons cnd institutions in China, which are not yet completely 
13-107 Chinese in administration, be urged to take steps to becore as 
indigenous as possible, within the imaediate future. To this 
end, from now onwards the pcolicy-deciding organs of all Churches and Christian in- 
stitutions should be basically composed of Chinese members, and all cadnministrative 
systems should be organized on the principle of fostering a truly democratic spirit. 


ASSISTANCE FROM It was resolved that, while recognizing the cesirability cf con- 
ABROAD plete independence cn the part of the Chinese Church, the Comit- 
13-108 tee realizes the existence of too many difficulties, cas regards 

both funds ena personnel, for the Chinese Church as yet to under- 
take the full burden of its task, and therefore carnestly desires the continued help 
of Mission Boards. 


SELF -SUPPORT It wes resolved that from now cnwards all Churches which have not 
13-109 yet become fully self-sunocrting should, in accordence with the 

principle of fraternal mutual cid, and taking the estcblishnent 
of a truly independent and self-supporting Church es their ultimate objective, to- 
gether with their supporting Mission Boarus draw up « realistic plan, es conditioned 
by the practiccl realities of their situation, to achieve within e fixed period all 
necessary steps to realize this goal. 


PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON It wes resolved to request the Ad Interim Cormittce to study 
ECUMENICAL COOPERATION the question of setting up é Committee on Ecumenical Coopere- 
13-110 tion. 


NATIONAL CHRISTIAN It was resolved to approve the calling of a National Christian 
CONFERENCE 13-111 Conference, with representetives from cll Church bodies and 

nationel Christien organizations, to consider the advances which 
the Christian Movement in China is called upon to mcke in this new era. It was fur- 
ther resolved that a Preparatory Comittee for this Conference be set up, its organi- 
zation to be determined by the Ad Interin Committee. 


TEAM VISITS AND It was resolved to approve the orgenizaticn of several teams of 
REGIONAL CONFER-  § Christian leaders to visit the Churches in key cities throughout 
ENCES 13-112 the country, end to request the steff to present to the Ad Inter- 
im Committee concrete recommendctions rererding the personnel, 

itineraries, and financing of these teams. It was further resolved to approve the 
holding of Regional Ccnferences in connection with these team visits, the agenda of 
which should contain, apart from the discussion of matters of regional concern, ques- 
tions relating to the proposed Nativnal Christian Conference, such topics to be de- 
cided by the Ad Interim Committee. 
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EASTERN ASIA On the recommendation of the sub-committee appointed for this purpose 


CHRISTIAN at the last meeting of the Ad Interim Committee, it was resolved to 
CONFERENCE epprove the following list of delegates to the Eastern Asic Christian 
13-113 Conference: Dr. H. H. Tsui (Church of Christ in China), Bishop Robin 


1. DELEGATES Chen (Chung Hue Sheng Kung Hui), Dr. T. C. Bau (Chine Baptist Coun- 
cil), Rev. George K. T. Wu (with Dr. Y. C. Yang as alternate), Dr. Wu Yi-feng (with 

Mrs. Doris Pan Wang -s clternate), Rev. Peter C. C. Yu (Church Youth Worker), 

Mr. Kenneth Lee, and one further delegate to be directly invited by the’ Executive 

Secretary preparing for the Conference. It was resolved that in the event of any 

nominated delelegate being uneble to attend the Conference, the same sub-committee be 
empowered to make the necessary adjustments. 

2. MESSAGE TO It wes resolved thet e message from the Council be sent to the East- 

THE CONFERENCE ern Asia Christian Conference, ea draft to be prepared by the secre- 
13-114 terint cnd submitted to the Ad Interim Committee for approval. 


NCC PERSONNEL It wes resolved to urge upon the member Churches and organizations of 
13-115 the Council the need for their willingness to loan, as required from 
time to time by the necds of. the Council's work, some of their best 
personnel for limited terms of service with the NCC. 


FINANCE AND it was resolved to request the Ad Interim Committee to discuss et its 
PROPERTY next meeting gonercl finance and property questions relating to 
13-116 Christian Churches cnd institutions. 


PROMOTION OF PRODUCTIVE It wes resolved to approve in srimiple of c plan sutmitted 
ENTERPRISES AND by the staff for the promotion Jf menucl work in productive 
COOPERATIVES 13-117 enterprises end the organization of cooperative societies cs 

- one of the mein enphascs of NCC work during the next five 
years, but tc refer the proposed scheme to the Ad Interim Committee for further con- 
siceration. 


RESIGNATIONS : It was unanimously resolved not to accept a letter of 

1. Rev. George K. T. Wu resignaticn from the General Secretaryship submitted by 
13/118 _ the Rev. George K. T. Wu. 

2. Rev. Victor E. W. Hayward A letter heving been received from Mr. Hayward, resign- 
13-119 ing from the position of Associate General Secretary on 


the ground that this post should be filled by a Chinese, 
it wos resolved to accept Mr. Hayward's resignation from this position, but to re- 
quest him tc continue his services as a Secretary of the Council, and to serve és 
Acting Associate Gcneral Secretary pending the appointment of a Chinese Associate 
General Secretary. 
3. Mr. John Barr, 13-120 It wes resclved to refer to the Executive Comittee of 

the China Christian Educational Association c letter re- 
ceived from Mr. John Barr, resigning from the positicn of CCEA Acting Genercl Secre- 


tery. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING It wes resolved that the next meeting of the Executive Commit- 


13-121 tee be convened in Jcnuary 1950. 
SPEECH OF Dr. Y. T. Wu, who had just returned from Pcking, where he had 
DR. Y. T. WU attended the People's Pclitical Consultative Conference, report- 
13-122 ec on the steps taken to set up aon orgcanizetion to deal with 


) religicus metters uncer the Ministry of Internal Affsirs of the 
Centrel People's Government, .s well as within the set-up of the PPCC. Dr. Wu also 
spoke of the Statement to the Government being drafted by Christian representetives 
on the PPCC, and on the need for further statements in future to be addressed to all 
Christicns in Chinc, and to Christicns cbroed. He further reported on a proposal 
to set up « United Relief Organizxtion, in connection with which c meeting was to be 
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called early next year of representatives of oll relief organizations in China. 


VOTES OF THANKS The General Secretary cxpressed thanks to all members of the Execu- 


13-123 tive Commiteee fur their participetion in the meeting, and especial- 
ly to Dr. Wu Yi-fang for having teken the Chair at such short notice; 

he also thanked the guests who had attended the meeting, and Dr. Y. T. Wu, not only 
for his speech, but also fcr the work he had done on behalf of the Christian cause 
while in Peking. Mr. Wu further expressed thanks to CLS, for their kindness in pre- 
senting ccpics of their Art Calendar to all those who attended the Executive Committee 
Meeting. 4&4 vote of thanks wes proposed from the floor to all members of the NCC 
staff for their work during the pest yeer. 


The Meeting was cdjourned at 12:22 p. m., Bishop Z+ T. Kaung pronouncing 
the benediction. | 


Resoectfully submitted, 


/s/ Victor E. W. Hayward 
English Minute Secretary 


Rowlind M. Cross 
Secretcry 
China 


Foreign Missions Conference of N. A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. China-72 
Far Eastern Joint Office December 10, 1949 
_ CHINA COMMITTEE 


A THIRD MESSAGE TO ALL CHRISTIANS IN CHINA 
FROM THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN ” 
COUNCIL 
(October 1949) 
(Translated) 
Brothers cnd Sisters in Christ: 


Our country hes elre.dy entered upon « new era in its history, and <s 
Christians we should with the greatest enthusiasm give preise and glory to God for 
that ewakening of the social conscience which we see spreading day by day under the 
New Domocracy. 


Not only must the Christian Church continue to fulfil its fund«zmental task 
of loyally procluiming the Gospel; still more important is it thet the power of 
Christ shoulc be made manifest in the daily life of every believer. The Gospel of 
Christ has always had « double reference; on the one hand, it seeks to libercte every 
individuel from the sin of selfish living, while on the other, it seeks that every 
individual thus set free shall show forth by his conduct in society his obedience to 
* the will of God end the sincerity of his love for his neighbor. "Faith apart from 
works is dead." The Bibie from beginning to end exalts social righteousness, end 
testifies to God's purpose thet men should live in this world each doing his utmost, 
in accordance with his own position cnd dutics, for the well-being of the community 
at large. These various consiaerations 211 very plainly tell us that it is our 
duty to meet the demands and seize the cpportunities cf this new age in the most pos- 
itive and creative way. 


SOME FACTS OF HISTORY Although the Christian Church in China has had « history of 
little more than a hundred years, within this short period it 
has made a very real contribution to the early beginnings and humble struggles of 
this movement which hes now awakened Chine to c new destiny. To illustrate, in re- 
cent times paramount importence has been ettached to science in the reconstruction of 
the nation; it wos the Christian Church which first brought science to China. 
The foundations of democracy lie in education; it was the Christian Church which 
first promoted literature in the vernacular, and used phonetics or romanization to 
extend popular education on a vast scale. The emancipation of women end children 
represents « great need in New China; it was the Caristian Church which first advo- 
ccted education for women and girls, and ren institutions such as Infecnts' Homes, 
"Doors of Hope", Schccols for the Deaf cnd Dumb, and Day Nurseries; it was also the 
Christian Church which et the same time did its utmost to oppose cconcubinege, the 
keeping of girl slaves, the taking of children into the home to be raised as future 
daughters-in-law, end other evil customs which oppressed women. The emancipation of 
the working man has already become national policy today; it was the Christian Church 
which first promoted educction of employees <nc workmen, along with welfare projects 
for the workers. To raise the level of living of its rural people is the most ur- 
gent duty of an agriculturcl nation; again, it was the Christian Church which first 
promoted educaticn in egriculture and forestry, tried out farmers' loans, and made 
experiments in rural reconstruction. This succession of historical facts, as far as 
the Christian Church itself is concerned, sinply lies within the sphere of those 
things which the Church ought tc do, and the purpose of mentioning the various items 
just listed is to urge the Church today tc yet preater effort cs, in positive accord 
with the Christian Gospel, it edvances further along the path hitherto trodden of 
seeking the welfere of the common poople, with a united world and the manifestation 
of God's Kingdom as its ultinmcte objectives. 
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THE CHURCH'S CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIETY We Christians form an extremely small part cf 

the whole populaticn of the country, and the 
nunber of our Churches certainly cannot be reckoned as very large. The various 
above-nentioned enterprises in which the Church his been engaged have but served as 
pioneering projects or as examples for future initetion, and the Church hes been un- 
able to undertake responsibility for service on any vast scale. In recent years, 
moreover, scientific research and socicl work in Chine have mace daily advance, so 
that whether as regards quality or as regards extent, the contributicn made by the 
Church has on all sides been surpassec. The Church not only views this fact with- 
out the slightest dismay, tut feels the keenest joy, since the function of the Heav- 
enly Kingcom among men, originally likened to that of yeast set in the dough, is the 
task of showing the wey and of setting things cfoot. Beth now and in the future the 
Church will of course gladly exert its utmost endeavors, under the leadership of the 
People's Government, to fulfil the responsibilities it bears as u People's Organiza- 
tion, continuing its service to the people and energetically pushing forward its pio- 
neering work. Tc give examples, the Ccllege and Middle Schecls established by the 
Church, and particularly the Colleges, are in a majority among the private education- 
al institutions of the whole country, while their faculties are not wanting in schol- 
ars and experts of renown both within the country and abroad. These Christian 
Schcols all desire to fcllow the lines of national policy and the lead given by the 
People's Government, and to make constant improvement in the content of their teach- 
ing, end corrections in their methods  «f School management, in the hope of supple- 
menting what is inadequate es regards Govermient schcols, and of upbuilding young 
men and women with the abilities and character needed everywhere throughout the 
country. The 200 and more hcespitels run by the Christian Church, scattered in vari- 
ous towns both large and small throughout the country, still comprise et least one- 
half of the medicel services of the whole country. Fer the present, these hospitels 
must shoulder e heavy responsibility for the heeling and prevention of disease, while 
in the future they mey beccme the foundetion of an entirely netionrlized medical ser- 
vice. In the field of social welfare the Church hes «411 along been active, and from 
now onwards, if it is granted permissicn and guidence from the Government, it cen act 
through countless village Christicn communities, and through experienced social ser- 
vice organizations such es the YMCA and YWCA, in continuing to give a leed in the 
tasks of social reconstruction. 


THE CHURCH'S SELF-EXAMINATION In this new situation in which it finds itself, the 

Church should readily accept criticism, and engage in 
its cwn self-exaninaticn. We mst discover our feults, and truly repent of them; on 
no account are we to pride ourselves on our pivnecring progressiveness, or with self- 
satisfactivn to blow our own trumpets with regard to such small achievements as we 
have made in the pest. We must, mcreover, develo» pusitive plans: as regards person- 
nel, to train far mere leaders of yet higher quality; cs regards finence, tc hasten 
on to real implementation of independence and self-support; es regards social right- 
eousness, courageously tc make c determined struggle against the inequities cf the 
econcmic order and egeinst soci: 1 evils; cs regards property, tc make the fullest use 
of space available, permitting neither waste nor neglect; and as regards social serv- 
ice and reccnstruction, in every wey tc strive towards making complete the Christian's 
distinctive contribution. Apert frcm these things, the Church should stimulate 
every individual believer, irrespective of whetever class to which he belongs, to wel- 
come as a citizen, along with his fellow-countrymen throughout the whole country, the 
advent cf these great times, and to cssist, each in his own place and tc the linit of 
his strength, in bringing to fulfilment the tesks of reconstruction of this new era. 
Our doctors, nurses, teachers and sccicl workers need to develop a yet greater spir- 
it of service and sense cf social mission. Our city end rural pastors and cvangol- 
ists need better training in social service. Our Churches must put themselves posi- 
tively behind the movement for increased production, and raise the people's standard 
of living; they must teke a ceeper interest in farners ond laborers, and those in 
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society who are in specicl neec of help, they mst demonstrate within the life of 
their own fellowship the spirit of Christian equality, love and mutual aid; beth 
within anc without the Church they mst sudport 211 kinds cf co-operative organiza- 
tions and mcvements. They must seek to bring mcre abundant life, both spiritual and 
materiel, to their own members end to all the people they serve. Tc sum up, the 
Christian Church in Chine must serve the people--individuals, small groups, and the 
maisses--with Christian faith, in Christian love. While it is in the werld, and 
while the world lasts, the Church must nvt for a moment cease its effort, by strenu- 
ous struggle, self-denying sacrifice and devout preyer, to bring society es well es 
indivicuels neerer to Ged, for this is the hope which God sets upon mankind. 


Mey the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love cf Guc, and the commnion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you ell, bth now and forever. Amen. 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretery 
China Committee 


¢ 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N. i. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Far Eastern Joint Office China-73 
ore CHINA COMMITTEE Decenber 10, 1949 


A MESSAGE FROM CHINESE CHRISTIANS TO 
MISSION BOARDS ABROAD 


& new chapter in the history of Chins has begun; 4 new era has dewned. 
A new "People's Government" has been born uncer the leadership of the Chinese Comm- 
nist Perty, with the cooperation of all the revolutionary elements in the country, 
and with the avowec common purpose of putting into execution the political, social 
end economic principles of the New Democracy. Historically, the new era is the cul- 
mination of e century's struggle against external exploitetion and centuries of inter 
nal feudalistic oppression. It is the main rilestone in the netion's struggle for 
national unity, independence end democrecy. From now on, & new political concept, « 
new philosophy, ea new creed end a new mode of living will be instilled into the mss- 
es of the people with « vigor thet is hitherto unknown. Much of Chine's traditional 
heritage will be rigorously scrutinizec, anc, if neec be, ciscearded3 meny new and far- 
reaching policies will be put into execution. Likewise, much of western culture - 
that hes been introduced in recent yocrs will be re-exanined and shorn of its unde- 
sirable elements. Out of this will be born a new China, radically different from 
the China of olc. Compcrec with the present monent, the change of dynasties in the 
4,000 years have little significcence; the revolutions of 1911, of 1927, and the war 
of resistance cre but wevelets in the rapids of tine. From such & change there is 
no turning, and at such « time dichzrdness hes no plece. 


We Christians in Chine feel the urgent necessity of re-examining our work 


—eand our relationship with the olcer churches cbroed in the light of this historical 


change in Chine. We need not re-excmine our faith, for our funcamenteal feith in 
Christ is not to be shaken, end uncer the New Democracy, freedom of religious faith 
is definitely stipuleted in the adopted nationsl policy. It is also needless for us 
to relate here what the Christicn movement in China hes accomplished, nor neec we 
stress at the present juncture what share cur Christian friencs abroad have contrib- 
uted to that achievement. These are matters of history anc of our common knowledge. 
Whatever true echievements we hac inade in the past will clways stand the test of 
time, and will be our assets cs we go forwerd into the future. Nevertheless, many 
of our Christiens here and still meny others outside the Christian folc are not aware 
of this. It is our duty to see to it that they ere rightly informed. But we co 
feel the necessity of inviting your serious attention to whet is happening now to our 
Christicn work, the chellenge that is upon us, end what changes of policy cnc in our 
generel relationships that demanc cereful consideration «nd reecjustment. Such a 
change es described above will affect our work in a deeper way than we realize. 

We should not be tempted by any wishful thinking, particularly those of us end those 
of you whose thinking end planning heve such great be:.ring on whet our future course 
will be, and how effective our future contributions might become. 


Just at present, there do exist scitterea abnormal conditions where reli- 
gious ectivitics have cpparently been interferec with. Such is to be expected dur- 
ing the first days of the revolution, cnd can be attributec to the misunderstanding 
of the lower ranks of the politicel workers who do not have a full grasp of the reel 
government policy in regerd to religious bodies. We have the hope that this weve 
of abnormalicy will soon pess, cnc proper conditions will be ostablished in due time. 
We ars confident you wiil be eble to adopt the same view on what is happening now and 


_ will not be aweyec by the momentary eddics of the present. 


In cddition to these momentary surges of abnormalcy, there does exist some 
ceep-rooted feeling on the part of the communists that the Chinese church hes been 
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intimetely related to imperialism and cepitcrlisu. It is 6 fact thet the Christian 
Church in China in the pest hes been entuznglec with the unequal treaties imposed up- 
on China under curess, it did enjoy certsin special privileges accruing fron then. 
It is also a fact that the churches in China heve hed close connections with the 
churches in Britein and America in personnel end financial support. Jt is also ea 
fact that the cmrch life end organizetion here in China hes been modeled after the 
pattern in Britain and Americe. Tracitions of denominaticnalism have been imported 
anc taken root here. Much of the church cdministration is still in the hends of 
missionaries, and in many instances church policies sre still ceterminec by the nis- 
Sion boards abroad. We do realize and so wish to assert thet missionary work in 
China never had any direct relationship with governnental policies; mission funds 
have always been contkibuted by the renk and file cf common ordinary Christiens and 
churck menbers; missionaries have been sent here for no other purpose than to preach 
the Christian gospel of love, end to serve the neecs of the Chimese people. 

The central Christian motivation will not and can never be questioned, but these 
other social implications cen very easily give rise to misuncerstancing anc accusa- 
tion. We do clso realize that many of our missionary frienus cond many of the lead- 
ing members of mission boerdcs have been cw.re of the unfortunate political involve- 
ments in the pest «nc heave done whot they coulc under the circumstances towarcs 
their correction. We also reclize thet you do sincerely believe in the establish-~ 
ment of truly Chinese indigenous churches, controlled snd administered by the Chinese 
Christicns. The time hes come fcr us to relivuble cur efforts in making our policies 
articulate cnd unmistakable, anc to mekc concrete plans for their realization. 


We cre not unmindful of the chellenges and difficulties lying cheacd in a * 
more fundamental way. Just how the Christicn gospel can be witnessed to in « clime 
that is, by virtue of its ideology. funccnentclly mterialistic and etheistic pre- 
sents « challenge stronger than ever before. Whatever the external ciine may be, 
the burden fails upon us Christi-ns to demonstrate the efficiency and sufSiciency of 
the gospel as exemplificd in the life of Christ. Theat the gospel is in itself both 
efficacious and sufficient will stanc on its own truth. Many of the metiocs may be 
tine-worn. Some of the channels t« which we have been accustomed may be closed. 

The challenge is tc find othor nethocs that are timely and other channe)s thet cre 
lying open. If we are challenged in the command "Love thy neighbor «s thyself" in 
its full prectical epplications of everycay individual living, in its social applica- 
tions of community life, then we ought to be ready to cccept that challonge and find 
meens for its demonstration. If others are showing the wey how to take up the cross 
of hardship and secrifice that we have lcic down, then we should be ready to take it 
up egeéin. If we have allowec our petty differences to divice us, if we have been 
too jealous of our own prerogatives, if we have clung too herd to our time-worn tra- 
ditions, then let us take up the challenge to forget our differences, our spheres of 
influence, and to unite our efforts in truly creative work. The benner of the Cross 
has never been easy to carry end it will not be easy in the new era of China. 

More than ever before, the genuine Christicn spirit imst shine forth in its true 
light regardless of the ornanents in which it is clothed. 


Heretofore, the Chinese church hes been keeping itself aloof from the polit- 
ical torrents thet surged around it. The new philosophy considers that all phases 
of life must necessarily come under the influence of politics in dontradistinction to 
the traditional Protestant view of the separation between church and state. Ine 
world where political influences play such an important part anc affect our lives 
and work so extensively, it is a challenge how the church es an instituticn end Chris- ‘ 
ticns as citizens in society can perform their Christisn functions and discharge 
their duties tc society at the same tinue. In arezs of social service anc education 
we “shall heve to accept the leacership cf the government ena conform with the gener- 
al pattern of service, organization and ceduinistration. Just how these new adcjust- 
ments are to be mece, is for the Chinese churches to determine. We heve our privi- 
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leges as Christian believers. We xlso have cur duties to perforn es Chinese citi- 
zens anc Chinese social organizations. 


Specificclly, we wish to invite vour attention tc three fundamental points 
of future policy: , 
1. The authority of policy ceterninetion and financial edministretion must pass over 
to Chinese ieccership wherever it hos not yet been done. Dcfinite steps mst be 
taken for its realization. The principle of self-support mst be reiterated and . 
steps taken for its fincl consunmnmetion. 


2. &s regards the future position of missicnaries, we would like to state: 

a) There is nothing in principle which mekes the future position cf the nissionzry 
untenable, or rencers his service ynunecessary. On the contrary, there is e definite 
challenge to work ana serve uncer advei'se circumstances, anc tc bear witness to the 
ecumenical fellowship. Even thcugh circumstences may render ective participation 


difficult, the mere presence of the missionery will give erticulate expression to 


the Christien quelity of our fellowship which transcends all differences and defies 
obstacles. 


b) The future contribution of the missionzry will lie clong lines of special ser- 
vice projects, and not clong cdministretive lines. Tc BE, to SHARE, and to LIVE 
will be a significant contribution in itself. 


c) The nissionary, from now on, will be living ond working in « setting thet is 
entirely foreign to the new comer. Difficult physiccl and mental readjustments will 
be denanded from him. We deen’it cur duty to stete sone of the important adjust- 
ments so far as we can pess our judgments at the present tine, so that you may be 
properly advised in your endeavor to enlist the services of missionaries to the China 
fielc.. 


The missionary will be pl<ced@ in a politicel environnent mech different 


from the one he is cccustomec to. It is necessary thet he should have an open mind 


and have due sympathy with unc encecvier to understend the political and sociszl trends 
now operating in China. To learn and tc know is to be stressec more then ever be- 
fore. 


The nissionary will be living in an economical environment, whose stenderd 
of living is much lower then the one he is <ccustomed to, «nd in which practice of 
custerity will be the rule rether than the exception for some time to come. | 
He shoulc be preperec to share in the general econonic struggles of the people among 
whom he lives anc whom he tries to serve. 


Travel is likely to be restricted. The missionary should be prepered to 
be located in one place more or less permanently during his term of service. 
As @ rule, his work will be more intensive than extensive. 


. Adjustment for families is likely to preve more difficult. Clesr under- 
standing should be reachec beforehand to avoid difficulties arising from naladjust- 
nents. 


3. Regarding finencial support, there is ncthing in principle that prevents its con- 
tinuance. It is understocd thet tiission funds ere still welcome provicec no strings 
are attached. It is to be stressed here, however, that such finenciel support should 
be regarded as teporery in naturc, and it is the duty of the Chinese church to build 
up its own support és seucn :s circumstances permit. An uncerstending needs to be 
reached between the Chincse church anc the mission boards concerned, based upon the 
principle of self-support on the one hand, end a realistic evaluation of the problem 
on the other. 
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The Christian movement will have its due place in the future Chinese 
society and will have a genuine contribution to make. Its future road will not be a 
bed of roses. To build a new netion of the ruins of the old will not be easy, 
neither will it be easy to tild a genuinely Chinese Christian movement. Difficult 
as it is, the task will be easier if we can clear away some of the unnecessary 
obstacles in the way which we ourselves can remove. The Chinese church will not 
emerge through this historical chenge unaffected. It will suffer a purge, and many 
of the withered branches will be ecmputated. But we believe it will emerge stronger 
and purer in quality, a more fitting witness to the gospel of Christ. 


Signed: 

H. H. Tsui Y. G. Chen S. J. Chuan 

Wang Pei-Djen Tsu-Ying Hu Mason Lew 

Wu Yi-Feng Lin Pu Chi H. C. Ling 

George K. T. Wu J. Usang Ly Chester S. Miao 

M. L. Young Luther Shao J. H. Sun 

Z. T. Keung Tsai Kwei Lau-Tsung Tsu 
Y. C. Tu 


NOTES ON SIGNATORIES — 


Rev. Dr. H. H. Tsuis* Gen. Sec. General Assombly, Church of Christ in China 

Miss Wang Pei-djen: Christian Middle School Principal; Board member, Net'l Com. YWCA 

Dr. Wu Yi-fang:* Pres. Ginling College (for women); former Chrmn of NCC; specially in- 
vited to attend recent People's Political Consultative Conference 

Rev. George K. T. Wu: Gen. Sec., National Christian Council of China 

Mrs. M. L. Young*: Christian educator 

Bishop Z. T. Kaung*: Bishop in Peking for the North China area, Methodist Church 

Dr. Y. G. Chen: President, University of Nanking 

Dr. T. Y. Hu*: Gen. Sec. of Christiiun Literature Society; active Christian laymen 

Rev. Lin Pu-chi: Asst. Sec., Gen. Cynod Centrel Office of znglican Communion 

Dr. J. Usang Ly*: Chairmen of Boards of Net'i Com. YMCA and CLS; active layman of 

Society of Friends; former Pres. Nat'l Chiao-Tung University 

Rev. Dr. Luther Shao*: Gen. Sec., Churches of Christ (Disciples) 

Miss Tsai Kwei*;: Gen. Sec., National Committee of YWCA 

Mr. J. S. Chuan*:; Vice-Chrmn Board, Nat'l Com. YMCA; active Christian laymen 

Mr. Mason Lew: Well-known Christian layman, active in YMCA and welfare work 

Dr. H. C. Ling: Gen. Sec., Council of Christian Publishers 

Dr. Chester S. Miao: Gen. Sec., Nat'l Com. for Christicn Religious Education in 

Chine; Gen. Sec. for Field Service in East Asia, World Council 
of Christian Education. 

Mr. J. H. Sun: Banker; active Christien laymen 

Miss L. T. Tsu (Mrs. Meson Lew): Christian education; Board member, Nat'l Com. YWCA 

Dr. Y¥. C. Tu¥*: Gen. Sec., Nat'l Com. YMCA: former Pres. of St. John's University 

*Momber of NCC Executive Committee 


Rowlend M. Cross 
Secretary 
Chine Committee 
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China Situation 
Informal Conference 
December 5, 1949 - 12:15 - 2:00 P.M. - Room 503 


Some of the members reported news received from China: 


REFORMED Letters dated the middle of November from Amoy which came by way of 
BOARD Hongkong indicated that they had been throngh some terrible ex- 

periences. Eleven missionary residences have been damaged but 
missionaries escaped personal injury...Foreigners not allowed to leave the city... 
Students run the schools, dictate to the teachers...All schools and all churches 
and hospitals open so far. | 


BAPTIST Letters received from Swatow area indicate things are going on 
BOARD normally. Not getting any letters in to West China. 
cws Mr. Henry was making a desperate effort to get to Hongkong to meet 


Mr. Vaught but did not dare leave for fear of not getting back. The 
American Advisory Committee has changed its name to Church World Service and ceble 
address has also been changed to Church Service. 


Mr. Trevor Bowen who was for ahout fifteen years Controller of the 
Peking Union Medical College and wno has recently returned from China was introduced 
and he gave his opinion regarding the advisability of foreigners remaining in China. 
Mr. Bowen felt that missionaries and in fact all foreigners should leave China at 


“this time and wait for e definite invitation from the new government to return. Xe 


felt that the presence of missionaries in’China ot this time was an embarrassment to 
Chinese Christians and may be the cause of international friction. 


Other news items received in recent letters, reports and statements 


from China: ‘ 

TAICHOW "What about our work since ‘liberation’? Work in the hospital con- 
KIANGSU tinues to be regular, steady, important and extremely helpful to 
Sept.1949 thousands who come for the relief of suffering. It is filled with 


in-patients and has more than 100 in the Gut-petient department clinic deily...The 
church work is largely in the hands of the Chinese...Chinese think it best for me 
not to do public preaching, because the New Deal is so sensitive to foreign influence 
at this time, particularly American...We are beginning to get Chinese ministers into 
the rural districts and that is important. 


SHANGHAI "Let me describe briefly the more favorable and less favorable aspects 
Sept.1949 of the present situction as I see it: 
More favorable: 

1. The excellent organization and discipline of the Communist army, setting 
a new standard in China. 

2. The hard-working, sacrificial spirit of Communist military offiers and 
political officials, also of the rank and file of Communist workers. 


————- 3. The strong and effective attack made on graft and corruption in govern- 
ment end business circles. 

4. The spirit of equality among all classes and groups that js being en- 
couraged, with correspondingly less favoritism to the wealthy and powerful. 

5. The daily expressed concern (I shall not try to judge how sincere this is) 
for the common people, the farmers, the laborers and the unprivileged. 
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6. The opposition to imperialism, colonialism, aggression and war-mongering in 
the international field. 

7. The emphasis upon agricultural and industrial production, upon improvement of 
economic standards for all thi people, and upon economic planning for all eam,” 

8. Stabilization of prices. : 

9. The tremendous dynamic drive in the whole revolutionary movement, enthusiasm of 
the leaders and broad appeal to the masses and intelligentsic to cooperate in build- 
ing a new China. 

10. The stimulating challenge of this revolution to the Church, to bear a brave 
witness to Christian faith ond to carry out a. broader program of Christian social 
service. 

Less favorable: 

1. Restriction of civil libertics. 

2. New trends toward dictatorship and police state methods. 

3. Economic depression and increasing unemployment (this may be due to temporary 
conditions of the transition period, the Nationalist blockade and -bombings, summer 
floods over large areas, etc.) 

4. Strictly controlled and Russian-slanted press and radio. 

5. Blighting effect of "thought control." 

6. Close alliance with the Soviet Union and increasing domination of Manchuria 
by the Russians. 

7. Regimentation of all education and compulsory courses on Marxist philosophy. 

8. Association of missionary work and missionaries with imperialism, aggression, 
exploitation, etc., and often unfair anti-western and anti-American propaganda. 

9. Materialist view of universe snd history, atheistic bias in the basic Marxist- 
Leninist ideology. 

10. Fostering of bitter hatred egainst 211 who disagree in any way with the new 
regime or its philosophy. : 

ll. Persecution of churches ~nd church work especially in certain provinces and in 
large rural arens, and the consequent weckening of the Christian movement. 

The Communist newspapers are making much of the failure of American policy in 

“~China, as evidenced in the White Paper on China. Our most serious failure or missed 
opportunity has been not in the diplomatic but the ideological field. We have not 
convinced oa large and influenti:l group in China of the value of political democracy 
and representative government, civil rights and the 'four freedons,' oa social welfare 
program based upon the will of the majority and achieved by wise and constructive 
measures, cooperation between all nations, and Christian civilization. Now China 
enters a period of powerful Russian and Marxist influence, and the opportunity of 
Western countries and friends hos diminished. Some day this great land and people 
will swing back to a middle road, but only after years of further struggle and 
suffering. Let us be very patient with China and the Chinese, maintain our historic 
friendship with them and good will for them, and try to set China an example of a 
truly democratic, peace-loving and Christin nation." 


CHINESE CHURCHES Henry D. Jones, who came to China more than 18 months ego under 
PUSH WORK AMONG the auspices of the Presbyterian board to establish the NCC's Com. 
LABOR (RNS-6/1/49) on Christian Service in Industrial Relations, believes the first 
phase of his work-arousing the churches to the need of Christian 
service in industry-has been accomplished. The Committee's work is now entering its 
second phase-the task of furnisning the right materials for the program the churches 
are now prepared to carry out. Jones has just returned from a trip to West China. At 
Chungking he said he found «a number of labor leaders who were Christians, and the 
churches already carrying on considerable work in the factories. At Chengtu, which he 
reached on May 1, China's traditional Labor Day, he asked labor leaders if a church 
group might attend the scheduled Labor Day rally. Informed that the rally had been 
alled off by government order, he told the labor chiefs: "All right, the churches are 
ving Labor Dey Sunday programs; join us in the churches and observe the day." They 
did...Following « meeting of the executive committee of his group here (Shanghai), 
Jones said it was decided to develop a general handbook, songs for workers, Christian 
tracts for workers, a life of Chri and ather adyeetinnel antericic, on the 
' general history of the labor movement. 
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reason to hope that for a period at least there will be encouragement for such volun—'| 
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DANISH The Danish Mission still (November, 1949) has several missions in 
MISSION Menchuria. The Danish Hospital at Siuyen has been taken over by the 
Communists (rented, or borrowed for a certain number of years) but 
that was because there was no doctor there and the hospital was empty. At Mukden 
they have also "rented" the hospital, but the Chinese Church work is going on there 


‘and in several of the other cities in Manchuria, although on a limited basis. 


ECUMENCIAL "The Communist government and missionaries of the Church of Scotland 
PRESS SERVICE have agreed to joint operation of the latter's medical school and 
Oct. 1949 teaching hospital at Mukden, China. This move may "foreshadow a 

radical change in the teaching programs of all similar institutions 
in China, said Dr. T. L. Liu, dean of the school. 

"Under the new teaching progrem, the school expects to turn out 1,500 
graduates yearly, instead of from twenty to twenty-five, as formerly. 

"'Tt is mass production to meet China's tremendous need for doctors, 
particularly in the rural areas,' Dr. iu Said. ‘It is radical, but it is realis- 
tic. The plan has already been treid out in Harbin on a somewhat smaller scale, tut 
Mukden will be the testing ground for all China.! 

"According to the new plan, the Communist government will assume the 
entire financial responsibility for the hospital and school. Dr. Liu, who had come 
to Shanghai to recruit new teachcrs, reported that all the present personnel have 
been retained, including seven British missionaries. 

"The medical course at Mukden has been cut from six years to four. 
Instead of pursuing a general course first and then concentrating on his special 
field, the student will specialize from the beginning. 

"Some missionaries are not too happy over the new plan, Dr. Liu said, 
but they are 'secing it through.’ He explained that the staff must be increased, 
lecture halls enlarged, and more teaching equipment found." 


LETTER FROM "Since Mey 18 I have been living on the CIM compound with ny 
T.S.OUTERBRIDGE M.D. family; cccupying temporarily the doctor's flat and being re- 
SHANGHAI, OCT. 1949 sponsible for care of mission steff in nursing home and daily 

| clinics; this occupies about one half of my time, or less, and 
the rest has been filled with efforts to keep CCMW, IRC, and related agencies going 
on behalf of Christian medical work cs a whole. The possibilities of eventual de- 
velopment of our long cherished plans on behalf of IRC under new conditions are still 
uncertain; there will doubtless have to be some modifications but there is some 
tary welfare agencics. 

"The CCMW is carrying on, and owes especial thanks to Dr. K. C. Wang 


' for his faithfulness and steady work during < very difficult period. It is thought 


possible that the long cherished link with CMA may be broken by insistence of new 
conditions, and the CCMW have to stand alone or in direct relation only with NCC. 
Final decision on this point will probably not be known till after the bennial con- 
ference of the CMA which twice postponed has now been called for Februcry next. 
Whether retaining association with CMA or not, there remains important work for CCMW 
to do on behalf of Christinn medical work in China ag;e whole, and we are most 
anxious to do all possible to assure its healthy continuance. You will know that the 
Council has voted not again to invite a foreign secretary unless his or her support 
is guaranteed by the supporting mission or in some way which does not involve the 
CCMW budget. Efforts are being made to raise increasing support for the Council in 
China, but it will be a long time, if ever, before the Council will be.able to afford 
to pay a foreign secretary on mission scale, plus necessary travel, from its own 


local budget. 

"Dr. Wang's “fiealtti,is worsening and he is very anxious to resign. To 
date we have failed to find a successor for hin. It is very desirable tht we have 
a Chinese as Executive Secretary under present conditions, but difficult to find a 
suitable man both willing and free to accept appointment. It has been suggested that 
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I might serveusefully to bridge the presently impending gap, in the capacity of 
assistant or associate secretcery; I am proposing to step down from the chairmanship, 
in any event, as soon as possible, and hope to get a Chinese chairman appointed. I 
am not looking for a job for myself, there are plenty of them about, but would be 
willing to do this if there is general agreement that it is needed and necessary sup- 
port can be found from abroad. I have written of the matter to Stanley Dixon and 


also to my own mission board." 


NOTES FROM "The following information comes from a Chinese Ghristian student who 

YOUNG CHINESE spent several months in4a Communist Political School. This particular 

CHRISTIAN student came out of tle “School deeply troubled about the relationship 

NOV. 1949 of his Christian faith with Communist thought and methods. His re- 
marks will give some indication of what Christians are facing in the 

new order. | 

Concerning religion the students were taught: 

1. The fact that the primitive mind cannot understand and explain the origins and 

causes of things eccording to natural scientific laws, hence it invents religious 


supernatural explanations. 


2. Simple-minded folk often cannot see that religion has evolved as a social 
phenomenon among other things according to scientific sociological laws. Hence they 
attribute it to supernatural truth and power. 


3. People in the past have not beon able to resist successfully the oppression of 
the upper classes. Hence, they invent religious solutions to their dilemma leading 
to an other-wordly escape. Naturally, the upper classes encourage this process. 


They then proceed to explain the stages of history and the failure of Jesus Christ — 


to understand this: 
The stages of history are, 1. primitive communism; 2. slavery; 3. feudalism; 4. 
competitive capitalism; 5. socialisn. 


Religion arose in the period of primitive communism but soon assumed other functions 
in later periods. Christianity did in its creative period attack slavery, but it did 
not understand the laws of social development. It was here that Jesus made his great 
mistake. He tried to leap directly from a slave society to the Kingdom of God. 
Naturally this revolution was dialecticelly unsound and so it did not work. In fact, 
all that resulted was a return to primitive communism in the early Christian Church. 
It attempted to retreat into a past period to solve the social problems; it did not 
understand social development. 


In later periods, Christianity, although opposed to slavery was used and exploited by 
the feudal lords in order that they might remain in control of society. 


The period of capitalism sees Christianity in its greatest hypugrisy. Capitalists 
themselves do not believe in God. If they did, they would not oppress the people. 
However, they pretend to believe in order to get the workers and other proletariat 
to accept these superstitions. Tha result is that the proper social dynamic of the 
proletariat that should go into change is drawn off into religion and the Church. 
Therefore, their problems receive religious rather than social solutions. For ex- 
ample, if a man craves activity, he can find it in the Church. If he has sinned, the 
Church offers to remove it. If he has a conflict of thought or of heart, the Church 
offers spiritual peace. The purpose of oll this is to keep the people away from 
social thought and social change. . 


Ansmers to some questions: 
- Are not some schools of Christianity progressive? Im one sense, yes. But their 


reforms are empty ideal socialism. They refuse to believe in the existence of classes 
and other evil forces. Peace to them is a nebulous ideal doctrine of love. They 
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fail to recognize the wolf when they sec hin. i 


Can a Christian believe in the New Democracy? Yes, a Christian can believo in the 


New Democracy, but he cannot bo an ofticial worker in the party or the government. . 
If a Christian is to enter into the building of the New Democracy he must recognize 


certain facts about the social effects of Christianity,-e.g. that it has been used 
in the past by exploiting classes to control the exploited: that it has prevented 


the solution of this-wordly problems by othner-worldy promises. 
If religion is anti-scientific, why are so many scientists religious? The scientists 


in capitalist countries-are of the upper classes. They are the ones who have access 
to scientific knowledge. They combine science and idealism and therefore do not 


allow real science to spread among the people. 


oes science support the idea of 2 God? Not To believe in a transcencant God is to 
Violate scientific truta. If God is an objective reality, did he direct Christians 
to support feudalism and capitalism? why are there so many denominations? These 
prove that Christians cannot agree among themselves about God. Therefore, God can- 
not objectively exist. 


Christians believe in love. Is that not good? Christians talk about love, but do | 
not act on it. Communists apply love by removing classes and therefore allowing 
love to function. Christians prey and tell people to repent. Can you tell a tiger 
to repent? Not You must remove him as e menace. Christians talk of service, but 
in fact they serve only the upper classes. But Christians are wrong in saying that 
hatred is central to Marxism. It is simply that evil combines so intimately with 
some people in their social life that the people and the sin cannot be separated. 


Finally: 

Christianity has been at work for two thousand years, Marxism (in China) for twenty- 

os ge years. Compare the accomplishments of the two and decide which is the better, 
hence the more true. } 


Religion is wrong in its basic faith and nature. Its wrongness is not peripheral or 
a It is not something which can be finally removed by reforms, (social 
evil). 


Christian rural service in the country donfuses class distinctions. It blurs the 


fundamental issues by preaching love, forgiveness, and hence, reducing the farmers 


will to resist the landlord and accomplish the revolution. There are only two 
classes in rural arecs of China,-the people and the landlords. Communist policy is 
not going to immediately remove the landlords, but it is going to strengthen the 
people's class feeling. Christian attitudes in rural areas confuse and hinder this 
policy. Therefore it is bad." | 


REPORT COM. “Completing the trip to the western cities in the first weck of May the 
CHRISTIAN Secretary returned to Shanghai to be met with schedules that called 
SERVICE IN for a summer of teaching in conferences in Fooshow, Swatow, Amoy and 
INDUSTRIAL Canton, but before the end of the month the war had engulfed Shanghai 
RELATIONS and plans head to be completely changed. The Committee improved the 
Sept. 1949 opportunity by writing to six Theological Seminaries asking whether 
they had students that would like to spend eight summer weeks in the 
factories of Shanghai. Twenty students responded and with the cooperation of the 
steff at Yangtsepoo Social Centre we carried on a Ministers-in-Industry Project. All 
day in the factory, and nights discussing their experiences as well as solving pro- 
blems, making visits to interesting institutions and studying various approaches to 
the industrial workers was the program(Six page bulletins giving the personal ex- 
periences of the young theologues in the Ministers—in-Industry Project has been 


CHINA-74 


“Yeceived and ean be seen for the asking unless somebody else has it). It was a full 


two months filled with disappointments, discouragements, much new learning and a 
new sense of fellowship with new friends. Another Conference for a similar period 
was scheduled in which we happily cooperated. It was planned for church workers 
and pastors, who had left their homes bel’ore tie People's Army moving southward to 
Shanghai. Now these workers necded to go back to their old homes, but they could 
not go back to be supported by the Church, therefore it was important that they 
learned new ways of supporting their families; stocking knitting, towel weaving, 
soap making, tailoring. But not only new ways of making a living, also new ways of 
carrying the message of the Church into the shop, into the home, into the small work 
group in a factory. 

"The Committee's most serious task et the present moment is searching for 
a Chinese Christian to be its Secretary. So much depends on the choice and develop- 
ment of the right man to carry on this work today." 


The Ministers—in-Industry Project held a Training Conference for Theologi- 
cal students in industricl situctions in the summer of 1949. Six theological semi- 
narics in the Shanghai-Nenking areca were asked if they had tivo or more students who 
would be willing to spend eight weeks in factories in Shanyhai. Two seminaries re- 
sponded and plans were made with the Yangtsepoo Social Centre, tie only Christian 
Social Centre in Chine that has ec full-time union secretary on its staff for carry- 
ing forward the project. In spite of difficulties due to shortage of work in some 
factories because of the blockade of the port of Shanghai, and to long strikes in 
other places where students were cssigned, the results were worth-while for those 
who had the opportunity to labor in the factories and to visit workers’ homes, and to 
attend lectures which introduced vericus metiiods of industrial evangelism. The re- 
ports of six of the students,giving their individual experiences,are interesting but 
we do not have the space to mimeograph them. If any one wishes to see the original 
copy, please ask me for it. 


Rowlend M. Cross 


Secretary 
Chinn Committee 
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Frank T. Cartwright, Chairman, China Committee 


(December 28, 1949 issve Far Eastern Survey) 
(American Institute of Pacific Relations) 


Two movements characterized by conflicting ideologies and by evangelistic 
fervor confront each other in China. One “.s governmental, political, economic; the 
other is primarily concerned with the inner lives of individuals but has a deep con- 
cern for their social and economic surroundings, an interest which has become more 
pronounced in recent decades. The former mcvement is Communism, the latter Christi- 


anity. 


Many people are asking: "What is haxpening to the Christian crurches in 
the Communist areas of China? How are Western missionaries and Chinese Christians 
faring? In particular what has happened to the special interest of the Church in 
human welfare? Can the distinctive lojyeities of Christianity be preached and lived 
under present conditions - loyalty to God and the individual conscience as dominate 
above all other loyalties, and loyalty to the principle of the brotherbood of all 
men of all races? jhat policies have been adopted and followed by the Boerds of 
Missions in the sending countries in Europe and on tis continent?" 


In attempting to answer briefly such questions, certain limitations are 
self~imposed. First, no attempt will be made here to answer for the Roman Catholic 
Church. Its missionaries and Chinese priests and nun; have suffered muci: from the 
Chinese Communists in recent years, and that Church his a well-defined policy toward 
Communism itself and toward the Church's work in Commumist—governed China. Second, 
this article will consider only the church work in China related to Protestant mis- 
sion boards and societies in the United States and Canada. And finally there is the 
obvious limitation of time; the statements made herein are as of early November and 
radical changes both in conditions in China and in the policies of the boards may 
occur even before the article appears in print. 


Probably the first focus of American intereet lies in the missionaries from 
the United States and Canada. What proportion of these are still at work in the 
parts of China where the Central People's Government is in control, and what pro- 
portion have returned to their home lands? When the "General Gordon" sailed from 
Shanghai on September 25 with the most recent group of returnees, it brought among 
its 1,222 passengers only 66 adult missionaries from North America. 


A fairly accurate estimate of Protestant China missionaries from all 
countries states that the number at the postwar peak was 4,062, of whom 780 were on 
furlough in their own lands. Well over half of these were from North America. The 
most reliable figure for those who are now at work in Communist-controlled Chine and 
the present small Nationalist area is approximately 2,000. Presumably, 1,100 or 
more of these are from this continent. Figures for some of the individual boards 


of missions will be of interest: 


No. in China No. in China 
Postwar Present Postwar Present 
Sending Agency Peak Pending Agency Peak 

Northern Baptist 31 19 Presbyterian (Southern) 62 20 
Congregational 92 54 Protestant Episcopal 142 69 
Disciples of Christ 31 18 Seventh Day Adventist 136 89 
Evangelical & Reformed 24 13. United Lutheran 24 5 
Methodist 237 162 XY. &. As 17 12 


Presbyterian (Northern) 241 147 
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These are the figures for the groups which replied to a recent question- 
naire and are admittedly incomplete. They are, however, a good cross-section of the 
boards of missions on this continent. The proportion of missionaries now in the 
field as compared with the largest number at any time since the Japanese surrender is 
58 percent. It will be noted that there is a wide variation among the denominations 
reporting, ranging from 21 to 70 percent. Friends of missions are gratified to 
know that more than half of tne missionaries from the United States and Canada have 
found it possible and desirable to remain at their China tasks. 


These figures do not in themselves give an accurate picture of the situa- 
tion. It should be pointed out that in a few remote regions the hegira of mission- 
aries left the local Chinese without any missionary colleagues. In general, however, 
the withdrawal was only partial and did not create a "blackout" of missionaries. 


Christian-Communist Relations 


Although the paramount interest of Americans is in the missionaries from 
this continent, the more fundamental question has to do with the effect of Chinese 
Communist successes on the Church in China, i.e. upon the Chinese pastors and other 
paid -workers and upon the lay members. The indigenous Church, vitally and contag- 
iously Ohristian, is the conclusive proof of the worth of missionary service; there- 
fore the well-being of the Chinese Christians at a time like this is, or should be, 


of high concern. , 


The answer to this query must be given for two time-periods. Before the 
summer of 1948 there were well authenticated instances of persecution of Christians 
by Chinese Communists, and of misuse of church property. Some missionaries were 
killed. Most of these were Roman Catholic although a few were Protestants. High 
Communist authorities claimed that these "incidents" were the work of local guer- 
rilla groups, not thoroughly indoctrinated or fully under Communist discipline; but 
objective judgment must be that the movement as a whole is responsible for the 
actions of its member groups. In addition to the incidents affecting the lives of 
foreigners in China, there were many more that were directed against Chinese. The 
great majority of Catholic priests and nuns killed or imprisoned have been natives 
of China. Among Protestant ministers and lay workers many authenticated instances of 
Similar ill treatment were reported. One province-wide denominational conference in 
late 1947 held a memorial service for three ordained ministers who had been killed 

by Communist armed forces. 


But physical persecution was only one phase of the opposition during that 
period. Reports, so many as to be almost numberless, were received by denomination- 
al administrators telling of the seizuere of churches and Christian school buildings 
as billets for troops and as headquarters for military or ciyilian Communist leaders. 
Another frequently met form of pressure ageinst Christians was the practice of call- 
ing a village meeting, compulsory for all adults, at the recognized hour of Chris-~ 
tian worship. Such actions as these were in addition to the often printed, often 
vocal slurs on the Chinese Christians as "running dogs of the imperialists." 


This was the situation up to the late spring if 1948. As the area under 
Communist control steadily expanded, the Communist high command reiterated earlier 
statements regarding the freedom of religion and the vreedom to oppose religion and 
issued stricter orders to lower echelons of soldiers and civilian administrators 
that these freedoms must be preserved. From that time to the present it seems clear 
that the orders have been rather generally obeyed, especially as regards physical 
harm. Two men with wide contacts in Communist China and in a position to know the 
facts agree that "Since autumn of 1948 there has been no verifiable instance of per- 
secution of Christian pastors or churches." At the same time they point out, and 
mission board, administrators almost unanimously agree, that there is no assurance 
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that the policy may not change for the worse or that local commanders and officials 
may not again disobey. 


It should also be noted that this favorable situation exists only as re- 
gards physical persecution. The Communist guarantee of "freedom to o,pose religion" 
permits students in Christien schools to oppose the teaching of religion even on a 
voluntary basis and permits parades and other demonstrations against public Christian 
activities. In one city recently the mayor used his personal influence in warning 
church members against attendance at Sunday worship. 


‘Now we are ready to make a generalization regarding the effect the Commu- 
nist policy has had on regular church work. In the areas brought under the People's 
Government during this past summer, just as in those regions governed for months or 
even years by Communists, the Protestant churches in the villages and market towns 
have suffered more serious injury than=have those located in the cities. Many of 
the weaker church groups have simply evaporated. There are notable exceptions 
where vigorous congregations exist and function in small places, tut in general this 
is not true. In part the lack of well qualified pastors and of trained laymen and 
women accounts for this. But it is also true that opposition to, and persecution 
oi, the churches has been greater in rural districts than in cities. 


Lttitude Toward Christian Schools 


The institutions in China which express Christianity in service for the 
people--the primary and middle schools, the colleges, the hospitals and public health 
services, the agricultural and industrial work--have similarly faced yarying degrees 
of opposition or encouragement from the Communists. The Central People's Government 
proclaimed at Peking in October, 1949, has not yet codified its policies toward such 
activities by Christian groups. The situation is in flux nationally and of course 
is even more so on the provincial level end in the cities. Many primary schools 
have been closed, either because of local opposition or because parents of the pupils 
have feared to send them to schools under Christian auspices. Many others have beer 
ebie to remain open, most of them with smaller enrcliment, but some with considerably 
increased attendance. Local causes have operated in both these directions. 


The church-operated middle schools (high schools) are reported as opening 
for this fall semester and, in most cities reporting, they have so far found no offi- 
ciel pressures against their Christian activities. True, chepel services and Bible — 
classes must be elective and not compulsory, but that is no new regulation. 

The Nationalist government so decreed a number of years ago. One new element hes 
come to the fore in some cities where the Communists forbid such Christian observ- 
ances in school buildings even though church-owned; instead they mst be offered in 
churches or in private homes. It is also true that certain Communist subjects must 
be taught in all schools. This is « harder pill to be swallowed by the Christians, 
but they remember that the former government under Chiang Kai-shek likewise decreed 
that Kuomintang principles and observances be taught in all schools. 


In the thirteen colleges and professional schools established under church 
auspices one can more clearly observe the Communist policy being forged into e pat- 
tern. These are: Yenching in the north, Cheeloo in Shantung province, West China 
in Chengtu, Hwa Chung in the city of Hankow , Nanking and Ginling College for Women 
in the former capital of the land, Fukien end Hwe Wan College f- or Women in Foochow, 
Snechov Hangetio# in. hities of the. same ingnun in Cantan, and St. 
Sbenghad ip the greft. city.. Por sé¢verel years an effort hts been mada ‘to 
Baite Gdoochow, Hangchow, ahd St. gohn'e Colleges into strong Hest Ghiné Univer 
When this ie dane, ed1 Hwa Néen.@nd Shanghai.will be union institutions 

three or more denominetions joining in support. 

Toward these Vhristian colleges the Communist attitude has been for the 
most part one of careful observation. There has been little tampering with admin- 
istration. There has been considerable study of and change in curriculun. 
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When the school administrators have approached the local officials responsible for 
administration of educational institutions, they have for the most part met with in- 
telligent and friendly reception. Presidents Y. G. Chen and Wu Yi-fang of the 
University of Nanking and Ginling College respectively met with the Commissioner of 
Education almost as soon as the People's Liberation Army took possession of Nanking. 
They were assured that the new regime had no plans for taking over or closing the 
Christian schools and were told to continue as before the occupation of the city. 

In later weeks some changes were ordered, but none that affected the fundamental 


purpose of the institutions. 


Cheeloo University in Shantung province and Yenching University, located 
near Peking, have been longest under Communist government. The former institution 
has traveled a rough road, with many official visitors, much questioning, and some 
occupation of university buildings by Communist groups, including a school. At 
latest reports the conditions were more favorable. The colleges of arts and medi- 
cine that were moved to Hangchow and Foochow as the Communist armies neared Tsinan 
have now returned to the original campus with the official approval of the People's 
Government. Many of the graduates of Yenching are high officials of the Communist 
Party. Because of this fact and also because of the traditional liberal policy of 
the Yenching administration and facuity this school has had almost no interference 
from the Communists during the ten months since that area was taken. 


R. J. McMullan, Executive Secretary of the United Board for Christian Col- 
leges in China, states that "The twelve colleges opened this fall with near-normal 
enrollments and with e large measure of religious and academic freedom maintained." 


Hospitals and medical clinics conducted under church auspices have faced 
the most difficult problems. Ina few instances there has been the equivalent of 
confiscation. One institution that was seized by the local government was later re- 
turned, evidently because the Communists were unable to "make bricks without straw." 
The seizure of such property has been rare. Instead the handicaps and problems of 
medical work have been related to personnel; to finencial difficulties due in part to 
the low fees ordered by the Commmists and in part to the widespread poverty of the 
people; and to the extreme difficulty of importing necessary drugs and other supplies. 
Even so, all of the boards in North America sending replies have reported that the 
hospitals are still operating either directly under church control or with Christian 
influences working through members of the staff. 


Protestant Policies in China 


A question of major interest concerns the policies of the Protestant Chris- 
tian forces in China. What do the Chinese churches and their leaders plan? What 
are the attitudes of the North American boards of missions and the donors who — 


the world mission enterprise? 


In China the only interdenominational organization of the churches is the 
National Christian Council. With a full-time secretariat and with a complicated yet 
well integrated series of committees dealing with specific subjects of mutual inter- 
est, its executive committee speaks for 24 church agencies in China. It represents 
approximately 60% of the Protestant Christians in that land. Its policy regarding 
evangelical work in these days of change in China is expressed in its oft-repeated 
advice to the churches to keep steadily at their great task, to continue and if pos- 
sible expand the expressions of Christian love in social services to the people in 
both rural and urban situations, and to bear in life and word a clear witness to 
their Christian beliefs. 


On this continent the Foreign Missions Conference of North America has held 


a similar position. Through its representative China Committee as well as by its 
own pronouncements it has encouraged Chinese Christianswand hes urged its constituent 
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boards of missions to continue and increase their support of the related Christian 
groups in China. 


It should be noted, however, that the China Committee and the constituting 


Boards of Missions have issued no statements regarding United States government pol- . 


icy in or toward China. Missionaries and Board secretaries have done so in their 
individual capacities. But the foreign missionary organizations seemingly believe 


that official resolutions on government policy should be adopted by the denominations 


and not by agencies created by the denominations. It is also held by some leaders 
that statements on this subject should not be issued so long as missionaries and Chi- 
nese Christians are in both Nationalist and Communist China. 


The missionary societies and boards have themselves adopted clear-cut pol- 
icies. Of the eleven larger boards replying to the most recent questionnaire all 
but one state that they have encouraged missionaries to remain at their posts and 
have assured them of continuing financial support, but each of these leaves to the 
missionary, either individually or in consultation with field groups or administre- 
tors, the decision es to remaining, transferring to some other foreign mission field, 
or returning to the United States. The one reported exception to this general pol- 
icy wes of a board that advised its missionaries to withdrew. 


A few specific statements should be quoted. The American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society recently considered the specific problems and challenge in China and 
then adopted & policy applicable to all lands. It reads: 

1. That we conceive it to be our responsibility to carry the Christian Gospel to 
every land into which we can find entrance. 

2. That in discharging this resoonsibility we will seek the spiritual, social and 
economic welfare of the people regerdless of whatever social or politicel regime 
they may be living under. 

3. Theat while we recognize the Christian Mission is seriously effected by present 
turmoil, we are convinced that its permenence is not in question, nor is it a ques- 
tion of the permanence of one politicei agency or another. 

4. Thet we will seek to secure a much more adequate preperation of our missioneries 
to prepare them more effectively for the changed and changing conditions in which 
they will serve. 


The policies of the Presbyterian (North) and of the Methodist board cre 
similar to this. The Prudential Committee of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions (Congregcetionel-Christian) in mid-June of this year took sever- 
él actions regarding China from which two excerpts are given. "The Boerd considers 
thet thus far the evidence is cumulative that life and work under the new regime is 
possible with more normality then wes enticipated six months or more ego. ... Our 
missionaries are encourcged to remain at their posts even in the face of whet appear 
at present to be nerrowing opportunities." This was leter emplified to make clear 
that the American Board was not unwilling to approve transferr to other lends or re- 
turns to the home country. | 


A quotation from a mid- western group is in order, the United Christian 
Missionary Society (Bisciples) with headquarters in Indienapolis, Indiena. This or- 
ganization replied on October 13: The policy of The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety relative to the work in Chine is that the final decision as to continuing any 
phase of work in China is left up to the missionaries on the field. Our policy has 
not changed since the stcff on the field submitted the following recommendations in 
the lest part of the year 1948, at which time they voted "that we hope the church 
and its program of work may continue, no matter whct happens, and we invite all work- 
ers, western end Chinese, to stay and to continue to carry out whetsoever work is 
possible. We recommend that all who stey be provided with whetever resources we 
may be able to give them in edvance." The Board of Trustees of The United Christi- 
an Missionary Society voted to approve this position of the staff and it has contin- 
ued to be our position in the months since that time. 
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In order to give a4 representative idea of the thinking of board aduinis- 
trators we quote one different policy together with a resume of adverse factors in 
the Chine situation which heve been in the minds of all friends of Christian work in 
China, regardless of the policies adopted: 
In general our policy regerding missionery withdrawals has been to edvise that our 
missionaries evacuate from areas coming under Communist control. However, the finel 
choice has been left with the missionary, to reach his own decision efter counselling 
with his Chinese co-workers and other missionaries on the field. However, our ed- 
vice to them has been strong enough to result in most of them leaving the field where 
Communist control wes imminent. Principal reasons for the above attitude (were): 
1. The missionary might be cut off from funds, supplies, and from evacuation fecili- 
ties in case conditions became worse. 
2. Consular officials are unable to render protection and probably will continue to 
be. 
3. Presence of the missionaries might bring undue risk to Chinese associates. 
4. There is danger of anti-foreign mob action if serious diplomatic conflict cevelops 
between Communist leaders and this country through tension erising from non-recogni- 
tion; also, if militery action erises in the Hongkong area. 
5. The presence of the foreigner on Chinese soil enables the authorities or others to 
make monetary demands end to enforce those demands. 


Cc t of ionarie 


One further phase of the subject should be discussed. What ebout the re- 
cruitment and training of young missionaries for work in China et such « time as 
this? All observers recognize thet it will be difficult to errenge for the edmit- 
tence to China of new missionaries. It my prove impossible; time will tell. In 
the meantime two boards have dircontinued recruiting young men anc women for China. 
The others are seeking qualified cendidetes, but in cecreased numbers for the immedi- 
ate present. Those selected ere veing given courses in Chinese languege end culture 
at New Heaven and Berkeley and elsewhere. The present difficulty of arranging pess- 
ports end entry persits ovens the way for longer periods of lenguage study than can 
normally be provided. Come ere being given two yeers of full-time study of Chinese. 
Most boards are «rranging that their candidates for China study Communist theory and 
practice during this period of waiting. One board reports that wissicnaries «accep t- 
ea for work in China end uneble to proceed to thet country on comoletion of lenguage 
preperation are being ep sointed to Jépan with the hope that the way may soon open to 
Chine. Another is temporarily assigning such men cng women to Malaysia, where there 
are wide oven doors for work among the overseas Chinese. One board hes just sent 
one new missionary to North China with e Commnist entry permit, and one, the China 
Inland Mission, hes sent sixteen to Szechwan for lenguage study, with the plan of 
scattering them elsewhere in Chine at some later time. 


To sum up, most of the mission bocrds and societies in North America «re 
pursuing policies of continuing Christian work in Chins just es far as possible end 
as long es possible, and they ere recruiting ena training new missionaries es a pert 


(End) 


of this policy. 
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EXPERIENCE IN EASTEiN EUROPE AS RELATED TO CHINA 


Paul Anderson 


; The position of countries under Communist domination varies under the 
standard Stalinist doctrine, "National in form, Socialist in content." There seem 
to be three kinds or degrees of denendence on the Politburo in Moscow: (1) countries 
within the territory of the former Russian Empire; (2) contiguous Communist-domina- 
ted countries; (3) countries affectei through those in group "2" or revoluntionary 
Communist governments secking buy not yet sure of domination. 


‘In group "1" countries there has been practical uniformity in development 
of policy,legisiation anda practice.. 


In group "2" countries the develepment of policy, legislation and practice 
has depended on local conditions. | 


In group "3" countries a revolutionary period exists during which all 
questions of policy, legislation and practice are subordinated to the strategy of 


class warfare. 


A second determining factor in this regard is that of time. This is 
characteristic of all Marxist philosophy and of Communist practice. Policy, legis- 
lation and practice may vary and indeed be entirely inconsistant throughout a period 
of years for the reason that Marxist dialectic calls for the interplay between 
basic principles on the one hand and the conditions of life on the other. This has 


resulted in a great change in actual practice as regards religion in the USSR, 


wrich can be characterized by noting the "revolutionary justice" which meted out the 
death sentence to Metropolitan Benjamin of Leningrad in 1921, through developing 
stages until in 1949 the Metropolitan Nikolai of Moscow became an appointed dele- 
gate of the Russian State to the Congress for Peace held in Paris. 


While the principles remain 2s set forth in Marx, Engels and Lenin 
(Stalin is concerned chiefly with tho application of these principles), the applica- 
tion of them in the contiguous countries has come some 25 years after the similar 
program in Russia, and the application in these contiguous countries reflect the 
changes resulting from Russian experience. Thus, Communist materialistic philoso- 
phy, which excludes the conception of God or any metsxphysical influence, continues 
to be as strictly maintained in the Communist Parties of all the world as it was in 
the early days of the Russian Revolution, and even more strictly than in the first 
decade of the twentieth century when the Communist Party was being formed. 


On the other hand these Communists who hold this attitude toward God, 
profit by the scientific work conducted by Communist philosophy in the realm of the 
religfous phenomena, and they need no longer go through all the crises, misunder- 
standings and antagonisms which characterized the development of practice in 
Russia, Instead they can start at the latest stage, that is, the one which has been 
marked by Church, State relations in Russia during and since World War II. 


The characteristics of this new stage are the following: (1) non-recogni- 
tion of God; (2) a strong emphasis on national culture as a stimulus to production 
and as a means of quieting oppositon; (3) recognition of religion as a "psychologi- 


“Cél trait" of peoples within their national culture; (4) adaptation of laws and 


practice to produce for the expression of this "psychological trait," as the ex- 
pression of religion, customs and habits in the home and on the street, etc. This 
is the basis for the legalization of Church, recognition of religion, and the con- 
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duct of worship in accordance with the traditions which satisfy the instinctive de- 
mand for expression of the "psychological trrit." (5) Complete separation between 
this "psychological trait" and its expression on the one hand and the social and 
productive life of the country on the other. Thereby religion has no roots in 
current life and can find no fruits in tne developing culture of the country, but 

is rooted exclusively in the past. (6) Basing itself on the theory that conditions 
determine the person, as reflected in the government acceptance and insistence on 
the Lysenko theory of inheritance of acquired characteristics, the Party believes 
that the new Socialist conditions of life will produce a new culture and a new per- 
son, and in the process the old person with its cultural conditions and "psycholog- 
ical traits" will pass inte the limbo. (7) While religion and the church are con- 
pletely separated from cny social effort or incluence, they nevertheless are recog- 
nized as being an actucl element in culturel and national life, and consequent]ly sub- 
ject to control ond utilization by the Party in its integration of all elements into 
the new society. Therefore the Party (through the government) takes advantage of 
those aspirntions, practices and ideas of the Church and religion which can be 
utilized for the strengthening of Communism within the country, or, particularly, 

in international relations. (8) Religion and the Church being recognized only and 
exclusively as a psychologicsl trait of the nation concerned, are considered as 
having no ties with tne religion (psychological traits) of any other country. This 
is the meaning of domestication. Religion, like art or literature, has a place in 

a nation so long as it conforms to the Communist conception of that nation's nature 
and destiny. (9) A domesticated religion and church can presumably have relations 
with other domesticated churches, but it cannot be subordinated to or subject to 

any influence from an external ciurch which might tend to hinder its complete inte- 
gration and domestication. This is the menning of the Communist position on the 
relations between the Catholic Churches of Zastern Europe and the Vatican, and be- 
tween tne Orthodox or Protestant Churches in Russia and this area and the ecumenic 
movement. They may still be Catholic and they may be a part of the universal church, 
but they cannot be subject to external influences. 


It is at this point that the oxperivnce of Christian forces in group "2" 
countries becomes relevant to the forming of policy, legislation and practice of 
the People's Government in China. The People's Government have stated in their 
program that they recognize the religious traditions of the people of China and in 
practice they allow for its expression. Generally the nine points abovo are 


adhered to. 


Summarizing, the Christian missionary enterprise must take account of 
these three factors: (1) National in form, Socialist in content; (2) permanence of 
principle, development of policy, legislation and practice; (3) domestication of 
religion as a psychological trait of the people. ’ 
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THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT IN CHINA WITH COMMUNISM 


In order to give the background for an intelligent consideration of the topic, 
"The Experience of the Christien Movement in Chine with Communism," fifteen people who 
are in close touch with the situ: tion in Chine, many of them recently returned from 
there, heve been esked to prepare brief st:tements. These ere factuel anelyses of 
whet is heppening to Christian institutions end Christian work end to some extent show 
the changes during the pest two years end give cn indication of present trends. In 
eddition to their own experience, the writers had access to the considerrble body of 
mterial thet hes come from Chine and heve thus been eble to give en eccurete picture 
of the contemporaneous Chinese scene. The smill committee of the Chine Committee pre- 
pering for the discussion at the Foreign Missions Conference annunl meeting selected 
the subjects and writers, end mede the final editing. No names are ettcched to the 
erticles, and where edvisable names of places and people in China have been omitted. 


L 
This bulletin, made up of the following stztements, is for the use of the 
Annuél Meeting «nd the Chins Committee. It is confidentiel in chr recter end not to 
be reprinted. 


The Church Situetion in Cities. 

The Rursi Church if Communist China. 
Christian Middie Schools in Chinz. 
Cor.aunism end Christian higher Fdaucation in China. 
Hospitels cand Medicei Work. 
Sociel Service. 
Rural Service Centers. 
Publicetion end Circulation of the Scriptures. 
Cooperative Work including Church-Mission Relationships. 
The Distribution and Work of Missioncries. 
Property: Taxation end Re-registration. 
Employment. 
Student Work. 
Christien Women in Chinese Life Todcy. 
Attitudes of Chinese Christiens. | 


In addition to the ebove pepers which compose bulletin No. 77, seven other signi- 
ficant bulletins issued by the Fer Eastern Joint Office should heve your careful 
ettention-- 

Chine No. 73 - A Message from Chinese Christians to Mission Boards Abroad 

(19 Christicn leaders) 

Chine No. 75 - Protestant Missions in Communist Chinc--Frank T. Certwright 

Chine No. 76 — Experience in Ecestern Europe es Releted to Chine-—-Peul B. Anderson 

Korea No. 38 - What Has Happened to the Church in North Korea?--E. J. 0. Fraser 

Korea No. 39 ~- Comperison of the Korean and Chinese Attitudes towerd Communism 
Japen No. 26 Communism in Japan 

Jepen No. 27 — Communist Propagenda in Jepen 
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RCH ATION C 


In general, the church situation is more favorable in the cities than in 
rural areas. The reports which have come in letters and which have been brought by 
returning missionaries are almost uniform to this effect. 


From North China,where the People's Government has been in control for 
approximately a year, observers say that the Christian congregations have been able 
to go forward with worship, church school and evangelism with little official opposi- 
tion. "Preachers and other church workers who fled from country places in the early 
days of guerilla fighting following the Japanese surrender are still here in the 
cities, unable - or unwilling ~ to go back." The interdenominational councils in 


the cities have continued their service of fellowship and joint planning. 


In the Yangtze Valley a similar pattern has emerged, but the comparison be- 
tween country and city is not so marked. The rural churches have been able to con- 
tinue their work in most centers because here there had been relatively little Com- 
munist guerilla activity. A letter written in Nanking on November 27th reports 
churches open and with "attendance much larger than in the first weeks after the 
turn-over." Another observer who made the same generalization added that the Nanking 
Church Council, which hed been so strong a factor for good during the Japanese occu- 
pation and the post-surrender months, is now functioning even more helpfully. 


In the smalier Yangtze cities both up-river and toward Shanghai the situa- 
tion is much the same, except that the interdenominational work is not 15 well- 


organized or experienced. 


Men and women who returned from Shanghai in October report that frequent 
meetirgs are being held of administrators of the churches and their nation-wide 
agencies, sharing information, seeking common bases for action, and planning ways of 
stimulating leadership in congregations and in smaller areas. The churches of the 
metropolis are continuing their programs of worship and service with little abate- 
ment. The largest church of one denominaticn is finding its great sanctuary "filled 
for every service." At the same time this and other churches in Shanghai sre organ- 
izing the membership for group worship and prayer, believing that this is good for 
the congregation under any circumstances and that it helps to prepare lay leadership. 


There has not yet been sufficient time in the areas more recently coming 
under the new regime for significant facts or trends to be observed. Nevertheless, 
letters and cablegrams received from some of those cities give indications that the 
experiences will be similar to those in other ereas. Services are being held. Even 


evangelistic compaigns have been conducted. 


After all, we should expect such a general pattern as this to emerge, be- 
cause:— 
1) For the most part city congregations arc larger and have a larger pro- 
portion of educated men:and women in their membership. 
2) The better-trained pastors tend to gravitate to the city churches. 
3) There are more contacts with other congregations of one's own and 
of cooperating denominations. 
. 4) National and international Christian leaders have frequently visited 
the cities. 
5) Christian colleges, high schools and hospitals are more numerous in 
the larger centers, making available some extra leadership for 
congregational life. 
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CHURCH COMMUNIST C 


The rural church has been the initial meeting-ground between Christianity 
end Communism in China. City churches have only recently experienced "liberation" 
but the rural church has been in immediate touch with Communist leadership through 
all the stages of its struggle. Even now, the "hot-spot" of the revolution remains 
in the country where land reform is being vigorously carried through, whereas in the 
cities, Communists seem to have adopted a "go-slow" policy with the revolutionary 
emphasis being concentrated on tha ideological and cultural front. Thus, as late as 
September, 1949, Chinese Christian leaders could declare truthfully that it is | 
“especially the churches and Christian institutions in country districts which are 
confronted with real difficulties in the present situation." 


Communist attitude toward the church has oscillated with the locality and 
the leadership between active hostility and positive tolerance. The writer cannot 
trace a pattern in Communist-Curistian relationships that would apply to the whole 
of rural China. Nevertheless, information available supports the conclusion that 
responsible Communist leadership since the beginning of the Sino-Japanese War has 
been disposed to judge the church on the basis of its performance in the actual sit- 
uation and not on the basis of any general policy of systematic and determined oppo- 
sition to Christianity as such. Some of the facts supporting this conclusion are: 


1) The extreme variations in Communist treatment of the church suggest that 
in cases of severe persecution thabtermtning factors have been either (1) the arbi- 
trary character of local Communist ieadersnip - a factor inherent in the decentral- 
ized organization characteristic of Chinese Communism during its guerilla stage or 
(2) the history of the local church which, in some cases, revealed thet,the leader- 
ship was drawn from the landlord or wealthy class or, more rarely, that the church 
itself, as in the case of 1 local unit of ‘Yesus' Family" cruelly disbanded by the 


Communists, was a holder of extensive property. 


. @) Many pastors have continued in one community carrying on work under 
Communist rule from the time of the Japanese occupation without serious interference 
from or clashes with the Communist leedership. . 


3) While some cases of incipient conflict have ended disastrously for the 
Christians other cases have had a happy outcome when local people rallied to the 
support of the Christian leaders or when tne leaders themselves were courageous and 
forthright in maintaining their position. In the Central Yangtae Valley within re- 
cent months local Communist authorities have often used various methods of "testing" 
Christian workers but usually sy iam courage and loyalty have won out and Chris-— 
tian work has continued. 


4) Training centers for rural workers such as the Rural Bible Training 
School at Ch'uhsien; the Soochow Bible Training School and the Bible Training 
School at Wuhu have been allowed to continue their work without interference or 


serious efforts at regulation by the new regime. 


5) Institutions such as the Kiangsu-Anhui Christian Rural Service Union 
have been allowed to continue their essential work. In one respect, says Dr. 


_Goulter of his work, the situation has been improved since i.e liberation.— "For 


tae first time we have been allowed to use our buildings without interference by the 
military." 


6) Restriction on travel by missionaries into the country-side is imposed 
not on the basis that they are doing Christian work but rather that they are foreign- 
ers. Chinese Christian workers are sllowed to travel about in their care of the 
churches (in the Central Yangtze Valley) on the same basis as Chinese engaged in 
other activity. 


THE RURAL HINA 
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At the present time when Communist leaders are faced with the problem of 
consolidating their victory by winning the contidence of "the broad masses of the 
people" the publicly announced policies of "religious liberty” and "cooperation 
with all democratic forces" seem to indicate, as e minimum, that Christian work can 
continue in rural China for some time without encountering organized, open opposi- 
tion by the authorities. The chalienge to rural Christianity is no longer that of 
organized, sustained persecution. Communist propaganda continues to characterize 
Christianity as superstitious ond unscientific and to hold that Christicn rurel 
service "confuses class distinctions in the country...blurring the fundamental 
issues by preaching love and forgiveness thereby reducing the farmer's will to re- 
sist the landlord and accomplish the revolution." But the real threat to the 
Chinese rural church lies in the possibility that Communism, capitalizing upon its 
unprecendented achievement in bringing eae highly quelified intellectual leadership 
into the country-side to make commons cause with the peasant masses, will be able 
to monopolize the capable leadership potential through a totalitarian, regimented 
approach to the problems of the Chinese peasant and thus rob the church both of 
its leadership and of its hearing among the Chinese farmers. 


; 
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CHRISTIAN MIDDLE SCHOOLS IN CHINA 


1. By the summer of 1949 Christian education in Manchuria seems to have been 
largely liquidated. This is territory that has been longest liberated, but in the 
autumn of 1949, the Communists took over the Southern Presbyterian Middle School at 
Taichow, Kiangsu, in territory which had been liberated only a few months. 


2. At Soochow the new regime has begun to cut down on the teacher training 
program at Laura Haygood School. A woman member of the Communist perty was sta- 
tioned in this school, whether for giving instruction only, or for serving as an 
intelligence officer is not know. At this school, as in all others, much time was 
consumed before the opening of classes, with organization meetings, indoctrination, 


and celebrations honoring new regime leaders. 


3. The academic year at Soochow University (including the Middle School) 
started with a gratifying participation of students in religious activities. 


4. Situations vary greatly, even in the same province. One missionary in 
Kiukiang this summer continued her English Bible classes in government schools. The 
students were loath to discontinue their bible study for even a short vacation! How-— 
ever, in Nanchang, when a missionary planned to have a DVBS for street children on 
her compound, the teachers of the girls' school advised against it for fear of the 


authorities. 
The following paragraph about the schools in Nanchang is dated November 16: 


"Nanchang Academy and Baldwin School finally got under way at the last of October. 
Their buildings have been used by propaganda schools of one sort or another; and 

they still have to give up some room for this purpose. They have also been held up 
by the failure of the government to allow private schools to open until after all 

the government schools had their student body filled up. But that boomeranged a bit. 
Both our church schools got a lot of students back who nad signed up with the govern- 


ment." 


5. Perhaps one of the most difficult positions to hold in China is that of the 
principalship of a school. What makes the situation so difficult is the fact that a 
large number of Middle School principals have been in service through many hard and 
trying years, and are no longer young people. One mission is fortunate in that it ». 


was able to give its Middle School principals cach a year of recuperation and study 


in America. 


6. One of our CCEA secretaries on making an extensive visit in North and 
Central China, found that where there were special difficulties in schools under the 
new regime, these difficulties stemmed largely from problems within each school it- 
self. This points to another need in our schools, namely, that of strengthening the 
Christian character of these schools. Possibly a closer integration of the schools 
with our other church work would help in this matter. 


7. The CCEA, though greatly depleted in staff personnel, is going ahead with 
“8 work. A National Conference of Christian Education is planned to be held in 


Peking in January. A recent letter from the CCEA office states: "Still, at present, 


it seems possible to offer elective courses on religion in the college curriculum 
and to have Peclowinp groups, Bible classes and worship services on a voluntery 
basis off the campus." Presumably this would be true also of middle schools. 


8. A report that has recently come to hand from a professor in Nanking Uni- 
versity gives this hopeful view: "As to the trend for the future, different ob- 
servers, whether Chinese or Western, are likely to have opposite views,...I per- 
sonally incline to the belief that the leaven of mideration is having some degree 
of effect upon the viewpoint of Chinese Communist leadership, and that Christians, 
by cooperating as far as they are able, in worthy projects which serve the needs of 
the people, are strengthening this trend and building hopefully for the future." 


’ 
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COMMUNISM AND CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 
IN CHINA 


It is still too early to evaluate with accuracy or finality the effect of 
political changes on Christian higher education in China. This is a factual report 
of what has happened to date with some very tentative suggestions as to emerging 
patterns. 


Colleges and ‘universities have moved from one authoritarian control to an- 
other. Regimentation continues, though for the time being it is probably somewhat 
less bureaucratic because of the shortage of bureaucrats in the new government. 
There is no assurance that control of the curriculum will remain as moderate as it 


now is. 


There is as yet no national policy of education, though regulations already 
affect certain types of institutions. Nor is there the complete centralization of 
control that existed under the Central Government; there is a considerable degree of 
local educational autonomy,. However, higher education is considered a tool of the 
State, and the status of private institutions remains insecure. 


The introduction of short courses for indoctrination and technical train- 
ing is altering the neture of higher education. These are attracting many students 
who would otherwise be following four-year programs. Some of these courses are of 
college grade, but many are distinctly secondary even when given in so-called "uni- 
versities." However, the trend has not been entirely in the direction of lower 
standards, for such institutions as Tsinghua end Peita appear to be functioning with 
improved morele and effectiveness. There, as everywhere, the emphasis is on applied 
sciences and the training of techniciens. 


Opportunities for immediate public service have drawn many men and women 
from college, and the new short courses offer strong competition to standard pro- 
grams. Leading national universities have had difficulty filling their regular 
classes. In this respect, most of the Christian Colleges have been much better off, 


in position to select one out of four or five. 


. The generally favorable reception of the new regime by teachers and stu- 
dents is the product of weariness and disillusionment on the one hand and of a posi- 
tive challenge on the other. The extent of real commitment to Marxist ideology is 
difficult to gauge, but the mejor appeal hes come from the social and economic pro- 
gram. To this, many Christians have responded as embodying ideals for which they 


have been striving. 


Courses in the Marx-Lenin-Mao interpretation of economics, history, end 
politics are now required of all students, but heve not driven out of the curriculum 
former courses in those subjects. There is indication, however, that the teaching 
of these other courses is being effected--in national institutions by direct pres- 
sure, in the Christian Colleges by suggestions. 


The Christian Colleges are still in the hands of their own people; no of- 
ficers have been imposed from without. Registraticn has been little more than a 
t-chnicality and has usualiy involved no change in directors. In one case, the new 
beard consists of seventeen members, three of whom ere micsionaries and all but three 
oi whom are Chvistiens. Present toleration of these colleges probably reflects 
both the high esteem in which they are held end the inadequacy of government insti- 


ty tions. 


"Democracy" has been introduced in edministration in the form of committees 
with representetion from all sections of the university community--officers, profes- 
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sors, instructors, clerks, students, and workmen. The success of this arrangement 
has varied with internal unity, but there has not been time for adequete testing. 
Students have been told that their primary tast is to study. 


There has been careful adherence to the principle of religious freedom. 
While the authorities encourége atheism, they permit voluntary courses in religion 
and services of worship. There is no evidence of religious persecution or organ- 
ized pressure on Christian faculty or students. Although some have repudiated 
their faith, the great majority have remcined true while searching for more adequate 
foundation. There has been, on the whole, increased interest in religion end 


attendance at voluntary meetings. 


Requests for Western personnel indicate no objection to foreigners in 
teaching positions. However, they are not wanted in edministrative posts and often 
are not encouraged to participete in group consideration of problems. (There have 
been recent exceptions to this rule.) 


Funds are being transferred to the Christian Colleges without difficulty. 
Budgets are being seriously unbalanced by the drying up of Chinese sources of income, 
with large donors inconspicuous and students unable or reluctant to pay. However, 
modest fees have been set and ere being collected. There is no evidence of offici- 
al use of financial strangulation. The threat of taxes has caused grave concern 
but it now eppears thet academic buildings will be exempt end that taxes on dormi- 
tories and residences, if levied, will be reesonable. 


It is difficult to distinguish real trends in the situation from subjunc- 
tive reactions. However, there eppear to be the following: 


1. A tendency toward greeter control and regimentation of higher education. 

2. A linking of higher education more closely with the material reconstruc- 
tion of the country. 

3. Toleration of "unreconstructed elements" in higher education (as in industry) 

while the services such groups render aré vitally needed. 

4. Increasing dependence of Christian institutions of higher learning on 
funds from abroad. 

5. Growing confidence in the power of Christianity to meet the challenge of 
Communism, accompanied by a more realistic recognition of difficulties and 


dangers ahead of the Church and its institutions. 
(End) 


| 
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HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL WORK 


The October 1949 bulletin of the Council on Christian Medical Work, on the 
basis of returns secured up to December 1948, gives the following statistics:-- 


Total number of hospitels and dispensaries before the Sino-Japanese 
Total number closed as a result of the Wer.ccccccccseccecesseeslUa 
Present mumber 
On April 1948, foreign medicel personnel was as follows:-— 
215 doctors of whom 29 were on furlough 
240 nurses of whom 34 were on furlough 


The 1949 Directory published by the NCC and received ct the Far Exstern Joint Office 
December 20, lists 79 hospitals and dispensaries destroyed or closed and 238 in opera- 
tion. There is some discrepency in the figures given ebove, but both reports egree 
in showing thet there cre 200 or more hospitils end dispenszries operating. 


It is not possible to cover the mediczl work of all of Chine, but the following 
factual report is written by a mission«ry doctor who is thoroughly ecqueinted with 
the hospital situation in North Chine, heving been ct work in sever:l hospitcls there 
since the Japanese surrender and up to November 1949, 


"Shuntchfu Hospitel, looted completely in l.te 1945 by Communist ermies, has 
never reopened. Paoting, under grect difficulties carried on during the three years 
prior to Communist capture of Peoting and since then has been working with even 
greater difficulty. No foreign doctor hes been allowed to return there; the foreign 
nurse who stayed on through the turnover hzs been «llowed to work but without any 
euthority. A lerge pert of the OPD of the hospit:1 compound hes been occupied by the 
Liberation urmy which also took over <11 foreign houses, most of the educational 
facilities, as well «se pert of the nurses! dormitory. Taiku end Fonyang,*imerican 
Board, in Shensi, have carried on with forcign nurses in esch plice, both with diffi- 
culties with occupying Communists. ‘iungchow, being close to Peking, h:s ccrried on 
without cny great difficulty. Church of the Yrethren Medicecl Work in Shensi has 
never reopened. Tsengchow in Shanturg—london Mission-British Controlled-- has worked 
longest and with lecst trouble under Communist control, <nd when I left Chine in 
September Dr. Milledge wes still there, though hoping to go on furlough. His relief, 
Dr. K. Greham, was still waiting in Hongkong «fter months of no reply to his eppli- 
cation for re-entry permit. Dr. P. Jenkins, English Baptist, who worked in Douw 
during the turnover and then wont south to merry, had not been given a re-entry permit 
for North Chine. Tatung--Anglican--wes cerrying on with a foreign nurse. Hopkins 
Memoricl Hospitcl, Methodist, Peking, was torn with internal strife since early sum- 
mer, instigated by Communist employecs, with maximum effort being directed against the 
superintendent. Duow, Peking, had come through quite ccsily without any disturbences. 
All menagement here since my return hed been in the hends of the Chinese business 
manager end the Board of Trustees, who wisely had set up e system of committee manage- 
ment of the hospital BEFORE the turnover. The Drs. Lewis end Cochren femilies, who 
had been in Canton cnd Hongkong, had been granted re-entry visas without cny question 
and hed all returned to Peking in October. Dr. H. Loucks had returned to PUMC in 
early September, after a three month trip to the USA, and with Dr. W. Adolph was plan- 
ning to carry on there. Dr. Smyly, Anglican, hed written his bishop from Tsinan thet 
in spite of all sorts of difficultics at Cheeloo he had hed the most satisfying yeer 


in all his carcer. 


"Five Chinese doctors just back from graduate study in Britein and the USA talked 
with me this summer re work in Peking or other parts of China. They hed been sent 
abroad for further preperation. All refused to return to their medical college. Two 


- 
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from the USA seid all propagende here led them to think China wes at the dawn of a 
new glorious day, and had they understood the real condition of things they would not 
have returned. Peking undoubtedly has been treated with far more consideretion and 
has been governed by much better qualified men then any other part of China to my 


knowledge. 


"All mission medical work in North China during these four years has been enabled 
to carry on by the tremendous, constant, valuable help from the various rclief agen- 
cies sponsored mostly by Britain and the USA. Flour, ciothing, hospital supplies and 
instruments, and most important DRUGS have come to us. Without these gifts our hos- 
pital could not have carried the large charity load demanded of us. All such supplies 
have been stopped since Januery 1949, by the Communists. 7 


"In Douw, Communists have NOT interfered with any hospitel ectivities. Preaching 
has gone on es before. Communists have paid for their care :nd for the care of 
patients they heve been responsible for. In July, three of our junior steff members 
were forced to uttend « retreat for over 2,000 students, four weeks of Merxian indoc- 
trination. Lete in the summer minute, exacting, searching reports were demanded of 
ell hospitals in Peking, end interviews were sought with many of those connected with 
the hospitels. ALL my doctor friends who are in< position to know, without exception, 
told me that they thought it would be only a metter of time before 211] hospitals were 
taken over by the government to be run by the government." 


“*#One-year after the Communists took ovor Funyang the Amcrican nurse wrote: 


"Immediately after Fenyeng wes taken by the liber: ting ermy we hed to expand. 
In-patients increased to over 80 and out-patient clinics to over 100... Our work 
has prectically doubled since liberation--10,154 in-patient deys during the past 
year and 10,045 out-petient visits... The school of nursing took in a new class of 
four women and seven men, giving a totel1 of seventeen... When we didn't heve charts 
needed we mde them...fortunctely, we heve been eble to secure good biological sup- 
plies——penicillin end suplha... Our hospital steff heve been one big femily pulling 
together--eech staff member and servint received 140 pounds of grein per month as 
salary. We are all doing our utmost to see whether e mission hospitel can continue 
to function under the present regime." 


This is a bit of evidence that et present some hospitals at least cen still function. 


> 
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SOCIAL SERVICE 


While no directives from the P. P. C. have been given, some indirect sug- 
gestions sre already affecting Christian social service work. It is becoming in- 
creasingly evident that in the area of sociul service the leadership of the Govorn- 
ment will have to be accepted so as to conform with a general pattern of service, 


organization and administration. 


We might put first the emphasis on self help, making every one productive, 
less distinction between classes. This is meaning a growth and promotion of voca- 
tional education, trade schools for treining mechanics and skilled workers for in- 
dustry. Home-making courses for women are in demand--making over clothes, market- 
ing, budgeting--doing things for self and family with no servants. Co-operatives 
are encouraged. Here it is worth noting the proposed publication by the C. L. S. 
of a little pamphlet which telis the story in pictures of the conswier and producer 


co-operatives. 


Along with this goes a renewed drive for mass education, both in industri- 
el and rurel areas. A new eagerness on the part of workers to learn swells such 
Classes, but coupled with this is the desire of large numbers of educated folk to 
serve. Agencies which are prepared to use end direct volunteers already have many 


ready and willing to teach. 


High school youth have been particularly on fire to serve--in one Chris- 
tian group their outlet wes a work camp last summer in a village health center. 
They helped in the fields tut vrimarily did health promotion--getting people pre- 
pared so there would be no opposition when doctors arrived to give inoculations. 


Back in school the group wants another project. 


Another type of service project wes a "ministers in industry" where a 
group of theological students worked in factories during the summer, teaching read- 
ing and health, setting up reading rooms in the fectcries, giving some recreation, 
helping with home problems of fellow workers, etc. 


The term "relief" is in bad repute. New ways must be found to help stu- 
dents. Agencies which run residences, low cost housing, public food service are 
encouraged to continue. 


In order thet more women can work, many dey nurseries are being opened. 
Christian organizations which have had long experience in running such nurseries 
with trained workers seem to be acceptea es a standard. 


Mass recreation programs are popular, particnierly mass singing. 
New thought is being put on improvising new words with Christian connotation for 
the old tunes of Chinese work songs. Dramatics end movies ere well attended. 


These latter are soon to be brought under censorship. 


Pervading 211 Christian socicl service work seems to be the thought: 
"Now is the time for us to demonstrate what we have been claiming. All now de- 
pends on how we actualize our faith in practice." 
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CHRISTIAN RURAL SERVICE CENTERS IN CHINA 


a 1. The North China Christian Rural Service Union snd the 
Service and Train Center at Tungchow 


The two-month Winter Folk School, from November 13, 1948, to January 8, 
1949, with 36 students in attendance carried on through the liberation with very 
few absentees. The one-year Farmers' Training School with 16 members, normally 
limited to 12, carried through to graduation in November, 1949. In September, 1949 
plans were under wey for the Winter Folk School, but government questioned whether 
Students would be available because of the land distribution measures to be initi- 


ated. 


The Center owns about 100 mow (16 acres) of lend, ail under cultivation. 

& severe winter drought in 1948-49, followed by heavy end protracted summer rains, 

caused serious damage and greatly reduced production which the Center hoped would 
carry them through until next spring. 


& Chinese worker, Mr. Sherwood W. Yang, now studying at Berec, has been 
elected Director of the Center and will return to Chine in Februcry. The steff 
elready hes on it some of the strongest Chinese rurel workers in North China. Dr. 
Hugh Hubberd, who has been away two years as cdvisor to the UNESCO Mess Education 
Pilot Project in China, will be back on January 1, 1950, if permission can be se- 
cured for him to return to North Chine. 


Activities, beyond the Winter Folk School and the Fermers! Training 
School, have been confined to the immediate villages. Trouble was experienced when 


¢ the Center tried to sell off some of their cattle bocause of misunderstanding of 
local regulations, in spite of the fact th:t the government offices had been con- 
sulted. 


The Christien Farmer, published under the cuspices of the Literature De- 
partment of the NCCRSU, was registered in the spring of 1949 as un evangelistic 
magazine with right of circuletion in cll liberated areas. Circulation jumped from 
600 on April lst to 3,000 at the end of Jume 1949. The Christian influence of the 
peper in the future depends lergely upon the editoricl policy and the relationship 

. to the NCCRSU of the present editor. Letters reporting on the registration of fhe 
Christian Farmer by the government indicated an expectation that the NCCRSU itself 
would also soon be registered. 


Miss Margaret Barnes, as acting director cof the Service and Training Cen- 
ter at Tungchow up to and during the liberation, has done yeoman service. 


The NCCRSU may well have been a major laboratory in testing rural programs ) 
thet might be carried on by Christian agencies had it been adequately financed and | 
staffed with both Chinese and foreign personnel. ) 


2. Kiangsu-Anhwei Christian Rural Service Union, with Christian Scrvice and Train- 
ING Center at Chuchow, Anhwei (abcut 35 miles north of Nenking) | 


The Training Center had been opereting for about « year before liberation. 
The Farmers! Winter Institute, the Pestors' Institute, and the Farmers! Short-Time 
( Institutes could not be held since liberation. Nursery schools, mothers!’ club, 
hand-work classes for girls, and handwork projects for women have been carried on | 
successfully under liberation. The 6-mow demonstration gerdens have been very 
successful. Seeds and young plants have been distributed widely. A Better Homes 
Institute, February 21-24, 1949, wes held at the Service Center, and the attendance 
agrew with each day and was very successful. A primery school wes organized by the 
we Center and will be transferred to the local Christian church. A reading and game 
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Chrn. Rural Service Centers, China--2 


room has been very successful. It has been open to soldiers, students, and the gen- 
~ eral public. Since liberation, the tuildings on the Center grounds (formerly a Dis- 
ciples mission station) have been used without interference by the military. 


A report from Nanking on August 31, 1949, referring to three resident mis- 
sionaries and their Chinese colleague, said that a Bible Institute was being carried 
on for training the local rural workers. The same report referred to a good Young 


People's Conference. 


The relatiohships between the liberation authorities and the staff of the 
Center have been cordial. Evidently the plan for the Pastors' end Farmers! Insti- 
tutes did not materialize even though assurances had been given the Director of the 
Center that these could be held. 


3. The Kiangsi Christian Rural Service Union 


No word since liberation. The work had been greatly strengthened by per- 
sonnel and cooperation from the Church of the Brethren previous to liberation. 


4. The East China Christian Rural Service Union, with Headquarters at Soochow 


This was orgenized about a year ago and its program was just getting under 
way when the work was interrupted by the authorities of the new regime. One of the 
missionary leaders is now in the Philippines and the other in the United States. 


5. Fukien Christian Rural Service and Training Center, with Headquarters at Union 
Middle School 


This organization came into being within the year, and no word has been 
received since liberation. 


6. General 


A member of the Rural Church Department of the Nanking Theological Seminary, 
under date of September 15th, in speaking of the Seminary Training Center at Shmunhwa- 
chen, wrote: "I am glad to teli you that undor the new regime our church work is 
going on as usual." 


: 
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PUBLICATICN AND CIRCULATION OF THE SCRIPTURES 
IN CEINA 


Reports for the year have not yet been received from China. It is, there- 
fore, impossible to give a detailed comp:rative statement for the past two yeers. 


The Chine Bible House (supported by the American Bible Society, the 
British & Foreign Bible Society, and the National Bible Society of Scotland) distrib- 
uted 2,932,682 volumes in 1948. The figure for 1949 will be between two and two and 
one-half million copies, but the year was only an eleven month year. Had the yeer 
covered a full twelve months, the circulation would probably have been from 10% to 


20% less than in 1948. 


We have not had definite word from China concerning publication figures 
since June. At that time publication in Shanghai was ahead of the previous year. 
With the coming of the Commmists to Shenghai, we inaugurated a publication program 
in Hong Kong to protect our distribution, should publication be halted in Shenghei. 
Fortunately, there wes only « temporary shut-down of printing in Shenghsai in August. 
The Hong Kong publication will ceese when the edition of 10,000 Bibles and 20,000 


Testaments is completed. 


One of the principal problems feced by the Bible House during the pest 
year wes that of transporting its books from.Shanghai to the many outlying depots. 
We tried to solve the problem through the use of the plene, "“t. Paul," and many 
tons of Scriptures were distributed by this means. It wes hoped a three yecr supply 
of Scriptures could be placed in various denots. Lerge supplies were delivered, but 
reports received during November end December indicate that stock in some of these 
depots has been completely exheusted, due to almost unprecedented demands for the 


Scriptures. 


The small drop in circuletion seems to be due to difficulties of transpor- 
tation, rather than to any hostile attitude toward our work on the part of the liber- 
eating forces. The increase in publication seems to indicate, in part, that at 
present no restrictions on publication have been imposed. We care at present able to 
inport peper into Shenghai for use in manufacture of Scriptures. ~ 


Though we have hed to re-register our deeds, we have hed no difficulties to 
date regarding our properties. 


The ectivities and program of the China Bible House are determined by an 
executive committee composed largely of Chinese. 
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CO-OPERATIVE WORK INCLUDING CHURCH-MISSTON 
RELATIONS&IPS 
Factual Data 


"Numerous reports indicate that almost all churches carry on their work with 
little hindrance, and that many institutions, schools and hospitals, are also able to 
carry on fuirly well, but on the whole with increasing restrictions and in some cases 
taxation is a heavy burden. It is also true that conditions in Manchuria have been 
more difficult than anywhere else, and so far no other area or town has experienced 
the severity of conditions common in Manchuria. It must also be emphasized that it 
is still true as ever that conditions vary enormously in different parts of the 
country, and oven in the same province in places not far apart. Concerning NCC and 
CCC, we have not heard of any severe restrictions upon normal working conditions, ex- 
cept that western staff members cannot travel. There does not appear to be any 
eensorship of mail, and telegrams can be sent as usual, in Chinese or English. The 
NCC has held its Executive Committee meeting. Ad Interim Committee meets regularly, 
but you will note that voting members are now Chinese. NCC has had staff members on 
several trips, and plans have been made for teams to visit all areas in the country 
which can be reached by ship and rail. The CCC has not had any large national meet- 
ings, but none were — Standing Committee meets as before, tut I think with 
ell Chinese members (there was only one western member anyway). Synod meetings have 
been held in several arenas. It should be noted that synods were held in Manchuria 

in October and in Tsingtco in November. In both cases these were the first meetings 
held for some time (the first for 12 years in Shantung) and Dr. H. H. Tsui was 
present at both Synods, and also visited Tientsin, Peking and Tsinan in addition. 
Thus the normal type of representative gatherings, held by these organizations, is 
continuing. 


"T have no information cbout the North China Christian Service Union ex- 
cept that I understand the Christicon Farmer is carrying on. Though I have no de- 
tails, I understand the C.L.S. continues its work and the Bible Society is able to 
publish and distribute the Scriptures. For example, Bibles printed in Shanghai were 
sent to Hong Kong by parcel. post, and then to Yunnan by Lutheran plane. 


Analysis and Tronds . 


"I cannot emphasize too strongly that it is still too early to make any re- 
liable analysis, or to be at all sure of trends. I do not know a single person of 
any experience who is ready to make any predictions. I wish particularly to say 
thet I have not enough data about the co-operative and union organizations to make any 
generalizations. Bearing in mind the above limitations, certain things should be 
carefully watched. We know that there are a number of people who have had long associa— 
tion with the Christian movomont who are now closely identified with the new Govern- 
ment. It some cases, such people hold Government offices and in other cases, they 
retain their connection with the Christian institutions with which they have been 
long connected. Certain universities and schools, the YMCA and even more the YWCA, 
have staff members who are very close to the new Government. I understand it hes 
been proposed to the NCC that there should be one omnibus Christian national body, 
at least one for all churches. While I have no specific evidence on the subject, it 
would appear thrt in a good muny Christicn institutions and orgnnizations a struggle 
for control is in process, a struggle between right and left people wit the Chris— 
tien movement. The fact that things cre in such a state of flux and/or of delicate 
balance Makes any statement abroad abcut what is happening in China a matter for the 


exercise of unusual caution. 


"In connection with church work, I omphasize something I think is significant. 
I mentioned above the holding of Synod meetings in Manchuria and Shantung. Other 
churches have held regional gatherings and conferences. The fact that Christians 


: 
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could come together was a great encouragement to all concerned. But there is some- 
thing more significant, on which I have evidence from several sources: in most cases 
where Christian leaders, pastors or others, have taken a courageous stand and 
publicly continued Christian witness, they have usually been allowed to carry on. 

In several cases, Communist locol officials have tried to prevent Christian services 
or other activities. Where the pastor, or leader, has claimed freedom of religion, 
basing the claim dn Mao Tze-tung's pronouncement, this authority hes not been chal- 
lenged. So far, the church has suffered from the timidity of its representatives, 
but rarely from the initiative of courageous leadership and witness. So far, it is 
almost universally true that the clmrch's work goes on, often with limitations and 
changes, but it continues and in many cesses churches are much stronger in morale 
and deeper in spirituality than before. 


"In conclusion, I want to re-emphasize that it is too ezrly to come to any 
firm conclusions. I also want to state my ow strong fecling, that while I feel 
there is much in the present situation that is encouraging, and that things cre much 
better than we expected they would be at this time, it still rem-ins true that 
Communism and Christianity cre in fundaments] conflict (see Bangkok statement on this 
point). I think the best long-term guide we have on the whole issue of the future 
prospects of Christianity in Chine is .... who has made a very thorough study of 
Communism and who knows China as few do. I share his point of view, anc I think the 
Communists plan to make an all-out attempt to control everything in Chins, and thet 
more and much tighter restrictions cre coming, especially on our institutioncl work." 


s 
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THE DISTRIBUTION AND WORK OF MISSIONARIES 


During 1947 and 1948, a considerable number of missionaries returned to China 
and many new missionaries went out. By the fall of 1948, there were approximately 
2,000 North American missionaries in China. 


Even before the fall of Mukden the movement of missionaries within China from 
the north to the south began. By the spring of 1949 this removal to other parts of 
China had largely stopped, though leter some missioneries went to Formosa. At leest 
four missionaries have returned from south to north China on invitation of the Chinese 
Church end with permission of the government. 


Simultaneously with the evacustion to other perts of China was the move to con- 
tiguous cree (Japen, the Philipoines, Xorea, Southeast Asia). A group of young mis- 
sionsries went to the Philippines to continue their study of Chinese. Some 
missionzries started to work among Chinese in oversees colonies; others took up tempo- ; 
rary or permanent service in these lands. It is estimated tmt 100 Chine missionaries 
are now at work in Japen. 


There was attrition in the number of North American missionzries in Chine from 
2,000 in September 1948 to 1,100 « year lcter. At first when Communist troops were a 
threet and not a reelity, some Chinese Christi:n lezeders advised missioncries to 
leave thinking that the Chinese Church would survive better if free from the presence 
of Americans. This advice was changed shortly afterwards, and from that time until 
the present Chinese Christizn les ders have been urging missionaries to stay if health 
and family conditions mede this possible. 


7 The rete of ettrition hes been much slower in recent months. The change et 
present is largely due to lack of replecements for those going on furlough or retir- 
ing. Meanwhile some are returning: « couple (treesurer) in the U.S. on furlough 
have been granted a permit to go back to Peking; one American young lady (new) has 
already gone to Peking; other missioncries are waiting in Hongkong for the opportunity 
to return. Some 45 recruits are studying Chinese at Yale. 


Relationships of western governments with China will effect the stctus of mis- 
sionaries. All things considered, it is likely thet there will be o further reduction 
in mission:ry personnel. Probcbly for years to come there will not be over 1,100 
North American missionaries in China, and the number may be much less. 


€ & e of Missionzries: 
cf Messege from Chinese Christians to Mission Boards. Abrozd) 


1. Rapid devolution of administrative responsibility to Chinese, including . 
control of funds from abroad. — 

2. Emphasis upon technical skills and specific tasks——teachers, medical people, 
evangelistic missionaries. Example: one non-missionery recently returned from Peking 
says that all missionaries should leave China except non—ideological technicians. 
Example; An Anglican bishop of North China, who hes been in China 40 years, hés ‘ 
Signed up to do carpenter work in addition to his religious duties. 

3. Living will be rugged. This epplies to food, housing, clothing, and general 
living consitions. This raises the question whether young missioncries with children 

_SBhouldbe sent to Chine et this time. Single missionaries will heve an incrercsingly 
important place. Single women, with no men missionaries in the stations, heave ren- 
dered noteble service under the Communists in various perts of North China. 

4. Indications are thet there will be little travel of missionseries. 

(a) Travel in rural areas is out of the question. (b) There will be a development of 
regional centers and city centers of the NCC and other orgenizations. 
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5. A better knowledge of Chinese thun ever is required. So for the next two 
years missionaries mzy tzike additional preparation in North America before going to 
Chine. 

6. "It is necessary that he (the missionery) hive an open mind end heve due 
sympathy with end cndezevor to understand the politic:l1 «end social trends now opera- 
ting in Chine." | | 

7. More than ever missioneries must build bridges of internationel understand- 


ing. 


A college president wrote on December 19: "We are urgently in need of mission 
appointees. We want to feel thet you ere not only becking us up in finence which is 
of peremount importznce, but elso thet our Americen end British friends ere intimte- 
ly with us. The spirit of internationsl friendship on the cempus is the best proof 
of what ... stinds for. Understending end forbezrunce on the pe rt of our Western 
collezgues heve been the mein reason why I cen stand the onus of edministration at 
this juncture quite contrary to my personel wishes." 


8. "To BE, to SHARE, cnd to LIVE will be « significant contribution in itself." 


Reports of how missionzries sre fcring in China very from practically normal 
relationships end work, cs in Yen Ching University, to verying degrees of restric- 
tions on activities ond movement <nd shunning by Chinese, cnd in e few instinces hos— 
tility by minor officials es when three missionzries were kept in "protective 
custody" for five weeks. This latter instince wes just et the height of the wer, cnd 
later they were rele: sed end escorted to their hones. 


: On the whole missionaries ere sutisfied th.t they did right in staying end 
feel that their service is needed, that contacts are important in building right 
relationships, and that things heave gone better than canticip.ted. As c women mis-— 
sionery wrote cftcr seven months under the Peoples’ Government in North Chine, "I 
thank God thet I em alive at such a time es this and thet I em right here." 
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PROPERTY: TAXATION AND RE-REGISTRATION 


fs the Communists extended their sway throughout China during the past 
year, their need for raising revenue correspondingly increased. With the capture 
of Shanghai last May, this nced was specially apparent, and arrangements were prompt- 
ly made for the collection of the locel Land Tex. The regulations which governed 
the collection of this tax in Shanghai cre in principle not unlike these that were 
formerly in force. The rate of taxation is higher, but the present law provides, as 
did the former, for certain reductions in or exemptions from the tex. Private 
schools th-t are recognized by the authorities mey ask for a 50% reduction, and in- 
deed in practice appeals were actually presented for complete exemption. 
Information as to the outcome of these appeals hes not yet, however, been received in 
this country, et least as far es the writer knows. Private hospitals, probebly for 
the reason thet they are regarded as money making institutions, were not officially 
promised in the regulations any reductions or exemptions, though it seems that in 
practice such have sometimes been made. In these matters, with regerd to both 
schools and hospitals, much depends upon the attitude of local officials. 


Churches under the present regime, es under the former, are not exempt from 
taxation. However, if they do socicl or welfare work of recognized quality, they 
can on that ground ask for at least partial exemption. In this connection the fol- 
lowing resolution on taxation pcssed by the China Committee ct its last meeting 
(Nov. 23, 1949) is worthy of note: 


"VOTED: That it should be borne in mind that the collection of taxes is e 
universally recognized function of government. While exemption from 
taxes of property used for religious purposes is wiaely practiced in 
the West, in the oovinion of the Committee there are no valid reasons 
for requesting this of tho present cuthorities in Chine. It is sug- 
gested, therefore, that texes be paid on property used for specifical- 
ly religious purposes though this does not preclude prior negotiations 
to deternine thet the texes levied cre not discriminatory, or unreason- 
able, or confiscatory. In the case of property used for educational, 
medical or welfare purposes, we suggest negotiations for total exemp- 
tion, or failing that, heavy reductions." 


The minutes of the seme meeting that pessed the ebove resolution contain 
clso this observation to which ettention is directed: "It is noted that experience 
has shown that it is wise to pay texes before the cead-line given unless extension of 
time has been secured. Negotiations may be made later for refunds.” 


According to word recently received from China the authorities in Peking 
and Tientsin, end presumably certain other citics as well, ere now calling for the 
re-registration of deeds. It is seid thet the original needs must be submitted and 
that photostatic copies will not be eccepted. One of the major Boards is, however, 
experimenting with the use of such copies, to see whether or not the foregoing state- 
ment is true. 4A new kind of requirement is elsc steted to have been imposed, namely 
the writing of the name of < responsible Chinese in the deed. It is also reported 
from Hankow thet the authorities now require stemps put on ell deeds that have not 
been re-registered since the war, and any deed thet does not have stamps on it, mst 
now have new stamps affixed (cf. Minutes of Chine Committee ebove quoted). 

Taxation end the re-registering of deeds cre matters that are likely to call for 
much care and attention on the part of those who have the oversight of mission 


property during 1950. 
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EMPLOYMENT 
It has been estimated that 75 to 60% of China's population is engaged in farm- 
ing. Moreover, the prevailing agricultural system, that of smell farmers working on 
a few acres, has come down from tise past 2000 years virtually unchanged. Because of 
the small size of their farms, it has always been difficult for the workers to make 
enough to carry them over periods of scarcity. In this connection it is apparent 
thet family budget—studies are not as modern a technique as we might think. The 
earliest known to us in China was made by Li K'uei, an official of the State of Wei, 
about 400 B.C. After detailing the average farmer's necessary expenses for the year, 
Li's statement ends with these words: | ee 
"Therefore the deficit at the end of a yenr is 450 cash. Nothing is 
put aside for such emergencics as sickness, funeral expenses, and 
extra taxes. Consequently the farmers are always in a state of 
poverty." 
This has always been Chin's chief economic problem. (Footnote #1) Poverty in time 
of flood or drought leads ensily to famine, and fxumine to discontent, and discontent 
to revolution. The letest strugele in China, that between the Communist and the Kuo—- 
mintang, wes also largely 1. matter of the land. However, one should distinguish here 
between fact and theory, or what is even more importent between facts and propaganda 
in regard to China's land. (Footnote #2) Whether the Communists can solve the pro- 
blem--the wise use of the lund--which has beffled all their predecessors for the last 
2000 years now remains to be secn. It will be their supreme test. 


The Communists have announced, as did the Nationalists, that the remedy for the 
lack of balance in the nation's economy is industrialization. Some writers heve sug- 
gested thit the proportion of those in c«griculture, 75 to 80% of the population, 
should be greatly reduced, perhaps to less than 50% of the whole, and the manpower - 
thus gained should go into manufacturing, mining, trensportation, communicctions, etc. 
(Footnote #3) The importanco of maintaining a proper balance between these two 
essential sides of Chinz's life, industry and cgriculture, could not, perhaps, be 
better stated than in these words of Dr. J. Lossing Buck: 


"In short, China is capable of feeding herself. Collective farming and 
redivision of land would probably decrease production per ccpita rather 
than increase it. Development of transportation, communication, in- 
dustry, the professions, water control and various technological prec- 
tices are the factors which would tend to utilize the immense fund of 
labor now employed part time only end thus to raise levels of living 
within the ratio of population to land. Any national administration 
will stand, or eventusliy fall, depending upon whether or note govern- 
ment policy and services succeed in attaining © greater output per 
worker and thus an increase in the standard of living." (Footnote #4) 


As indicated above, Government will have to carry the brunt of the burden in- 
volved in raising the level of living in rural arens. No private agency can hope to 
accomplish this tesk by itself. Yet through demonstration of improved techniques, 
through the training of community leedership, and through ready cooperation with ~ 
Government on all levels, Christian rural work may yet prove itself to be an in- 
dispensable force for good in Chinese society. Opportunity here bids fair always to 
outrun capacity. 


In the cities of Chino the unemployment problem is particularly acute. This is 
due to the dislocation of ordinary life ceused by the thirteen years of war and civil 
strife through which the country has passed. It is due also to the effects of the 
Nationalist blockade of the Chin: cocst which has greatly handicapped normal trade. 


| 
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These causes have combined to make livelihood so serious a problem that it is 
difficult today either to dismiss or retain employees. For such a situation there 
is no easy solution; only peace and the hecling processes of time can work the needed 


recovery. 


Footnotes 


1. See Chapter XXXI on "Economic Development" by Wu Ching-Cheo in China, a series 
of essays edited by H. F. McNair. pp 455-457. 1946. 


2. A helpful aid to such discrimination will be found in a recont article by 
Dr. J. Lossing Buck, published in Foreign Affairs for October, 1949. 


3. Wu Ching Chao, China op cit, pp 463-465; A. Kaiming Chiu, Chinn, op cit p. 491. 
4. Dr. J. L. Buck, Foreign Affairs, op cit, p. 10l. 
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STUDENT WORK 


The Communist victory in China is considered by most Chinese students to 
be in truth a "liberation." Unaer the Kuominteng Chine's students felt frustrated, 
critical, rebellious. Administrative control in schools was often heavy handed. 
Spies and professionel students spread mistrust and suspicion. Mob violence by out- 
siders against students on campus was not uncommon. Students disappeared--perhéos 
gone into Communist-eontrolled aress, perheps into Kuominteng jails. 

The Christian Student Fellowships were pert of this scene and were affected 
greatly by these pressures. Four YMCA Student Secretaries were jailed by the Kuo- 
minteng lest year. On some campuses ali student organizations were forbidden, which 
of course virtually stopped work by the Churches and the Associations. ... 

One of the most hopeful projects in Christian work among students was "The 
Committee for Evangelism in Government Universities", a cooperative venture under the 
National Christian Council including the denominations end the YMCA end YWCA. Their 
work through the joint allocation of personnel and funds te eight or nine campus cen- 
ters wes an exemple of the effectiveness with which Christien groups could cooperate 
to approach the non-Chrictian universities. In most instances faculty and admin- 
istration welcomed the centers. This mey have been because of the relief and pro- 
grem work done among students, but, whatever its cause, it gueve a field for evangel- 
ism which has helped strengthen student varticipetion in the Church in China. 

There was a slow but steady growth in nunber of baptisns. 

At the same time under the Kuogintang regime the Student Christien Movement 
followships ettracted many students who joined not because of Christian conviction, 
but because these groups often provided the only opportunity for (limited) free 
speech and action in keeping with the socisl concerns of these students. 

With the coming of the Commnicts the camous situation chrnged radically. 
Student organizations long suppressed were now fostered. College cdministretions 
were challenged and forced to eliow student participetion in control of the schools. 

Thousends of students were pulled out of school to join the revolution, 
with the Army, with the Government, or in new training schools such es thet for for- 
eign effeirs established in Pciping. 

Generally the guarantee of religious freedom given by the Communists hes 
been adhered to. The YMCA and YWCA have felt no governmental interference to this 
point. A training conference for stucent Christian fellowship officers from Nanking, 
Hangchow, and Shanghsi was held in Shanghei in September. Nearly fifty student lead- 
ers attended. Alli were hopeful. Ali feit the challenge which Communist devotion, 
feith, und energy was presenting to the Christian Church. Most of these leaders 
reported thet the division between the Inter-Varsity Fellowship end Stucent Christian 
Movement was less clearcut ¢nd on some campuses ell Christian students ure joining 
in common program. 

Membership hes been somewhat reduced, but those who remein «re solidly 
Christian. 

On Government university camjsuses no center has been closed. However, 
Tsinghua is facing reai difficulty. This seems to be because of leck of leadership 
there. Other centers seem to heve fewer problems and the program will continue so 
fer as we can now see. 

Most Americans seem to essume thet the future of the Church in Chine de- 
pends upon the ection of the Communist Government, and most Americans are pessimistic. 
In Chine the Christien leaders and students assume thet the future of the Church 
rests with the Christians and will depend upon the quality of their life and faith. 
During these years there hos been e deepening concern among our stucent members with 
the fundementels of the Christian faith anc an increasingly leftist and redical soci- 
él interest. To this point the revolution hes ctrengthened both of these trends. 
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN IN CHINESE LIFE TODAY 


There seems to be no evidence thet the pl.ce of Christian women or their func- 
tioning is changed under the new regime. There seem to be 4 few signs that their 
opportunities for service will be increased. In co-educational universities the 
percentage of women students is high; in two instinces from 40 to 45%. 


Dr. Wu Yi-feng, President of Ginling College for Women, writes, "We in Christian 
Educetion wish to centribute what we can to the treining of women cnd the cultivation 
of personalities." With the special emphasis being placed upon the teaching of the 
young in these dcys, ond the consequent promotion of nursery schools, Ginling is of- 
fering a special course of two years’ treining for nursery school teschers. At the 
Rural Service St-tioa of Ginling, girls, during the summer, helped the country women 
pick weeds in the cotten fieids, reveeling the typical enthusicsm of young people 
todxy for this scrt of work, 


Dr. Wu went as a guest to the meeting of the New People's Political Consultetive 
Conference in Peking. Incidentelly, without her knowing it, she wes listed «s Vice- 
Mayor of Nanking for a five-day period in the spring of 1949. 


Hwa Nan College hes also introduced < specici training progrem, in this case 
for socicl workers. 


In North Chine it is reported thct Chinese public health nurses and women evan- 
gelists can go into the country when pastors cennot. Women seem to be freer to give 
evangelistic messages. 


Writing in September 1949 of the Women's Work Depertment of the National Chris- 
tian Council, Mrs. Ikenberry stz:tes, "The work of Christisn women in China has meade 
remarkable progress considering the handicap of wur and unrest from 1931 down to the 
present. Every denomination h:s its own sct up on a national level. Two years ugo 
the National Christian Council felt the time wes ripe to do something on en interde}- 
nominational level. For more then twenty yoars the World Duy of Prayer hes been 
observed in China. However, this observance wis rather uncertein. No concerted 
effort had been made to encourage its observence for all of Chine till two yeers age 
when the Women's work Depertment took it over as one of its speciel projects. In 1949 
ten provinces «nd 36 different citics reported,und this under conditions of actual 
civil strife. 


"In many places permanent World Day of Prayer Committees were set up, truly 
representative of the church women of the area. In Shengheai, the World Day of Prayer 
Committee developed into a Council of Church Women with its own constitution cnd 
officers. 


"Locel women's organizations hcve been strengthened by the chellenging program 
materiel which the Women's Work Dep: rtment hes been sponsoring in the Women's Messen- 
ger. This hes proved of such interest that the men's organizations in many areas have 
used this material," 


Writing from Wuchang on November 13, « missionary remarks, "It is with a spirit 
of thenkfulness thet I can report thet yesterday the Diocesan Women's Missioncry 
Service League held its annual big meetings, one in Wucheng, and one in Henkow, 


- attended by members from cach perish. Tomorrow delegates from erech parish in this 


center get together ct en annual business meeting, ot which time the offering for the 
year is mede from each branch end officers elected. 
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"On October 16, 1949, another Branch of the Women's Missionary Service League 
held its Fiftieth Anniversary Celebretion. The celebration had been plenned for last 
Mey, but people were too pre-occupied cnd too worried «t that time to feel in the 
spirit for < joyous celebration. Perhaps the celebration in October was the more suc- 
cessful for having been postponed over « few months of uncertainty." 


A Chinese woman leader of a Church org:-nization in Shanghai wrote in September, 
"We are fully cware of the rising challenge confronting us now ¢nd our unusual oppor- 
tunities for service. We prey for new vigor end firmer feith end will try to do our 
very best. We shell have our annucl mecting on October 6 to review the yeer's work 
and to plan for the future," : 


These and similar reports indicate that normel Church ectivities of women have 
been resumed and ere unhempered. 


% 
\ 
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HIN CHRI 


The paper on the attitudes of Chinese Christians is the result of a careful 
study of many of the reports which have come out of China. Frequent reference is 

— ——mate-to-the bulletins of the Chine Committee, hence the numbering; (48-4) for instance 
means Bulletin #48 page 4. The compiler has attempted to give the expressed atti- 
tudes of Chinese Christians with rezard to the church and its program in the rapidly 
changing situation of the past two or three years. 


A. Period of Political and Economic Flux. 


The sharp rise in inflation led to currency reform with disastrous results. 
It would seem that the Government was trying to do two things at once. The result was 
predictable in individualistic China that goods disappeared from the shops and the 
Government was finally defeated in its attempt. Such confidence in the Government 
as hed been at leest potentially present was irretrievebly lost. There is an increas— 
ing and ominous tendency to blame both military and cabinet failures upon the Presi- 
dent, for not leaving real control in the hands cf those who constitutionally should 
exercise it. Most serious of all is the feelins of the "man in the street" that the 
Government does not really care about him but only in preserving privilege and 
power. (43-4). 


Many supporters of mission work may have gotten the wrong impression that 
Evangelistic opportunities are no longer present in this country. On the contrary, 
Sherivood Eddy was scheduled to visit thirteen cities within two and ao half months in 
the Fall of 1948, and this was cerried out successfully. (47-2) 


People believe it cannot be worse than the present situation. (49-4) 


The Generalissimo completely failed to create the broadly-based and social- 
ly-reforming government which at tne time of the inauguration of the Constitution he 
genuinely seemed to desire. Except when actual war swept near to people's homes, 
inflation was ea far more constant topic of cvery man's ec »mversation than political 
revolution. It is almost impossible for those without experience to realize how 
perpetual and grim has been the struggle for the multitude of individusls and insti- 
tutions whose income has been in Chinese currency.....May the Power of Christ cast 
out the devils of fear, of self-interest, and of defeatism. (60-1) 


B. Period of Uncertainty, Advancing Communism, Preparation. 


We are not optimistic abcut immediate possibilities, only full of faith in 
the Lord of History. (48-7) : 

The people have been jittery. (49-2) 

Chinese Nationals should be given special training to provide greater 
mobility in the program of the Churcna. (49-2) 

At an emergency meeting in Nanking, we mapped out our policy on emergency 
periods. It is very heartening that nearly all Chinese workers wish to stay wherever 
they are. We all feel that our Christian organizations such as schools, hospitals 
and churches are non-political. We anticipete difficulties and even persecutions 
but "are willing to suffer for His cause." (49-2) 

We are too optimistic about the situation in Communist controlled 
areas. (49-5) 

After the few months since they had first visited that village, they warned 
against people saying either "tht it is simply wonderful" or “thet it is simply 
terrible." They remarked that "there is nothing simple about it." 


C. Early Days of Liberation. 
The first reports which came from the small and gallant band of mission- 
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aries who remained at Tsinan were most encouraging. (48-5) 


He (mame withheld) had paid a visit to the headquarters of the Border Re- 
gion in the hope that his second six months of service might be more fruitful than 
the first. He reported a successful meeting with the General in charge of the Border 
Region but found it disappointing on his return that he was to have a "body guard and 
eat in splendid isolation." 


A letter from a missionary dated, Shanghai, May 26th: "The reaction of the 
people so far to the new army has been good, the soldiers are well-equipped, effi- 
cient and orderly." 


Another missionary writing on Oct. 24th states: "Life in Shanghai has 
changed since we were liberated on May 25. Street traffic has been simplified, with 
only half the number of cars on the streets, even in spite of the charcoal burning 
trucks. Moreover, the new authorities have started to do some of the greatly needed 
street repairs. The new authorities are conspicious for their long hours of work, 
and freedom from squeeze." 


D. Period of Experience and Evaluation. 


In Manchuric where the new regime has been stricter, not only were pastors 
forbidden to receive salaries, but even frec will offerings from the congregation 
were not permitted (60-2) 


We deprecate nasty and superficial "solutions." Valuable, for example, as 
have been and will continue to be, the contributions of medical and other social 
service mobile units, we feel that in the nature of things they can do but little to- 
wards the fundamental task of maintaining and building up tho Christian Church.(60-4) 


Only those who have a recognized contribution to make to the life of the 
people will have a place within the new democracy. (71-1) 


Many fundamentzl adaptations will be called for but especially mst we show 
that we really have a spirit of self-sacrifice. Christianity must be shown through 
deeds anti not simply preaching. (71-1) 


It is a fact that the Christian Church in China has been entangled with the 
unequal treaties forced upon China undez duress; it did enjoy certain special privi- 
leges accruing from them. Church life and organization in China have been modeled | 
after the pattern in Britain and America. Traditions of denominationalism have been 
imported and taken root here. Yet missionary work in China never had any direct re- 
lationship with governmental policies. Missioncries have been sent here for no 
other purpose than to preach the Christicn gospel of love. (73-1) 


The new philosophy considers th-.t all phases of life must come under the 
influence of politics in contradistinction to the traditional Protestant view of the 
separation between church and state. It is a challenge to the Church as an insti- 
tution and Christians 1s citizens in society to perform their Christian functions and 
discherge their duties to society at the same time. In areas of social service and 
education we shell have to accept the leadership of the government and conform with 
the general pattern of service, organization end administration. (73-2). 


Less favorable impressions are: new trends toward dictatorship and police 
state methods; strictly controlled and Russion-spirited press and radio; regimentation 
of all education and compulsory courses on Marxist philosophy; materialist view of 
history, atheistic bias in the basic Marxist-Leninist ideology. (74-la) 


J 
z 
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China enters a period of powerful Russian and Marxist influence, and the 
opportunity of western countries and friends has diminished. Some day this great 
land and people will swing back to « middle road, but only after years of further 
struggle and suffering. (74-12) 


me # The nature of Communism in Chins. 
There is a sincere and earnest desire ct the top to maintain religious 


freedom because (1), of 2 wish to secure the cooperation of and maintain a united 
front with any organization in China that exerts 2 genuine social influence, and (2), 
a belief that religions arise from unhealthy social conditions, it is better to leave 
religions alone, in so far as they are a direct challenge to the governing power, and 
concentrate on changing the unhezlthy social conditions which produce then. (63-1) 


The Chinese Communist is a thorough-going Marxist and proud of his 
orthodox adherence to pure party line. He is also clear that he is unequivocally on 
Russia's side in the presont world struggle, and Tito has been officially repudiated 
in China. (60-8) 


b. The official position cf religion and © stian work under Chinese c 


The authorities will give legal recognition only to organizations re- 
garded as completely Chinose in nature. (62-b) 


Dr. ¥. W. Yen reported th:t he had personally been told by Mac Tze—tung 
and Chou En-lai that under communist rule in China there would be freedom both of 
religious faith and of disbelief. It would seem that these freedoms include those of 
religious and anti-religious propaganda. (60-2) 


Dr. Y. T. Wu reported that steps had been taken to set up an organization 
to deal with religious matters under the Ministry of Internal Affcirs of the Central 
People's government as well as within the set-up of tho People's Political Consulta— 
tive Conference. (71-5) 


A Chinese Christian student who spent several months in a communist 
Political School said that concerning religion the students were taught: The period 
of Capitalism sees Christianity in its grectest hypocrisy. Capitalists themselves do 
not believe in God. If they did they would not oppress the people. However, they 
pretend to believe in order to get the workers and other proletarians to accept these 
superstitions. The result is that the proper social dynamic of the proletarian that 
should go into change is drawn off into religion and the church. Therefore their pro- 
blems receive religious rather thin socicel solutions. The purpose of all this is to 
keop the people away from social thought and social change. 


Christian rural service confuses class distinctions. It blurs the 
fundamental issues by preaching love, forgiveness, and hence reduces the farmer's will 
to resist the landlord and accomplish the revolution. (74-3,4) 


C. née objectives of the Christian Ch der Chinese Communisnz 
The Church itself wili move with increasing rapidity along the paths of 
independence, sclf-support and self-propagaticn., Eventually radical changes will be 
necessitated in medical and educational programs. (62-2) 


d. he Cc and C 2 h. 
A woman ongineer said: "One can be useful only when one is with the 
people." (64-2) 


Bishop Tsu said that the fact tnat Christians have a point of reference 
beyond their ovm group, from which to judgo themselves, makes 2 vital difference be- 
tween them and the communists. (64-4) 


Sc. 
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Dr. Wu Yi-Feng said that Mao Tze-tung had himself lauded the missionary 
spirit. The Christian Church in China must strike its own roots deeper, and, in the 
spirit of Christ make its distinctive contribution toward implementing the social 
revolution.being carried through according to the new government's policies. (71-2) 


Dr. T. Ce Chao suggested: The setting up of a National Christian organi- 
zation with executive powers to act in the interests of the whole Christian movement 
in China; discontinuance of the present Forward Movement as such; promotion of re- 
volutionary reform within the Chinese church; promoting self-support and independence 
through productive work and through an active sense on the. part of all church 
members. ('71-2) 


The N.C.C. resolved that a full-time Chinese secretary be secured for 
the Forward Movement, with special experience and abilities in the promotion of 
Christian stewardship and support. (71-3) 


The N.C.C. resolved to approve in principle a plan for promotion of 
manual work in productive enterprises of organization of cooperative societies.(71-5) 


In the new situation the Church should readily accept criticism, discover 
its faults and truly repent of them, courageously make a determined struggie against 
the inequities of the economic order and against social evils; the Church should stim- 
ulate every individual believer, irrespective of the class to which he belongs, to 
welcome as a citizen, along vith his fellow-countrymen the advent of these great 
times. Our Churches must put themselves positively behind the movement for increased 
production. tWihile it is in the world, and while the world lasts, the Church mst 
not for a moment ceese its cffort, by strenuous struggle, self-denyinzg sacrifice and 
devout prayer, to bring society as well as individuals nearer to God, for this is the 
hope which God sets before mankind. (72-2) 


"The communist government and missionuries of the Church of Scotiand 
have agreed to joint operation of thc latter's medical school and teaching hospital 
at Mukden. This move may foreshadow a radical change in the teaching programs of all 
Similar institutions in China. According to the new plan, the communist government 
will assume the entire financial responsibilty for the hospital and school." (74-2) 


e. he position of fore m S f fore rt. 
In Ningpo, Chinese Christian leaders suggested that missionaries should 


go. (49-4) 


Outstanding Christian leaders have made it clear that they want their 
western colleagues to remain and others to join thom. (57-7) ; 


- "We pray that some of our missionary brothers end sisters will stand by us 
aa with us the perils and promises of this fateful hour of China's histcry." 
57 


No interference need be anticipated with religicus instructions or worship 
in schools so long as these are not compulsory. Schools may determine their own rate 
of fees, but they must also provide a satisfactory percentage of the scholarships for 
real poor pupils. As regards foreign support, there has been no indication that this 
mey not continue provided the schools are not under foreign control. (64-3) 


There is nothing in principle which makes the future position of the 
missionary untenable, or renders his service unnecessary. The mere presence of the 
missionary will give articulate expression to tne Christicn quality of our fellowship 
which trenscends all differences and defies all obstacles. (73-3) 


| 
| 
| 


Attitudes Chinese Christicns-4 Page-28 


It is understood thet mission funds will still be welcome provided no strings 
ere attached. An understanding needs to be reached between the Chinese church end 
the mission boards concerned, based upon the principle of seif-support on the one 
hand and e realistic evaluction of the problem on the other. (73-3). 


f. Deep Thinking 
At the biennial meeting of the NCC, November 1 to 9, it wes e time for deep 
thinking together and gathering of spiritual insight <nd inspiration rather then en 
Executive Meeting for the pessing of many (and important!) resolutions. (48-5) 


The NCC Steff Retreat in November took two days for prayer and group thinking. 
(48-6) 


A Chinese layman writes as of March 19, 1949: 

We must be keenly awere of events now developing, «nd the issues at stake. 
The walls of selfcomplacency and artificial protection which usea to shield us from 
the politicsl and social torrents that reged outside have finally been broken down. 
The movement which challenges us is fired by such fenetical zeal as hes seldom been 
seen in the four thousend yecrs of our history. Our ettitude toward our future will 
be determined by our ettitude towards this new movement. We must, therefore, seek to 
understand the oncoming chenge in its historical setting, to meintain «n honest, un- 
prejudiced end open mind, end to «rouse our fellow Christians from their slumber and 
wishful thinking. 


Our second attitude should be thet of self exemineation end criticism. If we are 
to scrutinize the pe mat in Chine with the kind of objectivity just sug- 
gested, then we should be crutinize our own movement with the seme degree of fear- 
less objectivity. Meany are the missionzries and church workers who heve identified 
themselves with the life of the common m:n. Nevertheless we have to edmit thet as 
the Christian movement hes grown in magnitude, we heave allowed ourselves to be weaned 
away from the common men, and ellied ourselves more «nd more closely with the bour- 
geoise end vested interests. We have ulso cllowed our petty and irrelevant differences 
to divide us. If we can discharge our Christian duties more effectively cnd creative- 
ly by cooperation, then let us be courcgeous enough to forget our difference ond unite 
our efforts. 


At the same time, we must lazy hold on the real spirituel foundetions on which our 
movement stands. Whether we precch or render service, our aim is to liberete the | 
human soul from bondage, so that it may grow into the full steture of manhood. As 
society grows in complexity and interdependence, we realize the necessity for more 
rigid social control, but we recognize «11 the more the need for a vigilcnt watch to 
sifeguard the freedom of the individual spirit, without which regimentetion end control 
lose their fundamental validity. 


The present initial impect here in Chine between Christianity and Communism will 
seem acute and ominous, but as time worrs on, it will not be so. Truth will be true 
and goodness good whether they are found in Christianity or in Communism; God being 
the ruler of the universe end of history, truth end goodness will eventuslly prevail. 

(Above quotation slightly condensed) 


A Chinese college president says: 
We must know the very fundamental and incvitable chenges in our present era. 
Some changes heve been due more to decay of the bourgecisie than to Communism. We mst 
know the trend of these changes in our time. Meany students are ettrected by the excite- 
ment of the crowd. Some deep thinking students feel Communism gives meening to life, 
as they are having « share in the program. To them, Christianity seems unattractive. 


There is e great need for self-eximinetion. We must also stress the importance of 
the individual, and cultivate each one's skill in line with the purpose of God. We 
must build up « Christian community, « Christian fellowship, (Slightly condensed.) 
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Growing Sense of the Need for Unity. 

If only we all of us cen start to think of the Christian enterprise in our 
locality as one single movement end our several different depsrtments of work all meke 
their own perticuler contributions, we shall find a new joy end confidence in facing 
the future. A united front is never a luxury; for the church it becomes an imperative 
necessity. (60-3) 


Apart from outside pressures, there will be perhaps even more serious strains 
within the life of the church itself. (60-2) 


Organization. The times call for a united front. Overlapping in our orgeniza- 
tions is a waste of personnel and energy, «s well as of money. We must not continue 
to carry dead churches, or dead church members. 

(From eae paper entitled "Looking to the Future in Church Work" by e Chinese Church 
leader March, 1949.) 


It is eae fact that the churches in China heve had close connections with the 
churches in Britain and Americe in personnel end financiel support. It is also a fact 
that the church life and orgenization here in Chine hes been modeled after the pettem 
in Britain end America. Traditions of denominstionalism heave been imported end taken 
root here. (73-2) 

JOINT OFFICE IN It was resolved that a Joint Office be estcblished in Peking by the 
PEKING, 13-104 Church bodies end nationel Christian organizations interested, to 

fulfill licison functions between the Christian Movement end the 
Central People's Government, the detcils of this undertcking beirg referred to the 
Ad Interim Committee for consideration cud ection. 


INDIGENEITY OF THE It wes resolved that all Church bodies and Christien orgenizations 
CHINESE CHURCH and institutions in China, which are not yet complet«iy Chinese in 
13-107 edministration, be urged to tuke steps to become 2s indigenous as 

possible, within the immediate future. To this end, from now on- 
werds the policy—deciding organs of all Churches and Christien institutions should be 
be sically composed of Chinese members, and all «administrctive systems should be 
organized on the principle of fostering o truly democratic spirit. 


ASSISTANCE FROM It was resolved thet, while recognizing the desirability of com 
ABROAD, 13-108 plete independence on the part of the Chinese Church, the Committee 

reczlizes the existence of too many difficultics, as regards both 
funds and personnel, for the Chinese Church es yet to undertcke the full burden of its 
tesk, and therefore earnestly desires the continued help of Mission Boards. 


SELF-SUPPORT It wes resolved thet from now onwards «ll Churches which have not 
13-109 yet become fully sclf-supporting should, in accordence with the prin- 

ciple of fraternel mutual aid, and teking the establishment of a 
truly independent end self-supporting Church cs their ultimate objective, together with 
their supporting Mission Boerds drew up « reelistic plan, 2s conditioned by the prac- 
tical realities of their situation, to achieve within a fixed pornos all necessary 
steps to reelize this goal. 


NATIONAL CHRISTIAN It was resolved to approve the calling of < Netionel Christian Con- 
CONFERENCE, 13-111 ference, with representctives from all Church bodies and national 
Christian orgunizetions, to consider the advances which the Chris- 
tien Movement in Chine is called upon to make in this new ere. It was further resolved 
that ea Preperatory Committee for this Conference be set up, its organization to be 
( determined by the Ad Interim Committee. 


SPEECH OF Dr. ¥. T. Wu, who hod just returned from Peking, where he hed 
DR. XY. T. attended the People's Political Consultative Conference, reported on 
13-122 the steps taken to set up an organization to deal with religious 
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Government being drafted by Christian representctives on the PPCC, end on the need 
for further stctements in future to be addressed to éll Christicns in Chine, cnd to 
Christiens “broed. He further reported on « Proposel to get up & United Relicf or 
génizetion, in connection with which e meeting was to be called early next year of 
representatives of 21} relief orgenizetions in Chine, | 
(71-3, 4, 5) 
h, rvice to Men Worship of 


The peregrephs below ire taken from A THIRD MESSAGE TO ALL CHRISTIANS IN 
CHINA FROM THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL, October 1949. (trenslated) | 


Our country hes élrecdy entered upon & new ora in its history, end as Christians 
we should with the éreatest enthusiasm Give prcise end glory to God for thet cwaken- 
ing of the socic] conscience which we See spreeding day by dey under the new Democracy, 


Although the Christien Church in Chine hes had « history of little more than a 
hundred yecrs, within this Short period it hes mde « very real contribution to the 
early beginnings end humble Struggles of this movement which hes now éwakened China 
to e new destiny. To illustrcte, in recent times per: mount importance hes been et- 
teched to Science in the reconstruction of the nétion; it was the Christian Church 
Which first Promoted liter: ture in the verneculer End used Phonetics or romanization 
to extend populer education on scele.* The emincipetion of women ¢nd children 
represents a great need in New China; it was the Christicen Church which first -dvo- 
cited education for women <nd Girls, end rin institutions Such Inf: nts Homes, 
"Doors of Hope," Schools for the Dezf «nd Dumb, Dey Wurseries; it wes clso the 
Christicn Church Which et the seme time did its utmost to oppose concubin. ge, the 
keeping of girl Slaves, tho tuking of children into the home to be rrised es future 


for the workers.* To reise the level of living of its rurcl people is the most ur 
gent duty of an égricultural nation; &géin, it was the Christian Church which first 
promoted educetion in €griculture and forestry, tried out furmers! loans, and made 
experiments in rural reconstruction, 


The College end Middle Schools este blished by the Church, end Pérticulerly the 
Colleges, are in e mé jority among the private educational institutions of the whole 
country, while their fecultics ere not wenting in Scholars and experts of renown both 
Within the country end cbrosd. These Christian Schools <1l desire to follow the lines 
of nationc] policy end the deed given by the People's Government, énd to make constant 


Christien Weekly "Tien Feng" hes most encours Ging increcse in 
circuletion during the lest three months, (48-2) 


“Very encoureging progress hes been mde by the Committee on Christian 

Service in industrizc] relations. An excellent poster depicting Jesus as 

& workmen, end Several very specic] miterizls were Given the widest pos~ 

distribution and Publicity. Our Audio-~Visuc] Aid his 


Of the Conta.) as 
well es wi nD the | 

© tion of 
nethods of 
~-bplementing what is inadequate as regards Govern-~ 
ment schools, end of upbuildi ng young.men und women with the abilitics and charecter 
needed everywhere throughout the country. The 200 eng more hospitals run by the Chrig- 
tian Church, sec ttered in verious towns both lerge end sme.1) throughout the country, 
Still comprise ct leest one-half of the medice] Se « For 
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Growing Sense of the Need for Unity. 
If only we all of us cen start to think of the Christian enterprise in our 


locality as one single movement end our several different depurtments of work all make 
their own perticuler contributions, we shall find a new joy end confidence in facing 
the future. A united front is never a luxury; for the church it becomes an imperative 
necessity. (60-3) 


Apart from outside pressures, there will be perhaps even more serious strains 
within the life of the church itself. (60-2) 


Orgenization. The times c2ll for a united front. Overlapping in our orgeniza- 
tions is a waste of personnel and energy, as well as of money. We must not continue 
to carry dead churches, or dead church members. 

(From e paper entitled "Looking to the Future in Church Work" by e Chinese Church 
leader March, 1949.) 


It is e fact that the churches in China heve hed close connections with the 
churches in Britain and America in personnel end financiel support. It is also a fac 
thet the church life and orgenization here in Chine hes been modeled after the pattem 
in Britain and America. Traditions of denomimtionalism heave been imported end taken 
root here. (73-2) 
JOINT OFFICE IN It was resolved that a Joint Office be estcblished in Peking by the 
PEKING, 13-104 Church bodies cnd national Christian organizations interested, to 

fulfill licison functions between the Christian Movement end the 
Central People's Government, the det~ils of this undert:king being referred to the 
Ad Interim Committee for consideration cud ection. 


INDIGENEITY OF THE It wes resolved that all Church bodies and Christian org:nizations 
CHINESE CHURCH and institutions in China, which are not yet completely Chinese in 
13-107 edministration, be urged to tike steps to become 2s indigenous as 

possible, within the immediate future. To this end, from now on- 
werds the policy-—deciding organs of all Churches and Christian institutions should be 
be sicelly composed of Chinese members, and all sdministrctive systems should be 
organized on the principle of fostering o truly democratic spirit. 


ASSISTANCE FROM It was resolved thet, while recognizing the desirability of com 
ABROAD, 13-108 plete independence on the part of the Chinese Church, the Committee 

realizes the existence of too many difficulties, as regards both 
funds and personnel, for the Chinese Church cs yet to undertake the full burden of its 
task, and therefore earnestly desires the continued help of Mission Boards. 


SELF-SUPPORT It wes resolved thet from now onwards ell Churches which have not 
13-109 yet become fully sclf-supporting should, in accordence with the prin- 

ciple of fraternal mutual aid, and teking the establishment of a 
truly independent end self-supporting Church cs their ultimate objective, together with 
their supporting Mission Boerds draw up « realistic plan, 2s conditioned by the prac- 
tical realities of their situation, to achieve within a fixed period all necessary 
steps to reelize this goai. 


NATIONAL CHRISTIAN It was resolved to approve the calling of « Neationel Christian Con- 
CONFERENCE, 13-111 ference, with representctives from all Church bodies and national 
Christian orgunizetions, to consider the advances which the Chris- 
tien Movement in China is called upon to make in this new ere. It wes further resolved 
that ea Preperatory Committee for this Conference be set up, its organization to be 
({ aetermined by the Ad Interim Committee. 


SPEECH OF Dr. ¥. T. Wu, who hod just returned from Peking, where he hed 
DR. Y. T. Wi attended the People's Political Consultetive Conference, reported on 
13-122 the steps taken to set up en organization to deel with religious 
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matters under the Ministry of Internsl Affairs of the Central People's Government, as 
well cs within the set-up of the PPCC. Dr. Wu also spoke of the Statement to the 
Government being drafted by Christian representctives on the PPCC, end on the need 
for further stctements in future to be addressed to <ll Christicns in Chine, cnd to 
Christiens sbroad. He further reported on « proposel to set up a United Relicf Or- 
genization, in connection with which e meeting was to be called early noxt year of 
representatives of ell relief orgenizetions in Chine. 

(71-3, 4, 5) 


h. Service to Men end Worship of God. 
The paregrephs beiow cre taken from A THIRD MBSSaGE TO ALL CHRISTIANS IN 


CHINA FROM THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL, October 1949. (‘renslated) 


Our country hes clreedy entered upon 4 new cra in its history, end «s Christicns 
we should with the greatest enthusiasm give praise end glory to God for that ewaken- 
ing of the socicl conscience which we see spreeding day by day under the new Democracy. 


Although the Christien Church in Chine hes had e« history of little more than @ 
hundred yecrs, within this short period it hes mde « very reel contribution to the 
early beginnings end humble struggles of this movement which has now ewakened Chine 
to e new destiny. To illustrete, in recent times per:mount importence hes been et- 
tached to science in the reconstruction of the nation; it was the Christian Church 
which first promoted liter:ture in the verneguler end used phonctics or romanization 
to extend populer education on « vast scele.~ The emancipation of women :nd children 
represents a great need in New Chins; it was the Christicn Church which first «dvo- 
cited education for women cnd girls, rin institutions such Infints' Homes, 
"Doors of Hope," Scheols for the Dezf «nd Dumb, cnd Dey Surseries; it wos clso the 
Christicn Church which <¢t the same time did its utmost to oppose concubinege, the 
keeping of girl slaves, the t:king of children into the home to be reised cs future 
ds ughters-in-lew, «nd other evil customs which oppressed women. The cmancipe tion of 
the working man has already become national policy today; it was the Christian Church 
which first promgted educetion of employees and workmen, elong with welfere projects 
for the workers.“ To raise the level of living of its rural people is the most ur- 
gent duty of an agricultural nation; again, it was the Christian Church which first 
promoted educetion in egriculture and forestry, tried out furmers' loans, and made 
experiments in rural reconstruction. 


The College end Middle Schools established by the Church, end particularly the 
Colleges, cre in e& majority among the private educational institutions of the whole 
country, while their fecultics are not wanting in scholars and experts of renown both 
within the country end cbroad. These Christian Schools all desire to follow the lines 
of nationcl policy and the leced given by the People's Government, end to make constant 
improvement in the content of their teaching, and corrections in their methods of 
school manegement, in the hope of supplementing what is inadequate as regards Govern~ 
ment schools, and of upbuilding young men und women with the abilitics and charecter 
needed everywhere throughout the country. The 200 and more hospitals run by the Chris- 
tian Church, sccttered in various towns both l«rge end smell throughout the country, 
still comprise ct leest one-half of the medical services of the whole country. For 


Ithe Christien Weekly "Tien Feng" has mde c most encoureging increzse in 
circuletion during the lest three months. (48-2) 


“Very encouréging progress his been mde by the Committee on Christian 
Service in industricl relations. An excellent poster depicting Jesus as 
@ workmen, end several very specicl miterials were given the widest pos- 
sible distribution cnd publicity. Our Audio-Visuel Aid Depertment has 
felt the benefit of closer working connection with NCC. (60-6) 


+ 
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the present, these hospitals must shoulder « heavy responsibility for the healing and 
prevention of diseese, while in the future they may become the foundation of ean en- 
tirely nationalized medical service. In the field of sociel welfare the Church hes 
&1l1 along been active, and from now onwards, if it is granted permission and guidance 
from the Government, it can act through countless villege Christian communities, and 
through experienced social service organizations such as the YMCA end YwCA, in con- 
tinuing to give a lead in the tasks of social reconstruction. (72-1,2) 


i. Domestication of the Church. 
In remote places where churches were lccking, without Chinese pestor or 


missionary, laymen took turns to preach. This was evidence thet the Church of China 
has taken root deeply in the Chinese soil. 


The new authorities are Chinese minded. (61-2) 


The NCC resolved thet #ll church bodies and Christian orgenizations cnd insti- 
tutions in Chine which are not yet completcly Chinese in administration be urged to 
take steps to become es indigenous as possible within the immedicte future. (71-4) 


It is probable thet Chinese perticipetion in ecumenicel gatherings abroed will 
be permitted after foreign recognition. (64-3) 


The authority of policy determination and financicl edministretion must pess over 
to Chinese lecdership wherever it hes not yet been done. Definite steps must be takm 
for its realizetion. The principle of self-support must be reitereted and steps tckm 
for its finel consummation. (73-3) 


The Christisn movement will heve its due pl:ce in the future Chinese society cnd 
will heave a genuine contribution to make. Its future road will not be a bed of roses. 
To build a new nation of the ruins of the old will not be e: sy, neither will it be 
eusy to build e genuinely Chinese Christian movement. Difficult as it is, the task 
will be easier if we can clear away some of the unnecessary obstacles in the way which 
we ourselves can remove. The Chinese church will not emerge through this historice1 
change unaffected. It will suffer a purge, cnd many of the withered branches will be 
amputated. But we believe it will emerge stronger end purer in quality, a more fit-. 
ting witness to the gospel of Christ. (73-4) 


Explanatory Stetement 


Please note thet om Page 29 all of the paregrcephs there quoted with titles in 
cepitels end numbered thus 13-104, 13-107, 13-108, 13-109, 13-111, end 13-122 cre 
taken from the Minutes of the Executive Committee of the Netionel Christian Council 
of China which wes held in Shenghei on October 25-27, 1949. These resolutions ere 
so important that it wes deemed wise to publisn them here in their entirety under 
the general heading of Section "g"--Growing Sense of the Need for Unity. The reso- 
lutions ere also published in Bulletin 71 of the China Committee on peges 3, 4, end 5. 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretiry 
Chine Committee 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y, CHINA~78 
Far Eastern Joint Office CONFIDENTIAL 
CHINA COMMITTEE NOT FOR PUBLICATION February 8, 1950 


ces of the Chris 
Communist China 


Address at the Annual Meeting of the 
Foreign Missions Conference 
January 11, 1950 


By a missionary who was in China throughout the post-war struggle 
” and who spent five months under the new regime. 


{ 


In the past two years the bamboo curtain has come down on the continent of 
China. What is happening to the Christian Church behind it? 


Four years ago in Nanking, Dr. M. Searle Bates, a man known to most of you 
said something to me that I have not forgotten. He remarked: "Everything you say 


about China can be qualifieds When I said good-by to him a few months ago, I'm con- 


fident he would agree that the same words apply to the situation now existing in 
Communist China. It is dangerous to be dogmatic. Trends are not clear. The exper- 
ience of Christians and the Church has varied greatly. What I have to say should be 
viewed in this light. 


‘Furthermore, I am well aware of my limitations. I have just finished my 

—_, first term of service, and although I was in China during the last part of the war 
3 and have been in Nanking from that time until recently, I was new and obviously lack 
both perspective and grasp of the overall problem. All I can share with you is what 
I have seen with my own eyes and felt in my heart. My intent is to bring out as best 
I can the tremendous impact of this revolution on the thinking of Chinese Christians 

and missionaries, their response to it, and their general appraisal of the problems 

that lie ahead. 


“Let us glance quickly at the impact this revolution has had on the Church. 
The dominantfeature of the past year and a half in China is not something the Chris- 
tians have done, but ‘something that has been done to them. This not only should be 
seen, but it must be felt. The revolution was like a powerful storm—wind, one that 
we knew was coming, one that we had been warned about and one we had prepared for, 
but still we did not know what it was in all its power and scope until it hit us and 


engulfed us. 


After the arrival of the Communists it is but a matter of hours until a 
new atmosphere develops. Much of it, as students posting slogans, victory parades, 
speeches and mass meetings, is a familiar sight and superficial, but deep down people 
dc begin to feel that although there are similarities, this is not like old revolu- 
tions. There is something new in it. The atmosphere is different. 


At first it is hard to pin down, but gradually Chinese and missionaries be- 
come aware of new ideas in the minds of the apologists for the new order. They think 
differentiyt 


a4 a There are outright attacks on filial piety. A man is publicly praised in 
the press because he denounced and let his family suffer for the sake of the revolu- 
tion. The wife of a famous educator, told me on the boat a few weeks ago that her 
own son, & year and a half ago, joined the Communists. They have not had one word 
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from him since that time. It is part of his discipline to the party to challenge his 
filial devotion to his parents. The old customs must be smashed, 


They unapologetically call for dictatorship. Chairman Mao in his The 
People’s 
torial. 


D writes: "The charge is made of us, 'You are dicta- 

Yes, dear gentlemen, you are right, and that is exactly what we mecn." 
Christians hearing this are deeply concerned. 

They ridicule and bitterly attack Christian concepts of love, freedom, and 
charity. They see them as a method, a tactic to quiet the oppressed. In a Commissar 
school students are taught thet love as taught by Christians is dangerous in that it 
blurs class distinctions. It is a sentimental "bourgoise" emotion which can hinder 


the revolution. It is unscientific and bad. Christians say, how will we deal with 
this? We do not talk the same language. 


The general content of their thinking is avowedly Marxist with the great 
heroes of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. Shortly after the liberation of Nanking a 
large picture of Lenin was put up over a movie house. Below it and much smaller 
were pictures of Mao and Stalin, both reverently looking to their master. 


In their thinking, there is much that is old. Nationalism is there. Often 
the appeal is simply - Save Chinal Christians can recognize that. The Confucian 


emphasis on personal example and simple living is there. They recognize that. And 
much more, But there is unmistakably a new element in their thinking, their inter- 


pretations, their dreams. This new element is the ferment of Marxist revolutionary 
thoughtt 


But it is more than what they think. Chinese Christians have felt the im 
pact of their power in organization, their methods, and their exceedingly effective 
tacts as it applies to then. 


At first one is tempted to think that they will not be able to hold power 
long and in the early months there is much talk about the return of the Nationalists 
or the rise of a third group. But soon our friends have learned that this govern- 
ment knows how to gain power and how to hold it. They grabbed power when the time 


came, through their army and their propaganda. 
Their army, so far at least, is unique for China. It is united in command, 


disciplined, well-led, and indoctrinated. While in Shanghai last summer I lived in 


a room overlooking a garrison of troops. Every morning for two hours those troops 
broke up into small discussion groups led by what I presume was a commisar. Here is 
where they learn what to think and how to act. Anyone who has seen the Communist 
army does not underestimate its strength! 


Their propaganda is the second key to power. Thought control begins the 
next morning after liberation. A whole new vocabulary appears - "Bandit Chief Chiang” 
"American imperialism" "reactionary" "friend Russia" and many more. These words are 
repeated a hundred times a day until they begin to sink in. It is not long before 
many Chinese friends agree that the United States wag indeed responsible for the civil 
war in China. The class struggle psychology insidiously creeps in. Whereas before 
when one saw a man riding in o wealthy car, he might say,"How fortunate he ist" Now 
the thought is, in Christian minds too, "The revolution is here! Your day of judg- 
ment has about comet" 


They have seized power through their army and their propaganda. But how to 
hold it takes more than these. Here they have an amazingly effective technique, one 


that keeps our Christian friends uneasy and watchful, a method that right now de- 
termines pretty much what they say and do. It is the delicate balance they have 
worked out between leniency and persuasion on the one hand and threats of ruthlessness 
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and compulsion on the other. At the moment they are genuine in their desire to win 
by generosity and persuasion. This attitude applies to our Christian Church. There- 
fore, they grant us religious freedom. It is sincere. They want us to go our blind 
way confident we will change in time. Therefore, Bibles.can be printed and mailed, 
periodicels can have some circulation, money can come in. T same tactic of winn- 
ing by persuasion applies to others. "We want a 'coalition' of all parties, we want 
and need the intellectuals, the students, the workers, the benhiinn men, the capital- 
ists. We earnestly beseech you to confess your sins, repent, and join us in building 
a new China." This approach by persuasion is disarming, appealing und winning. It 
usually works. Buf if it does not, behind it is the threat of compulsion. One cannot 
see the sword above one's head. It is rarely mentioned, but no one is free from its 
shadow. Deep down people are afraid not kmowing how, where or when it might strike. 
Papers daily cry, "Reactionaries will be ruthlessly crushed," but no one defines 
clearly just what a reactionary is. 


This delicate balance of persuasion and compulsion, leniency and threatened 
ruthlessness is the general guide to their day by day tactics. All of this keeps our 
Chinese church on the edge of its seat, a bit nervous, watchful, afraid of them and 
yet relieved that things have not been too bad, feeling free to write America but 
cautious as to what they say, not so scared that they want to quit but scared enough 
that they listen with almost pathetic intensity to whatever the government has to say. 


The Communist tactics to power have been and are surprisingly effective. 
They keep our Christian friends always on "the edge of their seats." And that is 
right where the government wants then. a 


Perhaps the most sobering impact on our Christian friends is what they have 
seen in the hearts of these revolutionaries. They have an evangelical zeal of de- 
votion. This exaltetion has not touched the masses, but it has caught the imagina- 
tion of the core of the revolution. It is largely the young, that is true, but this 
has usually been the case. Every morning this past summer several thousand students 
in army uniform at five in the morning walked past my home singing their heads off. 
They were off to two hours of indoctrination before breakfast. Their appeal is to 
youth. Sixteen out of sixty young people in one Church fellowship entered commisar 
schools This has caused grave concern among Christians for our appeal is also to 
youth. But, say some Chinese Christians, the fire burns more fiercely in them than 
in us. Here our Christian friends have felt the judgment of God upon them. -God's 
patience has run out on us, they say, for our long delay in reaching the common 
man end his needs. These Communists have the zeal for the poor that we should have. 
They are the ones who for the present have the greater, overwhelming drive for volun— 
tary poverty, suffering for something great and service to the poor. Dr. Yao K'e-fang, 
superintenden* of the Government Hospital, Nanking, a devoted layman said publicly in 
a Rotary meeting, "I have never seem young doctors so passionately interested in serv- 
ing the poor as these fellows from the north." This will in all probability die down 
and become hard as time passes, but right now it has humbled our Church and often are 
the prayers, "O God, we have sinned. Have mercy upon us. May the Lord Jesus, who 
cared for, loved and gave Himself to the poor, may He burn again in our hearts." 


For China this revolution does have new dynamic thinking, surprisingly 
effective methods and great energy! All of this, I think, can be felt in the letter 
from the National Christian Council in China dated December lLOth, 1949 which begen, 
"A new chapter in the history of China has begun, a new era has dawned)!" Most 
Chinese Christians and missionaries would agree, I think, that this is the greatest 
challenge the Church has had in its 150 years in China! 


However, God has not left us! The thing that has inspired me and humbled 
me is the way Chinese leadership has responded to this direct challenge. They, not 
the missionaries, have taken the lead. 


x 
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There is the black side to be sure. I felt,right after the war, when talk- 
ing to some preachers who had been through years of difficulty in the ministry that 
they felt with Louis the XIV, "After us the deluge!" The Church will get by for 
another ten years with support from the Mission Moards, but it cannot go on forever, 
and after that the deluget There will be many disappointments. This group may be 
larger than we are willing to admit. 


However, dependable leadership in the Chinese Church is feeling more and 
more that they not only must but can face this challenge. This is partly due to the 
fact that there is no alternative. One pastor, when asked what he was going to do, 
paraphrased Scripture saying, "If we go to the west they will be there. If we go 
to the south they will be there. If we go to the uttermost parts of the nation Lol 
they will be theret" 


For sometime Chinese Christian leaders have realized that the period of 
evading the issue or retreating to another area has ended, The time has come to 
stand before the new Caesar. This realization has brought out the eternal question- 
What is Caesar's? What is God's? There is no easy answer and the result has been 
deep confusion and mental anguish. We want an answer. What is it? Shortly before 
I left China a month and a half ago I saw a letter written in Chinese to a friend by 
one of the ten outstanding Christian leaders of China. Referring to this very pro- 
blem it said, "As I write there is deep struggle of soul within, a cross that is 


heavy and painfull" 


The deeper conflicts between Christianity and Communism as they apply to 
concrete problems in China is difficult to work out. But there is an unmistakable 
trend towards clarification of the Christian position and it is coming primarily 
through Chinese leadership. They will stand as Christians witn a Christian witness 
before a Caesar. That is as certain as night and day. 


This trend began sometime ago. In the fall of 1948 when it became clear 
that the Nationalists were collapsing and that the Communists were coming in, a 
special appeal to America, Chinese Christians called for missionaries, as many as 
could, to stay and face the change with them. In no uncertain terms Chinese leaders 
reminded us that we are a world fellowship, and if they would face difficulties 
because of us, or we face troubles on their account, that was the cost of such a 
fellowship, a cross we should bear in our obedience to our oneness in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


This can be seen at the local level as well. When the Communists 
marched into Nanking, a special committee of eleven, all Chinese, were appointed by 
the Christian Council to prepare a leaflet. Five thousand copies were printed and 
passed out to the Churches of the city to be given to representatives of the new 
government if they called. In it was a short, concise statement of our Faith. It 
did not argue. It did not cpologize. It merely stated: This is what we believe. 
Then came our work. This is what we do - hospitals, schools, clinics, orphanages, 
rural experimental stations, worship. This was followed by the name and address of 
every preacher in the city and where his church could be found. The approach was - 
we are Christians united in Christ. We have our Faith. We have our Work. We have 
nothing to hide. 


What is God's must be proclaimed with courage to Caesar, but what belongs 
to Caesar must be acknowledged. This is deep in the thinking of most Christian 
leaders. In the United States we are tempted to think of the future of the Church 
in China more in terms of what the Communist government does and therefore, it is 
easy to be pessimistic. Chinese are feeling that the future depends more on what 
they do, on their response, on their creative Christian contribution to a new China. 
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They do not want to be outside the revolutionary stream, but in it. The National 
Christian Council in a message to the Churches of China said, "We Christians cannot 
hold aloof from active participation in the social revolution which is going on all 
around us today." We too want to help build a new China. 


It is for this reason that the Protestant Church is viewed as a positive 
force. We are not reactionaries in the eyes of the government as the Catholics. We 
are positive, which, of course, translated into their language means "capable of re- 
form." Protestants were invited as official representatives of the Church in the 
People's Political Consultative Council which approved and proclaimed the new govern- 
ment last October first. In Nanking two preachers serve on the city council repre- 
senting the Protestant Church. 


These representatives accepted the invitations both as citizens and eas 
Christians. Most of them are not deceived that this is a democracy in the western 
sense. Again they are aware of the dangers of opportunism. But they are convinced 
that they might do something within whereas they could do nothing without. The 
general strategy is to keep the issue of religious freedom always in the spotlight. 
It hes been promised. Now will the government live up to it? In the Nanking City 
Council of 269 members, 20 or 7% were Christians. They met privately to discuss how 
to best bring this issue of religious freedom before the others. Dr. Wu Y-fang re- 
ports that the Christian delegates to the People's Council have met to draft a state- 
ment to the government. Liaison teams have recently been organized and they will 
travel to the big cities to present the issue to provincial governors. A joint office 
of the National Christian Council is being established in Peking to keep in direct 
contact with the governments Religious freedom is the pivot of the state-church re- 
lationship to date. On it everything else hangs! 


In light of the tension and chaos of the past year and a half, the marvel 
is that the thinking of our Christian leaders in Chine is es clear as itis. It is 
evident that all the labors of past generations, the years of work, hardship and 
cost has been good fruit. 


Four months ago, a Christian pastor in Shanghai, a man well into his 60's 
while leading his congregation in prayer had a partial stroke and collapsed. The 
strain of these times had been too great. But although a few heads went up, no one 
moved, for he never stopped praying. Prostrate on the floor, unable to move, he con- 
tinued pouring out words of adoration to God. Finally his children slipped up on the 
pulpit, lifted him to his feet and finally he ended with o strong, Amen. Then they 
carried him home. That is the spirit of the greater share of our church workers. 
— roe | be faithfult They will proclaim their message! They will carry on their 

stry 


Finally I would like to share with you some general principles that are in 
the thinking of Chinese Church leaders at this time. 


First, the missionary contribution has not ended. There are 2,000 Protest-— 
ant missionaries still in China, over 1,000 from North America. They will be limited 
in their work. They may be allowed to live in only a few big centers. But they will 
have a chance to work there if they are patient, generally sympathetic to social 


change, and quiet. 


Second, leadership, administration, money must be in the hands of Chinese. 
The government dogmatically demands a domesticated Chinese Church, by, of, and for 
the Chinese with no foreign controls. | | 


Third, the new government is more concerned about what we do than what we 
say. One Chinese bishop pointed this out to me. They cannot understand our 
language. They watch only what we do. Will the conservatives in our institutions 


. > 
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who have administrative power be removed by our own Boards or will we wait roeanent 
to act? Will preachers voluntarily get into more productive work, free of f 4 
or will they wait until funds are cut off? Will mission boards be willing to 
surrender deeds to property? Will missionaries voluntarily live on a near subsis- 


tence level? They are watching us to see. 


Fourth, the general feeling in China is that for the immediate future the 
government is going to stand by religious freedom of worship. Put we can expect more 
and tighter controls on schools, although there is reason to believe they will go on 
as Christian schools, on hospitals, and programs of social service. Outright perse- 
cution, however, is not a pressing danger as long es the Church keeps out of politics. 


Fifth, it is generally felt that frankness is our best policy. We should 
not attempt to outmeneuver them. General Marshal said of Chou En-lai, now the new 
premier, "He is the shrewdest negotictor I have ever met." If we stoop to their 
level of tactics, we will find ourselves in trouble. If we are humble, honest, 
clear in our intentions they will know where we stand and will be more likely to 
leave us some freedom. 


It is probable that letters for publication coming out of China will not 
reflect the pessimism that many feel about the future. This is partly due to fear 
of censorship and partly because of the feeling that the churches at home are in 
need of encouragement. However, it is certainly wrong to leave the impression that 
the road ahead will be bright and clear. The avowed purpose of the new government 
is dictatorial in every sense of the word. It is anti-religious, arrogant and un- 
compromising on what it considers important. Chinese are aware of this. In the 
same letter from the National Christian Council of December 10th are the words: "The 
Chinese Church will not emerge through this historical change unaffected. It will 
suffer a purge and many of the withered brenches will be amputated." Missionaries, 
whose judgment you would respect much more than mine, are deeply concerned about the 
social and political trends an Chine. 


Revolution may be a thrilling thing, but it is brutal and produces, as far 
as I can see, nothing but more suffering, more fear and more heartache for a people ,. 
already overburdened with it. But this is no time to lose heart. Mission Boards and 
missionaries have never been called to easy tasks. In the past we have always found 
opportunities opening to us in China. They will open to us in the future. Although 
powerful forces are at work in China, we need not fear the Church's future. The 
Holy Spirit in all of its power and ss is at work there. I have seen it with my 
own eyes. A little over a year ago 1 visited a small country village noted, so my 
companion told me, for its vice and anti-Christian spirit. We had the beginnings of 
a Church fellowship there, about ten people. We arrived at two in the afternoon to 
discover that our host, a young man of thirty, had lost his wife, that morning at five. 
She died of tuberculosis leaving two small children. We conducted the funeral 
service at four. There was.a large crowd in the room. They were talking, smoking, 
laughing. Many had come to see me, the first foreigner there in years. We sang a 
song. A prayer was given. Then this young man stood up to speak. He had trouble 
at first controlling his voice, but slowly it became firmer. He began to tell these 
people about the life and resurrection of Jesus. The room became silent. He took 
out of his pocket two eggs. "One of these," he said, "is good only to eat, tut in 
the other there is life! In a few days 2 chick will be born." This language they 
understood. "Before you is the body of my wife. That is only her shell, but in her 
~~ ae life eternal and that life has now gone to the arms of Jesus, her saviour 

et" 


It was then I knew why that small fellowship was able not only to survive 
but slowly to grow in that village. They understood, they believed,they were com- 
mitted to the Christian faith. There are groups like this one all over China. They 
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may falter and stumble at times. They may decline in numbers. They may grow in 
numbers. But we can rest assured the inner core will not cease their adoration and 


service of God. 


Last winter in Shanghai a destitute mother gave her year old son to a 
beggar woman. The next morning the child's body was found in a garbage can. Des- 
peration leads to extremes. 


That is the background for the changes in China. 


The result is that the Communists are in power, and they will stay in 
power by the might of their armies and their propaganda. 


The Christian Church is aware of this. It is cautious about the future, 
but it is not afraid. Religious freedom has been promised and most Christians do 
not expect outright persecution. 


Chinese Christians are Chinese. They will not oppose the new government. 
Some are already in it. They realize that their one contribution to the people of 
China is spiritual. If they do not have e Christian spiritual quality of goodness 
and love, they will decline. If they do, they will survive} 


Rev. Mr. Li, a crippled pastor of Central China said to me when I left: 
"There is only one thing I want to say to the people in the United States. It is 
this. The city of God of which St. Augustine spoke can be found in many villages 
and cities of China. It exists. It will survive." 


- 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. _ CHTNA-79 
Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE February 21, 1950 
WHAT IS N.C. ING? 


This is an attempt to present, in the form of a summarized statement, a 
picture of the various serviges to the Christian Moveinent in China in which the 
National Christian Council, in this year and month of grace, January 1950, is curren*- 
ly engaged. It is not all-inclusive, nor is it retrospective or forward-looking to 
the more distant future; it is a snapshot of the N.C.C. as it is here and now. 


The work of the Council is carried out through four main Commissions, which, 
with their constituent Standing Committees, will be listed below as the fremework of 
this brief account. There is no occesion here to deal with the internal administra- 
tion of the N.C.C. itself, but some separate notes on the organization of the various 
Comittees will be appended. It should be pointed out, however, that apart from the 
programs of the different departments, other services to the Churches are carried 
through by the General Administration, such as the collecting and furnishing of ail 
kiads of information, both general and detailed, the monthiy publication of "Hsieh 
Chin" and "N.C.c. News", the issuing of special messages to the Churches, translation 
end distribution of such materials as the program for the Universal Week of Prayer, 
the sponsoring of Visiting Teams to key cities throughout the country, and so forth. 
The Council also maintains its Research Library for public use, and loans its pre- 
mises for a wide variety of meetings, from a Theological Circle to a meeting promot-— 
ing subscription to Victory Bonds by Christian organizations, and from a Christian 
College entrance examination to a denominational Church Conference. 


THE FORWARD MOVEMENT COMMITTEE now faces the last year of its task, but will prob«b. 
ly be reorganized into a permanent Committee on Evangelism and Stewardship. One of 
its main contributions to the Churches is its provision of substantial grants-in-aid 
to enable the holding of regional conferences of Christian workers. Although it may 
not be possible this year, as in the past, to set up evangelistic meetings for well-- 
known speakers from abroad, good hopes are now entertained of securing the services 
of an inspiring Chinese missioner. A coloured poster and a series of illustrated 
tracts have just been specially prepared for the Week of Spring Evangelism; appro- 
priate materials will be prepared for the Week of Witness in the fall. Further 
bulletins and Forward Movement Series booklets are projected, and it is hoped to ex- 
tend more widely the present Bible Reading Fellowship scheme. The two main tasks, 
this year however, are to be promotion of Stewardship and Self-support, and the 
strengthening or establishing of union Councils in all major cities throughout Tthe- 
country. Towards these two spccial objectives all Committees of the Commission on 
Life and Work of the Churches will coordinate their efforts. 


THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS EDUCAT!ON IN CHINA serves as both 


the Religious Education Committee of NCC, and also as the Council of Religious Educa- 
tion of CCEA. Its program includes the following departments and projects. 
Children's Work — Daily Vacation Bible Schools (Hsia Ling Erh Tung Hui); Children's 
‘Hymnal end Worship Book (now being printed); the Builders' Series (a course for 
Children's Centers). Youth Work - a full time secretary to be secured, budget for 
this work being already provided; a Handbook for Youth Summer Conferences to be pre- 
pared this spring. Lay Training Work - a conference on re-thinking of lay training 
work to be called next March. Religious Education. Fellowship - this is an independ- 
ent organization cared for by NCCRE; 1,000 new members were added through last fall's 
membership campaign. Publications - "Religious Education Monthly" (Chinese), which 
now has 2,000 subscribers; "Religious Education Fellowship" (English), which be- 
comes a quarterly as from 1950. Promotion of Religious Education Teachers’ Sunday - 
this year September 24; 3 
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THE CHRISTIANIZING THE HOMES COMMITTEE has as its aims to win whole families for 
Christ, to encourage all Church members to make their homes Christien, and to pro- 


~ © mote the practice of Jesus' teaching in daily life. Its scope is nation-wide and 


interdenominational, and includes all small independent Churches. Seasonal programs 
are Parents' Day in the spring, and Christianizing the Homes Week in the fall. 
Leadership Training is done in Area Meetings, Workshops and Mothercraft Institutes. 
Books and pictures are published, as required, to promote the Committee's work. Re- 
gional programs are strengthened through city committees and rural service centers. 
Research work has been carried out in a study of marriage emphasizing the husbend- 
and. wife relationship. An important Exhibit on Christianizing the Homes Work in China 
was specially prepared for the Eastern Asia Christian Conference recently held in 
Bangkok, and Dr. Irma Highbaugh has been asked by I.M.C. to visit Fer Eastern coun- 


tries in promotion of Homes work. 


THE RURAL WORK COMMITTEE reports that a plan for teaching weaving has already been 
launched in Soochow through the East China Rural Service Union, and similar vocation- 
al training is projected elsewhere. Ways of cooperating with the Government in agri- 
cultural work are being explored; personal contact has been established with the new 
Vice-minister of Agriculture, and it has been suggested to N.C.C.R.S.U. that they 
cooperate with the local government's three-year plan to provide better seeds. A 
prize competition has been successfully held for writing Christian couplets for use 
at the New Year; other projects for promoting Christian customs in rural society in- 
clude Christian bands to play at weddings and funerals. A thorough study is to be 
made of 100 reports now being collected from rural churches which have actually 
achieved self-support. Study is also being made on the indigenous and challenging 
Jesus' Family groups. A half-monthly Rural Church News Bulletin has a widespread 
distribution; from 8 to 20 letters daily bring invaluable reports from readers in 
different provinces. Three pamphlets are being issued of Selected Bible Verses re- 
lating the Christian Faith to the spirit and duties of this New Age. 


ON WOMEN'S WORK CHU RC has a special concern to encourage co- 
operative work on interdenominational levels. Most churches already have their own 
denominational women's groups, well-organized and with national chairmen or presidents. 
The World Day of Prayer (the first Friday in Lent) dramatizes the world-wide fellow- 
ship of Christians. World Day of Prayer Committees have frequently developed into 
Councils of Church Women or Union Christian Fellowships. World Community Day (first 
Friday in November) emphasizing what Christian women can do for Peace, and May Fellow—. 
ship Day (the first Friday in May) add their influence for cooperation. The slogan 
eof the Shanghai Council of Church Women expresses this whole Committee's belief: . 
"Christian women working together can change the world." To strengthen local groups, 
programs suitable for Women's meetings are prepared for each issue of the "Women's 
Messenger", published monthly by C.L.S. Local Women's Groups are encouraged to re- 
port their activities, so that ideas and methods may be exchanged. In cooperation 
with the Homes Committee, Parents' Day program is prepared in the spring. This year 
a study of Women's Work in China is being made, to learn the status of Women's work 
in the various denominations, and the number and scope of interdenominational Chris- 
tian Fellowships. 


a COMMITTEE ON STUDE VANGELISM IN GOVERNMENT UNIVERSITIES was set up during the 
Sino-Japanese War to mobilize special help in meeting the situation created by the 
moving of so many Government Universities into isolated locations in the interior, 
where they could not be reached by the normal activities of churches and Christian 
agencies. From the beginning, detailed administration has been entrusted to the 
Student Departments of the National YMCA and National YWCA, and religious work was for 
a long time done in close conjunction with Student Relief and other programs, based 
upon Student Centers specially set up in several Universities. This project met with 
such success that it has been continued since the colleges have moved back to titeir 
original campuses, but the Committee still concentrates upon meeting the needs of 
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thees which are in comparatively isolated positions. The scope of this type of work 


is now limited, but religious and social programs are still being carried on by 
twelve Chinese Student Work Secretaries, with some help from three missionaries, at 
the following Centers: Amoy, Canton, Hangchow, Kumming, Shapingpa, Tsinghwa and Wuhan 


THE AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS COMMITTEE in addition to contributing its own independent pro- 
gram, is an invaluable ally to all NCC departments. The following items of work are 
those upon which it is currently engaged. Preparation of a poster for NCC Sunday; 

a poster and illustrations for tracts to be used during the week of Spring Evangel- 
ism (in cooperation with the Forward Movement); an illustrated Child's Prayer for 
wall use (Homes Dept.); a poster announcing 1950 Labor Sunday and illustrated Trades 
tracts (Industrial Service Dept.); a Stewardship wall chart and filmstrip (Steward- 
ship Comm.); a filmstrip, "Raising of Jairus' Daughter"; and a Statement of Christian 
Belief, a wall chart. A cover is being designed for the "China Bookman"; a film- 
strip for the C.C.C. Border Service Dept., and filmstrips on Malaria Prevention and 
Infant Care are being prepared; and an enamel metal lapel pin is being made for the 
China Bible House. Regular activities include selling strips, slides, paper pictures, 
supplies, etc., and renting motion pictures; also continuing to catalogue, and pro- 
mote widespread use of the $,000 odd classical and religious music records in the 

NCC Gramophone Record Collection. 


THE CHINA CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION which for many years has served con- 


currently as the NCC's Commission on Christian Education, is chiefly engaged in help- 
ing Christian middle schools and colleges. Mr. Victor Chang recently visited 4l 
schools in Central China and East China, and on his return had two meetings with 
church and mission administrators, informing them of current problems. He is also 
busy preparing for a national conference due to be held in Peking this spring. Mr. 

H. K. Ma is again off on a trip to help religious work in the East China schools. 

CCEA is seeking the cooperation of the education departments of colleges, especially 
as regards the training of teachers. The office staff continue their work of collect- 
ing educational and religious news from colleges and middle schools, so as to send 
this as information and encouragement to other colleges and schools, as well as to 


friends abroad. The office has also just sent out -onesen translated material on 


the new policies to missionary teachers. 


THE COUNCIL ON CHRISTIAN MEDICAL WORK (of the Chinese Medical Association) gives the 
following as its present activities. Survey of Nursing Education; holding a con- 


ference for Religious and Social Workers, Jan. 24-26, 1950; publication of the 
Bulletin of the Council on Christian Medical Work; compilation of a new Directory 

and Prayer Cycle; running of an Employment Bureau; distribution of nursing literature 
and equipment; preparations for the next General Conference of the Chinese Medical 
Association, Medical Missions section, to be held in Peking next May; organization of 
Christian Medical Fellowships; and collection of materials for a Reference Library on 
Christian Medical Work. Present objectives also include assistance in relating the 
work of Christian medical institutions to the policy and plans of the People's Govern- 
ment; presentation of the aims, needs and views of Christian institutions to Mission 
Committees on the field and “ission Boards abroad; and maintenance of fraternal re- 
lationships with church organizations in China, as well as with similar Committees in 
other lands. 


THE COMMISSION ON CHURCH AND HUMAN WELFARE is not itself an administrative welfare 


agency, but was set up in 1949 to assist in the much needed coordination of the work 
of Christian service agencies in China, and in the establishment of closer mutual 
relations between these organizations and the churches. A further important func-— 
tion relates to training. Several of our Christian universities have schools for the 
training of social workers, but these require further gearing into the actual needs 
of Christian service agencies, while the staffs of welfare institutions often lack 
adequate in-service training. A conference for Christian Community Center workers 
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is planned for this coming spring, and also a general cenference in Nanking for all 
types of Christian social workers. There is a real demand for this type of training 
conference, indicating one of this Commission's great possibilities for usefulness. 
The primary task of coordination, however, is as yet entirely undeveloped. This is 
so only because no budget has been granted to this Commission to have a full-time 
secretary. Its inability to go forward, on account of lack of funds, is nothing 


short of disaster. 


THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS has for its primary aims: 
to make the Church aware of and able to work with the industrial population of China, 


and to aid Chinese labor in its struggle for better things in life - health, educa- 
tion, cultural development, and an understanding of the Christian basis for all 
living. Its methods of work are the following: teaching pastors and theological 
students to understand the labor movement, and ways of working with labor; advising 
local Christian Councils as to how churches, schools, hospitals and Christian 
associations can work with labor, through their unions; preparing tracts, booklets, 
posters, etc. useful to Christicn groups in reaching labor, and for educating the 
Church regarding its common objectives with labor; emphasizing the significance of 
Labor Day, May lst, and promoting the celebration of Labor Sunday, as a means of 
cooperation with the labor unions, as well as an opportunity for the education of 
Church members; and experimenting with new types of materials for Christian publish- 
ing houses, aimed at a group of people they have not been reaching - adult, slightly 


literate, industrial workers. 


THE COMMITTEE ON CONTINENTAL AND ORPHANED MISSIONS RELIEF was organized during the 


war by the National Christian Council to give financial aid to European missionaries 
cut off from their home sources of support. This Committee, composed of nine 

members (three Chinese and Siar Wentedal : acts as the field committee of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council in administering the funds raised by the International 
Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches for the support of fifty-three 
workers of eight missions now located in Szechwan, Yunnan, Hunan, Kiangsi, Shantung, 
and Shanghai. The Committee has assisted in the repatriation of many of the con- 
tinental missionaries to Germany, and is working with the German Evangelical Mission- 
ary Council on plans to return some missionaries to the field after furlough. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. : China-80 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eastern Joint Office : 
CHINA COMMITTEE CONFIDENTIAL AND UNOFFICIAL February 24, 1950 


Shanghei (0) China 
Jenuery 1950 


Dear Friends: 


Overwhelming force of circumstances seems to decree that this letter shall be 
written every six months, instdad of quarterly as intended. Our meil-baeg from abroad 
has been very grectly reduced during the last half year, ami correspondence in China 
hes also been less than normal. I don't know how we should have managed had our rou- 
tine business not been thus somewhat reduced, for since Liberetion the tempo of our 
work hes been further stepped up, end the affairs of every dey héve been far more 
then sufficient for the day! During this period several documents of various kinds, 
self-explanatory we trust, have been posted abroad to keep our friends in touch with 
developments. I fear thet all I heve to sey in this letter will have been already 
covered, more fully and more cdequetely, by the letters sent home by missionzry col- 
leegues. However, the comments I heve to make, if stale, will «et least be less hasty 
and better digested than might have been the czese two or three months ago. 


1. e Gene Situation. The remerkebly rapid advence made both southwards and 
westwerds by the People's Liberation Army during the six months under review indicated 
not only their own fine orgenization, but also the leck of any popular or determined 
resistence. The Central People's Government is already in control of elmost all of 
China's territory, and no legitimate case whetsoever czn be mede for the thesis that 
the Kuomintang is a Government still desired by the people, though temporcrily exiled 
to Teiwaen by superior military force. Two things are absolutely certein: first,that 
the new Government hes come to stay; and secondly, thet there is no future for the 
Kuominteng. The full recognition of the Central People's Government elready accorded 
by several foreign powers is entirely in line with any objective assessment of the 
actual situation. It is indeed unfortuncte thet special factors heve recently arisen 
to complicete the political issues involved in such recognition. The blockede of 
Shanghei, et first leughed at es a peper farce, has in fact proved a somewhat grim 
reality for this great port. Among its consequences has been e strong impetus to- 
werds implementing the new policy, planned apart from this perticuler incentive, of 
moving meny fectories end certein industries away to inlend cities where native raw 
meterials ere et hand, and of decreasing the importence of this city as a centre of 
foreign imports end of foreign exploitation. It is greetly to the credit of the new 
euthorities thet they have been as successful as they have in meeting the colossal 
administrative problems of teking over Shenghai. The stopping of infletion for a 
period of several months efter the continuous yeers of this evil experienced under 
the Nationalist Government seemed nothing short of a mirecle. It was correspondingly 
disappointing when the process resterted. Yet it hes been kept within reesonzble 
bounds and two or three comperative halts heve been echieved within the list cuerter. 
The new Government hes been far more realistic end successful in devising curbs to the 
“process then its predecessors ever were. The present drive for selling Victory bonds 
proceeds apece, end will greetiy strengthen the Government's finencial position. The 
real time of testing, however, is yet to come. Administration in the countryside 
seems at present far less satisfectory then in the towns, end already widely unpopuler. 
Serious femines this winter will undoubtedly present insoluble problems. But as yet 
cq these ere matters of policy, of administrative skill, and of circumstance, not a re- 
sult of corruption or of indifference to the welfare of the common people. Continual 
study and self-criticism are outstanding characteristics of the new ere, which el- 
though applied within ea strictly delimited field of freedom yet hold great possibili- 
ties of learning from experience. The spirit in which the authorities cre at present 
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addressing themselves to their problems is as commendable as the miraculous and 
wholly consistent discipline of the troops. The attitude shown towards Westerners 
has been almost uniformly "correct," but noticeably lecking in that cordiality which 
hes been so typical of Chinese courtesy in the past, while movement of missionaries 
has been severely restricted. In time relations may become more friendly with cer- 
tain approved groups, but it is to be anticipated that travel restrictions will large- 
ly remain. Large numbers of Russian advisers and "experts" sare slreedy in the North, 
where they enjoy similar or greater privileges than those hitherto accorded the 
Westerner. Immense and skilfully organized processions have been a big feature of the 
last few months, and illustrate the clever methods adopted to popularize the new 
regime. In spite of these, and in spite of the mushroom growth of Trades Unions and 
workers Unions, and notwithstanding the enthusiastic support of the student class in 
general and of many intellectuals in perticular, it is still true to say that as yet 
the new regime rests more upon disgust with the old than upon convinced ettaechment to 
the new. Meenwhile it is the aim of the ‘ew Vemocracy to rally support from all 
clesses not regarded as hopelessly reactionary, including céepitealists end many reli- 
gious groups. During the anticipeted 20 to 30 years of this New Democratic era, gene- 
ral policies will be pre-Socielist, and a further period of genuine Socialism is 
planned to precede the thorough-going Communism which thus admittedly lies a consider- 
able way ehead. But let there be no doubt of the clearly enviseged gozl to which 
these preliminery steges are the evowed preparation, or of the significence therefore 
to be etteched to pheses of policy en temporary. 


2. e Chr a € e New - There can by now be no doubt <s to the 
officiel attitude of the present regime tow: rds religion. Freedom of religious be- 
lief, elong with cn equel freedom to disbelieve, presumably including propsgenda on 
both sides, have not only been publicly proclaimed es being cmong the besic principles 
underlying the new Constitution, but successful uppezl hes repe:tedly been mede to 
this evowed policy in redress of inconsistent «ction teken by subordinate officizls. 
Apert from the very considerable number of Christians who attended the People's Poli- 
ticel Consultitive Conference which prep:red for the new Government end the new Con- 
stitution, seven delegetes were officiclly invited specifically to represent religious 
classes. Of these, five were Protest:nt Christizcns, one wes a Buddhist, em one a 
Mohemmeden. The proportion of Protestant Christicns in this group, es well es the 
absence of seny Roman Citholic, is highly significant. Protestant Christiznity is ob- 


-‘wLlously regerded, at leest in some of its branches, ts not so reection:ry «s to be 


incapeble of reform. It is in fact recognized as « reel socizl force, with a genuine 
contribution to mke in the United Front desidereted during this New Democretic stage, 
when the Communist rerty in leadership welcomes the cooper: tion of «ll "reformeble" 
and potenticlly progressive elements in society. The official theory is that religion 
will die a naturel death as the socizl order cdvences, and thet persecution is there- 
fore a mistcken policy. The five Christicn delegctes were Mr. ¥. T. Wu (Netionel YMCA) 
Miss Cora Deng (National YWCA), Dr. T. C. Cheo (Yenching School of Religion), Dr. H. Y. 
Cheng (editor of the "Christicn Farmer"), ind vir. Liu Li:ng-mou (Netion:l YMCA). The 
fact thet these delegates were invited by the Government, amd not elected or officially 
appointed by the Churches end Christian org-nizations they were regarded es represent- 
ing, indicetes the way in which under the new regime the ruling party reteins full con- 
trol. Only those in whom it places complete confidence cre being given officicl 
recognition or positions of responsibility. On the other hand, the Churches heve thus 
been eble to enjoy the advantages of licsison with Central and local Government suthori- 
ties, without as yet heving their own officially appointed leaders pleced in positions 
where they will inevitebly be subjected to tremendous politics] pressure. It is evi- 
dent thzt ell of the people listed ubove enjoy consider: ble prestige end power as 
result of their membership in the P.P.C.C. Their position in the Christian Movement, 
and their future reletionships with the Christicn lez tiers who are democreticelly electex 
by the Churches themselves, are matters of delicacy, which msy give rise to considera~ 
ble difficulties «es time goes on. It hes been hoped thet the Central Government will 
set up a speciel Religious Affeirs Committee under the Ministry of the Interior. A 
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certain Mr. P'u Hua-jen has been designated to head up the work of this Committee; 

Mr. P'u was once an Anglican priest, and those who have recently interviewed him have 
gained a very favorable impression of his knowledge. of, and sympathetic interest in, 
the effairs of the Christian Church. It now seems doubtful, however, whether the 
Government is willing to proceed with this plan; even if it is cerried through, we 
have yet to learn the effectiveness of the direct relations which would then become 
possible between the Churches and such an organ of the Central Government. The life 
and work of city churches seem so far to be continuing for the most part without pro- 
found change, except in the North-Eastern provinces, though there has been some pro- 
gress towards self-support in the North. As regards country Churches, however, it is 
estimated that about 80% of those in North China have already ceased to function as 
organized communities. This figure is too eloquent to need comment. There ere s«ve- 
ral factors which have caused this terrible decline, among which the timidity of many 
Christian leaders.cannot be denied; yet there have been many grim causes for timidity 
which are little known. One of the most ominous factors in the present situetion is 
that those representing the Government at higher levels, including the aforementioned 
Mr. P'u Hua-jen, while edmitting that the conduct of many lesser officials has been 
contrary to official policy, heve declared that they cannot deal with these deviations 
by orders from the top (why not?), but can only gradually educate subordinates to a 
better understanding of their proper duties. One cannot but surmise that top-ranking 
officials (just as one would expect) are not really perturbed at anti-religious ten- 
dencies on the part of lower grade officiels, so long as the correct "official policy" 
can be sufficiently demonstrated to secure a certain amount of confidence and coopera- 
tion from the Christien intelligentsia during this period when a bid is being made for 
popular support. They are naturally unwilling to seem to be favoring religious 
interests. Interpretations put upon fects of this kind will neturelly very. It is 
the writer's personal opinion that the safest course is to take with the utmost seri- 
ousness the implications of Merxist philosophy, rather than pragmatic adaptations of 
official policy. In Manchuria, only 47 of the original 291 Churches of the C.C.C. 
Tung-Pei Synod now remein, end only 4 out of 14 Christian hospitals (apart from the 
Mukden College Hospital, which has been hended over to the Government on 4 eight-year 
agreement). On the other hand, we heave again to look closely at the other side of the 
picture. The Churches which remain cre entirely self-supporting, end Christian leed- 
ers on the spot manifest greet courage and hopefulness. In other words, the greatly 
reduced Christian Church which remains organized is in many ways healthier cnd more 
independently strong than ever before. A recent extensive tour by Mr. Victor Ching, 
of C.C.E.A., in Central and East Chine revealed thet the finencial difficulties now 
being faced by Christian Middle Schools, lergely due to the much smeller student en- 
rollment resulting from the economic inability of many parents to continue sending 
their children to these schools, will probebly result in the enforced closing of meny 
of them during the spring term. Property for these reasons inadequately used may 
easily be requisitioned by Government authorities. Mr. Chang also pointed out the 
serious problem creeted by the noticeable age gap between Principals and elderly Deens 
on the one hand, and young Deans and teachers on the other hand, making it extremely 
difficult to find suitable successors for administrative posts. It may be anticipated 
thet within the next year or two the number of Christian Middle schools will be greatly 
decreased. Should this result in those that remein being more adequetely staffed with 
real Christian teachers, and more adequately equipped so as to compete successfully 
with other schools, this will meen « rezl gcin. But only intelligent and very coopera- 
tive plenning wiil achieve such « heppy result. It is no easy mtter to maintein the 
religious element in our Middle Schools. The absence of religious elective courses 
from the curriculum deprives the Christian teacher of e naturel sterting point for 
Christian work; on account of their ege, Middle School students cre more susceptible 
to propaganda pressures than College students, and an ctmosphere can be created in 
which any reference to religious faith may be at once objected to. Here in Shenghei 
conditions in Christian Middle Schools vary from considereble extre-curricular reli- 
gious activities having the eager support of large numbers of students to those ob- 
teining in & prominent school which celebrated with gusto the birthdsy of Generalissimo 
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Stalin, but for the first time had no observance whatsoever of the Birthday of Christ. 
The far more favorable conditions at present obtaining in the Christian Colleges can- 
not but be adversely affected, as time goes on, by weakening of the Christian element 
in secondary education. As regerds the medical profession, a few Christian hospitals 
have even been razed to the ground, but many others are now in high esteem. The con- 
tribution of Christian medical work to the health services of the country is so great 
that the Government could not possibly at this stage afford to see most of our Chris- 
tian hospitals and clinical work stopped. Direct religious work in Christian hospitals 
however, may be prohibited. Situations moreover naturally grow, or may be forced into 
being, in which our hospitals find it necessary to appeal to Government authorities to 
take over their administration by agreement. It may be feared that the number of such 
cases will gredually but steadily increase. Taxation has already created many serious 
problems, though it is quite evident that there is as yet no uniform national policy 
in this respect. In some areas land tax has to be paid, while other taxes are remit- 
ted; in others it is the lend tax which is remitted, while house and business taxes 
are levied; in other places there has been a 50% remission of taxation, and so forth. 
To date it would seem that no discrimination is generally made against Christian insti- 
tutions as such, and a favorable response has very often been given to appeals against 
the taxes levied. It is obvious, nevertheless, that taxation is potentially a dire 
weapon against Christian Churches and institutions. Enforced levies on Christian in- 
stitutions seem in some places to have been experimentally made for relief purposes, 
on the grounds that, since Christian Churches have themselves been engaged in relief 
work in the past, they should be gled to contribute towards the far more efficivnt and 
thorough-going relief measures which can be cerried through by the Government. Here 
agein is a very great potential danger. These, however, indicate forebodings for the 
future; the tale to date is in fact not one of insupereble difficulty. 


3. Present Trends Affecting the Christien Movement. The Christian Church is under 
grave suspicion on eccount of its reputed connections with imperialism and capitalism. 
The use of these two terms is usually extremely undiscerning. Yet, to be honest, we 
have to admit thet the inclusion in the deeply resented Unequal Treaties of clauses 
protecting the work of the Christian Church in China has long given natural rise to 
the belief that foreign governments have cn interest in the missionary cause. It is 
indeed unfortunate thet, in the difficult conditions of those times, the ‘ultimetely 
harmful effects of those provisions were not anticipated. Yet even without this very 
reel embarrassment to the Chinese Church, other features of missionery work are today 
being criticized as "imperialistic." The outstanding quelity of the type of Chinese 
Christian leader who visits abroad must not blind us to the fact thet on the whole the 
missionery has not been sufficiently wise and determined as regards training of more 
adequate locel Christien leadership; greater achievements here would heve permitted 
fer more hending over of administretive control to Chinese colleagues, hed the mis- 
sionary been sufficiently in earnest. The heppier position of top-level administrative 
Christian bodies, where missionzries have gladly served under the competent leadership 
of Chinese administrators, by no meens reflects the typical impression mde by the ais- 
sionary movement as e@ whole. Undoubtedly our Chinese friends must bear some of the 
blame for the situation which hzs been developed and perpetuated during the course of 
several decedes, since so meny of them hive encoureged the missionery to acquiesce in 
positions of long continued leadership. A relationship ineviteble at the beginning 
should have given way earlier to a more equel pertership. The missionary, moreover, 
in spite of his simple ways of living as judged by his own standards, hes usually 
lived et a far higher economic level than thet of his Chinese essociates. There have 
often been very adequate reesons why the saleries of Chinese workers should not be 

- reised above the economic level of the community in which they work; the only solution 
to this dilemma would have been for yet more sacrificial adaptation on the missionary's 
part to the standards of living of those among whom he has been working. Under the 
pressure of preveiling currents of thought in Chinese society es « whole, such elements 
as these in the Christian situction tend at present to engage the attention of meny 
people more then the permanent achievements of the Christian Movement. It is a 


. 
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situation which cells for humble patience end sympethy, and cannot be helped by re- 
sentments, however justified on an objective appraisal of the situation <s « whole. 

At present we meet also with the anomaly of e subconscious resentment on the pert of 
Chinese Christians es regerds the fict that so much Christian work depends to ¢ very 
lerge extent on foreign funds, while they are making as yet comperctively little real | 
prectical effort to raise the money which--in spite of «ll the difficulties—-could be 
contributed in China, were the Church reedy to make its own truly secrificial effort. 
Of course there are wonderful exceptions, but these only prove the truth of the gene- 
rel contention. There would seem to be much velue in an opinion expressed more than 
once by en outstending Chinese Christicn leader, that it was ea tragedy th:t it wes so 
tceken for granted by missionary end Chinese leaders alike that after the end of the 
Sino-Japanese Wer Church and Mission relations should be restored as far «es possible 
to the stctus quo ante, as & result of which many gtins hardly won in the way of in- 
dependence end self-support were inadvertently sacrificed. The Chinese Church at 
present very much feels the need of continued finencial support from «broad, and it 

is cleer thut so far the Government hes no objection to the inflow of foreign money, 
provided that steps ere taken to dispel suspicion of imperialistic interests. A 
phrase commonly used is "Funds with no strings attached." Ageinst the political beck- 
ground, this hes to be sympathetically understood. On the other hend, there would 
seem to be a need for m-intenence on our part of the principle of "responsible giving. 
The solution of these two points of view lies in the practice of having all budgets 
initicted by the Chinese Churches themselves, and giving by foreign agencies made 
within the framework of such requests. Complete freedom from any foreign administra- 
tive control mey be . balanced by accurate reporting of the use of funds donzeted. If 
the Chinese Church is to be recognized as a "People's Organization" in China todsey, 

it is essential thet administrative control be in Chinese hands. This would be desirm- 


‘ble even apert from political pressure, and has indeed been the gozl to which most of 


us heve been working, though sometimes with reprehensible tardiness. On the other 
hend, the continued presence of missionaries within the Christian Movement in China 

is genuinely desired, and will be even more deeply appreciated as time goes on and as 
the new patterns are worked out. The spectacle of e whole netion being set to study 
the doctrines of economic determinism end historical meterialism is very impressive, 
end from the Christian point of view, equally alarming. Of course, since the majority 


_ of the nection is still illiterate, those as yet cupeble of being directly indoctri- 


nated are limited in numbers, but comprise most of the potential leeders of the 
present and the future. Not only heve students in the schools end professors in the 
colleges to study the tenets of New Democracy, benk clerks end post-office assistants, 
union officials and hospitel nurses «lso hzve to study and discuss the political think- 
ing of Mao Tse-tung. Marxist philosophy, edded to the previously existing belief in 
the extreme importance of science, is creating an atmosphere of secular materialism 
in which only e convinced religious faith is capeble of survivel. The scope of our 
student evangelistic work in Government Universities is alrecdy inevitebly greetly 
curteiled, though to dete all centres continue to function, and from Amoy came the 
news of two students receiving beptism and entering the Church on the first Sunday 
efter Liberation, when a most inspiring Communion Service was attended by ebout 60 
persons. The effect of recent developments upon the mind of many Christian student 
workers is to make them realize thet only the more specific elements of Christian 
feith and practice offer a raison d'etre for the continuance of Christian fellowships 
end Christian student work as such. This, again, is all to the good. The effect of 
present trends from outside upon the Christian Movement is to subtract quantity and 
enhance quality, to challenge to harder thinking end deeper faith, amd to hasten those 
internal reforms and Christian unity which have long been the goal of wise Christian 
leeders in the Church, whether Chinese or missionary. 


4. Trends within the Christien Movement itself. The impect of present changes has 
naturelly affected different Churches in different ways. Many have not yet risen 

above the negative reaction of desiring to walk softly, and to preserve as far as possi- 
ble the status quo within the Church. A smaller number of "progressives" et the other 
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end of the scale are so eager to embrace all the thinking of the new era that they 
tend in some ways to be more "advanced" and less practically tolerant than Communists 
themselves, so that one is tempted to wonder whether their continued adherence to the 
Christian cause is anything more than an emotional hang-over. Some of such friends 
have begun to express the thought that the Russian Church must naturally provide the 
ideal pattern for the Christian Movement, and would greatly welcome missionaries from 
the Soviet Union. For the most part, however, Christians although eager to make neces- 
sary adaptations, are determined to hold fast to the essentials of the Christian faith; 
they are convinced that the Church must become independent and self-supporting, though 
they have not yet fully put their shoulder beneath the burden of this vitally impor- 
tant task. There is a rising tide in that desire for Christian unity which has long 
been a merked characteristic of Chinese Christians in general, unless under strong 
missionary influence! Western denominational history means nothing as a rule to the 
Chinese Church, and there is as yet so little genuinely Chinese theological thinking 
that denominational principles and differences for our Chinese friends are usually 
matters of custom rather than conviction. A strong exception to this, however, is 
found among many Fundamentalistic sects, where Biblical interpretation is a dividing 
issue. By and large, a very real desire exists for one united Chinese Church. The 
Lutheran Church in China seems about ready to re-join the NCC, which is a source of 
immense encouragement. In certain other quarters the thought has been expressed that, 
as missionary influence in this matter lessens, other denominations which are not at 
present within the membership of the NCC will see their way towards the type of 
federal cooperation which the NCC represents. There is today, however, a further 
demand, of which Dr. T. C. Chao is en outstanding spokesman, for a deeper expression 
of Christian Unity than this, and a proposal has been made advocating some kind of 
National Christian Executive Organization, presumably a reconstituted NCC, through 
which the Christian Churches will be able to act in edministrative solidarity in 
response to the opportunities and difficulties of the new epoch, while retaining their 
freedom of faith and religious practice. Such a unity, if it proved possible, would 
constitute a great strength, and also present a great danger, «rising from its greater 
vulnerability when subjected to political pressure. On the other hand, this desire 
seems at present rather incompatible with the trend towards an extension of the older 
type of cooperation to a yet wider sphere, for Churches which have hitherto been un- 
willing to join in federal unity would probably fight shy of even the mildest form of 
organic unity. It will be a matter of immense concern to see which of these two trends 
predominates in the near future, or whether in the providence of God both movements 
progress together. The need for self-support has aroused a new and deep interest in 
what are often known as "indigenous sects," such as the Jesus’ Family, Little Flock, 
and other movements which have achieved a native strength in rether tragic contrest 

to the dependence of those more liberal end cooperative denominations which are close- 
ly linked with the Older Churches of the West. A recent visit paid by Mr. S. P. Wang, 
our rurel work secretary, to the home of the original Jesus’ Family group near Ma 
Chuang, in Shantung, revealed the deep strength of this particular sect. The first 
Jesus' Family was founded twenty-nine years ago; the movement is entirely independent 
of outside aid, manifests the power of faith and prayer in daily life, practises com- 
munal living with such success that Communists who have studied it have been disap- 
pointed to find that its methods cannot be divorced from "superstitious" belief, and 
now reports a totel of 173 seperately orgenized "families" up and down the country. 
There is no doubt thet other Churches have much to learn in certein weys from sects 
such as this. It is very doubtful whether they for their part will be willing to join 
in a movement towards unity with less indigenous, and to their mind, less Scriptural 
groups. It would be a great thing for the Christian Movement in China should such 
mutual understanding cnd opoperetion come about. Another trend to be marked today is 
signalized in the unofficial status alrezdy accorded by the Government to the YMCA ani 
YWCA. The factors leading to this have been apprecietion for their social service to 
the community, the fect of their very intimate connections with society at large, 
recognition of the large degree of self-support achieved by local Associations and 
also of the politically progressive views of the majority of their secreteries, and 


. 


as heve technical qualificetions enabling them to make a China-—80 -7- 
ibution desired under the new regime will be granted entry visas, and they 

the prestige of their representatives appointed to the P.P.C.C. This means tha 
Government officials and others will tend to think of the Christian Movement in terms 
of the YMCA and YWCA rether than of the Churches, whereas the more conservative 
Churches, on the other hand, may tend to be yet more uneasy as to the sound Christian 
stending of the Y's. A tension in this matter may gredually develop, the outcome of 
which it would be difficult at present to foresee. 


5. The End of the Missionary Era in China? A question mark is pleced at the end of 


the title of this section, not as denoting any doubt in the writer's mind, but to 
forestall possible misunderstanding of this as too categorical a statement! The total 
number of missionaries in Chine today is almost certainly below 2,000 (as compared 
with some 3,500, the peak figure since the end of the war, and with the pre-war level 
of almost 5,000 on the field). It is doubtful whether this number will greatly in- 
crease. The effect of recognition of the People's Government upon the entry or re- 
entry of missionaries into Chine has yet to be observed. But celthough it is probeble 
that reedy facilities will be given for families to rejoin missionaries already work- 
ing here, most think it very doubtful whether entry on a large scale will be tted 
even after recognition. One surmises that probably only such new missionsries/will 
presumably be very carefully screened. Older missionzries whose record of past serv- 
ices in China stends the test of sovernment scrutiny may be permitted to return, but 
they will scarcely do more than provide the replacements needed to maintain the pre- 
sent numerical strength of those on the field. Although somewhat greeter freedom of 
movement will perhaps be permitted to Western missionzries at a future date, it is 
most unlikely thet they will be able to travel around és in the past, and their work 
will probably have to be confined in the main to their areas of residence. The reason 
however, for suggesting that the Missionary Era in China hes now alresdy come to an 
end has far less to do with the number of missionaries now «ble to serve in this coun- 
try then with the situation here which alrezdy exists or is rapidly developing within 
the Christian Churches themselves. The Christian cause in Chine inevitably stzrted 

&S & missionary movement. As thet movement bore fruit, an indigenous Chinese Church 
begen to grow. For a long time now, Church mtters, in the narrower sense, heve for 
the most part been administered as affairs of the Chinese Church, not of Mission Boaris 
es such. On the other hand, the control of many of the larger institutions, the ap- 
portionment of « considerable amount of funds from abroad, and the allocation end 
supervision of missionary personnel heve largely remeined in Mission hands. Mission 
and Church heve thus worked side by side for several decades. Even without the im- 
pect of the present political and social revolution, it would be desircble to eccele- 
rate the process of that devolution by which the Missions decrease in order that the 
Church may increase. As it is, we may recognize the hand of Providence in the pres- 
sure upon the Chinese Church today to become completely autonomous, and és speedily 
independent as possible. This certainly does not mean that there is no place for the 
missionary, or for mission help. The change is thet it is difficult to see how in 

the not fer distant future there cen be any stetus for the one, or means of entry for 
the other, outside of the framework of the Chinese Church, understood in a broad sense. 
It will be some time before this change is complete, but its acceptence in principle 
from now on will avoid unnecessary difficulties and misunderstandings. A further 
reeson for suggesting thet the Missionary Ere es such hes ended arises from the very 
greatly limited sphere in which the missionary can now render desired or effective 
service. Not only are there many cogent reesons why in Chine todzy comparetively few 
edministrative positions may yet be filled by foreigners, with the number of such posi- 
tions constantly decreasing, but the prev: iling atmosphere also mekes it imperative 
for the missionary engeged in preaching, evengelistic work, teeching, or social serv- 


ice to speak and act quietly and with great circumspection, if he is not to herm the 


ceuse he represents. Even in the counsels of the Church, except in smaller or infor- 
mal groups, one often feeis that if any thought or policy is put forward by one's 
Chinese colleagues, it will gein nothing from the foreigner's support, while if the 
thinking or suggestions are new or different from Chinese opinions already expressed, 
what is being advocated mey be at a discount or even suspect, simply because of its 
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missionary source. These facts are in no sense to be interpreted in terms of personal 
antagonism—the warmth of friendship remains; they are simply illustrations of the 
reality of the complete revolution through which China is passing, and of the very 
right and necessary recognition that from now on the Christian Church here must truly 
stend upon its own feet-——-better even, under God, its own mistakes than other people's 
success. Yet the missionary's presence is wanted. His counsel and experience will 
be sought and valued in personal intercourse; he is a symbol of that ecumenical fel- 
lowship which the Church desires to maintain; more than ever can he make his contri- 
bution in terms of Christian character and insight, of Christian love and Christian 
faith. But all this as a member and servant of the Church in China, rather than as a 
foreign missionary, with an independent status apart from any Chinese Church, organi- 
zation or institution. Of course this Joes not imply any but the closest cooperation 
in the past between the missionary and the Chinese organization within which he has 
usually served; he has, however, hitherto often retained a freedom of movement and 
working, as far as his Chinese colleagues are concerned, as well as a separate source 
of income, all of which result in at least a large measure of practical independence. 
There may be some opportunities in future for missionaries with special technical con- 
tributions to work in Government agencies, but those are likely to be strictly limited, 
at least for the Westerner! The technical qualifications which have been frequently 
advocated have been thought of as assets or as requirements for the ordinary mission- 
ary in future. It is still necessary to await developments in the political and 
international spheres, and further light from actual experiences of the Church during 
the next year or two, before specific recommendations can usefully be made in this 
connection. It may, however, be emphasized now thet, with the exception of teachers 
in Christian Colleges and possibly also missionary experts employed by Government in- 
stitutions (about which nothing can yet be said), it is not highly specialized quali- 
fications which are called for, so much as types of general technical ability through 
which the missionary could help in small-scale production projects, and contribute as 
a citizen to social development works suitable to China's present needs and possibili- 
ties. Experience of simple home industries is likely to be of greater use than an 
honours degree. But personnel and services alike must be pleced at the free disposal 
of the Chinese Church, not given to further new Mission—inspired or Mission-controlled 


programs. 


6. The Chinese Church Looks Forward. With a greatly increased load of responsibility 


now placed upon the shoulders of Chinese Christians, in what ways is the Chinese 
Church planning to meet the future? In answering this question, delay in completing 
this Newsletter at least gives the advantage of being eble to report decisions made 
at the recent NCC Executive Committee meetings. This Committee met for three days 
last October, when the winds of a new spirit were clearly stirring. At its gatherings 
from January 24 to 27 inclusive much follow-up planning wes crystallized in several 
important concrete resolutions. The following three resolutions (given in a literal 
translation) indicate the principles stressed in October. "It was resolved that all 
Church bodies and Christian organizations and institutions in Chine, which ere not yet 
completely Chinese in administration, be urged to take steps to become as indigenous 
es possible, within the immediate future. To this end, from now onwards the policy- 
deciding organs of all Churches end Christian institutions should be besically com 
posed of Chinese members, and all administrative systems should be orgenized on the 
principle of fostering a truly democratic spirit. It wes resolved that, while recog- 
nizing the desirability of complete independence on the pert of the Chinese Church, 
the Committee realizes the existence of too many difficulties, as regards both funds 
and personnel, for the Chinese Church as yet to undertake the full burden of its task, 
and therefore earnestly desires the continued help of Mission Bosrds. It was resolved 
that from now onwards all Churches which hive not yet become fully self-supporting 
should, in accordence with the principle of fraternel mutual aid, and taking the 
establishment of a truly independent and self-supporting Church es their ultimate ob- 
jective, together with their supporting Mission Boards draw up a realistic plen, as 
conditioned by prectical realities of their situation, to achieve within a fixed 
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period all necessary steps to realize this goal." In his stirring opening speech, 
Bishop Z. T. Kaung had called upon the whole Christian cause in China to achieve a 
new unity, and to prepare thoroughly for the profound changes demanded if the Church 
is to win its due place in the life of the nation now being completely unified under 
the New Democratic regime. Written proposals from Dr. T. C. Chao, along similar lines, 
had called for a Movement of Revolutionary Reform within the Chinese Church. It was 
highly significant, ami equally encouraging, that for the first time these Executive 
Committee meetings in October were spontaneously held entirely in Chinese, instead of 
the customary English— it had long been felt that such deliberatiors of the Chinese 
Church should be conducted in the national language, but custom and convenience (e.g. 
use of typewriters) had long delayed the change. (If anyone is inclined to label 
these advances as “naticnalistic" in a bad sense, he need only ask himself if he would 


like the counsels of FMC or CEM to be reguiarly conducted, say, in French, even if it 


were courteous to certain foreign nationals present!) By far the most important un- 
dertaking now definitely under way is the convening of a National Christian Conference. 
to be held at Peking next August. At the January Executive Committee meeting the NCC 
definitely took responsibility for sponsoring this vitally important Conference, which 
will be reminiscent of the National Conference in 1922 out of which the NCC itself was 
born. A Preparatory Committee was set up, on as broad a basis as possible, 32 members 
being then appointed, with the intention of increasing membership to a total of 51: 
this Committee will work through its own Standing Committee, 9 members of which were 
nominated out of an intended total of 15. The August Conference is planned to be very 
fully representetive of the whole Christian Movement in China, including its unprofes- 
sional laity. Although it will not itself be a legislative body, there is already a - 
deep desire that many executive actions of profound importance may consequently be 
taken by the various administrative organs concerned. The history of the past 28 
years of the Christian cause in China will be thoroughly examined, and the proposal 
has been made that a Chinese Leymen's Commission of Inquiry be appointed by the Con- 
ference to "re-think" the Christian Movement in China today. A thoroughgoing Move- 
ment of Christian Reform will be under study these months and will almost certainly 

be launched at this Conference. It is also hoped to reach agreement on various Common 
Principles for the future Life and Work of the Churches, and all possible will be done 
to strengthen co-operation and movements towerds unity among the Churches. The 
question will be discussed of the need of a central body with executive power to act 


for all the Churches in matters agreed upon, ami hence also questions of revision of 


the constitution, and reorganization of, the NCC. It is egreed that the next NCC 
Biennial Meeting shall be called following upon the holding of this National Conference 
so as to take constitutional action upon recommendations which the Conference puts for- 
ward. Although matters of faith will probably not be dealt with, it is important to 
note that there is a rising tide of feeling that the Churches are tragically weak 
through lack of unity in feith, as well as in other ways, when confronted with the 
unified philosophical and political doctrines of this new era. It is possible that 
the Conference will try to agree on some statement of Christian faith which hes been 
cerefully drafted beforehand. It is at any rate probeble that several important gene— 
ral Christian statements will be issued by Conference resolution. The help of Chris-— 
tian groups all over the country will be enlisted during the process of preparation, 
so that far more than the individual opinions of delegates will be expressed through 
this sounding-board of current Christian opinion. Success or failure in achieving the 
agreed objectives of this Conference will have extremely far-reaching consequences, 
for which reason we implore your constant prayers for both the preparations and the 
meetings themselves. CCEA is arranging for a very importent 4-day conference in 
Peking early this April on "The Policy and Program of Christian Educetion in the New 
Age." This conference is to be divided into seven sections to discuss various speci- 
fic topics, and is to be attended by about 100 delegates elected by Christian Middle 
Schools and Colleges (including many Principals). After the conference, meetings 
will be held in Shenghai to shere findings, especially on matters of policy, with <, 
representatives of interested Mission Boards. It now seems very unlikely thet the 
Government will proceed with plans to set up the proposed Committee on Religious 
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Affairs, and further consideration of all issues involved has led the NCC to decide 
not to push for any such action. On the other hand, it has been finally decided to 
set up a Joint Office in Peking to facilitate liaison between national Church and 
Christian organizations and the Central People's Government; the NCC has appointed 
three representatives to a committee which it is setting up, in co-operation with all 
interested national Christian bodies, to proceed with concrete coed for this Office, 


premises for which have already been offered. 


7. NCC Activities and Policies. At the NCC Uctober Executive Committee meeting, our 
General Secretary presented a report of the Council's work during the past year, 


copies of which were sent abroad. A few days ago I also mailed copies of a six-page 
summarized statement of the present work of all of our NCC Commissions and Standing 
Committees. In this section of my letter, therefore, I will confine myself to ... 
selected items of particular significance or interest. To date over 100 replies 

have been received to a letter of greeting to all Churches sent out successively to 
the various areas as they became liberated. These replies have come chiefly from 
smaller Churches all over the country, and have indicated the encouragement felt 
through this expression of Christian fellowship; they have greatly assisted us in 
forming our impressions of general conditions of Christian work today. Apart from 
these, our Homes Work and Rural Departments in perticular receive a constant stream 
of letters from the field. Although missionery staff members are unable to trevel, 
our Chinese colleagues have meade severel trips since Liberation, and we can claim to 
be in close touch with actual situations throughout China. One of the most important 
activities in which the NCC has recently been cooperating has been the sending out of 
Visiting Teams jointly sponsored by the NCC, the National YMCA, National YWCA, and 
Christian representatives of the PPCC (including Mr. Shen Ti-lan, Principal of Med- 
hurst College, who attended the PPCC as a Shanghai representative). Five cities were 
visited by the Central China team end three cities by the Feast China team. Regional ™ 
Conferences held at each of these places proved very fruitful, and much wes accom 
plished by way of establishing helpful relations between Christian leaders and local 
Government authorities, the latter having in many pleces clearly demonstrated their 
willingness to assist in upholding religious freedom end in solving difficulties ex- 
perienced by Churches and Christian institutions. A North China team is scheduled 
for April, and it may prove possible to organize teams to South end West China licter. 
This project has been greetly welcomed. The “orth China Christian Federation, revived 
@ year ago on the initiative of the NCC, has been playing an extremely important role. 
Considerable help was clso given to the Fukien, Chungking and Chengtu Christian Coun- 
cils last year, both by long visits from NCC personnel and by financial grants-in-aid. 
A steady stream of meterials of all kinds has gone out from our various departments 
to assist Christians to reorientate themselves to the opportunities and difficulties 
of present-—dey China, end to help in the observance of the Week of Witness, World- 
wide Communion Sundey, Homes Week, Labor Sunday, the world Dey of Frayer, etc., etc. 
This year the experiment was made of printing a cheap but attractive NCC calendar, 
indicating—in addition to the usual information desired both by country and city 
folk—-the speciel Deys end Weeks observed in promoting various Christian interests 
throughout the year. This hes been greatly eppreciated, two editions totallimg 18,000 
copies being almost sold out. The Forward Movement Committee, in cooperation with 

the Sheng Kung Hui, has leunched and promoted a nation-wide Bible Reading Fellowship 
scheme. Last yeer the Committee on Christian Service in Industrial Relations success- 
fully carried through « new Ministers-in-Industry Project, 27 seminary students 
spending eight summer weeks in the fectories of Shenghai. Their poster " Jesus’ 
Friends," depicting the Mester's nearness to the workers, has proved extremely popu- 
lar and valuable. Mr. S. P. Wang, our Rural Work Secretary, hes already made first 

' approaches towerds én understanding with the Government as regerds Christian Rural 
work programs, end reports that many opportunities exist for greatly needed help from 
his depertment to rural Churches. CCEA has engeged in special promotion of productive 
educetion in the schools, as well as assisting in meeting the many grave problems ex- 
perienced by schools facing new reguletions «nd great financial stringencies. CCMW 
hes just very successfully held a special conference for Hospital Religious and Social 
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Workers, «ttended by 50 persons from 6 provinces; this was the first conference of its P 
kind to be held, and was most timely, in view of the severe restrictions recently * 
placed on religious work in hospitals. As a first step towards the printing of a 
Revised Directory of the Protestant Christian Movement in China, a tentative edition 
has already been compiled under the supervision of Dr. Frank Price and twice mimeo- 
graphed. A small Christian badge has been designed (a red cross on a blue background 
surrounded by a golden chain symbolizing strength through unity), and made available 
for all Christians who like to identify themselves as such, in the way thet so many 
believers did in the early centuries. Completion of entire renovation of our NCC of- 
fices should also be reported, a Dedication Service in this connection being held last 
September. As regards matters of policy, a Chart of NCC organization has been offi- 
cially adopted, strengthening & needed trend towards closer integration of the many 
departments of the Council's work. The Commission on Life and work of the Church has 
been re-constituted, and has adopted as two major common objectives for 1950 the pro- 
motion of Stewardship and Self-support throughout the Christian Movement in China, . 
and the strengthening or establishing of united Christian councils in all large cities 
throughout the country. This week the whole senior steff of the Council are to spend 
two deys in Retreat, discussing in three groups how to meet the most urgent needs now 
existing in the spheres of Christien education, rural Church work, end social welfare. 
As the NCC gradually becomes self-supporting, it will prove impossible for the full 
complement of present steff to be maintained. Veluable as are the contributions of 
the several departments, almost every one of which would naturally like to increase 
its staff and expand its own program, it may be anticipated thet in time a new pat-— 
.tern of working will be enforced by circumstances, under which the senior steff will 
be a reletively small team of leaders of such calibre and experience as will be able 
to concentrate upon meeting whatever are recognized as the paramount needs of the 
Christian cause at any particular time, progrem work being done rather by way of 
short-term special projects than as permanent departmental activities. A long am 
uphill struggle lies before the NCC as it seeks to become itself truly indigenous, 

and best adapted for its functions in a new age. A resolution has been edopted de- 
ferring formal revision of the Constitution until the Government has promulgated 
relevant regulations, ond the resignations received from five of the seven missionary 
members remaining on the Executive Committee have been tabled for the present, though 
they will probably be accepted later—a very fine Christian spirit was manifested in 
the cpen discussion and actions taken on both sides with regerd to this question. A 
new Committee on Church and Mission Relations has been set up under the Executive Com 
mittee, composed of seventeen Chinese Church executives and leading laymen, and ten 
foreign Mission representatives. Members of the Executive Committee, both individually 
and collectively, did their utmost to persuade the Rev. George Wu to withdraw the 
resignation he submitted last October, but eventually reluctently decided that there 
was no alternative but to accept in view of Mr. Wu's deep conviction that a change is 
imperative. A special committee has been appointed to nominate his successor as 
General Secretary, and also two Associate General Secretcries. 


8. Christian Consultative Council. The action taken last May by the NCC in sponsor- 


ing the formetion of an informal Christian Emergency Council for the sharing of in- 
formation and mutual consultation proved to meet a very real need. Until recently 

the Council met weekly, but now under its new name of a Consultative Council it meets 
once a fortnight, with a Study Group on Christianity end Communism taking its place 
on alternate weeks. There are twenty-eight members of the Council (of whom at present 
twelve are Chinese) representing no less than twenty-seven different Church bodies, 
Mission boards, or national Christian organizations, severel of which are not in mem 
bership with the NCC. Its first chairman was Bishop Robin Chen, who wes succeeded by 
Dr. Y. ©. Tu when Bishop Chen wes able to return to his own diocese. Attendance has 
been remarkably constent, largely because of the value to everyone of this clearing 
house for news on matters of common concern. Among the many subjects upon which help-— 
ful discussions have taken place have been questions of property taxation, adjustment 
of salary and wage scales, the place of the missionary in China today, end problems 
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of Christian Middle Schools. Proposals first made at this Council but afterwards 
taken up for executive action by the NCC have included the suggestion for a Joint 
Office in Peking, and the holding of a National Conference of Religious Workers— 
since developed into the present project of calling 4 large National Christian 
Conference. Last September the Council arranged a meeting for missionaries then 
leaving China. The Council gave considerable time to the consideration of various 
draft statements, which helped to clarify people's thinking, although some were never 
published. One of those actually used was the basis of the Third Message from the 
NCC to All Christians in China, dealing with the social responsibilities and contri- 
bution of the Christian Church; this was sent out last Vctober and printed in trans- 
lation in the November "NCC News." An equally or even more important document which 
emanated from Chinese members of the Council, and was subsequently signed by several 
other Chinese Christian leaders, was the "Message from Chinese Christians to Mission 
Boards Abroad." It may well be that the success of this Council's venture in wider 
cooperation, undertaken in accordance with the constant policy of the NCC towards 
groups which are not in formal membership with the NCC, will in some cases prove 4 


bridge towards future affiliation. _ 


9. Partners in Obedience. During this past most eventful half year we have felt 
rather cut off from F.M.C. and Edinburgh House, and some letters have almost certainly 
been lost. Enough has come through, however, to assure us of that deep concern and 
understanding upon which we so much rely, and we are more grateful than we can say for 
the continued very generous financial support from abroad. We know we have your 
prayers. Please continue to strengthen and guide us through your correspondence. 
Air-mail letters can now be posted to and from Shanghai direct. I shall be happy to 
try to answer your questions. Last October I suceeded in resigning as Associate 
General Secretary, which is as far out of the actual job as I have yet reached. Once 
I am relieved of these responsibilities, I shall have more time to devote to corres- 
pondence from abroad. Anyway I hope in future (if I may shamelessly make another 
promise!) to write this Newsletter more frequently, and with greater brevity. Against 
the background of the news and views expressed above, this should be easier than a 
more selective letter would otherwise be. The implications for missionary work of 
the withdrawal of all American consular representatives from China has, of course, 
been the subject of much careful consideration. It is remarkable that no general 
excitement has been aroused, or whipped up, nor is there evidence of any big evacua- 
tion move afoot. Since missionaries are sent by the Churches abroad to the Chinese 
people, and since their work depends upon the goodwill of the people among whom they 
work rather than upon consular aid, it is to be devoutly hoped that no doors of pre- 
sent opportunity need be closed on this account. One has doubts nowadays es to the 
possibility of re-opening any doors once closed, but great belief in the potential 
rewards of patience. So we continue "partners in obedience,” and members of one 
ecumenical fellowship in Christ. Never has it been more important than now to pre- 
serve and strengthen those ties, for it is probable that they will be severly tested 
in many different ways as time goes on. Herein lies a new opportunity for witness, 
that all may know who He is who keeps us one with Himself and with one another. 


Sincerely yours, 


| | 
| Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary 
China Committee 
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Findings of the China Committee Conference 
held at 
Winona Lake, Indiana 
March 9-11, 1950 


I. ‘THE PLACE OF THE MISSIONARY IN CHINA 


Need. In accord with the expressed judgment of the Church in China, it is 
the consensus of this Committee that missionaries will be needed in the future. 


While the number may not reach the proportions of pre-war days, and 
missionary staffs may be immobilized in areas where they are now located, yet there 
will be opportunities for a variety of missionary service. 


Although at present there is no diplomatic relationship between our 
government and the People's Government of China which provides for free entrance of 
missionaries, several cases have been reported in which requests have been made for 
new personnel or the return of former missionaries with entrance permits assured. 

A few missionaries have also been permitted to go out to join their families or to 
be married. Under present conditions, couples with children will not be granted 
passports by our government. 


Personnel.Requests for personnel, assignment of those sent, and decision as 
( _%to whether they shall return to the field after each term shall be made by the 
~~  ¢hurch in China. 


Among the desirable qualities for missionaries for China, the following 
are noted: 
a vital, normal Christian experience. 
a willingness to serve under Chinese administrators. 
a genuinely humble spirit. 
tolerant, liberal in thought and judgment. 
internetionally minded. 
adaptable. 
a sense of humor. 
ability to live a Spartan type of life. 
perservance in facing tremendous opposition. 
patient enough to await results of his labers - not . 
impelled to stage an immediate "glorious advance". 


Training 

1. Therefore, this Committee urges boards to recruit and train new 
personnel for the types of service requested by the church in China and to arrange 
forthese persons to take two years of language study in North America, if they can- 
not enter China at the ciose’of the first year; and further recommends that, if the 
boards assign the new missionaries, or those on furlough, to any other field while 
they are awaiting permission to enter, that assignment be on a lend--lease bsis. It 
was suggested that there was a value in assigning these missionaries to areas where 

“thero-aré overseas Chinese. 


2. It is the consensus among Chinese Christian leaders that a high per cent 
of missionaries should have some form of technical training. 


3. It is the judgment of this Committee that in addition to basic academic 
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training, all missionary personnel should have at least a year of theological train- 
ing, in order that the church may maintain its clear-cut and unequivocal evangelis- 
tic witness, even though evangelistic workers as such may not be permitted to 


serve in China. 


| 4. Candidates should be trained in such a way that they will be ready and 
willing to serve in types of work other than those for which they have prepared. 


5. Furthermore, they should be well informed in the philosophy of Communism 
and its practical application to the life of the Chinese people. 


Relation to Financial Policies. Missionaries should not expect to control 
finances, nor to formulate financial policies, except as they serve on groups 


authorized by the church in China, and as members of that church. The Christian 
missionary will increasingly work through, in, and for the church in China. 


II. THE CHURCH IN CHIN 


Fundamentally the Christian Church is not an organization. It is a living 
organism, a fellowship, created by God, nourished and protected by Hin. 


a’ exists wherever there are those who accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour, 
where Word is preached, where baptism and the Lord's Supper are practiced, and 


where there is communal worship. 
Such a Church exists in China. In truth the City of God is there. 


What we may expect in China 


A. Organization 
1. For the next few years the momentum of traditional organization 


and structure will carry on. There will doubtless be some changes but they will 


likely he superficial. 
This condition will apply to regional and national offices as well 


as to denominational structures. These overhead organizations may become smaller 
but their methods, purpose, and in general their finances, will remain about the 


same for the immediate period ahead. 


2. However, as the government gains greater control, a more indigenous 
organization will probably develop. What will it be like? 


a. This form will partially be determined by a felt need for 
unity. This will not necessarily lead to organic union at top levels. In spite 
of certain strong tendencies to centralization in Chinese life (e.g. secret socie— 
ties, traditional government organization, etc.) we do not expect a centralized 
system to grow naturally in the Chinese Church. However, there is a desire for 


"togetherness." 

b. But the chances are that the Church will be rather loose in 
structure. Chinese life has traditionally beer broken down into small groups - the 
clan, the family. Chinese individualism and provincialism will play a part. The 
pattern set by indigenous churches so far substantiates this. Overall and closely 
knit administration will probably not be characteristic of that church. 


3. This type of Chinese church will not have close ties organically 
with the western churches. The government would frown on such a relationship. 
Further, such independence is in line with natural trends in present-day Chinese 
thinking. 


¢ 


ie CHINA - 81 


B. Thought 


1. We can expect a "hold the line" appeal. The emphasis will be on 
faithfulness. | 


2. The ecumenical spirit, while not widely understood, is real to a 


significant group of leaders. 
3. There will be more profound indigenous thinking. More earnest 


attempts will be made to understand Christian thought and doctrine within the 


cultural patterns of Chinese life. 
4. Many Christian communities with highly emotional and immature con- 


cepts of the Faith may spring up and grow in numbers. 
5. The thinking of the Church will be centered on the personal and 


spiritual life of the individual, rather than on social problems. | 
6. Some Christian intellectuals unconsciously may attempt to make 


Christianity serve Communist purposes. 
7. Many will attempt to isolate themselves from the impact of Com- 


munist thought. This is the "adversary" reaction in the extreme. 
8.  Denominationalism will not be strong, but there will probably be 


divisions in the Church. 


C. Program 


1. # Primarily a worshipping community. 
2. Will grow by person to person contacts rather than through general 


institutional programs. 
3. Theological education of a kind will continue. Here creative 


experiments will be tried. 
4. There will be experiments in Christian living - e.g. the Jesus! 


Family. Others will be tried. 
5. Great emphasis on distribution of the Bible. 


6. More end more will depend on unpaid, volunteer workers. 

7. Family worship and teaching will be stressed. 

8. Chinese Christians for economic reasons will not in all probabil- 
ity be able to continue large-scale social services such as hospitals and schools. 


D. Leadership 


1. Foreign-trained leadership will in general have a hard time ad- 


justing to the new situation. | 
2. This challenge may bring Christian intellectuals and common 


laymen closer together in the work of the church. 
3. Women will play a major role in leadership. 


4. Standards of living will be low. 


TIT. CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


A survey of the present situation in China as it affects Christian schools 
and colleges brought out the following facts. 


These institutions, in general, retain control of their properties and con- 
tinue to use them for their regular work. The occasional exception is often due 
to local conditions. 


The administration of schools and colleges has been drastically changed. 
The regulations of the national government placed in the hands of the president full 
power and responsibility. Actually there was practiced a "Greek" type of democracy 
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by which the president with the counsel and assistance of a comparatively small , 
group of highly placed colleagues administered the institution, presumably for the 
benefit of all. In place of this has been established a committee system. The 
president is chairman of a council composed of some fifteen or twenty representa- 
tives of the several unions to which all those connected with the institution be- 
long. Uusually there are five such unions: professors, junior teaching staff, 
clerical staff, students and servants. Under this council are departmental com- 
mittees similarly organized which can make recommendations to the council regard- 
ing such matters as curricula , hiring and firing of teachers, and methods of in-’ 
struction. In these groups there has been endless discussion, often quite heated, 
on numerous problems. It has been a psychiatric experience and on the whole has 
resulted in better understanding and greater harmony on the campus. Communist 
officials have in some instances assisted in bringing radical elements under control. 


These institutions are being required to register with the People's Govern- 
ment. Just what this involves is not yet fully known. It seems to require that 
any new president or any new board member must be approved by the authorities. So 
far the college administration has been able to choose the faculty with little if 
any interference from the outside. There has been much less freedom in middle 
schools. It is not yet clear as to how much power the Boards of Directors will 
have but these boards are recognized and composed very largely if not entirely of 


Christians. 


The pressures of the present situation including the increased poverty of 
the people have substantially decreased the number of students in these institu- 
tions and have greatly reduced the amount of fees which they can or will pay. This 
has made it difficult if not utterly impossible for middle schools to continue as 
self-supporting institutions. It also increases the difficulty that the colleges 
encounter in balancing their budgets, even with normal aid from abroad. Some 
colleges have been hoping for government grants. One has sought government funds 
to pay the salaries of all Chinese on faculty and staff, depending on foreign funds 
only for upkeep of buildings and equipment and for support of the foreign staff. 
This plan cannot now be carried out because of the very difficult financial posi-~ 
tion of the People's Government. There remains, however, the thought that deficits 
may have to be met by some kind of government subsidy. Whether acceptance of such 
aid will give the government greater control of the institutions than it would 
otherwise exercise is a matter that requires very serious consideration. 


Very drastic changes have been made in the middle schools in curriculum, 
content of textbooks and method of instruction. The purpose is to indoctrinate 
youth with Communist ideas and secure their wholehearted support of the new regime 
and its program. So far the colleges have fared much better than the middle 
schools as regards academic freedom. But here there is evidence of increasing 
empr-sis on the study of Communism and its program. The revision of textbooks and 
the ~imiting of fields of research is already under way. There is a developing 
pressure upon classroom instruction. So far these tendencies have not radically 
changed the curriculum, textbooks or classroom instruction. 


On the whole religious freedom has been given these institutions. A con- 


siderable part of the middle school religious program can still be carried on, but 


off the campus, and there is little i? 
any organized anti-religious crusade in the 
middle schools. However, difficulties seem to be increasing siasjuhese. 


Conditions on the college campuses are much bette 
work. There are no reports of interference outside with 
gram of the colleges. On some campuses voluntary religious courses for credit are 
being taken by a larger number of students than ever before - in one college three 
times the normal number. Worship services are well attended and a large number of 
Students are being baptized. Christmas celebrations were fully as well attended and 
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asp enthusiastic as in the past. Christian fellowship groups are very active and 
encounter no interference with their work. There is no organized anti-religious 
campaign on these campuses though the atheistic basis of Communism is clearly 


stated. 


The presidents and a large proportion of the faculty members are Christians- 
many very active Christians. While less than 1% of the faculties are members of 
the Communist Party a much larger group are quite s)mpathetic with the Communist 
program and some of them do not oppose atheistic materialism. There are reports of 
efforts -— sometimes successful - to convert outstanding Christian students to 
atheism. On the other hand Christian faculty and students have shown a depth of 
conviction and sincerity of purpose that has made Christian work and worship on the 
campus more vital than in the past. 


The discussion which followed this report was centered on the possibility of 
these schools and colleges rendering a real service to the youth of the People's 
Republic of China and at the same time continuing to be motivated by the spirit of 
Jesus and guided by His teaching and example. It was agreed that this is still 
possible for the following reasons: 


Tried and trusted Chiness representatives of the Christian communi ty are 
heads of these institutions. 


A large proportion of the faculty and staff are catetions, » many of whom 
give a clear Christian witness in their lives. 


There is freedom to teach and practice the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith. 


On a voluntary basis groups continue their fellowship of Christian study, 
worship and service. 


Missionaries are still serving these institutions. 
Reports of use made of funds from abroad are sent supporting boards. 
In the light of this discussion it is recommended - 


1) That mission boards give hearty support to Christian educational 
institutions in China. This support should be adequate and constant and given 
with a confidence not easily shaken. 


2) That the China Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference express 
to their Chinese Christian colleagues responsible for administering Christian 
educational institutions - 


(a) a deep confidence in their ability and their determination 
to keep these institutions true to the spirit and ‘Principles 
of the Christian religion; 


(b) a desire to share with them in any way possible the very 
important and challenging task of discerning and exemplifying 
the Christian way for these times in China. 


- 
- 


IV. THE IMPACT OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING AND OF COMMUNIST PHTLOSOPH} 
CHINESE © ON 


1. There is an apparent contradiction between the avowed atheism of the 
Chinese Communist Party and the freedom of religion proclaimed by the government of 
the People's Democracy. This is somewhat clarified when it is recognized that the 
Party is by nature and constitution a specific minority group; whereas the govern- 
ment and all public institutions are set up by the Party to represent national 
economy and culture. The Party's objective is to use the government and public 
institutions es instruments for transformation of life into a Communist society. 

cring the transition period, religion has a place, being a psychological trait 
which cannot be suppressed but can only be educated away. While, therefore, the 
government grants freedom of religion, the Party will persistently use all educa- 
tional means to wean the people, and especially youth, away from religion. 


By religion they mean any philosophy or understanding of the life and 
universe which posits God as a metaphysical being and force; by atheism they under- 
stand a philosophy which admits of no metaphysics, and explains everything in terms 
of dialetic materialisn. 


2. Christians believe that God is creator and still creating. Man's voca- 
tion is to be co-worker with Him, using intellectual and spiritual capacities 
given to man for the development of the material as well as the spiritual world. 
In this creative work man is firmly united with Divine wisdom and power through 


prayer and the sacraments. 


3. The Communist Party rejects Divine creation, and insists that man's: 
vocation is to fit himself into the life stream of the dialectic process, which, 
thanks to modern science, is now under the control and direction of the Polit- 


bureau of the Party. 


4. The Christian. and Communist views become less contradictory when 
applied to ethical ideals, personal conduct and national development. 


5. Communism has been made palatable to the Chinese people by a propaganda 
appealing to the Chinese sense of justice, equality and national tradition. Being 
a political system, seeking to acquire the authority of governmert and ready to 
exercise power, Communism combines philosophy with practice. In its initial period 
therefore, the Communist regime has given satisfaction and hope to a great many 
Chinese whose desire for justice, equality and national pride has hitherto been 


frustrated. 


6. Christianity in China also appeals to the sense of justice and equality. 
Its appeal is supported by providing a valid base for these virtues in the 
Christian teachings of charity among men and the dignity of every individual be- 
fore God; but, more than that, in the example and the abiding, guiding spirit of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


7. But Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world." The Christian 
Church does not seek power; nevertheless it exerts influence on state power and 
on secular life, through every man, woman and child who expresses Christian truth, 
justice and brotherhood in the round of his daily life, whether in government 
service, production, commerce or cultural pursuit. 


8. Communism seeks power and uses power to enforce justice and equality, 
which essentially are virtues. Thereby Communism tends to contaminate these 
virtues, and make them into falsehoods. Virtue is true only when it is voluntary, 
as in Christian doctrine and practice. 


-6— CHINA — 81 


CHINA - 81 


9. Im any society, people both in and out of public service strive for 
the good. Among them are Communist Party members, liberal thinkers, and devout 
Christians. As Jesus worked His miracle with the Roman centurion, healed the 
Gentile woman, and won the faith and loyalty of fishermen and tax collectors, 
seeing the potential good in each, and spreading His healing message by word and 
example, so the modern disciple of Jesus will follow His example, recognize the 
good where it is found, and bring the Christian spirit into the life of the 
nation. 


10. In this way, traditional Chinese humanism, Christian ethical principles, 
and Communist professed ideals all enter the flow of life in China, striving for 
justice, equality and national existence. . 


ll. Chinese life has historically been regulated by Confucian teachings of 
human relations and the traditions of family discipline. Communism gives the 
individual status only in the measure in which he accepts and follows the Communist 
Party desires, and substitutes the conception of class for that of family. At the 
same time, the Chinese traditional conception of supremacy of the state fits in 
well with the primacy of the state declared in Communist teaching. 


12. This emphasis on the state means increasing the sense of national dig- 
nity and independence, state defence and hence a fear of foreigners and foreign 
influence. Under the Cominform principle for a worldwide organization of society 
"national in form, socialist in content", the Chinese people will be encouraged to 
develop their indigenous and cultural heritage, even while their economic life will 
be based upon socialist principles and integrated into the Cominform group of 
nations. 


130 In these circumstances, the Christian Church in China is increasingly 
being thrown upon its own resources. Theology is being domesticated, simplifying 
the complex systems of Western theology, drawing upon the Chinese Christian's own 
apprehension of God, seeking the relevance of the Bible, the creeds, Church 
pga) tom the work of the holy Spirit to the problems of the day and the hope 
ure. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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e, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eastern J oint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE CONFIDENTIAL-NOT TO BE PHINTED April 18, 1950 


A Pattern of Things to Come 


The following letter and memorandum have come to my office. This is a con- 
fidential bulletin. It is not optimistic but it is a call for understanding and 


loyal support of our colleagues, missionary and Chinese, in Christian Middle Schools. 
R.M.C. 


Shanghai 
March 8, 1950 


"Events have moved rapidly in China during the last twelve months. I am sure 
that you have received from many sources, much material describing the changes. I 
am inclined to think that secretaries like you are able to visualize what is going on 
here, but I am rather sure that it is not easy for the average church member in the 
UK or USA to understand the full implications of the revolution that has taken place 
in China. It will be for future historians to assess the effect of this present 
revolution, but I think already it is evident that this is one of the greatest revolu- 
tions of history - greater than the previous revolutions in China, and akin to the 
1917 revolution in Russia. There are in certain Chinese and missionary circles some 
wishful thoughts, but as the months roll on we see the pattern of things to come. 


The new authorities are going to follow the Russian example in very many 


spheres, both in their internal policy and their external policy. Russian Communists 


do not believe in religion and so neither do Chinese Communists. The Soviet offi- 
cials believe that the State must be all-powerful, and there is little room left for 
private enterprises. During the next short period, it may be necessary for the 
People's Government here to make use of some private agencies, but the eventual goal 
is clear. Personally, I am not one who thinks that the Chinese character may be able 
to bring about much modification of the Communist aims and methods. So long as the 
USA and the Soviets are hostile to each other, the suspicion concerning Westerners 
and enterprises connected with, or founded by Westerners, will increase. The doors 
for Christian work are closing rather than opening. The time left for institutions 
like Christian middle schools and hospitals to operate with any kind of religious 
program attached to them is quite short. After the ship leaves here in two weeks' 
time, the number of American missionaries left in many Christian institutions will be 
extremely small. There is the most grievous burden on the shoulders of our Chinese 
Christian colleges (colleagues), especially in this year 1950 which it is generally 
reckoned, will be the most difficult year financially. Many Christian leaders are 
working very hard to think their way through the difficulties that are chead, but 


‘certainly the difficulties seem to increase rather than decreast. 


I enclose for your information a copy of a memorandum I have recently written— 
not for publication. My personal conviction is that in the next twelve months or 
so, I hope the FMC and other foreign Christian organizations and individuals will 
continue to give good support to the national Christian organizations to help then, 


— —~so that they can guide the Christian church in China through the maze of problems 


that press upon us." 


hristian Middle School C 


The People's Government of the People's Republic of China have firmly establish- 
ed themselves as the rulers of all China, and it is likely they will be the rulers 
for many years to come. They are making a special effort to win the allegiance of 
youth, and it is already very clear that their program is most attractive. 


The Christian church in China finds that it can agree with some of the 
principles of the new authorities such as the emphasis on serving the people. Prob- 
ably the basic difference between Christians and Communists, is that the Christians 
believe in the spiritual basis for their beliefs regarding man whereas the Communists 
are out-and-out materialists. Protestant Christianity in China would seem to stand 
a better chance of survival than other religions. Many Chinese Christian leaders 
believe that they can see a way ahead for some cooperation with the ideas of the new 
government in serving the people, but they retain the belief that after some decades | 
when the Communist state may have come into being, Christians have something "more" 
to offer. In the present period, Christiens have to study and think hard, as they 
patiently and carefully try to think out the best course for the up-—building of the 
Christian church in China. 


Already we can see that as the revolutionary changes are so many, so far- 
reaching and so varied, readjustment is the first essential for Christian workers. 
The Communists have had 10 to 20 years in which to carry on their study, and even 
today they believe intensely in the value of daily study — often in small groups. 
Clearly, therefore, Christians have a lot of leeway to make up in the realm of 
thought. The new political ideas press heavily on educational workers, but it is 
generally felt that the Christian colleges have a reasonable chance for survival. 
One of the most important of the Communist slogans is "the end justifies the means." 
Each college therefore is expected to make some special] and useful contribution to 
the welfare of the local community. If the college has a department of medicine or 
agriculture or engineering and applied science, then it may show that it has some- 
thing worthwhile to offer, and the new authorities may be pleased to help it to con- 
tinue. The new authorities believe positively that education must be separate from 
religion, but they allow religious work to be conducted off the campus voluntarily, 
under student initiative. To date, all of the colleges report that they are carry- 
ing on religious work, and some of them report a ratner healthy spirit even though 
the number participating may not be so very large. 


Mission secretaries and missionaries are seriously perturbed about the future 
of the Christian middle schools. As we approach this problem, it may be well to 
repeat that (1) the government wants the help of private institutions (at least for 
some years to come), (2) the Christian colleges seem to be showing that Christian 
educational institutions have a worthwhile contribution to make to the upbuilding of 
new China, (3) in this period when politics dominates everything and education has 
to be separated from religion, it is intensely difficult for the Christian middle 
school to find how to readjust so as to be of service to its community, and at the 
same time maintain a Christian purpose. For very many months, Christian educators 
have been struggling with this problem. Recently after a very worthwhile discussion, 
one prominent Christian leader summed up the central problem in these words:- "In 
the spirit of Jesus Christ and in the light of our past history how must our educa- 
tion be adjusted so that we may meet the new environment and promote the construc- 
tion of new China?" This sentence contains much food for thought. It may be re- 
marked here, that most Chinese - if not all - would agree with the last phrase, 
whereas some foreign missionaries are rather loath to admit this idea into their 
thinking. As we consider the necessity for a radical readjustment we would do well 
to note the following four factors in the present situation. 


(1) Formerly Christian schools enjoyed considerable prestige in the community. 
The schools had good material resources, offered good teaching - especially in 
English - , and laid an emphasis on the development of character which was appre- 
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ciated by parents. Nowadays government schools are offering better academic facili- 
ties, and as the Christian schools no longer occupy a privileged position, they have 
to think out seriously what is their special contribution to the community. 


(2) Every one in China knows that the year 1950 is considered to be the most 
critical year for finance. After the very long years of international and civil war, 
the vast majority of the population are not well-off. Hence it is absolutely a hard 
fact that the middle school student and his parents are chiefly concerned about the 
obtaining of a job for the student after he graduates. This is just exactly where 
the Christian schools are finding this to be a tremendous disadvantage. The new 
authorities are needing personnel for all kinds of enterprises, government or semi- 
government. They are offering to give a period of short training, say for one year, 
and then they put the student into a job. Obviously hundreds, if not thousands, of 
students are attracted by this offer and as a man's political ideas are very in- 
portant in the obtaining of a new job, the Christian schools have come up against a 
major difficulty. 


The actual condition is that students are flocking to these government 
educational institutions where fees are low and where a considerable number can get 
a substantial scholarship. The Christian school - in face of this competition - 
cannot have high fees, has only limited resources for scholarship help, and has to 
pay heavy land taxes from which the government schools are exempt!!! 


(3) The most difficult single factor with which religious workers in middle 
schools have to contend is the activities of the Youth Corps. This body is very 
powerful. It is anti-imperialsm, anti-—feudalism and anti~superstition. This last 
means that it frowns on religious work. It is generally accepted that the first 
Stage towards joining the Chinese Communist Party or its closest associates is to be 
a member of the Youth Corps. In the colleges, the teachers are better equipped 
intellectually and religiously to meet. attacks on their Christian faith than are the 
teachers in the middle schools. The same situation is found amongst the students. 
If a youngster of 13 or 14 years of age in the junior middle school is criticized by 
a member of the Youth Corps in his school who may be 19 years of age, the youngester 
finds himself in a terrible plight. But, if a young middle school Christian 
teacher is asked by a member of the Youth Corps in the school to be associated with 
that body, the teacher is put "on the spot" with a vengeance. If the teacher agrees, 
it virtually means he is renouncing his religion, if he declines to join , then at 
the end of the school term he may well find that these students have indicated to 
the school authorities, that he should leave the school as he is "reactionary." 


(4) The Communist party of China and the new government authorities clearly 
are bent on winning youth, and certainly have a very exciting and interesting pro- 
gram of songs, dances, processions, etc. which are attractive in many ways. 


In the light of these four factors, the Christian principals and teachers 
are greatly harassed. It has to be remembered that these fine principals and 
teachers are living in an environment, where political worries plus the efrects of 
infiation plus high taxes plus the continuance of the coastal blockade plus the 
added effects of air raids are bothering their minds every day. These principals 
and teachers have to attend very many meetings, mostly for study of the new ideas. 
Principals have to consider internal changes and meet thedemands of many groups, 
both inside and outside the school. With these factors as a background, it is very 
difficult for adequate time and thought to be given to the thinking out of what 
Christianity means for the new days in China. The conception of education as 
educating for life may allow a place for tne teaching of religion, but the concep- 
tion of education as educating for politics means that there is no place for the 
teaching of religion. As the new authorities make it clear that education must be 
separate from religion, this problem of maintaining some Christian purpose or con- 
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nection in the school imposes a great strain on our Chinese Christian leaders. 
(Foreign friends can do little to help in this matter; the question is one for the 
Chinese church leaders to tackle.) Let us show the greatest sympathy and friend- 
ship for these Christian men and women. 


The position of the missionary in the Christian school is also not an easy 
one. Naturally, the missionary is primarily interested in the religious purpose of 
the educational work. Under present conditions, the missionary feels a sense of 
great frustration. Mental suffering is often worse than physical suffering, and 
nowadays the missionary lives in an environment which tries his patience almost 
every day. Let us prepare our minds for the fact that the number of missionary 
teachers in the schools will slowly but surely decrease in the next few years. 


It is wrong to be very optimistic about the future of Christian middle schools 
in China. It is unfair to the Chinese church, however, to be completely pessimistic 
about the future. Much time, patience and sympathy are needed. It would be a 
tragic mistake to consider that it is not worthwhile to continue to maintain the 
Christian middle schools, and that support should be withdravm in the nerr future. 
If these middle schools were all closed, the character and quantity of the entrants — 
to the Christian colleges would be seriously affected. Also the sons and daughters 
of the present Christian community would have no Christian school in which to study. 
A minimum of religious purpose may seem terribly small, but at least this minimum 
is better than nothing. Let us stand by the Chinese Christian friends who are con- 
cerned with the carrying on of these middle schools. 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 


Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. China-83 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COVMITTEE May 5, 1950 
CHINA FAMINE RELIEF 


For some time the China Committee, along with other Christians, has been 
concerned over the fact that there is a famine in China and food surpluses in 
America. A group of China friends, meeting in my office the latter part of March, 
appointed the foilowing committee to see what could be done about getting our sur- 
plus food to China: Frank T. Cartwright, Lloyd S. Ruland, Robert E. Hopkins of the 
Golden Rule Foundation, and Arnold B. Vaught of Church World Service. 


With the help of Theodore F. Romig a statement was prepared and presented 
to the China group on April 4th. Meanwhile this question had also been taken up by 
the China Committee of Church Yorld Service. At the meeting on April Ath the state- 


‘ment was read and discussed and it was decided that the next move should be consulta- 


tions in Washington. Mr. Vaught carried the main responsibility in this matter from 
that time on and his two reports to the China Committee are given here as follows: 


April 17, 1950- 


On April 6th a conference was called in Washington by Mr. Merchant, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, on the question of China famine and 
possible relief measures. There were about twenty people present repre- 
senting some fifteen agencies. Fred W. Rumsey and Arnold B. Vaught repre- 
sented Church World Service. For the most part, the discussion was 
rather general and there was not a great deal of optimism tht anything 
could be done quickly enough to get present government food surpluses 
made available for China. On the other hand, it was felt that an attempt 


ought to be made. 


As a result of this conference a smaller one was called to meet in 
Washington with Arthur Ringlond, Executive Director of the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Voluntary Foreign Aid, on April 12th. The agencies represent-— 
ed at this conference in addition to CliS were the American Friends : 
Service Committee, War Relief Services, National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference, CARE, United Service to China and the American Red Cross. At 
this meeting it was decided to send u letter to the Acting Director of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations asking for 
information as to the famine situation in China and as to whether FAO 
was doing anything about it, and at the same time expressing the con- 
cern of the various voluntary agencies. There was « long discussion 
on the possibility of getting American food surpluses released for dis-— 
tribution in China with transportation costs covered. A large number of 
bills have been and are being introduced into Congress for the dispos- 
al of these surpluses. One of these bills recommends that non-perish- 
able as well as perishable surpluses be made available for distribu- 
tion anywhere in the world with all transportation costs covered. The 
Purchasers and Shippers Committee of the American Council on Voluntary 
Agencies has been invited to appear before the house Committee on 
Agriculture, and they will support this particular bill. The House 
Committee reconvenes on April léth but it is not quite certain when 
this voluntary agency committee will appear. The conference in \Wiash- 
ington felt quite certain that such a general appeal had 2 much better 


Ne chance of passing through Congress than any appeal which mentioned 


China specifically. It was, therefore, recommended that the China 
Committee of the FMC delay its suggested appearance before the house 
Committee on Agriculture with a special apperl for China. The China 
group voted to concur with this recommendation. 
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R. T. Henry, CWS Director in China, about the end of February sent 
a letter to Chou En Lai, Premier and Foreign Minister of the People's 
Government of China, about the voluntary agencies importing and distri- 
buting relief supplies. So far we hive heuerd no report that a reply 
to that letter has been received. At present 195 tons of Ralston Re- 
lief Cereal is available to CwS and could be sent to China if the way 
were open. On April 14th the following cablegram was sent to R. T. 
Henry: CAN YOU IMPORT AND DISTRIBUTE NEEDY AREAS UP TO 195 TONS RALSTON 
CEREAL OR WHEAT OR FLOUR STOP INDICATE PREFERRED PORTS. 


The China group voted thct it was desirable to send relief supplies 
into China by any possible means even if it means the distributing of 
those supplies by governmental or semi governmental agencies. It was 
further suggested that the People's Government might designate work re- 
lief projects to which CWS could send food stuffs to support the workers. 


Spencer Coxe of AFSC wes present at the meeting. There is some 
possibility that the AFSC mey be able to cooperate with CWS in getting 
relief supplies to China. That matter was left for future conference 
after ways and means become more clenr. 


May 2, 1950- 


On Monday, April 24th, I was called to Washington again to meet 
with the representatives of the various voluntary agencies interested 
in emergency famine relief in China. It head been intimated to us from 
the State Department that 25,000 to 50,000 tons of rice might be made 
nvoilable to the voluntary agencies if we could distribute it in China. 
Also, it was suggested that $250,000 might be given to cover handling 
costs. In reply, we prepared c« memorandum to the Department of State 
Saying that the agencies, chiefly CWS, AFSC and War Relief Services, 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, would jointly accept 35,000 tons 
of rice provided we could get permission from the Chinese Government 
to distribute it in Chine on terms acceptable to the Department of 
State. We ought not to resign ourselves to the conclusion that nothing 
can be done until we have explored every possibility, but it is signifi- 
cant that us yet we have not been cable to send into China 195 tons of 
cereals which CWS has available and to which we were not attaching any 
strings as to the method of distribution. 


On April 27th R. T. Henry, CWS Director in China, called me on the 
telephone from Shanghai. He said that the National Welfare Conference 
was then in session in Peking cond that it was hoped that the Conference 
would decide on overall relief and welfare policies and the place that 
foreign and international organizations would have in China henceforth. 


The House of Representatives' Committee on Agriculture is now 
working on various bills which have been presented relating to the 
use of agricultural surpluses held by the Commodity Credit Corpora- 
tion. The Committee of Purchasers and Shippers of the American Council 
of Voluntary Agencies of which R, mM. Fort of CWS is Chairman have 
been invited to appear before the House Agriculture Committee tomorrow. 
They will support . bill presented by Mr. Trigg which would authorize 
the Government making cvailnble all surplus commodities 2nd not merely 
perishable commodities, free of charge, to voluntary relief agencies 
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with all transport covered to foreign ports. At present it is 
impossible to say how much chance this bill or something like it 
has of passing at this session of Congress. 


If we are successfuly in our efforts further report will be made 
to the China Committee. 


Rowland M, Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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To the Signers of the 
Message to Mission Boards Abroad 


Dear Friends: 


We acknowledge with gratitude your message addressed to mission 
boards abroad. This has been accorded wide distribution among the boards 
of Canada and the United States. It has also been reported to Religious 
News Service, in the denominational press, and recently printed verbatim 
in the Christian Century. Further, at the first meeting of the China Com 
mittee held after the receipt of your letter (Winona Lake, Indiana, March 
9-11, 1950), the message was laid before the group there present, and made 
the subject of careful consideration. The undersigned were then appointed 
to draft a reply on behalf of the Committee. This reply is given in the 


paragraphs that follow. 


We agree with you that "a new chapter in the history of China 
has begun; a new era has dawned." You have brought vividly to our minds 
the thoroughgoing nature of the revolution, the speed and urgency of its 
progress and the fundamental changes that are taking place because of it. 


Undoubtedly such a movement will affect our work in a deeper way than we 
realize. This lays upon us all the urgent necessity to re-examine the 
Christian program in China and the relationships which have hitherto 
existed between the Church in China and the older churches abroad. We 
share your conviction that we do not need at this. time to re-examine our 
faith - our fundamental belief in Christ remains unshaken. We note, too, 
with thankfulness that the Organic Law of the People's Republic of China 
guarantees the freedom of religious belief, for that is one of the great~- 
est of human liberties. Thus we share your hope that when conditions have 
become fully stabilized, religious activities can be carried on, in accord- 
ance with the Organic Law, without interference. 


We appreciate the essential fairness of your analysis of the 
historical relationship between the Church in China and the Church in the 
West. We acknowledge the entanglement of the church with the old un- 
equal treaties and certain of the special privileges accruing therefrom, 
In view of these circumstances therefore, it is not surprising that the 
Communists should feel that the Chinese Church has been related to in- 

. perialism in its political and economic aspects. However we are glad 
that you have also pointed out in this connection that missionary work 
in China has never had any direct relationship with governmental policies, 
and that many missionaries and board members have been aware of the un- 

fortunate political involvements of the past and have done what they 
could from time to time to correct them. 


It is also true that the churches in China have had close con- 


nections with the churches in Britain, North America and Europe in per- 
sonnel and financial support, and that church life and organization in 
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China has been modeled after the pattern in these countries. This was 
natural, and indeed inevitable during the long period when the church 

in China was being founded and its widespread program of school, hospital, 
and social service work slowly developed; nevertheless the goal of mis- 
sionary work has always been the establishment of truly indigenous 
Chinese churches and of effective medical, educational, and social wel- 
fare agencies, controlled, administered and supported by Chinese Chris- 
tians for the benefit of their own people. That this goal now comes 
nearer realization than ever before is indeed cause for rejoicing. 


We are thrilled by the spirit in which with open eyes you face 
the challenge of the present situation. To demonstrate the truth and 
power of the gospel in an environment fundamentally materialistic and 
atheistic is to attempt the impossible, but to attempt it with Him to 
whom all things are possible. This will mean taking up anew the cross 
of hardship and self-sacrifice. The words which you speak of yourselves 
have come to us also as a clarion call: "If we have allowed our petty 
differences to divide us, if we have been too jealous of our own prerog- 
atives,if we have clung too hard to our time-worn traditions, then let 
us take up the challenge to forget our differences, our spheres of in- 
fluence, and to unite our efforts in truly creative work." We have taken 
this to heart for we too are far from the realization of Christ's prayer 
that we may all be one. The task before us demands unity in program and 
action, but even more, a renewed energy motivated by redemptive love. We 
have faith that you will do creative work, not only in practical service 
but also in the interpretation of Christian truth. This new era must be 
creative in every aspect of thought and life, else how could we be worthy 
of it? 


It is in this spirit that you will deal with the relation of 
church and stute. You are now attempting to work out a new pattern of 
"rendering unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the 
things that are God's." This is truly your problem, and it is for 
Chinese Christians to determine how these new adjustments are to be made, 
We can only stand behind you with our sympathetic understanding and our 
prayers. We believe that you will be Christian citizens in the intri- 
cate social and political relationships which daily confront you. 


On the "three fundamental points of future policy," we find our- 
selves in hearty agreement. There is rightly a note of urgency in the 
carrying out of the principle in chmrch affairs that "the authority of 
policy and determination and financial administration must pass over to 
Chinese leadership." Some boards long ago recognized this principle and 
for some time have been acting upon it. It now becomes incumbent upon all 
China mission boards to accept this principle. 


The question of financial support is a more complicated pro- 
blem and one upon which we shall need to continue to think together in 
the years ahead. There seem to us to be three catagories of aid from 
overseas which should come within our purview. 1) aid to the Chinese 
churches, 2) aid to cooperative organizations like the National Christian 
Council, and 3) aid to Christian institutions. eS 


You have dealt only with the aid to Chinese churches. There 
you have called upon the Chinese church and the mission boards to reach 
an understanding regarding financial support from overseas which will be 
based both upon the principle of self-support and upon a realistic 


CHINA 84 


appraisal of the problem. This we are most concerned to do. We would 
give to meet an expressed need, anxious that our contributions may help 
and not injure the Chinese church. 


Regarding aid to the N.C.C. and similar cooperative agencies 
and projects, it was voted at the Winona Lake Conference "to recommend 
to the several member boards of the China Committee of the Foreign Mis— 
sions Conference that they continue to provide maximum support to the 
N.C.C. of China in so far as such support is desired by that body." A 
budget of considerable size for the N.C.C. and related cooperative pro- 
jects has been received and will be presented to the China Committee for 
consideration, after which askings will go to the member boards. There 
seems to be a large range of projects like Christian literature and rural 
betterment where overseas funds for which you desire aid can be wisely 


The question of our continued support of Christian educational 
institutions received careful consideration at Winona Lake and we quote 
the findings of the Conference on that point: 


"The discussion was centered on the possibility of these 
schools and colleges rendering a real service to the youth of 
the People's Republic of China and at the same time continuing 
to be motivated by the spirit of Jesus and guided by His teach- 
ing and example. It was agreed that this is still possible for 
the following reasons? 


"Tried and trusted Chincse representatives of the Christian 
community are heads of these institutions. 

"A large proportion of the faculty and staff are Christians, 
many of whom give a clear Christian witness in their lives. 

"There is freedom to teach and practice the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith. 

"On a voluntary basis groups continue their fellowship of 
Christian study, worship and service. 

"Missionaries are still serving these institutions. 

"Reports of use made of funds from abroad are sent support- 
ing boards. 

"In the light of this discussion it is recommended - 

"1) That mission boards give hearty support to Christian 
educational institutions in China. This support should be 
adequate and constant and given with a confidence not easily 
shaken. 

"2) That the China Committee of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference express to their Chinese Christian colleagues respon- 
sible for administering Christian educational institutions - 

' (a) a deep confidence in their ability and their 

determination to keep these institutions true 
to the spirit and principles of the Christian 
religion; 

(b) a desire to share with them in any way possible 
the very important and challenging task of dis- 
cerning and exemplifying the Christian way for 
these times in China." 


The same considerations move us to give continued ‘support to 
hospitals and other Christian institutions. 
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With regard to the future position and work of the missionary 
you have given a sobering but heartening message. In the first place, 
the missionary is still needed and wanted. It was reported at Winona 
Lake that a number of boards were continuing to recruit missionaries for 
China. In the second place, you stated that the future contribution of 
the missionary will be along new lines. He will not be an administra- 
tor, nor will he be prominent in church councils. He will not be a 
supervisor nor travel widely among the churches. He will make a contri- 
bution through special service projects in which his presence will give 
expression to the ecumenical fellowship and his life will witness to his 
faith. You rightly point out that life for him will be austere. Diffi- 
cult mental and physical adjustments will be demanded. Living in a politi- 
cal environment to which he is not accustomed, he must keep an open mind 
and have due sympathy with and endeavor to understand the political and 
social trends now operating in China. Adjustments for families will be 
especially hard, as the missionary tries to share in the economic struggles 
of the people among whom he lives. We believe that our missionaries are 
ready to serve under these conditions. 


Your message is of incalculable value for the present and future 
guidance of the China Committee and the boards and societies affiliated 
with the Foreign Missions Conference. Your carefully considered counsel 
will serve as a pattern of refcrence to which we shall need to resort, 
again and again, in days to come. 


As we read again the names appended to your message ~ names of 
Christian friends long cherished and of profound devotion to our common 
cause, we are mindful that in the universal fellowship of prayer we have 
a constant and indissoluble bond with you as with our Christian coworkers 
in all the younger churches. During the last quarter of a century Chris- 
tians of many nations and races have come really to know each other for 
the first time and to plan together for making a Christian world. We 
have all been challenged and inspired by the common visions that have 
gripped us in past years, knowing that we were committed to these common 
purposes above everything else. Further, to the fulfillment of these pur- 
poses, the very nature of our fellowship demands of us a sharing of our 
resources, spiritual and material. And so, in this day in China, we 
assure you of our concern, our prayers, and our support, as you strive 
to build a genuinely Christian movement which will give fitting witness 
to the gospel of Christ. "Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in 


Christian love." 
Sincerely yours, 


Dobbs F. Ehlman 
Leland S. Brubaker 
Mrs. Charles’ H. Sears 
J. Earl Fowler 

W. Plumer Mills 
Frank T. Cartwright 
Rowland M. Cross 


Committee 
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Letter from the Department of State 
Regarding China Passports for Americans 


May 9, 1950 


My dear Mr. Cross: 


I have received your letter of April 26, 1950 mentioning that 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert C. Hausske have reached China safely and asking 
whether the Department has received reports of other missionaries who 
. have been successful in getting back into Communist China. In addition, 
you requested information concerning the renewal and issuance of pass- 
ports for Americans in China and for Americans in this country desiring 
to return to China. 


I was pleased to hear that Mr. and Mrs. Hausske had made a 
safe journey. Regarding the return to China of other missionaries, I 
know of a few who have obtained entry and there have been indications 
that others may have found it possible to return. As only one or two 
of these persons required new passports, the others presumably holding 
valid passports issued at some earlier date, the names of all those who 
have returned are not readily available. 


Concerning the renewal and issuance of passports for 
Americans in China, the following information may be helpful. With 
the departure from Communist China of all of our diplomatic and con- 
sular officials, there exist no facilities in that area for the re-— 
newal or issuance of passports for Americans residing there. The 
issuance of such documentation is not a type of activity that can 
legally be delegated to a foreign power acting on this Government's 
behalf. However, prior to the departure of our consular personnel, 
the Department authorized the renewal or issuance of passports for 
American citizens whose passports would expire any time up to the 
end of 1950 if the holders of such passports resided in the interior 
of China distant from British consular offices, which are represent— 
ing American interests in areas of China where our offices have been 
closed. Under certain special circumstances our officials renewed or 
issued passports to Americans residing in areas where British Con- 
Sular representatives existed. However, the Department was reluc- 
tant to authorize such issuance on a general basis because the grant~ 
ing of a passport carries with it the implication that this Govern- 
ment can and will protect the holder and because of the danger that 
such passports might be used to the detriment of the United States 
if lost. Our consular offices were instructed to warn applicants 
that they remained in China at their own risk and that this Govern- 
ment would not be in a position to protect them should they exper- 

— a ience difficulties, except as protection might be effected through 
: British representatives in China. In this regard, the British have 
agreed to render all possible assistance to American nationals in 
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case of physical danger or distress, including the provision of tem- 
porary documentation in lieu of a valid passport to facilitate the 
departure from China of any American who might wish to do so. 


With regard to the issuance of passports to Americans de- 
siring to go to Communist areas in China, the following is the De~— 
partment's present policy. All applications are examined closely 
and decisions are based upon the merits of each case and the situa- 
tion existing in the area to which the applicant desires to proceed. 
The Department considers it inadvisable for dependents and non- 
essential American citizens to go to China at the present time. How- 
ever, the Department does not wish to interpose objection to the re- 
turn to China of essential replacement personnel of established 
American mission and business organizations. It is requiring that 
applications from such persons be supported by a letter from the 
sponsoring organization setting forth satisfactory evidence of the 
essential nature of the applicant's travel. Any Americans who pro- 
ceed to China for travel or residence should be fully aware of the 
possible dangers and difficulties surrounding the venture and the 
absence of any American consular representation in Communist—con- 
trolled areas. 


I hope that the foregoing information will be useful for 
your purposes. 


Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Philip D. Sprouse 
Director for Chinese Affairs 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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The Kiangsu~Anhwei Christian Rurel Service Union - April 7, 1950 


"The Rural Service Union is going ahead with a program of help for the 
rural churches. We are emphasising the need for the rural pastors and all evangelis- 
tic workers to raise their own food, and this is in cooperation with the government's 
program of increasing production along all lines. We supply free seed and instruc- 
tion. We have just completed an institute attended by all rural pastors in the 
whole Nanking area from all missions. It dealt with primary production as well as 
the various problems of the rural church at this time. I think it is the first time 
in history when all missions had a united effort of all pastors, to plan in a prac- 
tical way for their work. This has been my aim for a long time. My great emphasis 
was ‘plant Irish potatoes for your own food supply and make your church self-support-— 
ing.' We also supplied medicine boxes with free medicine for all rural churches. 
That is some of the work of the Union. 

"With regard to the Christian Mission Churches, they all have a comparative- 
ly free hand to carry on the ordinary church program, but any extensive new program 
is hardly possible at the present time. Some of the missionaries have felt cramped 
and gone home, others have gone for family reasons, and many are going on furlough; 
this all means a sadly depleted staff. Fortunately there are many fine Chinese 
leaders such as were so scarce when you were here. | 

“My wife and I are both well and fully immersed in our work. She has more 
and better developed music and worship programs, and choirs, than we thought possible 
a few years ago. I trust that America will soon reestablish full friendly and 
mutually helpful relations with this country. The old landlord system and some other 


 ___ewils are largely a thing of the past. 


"No doubt you will be wondering what the prospects are for the Church in 
China, as this question must surely come up at a time when there seems to be so much 
misunderstanding and recriminations on both sides of the 'curtain' as some people are 
pleased to call it. As you know I have plenty of opportunity to meet with the common 
people and see what the impact of the great new economic and social ideas is doing for 
humanity. I fear that people in U.S. misunderstand it. When people are living in 
poverty, disease and under other handicaps, while others are known to have so much 
of the privileges, change is inevitable; sooner or later they will try to get some- 
thing better. All too long the Western World, not to call it Christian, has tried to 
make economic profit from such impoverished countries. 

"That same Western World needs to have a little more Christian humility in 
its dealings with other countries. As I see it the biggest mistake made by people 
in the homeland, judging by the actions of their governments, is that they think they 
know all about everything; they think they've nothing to learn, and hence they never 


learn anything, about certain things. ¥ 
"The Christian church can perhaps be a humble mediator showing the Christian 


‘love and brotherhood which lies at the heart of so many Christian people in Western 


countries. 


"You can't lump everything that is happening in Asia or in China into one 
name, and say that's what is happening to the continent or to the nation, and then 
because you don't like that name condemn it all; but that is what people at home seem 


to be doing very largely." 
North China Christian Rural Service Union 


Letter from Miss Margaret E. Barnes, April 12,1950 


"We write to you in Easter spirit, and with its proof in our work. ie have 
recently held a two week period of training for Christian farmers and Church workers, 
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who came from the fields of the Methodist and other affiliated clmrches. In con- 
trast to our experience last year, this class was conducted without disturbance, 
rather with approval from authorities, and it was characterized by inner joy and 
hope. Today our young Church department worker and an older member of the staff have 
gone to visit and observe some of these friends in Sheir villages, where, they have 
written, they have groups convened for study on what“Was learned here. This is the 
reopening of a field program of visitation, accompanied by correspondence and courses 
by mail. Here at the Center, simple new buildings are going up, and walls around 
the nursery plot to replace the havoc wrought by last summer's excessive rains, and 
repairs on all buildings. In another week a repaired incubator should give us sever- 
al hundred little leghorn chicks. Our new nursery plot has many new grafted trees in 
it this spring, and grapevines, too, affording great promise for next year. 
Authoritiés: are having men train with us, and calling on us for consultation and 
training. We share in seed for planting. We help get out their agricultural paper. 

"Ge stood unflinchingly last year as a Christian Church enterprise, and so 
we are known. And here we stand. Now pray for us mightily as we step ahead, strong, 
sure, careful, in the Will of God! 

"Our daily staff Lenten studies have been powerfully effective." 


Letter from Sherwood Yang, April 22, 1950 


"We arrived at Taku Bar, port of Tientsin, this morning and the Chinese 
officials came aboard with smiling faces. Our papers were exemined and we were told 
that they welcomed us to come back. They told me that I was a Chinese and so was 
free to travel in without any permit. They asked me questions about my studies at 
Berea. They are polite, sincere, and friendly not at all like the old officials. 
They wear plain clothes and are well-fed. The laborers came in three tugs to un- 
load their cargo and later loard our cargo. They have more exports than imports. 
They are well clothed and fed too even though the famines have been dreadful in North 
China. They were eating breakfast in groups. They had rice, wheat flour bread, 
dry fish, pickles, eggs, raw onions and spinach soup. I asked them how they enjoyed 
it. They said, "Oh very much. Now everybody eats the same." I was impressed so 
much that tears flew out of my eyes. It is certainly high time for we Christians to 
do something. Otherwise we would feel ful." 


"I arrived at Tientsin on April 27 and came to Peking on the 25. I have 
noticed the following changes: (1) Means of transportation are much better and 
quicker than before. (2) Order is much better and there is no more inspection or 
patrol anywhere after the examination at the custom house. (3) People's clothings 
are more simple and frugal. The high officials do not gain more than 500 chin of 
millet which cost no more than $15.00 of U.S. money. They are more busy than 
common people. (4) Tientsin Hopei chapel and Tengshihkou chapel (Congregational) 
have much better attendance. (5) The government is really doing her best to recon- 
struct the nation in many lines. (6) The inflation has already stopped and prices of 
commodities are reduced. 

"As soon as I came to Peking, I spent half a day with the executive com 
mittee of the board of directors and spent one day here with the co-workers at 
Nunglien (new name for Rural Service Center). I intended to understand a little bit 
about our work and the present situation. I noticed that there has really been lack 
of the spirit of cooperation among the folks and our work has not been quite practi- 
cal. Then I spent five days visiting friends and former students of mine who are now 
in the government, with the purpose of making clear theirpresent need of us. They 
told me that their impression upon our work was very bad and that the program of the 
government will cover all we are doing and we plan to do. After a few years there 
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may be no need for the churches or private people to run other business except 
preaching the Gospel. They advised me not to come to Nunglien but join the govern- 
ment to serve the people. I told them that I was a Christian and was responsible 
to help the church right now, and I would like to try my best to put the work into 
a better shape. If it proves a failure then I will leave the job. 

"I came here on the 2nd of May and have decided to get the same pay as 
other co-workers - 600 chin corn, and live in as simpldéhouse as they live in. We 
have decided to have each of us to take turn to be officer of the week and to see 
and keep everything getting along well. This is the way to make them responsible. 
We have already started our collective labor system to do labor together 90 minutes 
each day. We also started to rearrange the offices and put everything inside or out- 
side the rooms in good order. We have morning watch every morning and special study 
3 evenings a week. I hope we will win back the confidence from the government and 
outside people. I will do my best for a trial of two months." 


Rowland M. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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At the meeting of the China Committee on May 17, the receipt of a letter from 
Dr. Rinden was reported by Dr. Mack, and I was asked to send copies of the letter to 
the Committee. Although this was a personel letter and not written for publication, 
Dr. Mack and I feel that Dr. “inden would be willing to have it sent out because it 
presents a number of matters which should be considered by the China Committee as well 
as by RAVEMCCO. 


1) Whet should be our policy with regerd to visual aid materials and the program for 
that type of wrk? 

2) Does the program of visual aids production and distribution which Dr. Rinden is 
carrying on merit our continued support? The China Committee on May 17 
voted to put $6,200 into the budget for 1951 for this work, leaving the 
question of Mr. Swen's work at Nanking for RAVFMCCO to decide. The 
Audio Visual Team was very much impressed with what Mr. Swen was doing 
at Nanking and feel that financial support should be given to his work. 


3) In case Dr. Rinden has to leave China, where should he be sent? 
The China Committee will welcome your comments on these questions. 
Rowland M. Cross, Secretary 


— COPY 
May 3, 1950 


Dear Si: 


Your good letter of March 29 errived just over two weeks ago, and was very 
welcome. Also, your report on "Progress in Mass Communication" was of real value. 
It gave me the first knowledge I have had of the meaning of RAVEMCCO, end now I have 
& new appreciation of the work which you have been doing. There is real reason for 
encouragement here. Also, I was perticularly pleased to know of the work along this 
line in other countries. 


I note that you say that you feel somewhat confused in trying to evaluate the 
work being done by M.C. Swen at Nanking University. I am not et all surprised to 
have you say this, but if it had been possible for your contacts with him and the 
work he is doing to be less hurried, [I feel certain that you would soon have come to 
a definite conclusion. Swen is a fine fellow, the son of a minister, and en excep- 
tionally active "promoter." Of course the things he has actually produced are likely 
to be a good deal more satisfactory as a basis of judgment, rather than plans of what 


he plans to do. 


I have read with particular appreciation what you have written about the con- 
stitution of the Committee on Mass Communication of the Korean N.C.C. Particularly 
important, in my opinion, is the object stated in section 2: "This committee is 

~——" s““grganized for the purpose of spreading the Christian Evangel throughout Korea by 
means of radio and visual aid materials." It was with this distinctively Christian 
object in mind that I previously wrote that the visual aids work at the University of 
Nenking had prectically nothing that was Christian. Now, that is still true. Consider 
what they have actually produced in the field of filmstrips. The one which is 
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perhaps best known is the one on Wu Hsiun, a former beggar in Shantung, who later put 
forth great efforts to start schools for the underprivileged. It is an interesting 
story, and one can well see why the government educationalists were pleased to have 
it produced. The pictures were redrewn from a book of illustrations which had pre- 
viously been prepared. Later, Swen produced an encyclopedic filmstrip on the besis 
of photographs which had been taken in the rooms of the center during the past few 
years. It is interesting and gives a very comprehensive idea of all the activities. 
Its chief value is to promote the interests of the work there et the University. Two 
years ego some filmstrips were made on Besic English lessons-~but they were just 
straight copies from the books which Richards had produced, Also, a very interesting 
filmstrip was made of the "Three Enemies"-~~-cartoon style. 


When I received your letter two weeks ago, I at once wrote to Swen to learn if 
there was any new mteriecl on which he was working, of which I did not know. As yet 
I have had no answer, but a friend who had been shown his work while there, yesterday 
came back to Shanghai, end has told me just what is going on. At present he is work- 
ing on « filmstrip showing the educational work of one of the graduates of the 
University of Nanking, emi I understand that it is being dome for use by our present 
government workers, as was the one on Wu Hsuin, but on this I am not positive. 


Now this sort of material can sometimes be used in connection with our 
Christian work, but certszinly it is only "broadly" Christian. My conviction is that 
you are stating a much sounder policy when you commend the definitely Christian effort 
that is being followed in Korea. I think thet in the past we have suffered not a 
little by having too little mtericl that is clearly Christian in nature, end my own 
conviction is thet this is more true now than ever, 


This does not meen that we should restrict our materials to things which are 
strictly Biblical or evengelistic, as you will know because of the materials which 
we in our N.C.C. set-up have produced. On health, for instance, we have produced 
entirely original materials cn trachome, typhoid fever, tuberculosis, and are nearly 
finished with another on malaria, with one on skin diseases in process. These we 
_have done on the basis of cooperation with the best qualified medical men in our own 
or other hospitals. Moreover, we now have an exceptionally quelified man as the 
executive secretary of the medical work division of our own N.C.C., and a fellow who 
is keen on the production of such mterials for use throughout the country, so that 
he gives us the fullest possible cooperation. At the University of Nanking no com 
pareble effort has even been attempted. The only health filmstrip they have made, of 
which I am informed, and I rezlly think there is no other, ere those referred to abore. 


I believe that you know of the rather extensive work in visual aids that was 
done by Dr. Hugh Hubbard in connection with the North Uhine Rural Service Union, end 
you know that for the pst couple of years he has heeded the basic education work of 
the U.N.E.S.C.0. in China. You will be interested to know that when he and Dr. 
Nutting began their work on trachoma in West China, it was with our filmstrip on the 
subject, and that since then they heve produced several of their own. He is really 
doing original work, closely releted to the practical need. 


At present, here in our office we have by fer the best stcff we have had since 
I came out. Each men is well qualified for his job, emi I think we cre operating as 
economicelly as possible, considering the type of work we are trying to do. I heve 
lezrned that there is resl economy in heving men of ability—-as the Chinese say, “The 
cheap is not cheap, end the dear is not dear." Sound philosophy in my experience. 
Actuclly, I fully sympathize with your desire to get the help thet we might get from 
Swen, or the rether eleborete facilities they have there, but I think we will get more 
of the kind of meterizl which is most useful, at the most economic:l cost, by concen- 
trating our efforts as at present. I should say, by the wey, thet we do not do it 
all here in Shanghai, but thet preliminary work on scripts and pictures is done by 
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the best qualified persons avcilable, even though they cre hundreds of miles away. 
Here, we only do the final ste ges of the work, which we can do so much easier than 
they can do. 


You will be interested to know that the little blue end red enamel "Christian 
badges" like the insignic at the top of this letter—-without the charecters, continue: 
to be fear more populer then we had originelly expected. A month ago our Kwantung 
synod of the C.C.C. ordered 3,000 of them, and last week they already ordered another 
3,000. Just now they have a real value as a point of witness. The situetion is not 
unlike that faced by the early Christians. 


Another bit of news which will be of some interest to you is thet lest week, 
my second effort to resign from the position as heed of this department, succeeded. 
Dr. C. T. Lin, formerly decn of studies, and professor of education at Yenching 
University, who has been working with me since list November, is now the head and 
of course I am his associate. It was a move which I am certein wes a wise one. For 
a number of weeks I have been turning responsibility over to him as repidly as possi- 
ble, arid now the wey is open to complete this process—-so that process will be well 
nigh completed in another two months. After thet, there will still be more than 
enough of high-priority work to do, but if then it should seem wise for me to depart 
the work will proceed without interruption. 


Last evening, Dr. Lin and I made filmstrips, more than 40 of them. And it 
will be possible to get some more positive stock here, so we will be cable to make 
plenty of black:and white strips, but our stock of color strips «nd slides is almost 
exhausted. But I am encoureged by the good backlog of orders we heve waiting to be 
filled when at last they do arrive. Also, our need for projectors is acute, but 
there seems to be little that we can do about it. We have a full dozen of them in a 
storehouse in Hongkong, where they have been for just about.a year. We have orders 
in hand for all of them, but we do not dare order more until we know more about get-— 
ting them through the new customs regulations. As soon as the blockade is lifted, I 
. think they will very soon be sent along to us. This may be done before the summer 
according to rumor, but actually we do not know. | 


Some weeks ago I wrote to Rowland Cross, indicating that for a number of 
reasons I will not be staying on here for any long period and asking whether it is 
the desire of the FMC Committee on AVA, now RAVEMCCO I presume, to do in some other 
country work similar to what I have been doing here in China. I have not yet heard 
from him, but I daresay that he has consulted with you on the matter, and in any 
case, I want to know in the not distant future what your desires are in the matter 
for if some such plan as at present is not to be carried out, I want to begin pre- 
parations for other work. I would really appreciate an expression of your commit- 
tee's attitude on this matter, because while I may be able to continue on here for a 
considerable time yet, as is my desire, I know full well that it may seem wise for 
me to depart sooner than is my own desire. 


By the way, this week we have finished and sent to the printer our set of 
three Bible maps on which we have been working for a number of weeks, am we will 
have them in use before summer. Also, we have this week sent to the printer two of 
our three wall picture-mottoes for children, one with a prayer for the evening, one 
with a prayer for the morning, and the one with the table grace will be finished 
today. These are particularly for use in Christian homes and since there is nothing 
now in this field, they are sure to be widely used. In the immediate future we will 
not finish many other things of particular interest to you, for the big job of the 
Life of Christ pictures will not be finished for a couple of months, end otherwise 
we will be much occupied with illustrating various N.C.C. publications, booklets, etc. 
One exception will be the poster on Stewardship, which will be finished in about ten 
days. With it are to go illustrated tracts, and a small booklet to church leaders on 
local church finance. /s/ Arthur Rinden 
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These minutes are so full of news regarding staff and committee rearrange- 
ments that I am having them copied verbatim. You will need this record in order to 
keep abreast of the readjustments teking place in the N. C. C. and related organiza- 
tions. 


R. M. C. 


ENGLISH MINUTES, NCC AD INTERIM COMMITTEE MEETING 
2:30 p. m., April 25, 1950 


PRESENT Dr. T. C. Bau (Chairman), Mr. S. J. Chuan, Mr. Fang Fu-an, Miss Bessie 

Hollows, Dr. Relph Mortensen, Rev. H. We Spillett, Bishop Ralph A‘ Ward and 
Mrs. H. S. Young of the Committee. Mr. Andrew Ho, Rev. Henry D. Jones, Mr. Y. Y. Lin 
Dr. George Ou-yang and Victor E. W. Hayward of the staff. 


Mr. Y. Y. Lin led in opening prayer. 


WELCOME TO The Associate General Secretary introduced the newly appointed Secre- 
MR. ANDREW HO tary for Youth Work of NCCRE and the Chairman expressed to him the 
13-175 Committee's welcome. 


MINUTES 13-176 The Minutes of the last meeting were approved as circulated. 


GENERAL REPORT Mr. Hayward reported that the Visiting Team to North China and North- 
13-177 west China had already started, the dates of their projected visits - 
being as follows: Tsinan, April 15-18; Peking, april 20-25; 
Taiyuan, May 2-6; Sian, May 11-15; and Hsuchow, May 21-25. The members of the Team 
were Mr. Y. T. Wu, Miss Cora Deng, Dr. Y. C. Tu, Dr. H. H. Tsui, Rev. Ai Nien-sen. 
Rev. P. H. Wang, Mr. Liu Lieng-mou, Mr. Wang Hsi-peng and the Rev. George Wu. 


A letter had been received from the Rev. Rowland M. Cross, Secretary of the Chine Com- 


mittee of FMC, giving great encouragement to the Council in its work. A statement on 
World Peace had been received from the ECC, and had been mimeographed and distributed. 
The Homes Committee head held an East China Regional Conference from March 28-31 in 


_ Ghanghai, attended by 52 delegates, and a North Chine Regionel Conference had been 


held in Peking in the early part of April; Mrs. H. S. Young had been elected as the 
new Chairmen of the Christianizing the Homes Committee. The Committee on Church 
Women's Work had also met in March, and had coopted Miss Marcic Weng cnd Miss Kao 
Jen-ying as Council members. The work of CCMW had been taking great strides forward 
since the coming of Dr. George Ou-yeng as its new Executive Secretary, end a large 
consignment of medical supplies had been turned over by IRC to CCMW, who were study- 
ing methods of distribution to Christian hospitals. The Directory of the Protestant 
Christian Movement in China, as newly revised, was to be printed in the near future, 
and the Directory Committee were also engaged on compiling a list of missionaries at 
present in China. 


REPORT FROM The Rev. Henry Jones reported on the recent work of the Committee on 
THE COMMITTEE Christian Service in Industrial Relations. April 30th had been fixed 
ON CHRISTIAN as Labor Sundey this year, in connection with which « variety of pro- 


SERVICE IN motional materials had been prepared. The Committee herd also printed 


INDUSTRIAL verious educetional and evangelistic materials for the use of industri- 
RELATIONS al workers, such as “Medical Care for the Workers", "Jesus' Struggle", 
13-178 end a Chinese poem entitled "Jesus", also translated into English. 

The Committee had clso circularized churches, hospitals, schools, and 
other social service organizations, urging them to develop educetioncl and hygiene 
services for the workers, and expressing the hope that 211 would cooperate in these 
tasks. 
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REPORT FROM Mr. S. J. Chucen reported on behalf of the Committee on Steff cs fol- 
COMMITTEE ON lows: (1) Some progress has been made in the search for a new General 
STAFF, 13-179 Secretary, and negotiations were proceeding, but no definite report 

could be presented at the present time. (2) A proposal had been re- 
ceived from Dr. Arthur Rinden that Dr. C. T. Lin be appointed in his place as Execu- 
tive Secretary of the A-VA Committee, Dr. Rinden himself to continue serving as a 
Secretary of that department. (3) Mrs. Olivia Ikenberry proposed that the Committee 
on Church Women's Work should seek for a Chinese Secretary. (4) Mr. Andrew Ho re- 
quested clarification of his relationship to the NCC. (5) Dr. George Ou-yang, on 
behalf of CCMW, proposed that Dr. T. S. Outerbridge be requested to continue his ser- 
vices to the Medical Council, and that a letter be sent to his Mission Board, request- 
ing their cooperation in making this possible. (6) The Rev. Henry Jones proposed 
that Mr. T. L. Chang be invited for 2 period of one year to serve as Executive Secre- 
tary of the Committee on Christian Service in Industrial Relations, Mr. Jones himself 
to continue as a Secretary of thct department. (7) The Rev. Henry Jones, on behalf 
of the Committee on Christian gervice in Industricl Relations, proposed that an invi- 
tation be given to Mr. Ch'en Yu to serve cs a Secretary of the Committee. 
(8) The Rev. Victor Hayward requested to be allowed to resign from his position as 
Associate General Secretery, although continuing in the Council's service. 
The Rev. E. L. Ikenberry requested to be permitted to resign from his posts as Finan- 
cial Secretary, and also as a cooperating Secretary of the Council. (10) Dr. Chester 
Miao requested to be permitted to resign as Executive Secretary of the Commission on 
Life and Work of the Churches. 


NEW NCC The Chairmen reported that although the Committee at its last meeting 
VICE-CHAIRMAN (ref. Minute 13-172) hed elected Dr. T. Y. Hu to succeed Dr. S. C. Leung 
13-180 as 2 Vice-Cheirman of the NCC, Dr. Hu had written definitely declining 


this eppointment. It wes resolved to accept Dr. Hu's letter, and to 
elect the Rt. Rev. Y. ¥. Tsu es the Council's new Vice-Chairman. 


CONSULTATIVE The Chairman reported that both Mr. S. K. Ing and Dr. T. Y. Hu had 
COMMITTEE definitely declined to serve as members of the Consultative Committee. 
13-181 In view of their strong desire not to undertake this responsibility, 

it wes resolved to eccept their two letters, and to reorganize the 
Consultative Committee as follows: Dr. T+ C. Bau (Cheitrman), Bishop Y. Y. Tsu, end 
Dr. H. H. Tsui. 


A-VA COMMITTEE It wes resolved to refer Dr. Rinden's proposal to the Committee 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY on Staff, together with the General Secretary, for study and re- 
13-182 port at the next Ad Interim Committee meeting. 


SECRETARYSHIP OF THE It was resolved thet, with regard to Mrs. Ikenberry's proposcl, 

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH the Committee on Church Women's Work should take up this matter 

WOMEN'S WORK 13-183 in « formal way with the Committee on Staff, bringing forward 
their own nomination, <s well «s reporting on the need. 


CLARIFICATION OF The Cheirmen stated that with regard to Mr. Andrew Ho's query, 
MR. ANDREW HO'S he had been directly appointed by NCCRE as its Youth Work Sec~ 
RELATIONSHIP WITH retary, but that since the NCCRE served as the Council's Com- 
NCC, 13-184 mittee on Religious Education, Mr. Ho hed been duly introduced 


to the Council by the Associcte General Secretary and welcomed 
by its Chairman. 


REQUEST, DR. OUTERBRIDGE'S It wis resolved to accept the recommendation from CCMW 
CONTINUED SERVICE WITH CCMW to request Dr. T. S. Outerbridge to continue his ser- 
13-185 vice on the Mediccl Council, and to send letters in the 
. name of the Council's Chairman to both Dr. Vuterbridge 
himself and to his Mission Board, soliciting their agreement. 
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STAFF APPOINTMENTS It was resolved to invite Mr. T. L. Chang to serve as Executive 


TO COMMITTEE ON Secretary of the Committee on Christian Service in Industrial 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE Relations.for the period of one year, on the understanding that 
IN INDUSTRIAL Rev. Henry Jones would continue to serve as a Secretary to the, 


RELATIONS, 13-186 Committee. With regard to the proposal to invite Mr. Ch'en Yu 

also to serve as a Secretary of this Committee, it was resolved 
that, since Mr. Ch'en was still in America, and the Committee desired further infor- 
mation on all aspects of this proposal, the matter be referred to the Rev. Henry 
Jones to continue negotiations with Mr. Ch'en, so as not to lose the opportunity of 
his services. 


ASSOCIATE GENERAL It was resolved that, pending the appointment of a new Associate 
SECRETARY, 13-187 General Secretary, Mr. Hayward be specially requested to relin- 

quish his intention of resignation and to continue to serve in 
this capacity. 


FINANCIAL SECRETARY It was resolved that, pending the appointment of a new Financial 
13-188 | Secretary, the Rev. E. L. Ikenberry be specially requested to 
continue to serve in this capacity. In view of this request, 
there was no need to discuss the question of his continuing us < cooperating Secre- 


tary. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, It was resolved to request Dr. Chester Miao to continue to serve 
COMMISSION ON LIFE as Executive Secretary of the Commission on Life and Work of the 
AND WORK OF THE Churches until the next Biennial Meeting. 

CHURCHES, 13-189 


VOTE OF THANKS TO The Chairman feported that Miss Tsai Kwei, since her appointment 
MISS TSAI KWEI by the National Committee YWCA as a delegate to the NCC, had 

13-190 served for upwards of ten years as a member of the NCC Executive 

and Ad Interim Committees, that her achievements during her 

period of service had been outstanding, especially during the war years and subse- 
quent period of reconstruction, and that the help she had given to the NCC itself had 
been very great. It was therefore resolved that, since Miss Cora Deng had now suc- 
ceeded Miss Tsai on the Council, the NCC should record its great appreciation of Miss 
Tsai‘s services, and that in addition to this Minute, a letter of thanks be specially 
sent to Miss Tsai. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO MR. Mr. J. H. H. Berckmen having tendered his resignation from the 
J. H. H. BERCKMAN Finance Committee, as he is shortly leaving on furlough, it 
13-191 was resolved to accept his resignation, and to send him a let- 
ter of special thanks for his kind help in signing cheques on 
behalf of the Council. 


BUDGET 1950-51 It was resolved to accept the budget for 1950-1951 proposed by the 
13-192 Finence Committee. 


POSTPONEMENT OF NATIONAL Mr. Y. Y. Lin reported that the Preperatory Committee for 
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE the National Christian Conference at the fourth meeting of 
13-193 its Standing Committee had recommended that the National 

Christian Conference, which it had been intended to con- 
vene in August, should be held at a later date, in view of the need for more thorough- 
going preparations, and also of developments in the objective situation. It was 
resolved to eccept this recommendation. 
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SPECIAL MEETING Mr. Y. Y. Lin reported that the Standing Committee of the Pre- 


PREPARING FO peratory Committee for the Netional Christian Conference at its 
NATIONAL CHRI fourth meeting had also recommended that an Enlarged Preparatory 
13-194 Conference for the National Conference be convened in Shanghai in 


August. It was resolved that the question as to whether an En- 
larged Preperatory Conference for the National Christian Conference should be con- 
vened at the same time as the NCC Biennial Meeting be referred to the NCC Consulta- 
tive Committee, together with the Preparatory Committee for the National Conference, 
for their careful study, and that the matter be brought forward for discussion at the 
next meeting of the Ad Interim Committee. 


The meeting was closed with prayer by the Chairman. 
Translated and respectfully submitted, 


Wictor E. W. Hayward 
English Minute Secretary 


EXCERPT FROM LETTER FROM VICTOR HAYWARD, MAY 16, 1950 


"Very many thanks for your radiogram reporting on your deposit of a belance 
of US $10,968 in our New York account. We are much encouraged by this good news, 
and are now eagerly awaiting your word as to pur revised 1950-51 budget." 


Rowlend M. Cross 
Sec., Chine Committee 
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OVERSEAS NEWSLETTER 


Shanghai, China 
May 1950 


Dear Friends: 


When I started dictating this about a month ago, I was very pleased to 
think that I was keeping my promise of writing this Newsletter more promptly. Even 
at that time, however, I realized it would be difficult to keep my second promise of 
writing more brieflyt. It so happened that most of the materials I intend to present 
in this letter were then of very recent date, and could not have been given by instal- 
ments any earlier. Now 1 have to confess to failure in both respects; tnis letter 
will be somewhat iate, and once again very long. After completing most of the first 
draft, I found it impossible for over two weeks to get back again to an opportunity 
for finishing it. So far from being relieved of my day to day administrative duties 
here in the NCC, I am now even more deeply involved{ George Wu's resignation took 


_ final effect at the end of April, and I have been asked to carry on in his place 


(though, for good reasons today, without the actual title!) until his successor, or 
at least a Chinese Associate General Secretary, is appointed and takes up the 
work. In these circumstances, I feel I may venture once again to crave indulgence - 
especially as I now have some extremely important up-to-date news which is of rele— 
vance to several topics dealt with below! 


1) General Situation. The chief thing to report under this heading is, I 
think, the unprecedented and truly remarkable success achieved by the Government in 
combatirg inflation. Prices of main commodities fell in all big cities during March, 
with the exception of Canton, where the increase was only very slight,and there has 
been a steady tendency towards a lower cost of living since then. The cost of the 
simple Chinese meal which I usually take at lunch time in a Cantonese restaurant 
near the office has dropped five times within the last six weeks, so that it is now 
only $3,000, as compared with $5,400. Bus and tram fares are reduced, and other 
public utility rates have been decreased. No longer are there daily headaches from 
the effort to meet the multitudinous problems arising from inflation. This phenome- 
nal change of affairs has not been accomplished with any magical ease. Its cost has 
been, and remains, unprecedentedly heavy taxation, rice-levying throughout the country 
side to the point of causing widespread grievous suffering, a great increase of 
State trading, and tremendous pressures on individuals and organizations to purchase 
Victory Bonds. Shops throughout Shanghai have been holding sales to meet their 
taxes, and it is obvious that vast numbers of people can no longer afford even cheap 
tram fares. It must be remembered that the Government still has to meet the cost of 
the civil war which is not yet completed, although the recent successes on Hainan and 
Chusan Islands have carried it considerably further towards its successful conclusion. 
The only other subject under this general heading which I would emphasize this time 
is the thoroughness with which the process of indoctrination of the whole population 
is being carried on, especially in all schools and colleges, involving also constant 
pressure on most people in what were imperialistically or feudalistically termed 
"white-collar" jobs, and terrific strain on many who are inwardly opposed to Marx- 
Leninism. Mindful of the danger and difficulty of any such generalization, I would 
yet suggest that the new regime has so far lost few of its convinced supporters, 
that it has educated vast numbers into o better understanding and appreciation of its 
aims and methods, but that it is - for natural reasons with a short-sighted and 
freedom-loving public - less popular now than it has ever yet been since the Libera- 
tion of the major part of the country, with the probable exception of certain areas 
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in the North. To venture further on a political comment, it seems a terrible pity 
that Great Britain, having taken the step of proffering recognition to the Central 
People's Government, has not followed this up by giving clear support to the 
latter's case at U.N.O. 


2) General Church News. From many different parts of the country have 
come requests for help such as that already given by the Central China and East 
China Visiting Teams. It has so far proved impossible to organize a team for South 
China, although several outstanding Christian leaders have fairly recently paid in- 
dividual visits to Fukien and Kwangtung. The long-delayed North China Team, however, 
set out on its task last month, planning to start with meetings in Tsinan from 
April 15th and to finish in Hsuchow on May 24th. The five towns to be visited were 
Tsinan, Peking, Taiyuan, Sian, and Hsuchow. The two religious representatives from 
the People's Political Consultative Council, Mr. Y. T. Wu and Mr. Liu Liang-mou, 
and Dr. Y. C. Tu, General Secretary of the National Committee YMCA, were to visit 
all five cities. The Rev. George Wu and Dr. H. H. Tsui went to Tsinan and Peking, 
and the Rev. P. H. Wang (Executive Secretary of the North China Christian Federa- 
tion) was to icipate in the work at all places except Tsinan, the Rev. Ai Nien- 
san (Lutheran) at Taiyuan, Sian and Hsuchow, and Miss Cora Deng (Miss Tsai's succes- 
sor as General Secretary of the National Committee YWCA) was to visit Peking and 
Sian. The Team made an unhappy start at Tsinan, since Government authorities did 
not permit them to hold meetings there, although they had many useful private inter- 
views with Christian leaders. Satisfactory meetings were held in Peking, but by far 
the most important thing achieved by the Team on its whole trip was a series of 
conversations with the Premier and several other high Government officials in the 
Central Government. The total time spent in the three conferences which Mr. Chou 
En-lai personally attended came to twelve or thirteen hours. This is of all the 
greater significance in view of the fact that people have had to wait in vain to 
see the Premier on Government business for periods as long as a month. No official 
report can yet be given on these conversations, but what is already unofficially 
known indicates their vitally important nature, and will be touched upon later in 
this letter. The whole matter will be separately dealt with as soon as it is possi- 
ble to write it up. These conferences occasioned considerable delay, as a result of 
which the Rev. Ai Nien-san was the only member of the Team to visit Taiyuan, and 
Hsuchow has been cut out of the itinerary altogether. A telegram has been received 
from Sian reporting attendance at meetings there of 350 delegates from the provinces 
of Kansu, Ninghsia, Tsinghai, and Sinkiang, as well as from Shansi itself. 

It has been decided to postpone the National Christian Conference. Such 
great hopes are being pinned in many quarters to this gathering, and such important 
issues wiil be raised, that it has been felt essential to give more thorough prepara- 
tion than can be accomplished between now and next August; for many reasons our 
Chinese friends have desired to hold this big conference in Peking, but it is now 
realised that the attention which it will attract from Central Government leaders 
makes it essential for the way to be carefully prepared, and that from this point of 
view also the time is not yet ripe. Preparations are in fact well under way, and a 
questionnaire on Church reform put out by the study group led by Dr. T. C. Chao has 
been widely circulated. It is unlikely therefore that this National Conference will 
meet this year. Present plans are for the NCC to hold its regular Biennial Meeting 
in the autumn and for an Enlarged Preparetory Committee meeting for the National 
Conference to be convened in close conjunction with this, special steps being 
to invite Christian Youth representatives to this Preparatory Conference. The new 
date of the National Conference will probably be decided at the NCC Biennial Meeting. 

This year sees a great advance for the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui in respect 
of Chinese administration. In April Robin Chen succeeded Lloyd Craighill as Bishop 
of the Anking Diocese, in which he had previously served as Assistant Bishop, and 
K. Z. Mao also succeeded W. P. Roberts as Bishop of the Kiangsu Diocese, in which 
he too had previously served as Assistant Bishop; this month Kimber Den has been 
consecrated as Bishop, to succeed John Curtis as Bishop of Chekiang. (I feared 
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there would be too many Right Reverends to give all these gentlemen their proper 
titlest) As I gazed at the eight Bishops who had participated in the Consecration 
Ceremony for Bishop Den (of whom the two foreign Bishops are now retiring, and all 
the rest are Chinese), I realizéd how outstanding is the Sheng Kung Hui in its 
wealth of magnificent Chinese leadership. There are also four other Chinese Diocesar 
Bishops, making a total of ten in all. The only remaining foreign Diocesan 
Bishops in China are T. A. Scott (North China), J. Wellington (Shantung, K. G. 
Bevan (East Szechwan), and R, O. Hall (Hongkong). The care and investment (if I 
may be so crude!) put into the training of such leadership by the American Episco-— 
pal and Anglican Churches will in future pay dividends of incalculable value. 

The Rt. Rev. Y.Y¥. Tsu has recently been appointed as Vice-Chairman of 
the NCC in place of Dr. S. C. Leung, whose wise leadership we greatly miss. The 
Rev. George K. T. Wu has already taken up full-time work as Secretary for the 


Shanghai Area of the Methodist Church; this Area covers the provinces of Kiangsu, 


Anhwei, Chekiang and Kiangsi. As his office is in this same Missions Building, we 
look forward to much continued help from this valued friend and neighbour. Mr. 
Andrew Ho has been recently appointed as Youth Work Secretary of NCCRE. Two other 
NCC gppointments, those of Dr. Ou-yang and “r. T. L. Chang, wiil be noted below. 
The Chinese staff of NCC is greatly strengthened through these important additions. 
Since the Eastern Asia Christian Conference, Dr. Irma Highbaugh (who is at present 
unable to return here) has been engaged in visitation of several Far Eastern coun- 
tries in the interests of Christian Homes Work ~- an immensely valuable project 


sponsored by I.M.C. 


3) Significant Conferences. Although many jokes are made, and many groans 
emitted, over the number of meetings of one kind and another held by or in this 
‘super-centre' of committee work, it is after all one of the main functions of the 
NCC to provide opportunities for interdenominational consultations and for the meet- 
ing together of delegates from large areas or from the country as a whole. What has 
impressed me during my two and a half years here is the uniformly high quality of 
such gatherings, which are continually producing significant ideas and results. It 
is not our fault if the follow-up work which can only be done in local situations | 
often leaves much to be desired, although that fact remains a perennial challenge! 
Let me list below some of the important conferences which have thus been held during 
the past three months. There will be no space in this letter to report much about 
any one.of them, but their nature and range should be duly impressive. 

From March 7-8 NCCRE held a special Conference on Lay Training; this was 
called in view of the general recognition that from now onwards the responsibility 
of the ordinary church member will be greatly increased, not solely because self- 
Support car, be achieved only in this way, but also because the spirit of this new 
age demands a greater sharing of responsibility by all. (This is one of the many 
facts which prompt the prophetic heart to say, copying the insight of Isaiah of old 
in a partially similar situation, "Behold My servant Mao Tse-tung!") There was 
thorough discussion on the need for re~interpreting the Chinese term which the 
Church has long used for “voluntary worker"; it was agreed that it would be best to 
retain the term, but that from now on Church members must be educated to think of 
voluntary service in the Church, not so much as something done from a rather superior 
level as compared with that of the paid worker, and as "an extra" done or not done 
according to convenience, but rather as service which one ought to do, thus taking 
up the other equally valid meaning commonly attached to one of the Chinese characters 
used. On March 15 CCEA sponsored a Joint Conference of Representatives of the 
Founders' Boards of Christian Middle Schools and of the Principals of these schools. 
On March 31 CCMW similarly held a Joint Conference between the Superintendents of 
Christian Hospitals and the administrative Secretaries of related Mission Boards. 
The value of frank mutual consultation in these two fields will be readily under- 
stood. Then from March 28-31 and from April 14-20 our Committee on Christianizing 
the Homes held Conferences in Shanghai and Peking for the East China and North China 
areas respectively. Both of these Area Conferences were attended by representatives 


from several provinces and of several denominations. These Homes Conferences have 
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long had a reputation for hard work and creative results, and the effects of these 
post-Liberation gatherings will be great in stimlating a right use of the Chris- 
tian home as a fundamental base for Church work. Our Commission Church and Human 
Welfare organized an Fast China Christian Cormunity Centres Conference which was 
held in Shanghai from April 11-15. Tne achievements of this Conference are indi- 
cated in the following quotations from its report (given at length because of 
their intrinsic significance as illustrating the new outlook): 


"The Community Centers must re-think their position and program. First, we 
have been too busy with the people who have not been working, the unemployed, the 
little children, therefore we have failed to know and understand the needs of 
working men and women. Second, we have been too busy with child welfare, feeding 
and relief programs, ond not on preductive programs that helped the people to help 
themselves, Therefore we have been too involved in the thinkine of indigent people 
and not thinking with the healthy and self-supporting productive workers. We need 
to involve ourselves in this new day with the large working groups, such as labor 
unions, guilds, etc....With tne change of Government has come a new spirit in the 
life of communities in China. In many places there is a movement of the people to- 
wards solving their own community problems. It is no longer left to the government, 
or to some foreign agency to come in and solve the problem. The spirit of 'we must 
solve it ourselves' has arisen. What.a great op ortunity it is for the Community 
Center workers to heip, as professional, trained people, in the solving of many, 
many community problems." 

From April 26-28 CCEA held a Conference on Sigher Education in Nanking, 
attended by representatives from il of the Christian Universities and Colleges, when 
it was round very helpful to exchange reports on present situations and problems. 
From May 2-7 the first conference of its kind ever to be called was held of general 
secretaries from the various Christian Rural Service Unions; many very significant 
results were achieved, as a result of which from now onwards the work done through 
these Unions will be far more closely related to that of the Churches, and mutually 
correlated as has never before been tne case - this will greatly improve the effi- 
ciency of all these Unions; important plans for future self-—support were also de- 
veloped. On May 13 « quite informal conference of 22 Mission executives was con- 
vened, and both discussions and fellowship were felt to be extremely helpful. 

No, these are not just ‘'talking-shops'. They are 'workshops’ of 
Christian fellowship in the Spirit. 


4)_Student Work. The surprising thing about the work of our Committee on 
Student Evangelism in Government Yniversities is not that all our Student Service 
Centres have been profoundly affected, with work in most cases considerably curtail- 
ed, but rather that they have all been able to continue, and that in two or three 
Yniversities, of which Chung-Shan University (near Canton) is the most conspicucus, 
programs continue to be so satisfactory. The missionary, who hitherto had a special 
opportunity in this type of work, is now no longer able to make a helpful contribu- 
tion. On the other hand, our Chinese student work secretaries.have been driven to 
realize, as most of them did not before, the vital importance of gaining and trans-— 
mitting a deeper comprehension of the distinctive content of the Christian faith, 
and to turn more to personal work, and to the making of specifically Christian con- 
tributions to the life of the college, since other forms of service and activity are 
being cared for by the authorities. An extremely important Conference was held in 
Shanghai at the end of March, under the joint auspices of the National YMCA and YWCA, 
for all YM and YW student work secretaries, including those working in Government 
_ Universities under our NCC Committee. This Conference was vastly more satisfactory 
than a similar Conference held two years ago, when revolution was in the air, and 
when secretaries tended to take the Christian faith for granted, having too little 
appreciation of its depth and the need for really intellectual study of its signifi- 
cance, while showing themselves, as ever, extremely eager to discuss social and 
political issues. As I was unfortunately able to attend only a small part of this 
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very significant conference, I quote at length from a report just written by Miss 
Margaret Garvie, who is on the National YWCA staff (the first and third para- 
graphs are given just as Miss Garvie wrote them, but the second paragraph tele- 
scopes sentences taken from three consecutive paragraphs in the middle of her re- 
port): 
"The staff attending this meeting were fewer in number than in 1948. Nota 

few have left for government jobs. There are some new staff, but the majority of 
those present had been at the previous gathering and inevitably we compared the two 
conferences. In the intervening years we have lived through revolution and grown 
wiser in the experience. In 1948 many young progressive Chinese Christians worked 
with the Ys because they had no other openings to satisfy them. It is significant 
that not a few came to the conference with the intention to make this an opportun- 
ity to leave the work entirely, for they had little conviction that they could make 
a special contribution as in the past. With the development of Student Self-govern- 
ment organizations on all the campuses they felt that all their previous functions 
would be taken over. However, the leadership of the conference was not of this 
mind, and many of the local staff, especially those from the areas liberated earlier, 
had come through this period of doubt to a renewed sense of their particular contri- 
bution. The result is that after exchange of ideas, none of these questioning ones 
have left and we have lost only one of those whos attended the meeting and this be- 
cause of health. Others who had not necessarily decided to leave the student work 
came to the conference with two expectations; first that in the meetings their own 
probiems of faith would all be solved and they could return to their jobs with per- 
fect answers to all the questions and challenges students now throw at then second, 
that they could have a clear ABC of the job they are called to do. When life is so 
complex, it is natural to ask for a ten commandments and code of laws. If the con- 
ference gave them the reasons why this is impossible, it was worth while; but it 

did more than that for they all put so much into it themselves that we ended witn a 
positive sense of our vocation and a renewed faith to guide us. Today it is no 
exaggeration to say our staff are with us because they choose to be in this work 
rather than in any of the attractive positions open to them, many because they have 
a very clear conviction of the place of a Christian youth organization in the new 
China. This is not to say that we see our position clearly, nor that we have no 
problems to thrash out. 

The conference lasted for nearly two weeks with a break of one day on Sunday in 
between the two halves into which the programme was divided. Each day started with 
prayers, followed by three quarters of an hour of Bible study, however, after the 
first few days by request the prayers were put earlier in order to give a full hour 
to the lectures on the Bible...One of the major problems which faces our staff is 
the challenge of small yet strong fundamentalist groups and there is much tension 
between them on the one hand and the materialist students on the other so that there 
is intellectual confusion, particularly for the Christian student who is having to 
study the official books on the development of history and naturally compares them 
with the teachings of the church based on the Bible...More than ever before our staff 
are realizing that they need a sound intelligent approacn to the Bible, particularly 
to the books at the beginning .and the end, for this is one of the points at which 
they have a special contribution to make as Christian youth workers. At the be- 
ginning of the conference reports on their work were given by the local staff and 
these later were the foundation for group meetings to discuss in detail five state- 
ments drawn up before the conference began...The five topics were: 1. The stand- 
point of our work,. 2. Relationships with other organizations (national and inter- 
national), 3. School Associations, 4. Student Centres, 5. Student Relief...The 
afternoon sessions consisted of two series of lectures followed by discussion and 
questions. During the first week Dr. T. C. Chao of Yenching School of Religion 
lived with us and spoke each afternoon on the main teachings of Christian philosophy 
with special reference to the new philosophies of our day. His vocabulary, thought 
and personal religious experience were often beyond most of us, and yet he stretched 
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our minds and opened windows out of which we seldom if ever attempt to look. The 
second week was devoted to an interpretation of Marxist~Leninism from the Christian's 
point of view by Dr. Y. T. Wu of the National Committee YMCA. his approach was 
largely pregmatic and concerned with the present day expression in national and 
international politics. The discussions after every lecture in the two series re- 
vealed how vital the topics were to each member of our staff, and we went on 
wrestling with them over the meal teble or at other free times by day and night... 
At the end of the conference, ecxtra time was set aside to permit each discus- 
sion group to analyse the guccesses and friliures of the conference. The meeting to 
sum up their conclusions ended on a reverent ncte with words of praise to God and a 
prayer of thanks and dedication. I+ is typica. that the conference ended in this 
way. Right from the beginning a high note was struck and a very close sense of com- 
munity felt between the members of the group. It was a contrast to the discordances 
of 1948. To me the ditference was like that between a group of people climbing a 
mountain in clear weather as compared with the same group when the mountain is 
covered with cloud. In 1948 we were in the mists. Scme had seen the tups through 
breaks in the clouds, some had maps and compasses, others were completely lost and 
there were differences of opinion about the route. Now the clouds have leared and 
the group is climbing together. At different times in the conference we learnt from 
revised or new parables. In the pecple's new China the youth movement is like a 
train going toward Peking and we are on that train for we are part of China. Some— 
times we may seem to be walking tovard the back coach, but that is all right so long 
as we do not try to jump off while the train is moving for then we are really lost. 
Over and over again we discussed tue implications of a Christian movement which is 
within the total youth movement - and not separate, aloof and in opposition as under 
the Kuomintang. Or else we are like salt, which when evenly spread through the food 
gives savour but if it is still in lumps it is in itself umpleasant to the taste and 
does not help the dish as a whole. Individually we are stones to be used in a 
great building which promises to be magnificent in the future if the stones of which 
it is built are fitly framed together... All the illustrations revealed a spirit of 
national loyalty and at the same time dedication to a Lord who is over all and yet 
in all. Both loyalties demand minds that are alive and are questioning. The staff 
group knows that it is called to be socially aware and at the same time more deeply 
Christian in social and personal life. We saw that the prophetic message is still 
true today and that the Pauline Epistles contain certain principles which speak to 
our condition even if the historic context is changed. One of the points which was 
made in our self-criticism and summing up meetings at the end of the conference was 
that study of our faith and of social problems is so important that it must be given 
a prior place in our working schedules and we must study neither topic at the ex- 
pense of the other but attempt to keep them mutually related. If the student secre~- 
taries can express the two-fold message in their programme they have a great work to 
do. They can help to show that there is a place for Christianity and the individual 
Christian in the new China and they can help the politically backward Christians to 
see their place as loyal Chinese who cannot dissociate themselves from their national 
heritage. In the past it was not easy to see our function, today it stands out 
clearly and we are dedicated to our calling as Chinese Christians." 


: 5) Rural Work. The following statement by Mr. §. P. Wang, our rural work 
Secretary, also deserves quoting at length. Although it was written some weeks ago, 
Mr. Wang says that nothing since that time has made him change the points of view 
he here expresses: "The question as to how Christian Churches and institutions are 
to face the new situation in China has been constantly in the minds of Christians 
since the process of nation-wide liberation begain in 1948. By this time the answer 
has become increasingly clear. Our first thoughts, based on the experience of those 
areas first liberated, were that organized Churches would with great difficulty be 
able to survive under the new regime, although worship within family circles would 
be. permitted. At that time we therefore prepared materials for use by Christian 
families. In the second stage we learned that, although Churches were meeting bitter 
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difficulties, the work of Christian Social Welfare institutions - such as hospitals, 
schools, and YMCAs - would be welcome to continue, since it was regarded as real 


‘ service to the people. Now, however, we have reached our third answer, which is an 


entirely new one. This is that the Government is entirely sincere in adhering to 
that article of the Common Platform promulgated by the People's Political Consulta- 
tive Conference which gives freedom to all Churches. Many Churches have in fact re- 
ported their re-opening since /jberation; many have reported increased membership; 
and new indigenous Churches are in the making. Although a great many remain closed, 
there is a future for them if they will but seek it. On the other hand, social wel- 
fare institutions are unexpectedly in difficulties. These difficulties are not caus- 
ed by prejudice, but by the imposition of regulations, chiefly economic in intent, 
which although not discriminatory against Christian institutions, are such as to 
create tremendous problems for them. 

We can now see clearly (1) that Christians enjoy far more freedom today 
within the Church itself than within other Christian institutions. (2) that rural 
Church members, instead of being deprived of religious freedom, as many expected, are 
actually being pulled into participation in local political set-ups, (3) that rural 
Churches, if only they are well organized on the right lines today, will have unique 
opportunities for many different kinds of Christian work in the future, since their 
members are for the most part those farmers and workers whose productive efforts win 
for them a high place in the new regime, and (4) that Christians are given a special 
opportunity to participate in local government, since they not only belong to the 
right class, but are also able to read and write, are recognized as honest abd trust-— 
worthy in character, and even have the ability to chair a meeting; they are accord- 
ingly regarded as persons qualified to hold local political and social responsibili- 
ties. 3 

From the foregoing we realize that, whereas before Liberation we feared 
that we should have little opportunity to work among our rural Churches, it is these 
very rural Churches which are na@seen to be the most promising to help. Our aid and 
guidance must be given quickly, with a keen sense of putting first things first. 

The NCC Rural Work Department is now developing its program along the 
following three lines. (1) The linking together in spiritual fellowship of rural 
Churches throughout China, through enabling them to share their ideas and experiences. 
A bi-weekly ‘Rural Church News Bulletin’ was commenced on an experimental basis last 
November; its circulation has been growing with an unexpected rapidity, the demarf for 
this paper doubling almost every month. (2) The uniting of rural Christians through 
the cultivation of Christian life patterns, the Christianizing of rural customs, and 
the adoption of Christian ceremonies for weddings, funerals, etc. (3) The strengthen- 
ing of all Christian Rural Service Unions, so that they may make really valuable 
technical contributions to the life of the farmers. 

\For all of the above enterprises money is needed, and especially for the 
third. If we were able to raise as much as US$20,000 for this year's work, it would 
not be too mucht Yet if we could raise nothing at the present time, there would be 
no cause for despair. The new regime is endeavoring in all possible ways to increase 
production, and vast numbers of our rural Church members will ultimately benefit from 
these Government policies, if they succeed. In a few years' time, therefore, our 
rural Churches themselves will be in a position to contribute substantially to future 
rural Christian work." 

Conditions vary greatly in different parts of the country, and no doubt 
there are many areas to which Mr. Wang's second paragraph above does not apply. 
Nevertheless, this is an encouraging statement to set over against the fact of dis- 
couraging conditions in so many areas in North China. One profoundly important 
thing to realize is that the Government's thorough -going plans for land reform in 
China have as yet been carried through in only a small part of the country. After 
these reform measures have been carried out, there will be little room for Chris-. 
tian rural service other than work definitely based upon rural Churches, although 
application and promotion of the use of scientific technique through Christian 
Rural Service Unions will probably continue to be welcomed by the people and by 
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Government authorities. This need in future planning to place a central emphasis 
on the Church is another of the many points at which we may trace God's providential 
working. It is highly interesting to note that earlier stress deliberately placed 
upon Christian homes as the anticipated bastions of the Christian cause led to neg- 
lect in many country areas of the local Clmrches themselves. Experience is already 
showing that, for the present at any rate, rural Churches can continue in at least 
many parts of the country, if only their members are sufficiently determined; and 
also that Church life is needed as the focussing centre for the Christian community, 
as well as Christian homes as its foundation. A further interesting point which has 
emerged from experience is that several Churches which at first were disposed to con- 
gratulate themselves on being already self-supporting afterwards failed, because they 
had in fact depended too greatly on a few individual rich landlords. From now on- 
wards, self-support will have to be achieved through the efforts of the whole congre- 
gation, and not through the rich who are rich no longer. This also providentially 
accords with the need already felt for other reasons to give ordinary Church members 
more real responsibility in the running of the local Churches. A deepening of spir~ 
itual fervour is already noticeable in many parts of the country, where Christians — 
can depend upon one source of confidence and help alone--God. "Spiritual movements" 
often take forms reminiscent of those conditions in the early Church which caused 

St. Paul considerable anxiety, but nevertheless do betoken that spiritual vitality 
which is the hope of the future. ; 


6) Medical Work. As yet, nearly all Christian hospitals are carrying on, 
but it seems probable that many of them will before very long be forced to appeal to 
be taken over by Government authorities. Except for a few special cases, where the 
Government has been pressing for "Cooperation", this is not because of direct inter- 
ference for most or all of the difficulties experienced by certain hospitals in the 
earlier days after Liberation came from within. It is due to the tremendous finan- 
cial difficulties which almost all hospitals are now encountering. Taxes have 
become for many of them an almost insupportable burden, although in some areas the 
incidence is considerably lighter than others. In many places, moreover, the income 
of hospitels has severely dropped. Formerly many hospitals drew a large part of 
their income from a comparatively small number of rich first-class patients, but now 
have no patients of this variety. Moreover, shortage of money has greatly reduced 
the number of ordinary poor patients who come for hospital treatment. Of several 
hospitals recently reporting, all anticipated deficits on this year's running ex- 
penses, to an average of no less than £4,000 for the year. nother grave difficulty 
arises from the fact that drug stocks are now being used up (many of them originally 
donated from UNRRA), with little or no hope of replacement. For this reason, we are 
particularly happy to report that no less than 135 tons of drugs and medicai equipment 
have been turned over from I. R. C. to our Council on Christian Medical Work for dis- 
tribution to Christian hospitals. Dr. T. S. Outerbridge, the Chairman of this Medi- 
cal Commission of the NCC, has invaluable experience for guiding in the distribution 
of these supplies, and it is hoped that he will also be able to continue to assist 
in the raising of further supplies. 

Dr. George Ou-yang has recently been appointed as Executive Secretary of 
our Council on Christian Medical Work, and has already proved himself an immense 
asset to the NCC staff in general. Dr. Ou-yang graduated from Yenching in 1933, and 
from P. U. M. C. in 1937. He continued in PUMC until 1941, teaching in the Depart- 
ment of Public Health. After Pearl Harbour, he engaged in private practice until 
January 1946, when he reopened the Hopkins Memorial Hospital in Peking, of which he 
was Superintendent until coming to the Council of Christian Medical Work. In 1947 
Dr. Ou-yang attended the Seventh Ecumenical Methodist Conference in Massachusctts. 

We are very happy that Dr. K. C. Wong has been persuaded to continue his work with 
the Commission; from now onwards he will be serving as Associate Secretary. 

Dr. Ou-yang has established his office in the NCC building, and will shortly also 
open a clinic here for the benefit of all NCC staff members. This move towards yet 
closer integration with the NCC is very helpful and greatly appreciated. 
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7) Committee on Christian Service in Industrial Relations. This Com 
mittee has changed its Chinese name, but has so far "retained its original English 
name. The Chinese name now literally reads "Committee on Service to the Workers." 
The Rev. Henry Jones has done a fine piece of work, particularly in the way he has 
built up a strong and active committee, in which several suitable laymen are taking 
part. For strong family reasons Mr. Jones has just left for the States. Here is his 
report to his own Mission, as written to Dr. E. E. Walline: 

"This letter is a report as to my responsibilities in my Mission to China. As I 
understand it, I was called by the Church of Christ in China, General Assembly 
Office, to help the Church in China begin anew its service to the industrial workers. 
My agreement with the Presbyterian Mission was to come for five years. It was my 
plan to train, as soon as possible, Chinese staff to take up the work and to build a 
strong local committee to direct it. When we arrived in China in October 1947, we 
immediately attempted to get acquainted with the situation. The General Assembly 
Office of the Church of Christ Office in China decided wisely to assign us as their 
representative on the staff of the National Christian Council, for industrial service 
on the part of the Church cannot be done in any community on the denominational 
basis. It mst be done as an effort of the churches together. It was our task then 
to build the committee representing all the denominations which would participate. 
The first appointments to the Committee were by the National Christian Council, and 
consisted of Christian laymen and laywomen, who were particularly experienced and 
skilled in the field of labor work. With this nucleus of laymen, we then had added 
to the Committee representatives from the Church of Christ in China, the Methodist 
Church, the Sheng King Hui. It is a strong and active committee. The committee 
meets every month and spends two, often three, hours in discussions and decision 
making. Every publication of this committee is a creation of sub-committees within 
the larger committee. Every publication is reviewed by the committee before it is 
put to the press. All decisions in regard to program are made by the committee. As 
a result, we have a genuinely interested and aggressive group of men and women. 

We have faced two major setbacks, or difficulties, in our work. First, the man 
whom we had selected for study abroad and for future leadership of the Committee, 
proved unacceptable to the new regime, therefore, he could not take over the function 
of secretaryship. This setback cost us fully a year. The complete change in 
Labor Union Leadership has also been a problem. We had made acquaintances with one 
group and suddenly found that few of our acquaintances were any longer in this 
country, but we have had one very great contributing factor. It is the fundamental 
change in attitude toward Labor which has come by the political turnover. “The people 
of the New Regime have made the churches conscious that they must recognize and 
work with and serve Labor. This realization has helped a great deal in our work. 
Churches have come to us, asking "How can we serve?" and there has been a readiness 
of mind on the part of hospital administrators, school people, universities and 
colleges,to ideas as to "How we can work with Labor." So our work under the new 
Government of the people of China has expanded encouragingly. ~’ 

_ It had been my intention to stay in Shanghai until the late summer, but the 
change in situation with my family has made it essential that I leave soon. The 
purpose of my intention to stay late into summer was to have a period in which I 
could work with the men who are to take over my task. The first of these men is Mr. 
T. L. Chang. Mr. Chang is an older man, who was sent by the Industrial Committee of 
the N.C.C. in the year 1925 to study industrial relations in the London School of 
Economics. He came back from that study to join the staff of the National Committee 
Y.M.C.A. as Industriel Secretary. Later, he was the head of the Rickshawmen's 
Service of the Municipal Governemtn of Shanghai. He is an earnest Christian layman, 
and has raised a family of young people who are devoted and interested in service 
to people, whether through the offices of Government or the Cmarch. Mr. T. L. Chang 
has, by action of the Ad Interim Committee on April 25, became the Executive Secre- 
tary of tne Committee on Christian Service in Industrial Relations. he has been 
appointed for one year, and at the close of one year the matter will be reviewed 
furthe:. Mr. Chang has been a member of the Committee on Christian Service in 
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Industrial Relations during this past yeer, end has given a great deal of voluntary 
service to the work. The Committee enthusiastically recommended him to the Ad Interim 
Committee. The Committee was requested permission to invite Paul Y. Chen, son of 
Bishop Robin Chen, to become Junior Secretary. Mr. Chen has just graduated from New 
York School of Social Work in the field of incustrial relations. He is now on his 
way to China. We hope thet, after a year or two of work and travel, he may become the 
Executive Secretary of the Committee. I feel, therefore, thet the work will be very 
well cared for under the direction of tne Committee, and with this leadership. But, 
you can understand that I would have preferred to have stayed a month or two after the 
high pressure period working toward May 1, in order to turn over the work to these new 
men. 
To sum up, I feel good about the work that I have been able to do. I feel thet 
in a little more than two and half years that | have practically completed the five 
year assignment that was given to me. Under the direction of a strong Committee and 
with trained and competent personnel to carry on the task, I have every confidence 
that the work will be done. I believe that the foundations are solid. If my family 
is to come beck here in the fall, as it is my hope, I shall be very hap,y to do so. 

If we are to go elsewhere, I em willing if this seems possible after talking things 
over with my wife. If I am to stay in the United States, I feel as though I have ful- 


filled my mission to China." 


8) Property end taxation. Many are the discussions and conferences which 
have taken place in recent weeks on tne question of the possible transfer of property 


from Mission to Yhurch, and on the aifficulties arising from the tremendous burden of 
present taxes. In this section I will give in full a memorandum on these subjects 
which I wrote some little time ago for general reference: 

"Informal statements recently made by the responsible executives in “hina of 
several different Mission boards regarding the policies they have been following in 
respect to the holding and trensfer of property give a fairly uniform picture, al- 
though there are a few significant exceptions. A clear distinction seems in all 
cases to be drawn between missionary residences and property actually used by the 
Chinese Church, Missions Boards naturally taxing complete responsibility for the 
former. Nearly all Missions indicate a long-standing desire to transfer property to 
the Chinese Church, but failure for the most part to achieve such plans, due to con- 
ditions in China during the past decade or more. The general principle in transfers 
has been to make them to district associations, synods, specially organized property- 
holding corporations, or other large bodies, and not to local “hurches or institutions, 
One Mission, however, has maintained the principle of granting complete control to 
local congregetions or Soards of trustees. Although title deeds have continued to be 
held by the Mission Boards, several “Missions have frequently passed over control to 
the Chinese Church by means of various Agreements, Certificates of Custody, or special 
Leases. One Mission reported their resolution that in eny agreement respecting the 
turning over of hospital and school equipment to Church bodies, it should be stipu- 
lated that such equipment is for use and not for sale. With regard to the payment of 
taxes, the general practice hes been for land tex to be borne by the “issions con- 
cerned (though in some cases contract clauses provide for the refund of this by the 
institutions actually using the property), but other taxes are usually met by the 
Churches or institutions in occupation, assistance being given where necessary by some 
of the Missions. 

An informal meeting of Chinese Church executives specially called in March to dis~ 
cuss these property questions reached a very clear consensus of opinion on several in- 
portant matters. It was pointed out that the question of transfer of property from 
Mission to Church might be considered from two distinct angles—-protection em manage- 
ment. With regard to the former, it was unrealistic to think thet transfer would be 
of any significance at the present time. Foreign-owned property in ectual use would 
not be in denger of confiscation, except in cases of war with foreign powers. Owner- 
Ship of private property was a matter of individuel persons or corporations holding 
legil titles to possession, irrespective of netionelity. ‘he question of management, 
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on the other hend, was a very real one, and undoubtedly management of all Church 
properties should now be in Chinese hands. There was a danger of property being lost 
if it were unused, or improperly managed. the problem of payment of taxation was 

' equally real; in general it should be realized that where taxes had become sv high 
that Missions could no longer afford to pay them, it wes unrealistic to attempt to 
shift responsibility to the Chinese “hurch, which in present circumstances was even 
less likely to be able to bear the burden. (An expression of opinion was made that 
it was sheer economic necessity which caused the Yovernment to impose the present 
heavy taxation, and that taxes might be somewhat lighter after this year.) It was 
suggested thet in many cases it would have been better had ownership of property 
already been transferred at an earlier dete, but agreed thet the main reason why much 
property hed not been hitherto handed over to the Chinese Shurch was simply the un- 
settled conditions which had prevailed in “hina for so many years. It was agreed tha 
that transfer of property at the present time could easily be misunderstood; should 
any ‘imperialistic’ stigma attech to eny particuler property, this would pass over to 
the Chinese body now accepting ownership. It might also appear that in present cir- 
cumstances the motivation of transfer was selfish rather then. helpful! In any case, 
the legal processes for such transfer were at present in abeyance. In short, as a 
general principle, trensfer of property from Mission to Church would now be regarded 
as an untimely act. It was suggested that one of the best ways of clarifying the 
situation in many cases would be the drawing up of a contract letting out the property 
at a nominal rental, thus placing responsibility for management end use clearly in 
Chinese hands. 

Later discussion on these matters brought out the following further considera- | 
tions. It is difficult to generalize on the present situetion regarding property and 
taxation, in view of the regional variations which are inherent in the present govern- 
mental system under this new regime. The past practice of most Missions in avoiding, 
for sound reasons, transfer of property to local Yhurches or individual institutions 
will presumably need reconsideration in light of the progressively neavy taxation 
now imposed upon lerge property holdings. There is in generel no evidence of discrimi- 
nation against Christian institutions as such, and it is extremely difficult in pre- 
sent circumstances to appeal against heavy taxation on general grounds, although spe- 
cific cases of grave difficulty may be made the basis for locel appezls for partial 
exemption of taxes. In view of the Yovernment's attitude towards Christian work, it 
seems to many inadvisable to attempt to present any case for special treatment of 
Mission or Church enterprises." 

Since the writing of the above memorandum, a further discussion of considerable 
length has taken place at a meeting of our Christian Consultative Council. Here is 
the minute I took on this: "It wes reported thet the euthorities concerned felt that 
last time they had been too lenient in grenting tax exemptions, end thet the prospecrs 
for relief in this matter were now worse than hitherto. It was generally agreed that 
no good would be accomplished by moint petitioning, and that the Lovernment was unlike- 
ly to give favourable consideretion to any appezl on behalf of Mission or Christian 
institutions as such, It was true thet when Christian schools and hospitals were 
established, no such taxes os are now imposed were intended by the existing Government 
or anticipated by those who set up the institutions, nor were such taxes on philan- 
thropic work levied in other parts cf the world. On the other hand, Chinese philan- 
thropists had also built institutions for the people, and these were taxed. It was 
recognized that as time goes on, little or no privete educational or philanthropic 
work is likely to be permitted, whether Christian or non-Christian. It was pointed 
out that anticipation that service would be unwelcome or unnecessary at e later stege 
was no reason for discontinuing it at present, so long as it proves possible. It was 
difficult to determine whether present issues in this severe taxing were essentially 
economic or political, but probably the former rether then the letter. The real prob- 
lem facing Christian leaders today was the question of how best to use such resources 
as were aveilable in order to make the most effective Christian contribution. There 
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were no adequate precedents to indicate what would happen to property if taxes were 
unpaid; it was probable that before long financial inability would provide such 
precedents; it was pointed out, however, that it would be unfortunate if Christian 
schools, for example, failed to pay taxes while other private schools in a similer 
situation succeeded in paying. There was no indication to date of discrimination 
against Christian institutions as such." 

It should be explained that the last sentence refers to general practice. 
It is to be feared that there has been discrimination in several individual in- 
stances, especially by local authorities. In light of the foregoing considerations, 
it may be surmised that before long the comparatively small number of Christian 
institutions which have as yet been forced to close down for financial reasons will 
begin steadily to increase. It is unlikely that in the prevailing circumstances 
- Mission Boards will be willing to continue the present costs of running many of our 
larger Christian institutions, whether medical or educational, both in view of the 
immense sums required and in view of the fact that so much has to go on meeting 
taxes. On the other hand, it seems unfeasible, if not impossible, for the Chinese 
Church, or the Christian community in general, to undertake the support of such in- 
stitutions. It is very improbable that the Government will be prepared to do any- 
thing to remedy this situation, though it is by no means clear to what extent Govern 
ment authorities would be prepared to run these institutions themselves if and when 
this appears as the only way out of an impossible situation. It may prove possible 
in many cases to devise a way by which the community at large (and not just the 
Christian community) may undertake the support and management of former Christian 
schools and hospitals. This matter will have to be explored. Meanwhile Mission 
Boards and Church authorities will have to decide which are the institutions that 
should be selected for continued support, on the basis of the outstanding quality of 
their contribution, viewed from the Christian standpoint. 


9) Missionaries in China. Within a week or two we hope to have ready a 
mimeographed list of all missionaries now in this country. According to our most 
up-to-date information, the number of missionaries known to be in China totals 1830 
(including, of course, missionary wivest). There can be few missionaries of whom we 
have no record, so the actual total is not likely to be much in excess of this - 
it might be called 1900 approximately. The C.I.M. leads the way with no less than 
700 missionaries (including 132 belonging to Associated Missions). The American 
Methodists come next with 148, and the Northern Presbyterians with 134; of the 
British Societies, the Methodists also lead the way with 72, the London Missionay 
Society following with 54. Of the 64 Mission Boards or organizations listed, more 
than half have less than 10 missionaries now on the field, while only 8 have upwards 
of 50. (It may here be mentioned that we hope by summer to print in final form our 
Revised Directory of the Protestant Christian Movement in China. A "Who's VWiho" of 
Chinese Christian leaders is also in course of preparation, but will not be printed 
for the present.) In all the circumstances, the number of missionaries still in 
China is probably to many rather surprisingly large. The situation regarding entry 
visas for returning or new missionaries, however, remains as it was last January, 
except that the authorities are more strict if possible! Several definite refusals 
instead of answers involving indefinite delay have now been given. One Mission 
treasurer and his wife have just succeeded in returning direct to North China, but 
this phenomenon seems the proverbial exception. No "evangelistic" missionaries, in 
the narrower sense, have been granted permits. It is often very difficult to get an 
exit visa, but impossible to get an extrance visa, save for a very small number of 
technically qualified personnel deemed useful to the new regime. A very large 
number of missionaries still here are due for furlough within the next year or two. 
The practical implications of the rapid decrease which is to be anticipated in the 
number of missionaries is a matter now being studied here on the field, as well as 
no doubt also at home. Most significant of all, we understand that Premier Chou 
En-lai plainly told the Christian Deputation that it is the Government's policy to 
allow missionaries to remain only so long as their passports remain valid, and that 
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they will not be permitted to return! In other words, their presence is at pre- 
sent ‘tolerated in the belief and intention that time will before long remove their 
unwanted presence. It seems to have been suggested that perhaps after a period of 
years a2 few might be especially invited back, but this should not be made the 
ground of too great hopest (I am sure thet by now you are eager, as we are, to 
have the fuller official report which will be later forthcoming!) 

Last March a meeting was held under the auspices of the Christian Con- 
sultative Council for nearly forty missionaries who were then scheduled to leave 
China by the s.s. "General Gordon" (the story of the protracted and finally un- 
successful negotiations in this connection is stale by now; our friends actually 
left via Tientsin, some of them ahead of, and some of them on, the "General Gordon" 
on its next trip to the East). Ali five speakers united in stressing the need for 
helping the outside world to maintain a discerning and sympathetic attitude to- 
wards the many intensely difficult problems confronting the Christian Church in 
China. Dr. T. ¥. Hu, of the C.L.S., declared that "the Chinese Christian Church 
will never forget the ecumenical ideal." Bishop Y. Y. Tsu spoke of the fight which 


_ the Church would make for the widest interpretation by the Central People's Govern- 


ment of the religious freedom guaranteed in the adopted "Common Platform". Dr. J. 
Usang Ly solicited sympathetic understanding of the triangular pull on the loyal- 
ties of Chinese Christians today - the claims they meet as individuals, as 
citizens, and as adherents of a religious faith. Dr. Y. C. Tu asserted "Great 
forces have been relecsed - forces which will create huge potentialities as well 
as difficulties. There is something big here - something which the World would do 
well to watch with both interest and patience." We trust that our friends, now at 
home, are fulfilling these responsibilities of building and keeping open bridges 


of understanding. 


10) Finances from abroad. It now appears quite certain that the contri- 
butions in terms of missionary personnel which Societies abroad will henceforward 
be able to make to the Church in China will be rapidly and decisively limited, 
though so long as it continues its importance will not be diminished by this fact. 
Several wise things have already been written both at home and on the field with 
regard to the nature of this personnel contribution today. One of its important 
facets is the affording of visible evidence of the ecumenical nature of the Church- 
an important function equally performed by members of the Younger Churches resident 
in the West. Another vitally important way through which the Church in China can 
be helped is, of course, the aforementioned promotion of sympathetic and prayerful 
understanding of the developing situation in which the Church here is placed. The 
third way, financial support, also remains open for the present. It is remarkable 
that to date no hindrance whatsoever has been placed in the way of receipt of funds 
from Churches’ abroad ~- contrary to the earlier fears which were rightly entertained. 
As suggested at length in my last Newsletter, the task of becoming fully self-sup- 


‘porting lies ahead of the Chinese Church es e tremendous struggle. The Church here 


is very eager to become self-supporting, although as then stated, the real battle 
has already begun. The NCC itself, in adopting the principle that each department 
should raise a minimum of 10% of its budget in China, has made a realistic begin-. 
ning. Although the percentage is not high, the amount of money thus accepted as 
the goal is, in terms of Chinese currency, very considerable. To attempt more at 
this stage would probably defeat its own purpose. The Chinese Church, at any rate 
in the foreseeable future, will never be able to undertake the raising of all the 
financial resources hitherto provided by the Churches abroad. Undoubtedly it will 
have to raise more and more itself, and this task must be viewed against the 
economic struggle which is facing the nation as a whole - the Church will not be 
able to depend upon large donations from a few rich people. On the other hand, it 
will probably in time become necessary for financial reasons to close down much of 
oe institutional work started and maintained by the Missions, and also in many 
ways to modify the patterns of Christian Churches and organizations. This fact 
need not be deplored, especially as - apart from these financial reasons altogether 
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these institutions would anyway eventually be subsumed under the control of the 
omnicompetent State. The NCC itself will no doubt have to reduce its staff, and 
therefore change its whole approach to its task. This difficult process will 

have to be carried through step by step, and obviously initiation should lie with 
the Chinese Church itself. For this reason,we are tremendously grateful for the 
line taken by F.M.C. in resolving "to reccommend to the several member Boards of the 
China Committee of the F.M.C. that they continue to provide maximum support to the 
NCC of China, in so far as such support is desired by that body." The decreasing 
number of missionaries will inevitably affect in various ways the missionary giving 
of the Churches abroad. The fact that Mission Boards will have a smaller and 
smaller expenditure for missionaries on the field and for travel to and from China, 
will anyway greatly reduce their financial burden. It is therefore much to be 
hoped that all other grants which assist the Christian Movement in Chins will be 
continued to the extent, and for as long as, the Chinese Church requests such help. 
It would be a terrible mistake for the older Churches to give the impression that 
although they have been so vitally concerned with the missionary enterprise, they 
have comparatively little interest or willingness to contribute to the Chinese 
Church as such. This would play right into the hands of those who accuse the 
Christian Movement of being the tool of imperialistic designs. "There you are," 
such people would say, "this just proves our contention that America and Britain 
maintain their missionaries in China with the ulterior motives of at least cultural 
aggression. If they were really concerned with the Chinese Church and the Chinese 
people, they would be glad to continue their help, where help is needed, whether 
foreign missionaries were here or not." Then as regards fellow-—Christians within 
the Church, one of the greatest services which in these present days the older 
Churches can render to the younger Churches is the manifestation of true confidence 
and fellowship in Christ — the spiritual implications of continued support, even 
though there be no supervision, let alone control, of the use of funds from abroad, 
are of much greater importance than even the material factors. The time may come 
all too soon when the Church in China will find itself unable, or feel itself un- 
willing, to accept further financial help from America or Britain. There are strong 
political pressures operating to this end already. (This statement has been more 
than confirmed by what I have since so far heard of the conversations with the 
Premier. I gather that while Mr. Chou showed himself sympathetic with the need 
for gradual cutting down of funds from abroad, he urged that complete independence 
of foreign support be accomplished within a few years.) 

Some of the issues involved may be illustrated with particular reference 
to funds for relief purposes. It is no wonder that the motives of offers of funds 
or goods from abroad for famine relief, or other disaster relief, should be regard- 
ec with suspicion, in view of the frank statements made by certain leading politi- 
cians which clearly indicate that in their minds relief is a weapon against Conm- 
munism. In the context of such public statements, how could people possibly expect 
the present Government of China to welcome relief administered, or even publicly 
supervised by officials of nations whose attitude is known to be "unfriendly"? 
China, moreover, is very properly learning to stand upon its own dignity in such 
matters, in a way which Western nations take as a metter of course for themselves. 
A Chinese People's Relief Commission has recently been set up under the leadership 
of the Central Government "to unite and lead all organizations and individuals en- 
gaged in Relief and Welfare work throughout the country, and to assist the govern- 
ment in orgenizing the people to promote production and economy, work and mutual 
help." It has further been laid down that "the policy of this Commission in its 
Relief and Welfare work is to mobilize and organize the people to help themselves 
and others; its funds and goods shall be derived from the government and from the 
people's contributions; it shall combine these resources. At the same time it 
should accept genuine friendly help from international friends. Chinese Relief 
organizations receiving foreign relief funds and goods must receive prior sanction 
from this Commission, and such funds and goods must be used as part of the overall 
plan of the Commission." It is perfectly clear that relief and welfare work, 
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along with education and all social services, are to come step by step under the 
complete direction and control of the Government. The part played by voluntary 
agencies, in so far as permitted at all, will have to fit into the total pattern. 
This, however, must in no wise be taken to mean what would have been understood 
under the former regime; relief and welfare measures will be prosecuted with sincer- 
ity, with energy, and without corruption. In so far as foreign friends are pre- 
‘pared to cooperate on this basis, relief funds will be welcome. Needs are real 
enough, although they have no doubt sometimes been magnified abroad for propaganda 
purposes. Present difficulties are inevitable, arising as they do as much from the 
past as the present; famines, floods and epidemics have been of perennial recurrence 
in China's history. It is quite unfair to regard the fact of vast relief needs as 
an indictment in itself of the present regime. It will be some years before judg- 
ment on this score can rightly be made, although this inevitable test will come. _ 


11) True Ecumenicity. One of the truly encouraging things today is the 
obviously deep desire on the part of Christian Church leaders to maintain in all 
wise and possible ways the ecumenical nature of the Church. In this connection 
we would report that widespread distribution was made of the Statement on World 
Peace issued by the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, and 
similar publicity is now being given to the Whitsun message also sent out by W.C.C. 
Dr. T. C. Chao, although ill in bed, translated this message into Chinese the 
same day as he received our request for this. The findings of the Eastern Asia 
Christian Conference at Bangkok are of great value and importance, but it is signi- 
ficant to report that we have felt unable to give them widespread publicity in 
China as they stand. lWihen it comes, however, to participation in ecumenical gather- 
ings, there are tremendous difficulties for Chinese Christian leaders today, and it 
may be anticipated that these will increase in the future rather than decrease. For 
one thing, the obtaining of necessary travel permits under present circumstances 
presents very great, if not insoluble, problems. It might seem that for the time 
this difficulty could be overcome by the appointment of Chinese Christian leaders who 
are already abroad (or at least in Reon 9 This is not, however, the case. It 
is rightly felt that it has already become impossible for anyone who left China 
before Liberation to be able accurately or adequately to represent the Church in 
Chine as it is today; even were that not the case, it would still be felt extreme- 
ly unwise for the churches to be officially represented abroad by anyone who would 
ipso facto be regarded by at least a certain amount of suspicion by the government 
here. A yet deeper problem appears when we realize that the "“ecumenicity" which 
we take for granted is itself suspect. It is of course very enlightening to live 
this side of that sad dividing line which runs across the world today. It was at 
first a strange experience to see the epithet "war-mongering" applied to Govern- 
ments of whose peaceful intentions one was so fully assured, or to realize the 
Sincerity, the passionate sincerity, with which ordinary citizens and intellectual 
leaders alike give their support to "Peace Movements" being promoted with the 
threat of the Western world in mind. In time one begins to see deeper into the 
tragedy of the whole situation than the view of it presented by one's inevitible and 
instinctive prejudices. Thus one gradually comes to realize the genuine reasons 
for suspicion of the whole Ecumenical Movement, as it at present exists, as being 
a Western-dominated Movement - which, for those who think always in political terms, 
at once gives rise to certain implications thet have more truth in them than those 
of us who are less ideologically conscious are likely to realize. It is, of course, 
always what one takes for granted which is far more important than one's deliberate 
assertions; that is why it is such a salutary experience to have these hidden 
assumptions seriously challenged. Sincerity is not enough! I, for one, am pro- 
foundly grateful that at least Prof. Joseph Hromadka was one of the speakers at 
Amsterdam. It is the glory of the Christian Church that in such circumstances he 
could be given a sympathetic hearing. But from this side he appeared a lone voice. 
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What a tragedy it was that the Russian Orthodox Church failed to be represented, 
The Ecumenical Movement’is surely God's word to our generation. Yet that word 
will never be heard clearly this side of the line dividing East and West, unless 
our attempted Ecumenicity can grow into an actual Ecumenicity, more true in fact 
as well as in principle to the meaning of that word. For this reason it seems to 
me that the part played in present circumstances by the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
end by other Churches in their relations to it, is of greater importance than the 
position taken by the Roman Catholic Church. It may not be too late yet to 
strengthen our ties with the former, and we should indeed be thankful that the 
Anglican Church is in communion with the Eastern Orthodox Church. May God grant e 
special outpouring of His Spirit upon the Eastern Church, enlightening the minds 
and moving the hearts of its leaders to seek from their side that courageous ex- 
pression of our unity in Christ, which alone can reveal to the world Who he is. 
Viewed from China, there thus appears nothing more important in the world today 
than the taking of every step possible, while there is yet time, for the bridging 
by the Churches, om Christian principles and for Christian reasons alone, of the 
ever deepening political chasm which threatens human existence itself. 


Rowland mM. Cross 


Secretary 
China Committee 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A, China-90 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE CONFIDENTIAL June 19, 1950 


REPORT ON THE CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS WITH 
PREMIER CHOU EN LAT IN PEXING 
May 1950 


Digest of Letter to "All Christian Leaders in China, from some Christian Leaders who 
met with Government representatives in Peking, May 2, 6, and 13, 1950." 


I. Mr. Wu Yao-tsung, YMCA Editorial Secretary; Miss Teng Yui-tsz, General Secretary. 
YWCA; Mr. Ts'ui Hsien-hsiang (7), General Pecretary, Church of Christ in China; Mr. 
Ai Nien-san, a Lutheran Christian, met on the dates mentioned above, together with 
Premier Chou En Lai am others from Peking and Tientsin. There were from thirty to 
forty in the group, some Officials and some Christian Leaders. 


II. Considerations. How shall the Church go forwerd? 
a) The Church must support the "Kung T'ung Keng Ling," the "New Agreement 


Basic Principles " promulgated last year. 
b) The Church must accept the leadership of the Government. 
c) The Church must work together harmoniously with the Government. 
In all this, the Church must struggle for independence, democracy, peace, the unifi- 
cation and prosperity of China. 


III. Basic Methods. (Most important) 


A. 

a) The Christian Church must use her utmost strength to eradicate completely 
6ll imperialism. (erase all imperialistic thoughts.) 

b) It mst use effective education and propaganda methods to give the 
Christians a clear understanding of the part played by the imperialism 
of America, using the Church to cloak these nefarious imperialistic 
methods. 

c) Use the Christian Three-Self Principles: Self Government, Self Support, and 
Self Propagation, thus attaining their goal of Revival. 

d) Avoid the old feudal system, and all capitalistic practices. 

e) Practice self-criticism and act in accordance with this criticism. 

f) Educate all Christians to know these things clearly and to support 
enthusiastically the land—division. 


B. Practical Methods. 
a) As a principle, use no foreign personnel. And on this point, consult with 


the officials. | 

b) As a principle, use no foreign funds. On this point Church leaders should 
consult with the officials. 

¢) Church activities should be confined to their routine work, such as sche- 
duled services amd meetings, the selecting end training suitable leaders, 
and the improving of the work. In addition to this, there is the important 
work of opposing the feudal system, capitelism, etc., and pushing forward 
such work és education of the masses, labor, good literature, music, under- 
stand the present time, Medical Social Service, cere and raising of infants. 

ad) A question wes asked by the Fan Wen T'an as to what should be done when any 
Church property is used by force. The answer was that the Christian group 
involved should report this to the local officials, and that they would 


consider it. 


Extract from the covering letter. 


Christian activities in the Church should be confined to routine matters, as 
Sunday Services, Prayer-meetings, Church-schools, Bible-classes, Vestry (or Church) 
meetings. Beyond these, all other activities must (or should?) cease (?) during the 
period of the Land-division. 


A MANIFESTO ON 
THE DIRECTION OF THE WORK OF CHINESE CHRISTIANITY FROM NOW ON 


IN GENERAL: ' Chinese Christianity is thoroughly in favor of the joint principles pro- 
mulgeted by the People's Political Conference of last year; accepts the guidance of 
the government; and cooperates fuliy with the government in the struggle for Chinese 
independence, democracy, peace, unity, and prosperity. 


FUNDAMENTAL POLICIES: 


1) The Christian religion should make the utmost effort to eliminate the strength 
and influence of impericlism in the Church; should use effective educational means 
end propagende to make the people in the Church see clearly how Christianity in 
the past was allied with imperialism end whet crimes were committed in China by 
the same. The Church should be on guard against imperialism, especially the 
American type which utilizes reiigion to nurture reactionary forces and plots. 
The Church also should join the peace movement. Besides anti-imperialism, the 
Church should be opposed to feudalism and capitalism and educate her members so 
that they support whole-heartedly the Government policy of land reforn. 

2) The Christian Church should use effective meens to cultivate the spirit of 
patriotism ana democrecy, self-respect, and self-confidence among her members. 
Within the shortest time she should be self-governing, self-supporting, and self- 
propagating. At the same time she should prectice self-criticism, end in «ll her 
work there should be a re-examination, simplification, and frugality so that a 
reformed Christianity will be produced. 


PRACTICAL WAYS: 


1) In principle Christian bodies should not employ foreigners. How to carry it out 

is by consultation with the government. 

2) In principle Christian bodies should not accept foreign financial cid. To carry 

this out they have to consult with the government. 

3) In religious work the Churches should emphasize henceforth a deeper understa nding 
of the essence of Christianity, a greater fellowship among themselves, the train- 
“Sing of leaders, amd the reform of Church government. In other phases of work the 

Churches should emphasize anti-feudalism, cnti-imperizulism, end anti-capitalisnm. 
They should promote production, social games, literacy, politiccel education, medi- : 
cal and heclth work, child welfure, etc. 

4) Local problems of the Churches. When Churches ere occupied they should report 

to the locel and Yentral Government for decision by the YVovernment. 

5) During the period of lend reform Church activities should be temporerily suspended, 

except the routine work of Sunday services, prayer meetings, Sundey Schools, Bible 
classes, em vestry meetings. 


(Drafted by Bishop Kiang, Dr. T. C. Sheo, Y. T. Wu, Cora Deng, Y. C. Tu, H. H. Tsui, 
L. M. Liu, N. S. Ai, to be signed by others 1m to be published in Chinese newspapers 


in June.) 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N. A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. CHINA-91 
For Eastern Joint Office 


CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 


We have received, through Dr. Ruland, the minutes of the Committee on 
Christian Service in Industrial Relations for January 27, February 23, and March 16, 
and the report of the Conference on East China Christian Commmity Centers, prepared 
by Henry D. Jones and dated April 25. The work of the Committee on Christian Service 
in Industrial Relations is an important new development, and the China Committee has 
budgeted US$5,250 for it for the year 1951. Excerpts from these minutes will show 
the many opportunities for service which the Committee has found and the important 
program for meeting these needs in the cities of China in the new day. 
Excerpts from the minutes follow: 


The Chengtu Industrial Committce has secured the cooperation of Christian 
Hospitals in the care of laborers. Labor nurseries have been established. 
University students used vacations last yeer to do labor education work. It is hoped 
that similar committees can be organized in local churches throughout the country. 


At the request of many local churches the 1949 poster was changed by omit- 
ting the date and inserting the words "Come ye, all who are heavily laden", and 
10,000 were reprinted. Of these, at the latest report 9,000 had been distributed. 
The Bible House has used the same Scripture on the backs of gospel portions, of which 
750,000 have been issued. In the Christmas number of "Preachers' Magazine" the 
Industrial Committee had advertised ea Christmas Labor Service, announcing that per- 
sons working in shops or factories who would use the poster would be given any number 
of gospel portions, and requests had kept coming in from all parts of China. « 


A series of leaflets titled "Labor and Medical Care" is planned, in an 
effort to en¢ourage laborers to consult doctors for preventive treatment. ... 
Due to the planning of the industrial cheplain in a Kunming factory every Christian 
there wears 4 Christian pin, co that others wishing to inquire about Christianity may 
consult a fellow worker. ..... The Executive Committee of the NCC is considering plans 
to encourage churches to undertake productive work in order to become self-supporting. 
seeese The sub-committee on "Tracts" has two tracts in the press--"Laotze"” and "The 
Weaver Girl"--calculated to break down the superstition of workers in different 


. trades who believe in their patron gods. 


A wood-cut story of the life of Jesus has been prepared for slightly lit- 
erate readers and is now in the press of a commercial publisher who is in good posi- 
tion to reach the desired class. ..... A book of "Songs for Workers" including songs 
for various occasions has been prepared. .... Labor Sunday will be observed on the 
last Sunday in April unless May 1 falls on Sunday; programs and liturgies are in 
preparation. ..... Inasmuch as foreigners are unable to trave!, plens are being for- 
mulated for appointing labor secretaries for industrial evangelism--to visit facto- 
ries, union halls, and make contact for the unions with Christian hospitals. 


The China Bookman gives a page to the publications of the Committee on 
Christian Service in Industrial Relations; Religious News fervice carries news of the 
Committee's publications; a liberal news weekly, of New York, gave a full page of its 
Christmas issue to the poem Jesus Christ." This poem has also been translated into 
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CONFERENCE 
EAST CHINA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CENTERS 


| Our host-house was the new Neighborhood Center of the University of 
Shanghai, a lovely new building combining the beauty of Chinese architecture with the 
untility of western planning. It is located in ea smell village near the university 
campus, in the midst of fertile fields producing three crops of vegetables a year for 
the big city market. On the nearby horizon could be seen the smokestacks of the big 
factories of the Yangtsepoo districts. Here farmers, workers and students work to- 
gether in building & community life. The director of this fine Center is Frank Lee, 
graduate of the University of Shanghai, with his Master's degree from New York School 
of Social Work. He combines toaching at the University with field work supervision 
of his students at the Neighborhood Center. Mrs. Lee is a social worker on the staff 


of one of the nearby factories. 


A number of Christian Community Centers of East China have recently appoint- 
ed new young directors. They felt that they nceded to know more about one another 
and one another's progrem, so the idea grew that we ought to have a Conference for 
the workers in all of our Christian community houses in this area. They built an anm- 
bitious program, four days..from 8 a. m. till 9 p. m. There were lectures and lively 
discussions on such topics es "The Tasks of Christianity in the Now Era" and "The Gov- 
ernment, Religion and Social Welfare." sAfter every lecture, discussion groups ana- 
lyzed and thrashed out the propositions placed by the speakers, who were expected to 
«+ answer questions. ...Practical program administration wes learned from each other 
in typical reports on program given by staff members from practically all the Centers. 
Demonstration sessions were held in the evenings on programs which had been particu- 
larly successful. "The Community Centers must re-think their position and program. 
First, we have been too busy with the people who have not been working--the unemployed, 
the little children; therefore, we have feiled to know and understand the needs of 
the working men and women. Second, we have been too busy with child welfare feeding 
and relief programs and not on productive progrems that helped the people to help 
themselves. Therefore we heve been too involved in the thinking of indigent people 
end not thinking with the healthy end self-supporting, productive workers. We need 
to involve ourselves in this new day with the lerge, working’ groups; such as labor 
unions, guilds, etc.” wes the gist of one discussion group's thinking. 


Pastors came to the Conference--Methodists, Episcopelians, Baptists, and 
the Church of Christ in China. Staff from fine institutional churches like the one 
in Huchow, and Moore Memorial Church, Shanghai. Representatives from the Christian 
Cooperative Experimental Farm at Shihchachow, the Rural Service Center of Ginling 
College and the Free Christian Vocational School of Shanghai. Representatives from 
some of the smaller branches of the YM and YWCA attended. One graduate student of 
social work at the University of Nenking represented University Settlement of that 
city; she brought her third child, a daughter of two months, because she could not 
leave her at home. A speaker, a woman with a Master's degree from the University of 
Chicago School of Social Service Administration, also brought along her daughter. 
Because pastors' wives are in reality the directors of program in institutional 
churches, they ceme with their husbands. ...Most of the group hed never met each 
other before, and as most Community Centers are in isolated, difficult places, these 
workers felt that they had no very important part in the life and work of the Christi- 
an church in China today. ...At first they were strangers to one anothers..and though 
friendly, a bit reserved. But as they learned to know that they were all facing com- 
mon problems and their Christian faith put each of them to the test today, and yet 
their mission in life impelled them to go forward, their Christian fellowship grew. 

It was a rich experience to feel the close-knit fellowship that developed in the 


closing days. 


What is the program of the Christian Comnunity Center in China to be? 
.-The Community Center movement in China hes been a late development--lete in rele- 
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tion to the Community Certers in other parts of the world as well as lete in the his- 
tory of the Christian Clurch in China. So no Commmity Center here had beginnings 
Similar to Toynbee Hall, London, or Hull House, Chicago. They were established as 
full-grown institutions with budgets and professional staff, and in this day in which 
the Church in China is struggling to become entirely self-supported it looked dark 
for these Center workers who depended on budgets from iccal churches and missions. 

It was important, therefore, that they realize the beginnings of the settlement move- 
ment. Neither Toynbee Hall nor Hull House had a budget in the beginning. It was 
emphasized that the Christian Community Center can be entirely self-supporting. 

The workers need to re-study their centers, work, and relationships to the commmnity. 


With the change of Government has come a new spirit in the life of commni- 
ties in China. ... It is no longer left to the Government or to some foreign agency 
to come in and solve a problem. The spirit of "We must solve it ourselves" has 
arisen. What a great opportunity Commnity Center workers have to help as profes- 
sional, trained people, in the solving of many, many community problems. 


-++ The churches have too often been empty six cays & week. .a,. ...The Cen- 
ters have been free to experiment with all kinds of educational, social, recreational 
and religious programs. They must now share their experience wih the chmrch and 
show it how it can be of seven-days-a-week service to the whole community. As such 
the church in China can not only live but grow, because of its positive contribution. 


A letter says, "Let me tell you what this meeting has done to us: 


"As soon as we got back from Shanghai we started to pian for a nursery, cooperat- 
ing with Democratic Women's League in our district. I talked this project over with 
Mr. Keh, Chairman of our Board, first. When he agreed with my suggestions, I went 
to see some of the key leaders in the League. .... I told them that when the nursery 
is started, we can also work together for the sewing project which will also do much 
good to those housewives. They handed immediately our suggestion to their regular 
meeting and it was passed very swiftly. Last night we had a preparatory meeting 
and thought together those practical problems. I found that when we start to work 
with local community groups, the work seems to be much lighter and easier. 

We have gone so far up to this time. But I can see that we will have happy and 


smooth cooperation later. 


: "Mr. Lo has also made the suggestion that we are going to cooperate with the 
Teachers' League to form a teachers’ club in our place. This seems to be a very 
sound project too. I will go with him tomorrow or the day after to meet some of the 


key leaders of this League. 


"Somehow, I feel that we have regained our strength from the Conference and are 
Willing to go on our works not only by ourselves but eiso together with many other 


people." 
/s/ Henry D. Jones 


Rowland Me Cross 
Secretary of China Committee 


~~ 


Foreign Missions Conference of China-92 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Fer Eastern Joint Office STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
CHINA COMMITTEE June 20, 1950 
Comments on the Menifesto 
"On the Direction of the Work of Chinese Christianity from now On" 


Writing from Shanghei, under dete of June 9, a reliable American authority stetes in 
connection with sending e copy of the trensletion of the Manifesto: 


"I do not yet feel free to meke too full comment on subsequent events. Several 
conferences of Christian leaders have been held this past week, in which church 
leaders have indicated their reluctence to subscribe to such e statement as coming 
from the churches. Considerable revision hes been suggested, but since this document 
as it stends has been approved by the Premier, Dr. Y. T. Wu has returned to Peking to 
consult with him regarding the possibility of further revisions. Since it hes offi- 
ciél approval, however, some think that it will be difficult to make any importent 
changes. I will still say thet this document should be considered on e confi ential 
basis until such time as it, or some modified form of it, is published. 


"We are told thet this will be done and also that an epproved public stetement 
will be issued of the discussions in the near future." . 


Additionel notes on the Menifesto: 


"I eam able et this time to report a little more fully on the recent conferences 
in Peking. I have been waiting for fuller information end the report of the visiting 
team. Almost 20 representatives from Christian work spent 13 hours in all with 
Premier Chou En-lei and representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, the 
Interior end the United Front end also of the Youth group end one or two government 
newspapers. 


"In these interviews, the Christian group was well-impressed by Premier Chou's 
attitude and understending of the Christien church and its problems. He made it clear 
that the government was not opposed to religion but scid that it had been used by im- 
periclism. Christianity has made e contribution in Chine in the past and will also 
in the future. Among the one million Christiens in Uhina, progressives cre few and 
reactionaries are elso few. But Premier Chou expressed the hope thet all Christi:ns 
would cooperete with the government. He indicated that some missioncries are good 
end some are bed, but it is difficult to differentiate them. They neturally are 
sympathetic toward their own governments and their policies. The missionéries need 
not all leave at once, but if they wish to leave soon, the government will not urge 
them to stay. When their passports expire, 411 of them should go. When the church 
hes been cleensed of imperialistic connections and becomes truly independent, some 
missioneries, such as teachers, may come beck, but evangelists are not considered 
necessery. Only those missionaries would be welcome to return who ere true friends 
of China, end in each cese, specific approvel of the government for the individual 
must be secured. The implication seems to be thet none would be expected to return 
for a long period. Deteiled reports of the ectivities of missionzries sre in the 
hands of the government. 


"Regerding finances, foreign subsidies should stop, but Premier Chou realizes 
that this cannot be done immediately or much good work would heve to stop (Yenching 
University wes cited as en exemple). If subsidies continue, their sources and use 


should be reported to the government, and such financiel essistance should be on a 


a 
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decrecsing scale until the church is fully self-supporting. Where there are several 
churches in one city, it wes suggested thet it would be better for them to combine 
in one church building, and rent or locn the other church buildings to the government 
because. of the government's difficulties at this time. 


"The contribution em services of Vhristian universities and hospitcls in the 
past were acknowledged. If the funds necessery for their support ceases to come from 
abroad, the government would not let them close but would be prepared to take them 
over. The difficulties which the churches ere facing lie lzrgely from their in- 
volvement with Western imperislism, snd the church must make « clear renunciation 6f 
this. All who have reported on the meeting have spoken of the good impression of 
Premier Chou's rensonebleness mede upon them, especially «s contrasted with the 
desire of some other government representztives for much more drastic action. A full 
report is being prepared upon these interviews which, efter epprovel by Premier Chou, 


will be made public." 


We shell weit with interest <nd deep concern final reports of thet conference end 
government end church ection following it. 


\ 

Rowlend M. Cross 
Secretery 

Chine Committee 
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Foreign Missions Conference of N.A. China-95 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Far Eastern Joint Office 
CHINA COMMITTEE | October 13, 1950 


Letter regarding CHRISTIAN FARMER end CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS 


Tunghsien, Hopei, China 
Dear Dr. Cross and others interested in the Christien Permer: 


At e recent meeting of the combined Executive and Literature Dep:rtment Com- 
mittees of the NCCRSU, certain ections were taken with regard to the Christian Fc rmer. 
Below follows a trensletion of the votes taken: 


1. Voted, to get in touch with the Council of Christisn Publishers and the 
i Foreign Missions Conference and explein to them the importent nature of 
hendling properly the closing of the Christian Fermer. 


2. Voted, to request the above two organizations to continue to support the 
work of the Litereture Depsrtment of the NCCRSU. 


3. Voted, to communicate with the above orgenizations in the form of a letter 
to be drefted by H. W. Hubbard, Sherwood Yeng, and Warren Chang, the dreft 
to be submitted for inspection to the members of this group before sending. 


4. Voted, thet with the consent of the above two organizations we tceke the 
following steps in regard to the paper: 


&. The entire stcff end labor of the peper shell be paid off. 

b. The subscription list of the Christian Farmer shall be sent the 
"Christian Service News" to fill out their subscriptions (no sub- 
scriptions to be refunded). ; 

c. Mrs. H. Y. Cheng (widow of the decensed editor) shall be requested to 
turn over the deeds of the property of the Christian Farmer cnd all 
other important documents relating to it. 

ad. After Mrs. H. Y¥. Cheng hes turned over the property em documents, the 
allowance for the family and education of the children may be granted, 
according to the former vote. 


You cre doubtless acgqueinted with the general situation as reg«rded the 
Christian Farmer at the time of the untimely death of the editor on January 28. Imme- 
_ diately after the decth of Dr. Cheng, the Executive Committee met cnd voted in sympzthy 

with Mrs. Cheng thet she should be permitted to continue to live on the present 
premises of the paper for a period not to exceed one year end that the Litercture 
Department Committee, from funds in hand, give a total not to exceed US$500 for the 
expenses of the femily, especially for the doughter's educetion. Dr. J. F. Li, Cheir- 
men of the Board of Directors of the NCCRSU, was requested and generously agreed to 
act as head of the Literature Department until a permanent head could be secured. Dr. 
Li got in touch with the Boerd of Publications and prepared the manuscript of the next 
issue of the peper. After seme delzys, he was notified by the Board of Publications 
that Mrs. Cheng had returned the registration pepers, esking for their cancelletion, 

= _ Which had been done. A strong letter of protest was sent to the Boerd of Publications 
on account of this cancellation, which wes felt to be illegal, but no formel reply hcs 
been made and, to date, the registration hcs not been renewed. 


> 
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There hive been c number of informal moves mde by interested perties, espe- 
cizlly by friends of the former editor, suggesting that it might be possible to 
re-register under certain conditions which would preserve his policies. The position 
of the NCCRSU is very simple: Unless this Union is free to select the major staff of 
the paper and insure that it be conducted along basically Christian lines, as embodied 
in the five principles adopted, this Union does not wish to be responsible for the 
paper. It is now our considered opinion that the unfortunate events of the past year 
have aroused such prejudice that 4 re-registration of the paper in Peking is inad- 
visable. 


While regretfully recommending the closing of the Christian Farmer, we would 
like to submit an alternate proposition to the groups that have been supporting it and 
are interested in a Christian periodical for rural Christians and their friends. For 
several months, the Literature Department of the NCCRSU has been experimenting with a 
of newsletter, which in English might be called the "Christian Service News." The 
Editor is our former Acting General Secretary, Mr. Warren Chang, who is a journalist 
by profession and, needless to say, an earnest Christian. The paper is frankly for 
rural Christians and always contains religious mterial, with news from the rural 
churches. At the same time it includes agricultural, health, home life, and recrea- 
tion. The editor spends the mejor part of his time with the rest of the NCCRSU staff 
in Tunghsien and thus keeps up a vital connection with the Union which the Christian 
Farmer never had, together with 2 rural atmosphere which is essential to 4 paper int 
intended for rural people, which can hardly be created in a metropolis. The size of 
the paper is ten pages of almost typewriter paper size and the amount of material is 
roughly the same as that formerly covered bv the Christian Fermer. One copy of this 
new paper costs about three cents American noney, whereas we are told that one copy 
of the Christian Farmer cost eleven cents. But the rapidly increasing demands for 
it will compel us to add to the staff. The last issue was 1,000 copies and the next 
will be 1,500. This is not to consider such appeals as we hed last week from a 
Christian leader in Central Hopei, who wants us to send the peper to 1,000 Christians 
who can hardly be reached otherwise. We feel the importance of helping these iso- 
lated Christians throughout the country, now frequently without pestoral care, but 
even the answering of the letters from our readers in several provinces has become 
quite a problem. No registration is required for such a news sheet which is sent out 
free. We must go without subscription fees, but these amounted to only about ten 
cents a year in the case of the Christian Farmer, per subscription. More important is 
the considerably higher postage rates charged for non-registered papers. 


We trust you have looked ct the copy we have been sending you. We would appre- 
ciate any comments, critical or favorable. Here is a bit of lively unsolicited praise 
from one good friend of the NCCRSU: 


"It (the Christian Service News) is attractively readeble, partly because of its 
brevity, its informel and lighthearted vcriety of type style, captions end 
friendly personal references. It is folksy! It is fresh am up to the minute 
in idiom cnd popular emphesis. It is so frenkly by and for wermhearted Chris-— 
tians, 211 out in the open to pull end push (not belk)." 


This is the paper we would request you to give a year's triel with the funds 
formerly going to the Christian Farmer. In any case, according to Vote 4, b, the 
Christian Service News should be sent to the subscription list of the Christian Farmer 
to complete the period of their subscriptions. Thus fer, the Christien Service News 
has been financed out of the general NCCRSU budget. We request your authorization 
first for the use of a small pert of the Christian Farmer funds for this purpose. 


Next, according to Vote 4,a, the present steff and labor will be peid three 
months' terminal pay, which we trust you approve. We should proceed with this at once. 
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Vote 4,d, involves e« payment of not more then $500, of which we understand 
you heave already expressed your <pproval. 


Fincelly, we enclose the budget of the Litereture Department for 1951, based on 
teking over the subscribers of the Christian Fermer, now numbering about 4,000 and 
building up the list to 10,000, which we believe will not be difficult. This we con- 
sider of very greet importance. Seconderily, we wish to continue our set of rurel 
pemphlets which are in great demand, both within and without church circles. These 


correspond roughly to the leaflets and bulletins put out by egricultural and home 


economic colleges in other countries, especially for extension purposes. We feel 
also a great need for pictures end posters of all kinds, of which there is « grect 
dearth in rural areas. We request thet the friends of the Christien Farmer support 
this progrem, et least for e trial yeer, with all the love they can muster for China's 
rural folk, while we demonstrate whet can be accomplished by the program we propose. 


You doubtless recall that the Christian Farmer purchased in 1948 a piece of 
property for something over US$4,000. This was purchssed without consulting with the 
NCCRSU, which is ean exemple of how much we knew about mtters connected with that{ 
peper. ‘The disposition of this property is one of the problems which will require 
delicate handling. We will keep you informed zs to developments. 


It is with deep regret that we feel compelled to recommend the discontinusztion 
of the Christian Farmer, which we had a large share in creating and which has had a 
long and comparatively honorable record in representing the Christicn Movement in 
rurel China. We believe that you will understend that we are doing our utmost to con- 
serve the originel purposes and values of thet peper and to accomplish, we hope even 
more effectively, what the Christicn friends of the paper heave always hoped to bring 
about by their prayers and their gifts. We will await your replies to our questions 
in eager hope and will welcome any instructions or suggestions you cun give us on 
these questions. If you can compress your reply into telegraphic form, it would save 
time if you could send it to FERNSTALK PEKING. 


Feithfully yours, 

Sherwood Yang, General Secretary, MOCRSI 
for the Executive and Litereture Vepartment Committees 
PROPOSED BUDGET 1951--LITERATURE DEPARTMENT (Estimated exchange of 30,000:1) 
A. Minimum Budget. Based on issue of 6,000 copies Christizn Service News only. 
Le. Salaries and 540.00 
1 Head Depertment $220; 1 Assistent $200; 1 Servant $120 
2. "Christian Service News" 


Paper, printing, illustrations, binding, envelupes, etc. 3,200.00 
(about 16 pages each copy, 6,000 copies cach issue, 20 issues 
per yecr) 


Postage.... $800--it is hoped thet this smount can be secured 
from local sources. 
3. Office Expenses e*eeeoevpeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeee 500.00 
Stationery $50; Light, fuel, taxes, telephone $200; 
Librery $50; Travel $100; Miscellaneous $100 
4. Minimum contingency fund (to provide agcinst fluctuction, etc.) 500.00 
Totel Miminum Budget US$4,740.00 
B. Additional Desired budget to include other much-needed liter: ture. 
5. Pictures and Posters--religious, agricultural, etc. .. $500 
7. Speciel printing (calendar, etc.) 
Total desired edditionsl budget ....... 1,500.00 
C. Contingent Fund. Exchange, prices, end conditions cre much more 
steble than formerly, but possible emergencies should be provided for 500.00 


} 


There is an item of $3,750 for the work of the Christian Farmer in the budget 
of the Committee on World Literacy cnd Christian Literature for the current yecer. 
For the yeer 1951 there is an item of $6,000. The budget proporced here for the 
Literature Depertment of tle NCCKSU, including the Christian Service News is $6,740, 
an increase of $740. 


I would request the members of the China Committee to vote on the following: 


I epprove of giving a year's trial to the Christian Service News, allocating . 
to the Literature Department of tne NCCRSU the funds formerly intended 
ror the Christian Fermer 


Yes No 


I approve of vote 4 taken by the combined Executive end Literature 


Department Committees of the NCCRSU as follows: 


ae Yes No 

Yes No 

Gc. Yes No 

d. Yes No 
Signed 


Please let us have your reply <t once so we can reply to the NCCRSU. : 


Sincerely yours, 


Rowlend M. Cross 
Secretary 
Chine Committee 


| 
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CHINA COMMITTEE November 28, 1950 


Biennial Report of the Committee on Christian Service in 
Industrial Relations of N.C.C. in China 
1948 - 1950 


The industrial program of the National Christian Council in China was started in 
1922, working in accordance with the principles and spirit of Christianity and aiming 
at the imporvement of the life of Chinese industrial workers. But due to personnel 
and other difficulties, our industrial committee at that time, after having worked 
quite hard to indoctrinate the church to look at the labor with a proper conception 
and to draw up various labor service plans, had to cease functioning for several years. 
The work was not resumed until the fall of 1947, when the Foreign Mission Bodies in 
the United States sent Rev. Henry D. Jones, a veteran labor-service pastor, to join 
the N.C.C. Staff in China so as to give to our industrial program its rebirth. 


The first thing Mr. Jones did upon his arrival was to organize a strong indus- 
trial committee, the members of which were chosen from earnest Chinese layment and 
some pastors arden about industrial evangelism. They met regularly once a month to 
listen to reports of work done during the past month and discuss 1s to what should be 
done in the month to come. There are quite a number of sub-committees under the 
central committee to work together with the secretary in his assignments and respon- 
sibilities which are too burdensome for the secretary to tackle alone. 


In order to understand the situation of the labor movement in this land and in- 
Gustrial and economical conditions, Mr. Jones had gone to visit some of the leading 
———$ndustrial cities in the provinces of Kaingsu, Anhwei, Yunnan, Szechuan and Hopei, 
calling on church leaders and establishing local agencies. As the task of the Cen- 
tral Committee is to plan and to prepare materials to help local churches to reach 
the laboring groups, those local agencies prove to be very effective and indispens- 
able in the distribution of materials, etc. etc. 


Our Committee put special emphasis in appealing to the Christian churches in 
China calling upon them to respect workers, to strive to raise their living and 
cultural standards and to improve their health and general welfare. It was decided 
in 1949 that from thence on every year the Sunday before May lst, the International 
Labor Day, be designated as "Labor Sunday", unless May lst falls on a Sunday. It is 
one of the m@st important tasks of the Committee to prepare materials to help local 
churches throughout the country to observe and celebrate "Labor Sunday". According 
to reports sent in local churches in eighteen provinces, including such remote pro- 
vinces as Tsinghai, Ninghsia, Yunnan and Kweichow, observed April 30th in 1950 as 
Labor Sunday and celebrated in the way suggested in a specially prepared handbook. 
Some of the churches sent in their collection on that day towards the support of our 
project. Some churches declared th.t they had got a new concept toward laborers after 
the celebration of Labor Sunday, and had started productive projects for their church 
members. Some Christian hospitals concluded service contracts with favorable terms 
to workers in factories. Some churches and YM and YW's operated educational classes 
and other activities for workers and their children. 


One of the reasons why Labor Sunday in 1950 could be so widely celebrated is that 
this Committee had done some propaganda work from the beginning of this year till the 
_. end of April. Our Committee had prepared and furnished leading Christian publications 
in China with articles dealing with such topics as "Church and Industry", "Church and 
Economic Life", "Church and Labor", etc. Some of these articles had been reprinted 
in West China and North China. And then for a whole week our Committee launched a 
program with lectures and songs over the Christian Broadcasting Station in Shanghai 
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urging local churches to respect workers and to serve them and win them over to 
Christ. 


Last year our Committee prepared two publications, viz. "Jesus' Struggle” and 
"Tracts for Workers". "Jesus' Struggle" is a book of 24 wood-cut pictures on the 
life of Jesus, with explanation in simple Chinese and Dible quotations to each 
picture. It wesmuch welcomed after its publication. The workers’ night school of 
Ming Fong Paper Co. of Kashing and some of the churches in Shensi, Fukien and 
Kwangtung use it as workers' text-book. "Tracts for Workers" are for handicraft 
workers. For the Chinese handicraft workers believe that there are different gods 
patronizing over different trades. The tract starts with this, pointing out the 
error of worshipping false gods, introducing to them the true God and His Gospel, and 
finally inviting them to the church. Two tracts "Lao Tze" and "Weaver-girl" have 
been published, the former is for blacksmiths and the latter is for weavers. 


The following materials are being distributed by the Committee at present: 


l. "The Significance and Means for Chinese Christians in Organizing Cooperatives" 
This Committec knows that the coop can help a lot toward the self-support of the 


church, 


2. "Workers and Medical Care Service" - a series of pamphlets to suggest to 
Christian hospitals how to extend medical care to workers. Two have been published. 
One tells of the experiments of o sickness insurance plan and the other deals with 
the operation of a specialfTabor hospital in caring for factory workers and their 
families. 


3. "Jesus Christ" - a long poem. The author, Mr. Mei Ching (a communist) force- 
fully conveys the sacrificing and anti-evil spirit of Jesus Christ. Suitable to all 
kinds of readers. It has been translated into English. 


4. The Committeed cooperated wits "Tien-feng", a Christian Weekly, in publish- 
ing a special issue on "Christianity and Labor." 


5. Two years ago, this Committee requested the Association Press in China to 
translate the book "Let My People Go" into Chinese. It is published now, with 380 
pages. It is hoped that this translation may be made available to many Chinese 
pastors. 


In the summer of 1949, this Committee sponsored in Shanghai a "Ministers— 
in-Industry" project. The participants were 14 students from the North China Theo- 
logical Seminary and the Central Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church in 
Shanghai. The purpose of that project was to previde for the theological students 
an opportunity to understand the meaning of labor and to be acquainted with the daily 
life, habit, thinking, etc., of the workers, so that they would know better how to 
reach the working class after graduation. During the six long weeks in the summer 
season the students went to work with those regular workers in the factories. In 
their leisure hour they helped the labor unions in teaching the workers to sing and 
read. Twice a week the students gathered together at the Yangtzepoo Social Center in 
Shanghai from their various factories to exchange experiences, discuss foibles, listen 
to work-method lectures and visit labor welfare installations. When the students had 
to return to their schools for the autumn term, the workers in the factories were very 
reluctant to part with them. The reports of the students all emphasized that the 
welfare of the workers was very wanting; the workers needed friendship and the 
opportunity to practice Christianity among the workers was wonderful. The door of 
service will never be closed to Christianity, they concluded. 


F 
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After Mr. Jones left China at the beginning of the summer of this year, Dr. 
C. T. Tsai, a member of our Committee and Mr. T. L. Chang, our new Secretary visited 
Canton, Hongkong, Soochow, Wusih, Hsuchow, Chengchow, Sian, Sanyuan for promotional 
and cultivation work, 


This summer the Finance Sub-committee of this Committee, for the first 
time, began its work in raising a portion of our budget for industrial work in China. 
It has been quite successful and its educational significance is invaluable. 


Though the Committee has worked hard for the past two years, yet it knows 
that achievement is still very negligible. So in criticizing the past and planning 
the future, the Committee drafted our program emphasis for the last half year of 
1950 as follows: 


Purpose: With the loving spirit of Jesus Christ, our Committee is to preach 
to the working class the gospel of Christ, and serve them to improve their conditions. 


Methods: This Committee is to prepare plans and materials for the reference of 
local churches, YM and YW's, Christian hospitals, social centers and other church 
organizations and earnest Christian individuals who are interested in this kind of 


service. 


Emphases 1. Respect Laborers: By means of literature and other effective ways 
to appeal to the church and Christians to respect labor, serve labor and to promote 
"Labor Sunday" in order to create a correct attitude toward workers. 


2. Workers' education: To ask local churches and Christians to help 
in promoting workers' educational clusses, 


3. Workers' sanitation: To ask local churches and Christians to help 
in promoting workers' sanitation and medical mutual aid projects. 


4. Cooperatives: The Committee is to provide materials concerning the 
organization of cooperatives so 1s to help local churches to push this kind of work + 
in order to eliminate exploitation. 


5. Visitations: Our Committee members and/or the secretary ore to 
visit industrial cities in the country, to cooperate with local churches, in promet— 
ing-our work. Special emphasis should be given in asking them to select and to train 
future leaders to do industrial evangelism. 


Other projects: This Committee is to sponsor nurseries for 
workers' aon ne rkers' recreation, thrift program and relief projects. 


This Committee well hnove the immenseness of its responsibility. It has never 


7 thought that those works can be accomplished alone by the limited abilities of human 


beings. We pray for the guidance of our Lord and give to Him our glory. We hope 
local churches throughout the country and our friends in different lands will con 
tinue to cooperate with this Committee to accomplish our purpose as referred to 
above, i.e. to preach Christ's Gospel to the leading class in New China. 


> 


Rev. S. ©. Chang 


Rev. HK. H. Chen 
Miss Cora Deng 


Dr. Woodrow Ging 


Mr. Y. L. Kiang 
Dr. C. T. Tsai 
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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF CHINA 
Fourteenth Biennial Meeting, October 18-25, 1950 - 


. The Fourteenth Biennial Meeting of the NCC was a very significant gathering. 
The central theme of the meeting was "The Gospel of Christ and the Church of Today." 
Dr. T. C. Bau chaired the opening meeting in the evening of October 18, at which 
Bishop Z. T. Kaung gave a very inspiring and stirring address. The morning devo- 
tions and Bible study were based on a study of the "Epistle *to the Ephesians" and 
were very well led by Dr. Kiang Wen-Han, Dr. T. C. Tsai, and Bishop W. Y. Chen. 
The main speakers at the Biennial were Bishop Robin Chen, Dr. Wu Yi-fang, Rev. Hsiung 
Chen-Pei, Mr. Y. T. Wu, Mr. Ai Wei-sheng, and Dr. H. H. Tsui. Bishop Robin Chen 
spoke on "Church Reform from the Standpoint of the Gospel", Dr. Wu Yi-fang on "Church 
Reform from the Standpoint of Christian Education", Rev. Hsiung Chen-Pei on "Church 
Reform from the Standpoint of the Church", Mr. Y. T. Wu on "Church Reform from a Gen- 
eral Standpoint", and Mr. Ai Wei-sheng on "Church Reform from the Standpoint of Church 
Youth." Dr. H. H. Tsui gave a very inspiring telk at the closing Holy Communion Ser- 
vice. 7 


The major topic for discussion in the first three days was "Church Reform." 
The whole group was divided into five smaller groups, so that there were sufficient 
opportunities for fuller exchange of views and oxperience at the discussion group 
meetings. Questions concerning the NCC itself were brought up during the latter part 
, the meeting. Evening meetings were given to reports on self-support, Christianiz- 
~. ing the Homes work, Women's Work of the Church, Youth work, and experiences of local 
_ |.s cooperation in Church work. These reports were especially helpful, because they were 
$ the fruits of years of field experience. 


The meeting was widely representative. There were 69 official delegates 
from the member churches and national Christian organizations. There were also 21 
fraternal delegates from those churches which are not yet members of the NCC. 
Besides these, there were 24 fraternal delegates from regional and local Christian 
Councils or Church Federations, 10 coopted members and 23 visitors, making a total of 
147 persons, apart from staff members. The most regrettable and noticeable part was 
the absence of missionary friends at the meeting. 


One of the most conspicuous characteristics of the meeting was its democrat- 
ic spirit. All the fraternal delegates and visitors enjoyed the same privileges as 
the official delegates and coopted members, both in the discussion groups as well as 
in the plenary sessions. The only limitation was at the official business sessions, 
at which only the official delegates and coopted members could vote. The work of the 
Nominating Committee was both exacting and commendable. Its task was to name can- 
didates for both the officers and the Executive Committee members for the next two 
years. After the Nominating Committee made its preliminary nominations, the names 
of the candidates were presented to the members of the five discussion groups for fur- 
ther study and nomination. The result was that, in addition to the 21 candidates 
named by the Nominating Committee, the five discussion groups nominated 36 further 
candidates, making a totel of 57 candidates as nominees for the Executive Committee. 

The Nominating Committee graciously accepted all these cendidates, and requested the 
~~ ~~@elegates to elect 30 people out of the 57. This was officially and carefully done. 
After the casting of ballots, the following people were elected to serve on the Exec- 
utive Committee and the following officers were appointed: 


| 
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Chairman: * Rev. George K. T. Wu 

Vice-Chairmen: *Dr. H. H. Tsui; *Dr. Wu Yi-feng; *Mr. Y. T. Wu; 
Treasurer; *Mr. S. K. Ing 

Minute Secretary: *Dr. William Hung 


*Dr. T. C. Bau *Rev. Y,. C. Hsieh *Dr. C. T. Tsai 
‘Dr. T. C. Chao Rev. Hu Yi-ylin Rev. Louis Tsai 
Rt. Rev. Robin Chan Rev. C. P. Hung *Dr. Y¥. C, Tu 
*Dr. Chen Wen-hsien Bishop Z. T. Kaung Rev. Wan Fu-lin 
*Bishop W. Y. Chen *Dr. Kiang Wen-han Rev. Peter Wang 
*Miss Cora Deng *Mr. Lin Lo-sheng Rev. P. H. Wang 
W. -B. Djang Rev. Shao Feng-yuan Dr. Francis Wei 
*Dr. Luther Shao Miss Yu Hsiu-ai 


*Rev. Z. S. Zia 
(* Members of the Ad Interim Committee) 


The deliberations et the meeting clearly indicated that the leadership and 
services of the NCC were very widely appreciated. There was a very genuine desire 
on the part of non-member churches and local Christian Councils and Church Federati- 
ons to cooperate more closely with the NCC. The very fact that the fraternal dele- 
gates from the non-member churches cnd local Christian Councils and Federations were 
willing to pay thelr ow expenses to come to participate in the Biennial Meeting was 
a manifest token of eagerness on the part of these bodies to link up more closely . 
with the NCC--not a few of which had already expressed their desire actually to join 
the NCC. This broadening of the basis of NCC membership will greatly strengthen the 
future usefulness of the Council. 


Quite a number of important decisions were made at the Biennial, of which 
the following were the most significant: 

1. To give support to the Manifesto "The Task of the Chinese Christian Move- 
ment in National Reconstruction in New China", and to call upon Christians throughout 
the country enthusiastically to participate in the movement for gaining signatures. 

2. In response to the appeal of the Chinese People's National Relief Commis- 
sion, to take actual part in movements such as that for the collection of winter 
clothing for refugees. 

3. To call upon Christians throughout the country to give actual practical 
support to the Government's implementation of Land Reforn. 

4. To encourage and assist all churches and Christian bodies and institutions 
throughout Chine to show the maximum determination in bringing to completion within 
five years the Movement for Self-government, Self-support, and Self-propagation. 

5. To call upon all churches, Christian bodies and institutions to initiate a 
move to give a place of greater importance to Christian Youth, hoping that all 
Christian organizations will do their utmost to give a third of their positions of 
responsibility for leadership and planning to Christian young people, and also thet 
the work of leading young people to dedicate themselves to Christian service may be 
revived. 

6. To invite responsible leaders from the Christian Seminaries throughout the 
country to call a Conference on Theological Education, to determine the direction of 
theological education from now onwards. 

7. To request Christian workers and church members throughout the country ear- 
nestly to seek a real understanding of this New Era. 

8. To call upon all churches in China to look squarely at their actual work, 
and beneath the light given by God to go deep in self-examination, in order to ascer- 
tain whether or not their work is based upon the needs of the people. 

‘9. In order to broaden the basis of membership of the National Christian Coun- 
cil, to give a welcome to all national church bodies and organizations who have not 
as yet joined the Council to become participating members. 

10. To determine the relations of regional and local Christian Councils and (5 

- Church Federations with the NCC. 
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ll. To revise the constitution of the NCC in accordance with actual conditions. 
12. To set up a Peking office of the NCC. 
13. In accordance with the principle of 4 new and independent start, to draw up 
a five-year plan for the NCC itself to become self-supporting, responsibility for its 
budget being progressively undertaken by its member organizations. 


All those attended the Biennial Meeting were deeply impressed with the 
thoroughness of preparations made for it. Although the time available for prep- 
aration was rather limited, yet everyone on the staff had been most conscientious, 
end each had done his or her pert well. Many of us who had the privilege of partici- 
pating at the meeting were fully conscious of the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Every event, and in fact all decisions which were made at the Biennial, scemed to 
have developed so happily and naturally. Although human elements did manifest then- 
selves at times, thank God, these became nothing when we put God's will above every- 
thing else. Peul was right_when he said, "All things work together for good for 
those who love God." Different people may have different impressions about the Bi- 
ennial. Ideas and convictions may also differ, but, thank God, we are one body in 
the household of God. Some 28 years ago, T. T. Lew spoke some words of real wisdom 
at the great National Christian Conference then held: "We agree to differ, but we re- 
solve to love." Our roads ahead will not be easy. Only sufficient Christian syn- 
pathy and understanding, faith and courage will carry us through. The next five 
years are determining years for the Christian Church in China. The cooperation of 
all Christian friends in one way or another will be most essential if we are to serve 
our Lord more effectively during this new and challenging period. It was both fit- 
ting and proper that the Biennicl should end with the Holy Communion, in which every- 
_ one knelt before the altar to experience once again the saving grace of God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. With renewal and rededication, everyone thus went back to 


his post with new vigor and strength. | 
tee. /s/ George K. T. Wu 


EXCERPTS FROM MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, NCC 
October 26, 1950 
WORKERS' UNION REPRESENTATION The Chairman reported that the Workers' Union of NCC 
AT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE had requested that they should appoint « delegate or 
MEETINGS delegates to sit in on Executive Comittee meetings. 

It was resolved thet permission be given for a dele- 
gate to attend the Executive Committee meeting thet day, tut that the question of such 
representation in future be referred for consideration and decision to the Sub-con- 
mittee for Revision of the NCC Constitution. 


EXECUTIVE ACTION RE IMPORTANT It was resolved that a first draft revision of the NCC 
BIENNIAL MEETING RESOLUTIONS Constitution should be completed within one month, end 

that after this had been considered by the Ad Interim 
Committee, it be sent to all member organizations of the Council, in order to gain 
expression of their opinions on the draft. It was further resolved to appoint Dr. 
William Hung (Convenor), Rev. George K. T. Wu, Dr. H. H. Tsui, Dr. T. C. Bau and Rt. 
Rev. Robin Chen as a Sub-committee for Revision of the NCC Constitution, to undertake 
responsibility for preparing this first draft. 


FIVE-YEAR CHURCH- It was resolved on the basis of the decision taken cat the 
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT Fourteenth Biennial Meeting regarding a Five-Year Movement for 
Self-government, Self-support and Self-Propagation within the 
Christian Movement in China, to organize ae committee for promotion of this Five-Year 
Church Independence Movement, and to invite responsible leaders of nctionczl church 


bodies and Christian organizations as committee members. 
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LOCAL FIVE-YEAR It was resolved thit the NCC Cormittee on the Five-Year Indepen- 
MOVEMENT COMMITTEES dence Movement should invite Regional Christian Councils every- 
where to organize local Five-Year Independence Movenent Commit- 
tees. 


NCC SELF-SUPPORT AND It was resolved to refer questions of self-support of the NCC 
INTERNAL ADJUSTMENT itself, and of necessary adjustments in NCC organization and 

program, to the Staff Administretive Committee for their delib- 
eration on the basis of opinions expressed in the Discussion Groups at the Fourteenth 
Biennial Meeting, their recomiendations to be brought to the Ad Interim Committee for 
approval end action. 


THEOLOGICAL MATTERS It was resolved to refer to Nanking Theological Seminary for con- 

_ sideration and appropriation action the two matters raised at 
the Biennial Meeting concerning (c) a Conference on Theological Education and (b) a 
Bible Study Correspondence School. 


EMPHASIS ON YOUTH It was resolved to refer to the Committee on the Five-Year Inde- 

pendence Movement the recommendations adopted by the Biennial Meet- 
ing concerning the revivel of Youth Self-dedication Movements and the emphasis to be 
placed on Youth throughout the Christian churches. ; 


COMMITTEE ON PROGRAM It was resolved to refer to the Committee on the Five-Year Inde- 
ADJUSTMENTS IN pendence Movement for action the question of a comnaittee on 
CHINESE CHURCHES Program Adjustments in Churches in China, and also to establish 

the following two principles: (a) That from now onwards the 
NCC make the work of the Independence Movement central in its own program, the work 
of all departments being concentrated on this enterprise, regarded as a common goal 
for all endeavor; and (b) That the vcrious denominationel cmrches be invited to con- 
tribute both personnel and material resources, so as to cooperate with the NCC in 
promoting the work of this Movement. 


BROADENING BASIS OF It was resolved that formal letters be sent in the name of the 
NCC MEMBERSHIP Council, inviting all denominational churches and all national 
Christian organizations not yet in membership with the NCC to 
become participating members, at the same time informing them thet the NCC Constitu- 
tion is now in the process of revision, and that as soon es a tentative draft is com- 
pleted, it will be sent to them with e request for their opinions concerning it. 


NCC OFFICE IN PEKING It was resolved to invite the Rev. P. H. Wang (Pastor of the 
North China Kung Li Hui, and member of the NCC Executive Con- 


nittee) to serve as liaison officer of the NCC in Peking. 


RESIGNATIONS The Chairman announced thet the two resign: tions reported to the former 
Ad Interim Cormittee, viz., those of Dr. Chester Miao, as Chairman of 

the Staff Administrative Committee and of the other members of that Gommittce, end 

also of the Rev. Victor E. W. Hayward, as from the end of November, has been referred 

for action to the present Executive Cormittee. It was resolved 

&) That prior to the appointment of a new Generel Secretary, the Steff Administrative 
Committee be requested to continue their responsibility for the time being of 

maintaining the work of the Council, and that Dr. Miao be asked to continue to head 

up the Committee, in spite of all admitted difficulties; and 

b) thet the resignation of the Rev. Victor Hayward be accepted us from the end of 
November, but thet Committee should express its thanks for his past services. 


COMMITTEE ON STAFF It was resolved to request the following members to serve on 
AND FINANCE COMMITTEE the new Staff and Finance Committees, as follows: 
Committee on Steff: Dr. H. H. Tsui (Cheirmen), Dr. T. ©. Bau, 
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Rt. Rev. K. T. Mao, Dr. Kiang Wen-han, and Rev. Z. S. Zia, the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman ofthe Council being members ex officio. 

Finance Committee: Mr. S. K. Ing (Cheirmon), Mr. S. J. Chman, Dr. Y. C. Tu, Dr. 
William Hung, and Miss Chieng Kuei-hun, with power to co-opt other members at need, 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Council being members ex officio. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEES -~ The Chairman reported on the lists of Committee members pro- 

, posed for the various program committees of the Council's work, 
as follows: 
1. Christianizing the Homes--Mrs. Z. S. Zia, Mrs. H. S. Young, Dr. Homer Loh, Mrs. 

T. K. Shen, Miss Yeo Hsien-hui (the foregoing members compose the Standing Commit- 
tee), Mrs. George Ouyang, Mr. T. H. Sun, Rev. T. E. Tsieng, Miss Chao Hsueh-chun, 
Miss T. K. Kwan, Miss Yu Hsiu-li, Miss Mao Yun-nan, Miss Yeng Lu-fu, Rev. Wu Hsin-tan, 
Rev. Newton Chiang, Miss Tsui Ya-han, Rev. Shac Feng-yuan, Miss Ch'en Tzu-yu, Miss 
“aco Jen-ying, and Miss Yu Hsiu-ai. 

2. Rural Work--Rt. Rev. Kimber Den, Rev. Yu Mu-jen, Mr. Shih Chung-yi, Rev. Wu Chi- 
chung, Rev. George K. T. Wu, Dr. T. C. Bau, Rev. Li Cho-wu, Miss Kao Yu-hsing, Miss 
Yu Hsiu-li (the foregoing members compose the Standing Committee), Mr. Hsia Ch’ uan- 
Cau, Mr. Hou Fu-yun, Rev. Shao Ching-ch'uan, Pestor Shen Hsu-ch'eng, Prof. Chu Ching- 
yi, Mr. Liu Ling-chiu, Rev. Chm Shao-t'ang, Mr. Chang Hsico-liang, Mr. Yang Sheng-wu, 
Han Kuo-chen, and Rev. Liu P'ci-fang. 

eC tric) t --Prof. M. L. Yin, Mr. Jack Wang, an 
sh K. S. Wang, Mr. S. K. Tien, Mr. Y. L. Kiang, Rev. George K. T. Wu, Dr. Woodrow 
Ging, Rev. Chen Ho-hsiang, Mr. Yang Shu-fen, Miss Cora Deng, Dr. C. T. Tsai, and Rev. 
Z. Se Zia. 
4. Women's Work--Miss Hsiang Fu-mei, Miss Chiang Kuei-yun, Miss Ch'eng Hsueh-hsiu, 
Mrs. Liang Yu Hsiu-loy, Miss Marcia Wang, Mrs. Henry Lin, Miss Chang Wei-chen, Miss 
Hueng Chien-ru, Miss Peo Wen-chun, Miss Chao Mu-chen, Miss Hsieh Ching-mei, Miss Ch'i 
Yu-chen, Mrs. George Ouyang, Mrs. C. T. Lin and Miss Sarah Ch'i. 
5. A. V. A.--Dr. C. T. Tsai, Rev. G. K. T. Wu, Rt. Rev. Y. Y. Tsu, Dr. Luther Sheo, 
Mr. K. Z. Loh, Rev. Andrew C. Y¥. Cheng, Mr. K. S. Lee, Pastor Shen Hsu-ch'eng, and 
Prof. Gershom Ma. 


TIME OF AD INTERIM It was resolved thet the regular time of meeting of the Ad In- 


COMMITTEE MEETINGS terim Committee be fixed as 2:30 p. m. on the fourth Tuesday of 
every month, « change of time to be made if and when necessary. 


ADJOURNED after prayer by Rev. Shac Feng-yuan. 


/s/ George K. T. Wu 
(Translated by Victor E* W- Hayward) 


Rowlcnd M. Cross, Secretary 
China Committee 
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LETTER FROM NORTH CHINA CHRISTIAN RURAL SERVICE UNION 
Re CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS 


November 23, 1950 


Dear me 
As I was about to mail my lest week's letter to you, I received your cablegram 
sent through Elmer's office. (Elmer Galt, American secretary of the Kung Li Hui of 
North China. R.M.C.) I took it at once to Sherwood, and this brought a great deal 
of rejoicing to our staff. Aside from financial eid promise, it gives us a sense of 
your confidence and backing which means a great deal to us these days. 


Day before yesterday there was a combined meeting of the NCCRSU Executive Com 
mittee and the Literature Department Committee in Peking. Your cable was reported to 
them and also the desire of the CCP that we reconsider our decision not to revive the 
Christian Farmer. The following actions were taken at this meeting: : 


s 1) Voted, that the NCCRSU Newsletter (Christian Service News) shall 
apply for registration according to the government regulations. 


2) Voted, that the question of cooperating with NCC Newsletter await 
the outcome of application for registration of the NCCRSU Newsletter. 


3) Voted, that we abide by the former decision not to undertake the 
continuation of the Christian Farmer. The general secretary is asked 
to write 2 personal letter to Dr. William Chang to explain the situation. 


With regard to the registration of the newsletter, it appears that new regula- 
tions have appeared requiring such materials to be registered. We, therefore, have 
no option, but to discontinue this paper, or to register. We heave certain connections 
with the Provincial Government which may facilitate registration, although this is by 
no means certain. 


Regarding Point 2, I mentioned lest week the fact that S. P. Wang, Rural Secre- 
tary of the NCC would like to cooperate in producing a newsletter for rural people. 
A definite proposal from him has now come and there would be certain advantages in 
such cooperation. If we don’t succeed in registration, it is quite possible that we 
work out a good plan whereby we will provide most of the more technical materials, 
while the NCC will be the official sponsors of the news sheet, which could then per- 
haps be published in Shanghai. The details have not been worked out at this eerly 
stage, but the above represents some of our thinking. 


Vote 3 indicates thet our group still feel it unwise to try to revive the 
Christian Farmer under its auspices. If Y. T. Wu and his friends wish to undertzke 
it, we have no objection to their applying to you for funds. 


I might add that the Vote 4 referred to in your cablegram was our plan for 
» liquidating the Christian Fermer. However, with the widow in occupation of the prem 
~-  ises and the strong political becking which she has, it is already becoming apparent 
that this plan is impracticable. The property of the CF witu its present occupants 
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is, you will realize, a very hot eoalball, and we are likely to get burnt if we try 
to totch it. We will inform you of our plans end events as they develop. 


Sincerely yours, 
/s/ Hugh W. Hubbard 


P.S. We do not feel inclined to join the CCP, The NCC Newsletter has kept out. 


. The CCP is, from all reports, being rapidly regimented. We would like to 
stick to a Christian pletform and cooperate with the authorities ehege it 
is consistent with our Christian principles. H.W.H. 


The cablegram referred to in the first paragraph of Mr. Hubbard's letter was 


sent after receiving the votes of tne China Committee replying to Bulletin Chinz-95. 
The cable was «s follows: 


COMMITTEE APPROVES PROPOSAL TRIAL CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS ONE 
YEAR AND YOUR VOTE FOUR 


Rowland M. Cross 
Secretary 


China Committee 
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(The writer of this article has served as a missionary in China for 
25 vears, and has an intimate knowledge of the situation there and 


recent developments. ) 


The church in China today lives: in a period of very acute difficulty. The year 
1951 signalises the withdrawal of nearly all the Protestant missionaries who re- 
main in China. Chinese Christians, because of their membership in a church which 
has from the first had very close connections with the ‘iest, are naturally under 
the suspicion of a government which is engaged in hostilities against the United 
States and other democratic countries. At a time like this, Christians in the 
West should try to realize that if the situation in China is puzzling and dis- 
turbing to us, our aim has always been to establish an indigenous church and 
eventually to withdraw missionaries. The church in China, like the church in all 
ages and in all countries, cannot be preserved from error, or even from heresy, 
but now, as never before, it needs our prayers and our sympathy. 


I 

For aslong as most Christians now living can remember, China has been the 
larrest ‘Mission field' in the world. Not only has China the édarPest popuiation - 
of-any country in the world, where many thousands of Protestant missionaries 
have laboured, but Christian work in China has appealed to those who have dedic- 

ated themselves to ‘ he task, as well as to millions of Christians in the 
churehes of Europe and America. The results of Christian work in China have been 
evident and on the whole gratifying, as contrasted, for example, with the diffi- 
cult task of missionaries in Noham:edan lands. Nearly all who have worked in 
China, or even visited the country, have been fascinated by the land and its 
people, and have hoped to return, 

Ever since the quelling of the 3oxer Rebellion in 1901, missionaries have 
arrived in China in great numbers, numbers limited only by the resources of 
missionary societies. Prior to 1927, there were about &,000 Protestant mission 
aries in China. Then years later, due to the anti-foreign agitations ef 1925-27 
and the effects of the depression in the Jest, the number was reduced to about - 
6,000. Following the second world war, the maximum number of Protestant mission- 
aries reached about 4,000 in 1947. The withdrawal of western personnel on a 
fairly large scale, due to Comnunist control in China, began: in 1948. Itis . 
anticipated that-during 1951 almost all Protestant missionaries now in China will 
leave the country. The small number remaining will be a few who have found a way 
to continue their work within the Chinese church and its institutions, and poss - 
ibly some who will be held by the sovernment, and not granted exit permits, 

It may not be possible to explain fully, to the satisfaction ef Christians 
in the ‘est, why missionaries have left China. In the years when part of China 
was under Communist rule, and part under the Kuohintang, most missionary societies 
took the position that since western Christians were engaged in religious, educa- 
tional and medical work, they desired to carry on work throughout the country, But 
it became more and more evident that missionaries from abroad might prove a hind- 
rance, rather than ahelp, in the work of the Chinese church in Communist areas, 
In the summer ef 1950, the Peking government announced that missionaries should 
leave the country when their furloughsvere due, Many missionaries already felt 
that conditions were limitins their activites to a derree which made continued 
residence in China of little use. ‘shen Chinese troops berame involved in hostil- 
ities in Korea, it was natural that anti-American prop mganda and feeling should 

be intensified in China, Then cane the freezing of Cninese assets in the United 
States by the American goverment, and retaliatory measures by the Chinese auth 
orities, By the end of 1950, most missionaries realized that their presence was 
proving an embarrassment to their Chinese Christian assogiates, and they had no 


? 
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alternative but te ask .or exit permits. This brinys to an end one chapter in 
the creat missionary enterprise, But it is not the end of the story, nor should 
it be the end of our Christian concern about China, a 


II 


Missionaries have withdrawn from China, but the Chinese ehurch remains, It 
was to establish a church in China that missionaries went there in the first plaee. 
This church is weak, but it could never beceme strong while remaining dependent in 
any important measure upon financial support and missionary personnel from abroad. 
It is truc that missionaries would not have chosen to withdraw at this time, yet 
in the end it may prove that nothing less than such drastic measures were suffici- 
ent to brinc the church in China to genuine self-rcliance, 

After the Standinz Committee of the General Assembly of the Church of Christ 
in China had officially adopted the document which is known as 'The Manifesto',at 
the end of Oetober 1950, a pastoral letter was acdressed by that Standing Committee 
te follow-worers and fellow-Christians in China. The ‘ianifesto calls upon Carie- 
tains in China to make the church self-supportins, 21lso to support the Common 
Program of the Peoples' Government and to oppose imperialism, feudalism and bureav- 
cratic capitalism. The pastoral letter sent to moambers of the Church of Christ 
in China,while drawing attention to the ‘lanifesto, and endorsing it, lays the 
main emphasis upen speciiic Christian tasks, and upon universal Christian truth, 
in the following memorable words, quoted from the letter, 

"The older churehes of Eurape and Amcrica, inspired by the love of Christ 
and regardless of difficultics and hardships, brought the Gospel to China, The 
pioneers of our own Cyurch of Christ in China with well thought-out plans laid 
the foundation 6f a Chinese Church, 'oday we cannot shirk our responsibility; we 
must bravely tal-e up the responsibility of the church. Je cannot always be depend 
ent upon financial aid and personnel of western missions and throw away the oppor- 
tunity for growth as an indigenous church------- « /e have carelessly let matters 
drift; we have temporized and delayed for months and years. Although we can point 
to some accomplishments on every side, yet we are still far away from our goal. 
If we truly examine ourselves can we but be ashamed? Moreover, the situation to- 
day enables us to see that unless the church speedily achieves self-sunport it 
cannot possibly maintain its cxistencesesoceecses 

"Let history be our Leacher. The Christians of the apostolie church were 
far poorer and weaker than ve are today. And yct with unwavering faith and firm 
united fellowship of love cach gave what he had and each reeeived what he needed.., 

"Christ is eternal truth, He is the Gospel for the world, He is the central 
ebject of our faith. He is the symbol of justice and peace, By ‘lis death and re- 
surrection the barriers between man and “oc, the hatreds between race and race, 
the pressures betireen class and class, can all be removed. He points the true 
and shining way to "one family under heaven", and one world brothcrhood. ‘Je. 
worship Him with all our hearts, Je would pre.ich Him and manifest Him to the 
world. This is the sreatest con ribution which our chureh must make in the New Aga 

These are reaily noble vords, rooted imChristian eenvietion. liorcover, they 
were written when the authors wore alreacy under heavy pressure. Soon after this 
message was issued, the situation for Christians in China became much graver. In 
the autumn of 1950, it was hoped that grants from missionary socicties to the 
ehurch in China might be gradually reduced over « period of five years, also that 
a number of missionaries might remain in China for a year or two, Now it is appar- 
ent that missionaries must withdraw as soon as exit permits can be seeured, and 
that grants frdm abroad must soon cease, perhaps cntircly. In several cases, 
Chinese churches have already asked the missionary societics not to send any 
more funds, So the venture of faith, already forecast in the above message, is 
well on the way to becomins a reality, 


> 
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Christians in the ./est are aware that in Russia and in China, the past few 
months have brought an intensification of anti-American propaganda, The speeches 
in the United Nations Assembly durins the visit of the Chinese Comuunist delega~ 
tion in Dec. 1950, illustrate the kind of propaganda which is common in times of 
crisis, Those who followed developments in China constantly and closely were aware 
at rather violent anti-American propaganda in the Chinese secular, and sometimes 
in the religious press, even in the early months of 1950, 

In the summer of 1950, after I had read a number of statenents by Chinese 
Christians, including the first draft of the ''anifesto, in which opposition to 
imperialism was emphasized, I wrote an article which was printed in the Oct.1950 
issue of 'Theology Today'. In the latter part of that crticle, referring to propa- 
ganda statements issued by Chinese Christians, I wrote in part, "At the present 
tind, 2 measurc of misunderstanding between Christians in the Jest and Christians 
in Ghina can easily arise, This is inevitable because we cannot understand the 
circumstances in which our Chinese Christian friends live and act, and they can- 
not fully understand our circunst:nces, Je will read statements and accounts or 
hapnenings in China which may be amazin; to us, and Chinese Curistians will read 
thines concerning the church in western lands which they will be unable to inter- 
pret. This is because we and they, live in areas ofpropaganda, we and they can only 
know part of the truth. For exanple, we cannot know under what circwast2nces 
certain documents we read may have bem drafted and whcther documents compromising 
the church were in fact signed by all persons alleged to have signed them. Under 
present conditions, Cliristians outside of China must repose confidenc®in Chinese 
fellow-Christians. The writer believes that responsible Christian leaders in China 
th.S§eughly merit our confidence and urgently need our prayers anc other forms 
of support at this time." 

Since the lines above were written, dozens of propagand: statements and 
articles have been issued in China, Chinese Christians have been going through a 
period of strain and difficulty which is impossible to describe, But nothing that 
has happened has caused me to wish to change in any degree the statements made 
above, and especially those relating to my confidence in my Chinese Christian 
friends, If there are those who are distressed by the reading of documents ro- 
cently published by C,inese Christians, I sug:est a study of statements made and 
published durin: the first world war, for illustrations of nationalistic fervour 
among Christians. The reaiing of church history, from the first century omvards, 
provides data to show how bitter have bcen the recriminations between Christia~s 
on matters relating to religious differences. Such a study would not prove inspir- 
ing, but it should helo us to be penitent and humble, and not self-righteous, 


IV 

Nothing is to be gaincd by minimisin: the seriousness o: the,situation for 
the churph in China, Several facts must be iacecd, ‘fissionaries have nearly all 
withdraym, They =-re not wanted by the Chinese Government, and cannot at present 
be helpful to Chinese fellow-—Christians, The church is weak, and it is subjcct 
to opposition and to difficultics of many kinds. But the church lives, Nearly all 
local churches have worship every Sundcy, In a few places there are signs oi new 
and vigorous life in the Chincse Church, and what is highly significant, a clear 
understanding of the basic issues amon; an increasing number of lay Christians, 
accompahzed by a determincat ‘ion to avoid compromise, There is, consequently, no 
reason to despair. 

First, let us recall that no task undertaken in faith and for the love of 
God, is ever in vain, Christian effort in China has not been mistaken - it has 
been limited by the inevitable failures of human beings, and hindered by the sin 
of Christians anc the opposition of non-Christians, But let us not dwell oversmuch 
on failum Rather let us give thanks, as our Chinese fellow-Christians have done 
in the statement quoted above, for the missionary pioneers, and even more that 
there is a church in China which can issue publicly at a time like this, a pure 
and courageous evangelical atatement of faith, 


) 
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Second, lct us recall that at this time, the church and Christians in China ¢ 
with Christians in all the worlc, are not removed from either the mercy or the 
judgment of God. The love of God embraces all Christians in China, and see's out 
those who have never neard of the Saviour, If, in China or elsewhere, there is 
error, heresy, unfaithfulness, apostasy - God will be the eternal judge. And on}jy 
God in I!is omniscicnce knows all; to Him, and to Him alone,belongs judgencnt. 

Finally let us contemplate the past and the ruture in the light shed by 
the cross of Christ. Many are feeling that their eff6rts in China have been wasted; 
that the goodwill of Christians in the Vest is being repudiated; that among 
Christians in China there is lack of appreciation, and cven ingratitude for the 
gencrosity of Christian people abroad. If iissionaries have gone to China hoping 
for gratitude and appreciation, then there is need on their part for thorough 
sclf-examination. If Christians of the older churches have made gifts and ecx- 
peeted recognition, then they too necd to study the New Testament. Many mission 
aries have spent years, perhaps a life-time, in China and have never considered 
that they were makine any sacrifice, and have moreover cnjoyed recognition, grati- 
tude and deep affection. But if these have come, they have been, as it were, a 
by-product. The ultimate motive for missionary work is the love of God, shed 
abroad in Jesus Christ, It is bceause "hile we were yet sinners, Christ diced 
for us' that we have sought to preach {lis sospel in China, It is enough to know 
that we are doing the will of God; yet God in lfis "ercy gives rowards far 
beyond our dcesetts, 

‘nat of the futwre?If the missionary must turn from China, where can he 
continuc his vocation? ‘here ean the western Christian use the money which God 
has entrusted to him? It is cvident that there are no simple answers to these 
questions, But the sincere Christian, as he contemplates the world in which we 
live,must be more and more awarc that sin is as active as ever in the heart of 
man- that the needs, whcther of rich or poor, at home or abroad, can obaly be met 
by the love of God at work in His church, and that the task must be continued 
wherever the way is open, with now devotion, ingenuity and imagination, 


CHINESE MISSION SITUATION see not e 

GENERAL le Very comprehensive resistration with the government of all Chinese 
organizations or institutiongthat havi had ANY connection with ANY (USSR excepted) 
foreign persons, funds, organization ctc. Al.L Roman Catholic must register: This 
reg: stration is on both local and national levcl.e. 2 very fay Independent Church 
groups may escape it.. This registration infers suspicion of being the tool of 
capitalistic, foudalistic, ctc. etc. ctc. agent or powers,. Christian (and cult- 
ural, for example the Shanghai Sino-Bristish club, mects every week for lunch) | 
organizations must prove their loyalty. If/nmd/ when they can prove they reccive 
no sore shave broken their connections abroad, then thcy may be 
takenoff this registration list and br above suspicion as being possible subver- 
sive channcls for Capitalistic, imperialistic, ctc. etc. Powers] NOTE: ‘hat a 
spet the majority of Protestant (and All Roman Catholic) churches are in and be 
sympathdic! - Forcign ‘fissions, as such ALSO had to register giving complete 
details( and using the blanks mace out for Chinese Organizations.. and was it a 
week of headaches-- took two Chincse iriters over tivo days to copy the live 
blanks aftcr the original was finished) This included complete financial report 
for 1948 and 1950 showing exact balance at the end of the year] 3- New "upside- 
down® situation re grants of funds. Each registered organization or institution 
“UST have its budgetapproved and must have permission before it can receive a 
ecnt from any funds from abroadj It is not merely the problem of (for example} 
getting Blind velfare funds licensed to send to the Shanghai Office Via Hongkong 
BUT ALSO all the “lind Schools on the receiving end have to get Chinese Govern 
ment (probably on the local level) permission to receive it before the Shanghai 
Office can send out remittances )--- so too also any funds for Cphurches, synods, 
Hospitals, eta. etc, Therefore please note the general conculsion (as compared 
to even six months ago) AlY Chinese institution or organi,ation receiving funds 
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from abroad OR 'IAVING ANY COM'ECTIONS ABROAD 
and that difficulty and ODIUM is rapidly incr 


SPECIFIC 1. Any more funds for churches, an 
sent quickly, Educational leaders met and had 
from abroad. Next month Christian (Protestant 
the YM & YJ Crowd will put thru (this is abou 
more of western mission fundsj Unless the si 
changes NO Protestant Cpurchcs and/or institu 
long, and even now National Christian Organiz 
them that are already in Shanghai! NCC,CCC ( 
mittees and other bodies have already announc 
Mission or wegtern rrants of funds.. This was 
you Board urch leaders will understand th 
lightly condemthe Chinese Church leaders) H 
S0% of the responsible leaders of the Chincse 
receiving Forcign funds, but they regret the . 
that last fall at the NCC 3i-cnnial meeting i 
complete self-support in five years{ 2= Ecume 
younger churchcs must be very limited, prac 
(a complete war psychology against America sii 
Korea), A lctter from Amcrica to any Chinese | 
large coastal city, and most certainly if he : 
thet person under suspicion, Fraternal & ccum 
are impossible now. loto: cables to co. 
confer on finances was a tcrrible blunder and 
People's Government.. any college official cor 
suspected and he rould be in scrious trouble ; 
Hongkong may be a bit different; but the 
3+ The Chinese Church will not only survive 
It is a sifting timc., the danger is not pers: 
being used by the government Tyank God 
many oi them, and .lso thank God that there az 
then. 4. National Organizations, NCC, CCc, 
ancial crisis and drastic curtailment of their 
Missions instcad of the Chinese Church e- rel: 
better off. National Church orgsnizations wi 
basic constitucncy, that the above (except CCC 
GOD IS AT “ORK IN CHINA AND HE ILL SE" TO Cor 
DEAVOR] 


we#Note:(This summary of the present situation 
on February 15th by a2 missionary who 
in China and who had just cone out fr 
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IS ABROAD is in a very, very difficult position, 
idly increasins] Hence: 


rehes, and /or organizations will have to be 
t+ and had to renounce further financial aid 
rotestant) leaders will meet in Peking and 
s is about 99% sure) a decision to have no 
ss the situation eases and the direction 

r institutions will dare accept funds before 


n Organizations hesitate to take grants for a 
NCC,CCC (Gen,Assembly) Yi Y/ National Com- | 
y announced that they will receive no more | - 


This was practically compulsory (‘Je do hope 
rstand this and be very sympcthctic & not 
aders) High church leaders have told us that 
e Chincse Cyurch think the time is here to stop 
gret the abruptncess of its you will remember 
mecting it was expccted to reach this goal of 
2- Ecumenical relations between the older & % 
ted, practically nil until the situation cases 
meric2 since the Chinese Volunteers entered 
“Chinese Church leader (even if he is in a 
ly if he is in a smaller place) is apt to put 
al & ecumenical relations in the usual sense 
Ies to college presidcnts to come here to 
under and played right into the wishes of the 
ficial coming to Hongkong would be at once 
trouble and danger). Canton being close to 
even there high church leaders are on the spot. 
survive but will be strengthend and go forward. 
not persccution but that of compromise and of 
mk God for the staunch Chinese Church leaders 
» there are only a few "“opportunists" among 
NCC, CLS, CUEA, C”, ete all face a fin 
, Of their work. Alas, they were geared to | 
th ee relatively speaking the CCC is much ) ? 
tations will have it hard, but they have a 
xcept CCC) do not have, ‘iell, we believe that 
TO CONSE2Y "NG 100 YEARS OF ‘iIsSION Ele 


situation was written frou Hongkong 
nary who has spent almost 30 years 
me out fron there.) 
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(This is a digest of a review of the year 1950 in Communist China, 
chiefly from the economic point of view, which appeared in the 
Far Eastern Economic Review of Hongkong for January llth.) 


OHINA'S PROGRESS IN 1950 
by 
E. Stuart Kirby 

- The writer points out that at the beginning of the year trade and industry 
ware Sirtually at a standstill, The Communists were proposing removal of industry 
and commerce out of Shanghai and other ports to divest them of lingering "imperial- 
ist" tendencies, indicating subjecticn to Russia's war plans. Great Britain pro- 
ffered recognition, a proposal which was not only not accepted but contrary to all 
precedent, led Peking to set sonditions for accepting recognition and even to 
inordinate demands, The only result for Britain seemed to be increasing condenna- 


tion as a"running dog"of the U.S.A. 


SPRING = Much improvement took place because of the relative efficiency and integ- 
rity of the new administration. Changes are comparable with those effected by the 
KMT revolution in its inception, but reform seems more radical and will perhaps be 
more permanent. The adminastration became increasingly a'tclass weaponj"with expedi- 
tion of approved transactions but bureaucratic hampering of those disapproved. Taxa- 
tion was severe, even punitive, prices were pegged to staples, and inflation checked. 


Persuasion and repressive action were now directed against the workers 
who had hitherto been encouraged or supported in making inordinate demands against 
the employers; now these demands were discouraged, in the game of the"comnon 

benefit of labor and capital." Like most Communist slogans, this was grandly 
adapted for"having it both ways# in the name of the rights of labour, the employer 
found himself suppressed, then to uphold the rights of "people capital"the workers 
found themselves restrained, both parties finally losing. The State and private 
"“sectors"of enterprise were broadly defined: all "key positions"and basic processes 
being in the former,the latter found itself subordinate and was"integrated"into an 
elaborate control system, The urban situation was thus clarified, by methods that 
might be described as economic terrorism, 


. At this time, little was done regarding the rural situation, though 
Chinese Communism had previously been"rural ~based."All energies and picked men had 
been switched to urban and industrial fronts; an indication of weakness and inability 
to deal with more than one group of problems at a time or to produce an overall 
long-term plan. China remains divided into half a dozen main regions, confirmed by 
the administrative pattern of the People's Government, each at different levels of 
development and at different stages of the Revolution. It seems increasingly plain 
that subservient to the strategic plans of Russia development and real investment is 
overwhelmingly to be concentrated in the North, while the South is comparatively a 
secondary or buffer zone. This seemed brutally evident inthe Sino-sSoviet Treaty, 
which provided for Russian loans for the rehabilitation and specal development of 
the North, in return for raw materials from the South,Rural reform programs were 
widely halted and a new sense of basic instability in policies was becoming clear, 
coupled with increasing realization of China's subordination to Russia. 


SUMMER- Conditions in South China were those of complete slump, though in North 
and Bast China there was continued improvement; and in Manchuria progress on lines 
much closer to those of the Soviet Union and under closer Russian controle The 
blockade was largely broken and coastwise shipping increased. The sense of insecur 
ity with shifts in policies and contrasting conditions in different parts of the 
country remained as essential feature, 
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With the invasion of South Korea the whole future of the Far East was thrown 

into the melting pote Less information was available and there was some shift of 
emphasis away from internal problems, Late summer saw improvement in South China 

and some other areas, "with a light handling of commerce and industry in contrast 

to collectivization and Sovietization in the far North. Nevertheless a consolidation 
and strengthening of the control system was going on everywhere and uncertainty 

cont inued"because of the threat of elimination of all private business, 


The economic policies of Red China hovered(to draw an analogy from Soviet 
Russian history) somewhere between Var Communism and New Economic Policy, Earlier 
austerity in urban life diminished, commodity prices were stablized and living 
being comparatively cheaper on the mainland, the influx of refugees into Hongkong 
was halted and in the later months a heavy net emigration developed. 


The Agrarian Reform Law was fully codified at the end of June and a new drive 
ensued for solution of the agrarian problem. Soldiers had been alloczted to part—tin 
agricultural work in many localities. A new cycle of land distribution was begun; 
in some places the peasant benefited, but often the area given per capita was ri- 
diculously small and mere redistribution of land presents no radical solution, in 
the absence of rural credit facilities and lack of capital for any substantial 

. improvement in farm output. The urban situation appeared now to he stablized by the 
most drastic measures of control, taxation and'¥oluntary"contributions. The rural 
situation had not been resolved in any such thorough-going way, and Communist China 
now began to face the type of radical crisis experienced in the early years of 
Soviet Russia, This is called the"scissors crisis} meaning that there is a diverg- 
ence (as between the opening blades of scissors) between the prices of farm products 
and those of manufactured articles, the latter increasing more rapidly. The conse- 
quence is that peasants lose incentive to produce and market commoditics, since 
they obtain less goods in exchange. The scheme of calculating prices in terms of 
basic foodstuffs is not now as popular as it once was. 


AUTUMN — Autumn brought complete control of the press; no unofficial organs of 
Opinion were henceforth allowed, Villification of the U.S. was extreme and it was 
evident that China was completely committed to Russian policy, not only in Korea 
but in all external affairs. There was continuing internal improvement in many 
respects. Peace internally and minimum standards of honesty and efficiency in the 
administration long unknown in China, could not but bring rapid and striking results 
once they were attained, 


The last quarter of the year might have represented the long-hoped-for 
regeneration in the internal affairs of China. Unfortunately, the opportunity was 
cast away; China instead of scttling down to a new era of peace and internal reform j 
committed herself to the adventurist course of foreign intervention prompted by 
Russia, China intervened in Tibet, to take direct control of that area, This action 
offended India, and represented a deliberate affront to that trust and most 
valuable of China's Asian friends, 


WINTER ACAIN = The year closed in conditions which have chilled the hearts of 
China's most ardent friends. A large Chinese army was launched in Korea at the very 
moment when the aggressor forces of the North Korean puppet govermment had been 
fully defeated and the world was looking forward to a settlement in Korea, with the 
unification of that country. The Communist pretence that America would have any wish 
to invade China is as ridiculous as the description of Chinese forces in Korea as 
“volunteersy More deeply disturbing, perhaps is the fact that the Chinese govermment 
should imagine that any muntry can fight its way into the United Nations and that 
it can clain diplomatic recognition as a right while refusing to give any re 
assurances about its international intcntions and territorial claims. 


China has all the keys to success, inprovenent and development in her own 
hand, but the regime is fast driving her out into the Siberian darkness of hostility. 
Indoctrination with )arxism- a point of view largely irrelevant to China, being 
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based on the conditions of a different civ: 
accurate realization of what is soinz on i 
ly on hatred and contempt. The continuance 
ible when the country is being drastically 
stance=- can the problem of the price "scis:s 
devoted, not to the consumer voods and agri 
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prospects of a general and intersrated dexel 
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These and many other questions stand 
Government has contemptuously knocked dowr 
the expectation of 'Titoism', the belicf tl 
their own fronticrs, the supposed moral efi 
America in China, the carefull; fostered be 
great realists, ctc. 1950 may have been tt 
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erent civilization increasingly prevents any 
Sinz on in the outside world and builds disastrous-~ 
ntinuance of internal progress seems hardly poss~ 
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ice "scissors" be resolved if urban production is 
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yns stand as portents of disaster. The People's 
cked down all the props of wishful thinking; 
belicf that Chinese would not fight outside 
moral effect of the excellent past record of 
stered belief that China's nev leaders were 
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WILL THE CHINESE CHURCI! SURVIVE? 


This thoughtful and penetrating statement was prepared by a 
young missionary, not an American, who recently came out of 
China aftcr several years of postwar service there in medical 


worKke 


A friend travelling in Germany during the ‘thirties! reported this conversation 
with a German liberal. “After all", said my fricnd, "Hitler can compel only outward 
obedience. He can't make you believe in Nazism", The Gcrman replied, "I used to hold 
that though you can kill people, you can't kill their ideas by persecution, I was 
wronge I now sec that persecution can stamp out ideas as well", 

The Nazis failed to stamp out Christianity in Germany; Nazism tsps collapsed. 
The Church in Communist countries faces a new foe, and a much more subtle one. Com- 
munists are not at the moment trying to persecute Christianity out of cxistence,. They 
. believe that they have another method that is more effective. 


Communist Methods. To be sure overt persecution is by no means unknovm, For’ one 
thing, it is much easier to be a Christian farmer than a Christian intellcctual. The 
latter find it hard, and will find it increasingly harder, to get jobs unless they 
compromise, Then again, no Christian activitics are permitted in the schools, No 
Christian preaching is permitted in the streets, Overt persecution is not however the 
Communists trump card, They have discovcred that a policy of 'domestication' pays 


much better. 


Aim: A tamed Church. The old Testament prophets often felt called upon to 
criticize their government. They did so with magnificent, even foolhardy, courage. 
Those tho in these days read the pronouncements of the Patriarch of the Orthodox 
Church in Moscow will not see much resemblance to those of, shall we say, Amos or 
Jeremiah, He merely recites the Communist Party Line, He does not exercise any pro- 
phetic ministry at all. The Communists would like to put the Chinese Church in a 
Similar position of sub-servience, This would be far more convenient at the moment 
than actual suppression. | 

Accordingly the Peking government speaks suavely to the Churchs but the threat of 
for¢éceful action is, nevertheless, always in the background, If Church leaders re~ 
_ fused to toe the line, the government could reduce them to starvation very simply and, 

by making the taxes sufficiently high confiscate all Church property. 


‘Religious Freedom? The Constitution, of course, guarantees 'religious freedom!', 
- But, in a first place, this freedom is not for all and sundry, only for loyal 
citizens (the govermment deciding who qualifies as a loyal citizen). Secondly, by 
‘religious freedom' Com=unists mean freedom to hold religious services (in churches- 
not in schools) and, at least up to the present, freedom to train religious workers 
in theological seminaries; also frecdom to publish certain types of religious books, 

This has little relation to what Presbytcrians from Calvin and Knox onwards have 
meant by religious freedom, The Chinese Government would never tolerate scrious 
criticism from Church leaders, 

The ch is no longer allowed to invite Christians from other countrics to 
share in its work, Funds from the older churches are also barred, or shortly to be 
barred. This will mean very great hardship for the native Church, The government is 
out to break the links that have bound the Chinese Church to the Church Univcrsal, 

It is certain that our institutions for social service, (schools,hospitals, etc) 
will more and more be taken over by the government. (No doubt the criticism will 
then be made that the Church does nothing socially useful). 


The Weakness of the Church, -2- China 103 

How is the church equipped to meet the challenge? Humanly speaking, it is 
pitifully weak, Its numbers are small, in 1948, there were 800,000 communicant 
members of the various Protestant Churches, 

It is divided: at least 2 major denominations mn. be counted. Perhaps the 
most serious weakness of all is that there are some members (very few indeed; but 
the fact that there are any at all gravely wounds the fellowship) whose loyalty 
to the government seems to take precedence over their loyalty to the Church, 

In some areas too, particularly in rural districts in Manchuria, and in 
Shantung, the Church suffered grievously from persecution, prior to the adopt ien 
of the subtler policy of 'domestication' in April 1918. 

In general education, Chinese Christians are considerably above the average. 
Unfortunately, Chinese education has never bee such as to develop the capacity 
for critical thought. Unfortunately again, most of our Church members are in 
sufficiently instructed in the faith, and the proportion of them intellectually 
equipped to ‘defend the faith against the attacks of the dialectical materialists 
is even smaller than in the \/esternChuréhes. (In that branch of apologetics most 
of us missionaries have been blind leaders of the blind), 

"The Chinese Church" theological professor T.C.Chao, once told me with typical 
Chinese modesty, "has failed to produce even one great theologian." 

(The Roman Catholic Church is at first sight much stronger than the Protestant 
It has been established in China for several hundred years, whereas the first 
Protestant missionary arrived in China only 13 years ago. It has some 4,000,000 
members, 1% of the prpulation of China. Nevertheless, it too is relatively vul- 
nerable, It has comparatively few educational institutions, It owns more land 
than is healthy for it, while its 6 daily newspapers, which always took a very 
anti-Communist stand, have been taken over, I believe, bythe government. Some of 
its leaders, Bishop Yu-Pin for example, were very active in Kuomintang politics.) 


How are the Chinese Churches Reacting to the Crisis? In October 1917 the 
Russian Church held a General Assembly.Outside the Hall, the Bolshevik Revolution 
was in full swing. Inside the Hall, the burning question that was being debated 
was: What was the correct colour of thevestments to be worn when conducting this 
or that religious service, 

One Chinese Synod, in which I had a number of dear friends, held a Retreat 
shortly after Liberation# The topic : How to meet the New Situation? — No. --An 
exposition of the rites and sacrifices in the Book of Leviticus, 

That is one reaction. A somewhat similar one on the part of some Christians 
is to withdraw from the wrld completely and wait for the second Coming of Christ. 

Others have withdrawn from the Church altogether; they have found the tension 
too great. 

Others, however, are grappling courageYously with the new thought, They 2 re 
trying. to see how much of it they can accept without compromising their central 
loyalty to Christ. In the interpretation of Christianity they have received from 
Western missionaries, they are trying to separate what is eternally true from 
what is mere bourgeois prejudice, and so are performing a service of great value 
not only to the Chinese Church, but to the Church Universal, 


Will the Church Survive?It is against this generally sombre background that 
we must try to assess the Church's chance of survival, 

It would be easy to do so in a complacent "God's-in-His—Heaven, All's right- 
with the world” vein, It would be easy, and very true, to emphasize that "the Day 
of the Lord is darkness, and not light"; that the past crises in the Chinese 
Church's history, like the Boxer Rising 50 years ago, and the next wave of anti- 
foreign feeling 25 years ago, were both followed by periods of marked growth for 
the Church, | 

Will it be so again? It is tempting to respond with a dogmatic "yes". In 
this situation, survival and indeed growth are certainly possible, But how are 
we to know whether the Church is going to prove wise enough to differentiate 
between the essential and the non-essential, and to discern when it may make 


fibaration. A technical term: used when a place is taken overby the Communists, 
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concessions and when it must be adamant? Dare we expect that as Marxist 
illusions founder on the reefs of stubborn facts, there will arise from the 
ranks of the Comnunist intellectuals another Bulgakov, another Berdyaev? How can 
we be sure that the Church is spiritually alive eng). for God to use it in these 
ways? ; 


We cannot. Only Ged knows the answers to these questions; we can but guess, 
But when we think of the Church leaders we have come to love and to admire as 
Christians and as friends; when we think of their courage and persistence 
through the Japanese terror and the trials of the civil war; when we remember 
their repeated assurances that they know the dangers of a compromise, -that they 
will never compromise on vital aspects of the faith; when we read the pastoral 
' letters or the Executive of the Church of Christ in China, and of the bishops of 
the Episcopal Church; when we call to mind the wissionary zeal of the Chinese 
evangelists working among the backward people in the far west; when we recollect 
that the Protestant Church in China represents all scctions of the population, 
instead of beins as it is in our own western countries, predominantly a middle 
class institution; and perhaps most of all when we have seen and felt for our 
selves the sincerity , the spiritual fervour, the devotion of some congregations 
of humble Christian pcople, we may perhaps have boldness to believe that the 
family of God in China, or at least a faithful remnant, inhabits that house that 


was built upon the rock, 


tHe 


Wallace C. Merwin 
Associate Secretary 
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Background to the News from China March 15,1951 


E. Bruce Copland 


My last notes were sent out two months ago. Since then I have written an article 

which may, if desired, be published. In recent weeks the news from China is almost 
entirely bad and distressing, Missionaries havg been arriving in Hong Kong in large 
numbers, and nearly all have brought news of grave import. Many of these who received 
these notes of mine will have detailed data from certain areas, supplied by missiorm 
aries who have recently reached Hong Kong. fy notes deal with the general situation 
as reported by friends from every part of China. | 


General withdrawal of missionaries— I estimate that about 500 Protestant missionaries 
have reached Hons Kong during the past two months, Very few members of missions who 
are still in China have not applied for exit permits, With few exceptions, those 

who reach Hong Kong do so with profound gratitude and relief, and also experience a 
reaction when the strain of uncertainty and sometimes of fear, is at an end. It is 

a moving and memorable experience to go to the border between China and Hong Kong 
ond te meet one's friends when they reach the 3ritish end of the short railway 
bridge after endurin~ the last examination, and passing the barrier, 


Missionaries 'detained! In my notes written in Januarv I referred to the anxiety 
Telt here due to the prevalent delay in the granting of exit permits in many cases 
and in several areas. This anxiety has increased greatly in the interval. A number 
of missionaries are in prison in various parts of China, I do not know how many are 
in this situation, but ten persons are known to me, One missionary has died in 
prison, and another has been sentenced to 3 months hard labour. In several places 
missionaries have been placed under house arrest, In every area known to me, some 
missionaries have been kept for several months after applying for exit permits and 
no one knows whether the permits will be civen, Still another larse group, mission 
aries living in small towns, are being kept waitin: for weeks or months for permission 
to leavee In almost all cases, missionaries who have made application for exit per- 
mits are not able to carry on any work among the Chinese Christian community, and 
have to find ways to occupy themselves durin: the period of waiting. It is a time 

. when missionary friends still in China need the prayers of their friends, 


Increasing pressure on ChineseChristians I have not as much detailed data about the 
probiems of chinese Christians as 1 have about my missionany friends, It is increéas- 
ingly difficult for Chinese Christians to meet freely with missionaries, and very 
little ¢an be written. There is general intensification of the pressure on prominent 
Chinese Christians to make propaganda statements. While in most , places church ser 
vices continue, one hears constantly that Christian activity is restricted to one 
chureh service a week, In many places in the country, church services have becn 
suspended by covernment order during the time of land reform, In every Christian 
institution and organization those who are fullycommitted to the Christian cause have 
to exercise great care in their relationships with members of their staffs who be- 

. lieve in complete support of the government prorcram. A disgruntled servant, or juni 
staff member, may cause the gravest trouble at any time, ly letters from former 
colleagues and friends show a derree of tension not present before. 


Purges, and liquidation of enemies In recent weeks there are constant reports of 
executions oi Chinese considered hostile to the present govermment,. These things are 
reported in the Chinese press, and are verified by travellers arrivine in Hong Kong. 
Those being executed may be landlords, business men who are not approved, Kuomintang 
agents or spies, and many others. A distressing fact attested by several missionaies 
is that small school children are paraded to witness the executions, 2nd evento 

mint a in the arrangements, The present stage seams to be one of severity and 


Movements of Chinese to and from China abeut a month ago new es i. promul- 
gated by the Chinese government which make it very ciffiecult for Chinese to leave the 
country, and also to enter. The traffic. between long Kong and China has been drastic 
ally reduced, though a good many people manage to get through each day, However, I 
know of a number of cases of educated Chinese who wished to lcave, and who 2re now 
unable to get permits. 


Communications with Chinese friends There are many China missionaries and others who 

have Chinese friends, who would like to keep up comaunication by letter, Although 

censorship is not yet general in China, letters may be opened at any time, The present & 
situation is such that any Chinese receiving ~ letter from abroad, even *ran long Kong 

andwith the text of letter and the envelope ia Chinese, might ;ect into serious trouble. 

In these circumstances, I must advise that unless people are assured very specifically 

by their Chinese correspondents that they desire to receive letters, it is best not 


to write, 


Grants from missionary societies In January I wrote that it was not known whether the 
Chinese government intended to prevent Christian churches and institutions receiving 
any grants from abroad, Since then, regulations have beam promulgated requirins all 
Christian bedies t6 register, and in the event that aid from abroad is received,there 
is a special registration form. In view of the new conditions, my information is that 
all the national Christian organizations decided in January not to receive any further 
grants from abroad, 3s from the first of 1951. In some cases, synods and regional 
church bodies had already asked missions to stop makine grants, In other cases, synods 
have asked the missions concerned to m-ke an immediate payment of the 1951 prant, and 
then cease further paynents,. lly information is that it is no loncer possible or de 
sirable for missionary societies to make the usual grants for Christian work in China, 


** 


Universities and theological colleges An adequate report on this section would re- 
quire a separate memorandum, whit has been said above concerning finance applies to 
grants to colleges and seminirics. In many cases, the Christian colleges have been 
taken over by the government 2nd are now national institutions. I have not heard that 
any theological college has closed, or intends to close. The govermient apparently is 
allowing theological colleges to continue their work, but under the close supervision 
which is exercised over all institutions. It is too early to know how the theological 
Golleges will manage under the present difficult conditions, 


The security of ‘Jong Kong ‘Then I wrote in January there was 2 nather general feeling 
that it was at least well for everybody to be prepared for emergencies. In the presmnt 
uneasy state of the world, no one in his right mind would say that everything is lovdy 
in Yong Kong. At the same time, there is a general feeling among people who are well 
informed that the situation is easier now than it was in January. Trade is suffering 
from the American embargo, also from many difficulties inherent in the China situa- 
tion. But plans are being made for many long term projects in "'ong iong, anc there 

is a definitc easing of the tension one felt earlier. \ihile the border is carefully 
watched, I do not think that there are signs of any early aggressive moves from the 


chinese side. 


Hong Kong as a listening post It is over two years since I first left Shanghai. Dur- 
The atl that time, even when I was absent in Canada, or earlier when I lived in Canton 
I have used the various facilities which Hong Kong provides for keeping in touch with 
the church in China. I feel that the days wien Hons Kong can be a base for liason 
with China are drawing to an end, Financial transactions, whilepossible, are not 
desired by the Chinese church, There is constant and increasing suspicion of contacts 
between Chinese and western Christiczns, Although I still write occasionally to my 
Shanghai colleagues, I do so ith creat caution, and Iwite to their homes and not to 
the office. At any time now, communications m1zy cease, Increasingly from now on, 
Yong Kong should be a center for Christixn effort in the Colony, and for all kinds of 
Christian activity which wil help to carry the Gospel to the millions of Chinese 


in Southeast Asia. 


The war in Korea It will soon be a year since the onset of fighting in Korea. 
Perhaps we in Mong Kong do not understand the situation any more clearly than 
friends in the West. ith all the ups and downs there have been, two f.ctors stand 
out- Chinese troops are involved in strength, but Russian forces are absent. It 
would appear that in Korea there is something of a stalemate, with large forces 
on both sides near the 38th parallel. Chinese casualties are very heavy, and the 
total drain on China's resources is excessive. It would appear that Russia is 
keeping out of Yorea, and if so there is at least hope of the avoidance of world 
war and hope of a settlement in Korea itself, 


Christian work in Southeast Asia. During the past few months much thought and 
prayer has been concentrated on means to exert greater Christian effort in the 
lands south of China, particularly among the millions of Chinese living in the 
area. Some who read these notes will already have read or heard reports of specific 
investigations, Missionary deputations are visiting the areas of opportunity; in 
Yong Kong there are consulations in process on various specific projects. While 
the situation in China is dark, and the future in Asia is complex, now as in the 
past man's extremity is God's opportunity, and many are seeking for God's guidance 
as to the ways whereby His church can do 'lis will at this time, 
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A Message from 
The General Assembly, The Church of Christ in China. 


Feb. 21,1951 
Dear Friends: 
On October 27, 1950 the Enlarged Standing Committee of the General Assembly, 


Church of Christ in China approved the following resolution -"All grades of church 
organization within the Church of Christ in China all forms of work under then, 
shall strive to attain the goal of autonomy - self-government, self -support and 
self-propagation- within the shortest possible time," It was also voted that "The 
General Assembly as the leading agency in the Church of Christ in China, should 

have a plan for financial autonomy within five years." Also, that “the committee on 
Church Autonomy of synods and presbyteries shall be responsible for working out their 
own plans and methods of self-support; that there should be close consultation and 
cooperation between the various grades of church organization so that the goal of 
self-support may soon be reached." (See the Oct.e-Nov. issue of The Church). 


Since October there have been rapid changes in the situation which in turn 

- have affected all Christian churches and institutions in China, The American freez- 
ing order of December 16 was followed by counter~measures on the part of the Chinese 
Peoples! Government. On January 10 a Government directive was issued requiring all 
cultural, educational and relief organizations and religious bodies which receive 
foreign subsidies or are supported by foreign funds, to register with Government 
authorities. "All religious bodies" according to the Government directive, "should 
re-double their efforts in the movement for self-government, self-support and self- 
propagation until they are entirely under their own management," 


When the Standing Committee of the Church of Christ in China met again on 
January 22,1951 it took account of three factors in the rapidly changing situation: 
(1) The decision reached in October 1950, to achieve financial autonomy "within the 
shortest possible time", (2) The Government directive of January 10, and (3) The 
popular patriotic movement and public opinion in favour of complete independence of 
the Chinese Christian Movement,After long and prayerful discussion, the following 
action was taken: "The Church of Christ in China has always proclaimed church auto - 
nomy- self-government, self-support and self-propagation- as its goal. The present 
situation does not permit us to hesitate any longer. Je have decided, from the beginn- 
ing of 1951, to receive no further financial aid of any kind from abroai, ie call 
upon all grades of church organization within our church immediately, of their own 
accord, to plan to maintain with their own strength, the various forms of work in 


the Church of Crhist in China," 


A number of synods and church institutions have already taken similar 
action and others are in the process of doing so. 


Because of our historical association in the cause of Christ in China we 
wish to inform. you about the new policy of the church, and to ask for your under- 
standing and your prayers, The Chinese Christian movement has been challenged, 
earlier than it expected, to become financially independent. While the recent sudden 
decision cancels previous plans for a five year period in which we might prepare for 
autonomy, and creates tremendous problems and difficulties in the immediate future, 
we yet have the faith to believe that in the end the church will be purified and 
strengthened, As the resources from missionary societies abroad are cut off, God will 
surely raise up new and devoted supporters in China and will give us the spiritual 
strength to carry on such phases of church work and life as should be maintained. 
The Christian church will try to stand on its own feet. We remember God's word to 
Ezekiel, "Stand upon they feet and I will speak with thee," 


ot China 105 
As an autonomous church in China, we shall be better prepared in the 
coming days to take part in the interdependence and fellowship of the exumenical 
church, Our spiritual bonds can never be broken, 


We assure you that the Church of Christ in China will always be true to 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints, to the Yord of God, to the teach 
ings of Christ and to the cternal Gospel of our lord. Will you rray for us that 
through this great period our church may be made a more fitting instrument of 
God's holy purpose for China and for the world. 


You know, without our saying it again, how greatly we appreciate the 
contribution of your China ‘Mission to the establishment of the Christian church 


in China. Christian memories and influences abide, and in Christ no thought or 
labour or prayer of love is ever lost. 


\ 
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Some questions have been raised as to the meaning of "Confidential" on many 
of these bulletins. Generally this should be interpreted as meaning that we do not . 
want this material to appear in print. Subject to such considerations as we will deal 
with below, you are free to use material in the China bulletins in speaking about 


China without divulging its source, 


We continue to receive requests for names to be added to our mailing list.We 
have acceded thus far, as we want these bulletins to reach you whose hearts are so 
deeply involved in the Christian cause in that land, We have found the work of our 
office so heavy, however, that it is almost impossible for us to keep up, We have 
previously suggested that those of you who receive the bulletins might contribute $1.0 
annually toward mailing costs. Many have done this, but we would welcome contributions 
from others, and we would not refuse any larger amounts. 


II The Necessity of Caution on our Part 


We have recently been urged to emphasize once again the need for caution on 
the part of missionaries and other interested in China in this country for the sake 
of both missionaries remaining in China and our Chinese Christians. Many who have 
recently come out of China urge very strongly that we write no letters to Chinese 
lest we seriously endanger them, Even letters sent thru Hongkong are inadvisable and 
such letters as are written tc missionaries should be most circumspect and of course 


should not mention political matters, 


Repereussions from hes and statements made in this country are reach- 
ing China, some of them within hours. One letter from Hongkong says that obviously 
many folks in this country are "missing golden opportunities to keep their mouths smut, 
It is reported that guarantors for exit permits are now being held responsible for 
what people say after they leave China, and in some places it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to obtain such guarantors. Extreme caution should be observed in anything 
that appears in the public press and even in the religious press, since almost any- 
thing can be twisted against Christians in China, In all public addresses we should 
especially avoid any attempt to interpret the relationship of Chinese Christians or 
missionaries to the Chinese government, and great care taken not only to mention no 
names or places, but to avoid any refcrence that might betray individuals or places, 
remembering that even the most obscure references can be pieced togethar, At the most 
recent mecting of thc China group of missionaries and exccutives here in New York 
deep concern was expressed that great caution should be exercised in this respect, but 
it was also stated that this should not be so construed as to interfere with oxpression 


on the part of individuals regarding Amcrican forcign policy, 
ITI- The Present Situation in China 


General It would seem well to give some bricf summary of the present situation in 
China as it affects Christian work, This cannot be a complete picture and 


the scene is shifting rapidly, wut it is based on reports that have come 
recently directly to us or through the Boards. 


The Government's policy of religious liberty, though somewhat limited, 
seams still to be effective in most arcas, cspecially in the cities, but less so, as 
in the past, in rural areas, In some areas where land reform is in progress, church 
activity has becn seriously curtailed or complctcly stopped, Some features of the 
Churches’ programs seem to be flourishing and there are particularly cncouraging 


reports about youth work and especially the courageous leadership stian 
youth. In one place reccntly it is reported that more than 30 university students 
made public commitment to Christ at a retreat organizacd by students, and attcndance 
at student worship services has been remarkably good. One report says that the 
Little Flock is wanting to buy part of Union Church property in Peking to crect a 
church seating 1,500, though it had earlicr bccn reported that they were already 


building a church that would scat 1,000. 


There arc increasing reports of difficultics for Chinese Christian leadcrs, 
including arrests, prison torms (somctimes at hard labor) and some exccutions. Charges 
against them are similar to those made against Christian nationals in Communist 
countries in Europe; espionage, black market dealings or misuse of funds and concealed 
weapons. This development appears to be worst in South China, particularly in [fukien, 
though there are cases in other parts of the country, especially involving educational 
leaders, It does not seem to be general, however and is not confined to Christian 
leaders, so should not be construed as persecution of the Church, but only as the 
elimination of certain leaders who are considered non-cooperative. 


No Financial Most of you know that it has been made quite clear that it will not be 
Assistance possible for any Christian agencies to accept American funds. A public 
From U.S. statement to that effect was made by 5 organizations in Shanghai in 
Possible, §§§ February, (NCC, CCP, YMCA, YWCA, and Tien Feng) and recent comnunications 
————- __—s«<ihave emphasized that fact. Word from several sources, however, indicated 


that it is probably possible to accept some funds from countries other 

than the U.S. on specific permission of the Government; and some such 
funds are apparently being r . one report says:"Schools which have 
received subsidies from other countries mav apply for receipt of additional funds 
under supervision but the amount should be decreased and cannot exceed the previous 


sums," 

Some attempts have been made, chiefly by individuals, to send funds in 
clandestinely. We are advised that this should not be attempted and may lead to 
serious consequences for Chinese involved, 


Position of We understand that the Christian colleges, and presumably schools of 
Christian middle school grade and possibly lower, have been given the choice of 
Schools _ 3 courses: (1) complete nationalization, (2) Continuance as private 
institutions with government subsidy, (3) continuance privately on their 
own resources, The latter course would seem almost impossible, at least for the 


schools of higher gradc. 


It is reported that Yenching, West China, Fukien and Hwa Nan (the latter 
two now merged) have been nationalized and that Nanking and Ginling are being merged , 
and nationalized. Most of the other Christian colleges will continue as private 
institutions with government subsidy. Missionaries remain on the campuses of of 
the colleges and at least 3 of them are hoping to continue their service. Some 
Chinese professors have recently been arrestcd and some dismisséd, 


National We understand that the NCC continucs to function with a very limited 
Agensics staff of C.S.Wang, Y.Y. Lin, C.T. Lin and Doris Pan-Wang, though the 
latter has submitted her resignation, The NCCRE is continuing indepen- 
dently with some funds being raised locally. The C.L.S, was continuing 
at word with T.H.Sun as Publications Secretary. William Djang is 
General Secretary the CCP and Paen Lee is Secretary of the China Bible House. The 
American Bible Society reports that more than 1,500,000 Bibles or portions were dis- 
tributed in China in 1950, about 25% less thaWthe previous year. 500,000 gospels and 
100,000 NewTestaments are being printed in Hongkong for distribution in Formosa and 
about half the gospels have already been sent there, 


| 
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Missionaries: So far as we can judge some 150- 200 American Protestant missionaries 
a mer still remain in China, We have no recent figures for the China 
Inland Ifission, which had approximatcly 200 Americans there on 
Jane 1st,1951. With very few ocxceptions (only 5 to our knowledge) 
all remaining missionaries have applied for exit pcrmits. Some have 
already come out recently, but it seems more difficult than cvcr before to get the 
necessary permission and a numbcr of missionaries are dcfinitcly being held, though 
at least one missionary has been deported as a "lifclong enemy of the Chinese pcople" 
and was sent to Hongkong dircctly by ship, reaching there before others from the same 
place who had departed in the usual way. Some reports say that one missionary is 
being held in each place for property reasons, though no details are given, A number 
of missionaries over a large area are under house wrest, quite a few have had to 
face mass trials-and some are imprisoned the exact number unknown to us. It scens 
fair to say, however, that there is not as yot any goneral persecution of missionarics 
An English language newspapers report from Hongkong s that Frank Price, Robert 
Bryan (prominent American lawycr) and Dryden Phelps (J) are under house arrest, but 
reports from othcr sources seem to indicate that the rccent report on Frank Price's 
imprisonment, like the earlier onc, is not accurate, 


Wallace C.Merwin 
Associate Sccretary. 
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OVERSEAS NEWSLETTER VIII 
(Two brief personel interludes have been omitted) 
Rev. Victor E. W. Hayward 
Former Associate Secretary, N. C. C. of China 


May 3, 1951 


Dear Friends: 


_ (1) The General Situation, This Newsletter has never been political in intent, 
and I feel more incompetent than ever to review the general situation in China. Very 
few people anyway, I am sure, are in any position to do that! One of the most strik- 
ing factors in the situation is the amazing degree of control which the new Govern- 
ment has already achieved in all walks of life, and throughout the whole country. 
Judged by the standards familiar to "old hands", actual present conditions must seem 
incredible, but "old hands" are extremely unlikely to be able to interpret present 
events correctly: it is so natural, and so erroneous, to feel "We've been through 
all this kind of thing before. Just wait a year or two." A year or two will cer- 
tainly see many further developments, but in opposite directions from those thus 
anticipated, I am one of those who are utterly convinced that it is impossible to 
take Marx-Leninism, or the concrete developments which fomithe common pattern in 
European Soviet countries, with too much seriousness (i.e., we cannot overemphasize 
the importance of these things. Ed.) in interpreting the China scene. There are no 
generel evidences whatsoever of such Chinese modifications as those who have best 
understood China in the past have naturally anticipated. As to China's alignment in 
the international situation, this is by now sufficiently evident, apart from its 
universal symbolism in the constant appearcnce of Stalin's portrait along with Meo 
Tse-tung's in processions as well as at many public meetings. Of course the Chinese 
have not lost their innate sense of humour, but few would dare to repeat publicly 
such a story as was in circulation long ago about the officials seen with umbrellas 
up on a sunny day in Peking -— because they had heard over the radio that it was rain- 
ing in Moscowl Yes, a little humour greatly alleviates the situation, but in China I 
do not believe it will ever reach to its roots - there are too many other more signifi- 
cent factors. I am personally convinced that, as far as internal conditions are con- 
cerned, the new regime has definitely come to stcy for the foreseeable future. 
Historically speaking, I am sure thet there has been no alternetive. .:And the new 
Government is making ever greater achievements, at an increasing spiritual cost. That 
cost is freedom; but for some time to come, freedom will remain a luxury in Chinc, 
where the situction is radically different from that of the West. I believe that it 
has to be admitted that under the Central People's Government, the Chinese nation is 
gaining immeasurably in self-respect, in confidence, unity and strength. This is 
part of the new atmosphere, along with its grim concomitant, personel fear. All 
means of mass commmication are already so controlled that it is impossible for the 
ordinary citizen to get any objective picture of general conditions. On all sides. 
indoctrination proceeds apace, not least through the news items written up on blick- 
boards, displayed in all kinds of public places. Signature drives to Peace Statements 
and Patriotic Pacts are increasing the force of propaganda. The Chinese ere learning 
to speak with one voice, even when they do not think with one mind. 
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(2) The Government and the Christian Church in China. It has for long been 


remarkable how much attention has been paid by the Government to the Christian Church, 
and how much space has often been devoted under prominent headlines to Christian 
matters in the (of coumeGovermient-controlled) daily newspapers. This has been 
partly due to recognition that Protestant Christian forces are capable of making a 
not inconsiderable contribution to the United Front, but meinly due to the foreign 
connections of the Chinese Christian Movement, which have always been prominent to 
the eye of the common man. I also believe that from the beginning the Government 
has had a carefully considered plan for controlling the Church, with a view to its 
ultimate extermination - this in spite of the genuine emphasis at present upon the 
reality of religious freedom; it is the seriousness with which I] tele Marx's philoso- 
phy which makes me believe that the authorities will gladly do their utmost to 
suppress religion when they feel the right time has come for such 4 movement. They 
may well believe that the problem of achicving this in China would be a much ecsicr 
matter than the hitherto unsuccessful attempt made in Russia. For the present, how- 
ever, not only Protestant Christicnity, but also (with less favoured treutment) 
Roman Catholicism, is definitely tolerated, but in both cases the controls are step 
by step becoming more severe. The systematic wey in which the authorities care 
addressing themselves to this tcsk is indicated by the series of conferences which . 
heve been held in Peking this year, decling first with Christien colleges cnd 
sChools, then with Christian publishing cgcncics, and now with Protestant Churches. 
To illustrate the subtle and extremely effective methods by which the Government has 
increasingly exercised control, I should first like to refer back to two or three 
fectures in connection with the N.C.C. Biennial Mecting last year. The question of 
missionary participation in this gathering wes not entirely settled with the depart- 
ure from Shanghai of the only forcign delcg-te who hud been officially appointed by 
any of the member Churches or orgunizctions. At an exrlier stage, leaders in the 
N.C.C. had tried to ensure thet the ecumenical principle should be upheld at this 
gathering, it being obvious that in the circumstances only a very small number of 
missionaries anyway would be eligible to attend. Greatly to my own surprise, I had 
both been appointed by the staff and confirmed by the Ad Interim Committee as execu- 
tive secretary of the committee which set up the program of the whole Biennial Meeting. 
There were one or two other foreign members of the N.C.C. staff who had a natural 
right to attend, and a few other missionaries might heave been invited as fraternal 
delegates or special guests. An informal conference, however, was called by a 
Government official shortly before the Biennial Meeting took place, to which verious 
Christian leaders were invited, and this question was brought up for discussion. 
Everyone knew what the Government wished. Some Church leaders honestly approved of 
the Government's standpoint on this matter, others did not think it wise to protest; 
only one person, I understend, himself a member of the N.C.C. staff, felt inclined 
or dared to say anything in fevour of having any foreigners attend. Anyway, it was, 
in the circumstances, easily agreed thet attendance should be 100% Chinese. This was 
certcinly not a Government order, but it was just as certainly a subtle method of 
control. After the meeting had started, « similar informal conference was culled at 
which it wos made clear thet the new famous Manifesto (which had first been issued 
as a document for individual signatures, and which the N.C.C. had given assurances 
would not be brought forward officially at the Biennial Meeting) mst certainly be 
endorsed by the Conference. It was accordingly put on the agenda for that seme 
afternoon, and naturally enough gained "unenimous" support. At that same informal 
consultation strong objection wus tcken to the fact that a perfectly innocuous 
telegram of Christiun greetings from the Conference of British Missionary Societies 
had been publicly read at the Biennial Mecting. Roporters (ten or more) insisted on 
being present at all meetings of the Conference, including small group discussions - 


a factor of no small importance, 


The drive for signatures to the Mcnifesto has continued since that time, 
and it has been reported that to date upwards of 180,000 persons have signed. 
Christians have also joined in the signing of Patriotic Pacts which have recently 
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been promoted in various different groups. Due, it is said, to Roman Catholic in- 
fluence, the special Pact for Christians to sign started with support for the 
"Common Platform", whereas the citizens’ Pact had opened with e pledge of support 

to Chairman Mao, the Communist Party, the Central People's Government, cnd the 
People's Liberation Army (in that ordert .). At a@ mass meeting specially held in 
Shanghai recently to promote the signing by Christians of these documents, the 
Menifesto, the citizens' Pact, the Christians' special Pact, and a vote of support 
for resolutions of the Second World Peace Congress were all printed on one shect, so 
that one signature would cover four documents. It is natural and right enough to 
have Christians pledging support to the Central Government, but in signing documents 
like the citizens' Pact, they ere also, and first, specifically pledging support to 
the Communist Party. Another method of quiet coercion has been the convening of 
meetings to discuss mctters under Government direction, the names of those present 
being subsequently published along with resolutions taken - so that often c Christian 
leader could only dissociate himself from certain pronouncements if he were bold 
enough publicly to protest against them; silence would mean consent. I noticed that 
a Chrigtian leader who had been conspicuous for his refusal to sign the Manifesto wes 
the only Churchman "invited" to attend the preparatory meetings for the April Peking 
Conference which will be reported upon below. It is impossible to see upon what 
grounds he could have legitimately refused. Yet I for one am certcin that in his 
heart he must have been greatly distressed ct much that was said at this Conference, 
of which he became willy nilly a member of the Presidium. As «a professor remarked 
to me some time ago, there is no freedom of silence under the present regime - nor 
even a freedom to be inactive. 


The Government has been very clever in making < very clear-cut distinction 
between what it regards as religious issues anc politiccl issues. Since everything 
capable of any political interpretation whctsoever is included in this latter ccte- 
gory, it is easy to suggest that this or that matter has nothing to do with religious 
freedom, but that Christians have yet to prove themselves adequately progressive and 
patriotic in their thinking and behaviour, Thus while the Government on the one hand 
reiterates its promise of religious liberty, on the other hcnd by indicating doubts 
of the patriotism of Chinese Christians, on account of their past impericlistic con- 
nections, it makes them peculiarly susceptible to verious very real forms of politi- 
col pressure. Seeing that evidence of patriotism has mnifestly been made the con- 
dition upon which religious freedom is granted, Christians hzve been tempted to go 
too for in establishing their patriotic ‘bona fides'. The Government has demanded 
that Christians as such produce evidence of their political standing; they have not 
been permitted to claim that in political matters they should be treeted simply cs 
so many individuals among others who possess a coumon citizenship. A further illus- 
tration of the special cifficulty of Christicns in China tod:y is the nction-wide 
propegunda to the effect that the peace-loving nations of the world (those within the 
Soviet orbit, of course) can only secure peace by fighting for it, winning it and 
defending it. Of course Christicns want pence, cnd it is a simple matter for Chris- 
tian sermonizing on this required theme to pass over imperceptibly into what we 
would regard as political propagande. Yet, as Chinese would be quick to point out, 
this is from their point of view by no means avoided in the West: the difference is 


that there the pressure is mich lighter. 


(3) The N.C.C. cond other national Christian organizations. The sudden freezing 


of American assets at the end of last yeur geve an unexpected and tremencous impetus 
to the Chinese Church movement for self-support. Instead of the five years original- 
ly proposed for the transition to complete financic1 independence, racical adjust 
ments became immediately necessary. Governments orders calling for registration of 
all cultur:1, religious and relief org:nizations which had been depending wholly or 
in pert upon Americ:n funds, with the thoroughgoing investigations consequently in- 
volved, led to rapid decisions upon the part of most nctional Christicn bodies to 
cease receiving foreign subsidies as from this year, Regioncl cnc loc:l Churches and 
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institutions have naturally tended to follow suit, and this movement has culmincted 
in the conference recently concluded in Peking, which will be reported upon in the 
next section below. Owing to Labour Union regulations, it has been extremely diffi- 
cult if not impossible to reduce staff, thus hindering one of the obvious steps to- 
wards meeting un emergency need to become self-supporting within the immediate 
future. There has been no time for the quiet atc steady building up of the spiritucl 
basis cnd ectual practice of real and widespread giving in support of nctional organi- 
zations. Past policy has natur«:lly concentrated upon locel self-support first, with 
the idee that it hus been as yet unfair to expect local bodies, which have not or hav 
scarcely themselves achieved self-support, to undertcke the burden of supporting 
national orgenizations, end that such national bodies would therefore be the last to 
become self-supporting. In the present circumstunces many of the nationcl Christicn 
orgcnizations do not know how they will be able to continue once such reserves as 
they have sre used up. In muny czses the weakest spots in the churacters of stcff 
personnel of these bodies have been shown up, even to the point of unedifying labour 
disputes; yet it must be remembered thet it is questions of livelihooc, riuther than 
demonstrations of cupidity, which have been occasioned. On the other hand, several 
Christi:n leaders heve decluredc their uetermination to carry on with little or no 
salcry when present funds have been cxhzusted; meanwhile there hive of course been 
agreements on immediate salcry cuts. The org:nizcation which to ny knowledge has 
shown up best in view of this particulcr testing is the Ni.tional Committee Y.M.C.A. 
By next year drastic chinges will cert<inly have taken place in most of these organi-- 
zations, but prediction woulc be as difficult as it would be unwise. Probably in 
order to gain more indigenous roots, most of these organizations which have in the 
past so heavily depended upon Western funds will heve to undergo a process of death 
and rebirth, to grow agcin from grass-rocts upwards. Not all are likely to win 
through to such a resurrection, nor would this necessarily be desircble. 


As regerds the N.C.C. the very consicerations which made George Wu so de- 
termined to resign from the Gener:.1 Secretiryship a yeur cgo remained in the main 
unchinged when he felt compelled by circumstances cnd loyalty to the Council to 
assume the position of Executive Chcirmn shortly after his election as Chairman of 
the Council at the last Biennial Meeting. All endeavoours to secure « new General 
Secretary hcd unfortunately failed. After a period of unhappy struggling by the 
staff, a reorganization was effected on the basis of closing departmental work, end 
leaving < small team of secretaries to address themselves only to major issues con- 
fronting the Christian Movement as « whole. The secretaries remcining are C. T. Lin, 
C. S. Wang, Y. Y. Lin and Doris Pan Wang = it being a matter of common remark and 
regret that the first three named, as also the Executive-Chairman, ere all Fukienese. 
There was a wonderful opportunity after the Biennial Meeting for the N.C.C. to give 
much desired leadership in the movements for Church Reform and Independence which 
had been so enthusiastically encorsed at the -Conference. Unfortunately, however, the 
N.C.C., at least until recently, has seemed so pre-occupied with setting its own 
internal affairs in order that it has had little time or inability to seize the 
golden hour for implementing its new basis of operations. In spite of this failure 
to give leadership at a very critic.l and yet potentially creative tine, both 
Lutherans and Seventh Day Adventists have joined in membership with the N.C.C. It 
has yet to be seen whether the Council can win the position offered to it last 
October - or indeed whether 4 strong N.CcC. would in-fact, under present conditions, 
be either possible or of real service to the Christicn Cause. It is at any rete 
certain thct it will be utterly unable to fulfill one of its original functions, 
that of maintaining and fostering fellowship with Churches in the West. But this 
again leeds into another subject, which will be dealt. with seperately below. 


(4) The Ap eking Conference. From April 16th to 21st ae conference has 
been held under Government auspices in Peking to discuss matters releting to all 


Christian organizations which have been receiving subsidies from America. This was 
attended by just over 150 representatives, classified as follows; 28 from national 
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orgenizations, 26 from regional, 56 from local, anc 47 specially invited individuals. 
Among those requested to attend were eat least some whom I believe to have been in- 
vited with a view to further pressure and indoctrination. Last December, regulctions 
were issued by the Government regarding Church bodies coming under this specific 

_ category, which of course covers the larger pert of the Christian Movement in China. 
This conference was called to discuss these regulations, and formally to adopt 
relevant resolutions then agreed upon. The Government,however,used this opportunity, 
not only through its own spokesmen to illustrate ways in which imperialism has hither- 
to been rempant within the borders of the Church, but also to insist thet Christicns 
themselves publicly admit the truth of such accusations by indicting people by name. 
Reacing between the lines of such reports as have so far appeared in the Chinese news- 
papers, it would appecr as if in some way it was intimated to many organizations or 
persons that they must make specific indictments of someone connected with their own 
organization. Those mentioned by name in the newspaper account which I saw included 
Timothy Richerd - an extraordinary example of American Imperislisml! The others were 
Dr. Frenk Price, Bishop W. Y. Chen, Dr. S. C. Leung, Mr. Ku Jen-en, Bishop Y. Y. Tsu 
end Mr. E. Lockwood. Severcl different people were involved in the cttack on Dr. 
Price; the accusations made seem to have been more or less confined to factucl stcte- 
ments of his previous connections with the former regime and to excerpts from his 
writings. Up to the time of my leaving Shanghai, Dr. anc Mrs. Price had been left 
quite untouched in Sh:nghsi, although they had then been waiting in vain for over 
three cand a half months for their exit permits. Whct repercussions mey follow these 
open accusations have yet to be seen. Bishop W. Y. Chen hed already been under 
arrest for some time prior to the Peking Conference; the eccusations against him alsc 
concern his previous connections with the former regime, as well as an alleged 
possession of « wireless transmitting set. I was told thet « date had been fixed for 
his public trial in Chungking, and thet the Churches there had perforce to partici- 
pate therein. Mr. Ku has also been uncer arrest for some time; he was a prominent 
evangelist and feith—healer, whose own confession, printed at length in the news- 
papers, even as it stood failed to convince me of any connections or activities which 
could legitimately be regarced as relating to espionege. The other three persons 
named are all out of China. As detailed reports of these and similer accusations or 
triels will probably be reported elsewhere, I will not elaborate here. I am con- 
vinced thet this pert of the proceedings must have been 2 time of unspeckable 

tension and distress for many of the Christians involvec. Yet I myself find it in- 
possible to condone, even in such circumstances, the reported remarks of ca well- 
known evangelist, asking why it was th.t the Church was not more vigilent, so as to 
expose people like Bishop Chen and Mr. Ku before the Government had itself detected 
and arrested them. Terrorism in the Church cannot be avoided, but Christicns need 
not call for it, 


A Statement was issued from this conference of representatives of the 
various Protestent Christian Churches and organizations, which was «ddressed "To 
fellow Christiuns throughout China and throughout the whole world." This Stctement 
deserves translation in full: I regret that in my present circumstances I have no 
time to do this, but no doubt it will be done by others. The opening section de- 
clares opposition to American Imperialism, to the use of atomic weapons, to the 
meking of any unilaterial peace with Japan, and to the rearming of Japan and of 
Western Germany. "We wish to unite with peace-loving Christi:ns throughout the 
world in opposing all these ways in which American Imperialism seeks to disrupt 
World Peace". The document goes on to declzcre that imperialism has made consistent 
use of Christianity as a toold of its aggressive purposes. The resolution of the 
Central Comittee of the World Council of Churches meeting in Toronto which dealt with 
the Korean Wer is specificiclly cited, «nd a great protest is made against this 
ection, the voice of which is declared to be that of the State Department of the 
U.S.A. Government, while it is maintuined that Dulles, as "A tool of Well Street and 
an instigator of the Korean War" was behind it. The signatories also say thet they 
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wish to expose American plotting during the past hundred years to use the missionary 
movement in Chine for culturcl aggression and espionage purposes. A further section 
proclaims thanks and enthusicstic support to the Government for the regulations 
which have been drawn up, giving as they do a grect impetus to the independence 
movement among the Churches. "We are confident", they maintain, "that Chinese Chris- 
tians in reliance upon God, and under the bold and enlightened leadership of Chairmen 
Mao, with the encouragement end aid of the Government,.can in their own strength 
alone establish Christian work which will be better, purer and more able to serve the 
people", They then solemnly declare that they are now definitely, completely and 
forever, cutting off all connections with American and other Mission Boards (note 
Missions, not Churches). They conclude by scying that ull local Churches, Christian 
organizations end Christicn publications must be enlisted in active participation in 
the "Resist America end Aid Korea Movement," in supporting World Peace Congress pro- 
posuls for . Five-Power Peace Treaty, and in signing Pctriotic Pacts. In their final 
pledges of support for Government policies cnd progrim, they include assistance to 
the Government in exposing reactionaries within Christian orgenizations, cnd the 
promotion of e movement to indict impericlistic anc corrupt reactionery elements. 
The "Ta Kung Pao" reported th.t there were 153 signatures (c<lmost the full nuaber of 
those attending the Conference), but only listed about 40 names. This list was head- 
ed by the usual group of former P. P. C. C. delegates, and also included Bishop 
Stephen Tseng (Hankow), the Rev. Ys S. Tom (General Secretary of the C. C. C. 
Kwengtung Synod), and Drs. T. C. Chao, Wu Yi-fang, anc Francis Wei. The names of 

rominent Church lezgers, such «s Robin Chen, H. H. Tsui, George Wu, Luther Shco and 
ay others were not given. If they uid not sign, it would indeed be significant; but 
the truth of the matter has yet to be known. 


(5) Developments to be Anticipated. Even without the explicit declaration to 
this effect in the Statement, one wouid certainly cnticipate th:t the signal hgs now 


been given for e widespread movement of 'cccusation meetings' throughout the Churches 
ond Christicen orgenizations, ct which indictments will be made of both missionaries 
end Chinese Christians. Wherever and to the extent needed, no doubt a powerful 
stimulus will be applied to mike Christicns show in this way their patriotism and. 
"common politice1l stend" with "the people". Prob.bly in meny places, and ct least 
at first, accusations will be levelled egcinst those who are scfely out of the 
country, or who heve alreccy been arrested, tut I cannot believe that Christicns will 
be permitted to stop there. The new regime is dicabolicclly clever in its use of 
stages which start ct some "reasoncble" point, but inexorcbly lead successively to an 
extreme position, down 4 slippery slope affording no foothold or logiccl stopping 
place. I dare not believe thet there will not be terrorism inside the Church, from 
within the Church, though inspired from without end based on fecr, 


Quite a large number of missionaries cre «<lready in prison in verious part: 
of the country, though this is not common knowledge yet within Chinc. Some have beer 
formally sentenced, some heave been subjected to public "trials", others are being 
held in comparative secrecy; some really have been foolish enough (#@.g. through 
possession of arms or transmitting sets) to afford colour to charges of espionage, 
while others have been victims of frame-ups.. I have been given < very circumsteantic] 
account of one missionary who wes arrested on the charge of having « gun, which had 
been 'planted' during the course of a police sexrch, upon whose signed factucl state- 
ment was superimposed « spurious 'confession', and whose subsequent decth was dis- 
guised as suicide. He wes not the only ‘suicide! already reported. There will al- 
most certcinly be an increasing number of victims, now that this new cximpcign hzs 
been launched. Pray, brethren, pray. I cannot believe thct, humanly specking, there 
is any other way of helping in such « situation. Neither formal protests nor 
incignation meetings will aviil. Most of those who have stayed in Chine up to this 
point have realized tht they have deliberately taken the risks in which they are 
involved. Let nothing be cone to spoil the witness which they themselves will de- 
sire to meke. There can be very, very few who now still have the opportunity of 
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making a real contribution to the life of the Church in Chine. Let us pray that as 
many as possible may yet receive permission ‘o leave. 


As the political purge of the Church proceeds, not only will tragic week- 
nesses be revealed, but those who truly love the Lord will be more and more closely 
bound together in their common faith. The move towards Christian unity, already long 
dear to the hearts of most of those Chinese Christians whose Churches have had the 
deepest connections with the denominational Churches of the West, will probebly grow 
apace, though it is difficult to predict as yet the outcome of this cnticipsted 
drawing together. Chinese themselves will realize thet «lthough orgenizational unity 
would mean increased strength in many ways, yet on the other hand it might render 
them still further susceptible to political pressures. Exigenices of self-support 
will help to ensure tht only those organizations which Christians generclly deem 
vitelly necessary for the well-being of the Christian Movement will survive or be 
created in ¢oming yezrs, 


In addition to cutonomy and self-support, the question of self-propugation 
is being given increasing attention by many Chinese Christi:n lesders today. The 
meaning being attached to this term, however, emphasises not so much the missionary 
responsibilities of the Chinese Church, as the desire for c new theology, free from 
the influences of Western imperialistic culture, and more consonant with the think- 
ing of New Democracy. The Chinese Church is in gener:1 so innocent of any theologi- 
cal thinking of its own thct cny stimulus to deep study of the content of the Christ- 
ian feith is to be welcomed, even though one cannot be very optimistic as to its 
probable results, from the standpoint of the Universal Church. On the neg: tive side, 
this new emphasis may serve a useful purpose in challenging various traditional inter. 
pretctions und assumptions of Western theology. The Bible is probably being better . 
studied by Chinese Christizns tod.y than ever before (and it has been e joy to 
witness the quclity and quantity of Bible study materinls now being prepered end 
issued by the Nctional Y.M.C.A.). M-.rxism is driving Christi.ns to seek < sounder 
understanding of their own fi.ith. The natural desire to find bridges between Christ- 
ianity and matericlism will lead many to discover the true incompatibilities of the 
former with any purely materialistic philosophy. Mecnwhile the Chinese Church enm- 
barks on its own seurch «efter the reclities of the Gospel. We may well trust then 
to the Bible - and to God: though they would do better had they mde more \truly 
their own the treasures of the Church's heritage. 


(6) The Iron Curtain end the Ecumenical Movement, The joke cbout the Iron 


Curtcin inevitcbdly becoming « Bumboo one in China was as intelligent as it wes 
humourous, as anyone who has known China will appreciate - but it has proved fclse, 
along with so many other natural assumptions based on Chinese chcrecteristics cs 
over against Communist theory and practice. For it is the latter which in ean amaz- 
ing way are showing themselves stronger at every turn. Yet this clso is on account 
of a fundamental Chinese trait, the instinctive fearful caution which makes China 
particularly susceptible to efficient police state methods. And the Communists are 
nothing if not efficient, even in China, in imposing propaganda and all kinds of 
pressure, once power is in their hands. 


The People's Government is not isolationist, but it interprets the word 
"international" with an "Eastern Bloc" connotction, though it will probably use the 
phrase "ell peace-loving countries". Yet how often do we, in fact though not in 
intention, give a similarly one-sided reference to this word? From a Chinese point 
of view, the Ecumenical Movement is almost exclusively Western, though neither by 
essenticl nature nor design. All contacts will therefore be viewed with the deepest 
suspicion by the Government. The Church in Chinc has clready been led to repudicte 
all connections whatsoever with Western Mission Boerds. Technically specking, this 
certuinly does not meau with Churches in the West; practically, however, there will 
probably be little or no distinction. Only a very few, completely trusted lecders 


% 
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will be permitted to travel abroad, at least where travel means crossing beyond the 
Curtein. Others will not even risk the dangers of applying for a permit, in view of 
the questions which would be raised, cnd of the disadventage which would result 
should permission be requested ind refused. Western Christian leaders will certain- 
ly not be griunted entry viscs, but nor would Chinese Christians welcome the visit of 
even, say, Indian lecders. Though they might perhczps secure permission to enter, and 
glad though the Chinese Church would otherwise be to welcome the ecumenical contact, 
yet it is fecred that more harm than good would «.ccrue from such <« visit, which would 
be officiclly watched at every turn, cnd might result at least in consider:.ble en- 
berrassment to the Chinese hosts. There is, moreover, c growing fecr of censorship 
of all correspondence with ubrozd, including Hongkong. The Worid Council of Churches 
(as well as the Vaticcn) has been publicly branded not merely as a centre of Western 
Impericlistic influence, but more specific:.lly as*‘a tool of American cggression. 
Even to receive general messcges or pronouncements from the W. C. C. is likely to be 
regcrded as < serious offence. 


Although couched in general terms, what I heve said above has been squarely 
based upon statements made to me personally by Chinese leaders. I have been 
specifically requested, for example, to convey a message to the W. C.C. from the 
Church of Christ in China, asking them not to send cny further pronouncements to thet 
Church, Coupled with complete control of the press, the treasonable nz-ture of 
listening to the "Voic. of Americ«" broadcasts, etc., this situation cuts off the 
Church in China from the Churches in the West as completely as any other Iron Curtain 
in the world. Before the end of this yeur clmost the only Protest<nt missionaries 
remaining in Chinu will be those detcined by the Government. It is true thi:t at an 
earlier stage the Premier seemed to suggest thct -fter the Church in Chin: had "set 
its own house in order", it might then be «ble to invite suitcble guests from abroad. 
It is also true thi.t Chinese Christi_ns h:ve said tht cfter attaining its complete 
independence, the Chinese Church will be in a much stronger position to participate 
in the Ecumenical Movement. But it is difficult to believe that in the foreseeable 
future eny preventeble chinks in the Curt<in will be allowed. Prayer can and will 
surmount the berriers. But where is the witness of one worlc- wide Church? Czsn the 
Eastern Orthodox Church be « medium of communication and fellowship? To date, clas, 
this Church has not seemed ready or able to stretch out its hand to the Chinese 
Church. Huncnly speaking, the Iron Curtcin is defeating the Ecumenical Movenent, 

Yet cssuredly the latter is a movement of the Spirit. We cannot, therefore, speak 
at mocrely humzn levels. 


(7) Our Attitude tow.rds the Church in Chine. For the missionary in Chinz, 


these have indeed been trying cand soul-secrching days. What is one to think? We 
must not tremble for the Ark of God. I, for one, feel no temptation to do so. The 
tricls which cre so sorely falling upon our brethren in the Chinese Church cre 
manifestly providenticl instruments in the hand of the Lord. As so often, God's ways 
ere not our woys. But He succeeds where we have fciled. Within two years the Church 
in Chin: has mde grecter progress towards many of the acknowledged gouls that we 
have held in common than during the past two decades. He maketh even the wrath of 
man to praise Hin. The trial of our faith is always precious, testing our work, and 
refining the gold. How inevitcbly apposite do Scripturel phrases seem at times like 
these. Yet at this time, when judgment has indeed begun at the house of God, there 
is, for many of us at lecst, a feeling of disappointment and distress, arising not 
from the testing of circumstances, but from cert-in failures in the way the Chinese 
Church has met them. Yet realizing that the Church which hes had to face such deep- 
searching trials is one which has but now 'come of cge', and is mking grave de- 
cisions for the first time completely on its own (the Sino-Japunese war period not 
excepted), and remembering also the tremendous mistukes which have been made from 
time to time by Churches in the West (especi:.lly in time of war), is it surprising 
if there have been serious errors? Is not this one of the times when our Master's 
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words ring in our ears, "Judge not, that ye be not judged"? We are called neither 
to condone nor to condemn. It is our duty to try, through sympathy and with 
realism, to understand what has happenec,. 


The Chinese way of meeting c storm, as hus been said above, is to bend to 


it, rather then defy it. Chinese Churth leaders have repeatedly declured that, whet- 
Fxor, boppens, they will remain true to the Christicn fcith, end loyal to-their Lord. 
n S they expect, and deserve, thet we shall implicitly trust.them. If this were 


not in their hearts, they would have already left the Church, for Chinese are 
especizlly quick et sensing cnd sizing up c situation, and their growing trials have 
not taken them unawares. Some of them have perhaps been rather optimistic cs to the 
content of the religious freedom guzranteed to "the people" (i.e. those with full 
citizenship rights) by the "Commond Political Platform". All have been convinced of 
the Church's need to establish in the eyes of the Government its patriotism and pro- 
gressive political stend. The relation of Christianity in Chins to privileges gr:.nt- 
ed under the Unequal Treaties has gravely comprgqmised and embarrassed Chinese Christ- 
icns, and made them the more recdy to repudicte Mission connections. Some of the 
charges of "imperialism" levelled against the missionury movement have in fect been 
based upon 4 measure of real truth. It seems to me, however, that it cannot be denied 
that Chinese colleagues have been too ready to dissocizte themselves from the mission- 
ary movement, and too ready to ccquiesce in indictments of the missionary as a politi- 
cal agent or even a spy. Without here going into detcil, I would maintcin that in 
general Chinese themselves have beon equally at fault with missionaries in those 
aspects or incidents in the Christicn Movement in China which may justly be criticized 
as "imperialistic", in the wide ccnnotc<tion now given to that word. The actual 
failure in Christian love which has cppecred to them in the guise of political 
necessity has been a sin cgainst truth as well as agcinst fellowship, the results of 
which must be more serious for the Chinese Church thn for those whom they have re- 
pudiated. But the situation has not appecred to them as it has to us. Perheps one 
day it will. The one course of action which I felt utterly sure about during the 
difficult experiences preceding and following my own resignation from the N.C.C. (the 
acceptance of which was of course a Chinese decision) was that the missionary himself 
should not in &ny way fail, or seem to fail, in love. Yet how terribly have Christicns 
din the West often fuiled in Christicn love during c time of war. And under a Con- 
munist—inspired regime, there is always a war psychology, whether, there happens to be 
actual fighting in progress or not. Hed the Chinese Christicn been more loyal to his 
foreign colleague, the Church would undoubtedly have suffered for it - but then the 
Church might have suffered on obviously Christian ground, instecd of having its 
Christian platform swept away from beneeth its feet. There will be much suffering for 
the Church in future, but ostensibly it wilf/~ways now be on political grounds. Yet 
the Chinese Church it seemec! us if defence of the missionary cuuse wes politicclly 
efensible; they were entirely right in realizing that the missionzry would have to 
leave the country anywey; they fecred that by refusing to respond to the Government's 
offer of religious liberty conditional upon a politicz.l 'clecn sheet', they would 
- forfeit this essenticl freedom, limited though it be; many who.are spiritually ready 
for martydom desired thct offering to be made, when it had to be, on what would to 
the Chinese be obviously religious and not politiccl grounds. Therefore, "Judge not, 
thet ye be not judged". The error has been one of judgment, rather thzn of principle; 
if it should seem to us that greater Christian love cnd a keener sense of truth would 
have saved our brethren from this fcilure, it is all the more essential thet we our- 
selves pray, not only for them, but also that we may be delivered from a like fcilure 
in our turn. And let us continue to trust our friends; they have not ceesed to trust 
US. 


The only weapons with which we can succour our friends in China are 
spiritual. In all material and outwerd ways we must accept the "Hancs off" policy 
imposed by the Government, and fully accepted perforce by the Chinese Church. No 
offers of financisl help should be made to either organizations or individucls. Should 


. 
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requests for such aid come in « responsible manner from the other side, then of 
course we should be eager to assist, if wise arrangements eppear possible - tut such 
requests cre hardly to be anticipated. No officicl messages, not even greetings, 
should be sent from Western Church bodies to the Chinese Churches. If letters cre 
sent to individual Chinese friends, they should be brief, entirely non-political, 
and free from any obscurity or allusiveness which might appecr suspicious to cn ex- 
tremely conscientious censor, even though the remarks be in fect entirely innocent. 
If no reply is received, do not write again. In case these suggested "rules" do. not 
appear obvious to all, let me illustrate their importance by actucl things which hcve 
already happened. Telegrems which cume cat a critical stage many months «go, offering 
financial help to the Christian Colleges (which needless to say would have been 
grectly welcomed) were used by the Government for propagende purposes in the news- 
papers, illustriting blctant American efforts to seduce the Colleges from loy..lty to 
the new regime (sic); College presidents had publicly to denounce the intenced 
donors, anc declare their intention of ignoring these offers with the contempt they 
deserved. Last month at the Peking conference, public anc specific reference was 
made to the fact that the C.C.C., in an issue of its Chinese bulletin last year, had 
printed the reply sent by the China Comaittee of F.M.C. to the letter addressed to 
them in the previous year by a group of indivicucl Chinese Christicn leaders, The 
F.M.C. reply had in fact been «<n cltogether cadmircble document, showing real under- 
stancing, appreciation, sympathy, anc co-operation with the Chinese Church in its 
new situation under a new regime. At the time I hac been Cisappointed that Chinese 
colleagues had made no public reference in meetings, and had given comparatively 
little publicity, to this Reply, which secuecd such a splendi. and timely answer to 
the anti-American sentiment then beginning to be fostered in Christisn circles by the 
Government, but sure enough, a year leter this letter has been employed as «n in- 
strument agcinst the Chinese Church. Charges of espionage are based on such slender, 
"evidence" as correspondence with foreigners of anti-Communist sympathies. A 
Chinese friend of mine compleined strongly about a letter he hea recently received 
from a former Western friena, expostulating with him about an article he hac written 
in an issue of the Chinese bulletin of his own orgenization, pointing out th-t the 
Westerner had in fact been undiscerning cnd mistaken about his position, that he 
could not write a frank reply, and that even receipt. of such a letter, if read by c 
censor, might crecte cifficulties for hin (maybe a long time after it had been 
forgotten!) No, our Chinese friends have to face their problems entirely «lone; we 
cannot help, but we cen easily hurt them - through the things also which we szy or 
write in our own countries (cnu by injudicious use of this present letter{t) Let us 
surround and support them, then, by prayer, trust them, not blindly or sentimentally, 
but as ‘pperfect Christicns like ourselves; anc have conficence in Goc. 


(8) Christian Litercture. One material way of help of real importance 

_ does however so far remain open to us. Repeated requests have been mace for the best 
up-to-date books on theology, Bible study, the devotional life, etc. Of course 
selection has to be made judiciously, but most non-tendentious books unless referring 
specificially to political issues or expressing «nti-Commmistic sentiments woulc be 
grectly welcomed. Our Chinese friends «re very eager to be helped in their religious 
thinking, ana in keeping as wice Christicn horizons as possible, though anything by 
way of propagenda will niturclly be resented. Books should be sent in small parcels, 
not in bulk, anu mey be aduressed either to individuels, or to organizations like the 
Council of Christicn Publishers or the N-tional Christian Council. 


Christian publishers in China will undoubtedly be forcec into closer rela- 
tions, and « United Publishing Board seems likely; they will be strictly controlled, 
and will be expected to publish a certain amount of patriotic or progressive matericls 
good hopes are, however, ct present entertained that they will be able to produce 
strictly religious materials. It will probebly be impossible, however, for any 
assistance to be given to this enterprise from the West (or from Hongkong). If in 


course of time a publishing <cgency should be set up in Hongkong or Singapore, with 
the neecs of overseas Chinese as its objective, some of its publications would 
almost certainly trickle into Chinc, provided no attempt were made to send books in 
officielly or in bulk, and provided the organization avoided getting a black mark 
(no easy task!) and thus having its productions explicitly proscribed. 


(9) What can we Learn? This is « question numberless missionaries and Mission 
Bocrd executives must be asking themselves in relation to the present end of the 
missionary era in China. It is still rather too early to have mature reflections, 
and the subject is one which demands much co-operative thinking. Nor dare I attempt 
to say much in the rush to finish this before starting on the trevels of my present 
tour in India. Mzy I therefore conclude this Newsletter with an cppecl for sufficien 
honesty and humility to encble us to learn all th-t God has to teach us from the 
divine judgments and promises of mercy which attend every crisis und catastrophe of 
history? This close of an era would have come however the missionary enterprise had 
been conducted, but in the munner it has fallen upon the Church, and in the light it 
sheds upon achievements and failures, we can see many lessons which mzy yet modify 
mission policies elsewhere. The chief of these is undoubtedly the inadequacy of our 
policies of devolution during the many yecrs thct we have sought to foster the 
growth of « truly indigenous and independent Church. The way in which money sub- 
sidies have been made has for the most part failed to stimulate intelligent and 
sacrificial giving on the part of Chinese Christians. Nor has there been widespread 
teaching of the spiritual basis of self-support. Few Missions can review with 
satisfaction the attention paid to, anu results won from their methods of leadership 
training, whether of ordinands or laymen. Those Churches are obviously in the 
strongest position now whose teuching has given due emphasis to sound doctrine on the 
nature of the Church itself. Large educational and medical institutions have 
certainly played an extremely valucble and strategic part in the history of mission- 
ary work in Chine, but knowing how impossible it would be for the Chinese Church 
itself to support such an immense superstructure (quite apart from the speciel 
factors of taxation and Government control tod:y), we hve yet succumbed to the 
natural human weakness of perpetuating institutions, often at the expense of other 
work more vitally important to the Christian cause in its development, instead of 
planning for their ultimate turn over to privcte agencies or secular cuthorities. 
Evangelistic work has been far too immobile, and tied up with property considerations 
Buch, for what they are worth, are some of the reflections which I personally want 
to think through. But they cre far from exhaustivel 


Will a new era of foreign missionary work dewn in China at some future 
date? I doubt it - and hope not}! If and when the time comes for some missionaries 
ut least to return (within « future for which we cunnot reclistically plan), I 
trust that they will go to Chine cnd work there solely as invited colleagues within 
the enterprise of the Chinese Church, The Church that survives should certainly 
carry the responsibility for the future of its own expansion, und any lcter foreign 
assistance to its tasks should be entirely centered in, and based upon the Chinese ~* 
Church itself. 


Wallace C. Merwin 
Secretary 
China. Committee 
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CHINA COMMITTEE 
NOT FOR PUBLICATION 


I. STATEMINT ISSUED AT CONCLUSION OF CONFERENCE HELD IN PEKING, April 16-21, 1951. 
NOTE: This statement was released by Peking on April 24th. The follosing is a 
translation of the Chinese text which appeared in the Hongkong "Ta Kung Pao" on 
April 27th. The conference was attended by 15] representatives of Christian org- 
anizations which formerly received grants from America, and was clearly held un- 
der government auspices, though it is not known how the dlegates were selected. 
The list of signatures appended contained only 20 names, but there was no indic- 
ation that it was a complete list. This is an unofficial translation, and 
some terms in Chinese are capable of various interpretations, but we believe it 
to be an accurate rendering of the document, Ed.) 


"\, the representatives of all Protestant churches and organizations in China, 
gathered in the capital city, Peking, to attend a conference of Protestant Christ- 
ian organizations receiving American financial aid, called by the Central Gov- 
ermment's Committee on Cultural and Educational Affairs, issue the following 
statement - to fellow-Christians in China, and in the whole world: 


"At this time when the strength of peace is growing among the people of the world, 
imperialism has already reached its last days. The encroachment of American imp- 
erialism in Korea and Taiwan is a final show of strength before death. American 
imperialism is now arming Japan and Western Germany, preparing to attain its agg- 
ressive objectives, once again preparing to kill multitudes of people, but it will 
not attain its objective. In Korea it has already met the force of the people of 
China and Korea - it will yet experience in the end defeat and death, 


"We strongly oppose this American imperialistic aggressive plan, we strongly op- 
pose the use of atomic weapons, we oppose a separate peace treaty with Japan and 
oppose rearming Japan, oppose rearming .estern Germany. we wish to unite with all 


Christians in the world who love peace and «nvose all schemes of American imperial- 


ism to break up peace programs. 


"But most Christians in the world are good. It is the wicked imperialists who use 
the church as their tool of aggression. In July 1950 the Executive Committee of 

- the World Council of Churches met in Toronto, Canada, and passed a resolution con- 
cerning the war in Korea, branding the North Korean government as an aggressor, 
and appealing to the United Nations to exhort member nations to take part in 
‘police action’ in Korea, and opposing the signed appeal of five hundred million 
people (the Stockholm Peace Appeal) against the use of atomic weapons, 


"This resolution distorts truth. It is contrary to the desires of peace-loving 
people of the world, This resolution of the World Council of Churches echoes the 
voice of the United States Congress, If one examines this truth-distorting res- 
olution of the World Council, one can see that the World Council is the tool of 
Wall Street, and of that instigator of the Korean war, Dulles. We express our 
wish to expose U. S. imperialism, which during the past period of over a hundred 
years has made use of the church's work in evangelism and cultural activities to 
carry out its sinister policy. In our Manifesto of September 1950 we emphasized 
the breaking-off of relations between the church in China and imperialism, the 
purging out from the church of all imperialistic influences. We feel that the 
breaking off of all imperialistic connections and the purging out of all imperial- 
istic influences is the direction that should be energetically pursued by the 

church in China and all Christians in the world, We mst cleanse the Holy Temple 
of God, and preserve the purity of the church, 


os 
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"On December 29 1950 the Legislative Yuan of the Central Peoples’ Government an- 
nounced its decision concerning the 'Plan to control cultural, educational and re- 
lief organizations and religious bodies receiving American financial aid.' At this 
present meeting, we have discussed the draft proposed by the Government concerning 
the plan to be adopted by Protestant religious bodies receiving American financial 
grants, We have also heard the reports of Government leaders and had detailed 
discussions. We recognize that the plan of the Central Peoples’ Government for the 
protection of the Protestant elmrch ‘s certainly careful, complete and very sat- 
isfactory. The 5th section of the Common Program guarantecs the people's freedom 
of religion and belief; moreover, we have received freedom of religion and belief, 
and this state of affairs has greatly encouraged and strengthened Protestan® Christ- 
ians in self-government, sclf-support and independent evangelism. In regard to 
these government arrangements, we not only gladly accept them, but we also express 
the gratitude of our hearts. American imperialism wishes to use the method of 
freezing assets to cause those Protestant churches and enterprises dependent upon 
foreign funds to fall into despair. Mut the People’s Government helped us to pro- 
gress toward a bright future, We believe that the Chinese Protestant church, re- 
lying upon God, and under the aminent guidance of Chairman Mao, and with the en- 
couragement and help of the Government, will be able to mako full use of its ow. 
strength to raise up a more perfect, more pure and a fitter Christian enterprise 
to serve the people. | 
"We call upon fellow-Christians in the whole country 
(1) To resolutely support and carry out the Central Government Legislative Yuan's 
‘Plan of control for all cultural, educational and relief organizations and relig- 
ious bodies receiving American financial aid,'also the regulations concerning re- 
gistration for cultural, educational and relief organizations and religious bodies 
receiving foreign financial aid and having transactions in foreign exchange, to- 
gether with the resolutions received from the Legislative Yuan and passed by the 
full meeting concerning ‘the method of control for Protestant Christian bodies re- 


ceiving American financial aid.'’. And finally, to thoroughly, permanently and com 
oletely sever . all relations th American missions and all other missions, thus 
rcalizing sclf-Zovernmont, self-suppo and sclf-propagation in the Chinse church. 


(2) To enthusiastically take part in the 'oppose America, support Korea!’ movement P 
strongly support the resolution of the Executive of the World Peace Movement con- 
corning the five nations peace treaty, support all decisions of the ‘oppose America. 
support Korea’ People's Central Organization, also make known and definitely carry 


ou the patriotic program, Every local church, overy ¢ 


D- ation must impicme the 


(3) To support the Common Program, support the Government land reform policy and 
support the Government in the repression of anti-revolutionaries, obey all Gov- 
ermment laws, positively respond to the Government commands, and exert every ef~ 
fort in the reconstruction of the natibn. We want to be more alert, to resolutely 
rej.ct the blandishments of imperialisn, e Gove ve 
ounish anti-revolutionary and corrapt elements withir e Protestant church; to 
resolutely oppose the secret plans of imperialista and reactionaries who wish to 
destroy the ‘three-self' movement; also encourage and spread the movement in each 
Christian organization and denounce imperialists sai anti-revolutionary 
elements, 


(4) To increase patriotic education, greatly enlarge the study movement in order 
to increase the political consciousness of Christians. Finally, we call upon all 
Christians to continue to promote and enlarge the campaign to secure signatures 
to revolutionary documents and firmly resolve to make effective the ‘three sclf! 


body, every Christian 
eve 
this propaganda known to ovory Christian. ore 
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mission of the church, and with the highest enthusiasm welcome the unlimited, glo- 
rious future of the People's Republic of China. 


. OBJE SS FOR THE EFFORT TO Bi MADE FROM NOW ON IN CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS. 
Translation | 

On March 16th there was held at the Head Office of the Central Publications Bureau 
in Peking, a Conference of Christian Publishers, The seven represcntatives of 
the Christian publsishers who were present were Y, T, Wu, (Association Press) 
W. B. Djang, (Council of Christian Publishers) T. Y, Hu, (CLS) Y, C. Chin, (China 
Baptist Publications) T. H. Sun (CLS) Ch'en Chien hsun (Lutheran) Li su-liang. There 
were also present Hu Yu-chih, Chairman of the Central Publications Bureau, and 
officials of the Press Burcou of Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai, and Hankow,:all of whom 
took part in the discussions. The’listened to reports from the Christian publishers 
and discussed and passed resolutions on "The objective for the cffort to be made from 
now on in Christian Publications." The meeting was closed victoriously on March 22nd, 


PURPOSES : 

(1) To call upon all Christian Literature organizations who have not yet ceased takin; 
subsidies from abroad to immediately stop taking any kind of forcign financial aid, 
regardless of source or method by which they are reccived, 

(2) To call upon all Christian Literature organizations to thoroughly cleanse their 
thinking and all other aspects of their work of all imperialistic influences and to 
promote the "three-sclf" movement. 

(3) To serupulously observe the "Kung T'ung Kang Ling (Common Program) and to make 
all Christian Literature accord with the spirit of the Common Progran. 

(4) To actively develop the patriotic spirit of the Christian New Democrary, 

(5) To go “over the top" in ridding the literature of all Western capitalistic trad- 
itions and imperialistic influences which are not suitable to the climate of the Now 
China. Encourage original work, expecting to base them on Christian fundamentals and 
to establish elements of Chinese Christian thought, | 
(6) By respecting "Freedom of religion" and the principles of division of labour, of 
specialization and cooperation, unite to investigate the entire country's Christian 
publications and to proceed step by stp to compléte unification of all publications. 


METHODS: 

Improve and enrich the organiz-tion and functions of the Council of Christian Publish- 
ers to make it responsible for all Christian publication in the whole country and 
according to plan to promote the following work: 

(1) Readjust the literature organizations according to the necessities of the new 
environment; readjust the present publishing organizations in the entire country. 
(2) Unified plan - according to the Christian Litcrature needs for the whole country 
and through consultations and supplying methods, 

(3) Division of labour and specialization - following tho plan for unified public- 
ations and through consultations with the manber organiz-tions, fixing plans for 
specialization and division of labour, | 

(4) United publishing - according to the nature of the matcrirls to be published and 
the publising organization, promote the uniting of two or more organizations in 
unitedly publishing books and magazines, hoping to gradually reach the objective of 
a united organization of the whole group of publishers. 

(5) United distribution - because of simplified organization, distribution will be 
speeded up; immidiately establish a united distribution organization; each of the 
participating organizations will at once wind up their individual distributing organ- 
ization. 

(6) Examination of books and magazines - in order to clear out the above-mentioned 
influence of imperialism, we must truly observe the Common Program, the principles 
of patriotism, and coordinate all publications. The Council of Christian Publishers 
ought to constantly revicw all publications and make suggestions to the individual 
organizations. 
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I. COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT OF ACCUSATIONS MADE AT PEK HRISTIAN CONFERENCE 
NOTE: This is a translation of reports in the Hongkong "Ta Kung Pao" of April 24. 
It must be remembered that these are Communist reports, emanating from government- 
controlled sources, and there is no guarantee that they are accurate or reliable in 
quoting individuals or the reactions of the conference, We reproduce them becauso 
reports on this session have appeared in the press in this country. Ed.) 


EVERY DELEGATE IN THE WHOL®. BODY OF THE CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE ACCUSES AGENTS OF 
IMP.sRIALIST CRIMES 
SEVERELY BLAME FRANK PRICE AND OTHERS FOR BEING TOOLS OF AMERICAN IMPERIALIST 
AGGRESSION -— UNANIMOUSLY BEGS THE PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT TO GIVE SEVERE PUNISHMENT 


(Now China News Agency - Peking, April 22, 1951) 


"All delegates, of the whole body of Christians who had been receiving American sub- 
sidy, and who had been called to Peking to settle the matter, heard Kuo Mo-ju, 
Assistant Premier of the Legislative Yuan, Lu Ting-yi, Vice-Chairman of the Educ- 
ational Commission and the Assistant Secretary, Shao Chuan-lin. After having heard 
their reports, during the two days 17th and 18th, in small discussion groups, they 
began to understand more fully. They began to awaken more fully to an understanding 
of the long period in which American imperialism has used the Church and the rotten 
Chinese church members as their tools for aggression. During the full conference 
meetings on the 19th and 20th they began angrily to accuse the evil members of the 
Church for their use of the Church for American imperialist aggression. 


"During the two days of the full conference, 18 delegates went to the platform to 
speak, They accused the obviously evil-smelling agents of imperialism, Frank Price, 
Timothy Richards, and the rotten Chinese Christians, W, Y¥,. Ch'en, S, C. Leung, 

Ku Jen-en, and Y. Y, Tsu. The whole body of delegates unanimously requested the 
People's Government to punish severely these enemies of the People's Government} 


"The first mentioned and accused as an agent of American imperialism was the former 
Rural Work Secretary of the Church of Christ in China, Frank Price. Those who ac- 
cused him were H. He. Ts'ui, General Secretary of the Church of Christ in China; 
Luther Shao, General Secretary of the Nanking Church of Christ; T. Y. Shen, Chicf 
Editor of T'ien Feng Christian Weekly; Shih Chung-yi, Secretary of the Chekiang- 
Kiangsu Christian Rural Service Union; Shih Ju-chang, Student Secretary of the Nat- 
ional Committee, Y. W. C. A. 


FRANK PRICE CLOAKED HIS AMERICAN IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION CONSPIRACY WITH RELIGION 
AFTER LIBERATION REMAINED IN SHANGHAI MANIPULATES THE CHURCH 


"Tho accused Frank Price of cloaking his movement for American aggression with rcl- 
igion. During the war Frank Price acted as advisor to the bandit Chiang Kai~shck, 
and advisor to the forcign section of the military affairs commission, and in 
Chungking assisted in the training class for interpreters, He had close relations 
with the American Congress. In 1946 he was recommended by Marshall, the special . 
embassador to China, to be a member of the tri-partate group for 3 months. He and 
‘Shih Ju-fu', second licutonant of the American Amy, helped the bandit Chiang to 
draft a secret 'Social Educatioan Plan.' In this they planned to use American 
money in China to propag-te the doctrine of slavery. In this he said that if the 
plan could be effectuated, it could brexk down the faith of the Chinese people in 
the Communist Party. His plan was corrected by Marshall and given to the bandit 
Chiang. In 1948 he wrote a book called, "Dawn or Dusk in China'. In this book 
he falsely created rumours to villify the Chinese People's Liberation war and the 
Chinese Communist Party and energetically praised the bandit Chiang. He also said 
in the book that the bandit Chiang was the Washington of China. Before the liber- 
ation of Nanking, he went everywhere spreading rumours saying that when the Com- 
unists came there would be no freedom of faith. The fact is that he spread this 
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rumour, and as Luthvr Shao said in accusing him in the Conference, ‘After liberation 
the bells of the churches could be heard daily.' Frank Price alse wrote a book 
called "Home' and used religion to oppose Communism. He brought anti-Communist 
thinking into the homes of the Chinese Christians. Before the fall of Nanking he 
wanted all Christians to go to Formosa. He said that America would not give up For- 
mosa. After the liberation he contimued to go about Shanghai trying to break up the 
activities of the Chinese Church. But now Frank Price has come upon his last de- 
feat in shame. H,. H, Ts'ui in accusing him said angrily, ‘Formerly we suffered 
poisonous harm from imperialism and fell into their trap. But to-day the Chinese 
pcople stand erect; the Chinese Church stands erect. We will thoroughly cut off 
forever our relations with imperialism and establish the Chinese people's own Church 


W. Y. CH'EN MANY TIMES WENT TO AMERICA TO BEG AID FOR THE BANDIT CHIANG TO KILL THE 
CHINESE PSOPLE - AFTER LIBERATION HE SET UP A MILITARY RADIO STATION IN HIS OWN 
HOME = S. C. LSUNG MANY TIMES SLANDERED HIS FATHERLAND \.HEN ABROAD 


Z. T. Kaung, Bishop of the North China area ‘of the Chinese Methodist Church, and’ 
pastor li Mu-chun of the Chungking 'Luteh' Church accused the rotten Christian W. Y. 
Ch'en as the worst of the anti-revolutionary agents, He was the representative of 
the 'false' Government and had very close relations with bandit Chiang. Several 
times he went to America to request the American government to aid bandit Chiang 
Kai-shek to kill Chinese poople, After liberation he still continued his evil ways 
and refused to register as a reactionary, He set up a military radio station in his 
home and in all Methodist churches he had special agents plotting to break up the 
People's Government. Recently the People's Government arrested 13 special agents 
in the West China Methodist Church. They were all rocruited by nw. Y. Ch'en. This 
agent of American imperialism was recently arrested in Shanghai. After Bishop 
Krung accused him, he blamed himsclf for his fault in not earlier reporting this re- 
actionary. He said excitedly, 'I have determined to use the spirit of a son not 
hesitating to report to. his father, to cleanse the Church. As for agents such as 
W. ¥. Ch'en, when there/one, we must get rid of one, where there are ten, gst rid 
of ten. We will make a thoroughly clean sweep of the Church.' The delegates all 
applauded his speech and welcomed his determination. 


"The Deputy General Secretary of the National Committee of the Y. M. C. A., Kiang 
Wen-han, disclosed that the World Y. M. C. A. was under the control of Ancrican 
imperialism. At the same timc he accused the former General, Secretary, S. C. 
Loung, of taking orders from America and thus making the Y. M. C. A. wholly Americ- 
enized. In the Y. M. C. As he adopted the system of speaking English, eating wWest- 
ern food, keeping English minutes and making announcements in emglish. He considerc 
this to be the glory of the Y., while we consider it the shame. When Shanghai was 
about to be liberated, S. C. Lvuung went to Hongkong and became an officer of the 
American imperilaist-governed world Y. M. C. A. as their Secretary for East Asia, 
and plotted with American imperialists to use Southeast Asia as a base for opposing 
the New China, 


"In 1949 a Southeast Asia Christian Conference was held at Bangkok, and ‘Opposing 
Communism' was the central thume. He was one of tho supportcrs of this Confernce, 
While abroad he constantly said slanderous things about his Fatherland and even in- 
sulted it by saying, ‘It is Chinese imperialism,' Kiang Wen-han sorrowLully said, 
'S. C. Leung is no longer 2 Chinese,' Then he guarante.d that henceforth the Chin- 
ese Y. M. C. A. would decidely sever relations with S. C. Jang, the running dog of 
imperialism, and also thoroughly cleanse the Y. M. C. A. organization. 


KU JEN-EN IS AMERICAN IMPERIALIST SPY-ALREADY IMPRISONED BY OUR POLICE 

THE ENTIRE GROUP ANGRILY SHOUTED ' HE DESERVES DiATH! 

(Ed. Note-It is reported that Ku Jen-en, former motion picture star and well-known 
evangelist, has since been executed, ) 


"Already our police have arrested the american spy Ku Jen-cn. All the delegates fron 
the four cities of Tsingt2o, Shanghai, Hangchow and Tientsin, Wang Chung-sheong, Wang 
Chih-kun, Z. S. Zia, Niu Chih-fang and Ch'iao dci—hsiu, spat when they angrily rc- 
ported how he spied in these four places. Then the Mxecutive Chairman of the Con- 
ference, Y. T. Wu, read from the People's paper of that day (20th) a letter from 
Yang Shao-peng, accusing Ku Jen-cn of raping his daughter six years ago, As a re- 
sult the daughter went crazy and to this day is still bedridden, He is an ‘injure 
heaven and harm reason' rottcn Christian. This roused tho whole body of delogates 
to anger, and When Wang Chung-sheng rushed to the platform and fiercely asked, 

'Docs Ku Jon-en deserve death or does he not?! everyone at once roared in anger, 

‘Ho ought to die] He ought to diel' 


"Bishop Robin Ch'en, head of the House of Bishops of the Chinese Episcopal Church, 
accused another Fishop, Y. Y. Tsu, of linking with American imperialism to ondangor 
the welfare of the people. Y. Y. Tsu and ii, Y. Ch'on worked together in the San 

Min Chi I Youth Corps as agonts of bandit Chiang. In July, 1950, he attended the 
American imperialistic aggression's World Council of Churches. A @onference of the 
Central Committce was held in Canada, This conference passed 2. resolution supporting 
American Aggression in Korea and o posing the Stockholm Peace appeal to forhid tho 
use of the atomic bomb. From this you will see that he is a man of ‘no heart and 
liver' (ce, e., without conscience) whole-heartedly following american imperialism - 
a rotten citizen of our race. 


“Besides this the Generel Sccretrry of the Kwangtung National Christian Council, 

Hu Yi~yun, accused the american missionary spy, “Edward Lockwood, who lived there 

for 30 years. The Honorsblo General Secretary of the Christian Literature Socicty 
for China, Hu Tsu-ying, accused the famous ‘meric1n impericlist of that Society, 
TimothyRichards, The North China Union Secretary, «wong Tgu-chung, and 

the Chungking Seminary Principal Marcus Ch'un, also both accused american imperial- 
ism of using the Church to promote crimes of aggression, Zach delegate in making 
his accusations also at thc same time made fervent confdssions. Marcus Ch'en said, 
‘Rotten people like ., Y. Ch'cn and Ku Jon-cn, why do we wait to accuse them till 
after they hive been arrested# Why did we not do it earlicr and inform on then? 
This is the sham. of all of us. Je ought to confess this foult.' Then afterwards 
the delegates unanimously cxpressed determination than when they went back they would 
make other accusations. They would hold demunciation mcetings cv-rywhere and strongh 
cn the Christiansin political thinking and clease the camouflaged spies within the 
Church," 


Wallace C, Merwin, 
Secretary, China Comnittce, 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Hong Kong, May 15,1951 
und to the News from China 
e Copland 


Back 


Two months ago I prepared a set of Notes which I have just read over. I referred then 
to the departure from China of almost all Protestant missionaries who could secure 
exit permits, and to the considerable number of those being held, either in jail or 
just ‘detained’. I also made reference to the political purges, the virtual imposs- 
ibility of sending funds from abroad into China except for the use of missionaries, 
and the increasing political pressure upon Chinese Christians. 


Increas difficulty in ‘secur reliable information from China 

e past two months some dreds of missionaries have reached Hong Kong from 
the mainland. In many cases those who are arriving now have waited several months 
for exit permits. Most missionaries who have come lately have seen or heard very little 
about the general situation in China, and observations are confined as a rule to what 
can be seen on the journey, which is not very much, I have met few people during the 
past few weeks who knew anything except about what was happening to their own mission 
ary colleagues and some Chinese friends in the locality where they had been living. 


The Chinese Christians with whom I have talked, if they have recently left 
China, either have little information or are so preoccupied with their own troubles 
that they can add little to my store of knowledge, 


I find myself increasingly dependent upon reports appearing in the Chinese 
and English papers in Hong Kong. These may be divided into Communist and Kuomintang 
papers, both Chinese and English, and the less biased English journals, The hearing 
and reading of all available reports leaves me with the feeling that I am less and 
less able to supply really reliable data about developments in China today. Subject 
to these comments, the following points, some of them new, should be noted, 


Number of Protestant missionaries still in China While I have not tabulated the 
figures in great detail, IT estimate that about four or five hundred Protestant mission- 
aries remain in China. Of these, about a hundred belong to missions connccted with the 
CCC. Missionarics who were in jail when I wrote on March 15 are still being held, so 
far as I know, and also a few additional ones. Exit permits are being given, gradually, 
and some missionaries arrive in Hong Kong evcry few days, 


Executions of Chinese anti-revolutionaries I have already refcrred to the constant 
reports of political purges. Such reports come with depressing frequency, from 
travellers, in the papers, and relate to all parts of the country. The total number 
of people shot during the past few months must be very large. Two hundred were shot 
in one day in Canton recently. The Hong Kong Communist papers report that over seven 
hundred were shot in Shanghai, Nanking and Hangchow on April 29 and 30. The execu- 
tions are taking place also in county towns, and even in villages. It has just been 
reported that .a number of high officials, who went over to t he Communists in the carly 
stages of 'liberation' have been imprisoned, and in some cases shot. This nationwide 
purge of political enemies has caused a very genoral fear of the government on the 
part of most Chinese eivisenss 


The state of the nation As I have indicated above, it is more and more difficult to 
evaluate reports from China or to form a balanccd judgement about the state of the 
country, On one point thore is almost complete unanimity, whatever the political lean 
ing of the informant. This is that the government has a firm hold on the country, 
and that there is no likelihood of any revolt from within or of a successful attack 
by the Kuomintang. 
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Travellers still report on thcexeellent discipline of the army, the 
absenee of squeeze, the improvencnt in transport, particularly on the railways. Con 
struction is proceeding on a railway from Chungking to Chengtu, and on certain other 
new rail lines, 


Reports issued in Peking and Moscow state that during 1950 production goals 
were exceeded in China in iron and stcel, raw cotton and cotton cloth and also in 
grain grown, In each case the figures are compared with 1936,the last year before the 
invasion of China by Japan, and in each case production in 1950 is greater than in 19%, 
Emphasis is laid upon the volume of trade between China and Russia, and upon the 
technical assistance given by Russia. I do not know enough to evaluate these rcports, 
but have no reason to contest their accuracy. What is significant to me is that we are 
now in a position where it is impossible to secure information about China, except 
from reports issued by government propagandists - the same position we have becn in 
with respect to Russia for many years, : | 


The Peking Christian Conference, April 16 to 21 For some months 2 national Christian 
conference been referred to in my letters from China, ind it was cvidently first 


planned for February. So far as I am aware, no information is available in Hong Kong 
from Christian sources in China as to how the confcrence was organized. It was cer 
tainly held under goverment auspices, but whcther all arrangements were made by i 
government, and -1l expenses defrayed is not clear, There were 15] dclegatcs, and the 
names indicate that the delegates were representative of the churches and organizatiors 
concerned. The meeting is referred to in the CAincse Communist papers as a 'Conference 
of Protestant Christians organzations recciving American financial aid, 


It should be omphasized that therc is as yct no report of the conference 
from Christian sources (and probably nonce can be expected) concerning its purpose from 
a Christian point of view nor have I any information about the full agenda of the 


meeting. 

The Chinese Communist daily papers, presumably in all cities in China, and 
also in Hong Kong, gave prominence to two actions of the conference, One was a denun 
ciation, presumably forced, by promincnt Christians present at the conference of mem 
bers of their own churches or organizations, some living and some dead, who “re anti- 
revolution2rics or imperialists, The othcr was 2 statement issued at the end of the 
conference, and signed by all present, virtually aligning the Protestant churches and 
institutions completly with the government propaganda, and signalizing 2 complcte and 
final break between churches in China and Ancric-n missions,and all other missions, 

I would remind my readers that only 2 year has elapsed since the time when Christians 
in China were asked to sign the Stockholm Peace Appeal to the stage signalized by 
this recent conference, which indicates that Christians must now sign any political 
document drawn up the government - or elsc, 


News of the Churches Most church services are continuing, though somo- 
times with reduced attendance, A number of ny letters have referred to the churches 
being filled on Eastcr Sunday. In . good many casos missionarics have themselvcs ro- 
frained from attending church, or have becn .sked by Chinese colleagues not to attend, 
but in this mitter, as in many othcrs, conditions vary in the different arcas. Some 
missionirics fccl dicouraged because political propaganda enters so often into the 
preaching of Chinese pastors. At the sxme timc, one hears accounts of strong evangeli~ 
cal prenching. Theological colleges have so far carried on, though no statistics 
are available on numbers of students in attcndance this term, In many mses funds fron 
abroad are available for the first few months of 1951, but many kinds of work will 
certainly be curtailed when Christian institutions have to depend entirely upon 
revenue secured in China, 
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Prayer for the church in China It will be clear that we have come to 
a time when normal communications with China are not possible. Chinese Christians 
particularly those in positions of prominence and responsibility, and also those 
missionaries who remain in China, need and depend upon the prayers of fellow 
Christians abroad as never before, It is harder to pray when we camnot write, 
when news is not available, when we do not even know whether our friends are alive 
or not. But this is the situation in which we and our Chinese friends are, and 
it is a situation demanding resources which only God can supply, to our Christian 
comrades in China, and to us who should renember then in faith and love. 


Wallace C.Merwin, 
secretary 
China Committee 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Letter from a Missionary Recently Returned from China 


"Je find ourselves very tired, and I still do not know whether to laugh or 
cry, but the relief over being free is all but overwhelming. As you know, for two 
years we have not been able to write freely. 


At 2 A.M. one norning We were awakened by five soldiers bursting into our 
bedroom, with our faithful woman leading them at the point of their guns, They 
searched the house thoroughly, and at daylight we discovered there were 80 armed 
soldiers guarding our place and the other two mission places. No one was allowed 
to come in or go out. Later they called over to the police office and told hin 
they were taking over all foreign property, and that they were going to put guards 
in the house to see that we did not destroy anything; that we were not to send any- 
thing out or give anything away under threat of the worst. While -—~- was gone I 
wondered if he would ever return, as their favorite way of arrest was to send for 
you to come and then keep you. From that time until we left, three months later, 
we were under what they called "house arrest'. The head of the local police and 
his guard moved in with us, using my beds, stove, cooking utensils, etc., spitting 
on the rugs, but the worst part was that they would allow no one to see us or talk 
to us without the police were with us. We kept pretty much to our bedroom, but they 
never knocked or gave notice, just barged in any time of day or night. I+ was rather 
difficult to eat our food. We had food, but could hardly swallow it. In the first 
two wecks-——--lost twenty pounds, and became very nervous, I think it was harder on 
him than it was on me. He had been through it once before alone, but this time I 
was with him. Fortunately I had a few spells of hysteria, and would be relieved, I 
only lost ten pounds. After two weeks thcy moved out of the house, but still 
watched the gate from their quarters just outside the gate, This was largely due to 
the fact that they were reprimanded by officials from by telegram, But, of 
course, they could not lose face by freeing us. 


Later still a higher official came over to hclp us and came to us in a 
courteous way. He was shocked that all our rooms except the kitchen, dining room 
and our bedroom were sealed up, Said it was a mistake. But when he went to the local 
officials they told me that they were Comnunists, and did not have to listen to 
this young squirt fron higher up, so we continued under arrest, and he had to go back 


Another hardship at this time was the fact that while our friends could not 
come, the soldicrs and students of the goverment came in large groups, into every 
room they could get into, even or especially my bedroom. They wanted to see how we 
lived. I gucss they found out. We were finally told we might make our application 
to leave, Then we were told that we could take only what we could carry in our hands; 
told we must leave the rugs on the floor, curtains on the windows, pictures on the 
walls, dishes in the cupboard, bedding on the beds, We wereconstantly threatened, 
and never treated with courtesy, Rumors canc to us that they were trying to gct 
our students and the Christians to say things against us. Some soldiers said that—— 
had pushed a little boy into a ditch once, but the children all loved us and they 
could get no child to say he had been pushed into the ditch, Finally the only 
crime they could pin on us was- the Peking Government had ordered all the people to 
hate America, and they could not make any of the hundreds that knew us or that had 
been to our place hato Amcrica, or even say anything against America. And so we 
were guilty of treason, and had to be shut off from all the Chincse pcoplec, 


They thought thcy were treating us very well not to put us in prison, iwhile 
all this was going on the Chinese were bcing treated oven worse, They were bcing 
accused of helping America, and were searched, and all their belongings that had 
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come from mantel that we had given them or they had bought, had to be registered 
and they were not allowed to use them, 


After dark some times, a few of the Christians would slip in and give us: 
information, and our servants would bring us word of what was happening. Our 
gardener was arrested, taken to the prison on a cold bitter night, hand-cuffed ,made 
to squat in a room with 70 others in like position, not allowed to say a word, or 
stand up, given no food or water for 24 hours. Such things as this frightened the 
Christian leaders, Mr,-+-~- almost lost his mind, and finally succumbed to being used 
by them, the Communists, as the only way to save the church, I think one of the 
things that hurt me most was when he had to say that they would seal up the room 
with piano so that I would not destroy it before I left. 


The farewell meeting was the’ pitiful thing I have ever witnessed. I should 
go back a way and say that our students and workers had told us at the beginning of 
the trouble please to pay no attention to what their lips were saying, it was not 
from the heart, but they were forced to say things. Caesar required lip service, 
And again before the accusation meeting, they sent word to please not listen to 
what was said, it.was all false, but they had no choices 


The meeting - All our mission employees, students, church officials, etc. 
were called in at 2 pem,. and told what they had to say. Rather they were given the 
topic, and then they had to tell the officials what they were going to say. And it 
had to be written dovm to be used for or against them later on. At three o'clock 
they sent for us. As we came into the room not one of them could raise his eyes or 
look at us, There were two officials in the back of the room, and was chairmar, 
The first song was 'Blest be the Tie that Binds’ , which all the pupils knew was my 
favorite song, and-it was the message that they gave me that the officials did not 
understand, It was almost impossible to sing. One of my piano students played it vay 
well, and another led it. Thm Mr.----spoke. He had formerly said that if you repeat 
the phrases used in the newspapers they were satisfied. So he gave a general specch 
about China and the newspapers being independent, etc. Then Mr.---~-spoke against 
American Imperialism in the cultural realm. Another spoke on the rearming of Japan, 
another that now they. are free of the foreigners, they had music of the people 
instead of the hymns and music of the imperialist countrics. Now the government 
would hclp them and they would not have to be dogs of the foreigners. Once the 
official spoke up and said ' This meeting is too serious, why don't you laugh?! 

And everyone gave a forced laugh just like puppcts on a string. when they asked 

if we had anything to say, I said vhat we 'péi fu'(respected) them for undcer- 
taking self~support. And that was the wrong word to use. They jumped all over me 
for it. I still do not know exactly why. Another accusation was that wc had said 
to students and others as they left our house 'Tzai Huei’, (Till we meet again) 
and they said that we meant thatw would come back after w@ had helped America 
win the war, --~-——had said that when it was peaceful we would come again, and 
that was worse yet. 


When the meeting closed not one person dared to speak to us, they turned 
and ran home before the tears should fall. That night late, lire-—-—-braved tho 
guards and came, He said he was fearful we were feeling bad, and wantod to tell 
us that it was all false, all forced, and in a very low voice told us again the 
message he wanted us to take to the American pcople, and that was, 'Hurry up and 
fight, and release us from this hcll. There is absolutely no other way, no other 
hope for us. You can belicve nothing thcy say and they cannot be appeased, At 
least 90% of the people of China send this same mossage.', We did not see him 
again nor anyone else, Only our own servants were allowed to see us off, so it’ 
was with heavy hearts that we left aftcr thirty years of service. As they said, 


the only happy people in China were the or 
Red territory is prisoner, with no freedon 
teaching is that of hatred and distrust. 
him, If you have your parents or rclatives 
is listening for some one to say something 
happy or laughing. Even in the family, tt 
‘China, they are suspicious, no one can trv 
relative, as a result you sit for hours wi 
It is indeed hell on earth." 
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e the ones that were leaving, Every one in 

o freedom of thought or action, and the only 
strust. If you have a fricnd you must criticize 
rclatives, you must report on them. Everyone 
something that can be reported. No one is 

amily, that has been such a close unit in 

e can trust anyone clse, close friend or 

hours with somcone and not a word is said, 


Wallace C,Merwin 
Secretary 
China Committce 
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This bulletin will consist of various items of information that may be of 


value, 


1. Suggestions Regarding China Publicity 


The following points were agreed upon at ea recent meeting of the 
China Monday Group (missionaries and secretaries who meet frequently for informal 
luncheon conferences in this office) 


(1) Missionaries can and probably should speak on China and the Church 
when requested to do so. 

(2) Every address should be "off the record", and this should be made 
clear in the address es well as in preliminary negotiations. 

(3) Writing for church or secular press is more questionable and this 
Group would urge caution, even to the point of advising ageinst such writing. This 
advice is entirely in the “interest of missionaries and Chinese Christicns now in China. 

(4) fhe Group would express the hope thet editors of church papers will 
give China secretaries un opportunity to sczn proposed erticles or editorials which ) 
deal with China. This is not with an idea of censorship but as a means of jointly 
avoiding danger to friends in China. 

(5) In summery, és regards both speaking and writing, "if in doubt, don't 
do it." 


2. Recent advice from the State Depertment on U.S. Property in Chine 


"In regard to your inquiry concerning the trensfer of mission property 
in Communist Chine, it is correct that any transfer of American mission property in 
Communist China to the Chinese church or denominational bodies is illegal without 
license under the freezing regulations of the United Stetes Government. It is the 
Department's understanding that under Chinese Communist regulations of December 28, 
1950, property of 'the American Government end American enterprises’ (translation) 
may not be transferred without Chinese Commmist authorization. It is not known, how- 
ever, whether the word 'enterprises' is being interpreted to include mission property. 
As you no doubt are aware there are detailed Chinese Communist regulations for the 
registration of foreign operated or subsidized religious organizations." 


3. A Comment on the Accusations made at the April 16-21, 1951 
Conference of Christian Lecders in Peking 


In response to an inquiry from a Chinese friend in the U.S., your 
Secretary made the following comment which reflects only e personal viewpoint, but 
may be of interest to you: 


"Several things are obvious to me about this meeting; one is thet it 
was definitely called by the Government and dominated by them and their agents. It 
also seems clear to me thet the charges were made under great pressure end after in- 
struction by Government officials. This, as you know, is the regular technique for 
such accusetion meetings. I think it is obvious also that those who made charges 
were themselves under suspicion and required to take such action. A third point, it 
seems to me, is that many used the device of accusing those who were out of the 
country or even deceased. I think it is also rather clear that the Government pro- 
duced most of the ‘evidence’ and it is not certcin at all that Christian leaders made 
the statements which are attributed to them, although some of them, taken by them- 
selves, are quite harnless, 

"Even eo one cennot avoid ae feeling of deep sadness to think thet this 
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could happen and especially to know thet e promise wes exacted thct such meetings 
would be carried on throughout the church. It is not so much what wes said as that 
Christian leaders should make uny such statements." 


4. Miscelleneous Information 


(1) It is reported that Chinese must now report to the authorities their 
relatives who ere in the U.S., giving their reasons for coming, present occupation 
and other pertinent information. 


(2) Personal guarantors have been necessary for exit permits for foreigners 
ever since the Communists ccme into power. It is now reported, however, that in many 
places this guarantee applics not only to financial matters or past conduct, but also 
to anything the individual may say about things in China in the future, and 4 very 
recent report from Hong Kong says that one recent arrival there was told that 
guarantors would be held responsible for ten years! 


(3) We have informetion that until early May, at leest, Dr. Frank Price 
was still in his ow home. In spite of frequent reports thct he has been imprisoned, 
there is no acceptable confirmetion of such <n event. Moreover, we feel it is wise 
to avoid publicity in regird to his position, 

(4) Word has been received of the death in Shanghai of Dr. T. H. Sun at 
his own hznd. Dr. Sun wes formerly Dean of Studies at Cheloo University and at the 
time of his death, Deputy Generzl Secretary and Publications Editor of the Christian 
Literature Society, 


(5) Rev. Victor Hcaywurd in his Newsletter VIII, issued as our China 
bulletin 107, suggests the sending of books. to Chinese friends. In view of recent 
developments; the Communist stind that everything in the West is evil, particularly 
Western thought; and the acute antipathy toward the U.S. and anything originating her: 
I would like to venture the personal opinion that the receipt of books from the U.S., 
no matter how innocuous their contents might seem to us, might put their Chinese 
recipient under grave suspicion, especially if his position in the Christian move- 
ment would lay him open to cherges of already being under foreign influence. 


Wallace C. Merwin 
Secretary 
China Committee 
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A large number of reports on recent developments in Christian circles 
in China, especially concerning the "accusation" meetings, have reached us recently, 
including translations, news and comments from Chinese and foreigners who have re- 
cently left China, and newspaper clippings, some from newspapers in China. It has 
been my hope to prepare some brief summary of this material, far too voluminous to 
reproduce in full, tut I have not found time to do so until now. 


Accusation A special issue of "T'ien Feng" ("The Christian Weekly") wes entirely 
Meetings devoted to details of the Peking meeting of April 16-21, including 

accusation speeches in full, and more recent issues tell of meetings 
held in Shanghai and report the accusation speeches. We have relicble information 
that some of the leaders at the Peking meeting were forced to make charges, written 
statements being hended to them before they went on the platform. Copies of "T'ien 
Feng" no longer come to this office, as they did until e few months ago. 


Several sources indicate that the promise exacted from the delegates 
to the Peking meeting thet accusation meetings would be held in all churches is being 
carried out, and "The Shanghei News" (Communist English-langusge paper) of June 27th 
carries the following report: 


Nationel "In Shanghai, a series of meetings have been held by Christians of 
Christian various denominations for exposing and protesting against the spying 
Council activities cerried out by imperialists under the guise of missionary 


Accusations work. Typical of the kind is the accus-tion meeting held on June l 

et the locel Moore Memorial Church under the sponsorship of the 
National Christian Council - a4 national Christian co-operative council with e member- 
ship of 13 church bodies and six national Christian orgcnizations. 

"Attended by over 1,200 Christians, the gathering heard speeches made by 
five Christian leaders--Wu Kao-tzu (Rev. George K. T. Wu), Chairman of the Councii's 
executive committee, Tsui Hsien-hsiang (Dr. H. H. Tsui), vice chairman of the com- 
mittee, Chen Chien-cheng (Rt. Rev. Robin Chen), member of the committee, Lin Yung-yu 
(Y. Y. Lin), member of Council's staff administrative committee, and Miso Chiu-sheng 
(Chester S. Miso), ex-chairman of the steff administrative committee. All the 
speeches drive home the truth that the essential point to the new birth of Christicn- 
ity in Chine lies in the complete elimination of the influences of U.S. impericlists' 
aggression in Chinese churches and religious bodies." 


The tenor of the accusations, which deal intimately with the history 
of the NCC since its founding, is that every development wes an effort under the 
leadership of "American imperialists" religious leuders, to make the NCC e tool of 
imperialism and an agent of the American government. 


The "American imperialist churchmen" John R. Mott, according to the 
accusations, was supplied annually with date on Chinz!s political, economic and 
social development; "The Christian occupation of China," published in 1922, was part 
of a U.S. intelligence plot, assisted by 5,000 missionuries; in 1925 Rockefeller 
gave the NCC Labor Department $75,000 to "paralyze the revolutioncry enthusicsm of 
the Shanghai workers," etc. etc. The article concludes with the statement: 


"Gone are the days when U.S. imperialist agents could stand on the pulpits 
of Chinese churches with a copy of Bible in one hand «and in the other 4 U.S. dollar 


stained with Chinese blood." 


Accusations Many charges have been made recently that various Christian agencies 
Against are in fact the tools and creations of American imperialism and the 
Christian State Department. Among the targets are the World Council of Churches, 
Agencies "directly controlled by American imperialism;" the China Committee of 


the Foreign Missions Conferance, (now Divison of Foreign Missions of 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.) accused of trying to break 
down the movement for self-support by offering to continue finencial aid; the Inter- 
national Missionary Council; the World Student Christian Federation; the Y.M.C.A.; 
Y.W.C.A.3 the International Council of Christicn Churches; the World Beptist 
Allicnce; the World Luthercn Federation; the World Council of Christin Education; 
etc. Liu Liang-mo, in an article in the June issue of the "Chine Monthly Reviow" 
says, "Meny of us were formerly fascinated by the appeal of the so-called Ecumenic 
Church, but now we see what is behind the attractive banner of the Ecumenic Church - 
the bloody hands of American imperialism, its preparation of in cggressive war 
ageinst the New China, and its preparation of an ‘ecumenic’ slaughter of mankind." 


On June 10th in Shanghai, at « meeting called by the "Chinese Chris- 
ticns' Committee for Resisting U.S. and Aiding Korea," the principal speaker, Y. T. 
Wu, made the following statements; 


"U.S. imperizlism, on the other hind, has utilised the Christian publica- 
tion enterprise as an important wecpon of cultur:l1 cggression ageinst our country. 
Through the medjum of the Christicn Literature Society cand other agencies U.S. 
imperialism put out e huge number of reactionary books cnd periodicils, which circu- 
lated in Chins, to disseminate venomous ideas. U. S. imperialism also endeavored to 
dupe the people by means of the Bible, and utilised it as an ideological weapon to 
teach the Chinese people to be servile slaves. Just before the liberation it wes 
known that a cable was sent to the U.S. Stcte Department from the U.S. embassy in 
Nanking by J. Leighton Stuart, in which it was emphasized thet cheep sale of the 
Bible in China would be an important mecns against Communism and the USSR.... 

"There are three bases for America's globel aggression through the guise 
of Christianity. The first is in West Germany in Europe, the second is in Lebanon 
in the Near East and the third is in Hongkong in Asia. It is from Hongkong thet 
U.S. imperialism, through the reactionary literature of the church and the U. S. 
special agents behind the Christian religion is leunching its counter-revolution in 
China's mainland." 


Miscellaneous Recent reports indicate that Dr. Henry Lin, former President of 
News Shanghai University, was not executed, es earlier reported by the 
press, but was errested on April 27th with 16,000 others in an all 
night round-up. Among others arrested at the same time were Dr. Y. C. Yang, Presi- 
dent of Soochow University, Dean Shen of the Law School, T. Y. Lo and his son Lorenzo 
Percy Cha, end Tang Soremin. So far as is known, Dr. Frank Price is not under 
arrest, but has no contacts with Chinese friends. Dr. Ralph Mortensen’s name is 
coupled with that of Dr. Price in recent denunciations. In the speech mentioned 
above, Y. T. Wu, after listing the "crimes" of Frank Price, said; "We demand that 
Frenk Price, Olin Stockwell, etc., who are Americen spies under the guise of religion, 
should be severely punished by the People's Government end that they be deported 
from China." At one of the Shanghai meetings Bishop Keung announced thet General- 
issimo and Medame Chang Kci-shek had been excommunicated by the Chinese Methodist 
Church. At the same meeting, there wes < denunciation of the Christian Literature 
Society in which it wes said that 60% of the 2,000 books it had published were cnti- 
Communist and designed to promote the American way of life. 


Numerous reports state that pictures of Mao Tse-tung and the new 
national flag are being hung in prominent places in the churches and other religious 
meeting places. Some reports say that these replace pictures cnd images of Christ 
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which are being ripped down, purportedly by order of the Peiping Religious Affairs 
Burecu. Another report says the churches have been "advised" to do this. A 
national "Chinese Christians! Committee for Resisting U.S. and Aiding Korea and for 
Religious Reform" has been organized, with Y. T. Wu as chairmen, and such committees 
have been organized in many places, according to one report, "as a result of an 
order to implement their support of the movement by actions." An official report 
says that more than 230,000 Christians have signed the Manifesto. 


A verbal message from a Christicn leader still in China has reached us 
recently in a round-about manner. Its purport is (1) stop oll efforts to solicit 
funds for the church (in Chine), (2) make no public comments on anything that may be 
scid of any individual at mass meetings or in articles. 


We shell not attempt to give more detczils of accusations appecring in 
"Tlien Feng". They are very similar to what has appecred in earlier bulletins. 
Miss Margaret H. Brown, who sent us some of this miterial, writes: "I send them 
simply beceuuse I feel there is no way to make the people at home realize the tragedy 
that is taking place in China except by reading for themselves. I must say thet it 
was a heartbreaking tesk, and made me feel almost ill. However, next morning at my 
devotions there came to me the message of comfort. Peter denied his Lord the morning 
of his death yet Peter later became one of his most courageous missionaries. I dare 
not judge any Christicn on the other side of the curtain but I should read it so that 
now I shall be able to pray for them as I have never before done." 


Let us close on this note. Torn as our hearts are by what our 
Christian brethren are having to say, let us in humility before God prey for them in 
their Gethesemane, 


Wallace C. Merwin 
Secretary 
Chine Committee 


N.B. A request from Miss Charlotte A Stuart, Medical Director of the 


C.M.S. Church Missioncry Society Hospit«l at Old Cairo, Egypt, has reached 
Need for us through the I.M.C. She stresses the urgent need in their 200 bed. 
Workers in hospitcl for an able surgeon, and the need for doctors in two of their 
Egypt other hospitals nearby, as well as for a woman welfare worker and 


_ expresses the hope that missionaries who have had to leave China. 
might respond ‘to this appeal, cither under support of their own Boards or by some 
arrangement with the C.M.S. If any missionaries or secretaries are interested, Miss 
Stuart will be glad to furnish further information if you will write to her directly. 


Nanking The translation of the great Christicn classics into Chinese, inaugu- 
Theological rated some years ago by Nanking Theological Seminary, will be con- 
Seminary tinued in spite of the changed circumstances in Communist China. This 
Literature will include the translation of the greatest Christian literature fron 
Program the time of the Apostolic Fathers down to the present. Any Chinese 


scholars who have had edvanced study in Church History, Theology, or 
Philosophy, ani wish to take part in the translation work, whether full time or part 
time, are asked to write to Prof. F.P.Jones at Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, 
N.J«, where the translation center will be located. 


Release of Word has just come from the Methodist Boerd, Woman's Division, that 

Imprisoned Miss Jenet Surdam and Miss Louell< Koether, who had been imprisoned 
Missionaries for some time in Szechuan and for whom much concern was felt, have 

been released and have safely arrived ct Hongkong. 


W.C.M. 
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A copy of the China Bookman, for June 1951, is at hand. This is published by 
the Council of Christian Publishers in Shanghai, with their Executive Secretary 
Dr.lim.s B. Djang as the editor, Those aecustomed to read the China Bookman in years 
past would be struck by the fact that now there is scarcély a word of English from 
beginning to ende This number, following up the conference of Christian publishers 
with government officials in Peking in April, is devoted to plans for purging all 
Christian literature of every sort of imperialistic influence. Publishing agencies 
should destroy their stocks, and schools and seminaries should remove from their 
libraries, any books that fall under the following ten categories: 


1. The author a recognized traitor, 


é. Direct or indirect opposition to Communism, Soviet Russia, or the People's 
Government, 


3 Expressions of the imperialistic, capitalistic, or feudalistic point of view. 
- ke One-sided expressions of internationalism that harm the patriotic spirit. 
5. Statements on behalf of imperialism or imperialistic elements, 


6. Any depreciation of Chinese culture that might do harm to Chinese self- 
respect or self-confidence, 


7e Any contentious writing that might prevent a full accord of the Chinese peo- 
’ ple with their government, 


i, 8, Any writing that expresses doubt of the Oppose~America Help~Korea principle. 


9. Any imperialistic expression of the ecumenical church which does not dis- 
tinguish friend and foe. 


10. Any opposition to the 'Three Self ' Movement (self-support, self-government, 
self~propagation). 


How far these principles will be applied in purging Christian literature remains 
to be seen, bit the Association Press is still advertising such books as 3: 


Fosdick- Guide to Understanding the Bible 
Goodspeed-Story of the Bible 
Bowie~ Story of the Bible 


so evidently biblical and devotional books will not be disturbed. 


The CLS advertises six new books, three devotional and biblical, one a reference 
book of terms, one on Jesus in the home, and one a translation of Milton's Christmas 
poem. At the end of their two page advertisement, they announce that their four 
periodicals (Woman's Messenger, Happy Childhood, Preacher's Magazine, People's Star) 


~ have all been suspended for lack of moneye 


From the advertisements we can see that the following magazines are still con 


tinuing: Tien Feng, Christian Omnibook, Hope, Youth (these last two in Chengtu), 
Hsin-i-pao (Lutheran, now a bi-weekly). The Christian Farmer is being revived, under 


Tieng Feng auspices, The Lutheran Book Concern is advertising two magazines in 
English, the New Times (weekly), and People's China (semi-monthly) (these are not 
their own publications). The table of contents of the spring number of Omnibook is 
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given. T.C. Chao has an article on "The Determination of Christendom to Oppose- 
America Help-Korea™, Other articles on timely subjects are on the "Three Self-" 
Movement and land reform, A translation from H.H. Rowley'’s "The Gospel in the Old 


Testament" is also included. 


Unified distribution of all Christian literature is promised within the near 
future. This was to begin with a unified book store in Shanghai, which was promised 
by the first of July. When that is opened, the older individual book stores would 


all be closed. 


The Canadian Press in Chengtu has reorganized, to become purely a printing 
shop, All its publishing business has been turned over to the Literature Committee 


of the Szechuan Christian Council. 


Church organizations in Canton are putting out anem monthly magazine named 
Reform (Ke—hsin),. 


The most extended article in this number is a bibliography of the Christian 
Reform Movement prepared by Tang Ying, the NCC librarian, in seven pages, listing 
all magazine articles and other material available on such subjects as Christianity 
and the New Times, The "Three Self" Movement, Unification of the Church, The Rural 


Church, Religion in Soviet Russia. 


CHINA MONTHLY REVIEW, SHANGHAI, July 1951. 


JeB. Powell, son of the former J. W, Powell, is still editing the China Monthly 
Review in Shanghai. It is still being sent to subscribers abroad. 


The June number has three articles of special interest to former missionaries 
in China, First is a three page article by Liu Liang-mo, "Christianity in China 
Enters a New Era", This is a report on the Conference held at Peking April 16-21, 
with 151 Christian delegates present. The imperialistic nature of ecumenical 
Christianity is condemned, and the denunciation of individual Christian leaders is 
justified by quotation of the text, "If thine cye offends thee, pluck it out and 
cast it from thee," The article ends on this sinister notes "Returning to our 
churches in various places, we have started a campaign of house-cleaning. Imperial- 
istic elements, Judases and traitors must be removed from the church, God's temple 
must be swept of these evil elements and kept holye® | 


Earl Willmott, Canadian missionary teacher in West China Union University, has 
a two page “Letter from Chengtu". He describes how he and two other foreign teachers 
took part in the annual digging out of the canal and river beds before the spring 
"opening of the waters", and praises the Communist organization and esprit de corps. 
He also describes the thrilling Woman's Day parades on March 8, Regarding the mis- 
sionaries still in Chengtu he says, "Except for reactionary foreigners, the govern 
ment says that missionaries are welcome to stay. As far as I know there are none 
who are being asked to leave because they are reactionary. A number have already 
made plans to leave, Others of us are being urged to remain and continue our teach- 
ing. (I am speaking about those in the University). However, as far as I know, there 
is no Protestant missionary who is planning to stay beyond the end of this term, 
Everyone believes, I think, that the need for Christian service is greater else- ~ 
where." He tells of one student who in a mass meeting tore up a picture of Jesus, 
saying "This is what I think of their religion." It happens that later he was 
arrested as a secret KMT agent, but it is interesting to note that in the same 
meeting he was rebuked by a government official, because such an act divided the 
people, the Christians being a recognized group of the people who would suffer 
offense by such an act. 
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The third article is by Ko Ching, and is entitled, "What 'Cultural Agression' .- 
Means", He is a former Yale-in-China student, and a member of the Methodist 
Churches In four pages he tells how his whole experience in church and school has 
been filled with imperialistic influences. He rejoices that such influences are 
now being eradicated, as he still confesses himself a Christian. 


Other items of interest are: A list of American POW'S taken from the files of 
the New China News Agency; an account of the burial of Agnes Smedley's ashes in 
Peking on May 6; a report, with pictures, of alleged American espionage agents un- 
covered in Tientsin; US dollar exchange as of May 18 23,130; and reports of labor 
insurance for workers now being carried out. 


(Prepared by Dr. Francis P. Jones for the China Committee) 


Wallace C, Mervin 
Secretury 
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"Tien Feng" for August llth has a significant article urging intensifica- 
tion of the "Accusation Movement." It states that there have been 63 accusation meet- 
ings held in Shanghai and other big cities, but that the movement is not going well 
in the smaller places, and that some are even saying, "We don't believe in it." The 
organization of branches of the Reform Movement Committee is then mentioned, and it is 
categorically stated that only after the accusation movement has been carried out in 
full can a local church be allowed to organize a branch. The statement culminates in 
the following official proclamation: 


10’ THE CHURCH IN EVERY PLACE AND ITS ORGANIZATIONS 
GO SLOWLY IN SETTING UP A BRANCH 


"Recently Christian churches anc organizations in every section of 
the country have sent confused letters to our Committee requesting per- 
mission to set up a Branch of the Chinese Christian Oppose-America Aid- 
Korea and the Three-self Reform Movement Preparatory Committee (hereafter 
for brevity called a Branch). With regard to this request we counsel you 
as follows: The most important duty of the Church in China for the moment 
is to make a success of the accusation movement. Until the accusation 
movement has been made a success nothing else can be discussed and we 
cannot talk about establishing a Branch; so we want to inform your place 
to, delay setting up a Branch and you ought, according to the summons of 
the Preparatory Committee issued on August 6th, to CONTINUE AND INTENSIFY 
THE ACCUSATION MOVEMENT, and make a success of your accusation movement, 
When this has succeeded, and you have exposed every kind of crime of the 
American imperialists in controlling and using the Christian Church in 
the invasion of China, and, through your eccusation movement you have 
exposed all the past and present imperialist clements and rotters within 
the Church, and distinguished between friends and enemies and have taken 
your stand firmly with the people, only then, on the foundation of this 
thinking, and when you have found out and cultivated in your movement 
many more active elements (communists), will you be able to take steps 
to start a Branch. For the present the most important task at your 
piace is to CONTINUE TO DEVELOP AND INTENSIFY THE ACCUSATION MOVEMENT." 

(signed) The Preparatory Committee of the Resist America Aid 

Korea and the Three Self Movements. August 6, 1951. 


From the above article we may perhaps infer two things. (1) The campaign 
of hate in the Chinese Church is not going as well as leaders like Y. T. Wu had been 
hoping it would. (2) The organization of a Branch seems to be 4 highly desirable 
step, and some churches are trying to accomplish it without first conforming to the 
denunciation program. Does the organization of a Branch secure to a local church 
some government immunity denied to other churches or, still more radically, will the 
Branches, under the autocratic control of a central committee, take the place of the 
officiel church organization, thus securing indirectly and at one stroke the cuto- 
matic unification of the whole church in China? 


CHURCH NEWS 


i. Sheng Kung Hui. At a denunciation meeting held in Shanghai on July 29, 
Bishop Robin Chen announced the following : (1) Bishops Y. Y. Tsu and Quentin 
Huang were no longer representatives in any way of the Sheng Kung Hui; (2) the 
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Diocese of South China has broken off relations with Hongkong, and no longer recog- 
nizes Bishop R. 0. Hall; (3) the Sheng Kung Hui has permanently withdrawn from the 
World Council of Churches. It is reported that "The China Churchman" ceased publi- 


cation with the July 10th issue. 


2. North China Kung Li Hui. The former North China Council hes been replaced 
by a secretariat consisting of: (1) The General Secretary, (2) The Secretary for 
the Reform Movement, (3) The Secretary for Patriotic Education and Service of the 
People, (4) Financial Secretary, (5) Clerical and Business Secretary, (6) Literature 


Secretary. 
GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS ON THE CHURCHES 


4 

Tillman Durdin sent a despatch to the New York Times on July 27th from 
Hongkong reporting a new set of rules for churches issued by Premier Chou En Lai. 
They include’ the following: 


(1) All Chinese churches must immediately sever their relations with American 
Missions and other missions financed largely with United States funds. 


(2) Unfriendly missionaries should be punished or deported. All who wish to 
leave should be given permission to do so. Others may stay, but must be supported 
by the Chinese institutions in which a work, and may not hold any cxecutive or 


administrative position. 


(3) Buildings of Chinese churches ana church organizations may be exempted 
from paying taxes. 


MISCELLANEOUS NEWS ITEMS 


l. As of September 10th, according to latest information in New York offices, 
the following Boards hea missionaries in China as follows; 


American Baptists 12(including 1 child) 
YMCA 1 


Presbyterian 17 (including 2 children ana 2 retired) 
Methodists 12 (including 1 child) 
American Board 3 


United Church of Canada 30 (including 6 children) 
All missionaries of the Protestent Episcopal, Disciples of Christ, Reformed 
Church in America, Church of the Brethren, Canadian Presbyterians, and Evangelical 


and Reformed Boards are now out of China. 


In Shanghai 7 Americen and 3 British 
In Universities: Yenching 4 (2 British, 2 American); Cheloo 1 (British); 


West China 20 


(Most of the American missionaries in the colleges are included in the 
Board totals) 


2- Statements have come from several China sources to the effect that funds 
already on hand for the credit of various mission and church institutions could 
still, as far as the Chinese government regulations were concerned, be sent to China. 
The date set was variously stated as December 31, 1950 or July 31, 1951 (the former 
more probably correct). Only balances held at that date can be druwn. Any balances 
on hand in mission offices up to one or the other of those dates can presumably still 
be sent; though the necessary licenses would have to be secured from the U.S. Treas- 
ury Depertment. Consideration of policy in regard to requests for such funds will 


| 


/ 


China - 114 
be given at the China Committee meeting on September 20th. 


3. An article in "Tien Feng" for August 4th speaks of the interest of the 
Government in effecting the reform of the church, and has the following significant 
admission, "There is not the smallest detail which has escaped their attention." 


4. The July "Hsieh Chin" (NCC news bulletin) describes a study class for NCC 
employees in Shanghai. From April 2 to July 6, 65 classes were held. Out of a 
total staff of 29, at first only 13 or 14 attended, but later as many as 23. Seven 
attended every class, and five did not go to any. The lecturers were usually from 
outside. Secretaries and servants were all in the same class together. Subjects 
studied were politics, industrial development, and current events. It is reported 
thet about one half the class took notes, but thet the majority were rather in- 
different. 


5. Luther Shao's Accusations, "Tien Feng" for June 30th has a long article 
by Luther Shao reporting the accusations which he made on June 5,6,7 in Nanking at 
a meeting of all the Christian organizations there. The main part of his attack was 
directed against Dr. M. Searle Bates accusing him of spreading anti-communistic and 
anti-Russian propaganda in Nanking previous to liberation. One paragraph is also 
devoted to Frenk Price. The statement closes with a tragic and pathetic statement of 
the torment he has been in during the past two years: 


"In this year and a half following the Liberation, my thoughts have been 
full of contraditions. Because the poison of the past has gone so deep, 
many times I have looked upon our,own Government with distrusting eyes 
and have been influenced by the propagande of imperialistic elements, 
until I felt the situation to be unbearable. I just had to live as a 
man with two faces: in public places, to make an agreeable reply with 
some casual word; but down in the heart there was another line of 
thought. This year and a half of living as a schizophrenic personality 
I have felt extremely bitter and shameful. I have asked myself, 'Who 
split my personality? It was thet imperialist Bates. I hate him, I 
denounce hint! 

"Recently I have stabilized my position. The sharp hatred has passed, 
and I have ieft behind the bundle of past sins, coming to feel at case 
end happy. -I have determined, ander the banner of Mao Tze-tung, to © 
perticipate heartily in the Threefold Independence Movement of the 
Church, and to strive to the end. I also sincerely hope that those 
fellow-workers and fellow—believers who in the past like me were 
deeply poisoned, will quickly come to their senses, take a firm 
stand on the People's Platform, thoroughly purge away imperialist 
ideas, and decisively cut every connection with imperialism." 


Wallace C. Merwin 
Secretary 
China Committee 
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A study of our office budget for the past year indicates that the cost of 
the bulletins greatly exceeds the $1.00 that we have been asking friends to give, 
therefore the China Committee hes voted to ask that.the minimum contribution per year 
for these bulletins be $2.00. 


By action of the Chine Committee at its meeting on September 20th Dr. 
Frencis P. Jones, a Methodist missionary who has been a professor in the Nanking 
Theological Seminary for some years, has been invited to be a Consultant to the China 
Committee with responsibility for the preparation of the bulletins. Acknowledgment 
should have been made in #114 that the material hed been prepared by him. The China 
Committee has expressed its welcome to Dr. Jones in this task. 
Wallace C. Merwin 


EWS NGKONG 


A news letter of the Church of Christ in Chine, to be issued approximately 
once ea quarter, is being sent out from Hongkong. The following is culled from the 
August 30 letter: 


General Conditions. Glowing reports from inside China on progress in 
flood prevention, development of transportation on land and on weter, promotion of 
cotton growing, increase in coal, iron, end steel production in Central and North 
China. A million men were cmployed for months on one flood control project in the 
Huai River area. As regaras stencard of living, there is some evidence thzt the 
ievel has been maintained in the city at the expense of the country. Land reform 
has now teken place in most areas. The immediate reaction has been on tne whole 
favorable. Taxes of 25 to 35% of the annual crop yield are, however, teking the 
place of the former rentals. In addition "voluntary" subscriptions for the purchase 
of arms have been « heavy burden. Wide-spread executions continue. One province has 
published a list of 70,000 executed. Some newsmen believe that the total for the 
country would run into seven figures. The Confucian classics are no longer to be 
taught, and a language reform that would make Chinese cheracters obsolete is being 
pushed (probably Latinhua, though the letter does not sey). 


News of the Churches. Programs of church work cerry on much as before, 
with good attendance being maintained in the cities. Curtailment of religious free- 
dom so far consists in cutting off some churci activities, sermon censoring in some 
places, a trend to forbid active evangelism outside the church buildings, and in- 
creased restrictions upon travel and pastoral visiting. Regarding the eccusation 
meetings the letter seys, "There is reason to treat the text of the reported accusa- 
tions with considereble reserve, for in some cases the actual utterances and the re- 
ported remarks are at variancc...Doubtless some church leaders have been seriously 
compromised in the eyes of their brethren for sponsoring and leading such mectings." 


Institutional Work. Most middle schools have becn teken over by the 
government. Universities and hospitals are also in process of being taken over, 
though not as yet so completely as the middle schools. Some orphanages and schools 
for the blind have been placed under the Government Board of Charity. 


‘News of Missionarics. CIM with affiliated bodies still have 160 mission- 
aries in China; missions represented in the CCC probably less than 75. The seven 
mission boards with CCC connection that have offices in Hongkong have 56 missionaries 


% 
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and 8 children still in China. Four of the 56 are in prison, and a number of others 
are under practical house arrest, 


TRANSLATIONS FROM THE CHINESE CHRISTIAN PRESS 


The following translations have just been received from Hongkong. The 
translator points out the significance of the statement in parenthesis in the middle 
of the "Sweep the House Clearn" article. This tends to confirm the inference, 
mentioned in the previous number of thc Bulletin, that the Preparatory Committee of 
the Resist Americe Aid Korea Three-Self Movement is assuming e controlling position 
ove> the whole Protestant Christian Movement in China, 


Tsinan sets up « plen to Resist Americ: and sia Korea 
(The following item is translated from the Church News 
Section of the august lith, 1951 (No. 276) issue of © 
Tien Feng Weekly.) 


The Tsinan Christicn Federation on July 19th approved ea plan for Resisting 
America ana Aiding Koree during the second half of 1951. The plen proposes the 
following types of work: 

1. Promote the revised petriotic covenant novenent. Each Church and each 
organization is asked to make & survey in their area in July. They are to take the 
alreedy decidea patriotic covenant and make a fuller revision. Those places which 
have not set up the plan must histen to do so; before September this movement should 
reach every home. The Christian Federation of Tsinan has already sct up 4 special 
survey team to ask every Church cna organization to establish their own survey team 
and decide on concrete projects to meke it easy to survey the conditions of what the 
Patriotic Covenant Movement has already accomplished. 

2. Intensify the movement for increasing the production end contribution of 
armaments. We request every Church end Church Group in the last week of each month 
between the 25th end 3lst to send the contributed funds to the Tsinan Christian Fed- 
eration for forwarding to the People's Bank. We request every Church and Church 
group to push energetically the production and contribution of erms amongst the 
industrial and merchant clusses end the rich families in the Church. 

3. Help the Government constantly to cere for the ermy families and the 
wounded, m.ke < complete plan for the welfare of these people and help all the re- 
sponsible leaders in studying the propcganda for carrying out these plens. 


Sweep the House Clean: 
(Translated from N.C.C.R.E. Fellowship Bulletin of 8/9/51) 


It is more than twenty years since the National Committee for Christian 
Religious Educution for China was established. (NCCRE) From now on it is to develop 
a new page in its history, to climb e new step. This aim is right and worthy of 
support. Before it begins the new life it must sever its relations with impericlism 
and purge out all remaining influences thereof. If we cannot thoroughly accomplish 
tnese two things, we cannot talk at all about new life. 

In our last issue we stated thet the first thing to do is to breek off re- 
lations with imperialism and now we come to the problem of 'sweeping clean our 
house'. In fact these two things are one and cannot be separated. We must sever th 
relations between the NCCRE and impericlism not only in finance cnd organization tut 
also in thought. These three must be broken off together. What we speck of here es 
the area of "thought" includes both the poisonous thought left behind by the imperiae. 
ists end the possible new poisonous clements. Agseinst this new poisonous element we 
must increase our preceutions while at the same time we sweep the house clean of 
whet wes left behind, getting rid of cll the rubbish so thct not a scrap remains. 

In congratulating ourselves on our 20th cnniversary we are also making a 
thorough exsminetion of our past, and many dirty things have been revealed. These 


-3- Chine - 115 


dirty things ere not only contrery to Christian truth but much more ere they far 
from the spirit of the Now Age., The fact is thet many of the publicetions of the 
NCCRE were edited by imporit.list agents. They used this opportunity to put in as 
much as possible of 'Love America, Worship America, Religion Transcends Politics' and 
anti-communist and enti-Soviet feudalist poison, to paralyse our thinking and ex- 
tinguish our patriotism. 

Now on one hand we have stopped the questionable publications to avoid 
giving poison to the Chinese Church, On the other hand we make a summing up of our 
preliminary examinction and publish it in this issue for reference of Fellowship 
(NCCRE) members. 


Editorial Note: (The Preparatory committee of the Resist Americe Aid Koree 
Three-self Movemnet has set up a Committee to censor ell publicctions «nd cfterwards 
they will make their final findings and publish the results.) 


The poisonous thought spread by the imperizlists is not only limited to 
our publications but is also deep in our brains. Some of the poisonous thinking has 
even sunk into our subconscious. These poisonous elements have directly ana indirect- 
ly influenced all our words and deeds. This makesa very serious problem, For ex- 
ample among us does all our thinking lean towzrd loving Americe and worshipping 
America? Do we think religion transcends politics? Have we doubts end fears thet we 
might lose religious freedom uncer the leadership of the Communist party? Do we have 
keen concern to Resist Americe and Aid Korea? Do you admit that we Christians should 
contribute cannon cand aeroplanes? Does the custom of leening on Americ« for subsidy 
make us lose our will to independence? Do we freely receive the good from the govern- 
ment and not mutually try to support the public welfare? Do we distort our Bible 
teachings? Do we heve narrowprejudices about the unity of the Church? Such poison- 
ous thoughts are too many. If you have only one it is enough to prevent your de- 
velopment in the new lifc. We hope every Fellowship member will hold a thorough 
individual and group self-examination. Wash clean awey all the poison. Amongst our 
Fellowship there are different degrees in the amount they have been poisoned but 
there is not one who can boast thet he is an exception and hasn't even a speck. The 
more we sweep clean the more we can achieve in the New Life. 

Jesus said, "If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cest it from 
thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with ome eye, rather then having two 
eyes to be cast into hell fire." "If your right hand makes you to fall cut it off, 
it is better for you to enter into life maimed than having two hands to be cast into 
hell." What is the teaching from these words for us in cleaning our house? 

Possibly some people may ask, 'Sweeping clean the house is good but what 
shall we do afterwards?! Now take the publications of the NCCRE. Although we recog- 
nize that there is very much poison in the publications, not suitable for our use, 
yet we have no new books to teke their place. Wili this not meke a famine in text- 
books? To this question we have given much thought but we ask you to be a little 
patient and note the steps in the work; don't expect to hurry it. It cannot be done 
with one kick, 

Again, after we have swept out the house we don't went it to be vacant nor 
do we want to let the devil in; we want to house new people. We hope to be the 
masters of this new house but we do not know whether we arc worthy: 

The NCCRE Fellowship Bulletin for August 9 has another article in which it 
is indicated that cll publications by Mabel Nowlin, Irmc Highbaugh, Alice Gregg, etc. 
are to be suppressed. 


RED CHINA'S BATTLE WITH RELIGION 


Under the above title the New York Herald Tribune for September 5 has an 
article from Rome, by Barrett McGurn, reporting on the situation in the Romzn 
Catholic Church in China, evidently information given out by the Faith Propag:tion 
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Congregution. According to the informant, there has been some weakness among laymen, 
and in a few causes even apostasy, but no priest hes as yet accepted actual separa- 
tion from the Holy See or from the hierarchy. Communists are demanding thet laymen, 
teachers, and priests sign petitions and join in demonstrations in favor of the so- 
celled independent Chinese Catholic Church, and against Vaticun representatives and 
other 

"At least some of the waverers, notably including Father John Tong Che-tche, 
acting director of the Chungking Archdiocese, spectacularly have repudiated earlier 
indecision, upsetting Communist meetings by offering to die rather then renounce 
fidelity to the Pope and his representatives. Futher Che (sic) was arrested July 2, 
a month after his speech. He has not been seen since." 

There are now eleven bishops and about « hundred priests in prison. The 
Central Catholic Bureau in Shanghai, an importent publications distritution center, 
has been closed down. 


S PEKING 


A letter from Ralph Lapwood, LMS missionary, professor of Mathematics at 
Yenching, cnd cs far &s known here still Decn of the College of Science, is dated 
July 31, 1951, and has the following news: They eat English breckfust and tea, and 
Chinese lunch and dinner. Their children go to Chinese school. Three new mildings 
are going up at Yenching, 2 girls! dining hall, a men's dormitory and en clectrical 
lab. The Peking Town Planning Council plans to evoid liurge mildings within the city 
walls, to put clean factories on the west of the city, and dirty ones on the east, 
with cultural centers on the north and northwest. Inside the city the installation 
of a drainage system goes on apace, and much is finished. The huge new swimming 
center is in full swing, end enormously popular. The shops seem prosperous and 
quality of goods is improving rapidly. Dr. C. C. Liu, Head of the Biology Dept., 
has been appointed by the government to be President of West Chine University. In 
his farewell address at Yenching he said, "At last we have a government such as I 
have longed for for years, 2 government that does not merely talk, but gets things 
done — achieves all it plans ana more. The reilweys from Chungking to Chengtu had 
been planned for forty years, and money had been provided, but no line was tilt 
until last year and now trains already run half wey - next yezr the line will be 
finished. Or look <t things near ct hand: The Hsi Chih Men has for years been 4 
tr: ffic jcm - the road running tortuously through two narrow gates and ecross a 
narrow bridge. Now the bridge has been widened cnd two new gates cut in the wall, 
one for traffic each way, and treffic runs smoothly without denger. There was plenty 
of money before, but now we have a government that takes thought for the ordinary 
people. Or look at the tmilding going on all sarounc Peking, of which the new 
People's University is typical; these new buildings are not palaces for officicls, 
amusement houses, or factories for private profit; they are planned for the true 
good of the people." Mr. Lapwood goes on to pay high tribute to Dr. Liu's integrity 
end courage, 


Two pastors culled on Mr. Lapwood bringing documents which he signed turn- 
ing over all LMS property in North China to the Church of Christ in Chine. The 
pastors reported their churches to be going well, that previous misunderstandings 
with the government were being clecred away. They were much impressed with the 
government decision that church property used for purely religious purposes should 
be tax-free. This has relieved them of « great finenci.l burden. 


A fortnight previously 150 young people of Peking had held < conference at 
Yenching, with "Christi:nity anc Patriotism" as the theme. The leadership was in the 
hands of recent School of Religion graductes who are trying to combine marxism with 
Christiczn convictions. Men from the Jesus Homes (or Jesus Family) assisted in the 
Conference. Lapwood comments: "The combination of the deep and simple religious 
fzith of the Jesus Homes leaders cnd the intelligence end training of the School of 
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Religion graduates, offers hope of new end strong leadership for the church, and ea 
policy appropriate to the social and political situation of the times." 


Miss Lucy Burtt writes on shipboard, between Tientsin and Hongkong, a 
letter dated July 22, 1951. She states that the northwest suburben cultural center 
is to have accommodations for es many as 100,000 students within a few years. She 
names some of the schools: People's University, University for Minorities People, 
Chiao Yeng University, the Revolutionary University, the Foreign Language School, 
the Merx-Lenin Institute, 


The pre-med course at Yenching is now two years, with one year of English 
in the second year, leading to entrance to PUMC or other medical schools by recom- 
mendation from Yenching without further examination, 


There is greet activity in translation work. The government is financing 
the translation by specialists like Wu Hsing-hua and Lucy Chen of three hundrec 
English classics, and bilinguel people in other departments are giving most of their 
summer vacation to trenslating standard texts and books of reference from English 


and Russian, 


Her lest note is thet she has provisional sailing from England for the U.S. 
on the Queen Elizabeth on December 6, 


John Clews, 2 British free lance writer, visited Peking in Mey as a repre- 
sentative of the National Students Organization. He writes of his experiences in 
the September 30 New York Times Megazine, He spoke at the People's University, and 
describes it as follows: "Three years’ experience as a revolutionary is a require- 
ment for matriculation. The curriculum is based on courses in Merxism, Leninism and 
'The Thought of Mao', together with the usuel subjects. Except for diplomacy students 
who can learn a certain amount of English, German, or French, the only foreign lan- 
guage taught is Russian. There ere Russian lecturers on the staff. In time most of 
the key positions in China's political, social and economic life are to be filled by 
graduetes of 'people's universities'". He saw less snti-Americen hate and hysteria 
at Yenching than at the People's University. 

He thinks that the Chinese Communist technique for building up xenophobia 
is much like what he had seen in Eastern Europe, but with the following variations: 
1. Uess openly pro-Soviet ana more national. 2. Harping less on the "downtrodden" 
masses of the West, and more on the exploitation of China by the West. 3. Aimed 
more directly at America, rather than at "decadent bourgeois culture." 


NEWS SHANGHAI 


Letters from Shenghei written in September state that Associated Mission 
Treasurers had finally been given permission to close on August 31, but claims could 
be presented through September 30. The Staff had been sitting around ell this time 
with no work to do, using up the reserves, and are now demanding that all the equip- 
ment be turned over to them. Letters from America reach Shanghei regulerly, taking 


about eleven days. 


Chen Ren-bing, Professor et St. John's, son of the evangelist Marcus Chen, 
has an article in the Chine Monthly Review for July on "Drive cgainst Spies and 
Saboteurs”. He was on the committee which reviewed the trials of major special 
agen Shanghai. He states,"Before 1951 there was a definite tendency toward too 
great leniency. It is now recognized that this was « misteke in administration of 
the policy so cleerly set forth in the Common Progrem." He insists that the persons 
arrested were real criminals, and not just "Unorthodox" thinkers. He seys, "This 
campeign is against perpetrators of overt criminal and treasonable acts. It has 
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nothing to do with one's 'thoughts'. Special efforts are being made to draw a line 
of distinction between delibernte bonafide counter-revolutionaries and those 
citizens who may have possibly expressed dissenting views on e number of subjects 
éna are slow in catching up with Chine's new progress. Among various checks estab- 
lished to ensure that gentences passed are just, he notes in particular a Shanghei 
Exemination Committee which reviews all cases before sentence is carricd out. The 
membership of this Committee includes the following: Dean Cheng Chin-yi (Univ. of 
Shenghai), Y. T. Wu (YMCA), Core Deng (YWCA). Such examination committees he finds 
"highly emblemztic of the democratic process in an era of new democracy." He ends 
by asserting thit the effect of the campaign against counter-revolutionary clements 
has been very beneficicl in enhanced security and prosperity. 


LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM THE, EXPERIENCES OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 
IN CHINA 


A sub-committee of the China Comnittce, composed of Harold S. Mctthews, 
chairmen, Rowland M, Cross, Wallacc C. Merwin, «nda R. Pierce Beaver, hes carried 
through a searching study of the lessons to be learned from experiences in Chins 
thet might be of help in our missioncry work clsewhere. 


The study was made i: two different ways: 


le. A Questionnaire answered by 152 missionaries of 22 different mission 


boards. 
2. A three-day conference at Stony Point, N.Y., July 17-19. 


The 34-page mimeogr:.phca report of this study can be secured for fifty 
cents from 
he Pierce Benver 
3041 Brocdway 
New York 27, N.Y. 


There is & wide range ot suggestions for improvement in our missionary 
progrem proposed in this stuay, tut those which seem to be stressed most strongly 
ana most frequently are; 


1. Devolution in administration and cuthority should have proceeded more 
rapidly. 

2. Missionaries should live more simply, and in smaller heuses, so 2s not to 
create a gap between them and their co-workers. 

3. The development of the church, as contrasted with cmphasis upon educational 
ana other subsidiary institutions, should have been stressed more strongly. 

4. The whole church nceds to be more specifically prepired, by « thorough 
doctrin:l grounding, to meet the chalicnge of Communism. 


CHINESE IN THE UNITED STATES 


Col. Victor Constant, of the China Institute, hes proviaed the following 
information: All Chinese in the U.S. may now apply for Displaced Person stetus. If 
they should subsequently go <brozd, they shoulda make arrangements for re-entry with 
the Immigration authorities before they leeve. Leaving would not prejudice their 
re-entry, but it would forfeit their stetus es potential citizens by disqualifying 
them under the seven year residential requirement, 
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NEWS OF INDIVIDUAL MISSIONARIES 


Dr. A. Stewart Allen (Chungking) is still in prison, G. E. Rackham, when 
he left Chungking this summer, left behind enough money for Allen's travel to the 
coast, and thinks that there cre indications thet he mey soon be expelled. Rackham 
was allowed to take some clothing ond soap to the prison for Allcn, but no food, and 
was not allowed to see hin, 


Mrs. Olin Stockwell (Chungking) has now reached Hongkong, where she will 
await her husband, who is also in prison. Like Allen, there is some slight hope 
that he may be expelled from the country before long. 


Miss Geneva Suyre, the last Free Methodist missionary, has now left China, 
arriving in Hongkéng on August 30. She had been imprisoned for some time, 


Devid Paton (CMS Foochow) expects to take < parish in England. 


Victor E. W. Hayward is now General Foreign Secretary of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, London, 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR AIRPLANES 


News has been received that one church group in China took a fund of con- 
siderable size that hid been sent from the Mission Board for church work and turned 
it over to the government cs its contribution to the fund for the purchase of 
airplanes. They were probably under strong pressure to make 4 contribution, and 
this proved to be the easiest way out, 


NOTICE TO BOARD SECRETARIES 


This Bujletin is alrecay being sent to a considereble number of ex-Chine 
missionaries. Many, however, ao not know cbout it. Will you please, in your next 
news letter to your missionaries, let those in America know that any interested in 
keeping up on the news from China may be put on our mailing list in eccordence with 
the offer on page one of this Bulletin. For those not in America the Mission Boards 
should themselves make the arrangements to purchase from this office 2 sufficient 
number of the Bulletins to circulate among them. This should be done in particular 
for all those whom the Boards hope to keep available for renewed work in Chine 


whenever that should become possible, 


Francis P. Jones, Consultant 
Chine Committee 


Wallace C. Merwin, Secretary 
China Committee 


- 
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A study of our office budget for the past year indicates that the cost of 
the bulletins greatly exceeds the $1.00 that we have been asking friends to give, 
therefore the China Committee has voted to ask that the minimum contribution per year 
for these bulletins be $2.00 


LITERATURE DENUNCIATIONS (From Tien Feng, Sept. 1, 1951) 


A joint meeting of various Christian literature societies was held in 
Shanghai on August 4. The speeches of the following were reported in full: W. B. 
Djang, Secretary of the Council of Christian Publishers, Chester Mico, Z. K. Zia, and 
Mary Liu. The "imperialist poison" which they find in Christian literature can be 
summed up’ in the following accusations: 1. It is pro-American. 2. It is anti-Russian 
and anti-Communist. - 3. It considers that religion shoula be "above politics." 4. It 
espouses Reformism, that is, the attempt to improve society without recognizing the 
fundamental factor, class conflict. Especial mention is made of Ruth Ure!'s The 
Highway of Print to prove the point that the imperialists have been consciously using 
Christian literature as a means to poison the minds of the whole world. 


In Bulletin #113 the censoring of all existing Christien literature was re- 
ported. This number of Tien Feng reports that the results of that censoring to date 
are as follows: 


Books examined Found questionable 
Christian Lit. Society. 330 207 
Baptist Bookstore 107 57 
Association Press 316 173 


It is not stated what is to be done with the books found questionable. Probably some 
of them will be suppressed outright and the rest revised and republished. The denun- 
ciations reach all the way back to Timothy Richard, Young Allen, and Evan Morgan. 


The Tien Feng editor points a menacing finger at the publishing organiza- 
tions which have not yet held denunciation meetings; Little Flock, Baptist Bookstore, 
Sunday School Union, and Seventh Dey Adventists. In addition the Seventh Day 
Adventists are denounced for publishing articles on such subjects as "God's Servants 
Must Be Courageous." "Whet is the purpose", the editor asks, "of such a sentence as 
‘In time of crisis God's servants must be faithful unto aeath?' Is it not to dis- 
credit the People's Government? We cannot permit this type of literature to continue." 


Quotes from W. B. Djang's speech; "The CLS published biographies of over 
fifty great men, The greatest proportion of these were imperialistic capitalists, 
adventurers, and evangelists. There were three biographies of Livingstone, the 
aggressor in Africa." (He must have had his tongue in his cheek when he made this 
reference to Livingstone. FJ) "Whether the literature be modernist or fundamentalist, 
spiritual or social gospel, conservative or liberal, in the publications of every 
organization there are not a few that have imperialist poison in then." 


Quotes from Mary Liu: "While some people were discussing my first sclf- 
examination and giving me suggestions, I felt that these colleagues were using this 
method to get rid of me...If I don't examine myself ana purge out these influences, 
it will be harmful to myself ana to the ones who are near me." (These sentences are 
an illuminating revelation of what goes on behind the scenes. FJ) "In 1935 I became 
editor of *The Woman's Messenger?. It was filled with poisonous pro-American 
throughts. It introduced American and British literature, and American and British 
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home life. Although it was purcly a religious megazinc, it published an anti- 
Soviet and anti-Communist article by z K. Zia in September 1936, and another anti- 
Cctuminist article, translated by imperialist request, entitled, 'Christians Should 
Not Be Commnists!....When I look at the old copies of 'The Woman's Messenger’ now, 
I feel much ashamed, I will be a new person, a good Christian and a good citizen, 
under the guidance of the Communist Perty and the Committee to Oppose America, Aid 
Korea, ana Carry Out the Three-seclf Reform of the Christian Church." (Notice how 
this Committee is taking an official place alongside the Communist Party and super-— 
seding the organization of the church itself. FJ) 


A NEW CRIME DISCOVERED 


Y. T. Wu has discovered a new crime of the American imperialists. After 
saying that the government's care for the church is like a mother's care for her 
child, he goes on; "When we compare the hardhearted freezing of the funds of the 
church and the persecution of Chinese Christians by the American imperialists with 
the loving care of the Communist Government, every Christien with a conscience must 
say thet the New China is to be loved and America to be hated...The most important 
question is not 'How shall the Church exist without funds?! but 'How shall the Church 
be purged of Americen imperialist influences?!" He states that there are now 
277,816 signatures to the Christizn Manifesto published in 1950. (Tien Feng, Sept. 1) 


HANKOW NEWS 


The Swedish-English Blina Home in Wuchang and the Jen Ju Old Poople's and 
Cripples' Home have been taken over by the government. The Hankow Ta Kung Pao 
(Sept. 18) reports that St. Paul's Episcopel Church fervently supported this move. 
The paper charged that the American Episcopal sisters who had carricd on the Old 
People's Home had dragged the patients around by the hair, and had given them poison 


to kill them off. 


The Methodist Church (English - Hsun-tao-hui) has held a centennial con- 
ference in Hankow. More than thirty delegates from all over China met for five days. 
The accusations, of @ rather childish nature, wore chiefly aimed at Rev. Harold B. 
Rattenbury (former English Methodist missionary and Secretary for Chinz). (Ta Kung 
Pao, Sept. 22) | 


Rev. K. Ke Hsiao is to be one of 32 Commissioners to govern Hankow, 
Hanyang énd Wuchang, according to a China News Agency report. Last spring he was the 
president of the Hankow Synod of the English Methodist Church. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


The following American Baptist missionaries have just come out from China; 
Dr. and Mrs. Dryden Phelps, Miss Sarah Downer ana Miss Broadbeck from West China; 
Dr. (Miss) Everham from Swatow. Seven Baptist missionaries are still in the Swatow 
area, 

The American Presbyterian (Northern) Mission Board have thirteen mission- 
aries still in Chine. 

Mr.B. W. Lanphear, American Episcopel missionary, died in Shanghai on 
July 4. 

Rev. and Mrs. E. J. Hamlin (Northern Presbyterians from Tsinan) heave 
reached New York after their exit from Tientsin last Mey. They were both in prison 
for nearly two months prior to their deportation. 

Miss Irene Forsythe (Northern Presbyterian ) came out from Tsingteo during 


September. 
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SPECIAL SERVICE OF INTERCESSION FOR CHINA 
(as used in London, June 22, 1951) 


ACT OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE CHURCH OF CHINA (to be said all standing) 


"The Lora is King, be the people never so unpatient: He sitteth between the 
cherubim, be the earth never so unquict." 


Let us give thanks to God for ell who, through the ages, have gone forth from 
many lands in obedience to the call of God to proclaim the Gospel to the 
people of China. 


RESPONSE: We thank Thee, O God 


That, through their faithful witness, by the overation of the Holy Spirit, there 
has been planted in every part of Chine, the Church of the Living God. 


That, in times of misunderstanding, opposition and persecution, the Church of 
China has not failea but rather has been purified and strengthened. 


For those whom Thou has callea out from that Church to occupy positions of 
leadership and responsibility, and for the way in which, through the years, 
Thou has prepared them for the burdens they are now called upon to bear. 


For those who have translated the Bible into the languege of China and by the 
production and distribution of Christian literature hi.ve brought the Word of 
God into the homes of the people. 


For all movements towards closer cooperation between the various branches of 
the Church, for « deepening sense of unity in Christ, and for fellowship in the 
furtherance of the Gospel. 


For the faithful witness of pastors, professors, teachers, doctors and nurses, 
and for all Christians in town and village who by their lives show forth 


their Faith, 


Almighty God, whose will it is that ail men should be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of Thy Truth, we give Thee humble anda hearty thanks that, in Thine infi- 
nite wisdom and mercy, Thou hast taken the faulty service of frail men and 

women and established in Chine Thy Church, founding it upon the Rock, so that, 
defended by Thine Almight power, it may stand against all the forces of evil and 


bear witness to Thy Love ana Thy Truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


INTERCESSIONS FOR CHINA 
Let us Pray: 


For the present leaders of Chine: 


Theat they may use their new power for the real and lasting good of their 
Country 2nd their People. 


That they may seek the true ways of Peace and understanding with the Peoples of 
all nations. 


That they may seek to make Chine strong with the strength of goodness by 
establishing righteousness, justice and true equity amongst all their people. 
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That true liberty may be honoured and practised and the real good of ali their 
people may be diligently pursued. 


For the Church in China: 


For her Leaders - that in these days cf new dangers, | and new 
opportunities and new responsibilities, they may be granted strength, clear 
vision and Divine Leadership. 


Further, that there may be granted uito them é sure and certain faith, that 
whatever the limitations on fellowship may be, yet in Christ they are and will 
ever remain at one with the leaders of His Church throughout the world. 


Especially let us pray for those Leaders who at this time are subject to severe 
testing. (Let us in our hearts name any who are known to us.) 


For her Members — That in the midst of an atmosphere of secular-materialism 
and opposition, and in a time when their faith is being tried as in a furnace, 
they may be kept true to God and to God's Love for them ana for all men, friend 


and enemy alike, 


Further that they as Christians may be given the opportunity to make their 
distinctive contribution to the building up of a stronger and better China. 


Especially let us pray for all who are now subjected to direct or indirect 
forms of pressure, hardship or even danger. 


Let us above all pray that the Church in China may more ana more become one in 
Christ and that she may grow in her knowledge of God and His purposes for China 
and the world, in her loyalty to Christ as Supreme Head of the Church, and in 
her willingness to spend end be spent for the good of all mankind. 


For all Christians engaged in the task of Educaticn: 


For all Christian Presidents, members of staff and students in the Christian 
Universities (those that have become Government institutions and those remain- 
ing independent), that they by their work and lives may make clear to all the 
distinctive contribution which they have to make to China in these days of 


revolutionary change. 


That in all times of discussion and testing they may at one and the same time 
both remain loyal to their faith and be ready to give to the utmost of their 
gifts and powers for the welfare of China and the Chinese people. 


For all Christian teachers and students in the Schools throughout China, 
that however strong the pressure may be to forswear their Christian profession 
they may be kept true to Christ and be enabled to win others to His Service. 


For all engaged in the tasks of Heeling and Social Work: 


For all who teach in Medical Colleges, and those who train Social Workers, 
that they may follow in the steps of The Great Physician end the Divine 
Servant of Mankind, and that they and ail who practice the arts of healing, 
nursing and social reform, may bring Christ to all whom they seck to heal 


and help, 
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For all Christians cngaged in Literary 


That in these days of growing literacy 
into China which extol materialism and 
end life, the Christian writers may be 
ever shall be, the "Way, the Truth and 


For ourselves: 


That in our thoughts for China, our Ch 
China, we may remember 


That God lives, thut He remains the Lo 
as at all times to ‘make the writh of | 
of Chine are His People and the Church 
time, 


(A joint meeting called by 


Conference of Missionary Soc: 
and 
China Christien | 


Service conducted by the Rev 
General Secri 

Address by the Rev, Harold B. 
Ex-Presiden: 


= 
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1 Literary Work; 


, literacy and the inflowing of many books 
lism and the materialistic vicws of history 
rs may be enabled to point to Him who is and 
Truth and the Life". 


a, Our Chinese friends, and the Church in 


ns the Lord of History, that He is able now 
wrath of Man to preisec Him!'; that the People 
he Church of China His Church now and for 


by 


onary Socictics in Great Britain and Ireland 
and 
hristien Universities Association 


y the Rev. Canon M. a. C. Warren, D.D. 
eral Secretary, Church Missionary Society. 
Harold B. Rattenbury 

President of the Methodist Conference.) 


2o- — 


Francis P. Jones, Consultant 
Chine Committce 


Wellzce C. Merwin, Sccretery 
Chine 
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(Missionaries in America wishing to be placed on the mailing list of this BULLETIN 
are asked to send their names to the abpve adaress with a contribution of two 
dollars toward the cost of the Bulletins. Boards contributing to the administrative 
budget of the Far Eastern Joint Office will receive a copy without extra payment.) 


The office has just received copies of Tien Feng for June 9, and from 


- July 14 to August 25. A great deal of the space in these magazines is given up to 


detailed accounts of the denunciation meetings that have been held in various places, 
with many of the denunciation speeches reported in full. In particular, the follow- 
ing denunciation meetings have been reported with considerable detail; National YM 
and YW, Sheng Kung Hui (Episcopal Church), publishing agencies (reported in #116), 
Nanking Theological Seminary, Foochow, Nanking and Shanghai churches, etc. The 14 
CCC churches of Shanghai were to hold a joint denunciation meeting in Moore Memorial 
Church on August 19. 


The persons accused are usually American missionaries. In Foochow a 
British missionary (CMS) was also accused, as well as a Chinese, Bishop W. Y. Chen, 
In Nanking violent speeches were reported against Hsu Ch'ao-—ch'eng, leader of a con- 
servative Christian Students Union (Inter-Varsity Fellowship?). The usual accusations 
against them are; 1. They place religion above politics. 2. They teach the Love, 
Praise, and Fear America poison. 3. They oppose Russia, Communism, and the People's 
Government. 4. They act as spies for their government. 5. They use "small favors" 
to gain the good will of the people for America. This last charge is laid indiscrimi- 
nately against all who have really helped the Chinese people in one way or another 
that cannot be denied. 


The method of displaying exhibits is noted in a number of places. Nanking 
Theological Seminary had an exhibit for a week, with various documents and other 
supposedly incriminating material on display. One of the items in this exhibit was 
a series of former graduation theses, with sections marked in red which showed the 
imperialistic and capitalistic tendencies of the missionaries who had advised the 
students on these theses. 


It is evident that the meetings are not spontaneous, but are carried 
through by pressure from the ever watchful Religious Affairs Bureaus of the local 
governments. This comes out inadvertently in a number of reports. Government 
officials not only start the plans for these meetings, but are active in the direc- 
tion of all the charges made. 


In spite of this government backing, the denunciation movement is only - 
moderately successful. The charges made in Tsinan were very moderate in tone, and 
many churches refuse to hold such meetings at all. This has worried the editor of 
Tien Feng, and he devotes two editorials (Aug. 18 and 25) to whipping up the flagging 
zeal. He notes a number of reasons that have been given for not holding denunciation 
meetings, and attempts to answer them one by one. They are as follows: 1. Some do 
not want to get too much involved, for fear the Nationalists should come back, and 
they would then be objects of reprisals. 2. Others say that they have been inde- 
pendent for a long time and do not need to hold such a mecting; they have no material 
for denunciations. 3. Some say, My children are in America studying, and such an 
act will hurt them. 4. Others say, We still have funds available for our work; we 
do not need to make any special effort along the linc of the Three-self Movement. 

5. Still others oppose the meetings on principle, saying that the meetings are not 
in accord with the Christian teaching of love and brotherhood. 6. Others draw a 


| 
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distinction between the Christian point of view and the political point of view, 
saying that what is suitable in politics is not suitable in church. 7. Others say 
they would lose face in holding such a meeting. 8. Finally, and most interesting 
of all, some preachers say that if they hold such a meeting their church members will 
no longer come to church. The editor devotes considerable space to answering this 
one, admitting that that has been the result where some denunciation meetings have 
been held, but claiming that the tide will soon turn, and then church members will 
no longer be willing to attend churches thet have not held denunciation meetings. 


HOME MISSIONS (CCC) 


The pressure of self-support has not forced the Church of Christ in China 
to give up or curtail its home missions work in Kweichow, Yunnan ana the Border 
Service Region. The CCC News Bulletin Kung Pao for August 1 reports that nearly 
seventy million dollars (equivalent to between three and four thousand U.S. dollars) 
has been raised thus far this year. The largest contributions have come as usual 
from the Shanghai churches, where fourteen churches raised 27% million dollars. 
Other synods raised over forty million. 


The editor mentions particularly North Anhwei, which is still a famine 
stricken region, eas subscribing in a very sacrificial way. An Amoy pastor, Chou 
Ch'ing-tse, writes, “Amoy business, because of the enemy blockade, and because re- 
mittances from overseas Chinese have stopped, is very poor. However, our members, 
realizing that conditions in the mission areas must be still worse, have subscribed 


very liberally." 


REGULATIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS YUAN ON THE METHOD OF CONTROLLING 
CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE RECEIVED FINANCIAL HELP FROM AMERICA 
Issuea by Chou En-lai July 24, 1951 
(In Bulletin 4114 4 summary statement was made about Government Regulations on the 

Churches, based on & New York Times despatch. Since then the complete text in 
Chinese of the Decree has been received. Because of its fundamental nature, and 
because Tien Feng and Kung Pao constently refer to it in issues since July 24, 
showing that it has great bearing on present uy church policy, we now publish the 
Decree in full. It is regularly referred to by the last four words of the title 
of the Decree: "Ch'u-li pan-fa'- Method of Control-). 


This Yuan in its 65th meeting on Dec. 29, 1950, issued a ruling on churches 
and other institutions receiving aid from America, and authorized Vice—premier Kuo 
Mo-—jo to make a statement that all religious institutions should be self-supporting . 
and that the government would assist them in this movement. The following rcgula- , 
tions are now issued regarding institutions which have received American help: 


1. Chinese Christian churches and other organizations should immediately sever 
all relations with American Mission Boards, and with Mission Boards which receive a 
major part of their funds from America, Such Mission Boards shall immediately cease 


all activities in China. 


2. Americans who are now working in Chinese Christian churches and other 
organizations shell be treated according to the following rules: 
(1) Those who by word or decd work against the Peoples Government shall be 
dismissed from their work, and given appropriate punishment by the government. 
(2) Those desiring to leave the country may do so. 
(3) Those who are not reactionary and whom the church or other organization f 
wishes to employ end support may continue their work, but may not hold any adminis-— 


trative position, 
3. Self-supporting churches and organizations which have been carrying on 


on 
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service projects, such as medical and benevolent organizations, may, if their 
finances are sufficient, continue these activities. But a Board of Managers must be 
organized, which will be responsible for ensuring that government regulations are 
obeyed. -A tist of the members of such a Board shall be sutmitted to the government 
for approval. If their finances are not sufficient, they may petition the govern- 
ment either to make them a grant or to teke over the institution. But colleges, 
micale schools anc primary schools established by churches (not including schools of 
religion) shall be separate from churches. In principle the property used by such 

> schools should belong to them, but if in any cases property is used jointly by 
schools and churches, the local government shall make an equitable division accord- 
ing to the merits of the case. 


4 j#=‘Foreign mission boards which desire to turn over their property in China 
(not including land) to Chinese Christian churches end organizations may do so, with 
government approvél, and such churches and organizations may receive all or a part 
of such property. But these gifts must be entirely unconditional. 


5. - Self-supporting churches and Young Men's and Young Women's Christian 
Associations may have taxes remitted on their churches and offices directly used 


for their work. 


6. Buildings offered for rent by Chinese Christian churches and organizations 
shall be rented in accordance with government regulations ind un appropriate tax 
paid. If any buildings are used by the government, a lease mey, if demanded, be 
worked out on the basis of the local situztion and the needs of the church, 


7.  ##Any church which is self-governing, self-supporting, end self-propageting, 
may make application to the government for permission to bring into the country any 
balances which they had on deposit abroad on and before December 29, 1950. The 
application must show the source and intended use of such funds. If there is any 
concealment, misstatement or othcr attempted friud in the epplication, the persons 
concerned must bear the legal responsibility. 


8. Every church and organization which has received financial help from 
abroad shall, in accordance with the Regulations for Registering all Cultural, 
Educational, Benevolent, and Religious Bodics which receive foreign subsidies, make 
the proper registration, without delay or neglect for any reason; if such organiza— 
tion has alreudy become sclf-supporting, ea canceling note may be iudded to the 
registretion. 


NEWS FROM CHELOO 


Dr. F. S. Dreke of Cheloo Theological College arrived in Hongkong from 
Tsinan on October 10. The Seminary now consists of Deun Loh, 2 teachers and 12 
students. The teachers' salaries come from income from work done by the students. 
There is & plan under consideration to move the Seminary to Pcking, but the 
authorities will not allow that until they have had time to work out 4 plan for 
theological education in China, 


There is a strong religious interest among the students of the University, 
with 50 to 60 meeting together for dailing evening preyer. Their religious thinking 
is very conservative, of the Ling-en variety. But they have a strong social sense, 
and spend a good deal of time hclping out in the local churchcs. 


The city churches in Tsinan are going forward well. The evangelistic 
center carried on by the English Baptist Missions is very popular with people seck- 
ing spiritual guidance. Country churches are also in a relatively good position. 
Officials seem now to be less hostile than they were. There are many traveling 
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evangelists of the Ling-en variety who seem to be able to travel about quite freely. 


The churches of the British and the American missions have now come to- 
gether in one united synod, the Shantung Synod (CCC). The chairman, to whom Dr. 
Drake pays tribute as a fine leader, is the Rev. Chang Szu-ching, former English 


Baptist Synod Secretary. 


The Roman Catholic Bishop in Tsinan, a German, was under house arrest, and 
five priests were in prison. The Chinese priests have been pressed to accuse their 
Bishop but so far they have absolutely refused to do so. 


The land distribution has now been completed, and seems to have been 
accepted by the people in good spirit. Taxes are very heavy, both in the country and 
in the city, Tnesetaxes are killing private enterprise, which is probably their 
purpose, The result of lend distribution may be smaller crops, since so much of the 
lend is now in the hands of people of less ability than the former owners. Indus- 
trial developments are taking place in certain areas, but there is danger of a 


breakdown in the economy. 


NEWS OF CHINESE CHURCHES 


National flags are now displayed in churches all over China. 


Rev. Y. S. Tom hes retired from the presidency of Centon Union Theological 
College, ana hes been succeeded by N. F. Kucng, tor some yeers professor of Old 
Testament in the College. 


Christian leadcrs ere now urging young people to enter military service. 
The following have already entered military training schools: sons of NCC Secretary 
George Wu and YMCA Secretury Kiang Wen—hen, and « daughter of Episcopal Bishop (of 
Honan) Lindel Tsen,. 


Li Hao-shen hes been dismissed, <«fter denunciation, from the principalship 
of the University of Shunghei Midule School, 


A number of church leaders have been taking an active part in Lend Reforn, 
including Shao Feng-yuan (Ernest Sheo) end P. H. Wang who went from Hopei to 
Szechuan to assist in the lend redistribution there, end CCC Secretcry Chu Ch'en- 
sheng, who took part in the land redistribution in the Shunghzi érea,. 


Churches and institutional property all over the country which have been 
named for foreign donors are being renamed in the process of wiping out all imperial- 


istic influences. 


Churches all over the country are active in raising money for airplanes and 
cannon. Tien Feng notes thet some Christiuns have questioned the propricty of taking 
such subscriptions in Christian churches, but urgues by reference to Moses, Scmuel, 
David, etc., thet it is the true Christian spirit. 


CCC General Secretary H. H. Tsui spent the month of July visiting the 
churches of Fukien ‘and pushing the Three-self Movement. 
which 
A Chekiang country church/had had to suspend services during the period 
of land redistribution resumed its regular services on Msy 6. 


A Hongkong letter of Oct. 24 reports that Soochow University President 
Y. C. Yang, Law School Dean C. W. Shon, and Shanghai University former President 
Henry Lin have been arrested and sentenced to ten years in prison. 
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Hongkong. 
NEWS OF CHINA MISSIONARIES 


The Associated Press for October 20 states that there are still 300 
Americans in China, 30 of them prisoners. 


Miss Chen, Dean of McTyeire Girls School, Shanghai, has arrived in 


Rev. Perry Hanson, retired Methodist missionary from Taian, Shantung, and 
now living in Tsingtao, was "expelicd" from the Chinese Methodist Church in Tsingtao 
on July 14. This was a church which he had himself organized. 


In correction of the statement in Bulletin #115, that Ralph Lapwood was 
Dean of the College of Science at Yenching University, it is now learned that he 
resigned from all administrative work some time ago, probably in the summer of 1950. 


Methodist Nurse Alma Ericson has arrived in Hongkong from West China. 


Dr. Pearl Fosnot, Methodist, is still teaching this fall in West China 
Union University. The University is paying her salary. 


GENERAL NEWS 


A New York Times despatch from Hongkong (October 21) quotes 4 Chinese 
Ministry of Labor circular for October 7 which states, "The nation's economic and 
financial conditions have not basically turned for the better." 


Edward Hunter has just published a book with the self-explanetory title 
Breinwashing in Red China (Vanguard Press $3.50). 


\ A Hongkong friend, writing October 24, states that the morning papers were 
full of Mao's speech of the previous day. He says, "There seems to be a little 
tremulous note in Meo's voice when he says, 'If America had not occupied our Formosa 
and destroyed North Korea and threatened to. invade China we would not have fought 
the Americcn troops.' I can elmost hear him saying under his breath, 'I wish we 


hadn't ‘a done it.'" 


Francis P. Jones, Consultant 
China Comnittce 
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ROTESTANT-CATHOLIC CATION 


The government—inspired attempt to unite all Protestant denominations and 
Roman Catholicism into one united Christian church still goes on, in spite of stubborn 
resistance from the Roman Catholics. The September 15 issue of Tien Feng has an 
article by Marcus Chen, entitled "Love of Country, Love of Church Both Lovely," and 
with the sub-title "A Discussion with Roman Catholic and Protestant Church-members." 
He begins by denouncing Father John Tung (Tung Shih-chih; see #115, p. 4). He quotes 
Tung as having said, "I ought to love my country and my church, but in case of con- 
flict between the two I ought rather to love the church than my country." This seems 
to Marcus to be terrible treason, and he calls him "the faithful running dog of | 
imperialism." Since nothing more’ has been heard of the fate of Father Tung since his 
arrest on July 2, one wonders why the patriots have to keep on talking about hin. 


He then goes on to say how much alike the two branches of Christendom are, 
quite alike in faith and doctrine, and differing only in form and organization. He 
himself haa worshipped in St. Peter's Rome and received the Eucharist there. He was 
received by the Pope, and "we mutually exchanged blessings." 


He then comes to the nub of the matter. "After liberation the Catholic and 
Protestant churches, since they wished to break off from imperialistic influences, 
united under the patriotic banner. Here in Chungking the two churches have engaged 
in political studies together, and in demonstrations of love for country we have welk- 
ed together, showing thet we are truly united. I always say that it is imperialism 
which has divided our two groups. The influence of these imperialists is now cut off, 
and we will readily be re-united. Formerly in our Seminary we had a British teacher 
who noted my constant friendship for Catholic fellow-Christians. He was opposed to 
it, and said that I ought not to look upon Catholics as of the same household. I re- 
plied that Chinese Protestant Christians and Roman Catholic believers worshipped the 
same true God, for whether we called him Tien-chu or Shangti there was no difference, 
We also believe in our Saviour Jesus Christ, and we are fellow-Chinese. Should we not 


be united?" 


The rest of the article answers the two questions, What is the church, and 
how should we love it? and What is our country, and how should we love it? The 
church which Father Tung loves is not the true church, he maintains, but only the 
agent of imperialism. The true love of church, he goes on to stete, "is to receive 
the love of Tien-chu, and by believing in Jesus to receive salvation, obeying the 
teaching of St. Peter, 'Do not oppose revolution.'" 


As to love of country, he admits that he never really knew what it meant 
until he learned it from Mao Tse-tung "1t was only after liberation and in my study 
of Marx and Lenin that I understood a little. After my political thinking was 
corrected, I understood what the nation was and what it was to love it. I want to 
say that our studies of China, its history and geography, have been wrong. One day 
while I was reading what President Mao says about history and geography, though it 
consisted of only a few hundred words, my confusion was suddenly cleered. Now I know 


that China can be loved." 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
The University of Nanking and Ginling College were formally taken over by 
the Education Department of the East China Military Government on September 19. The 
new name is The Public Ginling University (Kung-lih Ginling Ta-hsioh). Administra- 


tion is in the hands of a committee of thirteen from faculty, students, and workers, 
with Li Fang-hsuin and Wu Yi-fang as Chairman and Vice-Chairmen, 


West China Union University was taken over by the Cultural Affairs Depart- 
ment (Wen Chiao Pu) of the Southwest Military Government on October 6 and renamed the 
Public West China University (Kung-lih Hua-hsi Ta-hsioh). The new president Liu 
Ch'eng-chao took office on that date. It is worth noting that the New China News 
Agency does not call him Chairman of the Committee but President. October arrivals 
in Hongkong report that his word is law - no more committees with coolies on them 
helping to decide University policies, 


Anglo-Chinese College and Huanan College Middle School have now been com- 
bined, and named the Fukien Province Foochow Second Middle School. 


The Peking Government is increasing its pressure on thought reform. The 
Hongkong Standard for October 25 reports: "More than three thousand professors and 
lecturers of the twenty institutions of higher education in Peking and Tientsin are 
undergoing "thoughtreform" treatment under the Study Committee of the Ministry of 
Education, an official Chinese Comminist report from Peking disclosed yesterdzy." 
The institutions involved include Yenching, Fujen, and Tsinghua. Chou En-lai inau- 
gurated the movement on September 29. It is being extended to other cities, and it 
is reported that former president Fung and others from West China University in 
Chengtu are now in such classes. 


The Indusco (Americen Committee in Aid of Chinese Industrial Cooperatives) 
school at Sanden, Kansu, the Beilie School, now has nearly 600 students, with many 
new departments added, such as paper-making. Australian—born Rewi Alley, veteran | 
Co-op worker in China is still there as Indusco!'s representative. He is assisted by | 
Courtney Archer, of tiie Friends Service Unit , and by Shirley Burton,of the New | 
Zealand Council of Organizations for Relicf Services Overseas. Early this summer 
Indusco was able to send funds to Sandan, but when a month later they applied for a 
license to send further funds they were turned down in Washington. Indusco is still 
soliciting gifts, hoping to be able to send the money later. : 


Yenching University is changing to Chinese textbooks as rapidly as possible. 
Lapwood (October) reports that there is no effort to substitute Russian for English. 
In mathematics the freshman courses are now taught with Chinese texts, the upper 
courses with English texts. New texts in Chinese are rapidly coming out, and it is 
expected that within four or five years all texts will be Chinese. 


T. C. CHAO'S RESIGNATION 


This Bulletin should have reported some time ago T. C. Chao's resignation 
from the presidency of the World Council of Churches, but the subject has been pretty 
well covered in TIME and the CHRISTIAN CENTURY. His letter of resignation gives 
the endorsement of United Nations action in Korea by Worla Council officials as his 


reason for resigning. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Dr. Stewart Allen, Canadicn missionary in West China who has been in 
prison for some time, was in a Chungking hotel the last week in October where he was 
aweiting deportation. David Day (CIM) and a Chungking Roman Catholic nun were 
advertising their impending departure in the Chungking papers at the same time. 


> 
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Miss Isabelle Miller, Canadian nurse from Chengtu, arrived in Hongkong 
the last week in October, 


The Southern Presbyterian Board has sent to Formosa the following mission- 
aries formerly on the mainland: Dr, end Mrs. W. H, Hudson, and the Misses Mizell 


and Fraser. 


The United Church of Canada still has seven families in Chengtu, though all 
the other places are evacuated, One Woman's Missionary Society worker also remains. 
The four families who served in the University were invited to remain for at least 
another year but all have applied for exit permits. At least one is still teaching 
this fall while awaiting his exit permit. , 


GENERAL NEWS 


The PPCC (People's Political Consultative Conference) had its third meet- : 
ing the last week in October. Y. T. Wu wes present as one of the 180 commissioners. 
Marcus Chen and Bishop Robin Chen are reported to head up the Religious Affairs Cor- 
mittee of the Religious Department of the PPCC. There are also two Catholics on this 
Committee, Y¥.T. Wu addressed the Conference on October 24. He pointed out the 
rapid progress made by the Three Self Reform Movement since its inauguration in July 
1950. He says that about 300,000 have now signed its Reform Mcnifesto, or about 
one third of the total number of Christians in the country. He claims that Catholics — 
are also entering enthusiastically into the Movement. He also reports that Buddhists 
are developing a labor production movement. He concludes by saying that only by 
mobilizing all possible resources to fight American imperialism can peace in the Far 


East be assured, 


A more complete report of this PPCC meeting is on the way by surface mail, 
and will be reported in the next number of this Bulictin if there ure any additional 


facts of importance. 


Changsha's new city waterworks would be in operation by the first of 
October, according to Sophia Chang in September Chine Monthly Review. 


| An American spy ring was smashed in Peking with the sentencing of seven 
spies on August 17, according to the New China News Agency. Evidence was presented 
purporting to show that they had been directed by Colonel David Barrett, Assistant 
U.S. Military Attache in Peking. The seven sentenced were three Italians, one 
Japanese, one German, one Frenchman, and one Chinese. Antonio Riva and Yamaguchi 
were sentenced to death. Tarciscio Martine, a 64-year old Italian priest, was 
sentenced to life imprisonment. Henry Vetch, of the French Book Store, Peking, was 
sentenced to ten years imprisonment, Quirino Victor Lucy Gerli, Jardine Matheson 
manager, to six years, Walther Genthner, Pcking agent of a German firm, to five 
years, and Me Hsin-ching to nine years imprisonment. They were in particular charged 
with plotting to assassinete Muo Tse-tung at a meeting at Ticn An Men. 


The Shanghai parity unit was 5456 on August 18, the U.S. dollar 22,490, and 
first grade rice 140,000 per picul. 


The Shanghai Native Products Exhibition, which closed August 10, reported a 
total turnover of more than 660 billion dollars. 


The First Bank Group in Shanghai netted 1,100,000,000 profit for July, and 
paid out in July 1,700,000,000 as income tax for the first half of the year. Since 
the July profits are represented as showing « decided increase it is evident that the 
income tax for the first six months was 4 considerable proportion of the profit. 
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As the result of an order go Be Trade Ministry in August, government 
trade corporations dropped prices as fo s: coal 6%; gasoline 10%; fuel oil 30%; 


Diesel oil about 25%, etc. 


The silk trade is reviving in and around Shanghai, largely due to increas- 
ed demand from Eastern Europe. 


A Peking correspondent reports, "We sometimes listen to BBC, especially frr 
British news. There is no restriction on listening to short weve, and the reason we 
listen only occussionally is that the news is essentially the same as in the news- 


paper." 


Another paragrzph from the same letter concerns reconstruction: "Among our 
friends the major topic of discussion is the remarkable speed with which construction 
is going <he:.d all over the country. Some one back from North Szechuan reports that 
in every city he visited he saw extensive road repair, road building, cnd new tild- 
ings going up -— usually public buildings. We had supposed that in Peking this was 
because it is the capital, but evidently not. Many articles thet we had supposed 
could not be manufectured in China for many yeers are already in production. The 
project that fired the imagination of the public most is the gigantic Huai River Con- 
trol Scheme, on which work Ras progressed so fast thet a grect pert of the dykes, 
channel, end dam have alrecdy been completed. 


A missionary in Formos: writes that to the original Formosan population of 
five or more million have been adacd about two million more th.t have come from the 
mainland during the past three years. A considereble proportion of these mainlcnd 
refugees were of course Christian. He says, "There are being trained on this island 
leaders who could rebuild that which is being destroyed on the mainlend." He adds, 
"We are writing here Sunday School literature tor all Chinese churches outside of 


Red Chine, from Formosa as far south as Malayc, Borneo, Java and Sumatrc." 


Frencis P. Jones, Consultant 
China Committee 
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TWO YEARS OF COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT 


Tien Feng for September 30 gives eight pages to a two year retrospect, con- 
gratulating the government on its wonderful accomplishments, and prophesying still 
more wonderful things in the future. Besides the front page editorial, and a feature 
article by Y. T. Wu, there are articles by Liu Tsin, Shih Chung-i, Newton Chiang and 
Liu Liang-mo in a symposium "How My Mind has Changed in the Past Two Years." 


Y. T. Wu, after pointing out the economic progress of the past two years, 
gives the whole credit to the leadership of the Communist Party and its system of 
correct thinking and planning. He says, "The Communist Party has cooperated sincere- 
ly with non-Communists, including us Christians, on the basis of the Common Platform," 
Then he points out how the church has freed itself from imperialistic influences, and 
is now ready for a free ana glorious future. He says that the Reform Manifesto has 
now been signed by almost 300,000 Christians, about one third of the total number of 
Christians. 


KIANG WEN HAN ON LAND REFORM 


Tien Feng for September 30 has also a four page article by Kieng Wen-—-han, 
National YMCA Secretary, on his experiences during the summer in taking part in the 
land redistribution at Su-miao-hsiang, a village near Shanghai. One hundred twenty- 
seven took the preliminary training course for workers in Shanghai, of whom ten were 
Christians. Only three of the Christians had, however, signed up for the whole three 
month work period. 


Kiang and two others of these Shanghai workers went to Su-miao-hsiang, and 
found themselves there a part of a committce of 19 to carry through the land reform, 
Three of these represented the government, the other 13 were local people, men and 
women, old and young, and of a low educational level (four could not read), 


The significance of the movement he finds not so much in the redistribution 
of the land title as in the release from rural feudalism. Actually only about one 
mou per person was distributed, as there were too many people to be able to give more. 


About two thirds of their time was given to educating the people. He lists 
the stages in this educative work us follows: 1. Explaining whet land distribution 
is, and directing them how to apply for their share. 2. Explaining the classifica~ 
tion of land recipients. 3. Teaching them the sins of the landlords, so that they 
would take final accounts with them. 4. The actual drawing for land, which wes 
carried through primarily by the local people themselves, 


For those three months he did not go to church; he did not even read the 
Bible or pray; and yet he felt th:t he was doing the will of God. He did not con- 
. vert any of his fellow-workers to Christianity, and they did not shake his faith. 
But as he worked with them he felt thet though they were not saying "Lord, Lord," 
they still were doing the will of God. One rather amazing sentence for a Christian 
to write is this: "In our struggle with the lendlords the peasants were more 
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resolute then I, partly because they had suffered more deeply and more intimately, 
and partly because my religion made me sce only the misery of the landlord in front 
of me, thus overlooking that in his inner essence he was utterly detestcble." 


LITTLE 


Tien Feng for Septomber 30 devotes seven pages to four articles denouncing 
the Little Flock, This represents a sinister development in that the whole church, 
and not just one or two leaders, is included in the denunciction. The four articles 
are four speeches given at a denunciation meeting at the Szu Tang Hsiang headquarters 
of the Little Flock in Nanking by four members, P'ei Hung-en, Fu Pao-lo, Chang Nai- 
chi, end Jen Ting-i. Watchman Ni (Ni T'o-sheng), the leader of the whole movement, 
Chi Yung-t'ung, the Nenking regional director, and a half dozen others are denounced 
by name, and by implication the whole movement is condemned as reactionary and anti- 
Communist. According to the articles, The Little Flock has 470 organized congrega-— 
tions in China, centering in Shanghai, and with each large city having « regional 
director. For example the Nenking office directs the work in Chingkiang, Wum, 
Pengpu, end North Kiangsu. From the nature of these denunciations I should judge 
that the whole Little Flock may have to go underground. 


THE PATRIOTIC COVENANT 


Occasionally mention has been made in the news of the Patriotic Covenant 
which Chinese Christians are being callcd upon to sign, A copy of the Covenant, as 
sent out to Methodist churches in China last April, has recently come to hand. It 
is probably the same in all churches. The Covenant recds as follows: 


CHINESE CHRISTIAN METHODIST CHURCH PATRIOTIC COVENANT 


1. We sincerely support Chairman Mao, the Chinese Communist Party, the 
People's Government, the Common Platform, and all the laws and actions of the 
People's Government. 


2. We will unite all Christians in supporting world peace, and in opposing 
American imperialist re-arming of Japun, and will take part in the movement to 
oppose America, aid Kores., and protect our homes «nd our country. 


3. We will promote the Reform Movement in the Christian Church, compicte the 
work of Self~government, Self-support, and Self-propagation, and do well the work of 
religion among the Chinese people, so as to serve them. 


4. We will help the Pcople's Government to get rid of spies and special agents, 
and be on the alert to prevent reactionary clements from using the church in their 
destructive activities. We will clear the church of all renegades, so as to pre- 
serve the purity of religion. 


5. We will forever cut off all relations with American impericlism, and will 
completely wipe out of our church all the influences of Americun cultural imperi:lisn. 


6. We will increase our study of current events, and our understanding of the 
government. We will take pxrt in the labor movement, prcectise simple living, and 
strengthen the unity of the Chincse people, 


Signed 
Euch person accepting the Covenent should sign here. 


THE FLOCK | 
= | 
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FOOCHOW NEWS 


A recent letter from Foochow reports: "Cerleton (Bishop Lecy) is much improved, 
is living volunterily in the hospital. James (Jimmie Ding), ct least outwardly, in 
gooa spirit. De«vid (Lin) dismissed as principal, Lucy (Wang) very efficient. 

Union Hospitel is run by the government, Teck Ding by the Red Cross. ACC (Methodist 
Anglo-Chinese College), Do-seuk (Anglican school) and Hwancn Middle School combined, 
FCU with Hwenan College combined as Foochow College. Orphanages, blind schools all 
taken over by the government. Heudquerters of the Methodist still in old office- 

building. There are still the Catholic fathers here and very few other foreigners." 


CHURCH NEWS 


A three-weeks training cless for "cedres"for the Three Self Reform Movement is 
being held in Shcnghei, with 70 attending from all over China. This is apparently 
to be followed up by regional training classes in various parts of the country. 


Four hundred and ninety Peking Catholics held a Conference September 16 end 17, 
at which the Peking Catholic Reform Committee wes set up, according to Hsin Hua News 
Agency. This is charactcrized as a new stage in Peking Catholicism's independence 
and reform. The news item adds that the papal rep ntative, Antonio Ribcri, and 
his secretary Chen Cheh-ming opposed the actions of the Conference. 


In the Shanghei Chieh-fang Jih-pao for September 10, Mayor Chen Yi directs churcl 
organizations how to apply for exemption or reduction oi taxes on church property 
(all except income-producing property). 


Hsinhue for September 12 features an article by Yang Nung-an on Anti-impcerialism 
in the Religious Movement. He says that denunciation meetings have been held in 
forty cities, and 113 imperialists have been denounced, mostly Roman Catholics. 
Thirty-three have been expelled from Chine, and some have been arrested and sentenced 
to prison terms. He does not say that uny have been put to death. 


The Canton YMCA sponsored ea raffle to raise their contribution for the Plane 
Donation Drive. The drawing took place on September 9. It was immediately followed 
up by a sharp rebuke from the government authorities, who said that such a method of 
raising money was contrery to the spirit of patriotism. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 
Chungking YMCA worker Frank Cooley arrived in Hongkong on November 19. 


& Hongkong letter dated November 9 states that the Associcted Mission Treasurers 
in Shanghai was officially closed 2 month previous, but thut Methodist Women's 
Treasurer Bessie Hollows was still sitting there each day emong the dust—covered 
desks, waiting for them to close out the furniture. 


Stanley Smith is going to the Far East in December, where he and Sidney 
Anderson (Methodist Treasurer now in Hong Kong) will muke a survey under the sponsor- 
ship of Nenking Theologici:l Seminury of thvologic«l educetion in Southecst Asic. 

The purpose of this survey is to help the Seminery's Bo.urd of Founders in New York to 
decide upon their future policy, 


Mr. ond Mrs. Hugh Hubbard were still in Tunghsien on October 30. He writes: 
"The date of our departure is still as indefinite us ever." 


Several mission boards have applied recently for passports for missionaries to 
be sent to Formosa. In reply « note from Mrs. R. B. Shipley, Chief of Passport 


\ 
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Division at Washington, stated thct "In view of conditions in and around Formosa, 
passports are not being issucd «at this time for travel thercto. It is suggested 
the.t the requests be renewed when conditions in Formosa beccme more normal." 


Ralph Lepwood at Yenching writes that books und scientific journals have come 
through from America if forw.rded by Mr. Withers Green, Morrison Hall, Hatton Road, 
Hong Kong. 


GENERAL NEWS 


For the October 1 celebration the pictures of Mco Tse-tung end Sun Yzt Sen 
were featured on the front p’.c¢es of all tho Peking papers. A telegrem of greeting 
from Stalin wes given, ot his picture was not shown, 


Communist China now has diplomatic relations as follows: 


Completely established: USSR, Bulgcric, Rumania, Hungery, North Korea, 
Czcchosloveki:z, Poland, Mongoliun Feoolc's Repiblic, Germ.n Democratic Republic 
Burma, Incis, Pckistan, Denmarx, Sweden, Switzerlend, Finlind, Indonesia. 


In process: Albeniz, Victncem Democratic Republic, 


Recognition, but no movement ct present tow:.rds establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions: Greut Britain, Ceylon, Norway, Netherlands, Isreel, Afghenisten, 


On the economic front, progress is noted as follows: First all China-made 
jeep turned out by Tientsin Automobile Assembly Plant in September; China-mcede 
pericillin on sele in Shangn:.i in October; reilrozd construction on three lines 
actively going ahead, Siechien (Chungking to Chengtu), Kinsu (Tienshui to Lanchow), 
and Kwengsi (Laipin to Chennanluin). 


Nine hundred workers were reported as busy in September turning the Shenghci 
Race Course into < "People's Squire." 


The new Ecst Chin: Normcl University has resulted from a merger of Kwenghua 
end Great Chinu Universities in Shanghai, 


Lurger banknotes, of 50,000 and 100,000 JMP denomination, were issued in t 
September. Their issue touched off « temporary inflation flurry, but it secms to 
have been brought under control. 


Considerable is being saia in Hong Kong about w Third Force to which people of 
good will may relly, a third <lternative to both the re:ctionary Kuominteng and the 
totalitari:n Coumunists. How strong such a movement is, «nd who its lecrers care, 
does not appear as yet, Mt it is opposed nutur.lly by both the other groups, 4nd one 
of their criticisms is that the Third Force is u pure American fabrication, financed 
by US funds. 


The Communist Party in Chini. is operating under the Constitution cdopted in 
Yenen in 1945. I have recently read it with the purpose of seeing whet there is in 
it tht would prevent « Christi:n from joining. There is no reference to Christi:n- . 
ity or to theistic belief, and the only sentence th t might cause difficulty to en 
honest Christian is the following: "The Commnisty Pirty of China guides its entire 
work by the tezchings which unite the theories of Mcrx-Leninism with the actuzl 
practice of the Chinese Revolution - the thought of Mco Tse-tung - ind fights 
ageinst any dogmatic or empiricist deviation." It is interesting to note that this 
Suggests thi.t orthodox Communism in Chine is the Murx-Lenin-Muo line, bypassing 
Stalin, 


| 
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LITERATURE 


The Council on Christian Literature for Overseas Chinese(CCLOC) in Hong 
Kong has republished the music edition of Hymns of Universal Praise. The price is 
HK9.50 per copy. The monthly Bible Reading Fellowship Notes is being printed in 
Chinese, with "satisfactory" sale of the October issue, Editions of Pictorial Lives 
of Jesus and Paul and of Very First Bible Stories have been authorized. A magazine 
for ministers and Chinese versions of Butterfield's Christianity and History and 
Douglas' The Robe ere being considered. The Council hopes to have a meeting with 
Dr. Alfred Moore as he returns this month from the Singepore Conference on Christian 
Literature. Dr. Poppen, formerly of the Reformed Church Amoy mission, and now in the 
Philippines, is considering working in association with the Council in the field of 
newspaper evangelism. The Rev. Frank Short, L.M.S., is the Secretary of the Council. 


Wo copy of the Lutheran Hsin I Pao has -been received in Hongkong since the. 
July 16 number. Ii is to be presumed therefore that it has been discontinued. 


Hsieh Chin (NCC Bulletin) for September gives a report from the literature 
purging committee, composed of Lin Chie-t'ung, P'an Yu-mei, Wang Chia-shu, and Tang 
Ying. They have studied all NCC literature since 1946, and list every page where 
"errors" are found. k.g., the Feb. 1949 number of Hsieh Chin, p. 5, is in error in 
its report of the trial of Bishop Ordass, not in reporting the fact, but in criticiz- 
ing the Communist Government which sentenced him, 


Recent books on Chine missions worth reading: Barnabas - Christian Witness 
in Communist China (outstanding); JohnRose ~ & Church Born to Suffer (history of 
English Methodist Mission in South China); W. F. Rowlands - Christ Came to Bitter 
Market (an account of a remerkable movement of the spirit in a town of North China); 
Douglas Thompson - Into Red Starlight (biographies of several Christians in different 
walks of life, leading up to witness under Communist rule). These are all published 
in England, 


THE COMMUNIST TERKOR 
Robert Guillain has two articics in the Nov. 22nd ena 29th numbers of the 
Manchester Guardian Weekly vividly describing the rcign of terror which has’ becn teking 
place in China. He docs not think the terrorism is lessening. "Indeed, there are 
ali the signs of an acceleration and intensification of the revolutionary process." 
He finds the first overt signs of the Terror in July 1950, but adds, "It is now cleer 


that there had been systematic preparation in the preceding months, through the 
setting up of the organizations of supervision and repression." 


The second stage ceme on Feb. 21, 1951, when a new ordinance was proml- 
gated of extreordinary severity. It enumerates meny crimes against the regime, all 
punishable by death, including "contacts with foreign imperialism, propagetion of 
rumors with counter-revolutionary intent," etc. The ordinance was retroactive in 
effect, ana the tribunals have made full use of that provision. 
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Guillain has made a careful compilation of all announced execution lists. 
They are such as : Kwangtung, Oct. 1°50 to August 1951 - 28,322; Shanghai, Nanking, 
and Hangchow on the one day, April 28,1951 - 719. In addition. te the executions 
there is a still larger number condemned te forced labor. However, the total of 
these two categories is still far below the number of announced arrests, - what 
hapoened to the rest of those arrested? As far as can be ascertained, none oi them 
is ever heard of again; are they liquidated quietly, in contrast to the public fan 


fare attending the execttions referred to above? 


Suillain quoting from the Shanghai press, describes the trials at the 
Canidrome in Shanghai on April 27, and the ensuing executions the next day. At the 
Canidrome, before a great crowd of people, violent prosecution speeches were inter- 
spersed with "confessions". Sentence of death against 208 persons was passed by the 
shouts of the people that day. The sentences were duly carried out the next day on 
three different execution grounds, where arrangement had been made for retation of 
spectators, as there was not room for all of them at once. When the condemned men 
appeared, with their hands tied behind their backs, the crowd shouted "Kneel down! 
Kneel down] " They were killed in that position by a soldier who passed behind 
them and shot them in the nape sf the neck. The shots were greeted with fresh 
yelling. Those who could not stand such a spectacle were still not able to get away 
from it, for loudspeakers at all the streetcorners blared a play by play account 
ef the whole performance into everyone's private home. "The result is obsessing." 
Thus is the new government revealing "the inhuman moral basis on which it intends 
tn base its power," (Used by special permission of the ‘anchester Guardian New ~* 
York office.) | 


“MISSIONARY NE.S 


Chungking YMCA worker Frank Cooley, reported in the last Bulletin as having 
arrived in Hongkong, had been kept in prison in solitary confinement for fifty days 
before bein: deported, in a cell about 4x6 feet in size, which had one tiny window 
hich near the ceiling. He had not been charzted 1: ith any crime, and was not questicn- 
ed about, his work or his connections, 


Two English Baptist missionaries were still left in China on Oct. 2. 


The October Newsletter of the Northern Baptists gives the following as 
still in China: 

South Chinas: Marion Bell, Dr. and - rs, iilliam Braisted, Dr. Velva Brown, 
®.H.Giedt, Louise Griffin, ‘irs. B.!i. Lubeck, L.E. Loren, Abbie Sanderson. 

West Chinas “Ir, and ‘irs. J.E. Moncrieff. 


Senator Ke@owland gave out on Dec.8 a list ef 32Americans in prison in China, 
The State Dept. has announced that more than 20 ethers are under heuse arrest, An 
analysis of the list shews that it contains: 


Roman Catholic missionaries 13 
Protestant missionaries 9 
Business men 7 
Students (Fulbright ) 3 


Of the Protestant missionaries named, one Prank Cooley, has already arrived in Hong- 
kong, as noted above, The other eight are: 

Dr. and TS. 'jomer Bradshaw, Pres. “fission, Lienhsien, Kwangtung. 

Levi Lovegren, Conservative 3aptist Foreign Mission Society, Yaan,Sikang. 

Justin Russell “Srse, Yunnan-Tibetan Chtistian ‘fission, Kunming. 

Sarah Perkins, Pres. “fission, Lienhsien, Kwangtung. 

F.Oyzin Stoclovell, Methodist Mission, Chungking. 

‘',L. Winter, Boat Mission, Lienhsien, \wangtung. 
In the other groups names of special interest are: Students - Harriet ifills, Peking 
(daughter of Dr. and rs. wW.P. Mills, Presbyterian llissien, Nanking): Business men 
Robert Nc Gann, Tientsin. One of the business men, Philip Cline of Tsingtao, hag»Sub- 
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sequently been reported as havin; died after beinc released from prison, 2 Roman 
Catholic missionaries have since been released according to the State Dept., but 
two more have been imprisoned, Hongkone Roman Catholic authorities report that a 
total of 143 of their missionaries includin~ 23 bishops, 97 priests and 23 nuns, are 
in jail. 


Rev. Perry 0. Hanson, retired Methodist missionary, is due to arrive in 
Hongkong from Tsingtao on Dec.13 according to a cable from Hongkong. 


The last Souther Baptist missionary has now come out of China (iiss Pearl 
Johnson of South Carolina). Before the Communists came this Board had 185 missior- 
aries in China... 


CYRC! NE/IS 


Bishop Albert Bereczky, President of the General Con. ention of the HNungar- 
ian Reformed Church, has written to 7T.C. Chao approving his step in resigning from 
the World Council of Churches. He writes: "It is a great satisfaction for me to be 
able to tell you hew many expressed before me the respect they have for you and for 
the decision you have taken." 


It is reported that Peter Tsai (College Church, iiangchow) has been arrested, 


Roman Catholics who oppose the organization of an independent church are 
being exvelled from the country if foreigners, and imprisoned if Chinese. When this 
process has gone far enough, the remnant doubtless will consent to the government 
demands. 


The Forth China Kung Li Hui Council met in Peking on Sept. 7. An executive 
committee of 15 was elected, with ‘uo P'ei-hsiu, Tientsin pastor, as chairman. 


Practically the whole ot the November 10 number of Tien “feng is given to 
a report of denunciations in the Seventh Day Advettist Church, and the reorganization 
of the church, This purge took nlace at a conference held in Shanghai October 27-22 
The objects of particular denunciation were lisu ‘lua, Lin Yao-hsi, Shen Hsu-ch'eng, 
and Li su-liang. A governing comuittee of 24 was set-up, with Nan Hsiang-ch'ien 
as chairman, 


Lu Sao-tuan, formerly China Bible House representative in Hankow, was 
arrested in April, and tried en June 2, but he is stili being denounced. The Hankow 
Ta Kuan Pan for Oct. 10 states that in a recent meeting 29 persons had denounced 
him, and five had denounced An Tung-shun,. 


Denunciations in recent Tien Feng news include meetings in the rollowing 
places: Foochow, Hinghwa, Sienyu, (all in Fukien); Nanning (Shengkunghui - the 
editor adds a note to this news item saying that the work was not done thoroughly 
enough, it. will have to be dene over); Chengchow (Baptists, especially accusing 
vang T'ien-fu . 


SCHOOL NE'S 


Nanking Theological Seminary and the Bible Teachers Training School have 
been united into one school, with NTS president Andrew Cheng as chairman and BTTS 
president Marcia \Jang vice-chairman of the administrative Committee. Authorization 
for this merger was given by the boards of managers of the two institutions. 


Four of the Hangchow University faculty are spending this semester at 


Soochow having their "brains washed." On the whole, however, Hangchow University 


is reported to be getting alone better than some other mission universities. 
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Hsu Szuehsioh, Hangchow, President of the China Theological School (prob- 
ably CIM)and advisor to the Intervaristy Group, was the object of severe denuncia- 
tion in a meeting held November 1. Although students and faculty had previously 
voted their confidence in hin, and asked him to remain @n as President, this de- 
nunciation meetin:, with representatives from various religious groups in Hangchow, 
removed him from office, and appointed Ch'iu Chin-ling acting president, Niu Chih- 
fang acting vice-president, with Han Pei-teh as third member of an administrative 


comnittee, 


Ytung Yohehang, a student in the Lutheran Theological Seminary at ‘ongkong, 
returned to China last Fenruary with five fellow-students and a teacher, after the 
Chinese Government had set Teb. 15 as the final date for receiving Yongkong expatri- 
ates back into the country. In the Nov. 17 Tien Beng he contributes a three page 
article, dated Changsha, October 20, denouncing the Seminary, In it he tells how 
the Americans in the Seminary hac poisoned his mind, and had tried to persuade him 


not to <0 back to China, 


GANFRAL NE.S 


The China Institute is opening a Pacific Branch in Berkeley. This move has 
been made possible by a csrant from the Committee for a Free Asia, of which Georze H. 
Greene,Jr. is chairman, This Committee was organized in the spfing of 1951. 


The September number of the Annalsef the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science is devoted to a report on China. Here in 230 pages is to be found a 
most authoritative series of articles on Comaunist China, by such writers as 
George Taylor, Doak .9rnett, Theodore Chen, Edmund Clubb, Paul Linebarger, Randall 
Gould, and Claude Buss., Single copies of this number can be purchased by Academy 
members for one dolla’, non-members for two dollars, from their office at 3317 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, l, Pa. 


The Hongkong Ta lung Pao for October 25 gives a complete list of the names 
of those in the People's Political Consultative Council which was then meeting in 
Peking. They 2 re listed in 16 groups, with membership as follows: 


1. Volunteer Army 28 10. Cultural Yorkers 23 

2. Liberation Army 10 ll. Youth Yorkers 7 

3. ‘‘odel “forkers 26 12. workers 7 

“odel Farmers 16 13. Overseas Chinese 5 

5. "Old Proof Land" (Lao Ken -Chu Ti, probably The Chinese People) 32 
6. “inority Peoples 20 14. Religion 8 

7. Jorkers 22 15. Social :jorkers 21 

8. Specialist 23 16. Co-operatives 3 

9. Bducationalist 22 Chinese Red Cross 2 


The 8 Religion representatives are : Rev. ‘larcus Chen, Bishop Robin Chen, Hu VJen~yae, 
Wu K'e-chi, Lu Cheng, Neng Hai, <u La Tseng Ke Keng, Chang Shen-toh. At least the 
first tio are well-known Pretestants, the others include RC, Buddhists, etc. 


The Baptist Survey Bulletin reports that newspapers in Communist China 
recently published a classification of people according to their usefulness to the 
country, in the following order: soldiers, laborers, farmers, Government workera, 
artisans, intellectuals, craftsmen, business, prostitutes, missionaries. 


Rev. Edgar H. Rue, Financial Secretary of the Association for the Chinese 
Blind, died at his heme in Srooklyn on Dec. 7. He was well known at least by 
correspondence to many China missionaries, 


The official map of China, us put cut by the Peking Government, recognizes 
Uuter ana Inner Mongolia us foreign territory. 
Frencis P. Jones, Euitor-Chine Consultant 
Wallece C. Merwin, Secretary China Comm 
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LU_CHIH-WEI ON LAND REFORM 


Like Kiang ‘Wen-han (See #119), Lu Chih-wei, President of Yenching Univer- 
sity, spent the summer in Land Reform. His experiences in Szechuan form the subject 
of a series of three articles in the Communist Ta Kung Pao tor November 13-15. Since 
Lu's attituae is more pessimistic than Kiang's -- even cynical -- it is worth noting. 


Lu echoes many of the trite phrases which have to be included in every 
article published in China nowadays. But mixed in with these phrases he manages to 
express a considerable number of "gripes" about the government program. These can be 
summed up «es follows: 

1. No time for painstaking work - "Truly it may be said that I was looking at 
the flowers while galloping horseback through Tao Yi County." 


2. He was looked on as a spy for the government. In Chungking he was ccn- 
sidered one whom "the government had sent in to see that Lana Reform was strictly 
enforced." 


3.  ## There was no opportunity for him to make the kind of contribution which his 
training azca experience made possible. "When we got to the country we were all from 
Peking ana representatives of President Mao - who woula know who was the University 
president? If any one had the idea thet a University president coulda give special 
support to the farmers, that would be foolishness." "Famcus doctors do not prescribe 
for coughs ana colds, but on this trip in the country we served everybocy." 


4. It is not right to adopt unsanitary living conditions just to be near the 
people. "Une ana the same wash-basin is used for washing our feet, tor feeuing the 
pigs, and for bringing in the soup at mealtime." 


5. The people, even in West Szechuan, comparitively more prosperous than North 
Szechuan, are still too poor. "They have plenty of rice anda vegetables to eat, but 
they cannot affora the pork, chicken and eggs which they have themselves raised." 


6. The government kids itself when it thinks it has got down to the level of 
the people: "“Regeraless of how bad the livelihood of the farmers is the Central 
Government has no way of fathoming it, because they cannot lower themselves to that 
level of bitterness." 


7. It wasn't worth what it cost toscna them from Peking to Szechuan. He 
didn't know the total cost to the government, but the return trip from Chungking to 
Peking cost ten million JMP per person. "I had never thought that the freight rate 
per kilo of my flesh woulu be over 200,000 JMP (about US10.) Seeing the costs which 
the government hes gone to in order that we might work with the farmers really made 
our hearts unhappy." 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MATERIALS 


The August-September number of Religious Education, in an article by Wu 
Lei and Ho Tzu-hung, examines extant lesson materials from the standpoint of the 
present ficeds. It comments on ten serics of books. 


1. Children's Sunday School Series; 6 vols. 1932-37. Some value, but many 
faults. It must be thoroughly revised. 


2. Kural Sunday School Lessons, prepared by Nanking Theologicel Seminary. 
Entirely unacceptable, as it has the name of Fréenk Price attached to it. 


3. Character Lessons. 1931. 6 vols. Almost entirely unacceptable, but a few 
lessons can be salvaged and revised for use. 


4. The Child's Garden 1947-48. 4 vols. (6 originally planned). Too imperial- 
istic - must be carefully revised. 


5. Family. Entirely unacceptable. To be destroyed. Announce to every 
Christian family that if they nave a copy of this book it must be destroyed. 


6. Lay Leagership Training Series. 15 vols. in first series, 6 in 2nd. 
Still usable: Outlines of Life of Jesus and of Paul, Doctrines of the New Testament, 
Psalms of the Bible, Principles of Evangelism, History of the Church in NT Times. 
Slight revision needed; Meaning and Method of Public Worship, Principles of Preach- 
ing, Stewardship, Recent Churc) History, The Meaning of Life, and one I don't recog- 
nize "Source far away, flowing « long a-ctence." 
More revision needea; Music, Creutive Chu:ich Leaders, Christian Femily. 
Quite unacceptable; the two voiumes on litwracy training (praise of James Yen, etc.), 
two volumes on children's wership, prepared by missionaries, and Chinese Church 
History, by Wang Chih—hsin (too much praise of missionaries). 


7.  Rursl Readers. 3 vols. Prepared by Frank Price, Nanking Theological 
Seminary. Entirely unacceupteble. 


8. 3 vols. on Parentel Instruction. published in 1937 by Irme Highbeaugh. 
Entirely unacceptable. 


9. Rural Church Serics. 2 vols: Village Worship, and Village Play. Revision 
advised, but evidently usable in present form.. 


10. Middle School Lessons for Sunday School. 4 vols. on Old Testament, 2 on 
New. Some of it based on Kent. This serics is approved. 


CHRISTIAN PERIODICALS NOW BEING PUBLISHED IN CHINA 
(From list in Hsich Chin for November) 


Name Editor Frequency No. of pages Place of Publication 
Ni Ch'ing T'ao Yung Monthly 12 Shanghai YWCA 

*Ticn Feng Shen Te-jung Weekly 12-16 Shanghai 
Sheng Kung Hui Scparate 
Church News Monthly Shects Pexing 

*Kung Pao Chu Ch'en-sheng Monthly 20 Shanchai CCC offices 
Buokman W. B. Djang Bi-monthly 38 Shanghai ( temporarily 

suspended) 

Fellow Workers Ying Yuan-tao Monthly lz Shanghai YMCA (in 


financial straits) 
Hope (Hsi-wang) Ma Ching-ch'uan Monthly 26 Chengtu 
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Name Editor Frequency No. of pages Place of publication 
Religious Education Chester Miao Monthly l2 Shanghai 
Youth Daniel Lee Monthly 50 Chengtu 
Unitea News Hu Huen-t'cng Monthly 30 Sian 
*Hsich Chia Lin Yung-w. Montrc ly 26-36 Shenrhai 
Baptist News Liang Yuen--hwei Monthly 8 Canon (in financial 
(Liang-kuang) | stra its) 
Reform Chao Kuang-hai Monthly 8 Canton 
*Hsin-yi Pao Chen Chien--hsun Semi-monthly 16 Hankow 
*Family Garden Mrs. Doris Pan 
Wang Quarterly 60 Shanghai 
News (Hsiso-hsi) Huanc P'ei-yung Monithiy 10 Shencghai YMCA 
Truth and Life T. C. Cheo (Combined with Omnibdcok) 
Sigas of the Hsu friua Monthly 32 Shanzhai Sevent Day 
Times Adventists (temporarily 
suspended) 
En Yu Han Tsung-yao Monthly 20 Peking Yenching U. (in 
financial stratis) 
*En Tien Lung Ling--kwang Monthly 38 Canton Baptist 
#Omni book ‘Cheng Chien- yen (Cuarterly is Shenghai 
Ptu Fu Chung Huang Hsuch- heng Monthly Seperate 
Sneets Hangchow Baptist 
Sheng Kung Hui Pao Lin Pu-chi Monthly 28 Shanchai (suspended) 
Rural Church News Hsu Hao Semi-monthly Separate Shanghai (in financial 
sheets  stra*.ts) 
Canton News Chien Chu Monthly 34 Canton (in financial 
straits) 


*Those marked with a star are registered with the government. 


The suspension of the Hsin Yi Pao which wes announced last time is evidently not 
correct. It is continuing to be published, but copies of it are not reaching 
Hongkong. 


TIEN FENG 


Since this Bulletin quotes so frequently from Tien Feng, it might be well 
to give a word of expi-nation of just what Tien Fong is. It is a weekly Christian 
magazine published in Shanghsi. It was established in Chunsking toward the end of 
the war, by express action of the NCC. Y. T. Wu, of the YMCA, has always been mich 
interested in it, and has expressed the hope of its becoming "The Christian Century" 
of China. However, it has always had more official connecsi.ons tnan that comparison 
woulda suggest. From i946 to 1949 it received regular subsicies from the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North america and the corresponding body in England. Y. T. Wu 
was himself editcr for only « short time, but he has elways contrciled the editorial 
policy of the magazine. Now that mission fund support has veen cut off. the magazine 
must be getting « subsidy from the government, and its every word now reflects the 
government's ofiicial attitude towzerd Christianity. The articles in it are no longer 
concerned with any of the activities of the church except its political activities, 
and the church news items report only denunciation mectings, political study groups, 
contributions to war funds, end similer activities. 


Tien Feng is published by the Tien Feng Association, which was set up by 
the Council of Christian Publishers in Shanghai. Before tnit it was published by the 
Council directly. The editor is Shen Te-Jung, probably some protege of Y. T. Wu's, 
but I have not been able to find anyone in New York who knows anything about him. If 
any of our readers have any information about Shen Te-jung, please send it to this 
office. 


. 
* 
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MISSIONARY NEWS 


One name was omitted in the last Bulletin, in the list of those Protestant 
missionaries still in prison, the name of Dorothy Middleton, Lienhsien, Kuangtung, 
mission uncertain, possibly Boat Mission, but not Presbyterian, as wrongly reported 
by N.Y. Herald Tribune. 


Methodist Bishop G. Carleton Lacy died of a heart ailment in Foochow on 
December llth. He was the last of the Methodist missionaries in Fukien Province. 


A Hongkong letter of December 10th states that there are still 36 CIM 
missionerics in China, 11 Lutheran, and 31 adults and 8 children in the missions con- 
nected with the Church of Christ in China. The Northern Beptists report 9 mission- 
arics still in China. 


Mrs. Frank Price has had a serious operation in Shanghai, and has still 
not fully recovered her strength. 


CHURCH NEWS 


The Community Church in Shanghai has now been taken over by the government 
for government use, as the German Church wes last summer. 


The North China Christicn Rural Service Union is doing remarkably well, 
according to a recent letter from Peking, after having converted itself from a US500. 
a month subsidized affair into a completely self-supporting organization. The chicf 
drauwbeck is having to spend too much time on self-support end t8o little on service, 


Although the Chinese Government has given official permission for church 
organizations to ask for funds abroad that were to their credit as of Dec. 29, 1950, 
it now seems that that ettitude is being hardened into 4 more absolute refusal of all 
foreign help. The Nov. 17 Tien Feng reports that the China Bible House Secretary, 
Baen Lee asked permission to receive a fund for the support of superannuated 
China Bible House workers from the American Bible Society and the British and Forcign 
Bible Society. He was sharply reprimanded for making this request, and the editor 
states thet he nevds to re-exeminc his thinking. "To take money from Ralph 
Mortenson efter having denounced him in public would be a shameful thing," he says. 


Reports of denunciations against the following have been received. Since 
the denunciations were undoubtedly government—inspired, it is most probable that 
these people have elready been arrested, 

Chengechow Baptist Church: T'ung Tzu-ch'eng, Wang T'ien-fu. 

H:.nkow Lutheran Church; Lu Shao—tuan 


YMCA Secretcry Li Shou-pao and YWCA Secretary Shih Ju-cheang were 
married on July 5. 


Hickett Hospitel in Canton still functions under its pre-—liberation 
superintendent and Board of Directors, 


SCHOOL NEWS 


Newton Tsicrg left Nanking Theological Seminary last summer end went to 
Yenching School of Religion. He has now been elected Assistant Dean, to work with 


T. C. Chao. 
The Dec. 8th Tien Feng says that Yonching School of Religion has suspended 
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Classes for two weeks in preparation for a Denunciation Mccting. Vurious friends of 
the school have from time to time sent money for its support from Hongkong, but the 
school euthorities always send it beck, fearing that it is impericlist-tainted 
money. Another source szys: "The Christiun Fellowship and the School of Religion 
ere still going on. We have our mcrning chapels anu the Sunday Service as usual." 


All the Yenching Engineering courses will be transferred to Tsing Hua as a 
first step in the plan «9 ccoucime Yconching,Tsing due und Pei Ta into one University. 
.The three new buildings on the Xencting campus aie now completed. 


| Wu-Han - The Union Seminary and the Bible School have both closed while 
faculty <end students pert in Lana Reform. 


A letter from a Christian University in Chine suys, "Christmas will glide 


by silently and unsuny this vear. No presents, no carols, no trees — 4ll suspersti- 
tious nonsense eccording to thuse who have the suy—so." 


GENFRAL NEWS 


Chinese administrcetion in Formosa is discussed by Fred Riggs in the Dec. 12 
number .of Far Exstern (American Institute of Pee. fic Relations ). After re- 
viewing the course of events in Fe:28sa since the ena cf the war, and describing the 
present agriculturel, econom:.2, financial, and socizl conditicns on the islena, he 
comes to the conclusion that the Nition«ul Government's record shows « decided im- 
provement since the list years on the m.iniend, but not in such 4 way as to chinge the 
belance of power in th: Far Fast. (Fred Riggs is the son of Charles Riggs, Univ. of 
Nanking, He wis forme:ly rescerch ussociute of the Foreign Policy Associztion). 


romé Chinese ure not being ellowcd to return to the Far East. This is in 
accordance with & government regul:.tion th:.t no elien shall be permitted to depart 
from the United States if it sppears to the sutisfection of the Secretary of State 
thet such departure woulac be prejudicizl to the interests of the United States. 


Executions «re not reported in such large numbers as formerly, either in 
the press or by missioniries recently out of China. There hes been a reaction 
ageinst the exccsses in this line. Prison terms are being fanded out more frequently, 
and death senten-es ere often suspended sor a ye.r or two pending evidences of reform 
tion. One collese president previcusly reported executed is now said tc be m.king 
progress in thought reconstruction in prison, and will doubtless be utiiized rather 
destroyed. 


Francis P. Jones, Editor 
Chine. Consultant 


Wallece C. Merwin, Secretary 
China Committee 
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The Methodist Board recently sent sample copies of this Bulletin to all its 

Chine missionaries in America, and a flood of orders has resulted. Other mission 

boards are invited to follow suit.) : 


HSTEH CHIN 


Hsich Chin, the monthly news bulletin of the NCC in China, initiated the 
new epoch in the Lite of the church last June with a renumbering, beginning with 
Vol. I No. 1. It is now in enlarged size, about the same size page as Tien Feng, 
and running from 24 to 36 pages per number, The contents are very similar to those 
of Tien Feng, reporting chiefly on political aspects of church news. Numbers from 
June to November have been received, Their contents can be outlined briefly as 
follows: 

June; An article by Lin Yung-w: congratulating the NCC on the new era in 
church life; denunciations of American imperialism in the NCC by the Peking Jen Min 
Jih Pao, H. H. Tsui, Chester Miao, George Wu, Lin Yung-wu, Bishop Robin Chen. The 
copying without comment of articles on the church from the secular press,such as the 
one from the Peking daily mentioned above, is quite common in the religious journal- 
ism of present day China. 


July: "How the Communist Party Has Educated Me," by Y. T. Wu; denunciation 
of the World Council of Churches by T. C. Chao; list of denunciation meetings, with 
names of denouncers and denouncees, April to June (Missionaries denounced are mostly 
not identifiable by their Chinese names; Chinese denounced are Bishop W. Y. Chen, 
Liang Hsiao-—ch'u, Bishop Y. Y. Tsu, Ku Jen-en, Hsu Ch'ao-ch'en, Chao Shih-kuang, 

Ou Tz'u-hsin, Fan Ai-lien, Chao Chung-hui, Shen I-hsiang); list of Christian periodi- 
cals (54 still being published at that date). 


- August: Celebration of Liberation Army Day; Marcus Chen against Father 
Ttung; Bishop Michael Chang of Foochow correcting his last year's Centenary praise of 
missionary work of the Sheng Kung Hui during 100 years by now calling it all an ex- 
pression of imperialism; various denunciations: Jimmie Ding, C. T. Yang, Liu Yueh— 
ch'ing (Foochow) against Bishops Lacy and Chen, Frank Price, Irma Highbaugh, etc., 
Ch'iu Chin-ling (Hangchow) against the Prices, Han Pei-teh (Hangchow) against Han 
Fu-en, Chia Erh—-hsi; favorable review by Lin Yung-wu of three books or pamphicts on 
the denunciation movement. 


September: Marcus Chen against Father T'ung; Wu Yi-fang's denunciation and 
self-examination, mostly against the WCC; Ting Cheh-liang against W. A. P. Martin; 
Yu Shen-wu against Bishop Bashford; preliminary report on censoring of all previous 
NCC publications. 


October; Editorial by Y. T. Wu on "How Time Flies;" various anti-imperial- 
istic articles; denunciations: Keng Tzu-hua (Hangchow) against Van Evera, Lu Kuang- 
ting (Chungking) against Hung En-p'u and Yang Chung-hsi, a blind school against 
Li Meng—hsiung, several Nanking church leaders against Orphanage Director Ma Chao-jui, 


| 


China Bulletin - 122 


Ch'en T'ai-k'ang against Foochow Orphanage Director Hsia Yuin-mei (missionary?), 
various accusations ageinst Papal Representative Riboeri. 


November: Chu Mu-chih on Sino-Russian friendship; Lutheran denunciations 
of Lu Shao-tuan (former Bible liouse man in Hankow); an article by Luther Shao stat-— 
ing thet only in the New China is real religious liberty possible. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


The rumors that veteran Wuhu missionary Joe Wharton (Christian Advent) had 
been liquidated are evidently not true, as CIM friends report receiving a cheery 
letter from him, written in Decembcr. 


Dr. Stewart Allen (Chungking, United Church of Canada) has arrived in 
Hongkong afcer his long impr:senm:3t. He was with Olin Stockwell in the same re- 
education center until the end of Aigust, when he was transferred to a Civil Court 
prison and there tried. He reported that food and other conditions in the prison 
were not too bad. Rev. and Mrs. Ed Knettlur, Methodist, Chengtu, are on their way 
out. ) 


There are still eight adu!t German missionaries and two children of the 
"orphan" mission boards in China. tc> which the IMC has assumed responsibility. In 
addition there are 4 Schleswig Holstein couple and one Finnish missionary still in 
China for whom the Lutheran World rederation hes assumed responsibility. (The 
husband of the Schleswig-Hoistein couple hes been imprisoned for more than 14 months) 


CHURCH NEWS 


Rumors of Dr. Y. C. Yang's liquidation are contradicted by recent reliable 
reports thet he is free and moving back and forth between Shanghai and Soochow as his 
work requires. 


The Tei Dong Theological Suminary, which moved to Kwailin, has stopped re- 
ceiving funds forwarded to it from Hongkong. it is now receiving a subsidy from the 
government. It has ten teachers ana over thirty students. 


The Methodist compound in Kalgan is now being used as a Naval Academy. It 
is reported that all of Kalyan is now a training base. 


The Peking Chorus prepared the Messiah again this year, and was scheduled 
to give it in December at Erh T'iao Church, Mi Shih Church, Asbury Church, and Kang 
Wa Shih Church, 


Miss Myi Voong-mei, principal of the Chiomin Primary School at the corner 
of Jessfield and Tihwa Roads in Snengheai, committed suicide on December 1, according 
to a recent Hongkong letter. She was under chirge of harboring goods for a former 
KMT general. 


The CIM Bible Institute in Wulm has had to evacuate its hill property and 
move into other CIM property on Sccond Street. 


The first session of the Yenching denunciation meeting, reported last time 
as being in preparation, was held on November 24, from 9:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. The high 
light of the meeting was Dean T-. C. Chao's denunciation of Dr. J. Leighton Stuart. 


Hu Wen-yao, president ot Cheng Tc University (Aurore) in Shanghei, has an 
article in the November Chin: Monthly Review on "The Patriotic Movement of the 
Catholics in New China." He has much to say about imperialist elements in the 
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church, but does not mention the possibility of an independent Catholic Church, The 
Catholic "Legion of Mary" is vigorously denounced as a counter-revolutionary organiza- 
tion, 


Chester Mico's monthly Religious Education keeps to its religious sphcre 
more faithfully than the other Christian magazines we have been reviewing. The 
October number tells of a lively devotional interest in Cheloo Theological Seminary, 
has an article by Li Ai-lang telling young Sundayschool teachers how to handle re- 
fractory pupils, and prints a letter from Li Wen-ting, Bible woman at Chiangningchen, 
(between Nanking and Wuhu) telling how she was able to keep up the church work there 
even during the Land Reform, He reports total gifts for the year from Religious 
Education Fellowship members of over 11,000,000 JMP. 


GENERAL NEWS: 


A KMT statement from Taipeh says that General Li Tsung-jen is no longer a 
member of the KMT. 


"The mainland press is studded with reports of individual expulsions from 
the Communist Party and trials of persons charged with defrauding the State." 
Liebermann, New York Times, January l4. 


Muriel Hoopes, writing from Shanghai in the November China Monthly Review, 
states that she had just received a New York air mail letter ten days after it was 
written. She says, "We pursue our usuel cultural activities, go to church as of 
yore, live content with our neighbors and listen to short wave." She then goes on 
to tell what a social metamorphosis has been taking place before her very eyes, - 
improved roads and buses, health service, schools, etc. 


Cooperatives are expanding rapidly in East China. The total Eas China 
membership in cooperatives of one kind or another is reported at about 17,000,000. 
For the country as a whole the membership is about 50,000,000. 


It is reported that not a single case of armed robbery took place in 
Shanghai during August. In this another cxample of the new government not allowing 
eny competition with its own activities? 


A new English quarterly magazine is being produced in Peking, with the 
title Chinese Literature, published by the Cultural Press. The first number, of 
280 pages, contains a complete translation of a novel Deughters and Sons, and of 
short stories and articles. 


Chen Ren-bing, in the October China Monthly Review, writes on "New China's 
United Front." He insists that the present government is a true united front, with 
the Democratic League, the Farmers and Workers Democretic Party, the Kuomintang 
Revolutionary Committee, the Democratic Nationcl Reconstruction Society and others 
meking significant contributions. He points out that one of the vice-—chairmen, Li 
Chi—sen, is a member of the Kuomintang Revolutionary Committee. He says that it was 
during the years 1947-49 that the democratic parties gave up the attempt to serve as 
a "third force" or "bridge" between the Chinese Communist Perty and the Kuomintang. 
Chen Ren—bing is a son of Rev. Marcus Chen, and dean of the College of Arts at St. 
John's University. 


Francis P. Jones, Editor 
China Consultant 


Wallece C. Merwin, Secretary 
Chine Committee 
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NEW LIFE FOR THE CHINESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Y. T. Wu writes under the above title in People's China for December 1, 1951. 
He says that Christianity in China has been linked with imperialism ever since the 
introduction of Protestantism in 1807. After a brief review of the historical record 
to substantiate this statement, he sums up the thinking of the average American 
missionary, with whom, he says, "I was in close touch for many years", as follows: 
"Americen civilization and the American way of life are the best in the world. They 


are mainly, if not totally Christian and mst be preserved and spread at all costs - 


to China and to the rest of the world. Any threat to this priceless possession of the 


American people is an enemy not only of the American people but of the whole world - 


including Christianity. Communism is the main enemy. It must be wiped out wherever 
it appears, by peaccful means if possible, but by war if necessary. It is the 
missionaries! holy mission to help accomplish this task." He proceeds, "Imbued with 
these ideas, the American missionary fitted snugly into the imperialist scheme of 
aggression. He lived in a garden-compound with modern facilities. He was boss of 

his church or Christian organization, in fact if not in name, because he controlled its 
finances which came from abroad together with its policies. He walked with an air of 
superiority to everything around hin." 


He then reviews briefly the salient events since liberation. Of the de- 
nunciation meetings he says, "These meetings were all the more impressive because it 
is not easy for a Chinese Christian to come to the point where he feels he can honest- 
ly accuse another person, cspecially one who himself professes to be a Christian. 
‘Judge not, that ye be not judged! is a teaching of Jesus which every Christian has 
learned, But they also know that Jesus himself accused the scribes and Pherisees in 
the strongest terms, Awakened Chinese Christians now realize thet accusation is 
merely a condemnation of evil in harmony with Christian teaching. They are fully con- 
scious of the need for a house-cleaning in the churches and Christicn organizations of 
Chine. 


He insists thet there is real religious liberty under the Communist govern- 
ment, and says, "While the Communists do not believe in religion, the government takes 
the stend thet if religion serves the people and is not agsinst the people, it should 
not be discriminated against and should be regarded as e full member of the united 
front in building the New China." 


. Looking ahead, he says that although the whole elaborate framework of 
impericlist control of the churches has been destroyed, "there is still the difficult 
job ahead of rooting out imperialist influence hiding in the heeds of Christians, in 
literature, hymns, and even methods of work in Christian organizetions." 


Edwerd Hunter, Hongkong correspondent for the New Leader, liberal weekly, 
writes under the above titie in the January 7, 1952 issuc of that magezine. He 
charges that our policy of soft-pedaling the facts of the past two years aids 


HOW MISSIONARIES AID CHINESE COMMUNISM 
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Communism in its terrorism, because the free world is thus not kept informed of the 
facts. He answers the stock missionary apology for silence that reprisals would be 
visited on friends or colleagues in China by saying that "for each life spared by the 
silence of an American or British missionary, an incalculable number of lives are 
eventually snuffed out. For behind a screen of silence the Communists are able - 
literally - to get away with mass murder." "If the China missionaries had spoken out 
in time, the purges in Red China might never have reached the extremes they have, for 
Peking would have had to contend with an aroused world opinion." 


NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS IN CHINA 


A Sian newspaper for November 23rd has an article on Buddhism and Lama' ism 
which indicates that monks of these cults are being subjected to the same pressures 
that Christian preachers have received. Buddhist circles in Tsinghai have had to con- 
tribute ¥728,750,000 during the past year for the war effort. Some monasteries have 
signed patriotic compacts and launched a program of propaganda on current events. 


A Hongkong newspaper states that the authorities in Canton have started a 
campaign for the demolition of ancestral shriens and small temples, especially the 
street corner shrines of local deities. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Shen Te-jung, the editor of Tien Feng, is a graduate of Shanghai Baptist 
University, and had worked for several years in the editorial department of tho 
National YMCA in Shenghai before being appointed as Editor of Tien Feng. 


One example of a Church Patriotic Covenant was published in these columns 
not long ago (#119). The November 24 Tien Fong gives another one from Peking, which 
in addition to articles of the usual patriotic and anti-American sort, has also these 
two rather startling statements: "In reading Scripture and preaching we will empha- 
size patriotic duty, and will not discuss supernatural (or super-real, Ch'ao Hsien- 
shih), 'religion-above-—politics' or any other counter-revoluntary ideas. We will 
spend at least én hour a day in reading political and current events magazines and 
books." 


Up to December 15 the Christian churches of China had subscribed 
JMP1,602,961,225, of .which JMP1, 368,310,105 (c. US$65,000.00) had been paid, for the 
purchase of military supplies. An indication of where some of this came from is a 
news item reporting that Moore Memorial Church in Shanghai gave e choir concert for 
this fund, from which they took in JMP5,700,000. 


The French Catholic Orphanage (Jen Tz'u T'ang) in Peking has been taken 
over by the government, and the superintendent, a nun, Liu Sm-fang, dismissed and 
punished for "cruelty". 


Chou Yu-ch! ing, principal of Moore Memorial Church Primary School, has been 
accused of counter-revolutionary activitics and dismissed. Tien Feng does not state 
whether or not he was put in prison. 


The Yuan Chfu church in Shansi repaired a bridge over the Ch'in Rivér as 
a service to the community. 


All the churches of Canton joined in a union Christmas service on 
Christmas Day, 2:30 p.m., including CCC, SKH, English Methodist, and Baptists. Rev. 
Hsiung Chen-p'ei presided and Rev. Shih Han-chang preached a Christmas sermon. 
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A pro-KMT Hongkong newspaper reported on December 5 that churches in 
Fatshan were being forced to substitute the study of Marx-Leninism for the study of 
the Bible, Preyer meetings were to be banned, and all signs in foreign languages 
were to be taken down. 


SCHOOL NEWS. 


The new Nanking University and Ginling College combined Administrative 
Committee is composed of the following persons, according to the November Hsieh Chin: 
Li Fang Hsuin, Chairman (NU Chemistry Professor, Dean, and acting President), Wu Yi- 
fang, Vice-Chairman (GC former President), Ko Fu-ting (NU, Agric. Econ.), Fan 
Chting-sheng (NU Biol.), Ch'en Chung-fang (GC), Ch'cn Ne-sun (Nelson Chen, NU Zool.), 
Keo Chuch-fu (NU, Phil.), Liu Ktai-yung (GC), Hsiao K'ung-t'co (NU, Phil.), two un- 
identified names: Ch'ien Ch'ieh-hmea and Cheng Chin-ming, and finally two student 
representatives, 


The same report states that four so-called special agents in the faculties 
have been denounced: Yuan Kung-shu (unidentified), Yang Chia-yung (John Yang, 
brother of musician Matthew Yeng, various managerial tesks, NU and hospital), Fang 
Ting-chiu (GC-Sociology), and Chu Yuan-chang (NU Registrar). The creative and recon- 
ciling power of the new regime is illustrated by the reported reconciliation of two 
former enemies, the two Physical Education teachers et NU, Hsu Shao-wu and Chung | 
Chi-ch' ing. 

A more complete report on the Yenching School of Religion denunciation 
meeting on November 24 has been received. After T. C. Cheo's specch denouncing Dr. 
Leighton Stuart, Prof. Fang Huang-yu denounced veteren Church History Professor 
Phillipe De Vargas, a student denounced James Crothers, Prof. Ts'ai Yuin-ch'un made 
@ general denunciation of imperialism, a student denounced Bliss Wiant (Music Pro- 
fessor) for using the text "Blessed are they who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake" in reference to the situation in Commmist China, Prof. Huang Hsiu-ying (a 
women) condemned American methods of education, Business Manager Chang Hsiu made his 
own confession, and finally Newton Chiang, the new assistant dean, and probebly the 
one who had arranged the whole performance, declared the allegiance of the school to 
Meo Tse-tung. 


In commenting on this meeting Newton Chiang in the December 22 Tien Feng, 
lists among other accomplishments of this denunciation the realization by feculty 
and students that "the new morality is not a question of good and evil, but tekes the 
benefit of the people e#s its foundation." 


Shanghai University celebrated on December 6 the first anniversary of the 
"new birth of the University". 137 students worked in factories, government. 
offices, etc., during the summer holidays. 25 new professors have been appointed. 
6000 books and periodicals have been added to the library. 


Lingnan University celebrated on December 14 the first anniversary of 
severing American ties. 452 Lingnan students have gone into military service. The 
percentage of students assigned by the government to jobs has increased from 15.&% 
in 1949 to 82.5% in the first semester of 195l. 


The new medical education system has courses on three levels: advenced, 
intermediate, and primary. The intermediate is a two year course for junior middle 
school graduates, end aims at health work and epidemic prevention, with medicine as 
a minor emphasis. The primary level includes such work as a six months course for 
midwives, a three months course for village public health personnel, ctc,. 


Elementary schools in China are all being reduced to a five-year level, in 
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place of the previous six year curriculum. The purpose of this is to make it 
easier to put primary schools in every village. 


GENERAL NEWS 


Government regionel orgenization: It mey be worth while to review the 
present administrative divisions in China. The country is divided into six Adminis- 
trative Areas (Northeast, North, East, Contrel-South, Southwest, and Northwest), and 
these into 28 provinces, There are also cight special administrative districts, 
which have the same status as provinces. Then there are 2068 counties or hsien; 
these are divided into districts or ch'u (ebout 800-900 per province), and finally 
into villages or hsiang, about 10-16 hsiang in each ch'u, and with « standerd popula- 
tion of 1500-2500. 


Shanghai reported 427 criminels sentenced on December 4. Only nine of 
these were sentenced to deeth. 


The Chungking-Chengtu Rcilwey opened traffic from Chungking as far as 
Neikieng (about halfway to Chengtu) on Decomber 7. 


NCNA reports that the autumn hervest in China surpassed China's highest 
pre-war level, 


Land Reform after five years. A study of five villages in Shensi has re- 
vealed that 96 peasant families have sold a total of 284.11 mow of land since it was 
distributed to them five years ago. The study shows that elthough the great 
majority of the farmers are now to be classed as "middle peasants", there is already 
after five years beginning to emerge a now class of "rich middle peasants" (about 
3%) cand "poor peesants and laborers" (ebout 4%). 


"Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung" was put on sale in Hongkong in December. 
In People's China for November 16, the noted philosopher Feng Yu-lan (his History of 
Chinese Philosophy has been trunslated into English by Prof. Dubs) compares Mao's 
treatise On Prectice with Chinese philosophy. His conclusion is that although there 
is a materialistic element in much of Chinese philosophy, still the Chinese philoso— 
phers did not grasp the true relationship of practice end knowledge which the Merx- 


Lenin-Mao philosophy hes now given to the world. 


An irrigation canal 170 kilometers long, from Keoliangchien to the Pientan 
Harbor on the Yellow Sec, in North Kiangsu, is being dug. This will mcke Huci River 
water available for the irrigation of 25 million mow of lend in thet crea. 


Frencis P. Jones, Editor 
China Consultant 


Wallace C, Merwin, Secretary 
Chine Committee 
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OF THE D OF JESUS 
Lous 

Those who know Ts'ai Chih-ch'uan (Fetix Ts'ai), Y.M.C.A. Secretary of 
Nanchang, will not be surprised to hear that an article by him under the above title 
in the January 5 and 12 numbers of Tien Feng has more of a Christian spirit than the 
usual run of Tien Feng articles. It of course recognizes the good qualities of the 
present regime; it would not have been published otherwise. But it has a definite 
evangelical and Christian character. It points out that the Gospel of Christ 1. Is 
revolutionary, 2. Is for the common man, and 3. Emphasizes service, 4. Sacrifice, 
5. and Love. There is none of the ranting common in so many of the articles in Tien 
Feng, and therefore the criticism in the following words is all the more biting: 
"Christianity was brought to China from capitalist countries, and so it has all the 
color of capitalism. When we speak of a church, we think of a richly adorned western 
type church building, a pastor in western dress and leather shoes, a group of well-to- 
do church members, and extravagant entertaining. This is to change the very substancc 
of Christianity." He concludes by saying, "Jesus not only preached service, sacri- 
fice, and love, he lived it. In this new age, when we have been released from 
American imperialism, we must be baptised anew, lcarn to combine love of country with 
love of church, combine feith end practice, face towards Jesus, learn of Jesus, have 
the mind of Jesus, and have the deeds of Jesus; thus becoming salt and light, that 
others seeing our good deeds may glorify our Heavenly Father. We must use the 
Three-Self Movement to work earnestly for the establishment of a real people's church, 


THE NEW MARRIAGE LAW 


Considerable emphasis is given in recent numbers of Tien Feng aad The 
Farmer to implementation of the new marriage laws, Women are everywhere being en- 
couraged to divorce husbands who do not treat them properly, and the complete equal- 
ity of the sexes is being urged. Shih Ch'eng~huei writes in the January l2 Tien 
Feng: "Some preachers distort the Bible by emphasizing the supremacy of the husbend,. 
To do this is feudelism. We heer that there are even some churches where they will 
not allow women to lead the singing, because thet would place them above their 
brethren. Some churches even arrange marriages between young people who do not know 
or love each other. This must be corrected," Similarly The Fermer has a two page 
series of cartoons showing how two young people get to know each other in their work, 
and then get married without listening to tlic objections of parents or family. It is 
significant that in these discussions no suggestion is made of a Christian ceremony, 
and it seems to be implied that it is unnecessary; the government registration of the 
marriage is all that is required. 


PUBLICATIONS IN CHINA 


En Yu (Friends in Grace), a little magazine by the students of the Yenching 
School of Religion, was suspended «after the February 1951 issue for lack of funds. 
The note sent out at that time announcing the suspension held out the hope that 
publicetion would be resumed if funds could be secured. 


— 
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Wang Chih-hsin, veteran professor from the University of Shanghai, and 
more recently professor of Church History and Chinese in Nanking Theological Seminary, 
has an article in Tien Feng for January 5 urging every owner of a copy of his 
"History of Christianity in China" to destroy it. This book, written some years ago, 
committed the serious error of giving too much honor and credit to the work of foreign 
missionaries. At first he thought of revising the book, but then he realized that 
it is "full of hundreds of holes and thousands of boils", and so the only thing to do 
is to suppress it. 


The China Sunday School Union and the Baptist Publication Society in 
Shanghai published in December the first quarter's material for Sunday School use on 
three levels, Advanced, Elementary, and People's. The contents combine the new 
patriotism with Bible interpretation. The announcement states that they received 
from the Three-Self Preparatory Committee much directior and help in the preparation 
of the material. 


The January 12 number of Tien Feng gives a list of materiuls available for 
anti-imperialist studies in local churches, as recommended by the Three-Self Prepara- 
tory Committee. The books or pamphlets listed are as follows* 


"How America Used Religion in its Aggression against China". New Times 
Study Series Number 9, Association Press. 

"A Short History of American Aggression against China" by Liu Ta-—nien,. 
Published by New China Book Store (an official government organization). 

"What Christians Should Know about America" New Times Study Second Series 
Number 2. Association Press. 

"Discussion of the Treatment of Christian Organizations Receiving Help from 
America" by Lu Ting-i (Minister of Propagandu). In Tien Feng, Numbers 262-263. 

"Denunciation of American Imperialism" by Y. T. Wu. In Tien Fong, 

Numbers 268,269. 

"Christians Must Sever all Connections with American Imperialism" People's 
Publication Society (a government organization). 

"American Imperialism Using Religion as a Tool of Aggression", People's 
Publication Society. 

"Selected Works of Mao Tse-—tung", referred to in Bulletin #123 (Note 
erratum in that news item: Feng Yu-lan's History of Chinese Philoso was translated 
into English by Derk Bodde.) has been studied in Hongkong, and a significant dele- 
tion noted. In a 1927 report Mao had estimated the relative importance of rural and 
urban revolutionary elements as 70% and 30% respectively. In the present reprint this 
estimate is omitted. Does this indicate that Mao is becoming more orthodox, from a 
European Communist point of view? 


Fei Hsiao-t'ung, noted Chinese sociologist, has an article in the December 
and January numbers of the China Monthly Review on "Minority Groups in Kweichow 
Province", based on personal study in that province during 1950. 


A copy of the revived Chinese Farmer is now at hand, the one for December 
15, 1951 (Vol. 17, No. 4). It is e well printed magazine of 20 pages, about 7 x 93 
inches in size. Besides Christmas «nd other articles end news of rural churches, 
there is a women's page, this time devoted to introducing “our Vice-president Sung 
Ch'ing-ling (Medame Sun Yat-sen)", and a two-page cartoon section telling a story in 
12 pictures. 24 numbers a year are produced, at a subscription rate of ¥20,000. No 
foreign rate is announced, (Tien Feng announces ¥40,000 a year for 50 numbers, with 
double rete for sending abroad. 


The January 1 mumber of this magazine has an article by Chao Pei-wu, a 
Lutheran evangelist on the subject, "The Church of China Must Begin Anew". In it he 
says, "The People's Church of China from today mist have a new beginning,- with one 
neme, one hymnbook, and under one leadership. 


| 
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MISSIONARY NEWS 
Eighteen CIM missioncries were still in Chine on January 28. 


A letter from Bishop Cerleton Lacy in Foochow, written on December 1, 
just ten diys before his death there, has recently been received. The following 
quotes are of general interest, "The authorities have assured me thet my permit will 
be grented. But they have not said when, and I am heaving a hard time filling the 
days until that permit comes...There are not as many soldiers in the wards as there 
were for awhile. Putients are all friendly, though I get e good deal of ribbing as 
one of Truman's sycophents." 


A letter from Hugh Hubbard (Tunghsien) seys, "We had « quiet but plecs- 
ant Christmas, it being gencrally understood between our Chinese friends and our- 
selves that times are not favorable for the exchenge of cards (we got 2)...No word 
regurding our permits, but it always seems to us that we will be given them in time, 
when the authorities have investigated something or other to their heart's content." 
Hugh has two hobbies with which to pass the time of waiting, stemp-—collecting and 
astronomy. 


Two Roman Catholic missionaries in Wuhu, Sha Tz'u-hsin and Tu Le-sa, were 
sentenced to four end three yeurs imprisonment respectively on December 24, for 
"crimes" in connection with an orphanage in Wuhu. 


Arms were found in two Romun Catholic churches in Taiyuan, and consequent— 
ly the Italien bishop end various priests and nuns there were all arrested, according 
to a New Chine News report of Jenucry 13. 


A letter from the foreign staff of the Baillie School, Santen, Kansu, was 
sent to American and Allied Servicemen in Korez on November 14, protesting the war 
in Korea, and claiming thet it is due to the machinations of czpitalists. As proof 
they point out that the stock market in New York goes up with news of wer, and down 
with news of peace, The letter is signed by Rewi Alley, M. Wilkinson, D. M. Kemp, 
Hugh Elliot, Shirley Barton, W. Illseley, C. A. Curwen, N. Noguchi, and H. C. Archer. 


CHURCH NEWS 


The church in Nanyang celebreted Christmes very simply, in accordance with 
the current economy drive. Only ¥1000. (about four cents) was spent on the whole 
celebration, end that was for a sheet of red paper for two scrolls with the inscrip- 
tions: "Congratulations on the Birth of Jesus Christ" and "Increasing Strength for 
the Preservation of Peace". The worship consisted of the singing of a hymn, a4 
prayer, and the Christmas story. Then there was « discussion of the reformetion of 
the church, | | 


Similarly in Shanghai, at Moore Memoriel Church e simple union service 
was held, with about 1200 in attendence. There were Christmés czrols and « 
Christmes sermon, Speciul honor was accorded the 669 Christicn fimilies of Shanghai 
who have sons or daughters in the Volunteer Army in Korez. 


The Griffith John Church in Hznkow has changed its name to the Glorious 
Light (Jung Kuang) Church, 


SCHOOL NEWS 


The Ch'ang Chi (Worship Christ) College hus been established in Hongkong. 
Founders include Bishop Roneld Hill, Dr. E. E. Welline, and Devid W.K. Au. 
President is Dr. Ying Lam Lee, former president of Lingnan University. The college 


| 
‘ 
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opened in October with 46 students, end the number hed increased by the end of 
November to 70. The work of the college is done in rented quarters. Most of the 
faculty were formerly in Christien colleges on the mainland. The United Board for 
Christian Colleges in China hzs underwritten about half the budget for this year. 


There wes evidently more Christmes celebration in Communist China then 
some hed feared, A letter from Yenching University, dated December 30, states, 
"Christmes wes something like it used to be ct Yenching. The Messieh was sung on 
the 24th in Ninde Hall Chapel. There*was also ccrolling on the campus and open 
house, but on a smaller scale. Ninde Hall (School of Religion) is full of Christmas 
air - fully decorated with Christmas trees, flowers, pictures and writings - and is 
still so now until after the New Year." 


GENERAL NEWS 


The Shanghai Military Control Commission has ruled that ships are not to 
navigate in the port area between sunsent and sunrise. 


Li Teh-chuan (Mrs. Feng Yii-hsiang), a prominent Public Health specialist, 
is now the Minister of Health. In the new English bi-monthly China Reconstructs 
she writes on the subject "Health for All People”. Evidently a very comprehensive 
program of public health is being put into execution, including nurseries, hospitals, 
sanitction and sewage control, etc. 


723 hsien magistrates of North China met in conference in Peking last 
September. All aspects of goverrment reform on the hsien level were discussed. 
Democratic people's consultative councils are to be organized on all levels, hsien, 
ch'u, end hsiang, in order to reise the political consciousness of the people. 


The General Goods Company, largest single wholesale and retail supplier 
of consumer goods in Communist Chine, failed notably to meet its October sales 
targets. The failure has been commentea upon in the Communist press. 


The government issued two new sets of commemorative stamps in December, 
one commemorating the centenary of the Taiping Revolution,and the other the comple— 
tion of agrarian reform, 


The China Academy of Sciences (Chung-kwo K'o-hsueh Yuan) was organized in 
1949 to replace the former Academiz Sinica, Under the direction of Kuo Mo-jo, it is 
pushing scientific study under five groups: Earth Science Croup (Geology and 
Geophysics), Physicel Science Group (Modern Physics, Applied Physics), Chemical 
Science Group (Physical Chemistry, Orgenic Chemistry), Biological Science Group > 
(Physiology and Biochemistry, Experimental Biology, Hydrobiology, Systematic Botany, 
Palaeontology), Social Science Group (Archacology, Linguistics and Philology, Modern 
History, Social Research). The sub-headings are the names of various Institutes 
under each Group. A considerable number of scientific journals is being published 
by the vurious Institutes. 


The national donation for cirplanes has reached the sum of four trillion 
728 billion yuan, enough for 3154 fighter planes. This sum surpassed earlier 


pledges by 194. 
Kuo Mo-jo won the Stalin Peace Prize for 195l. 


An earthquake in the Lichicng region of Yunnan on December 26 caused 
widespread damage. The government immediately sent relief supplies to the stricken 


region. 
Frencis P. Jones, Editor, China Bulletin 


Wallice C, Merwin, Secretiry, Chine Committee 
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THE DENUNCIATION OF TUNG LING-KU. 


_ The January 26 number of TIEN FENG is largely given up to a denunciation meeting 
of the Anglican Church in Kaifeng. The present bishop Ts’eng Yu-shan (not Lindel Tsen) 
has an article accusing retired Bishop White (Canadian) of the usual sins of imperialism. 
The main article is by Cheng Chien-yeh, former Editor of TIEN FENG and son of former 
bishop Lindel Tsen, giving a most vivid account of the way the Communist machine work- 
ed on Evangelist Tung Ling-ku, attempting in vain to break his spirit. 


., Adistrict meeting was held in Kaifeng the last two weeks in December, at which the 
‘positive’’ elements in the church had decided to discipline Tung Ling-ku for his inde- 
pendence of spirit. He had openly said that Russia was as imperialistic as America, 
that they couldn’t judge the right and wrong of the Korean situation by their own news- 
papers, for they were only getting one side of the story, that the People’s Government 
was the Old Serpent, the Devil, and symbolized itself in the twisting motions of the Niu 
’ Yang Ko dance, that the church was oe the evil example of Esau in selling its | 
— “Birthright for a mess of “‘red’’ bean soup. He was called upon to confess his ‘‘sins’’, 
“but refused to do so, and moved around am the delegates at the meeting, eating 
with them and disregarding the threatening attitude of the positive elements, right up 
to the Sunday before Christmas. 


The meeting took a recess for three days, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday (Christmas 
Day), and he was instructed to prepare his confession to present to the meeting when | 


it reconvened on Wednesday. When Wednesday came he did not attend the meeting, but 
sent word that in accordance with the government’s Austerity Program they had better 
dismiss the meeting. This infuriated them, and they began to prepare for a formal de- 
nunciation meeting on the following Sunday. Saturday Tung was arrested and put in 


prison. On Sunday two “‘comrades”’ brought him from the prison to the church. As 
entered the church cries rent the air, n with the traitor’’ etc. The writer 


tyrants, which may mean that he was struck and spit upon. After listening to twelve 

speeches of accusation he was taken back to prison to await government trial. The 

writer closes by — over the picture of hy - Ling-ku sitting in prison and weep- 
r 


says that the masses had learned from their Land Reform experience how to treat ' 
ing and saying to himself, ‘‘I never thought you friends would accuse me. | 


PATRIOT’S PROGRESS | 


TIEN FENG for January 19 has an article by Rev. Marcus Ch’en on the subject, | 
“How My Political Thinking Has Changed.”’ In this autobiographical sketch he tells ; 
briefly of his childhood, made bitter by poverty, of his graduation from Boone High ; 
School, and later of his graduation from Wheaton College, Illinois. In 1925 he joined : 
General Feng Yu-hsiang at Kalgan, and it was there that he began to be influenced by 
Communist thinking. Feng offered him an opportunity to go to Russia, but he was not 
able to accept, and P’u Hua-jen, an Episcopalian minister, was sent instead. He admits : 
a he still maintained the idea of a Christian keeping aloof from politics until after "i 

ration. 


¥ Issued about 20 times a to keep mission boards and m 
ANNUAL RA : tic, $2.00; Overseas, ist class, $3.00. Airmail $5.00 in $.15 sone, 
> $7.00 in $.25 zone. It is imposs for us to . Please due. 


| 
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After Liberation he began the study of Communism in earnest. ‘‘From the heart 
I can sincerely say, I fervently love Communism and accept the teachings of the Com- 
munist Party and the teaching of Mao Tse-tung, which is the science that society must 
accept, just as I accept astronomy and the fact that the earth is round, at the same 
time as I accept statements in the Bible that the sun rises in the east and sets in the 
west.’” He goes on to say that he has formally joined the government party (cheng-tang), 
which seems to mean that he is a member of the Communist Party. 


He admits that many of his Chinese Christian friends think he has gone too far, and 
have therefore turned against him. Some have withdrawn from all association with the 
Chungking Theological Seminary because of his attitude. But he is consoled for this by 
the glorious revival of strength in the country. He closes with a little incident of his 
three year old grandson, who on being shown a picture of Truman shouted, ‘“Truman, the 
American Devil; I will strike him,’’ and then raised his hand to strike at the picture. Mar- 
cus was moved fo tears. *‘My eyes had seen what I had been looking for for many years, 

“ three year old lad who knew how to love his country and fight against American imperial- 
m, 


CCLOC 


At the East Asia Christian Literature Conference held under the auspices of the East 
Asia office of the IMC/WCC at Singapore December 7-11, 1951, the following recommenda- 
meg Be gto concerning the Council on Christian Literature for Overseas Chinese: 

. Bulletin 


1. CCLOC is recognized as the responsible committee for the promotion of Christian 
literature among overseas Chinese. 


2. A survey is recommended of the overseas Chinese community, as to numbers, dis- 
tribution, occupations, and church relationships, this survey to be undertaken by Winburn 
T. Thomas, with the co-operation of the East Asia Secretary and of Dr. Robert Kramer 
of Djakarta, a'sinologist. 


3. The various National Christian Councils concerned are requested to supply CCLOC _ 
with all data available as soon as possible. 


4. Each area with a concentration of Chinese is invited to establish a co-operating 
committee, with a correspondent to serve as liaison to work with CCLOC. 


5. The Area Committees are invited to form Writers’ Fellowships to stimulate the 
production of original literature in Chinese. 


6. The Area Committees should keep CCLOC informed both as to emerging needs, 
and concerning manuscripts being produced in their areas. 


7. A conference of overseas Chinese Christians is recommended at a suitable date, 
to consider literature for their needs. 


8. It is recommended that CCLOC prepare a catalogue of books available, and issue 
supplementary lists from time to time. 


It should be noted that Chinese in other areas consulted, such as Singapore, all 
agreed on the desirability of making Hongkong the headquarters for Christian publication 
to serve the overseas Chinese Christian community. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


A Hongkong letter of Feb. 11 reports the following Chengtu missionaries as on the 
way out: Wm. Sewell Gritish Quaker), Drs. Leslie and Jean Kilborn (Canadian), and 
Earl and Katharine Willmott (Canadian). Gordon Harman, last of the CIM missionaries 
in Chengtu, arrived in Hongkong early in February. Miss Moline, last of the S3PG miss- 
ionaries in China, arrived in Hongkong from Shantung via Tientsin on Feb. 10. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Knettler and family, of Chengtu (Am. Meth. had previously arrived in Hongkong 


and are on their way home. ( | 


_ Miss Gertrude Cone, Methodist missionary from Nanchang, died in Hongkong on 

“February 20, two days after her arrival there. She was ome A across i er 
on a stretcher, suffering from a complication of cancer and malnutrition. Govern- 
ment authorities had refused to allow her to send for funds, and she had lived for 
months on a starvation diet. yy hospital authorities, with a background of 


aw camp experience, stated t it was the worst malnutrition case they ever 


i so Fosnot, Methodist missionary from Chengtu, arrived in Hongkong 


CHURCH NEWS 


Community Church in Shanghai has not been entirely taken over by the govern- 
ment, as reported in #121. Latest news is that one building is being used by the 
overnment for meetings, but that church services (in Chinese) are continuing. 


Church subscriptions to the Munitions Fund have now reached the total of 
¥ 2,466,710,387. 


Church circles everywhere are studying the government directives on the new 
Austerity Program (Increase Production, Decrease Consumption), which indicates 
probably a lowered standard of living for both pastors and people. 


All the Christmas meetings in cere are described in some detail in the Jan. 19 
TIEN FENG. Most of them seem to have had a political coloring, but the Ninghai Road 
Episcopal Church held its Christmas Communion Service. A students’ Christmas ser- 
vice was held at Nanking Theological Seminary with over three hundred students in 
‘ttendance. During this service Santa Claus suddenly appeared from behind the piano, 

nd gave them a little talk about how much better this year’s Christmas was than last 

“year's. “‘Then I had a bag on o back filled with small favors to poison your minds. 
This year I can move more freely, for I have dropped that bag in the Pacific Ocean. 
But he had three presents for them after all, one being a letter from an American 
prisoner of war confessing how wrong America had been in entering Korea. Finally 
the students gave Santa Claus a letter to forward to the Volunteer Army in Korea, 
thanking them for their protection of the homeland. 


SCHOOL NEWS 


Rewi Alley, of the Sandan Bailie School Gee # 124 Missionary News)-has been 
endorsed as headmaster of the school. This action by the government is very ex- 
ceptional, but as Shirley Barton of Shanghai points out in writing about it, “‘Rewi is 
exceptional, and so is the school.’’ Besides its many other activities, the school is 
now operating a coal mine. A new Japanese recruit to the staff, Mr. Noguchi, has 
greatly enlarged the pottery and glass making department. 


China Theological School, CIM, Hangchow (see # 120) since the dis al of t 
former president Hsu $zu-hsioh, is continuing under the leadership of Ch'lu Chin-ling, 
Niu Chih-fang, and Han Pei-teh. Two former teachers, Niu Shu-kuang and Ch’iu Yu-yuan, 
continue to teach. Two new faculty members have been added: Ts’ai Wen-hao and 
The has remitted taxes to this school, and has unfrozen their 
r balances. elp, along with a loan of six million from the ist 
Committee, has enabled them to continue the school. a 


A student from the North China Theological Seminary, formerly in Teng-hsien 
Shantung, and now in Wusih, has a letter in Jan. 19 TIEN FENG roe it that the stu- 
Ag are planning to accept an invitation to join the Students’ Union of Wusih. 


al- 


